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January Program:

Birds of Southeastern Arizona

o
Many birders travel to Tucson and to southeastern
Arizona to enjoy a combination of desen birds aad
Mexican vagrants which does not occur anywhere
else in the United States. Jim l-omax of our chapter
has spent three weeks each summer the past few
years in southeastern Arizona photographing the
unique birds of that area. Come and see his slides
of the Lucifer Hummingbird, the Gray Hawk, the
Five-striped Sparrow, the Red-faced Warbler, the
Varied Bunting, the Elegant Trogon, the Mexican
Chickadee, the S ulphur-breasted Flycatcher, and the
newly-split species, the Canyon Towhee. Jim will
show slides of and discuss the unique birds of
Southeastern Arizona at our January 4 meeting.
Those of you who saw Jim's slides at the last chapter
potluck dinner will know what an outstanding bird
photographer he is. (For another view of birding
this area, see Maury Stem'sTrwel Corner, Page 5.)

January Bird Information will be given by Beth
Huning, Director of the Richardson Bay Audubon
Sanctuary, who will show us a video and give us
some new and innovative ideas on making our
Spring Birdathon a huge success,

The February program wiJl be given by Paul Matzner
of the Natural Sciences section of the Nature Sound
Society and the Oakland Museum on "Quiet Places:
an Endangered HabitaL"

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr Lane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Info
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, January
11, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Shirley Ellis, 353
Westcliffe Circle, Walnut Creek, 939-9091. Board
meetings are open to all interested members.

The 1989 MDAS Christmas Bird Count will be held
on Saturday, December 30. Following the Bird
Crunt, the potluck supper will be at the San Ramon
Valley United Methodist Church, 902 Danville Blvd.,
Alamo, at 6:15 p.m. Memben and guests are invited
to attend, even if not panicipating in the Bird Count.
For more information about the potluck, please call
Barbara Vaughn ,37 6-8732.o



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

STIELL MARSH
The day of rcckoning is ncar. The retribution procass for per-
mitdng 423,00O+ gallons of oil to spill onto Shell Marsh,
and thc bay and estuarian system in April, 1988, is reaching
$e final slages. Sixrcen s€ts of a omeys have reprcsented the
interest of thc 'people" in one way or anotler. Two more sets

of attomcys rcprescnted hc Shetl Oil Company. Thc lengthy
negotiations, involving many local, county, state, and fcdcral
agcncies, took many months. Thc set emcnt was announced
rccently by John Van de Camp, Attomey General of the State
of California. Shcll has agrced to pay a total sum of
$19,750,000. The sum is divided as follows:

To a "Trustee's Fund" to compensate for altcgcd damagcs to
nal.ural resources: $10,838,000.m

For cleanup and abatcmcnt of oil spills, projecB dcvoted to the
preservadon of Catilomia plans, wildlife and fisheries, Iand
acquistion and land improvements, and specics propagador
projcc6: S750,000.m

For a 'Studies Fund": $ 1,3 r2,000.m

For cost reimbursemcnt to the Stare of California and Contra
Cosu County: $500,000.m

For the U. S. Dcparunent of he Interior: $93,000.m

For fish and wildlife pollution cleanup and abarcment, Flsh
and Game Preservation Fund: $193,229.68

To the StaE Water Polludon Cleanup and Abatemcnt Account
(Slate Water Quality ConEol Fund): 562,352.67

To fte CA Department of Parks and Recreation: $20,125.88

For the Bay Fill and Clcanup Fund: $9,516.53

To ftc State tinds Commission: S12,000.00

To the Califomia Department of Justice: $59,775.24

To Contra Costa County: $50,0m.m

To the City of Benicia Gencral Fund: $250,m0.m

To Bcnicia for reconsLruction, rchabiliutron, and cnlargement
of the 9th Street fishing prer: $75,m0.m

To Bcnicia for conslruction of marsh overlooks at fte ends of
First and Second Srccts: $275.000.m
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To Solano County for matcnal purchase: $150,000.m

To the City of Martincz Gcncral Fund: $250,000.m 
a

To Martincz and Conua Cosla County, to bc adminis(ercd
jointly, for thc enhancemcnt of the area from thc Martinez
lshing picr to tle Italian Fishcrman Monumcnt: S5m,000.m

To ftc East Bay Regional Park District: S2m,000.m

To the The United Slatcs (pcnalties): $2,050,000.m

To lhe Slatc of CA, for slar.uatory violations: $2,1m,000.m

To Contra Cosla County (pcnalties): $250,000.00

A super-commrttcc of rcprcscntatives from applicable agencies
will have rcsponsrbrlrty for ovcrseeing and dispcnsing thc
funds that will be uscd for various land puchascs. Some of rc
monies wrll be used to conduct sludies to devclop inlormation
conceming effocts of oil spills on vegehtion and resulting
changes in composition of the soil in estuarine and coaslal
habitats, a study rc mcasurc nal.ural resourcc valucs rclevant to
California oil spills, and cvalutatron of lands for acquistion.
So while thc money rs not yct in the bank, it docs appcar fie
disaslrous oil spill will evcntually produce "somc" beneficia.l
results.
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THE COUNTRY WINS ONE
Rcmcmbcr Mr. Jamcs Cason, proposed by thc Presidcnt for a
HIGHLY scnsrtive, important position? He would havc had a
direct impact on logging, mining, conservation, the Spotted
Owl, and many othcr important matters. The hcsident DID
propose Mr. Cason lor thc posit.ion. Cason DIDNT get it! In
fact, bccausc so many pcoplc conlacted ticL congrcssmcn and
senators, urging opposition to the appointmcnt, thc "word'
was passcd o the Presidcnt and the proposcd appointment wzut

withdrawn.

$60,000 - DOES THAT EQUAL A REAL FUTURE?
The MDAS efton to devclop funding for a study to determine
thc possiblc value of Shcll Marsh as a site for an intcrprcrive
center has FINALLY bom fruiL Legislarion inrtrally proposcd
by Senator Dan Boatwright and Assemblyman BiU Bakcr at
the urging ol MDAS and thc PCL finally madc irs way
through thc lcgislativc maz-c, including thc signaturc of the
Govcmor. $60,000 is now in the hands of lhc Dcpartment of
Fish and Camc. The rcL has pur substantial e[[on inl'o thc
dcvelopment of thc lcgrslarron and ils cnactmcnt ino law.
Pctc Bonladclli, Dircctor of lhc Dcpanmcnt o[ Frsh and Gamc,
extends thanks in writing to Cory Brown, Lcgal Counsel for
the PCL: "I am Lhankful that thc Planning and Conservation
l.eague and our Dcparllncnt can so often work togcticr on im-
porunt wildlife rcsourcc protcction issues and look forward [o
continuing thc rcladonshlp."
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ps arc open to members and nonmembers alike. Carpml
time is depaflure time. Carpml expensc: 5 ccns per mile
per rider is suggested; tolls and entry fe€s are shared equally
by driver and riden. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.

go in light rain or drizzle; if in doubt, call lcader up o
12 hour bcfore depanure dme.

FIELD TRIPS

Difliculty of ficld trio:

Easy, up to I mile walking, smmth paths
Modcratc, I mile or morc, possibly rough
Difficult, extcnsive walking, rough terrain

Saturday. January 6, Putah Creek. Carpool 7:0O a.m.
southwcst comer of Sun Vallcy parking lot. Me€t 7:45 a.m.
at $e intersection of Cherry Glen and Pleasants Vauey Rds.,
approximately I milc north from I-80. Park on Cherry Glen.
Dress warmly; this is a cold, wrndy area. hevious highlights
includc Osprey, Phainopepla, Canyon and Rock Wrens, Wmd
Duck, and Hooded Merganscr.
Leaden Florence Bennetq 689-3106 Category I

Wednesday, January 10, Lake Mcrritt. Carpml 8:00 am.,
Acalanes Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just nonh of SR24.
Meet 8:45 am. at aviary aI kkc Menitl Take W. Grand Ave.
exit from Hwy.24, At the light, go sEaighl ahcad onto
Nonhgate. Tum left onto W. Grand Avc. Park in lo[ betwe€n
tle boat housc and the large aviary. Wc will see ducks and
olher waterbirds. This is a good opponunity for new birders to
sc€ ducks at close range. Ca.ll Elizaberi Dickey, 254-0486, for
informauon. Calegory 1

Thursday, January 18, Sunol Regional Perk. Carpool
7:30 a.m. El Ceno Blvd., just wcst of I-680. Mect 8:00 a.m.
in parking lot, Sunol Park. Go south on I-80 to Calaveras Rd.
Go left under I-80 and 4 miles soul.h on Calaveras Rd.; tum
left on Geary Rd. 2 miles o park. Watch and listen for Turkey
along Gcary Rd. Golden Eagles and other raptors are oftcn
scen. Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Dipper, and Canyon and Rock
Wrens are possiflc.
Leader: Barbara Varyhn,376-8732 Cate4ory 2

Wcdnesday, Ja rary 24, Grizzly Island Gemc Rcfuge.
Carpool 7:00 a.m. southwest comer of Sun Valley park-ing lot-
Meet 8:30 a.m. at Refugc headquarters. Takc I-680 norrh, I-80
east to SRl2. Follow SRl2 hrough Fairficld; watch for sign
to Grizzly Island Rcfuge on right and follow the road to the
headquarters. Walch for raplors and Short-earcd Owls along the
road. This is an outstanding rapror area. Mosdy car birding.
trader: Maury S@rn,2&4-5980 Category I
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Saturday, lanuary 27, San Mateo Coast. Carpool 6:30 a.m.
at El Ccrro Blvd., we,st of I-680. Meet at 8:15 a.m. in parking
lo! off SRl opposite Pescadero Road. Cross fte San lvlateo
Bridge, conunue west on SR92 to HaIf Moon Bay, go teft. on
SR1 for 15 miles to Pescadero Rd., lum right into parking lot.
Can be cold and windy, sometimes hot.
kader Elizabeth Dickey,254-0486 Catcgory 2

Saturday and Sunday, February l0 and 11, Los Banos and
Penoche Valley. There will b€ a group dinner Saturday at
thc Wmlgrower's Restaurant in Los Banos. Call trip leader
Florcncc Bennett, 689-3106, for informadon. Make your moel
rescrvadons soon; see the Deember Quail for suggestions.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

LIMANTOUR, Novcmber 5.
Twclvc membcrs spcnt a Iovely fall day at Pornt Rcyes in 70
dcgrec weathcr under cloudlcss skies with no wind. In addition
to ftc plcasant day, wc saw 85 specics of birds. Thc highlighs
included Amcrican Whitc Pelican, Canada Goose, Eurasian
Wigeon, an Osprcy carrying a fish, Snowy Plover on the bcach

at Limantour, Winter Wren, Golden-crowncd Kinglet, Varied
Thrush, Townsend's Warblcr, and two Palm Warblcrs.

Maury Stcm

MT. VIEW SANITARY PLANT, Novembcr 11.

Dick Bogaen, a membcr of MDAS and a brologist at the Mr.
Vicw Wastewal.cr Trcatment Plant again accompanied us on our
visit. This is always apprccratcd. Our group consisred of eight
members and one gucst. The morning was clear and warm,
Twenty-three spccies of birds werc observed. We had exccllcnt
views of the Grccn-backcd Hcron and the Common Mmrhen.

John Davis

CHARLESTON SLOUGH, November 16.

Thrce members and two guests enjoyed good birding along the
Slough and a dctour to Palo Alto alter lunch at high (ide (no
Black Rails, onc Clappcr). Wcather was warm and hazy. Sora,
both Greater and L-esscr Yellowlegs, and Eurasian Wigeon were
se€n. The highlight of the day was t}te Golden Eagle which
flcw over Termrnal Road hcading across Silicon Valley. 7l
species total.

Elizabeth Dickcy

LAFAYETTE RESERVOIR, Novembcr 29.
A walk around the Lafayet@ Reservoir on a cold but sunny
moming turned up 43 spccics for ll members and 7 guess.
Thc Ruby-crowned Krnglcts and Yellow-rumpcd Warblcrs
seemed !o dominal.e our altenLion, giving t]re beginning birders
gmd opportunitics for studying thcm. Highlighrs included a
close view of a Sharp-shinncd Hawk directly above us, many
Buffleheads, a Grccn-wingcd Tc.a.l, and a Townsend's Warbler.

Dcnise Wight
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OBSERVATIONS
By Dorma Peak-Klein

Please send observations (o Donna Peake-Klcin,
51 hcardy CL, Walnut Creek,94596, or call 930-9819.

Please include your telephone number with your observations.

- Red-throated Loon: I seen on I l/14 at Bodcga Harbor.
(H&NB)

" Yelbs:hj.lled-t@s: I on l2l3, Bolinas. (FR)
Red-necked Grebe: 1 on 11/16 at Campbell Covc at Bodega
Bay. (FB, JR)
Caule Egrer 2 on 1124,Invemess. (BD)
Tundra Swan: 200Gr secn on 1l/19 nonh of Marysville and
12 sccn on lZ4 ar Sacrdmenr.o NwR. (H&NB)
Snow Goosc: 2 blue phase on 1ll11 at Scaramento NWR.
(BD)
"Black" Branu I on I2/5 at Bodega Bay Harbor. (FB, DS)
Eurasian Wigeon: I on ll24 and on lZtZ at Bolinas [:gmn
(BD); I on l2l5, Gray Lodge (H&NB).
King Eidcr: I on I124 at the Fish Docks, Pt. Reycs. (BD)
Harlcquin Duck: 1 on lll24 and on l2l2 at Bolinas Lagoon
(BD); 1 male on 12R, Bolinas (FR).
Oldsquaw: 1 on 1128 oppositc Owl Canyon at Bodcga Bay.
(FB, JR, er al.)
Barrow's Goldene!,e: I on 1124 and on lA2,Bolinasl.j,gm,n.
(BD)

Rough-lcgged Hawk: I on l1/3 over the hill or the east sidc
of I-680, 12 mi. souh of Stonc Vallcy Rd., Alamo. The hrst
Jcan has seen in the San Ramon valley. (JR)

Golden Eagle: I on l2l4 at Sacramento NWR. (H&NB)
Virginia Rail: 1 on l2l5 at Gray t dge. (H&NB)
Sandhill Crane: 2O+ seen on 1215, Nonh Buue Rd. (H&NB)

- Surfbird: 26 on I t/14 at Bodcga Head. (H&NB)
Pecoral Sandoiper: I on 11, at Stauffer Pond, Maninez (JR,

et al.); I on llnl alLcdi Scwer ponds (FB, JR, et al.).
Little Gull: 1 adult on 1'l2l at Stockton sewer ponds. First
report there tus fau. (JR, FB, et al.)
Marbled Munelcl 4on I l/16 oft Bodega Hcad. (FB, JR)
Ancient Murrelet: 4 on I l/16 off Bodega Head. (FB, JR)
Cassin's Auklet: I on I 1/16 off Bodcga Hcad. (FB, JR)
Rcd-breasted Sapsucker 1 on 'l 1/19 at Black Diamond Mines.
(J&MJ)
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckcr: I on l2f2 at Pine Gulch Crcek,
Marin Co. (BD)
Costa's Hummingbird: I adult male on l1/16 (FB, JR), 3
adull males on I128 (FB, JR), and 2 adulr males on l2l5 (FB,
DS), all below Dickmann's Bay Store parking lot, Bodcga-
Allen's Hummingbird: 2 males on l2l5 at Dickmann's Storc,
Bodega Bay. (FB, DA)
"Audubon's" Warbler: I nearly albino on 11, at Mounlain
Vicw Saniary DistricL (JR, et al.)

Observers: Hugh and Norah Bain, Florcnce Benne ., Bob
Dunn, John and Margaret Jordan, Jean Richmond, Frankie
Ross, and Donna Schluter.

CLASSES AND EXCURSIONS

Norah Bain's wintcr ficld class for beginning and intermcdiat
birders will takc place on tle four Tuesdays in March. Resident

land birds will be obscrvcd during tenitory acquisition and court-
ship. Wc'lI see shorebirds before $eir deparlure. Pleasc register

at Orinda Communrty Ccntcr, 26 Orinda Way, Orinrla, CA
94563,254-2445, beginning January 4. Rcsidents $36, non-
residens $38. Call Norah for morc information,254-4516.

Santa Clara Valley Audubon rnvites Audubon members o loin
a special benefit trip to Trinidad, Junc 25 through July 8, 1990,

led by SCVAS mcmbcrs Edward and Janice Rooks. At least
llEa at,J.d tp to I57o, dcpcnding on the final group sizc, of the
Sl5m bnd cost rs a tax-dcductible donadon to thc Sanla Clara

conscrvation fund. For the rip itinerary, call Lynn Tennefoss

at the SCVAS office, (415) 329-1811, or Gail Chceseman at
(408) 741-5330, or wntc Chccsemans' Ecology Safaris,20800
Kitredge Road, Saratoga, CA 95070.

Three evcning bird classcs sponsored by Golden Ga(e Audubon
and offercd through thc San Francisco Community Coltege will
be starting lantary 23,24, and 25. All classes mect 7-9:30
p.m. in Room 222, Marina Middlc School, 3500 Fillmore at
Bay St., in San Francisco. The classcs will bc taught by Joe

Morlan, co-author of Birds of Northern Californb and compier
of the recorded "Nonhcm Cahlomia Rare Bird Alert." Fees are

$50 for Part A (cight wcek) courscs and 545.00 for Part B
(seven week) courses. For informatron call the Community
Sewicqs Officc at 7768247-

Thc San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory is oflering six classes
and three tours for thc coming year. Thc first class, in gull
identification, bcgins in January, while the first tour, 10 Joshua
Trec National Monumcnt (thc Thrashcr Crashcr Tour), is from
February 17 to 19. For morc rnformatron and a complelD lisl. of
classcs and lours, writc SFBBO, P. O. Box 247, Alviso, CA
95002, or call (408) 946.6548.

Golden Gatc Audubon Socrcty rs sponsoring a scrics of three
slide-illustratcd cducational programs on San Francisco Bay
wildhfe and enyrronmcntal issues. On Thursday, January 11,
Lynn Stcnzel, rcscarchcr at Point Reycs Bird Obscrvaory, will
discuss the Pacrfic Flyway Projcct. The program will givcn at
the Josephine Randall Jr. Museum, 199 Muscum Way, San
Francisco, at 7:30 p.m. For furthcr information, call thc
GGAS office at (4 I 5) 843-2222

The Point Rcycs Bird Obscrvatory rs planning a complete
spring shorebird ccnsus for San Francisco Bay on April l4 and
15, 1990. If you can hclp with thc census, writc to Point
Rcycs Bird Obscrvatory, 4990 Shorchnc Highway, Srinson
Beach, CA 94970. Plcase indicate i[ you prcfcr onc day ro the
oticr and which arca (nonh or south) of thc bay you would bc
willing to count.

o
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a TRAVEL CORNER

Birding Southeastem Arizona's Cave Creek Canyon
by Mawy Stern

In July, 1988, I made my first trip !o southeastcm Arizona
with Rich Stallcup leading l8 birders. The rrip was sponsorcd
by PRBO and was reasonablc in cost. We travelled in two
comforlable, air+onditioned vans and slayed in nicc motels and
one grand old hotel. I saw 59 life birds out of a total of 187

species for tie ten days.

Thcrc were many wonderful arcas for birding herc, but ftc
highlight was surely Cave Creek Canyon of the Chiricahua
Mountains. Several isolated mountain areas fcature Mexican
birds in ticir northemmost ranges, making this area uniquc.
Thc Chiricahuas range from 20m !o 95m feet clcvadon with
multiple habitats offering unique birding possiblities. Cave
Crcck Canyon is a beautiful wind- and water-sculpted canyon
of reddish volcanic rak with a lush riparian habiat along Cavc
Creek. There are large sycamores, mesquite, and alders, with
scrub oak and mountain mahogany close by, in addition 10

black walnut, cyprcss, and othcr oals.

One can spend sevcral productive days in this immediate area as
the birding is outstanding. The Spoffords have dcveloped a

(}"iY--'"ffi H,lJil'.f f :H.lT,H',{:TLTil,".5'
Blue-throatcd, Magnificent, Lucifer, Black-chinned, Anna's,
Calliope, Broad-tailed, and Rufous Hummingbirds. We added
Violet-crowned Hummingbird l,o our list later. Walking along
the Earls and in he campgrounds of the area, we saw Peregrine
Falcon, Greater Roadrunner, Whitc-winged Dove, Strickland's
Woodpecker, Cordillcran, Dusky-capped, Brown-crested, and
Sulphur-bcllicd Flycatchers, Cuvc-billed Thrasher, Cassin's
and Thick-billed Kingbirds, Grace's Warbler, Painred Reds6t"
Bell's Vireo, Hepatic Tanager, Scott's Oriole, Blue Grosbeak,
Canyon Towhcc, Varicd Bundng, Black-Uroated Sparow, and
the very special Elegant Trogon. At highcr elevations, orher
unusual birds are present, Ule Mexican Chickadee, Virginn's,
Rcd-faced, and Ohve Warblers, and Yellow-eyed Junco.
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A CHALLENGE TO MDAS

Thc Honorable Phit Iseberg, Assemblyman, reprcsenting the
easlem Ffl of CCC, attonded the MDAS meedng on Dccember
7. He issued a challenge to us all. The Assemblyman wans to
know of any sites, locations, or areas in East County ftaI wc
belicve to be of value to birds and wildlife. As dcvclopment
continucs apace in Contra Costa County, therc is lcss and lcss
gmd habiht for birds and wildlife. We must act now 10 cnsurc
protecdon for somc of the remaining areas. If you have a

thought on the matter, write to the Conservation Committe€,
P. O. Box 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

1990 WILDLIFE AREA PASSES

Mcmbers can help prsserve or improvc vital bird and otrer wild-
life habitals by purchasing Califomia Depaiment of Fish and
Gamc Wildlifc Area Passes at $11.00 for 1990. Thesc passcs
permit unlimitcd admission to nrnc wildlife areas and ecological
reservcs. One pass is needed for each ;rcrson in a car. Altcmatc
daily passes for 1990 are $2.25. A further contribution would
be the purchase of the Native Species Stamp, $8.50 for 1990.
This is a collector's itcm: the 1989 stamp, a painting of a Perc-
grinc Falcon, is by oul own Harry Adamson. With purchasc of
either the pass or sutmp, you may also subscribc to Outdoor-
Cawrnia at the rcduced rate of $4.50. Passes and shmps are
sold at fic wildtife arcas and a[ many stores ftat issue hunting
and frshing licenscs, or may bc ordcred direcdy from Save Our
Wild Places, 3211 S St., Sacramento, CA 95816. Enclosc
check made out to Califomia Deparunenl of Fish & Gamc, or
calt I -80GTHE-WILD for crcdit card puchase.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

tlats off to all who have made this a great ycar for the Audubon
Adventures, the bi-monthy ncwspaper and teacher's guidc for
students in third through sixth grades. This year we have 79
classes enrolled in the program, 60 classes sponsored by Dow
Chcmical and 19 by our mcmbers. This is a good increasc
sincc last year. Many &anks lo:
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Ralph Bruns
Jan Cooper
Dow Chcmical Co.
[.ois Foster
Mr. and Mrs R. Gallaghcr
Lynn t akso
Al I\ilcNabney
Juditl Morond
Barbara Vaughn

Willa Cobe
EIiz:betl Dickey
Sharyn Fcmandez
Elinor Frcing
Mr. and Mrs. J. Kenncdy
Edna Mass
Tara Mikesh
Susan Rohlicck
Mrs. Frank Williams

oulheastem Arizona is one of tie most cxciting spots for
birding in tle cntire counrry. More than 300 specics regularly
occur here. Of lhese,25 are not regularly found elsewherc in
the Unitcd States. Another 30 or so are lound only in this re-
gion or in parts of Texas and Ncw Mcxico. Not only is the
irding exceptional, but the scenery is spcctacutar.... Where

is the United Shtes would you lake time our from warch-
ng such dazzling birds as the Magni{icent Hummingbird, Red-

Warbler, or Painted Redslan to look at the scenery?
Juneslanc, A Bird.er's Cuide to Southeastern Arizona



NEW MEMBERS

Wc extcnd warm grcetings !o these new MDAS membcrs and
hope to mect them at our activitics: Jeanne Alexander, Mark
Ashby, Joscph Bcck, James Benncy, J. Bettencourt, Sarah
Blodgctt, Patricia Bloodwonh, Margarct Brown, Francis A.
Campos, Meredes Clark, Tcrrence F. Davs, Joy N. Dislacio,
Bill Faisst, Heidi Fcrguson, Kathy French, Kris Gilbert, Jim
Hail, Jill Hcdgecock, Lois Henschen, Alvie Hill, Dona Hoefs,
Richard Laezman, Curt Larson, Jon Linck, R. Millar, Linda
Millspaugh, PhyUis Nishimori, Linda Paravanga, Ron Parks,
Bert Pate, lvlargarct Piercc, Victor Pinckney, Judith Preble,
Stcphen Quigglc, Rich Radigonda, Bcft Rose, Amy and John
Schade, Marylyn Simpson, Mel Smith, Gail Soldavini, Janine
Squirc, Man Swatman, Karen Synowiec, Cyntiia E. Trahan,
Diane Trainque, lawrence Yiel, Harriet Whitc, William Wid-
dowson, Diane Williamson, Valorie Wion, Roben Wisecarvcr,
and Hcidi Wyckoff.
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RARE BIRD ALERT HELP NEEDED

Joc Morlan needs a ncw tapc rccorder/answerrng machine foO
the Nonhem California Rare Bird Alen. Those of you who
have travelcd around the counry and called other rare bird alers
know what a tenific lob Joc is doing with Uc Rare Bird Alen.
However, even the bcst equipment wc€rs out cven(ually whcn

used as heavily as lhis service is. Anyone wishing !o make a

donadon to the fund !o purchasc a new lape recordcr may send

a check to thc Coldcn Gatc Audubon Socicry, 1250 Addison
SEe€l, #1078, Bcrkeley, CA 94702. Make thc check to
GGAS - Rare Bird Update Fund.

6

DONATIONS TO MDAS

MDAS wishes to cxpress apprecmLion for donations to the

chapter made by Bcssie and James Smyth, of Martinez, and by
Eleanor Platt and Jan Hilton of Sun Cily, Arizona, made in
memory of Nctha Kinkead. Their gencrosity and suppon are
grmtly appreciated,

The Quail is published monthly except for the combined JulylAugust issue Audubon membersfup includes subscriptions to the

Quail and Audubon magazine. To join ($j1lyear individual, $38 fanily; introductory and senior rates available), write a check to
National Aud.ubon Society but send it, with letler or subscription card, to the Menbership Chairperson, Diane Macario,2425 Maple
Ave., Concord, CA 94520 The Chapter ben$ts financially from membership applications it processes Full Audubon membersWp is
encouraged., but subscription to the Quail rs ava able separate from membership al Slyear. The check should be node to MDAS and
mailed to the MDAS Treasurer, Florence Bennetl, P.O. Box 31435, Walnut Creek, CA 94598. First class railing of the Quail to
member or nownember is aa additional $3lyear poyable to MDAS &. senl to the Treasurer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consuk Diane Macano, (415) 674-0920.

Barbara Burek, Edttor, 157 Ml. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (415)229-0394
Exchange bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Dtoblo Audubon Socrcty, P. O. Bor 53, Wslnut Creek, CA 94596, pLease
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February Program:

Have you ever sought quiet? Where would you go
to escape the constant noise of civilization and listen
to the voices of nature? Even at many of our parks
and refuges, the sounds of cars, airplanes, and even
other people are ever present. Our February I
speaker, Paul Matzner of the Nanral Sounds Library
at the Oakland Museum, will speak to us about
sound recording, play examples of natural sounds,
and examine the concept of quietude as an integral
part of the definition of wildemess. Join us for this
unusuaJ presentation.

Paul Matzner has been intersted in nature's sounds
since his childhood in Long Island, New York. He
studied molecular and cellular biology at Universiry
of Pennsylvania and animal behavior at Rutgers. He
was a Rarger Naturalist in the Everglades National
Park, and an educator in the Oakland Junior Center
of An and Science and in the Natural Sciences De-
partment of the Oakland Museum. He was asked to
record natural sound for the Oakland Museum in
1983 and has expanded the collection since then. He
also co-founded the Narure Sounds Society in 1983.

Jim Lomax will give a slide presention on his work
with the Golden Gate Raptor Observatory for the
February Bird Information.

Elizabeth Pierson, known as "the Bat Lady," will
talk at the March meeting on the ecologic role of bats
in the world and the imponance of their preservation.

Quiet Places: An Endangered Habitat?
General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr Iane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doon open
7:00 Birding Info
7:30 Business Meeting
8:0 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, February
8, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Gifford and Winnie
Young, 1451 Janet Ct., Benicia, (707) 745-4134.
Board meetings are open to all interested memben.

The National Audubon Society program of Ecology
Camps and Workshops for 1990 is now available.
New this year are three nature photography work-
shops and three ecology workshops, in southeastern
Arizona, the Olympic Peninsula in Washington, and
Big Bend National Park in Texas. If you would like
more information about any of the Ecology Camps
and Workshops, please call Education Chairman Jan
Cooper, 372-8680. More information in the March
issue of the Qzail.

a



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

WHITHER WILDLIFE IN TIIE 190's?
Burrowing Owls wcrc oncc fairly prolific in CCC, but now are
seldom secn. Where have they gone? Assuredly development
has raiscd havoc with t}tesc unobuusive birds. Developcrs'
bulldozers flattcn hills, without regard for the crcaurcs that
havc madc "tleir" homes in such spots, so colonics of Burrow-
ing Owls arc wiped out The Christmas Bird Count indicates
the srcep declinc of thc spccies.

An Environmenal Impact Report is produced in conncction
with a proposed developmcnt in Alamo. Thc plan calls for
vholesa.lc elimination of nativc oaks. At the samc time, other
groups are urging thc planting of MORE Ecc.s. Aurlorities
wam of thc "grcenhousc" cffcct, which is much morc likcly to
happcn if wc eliminatc wholc grovcs of trers.

Cadagc Hilts West, anothcr Errible (proposed) dcvelopmcnt,
calls for tuming idyllic propcrty ovcr to the gertlc carc of he
City of Richmond and a dcvelopment project calls for whole-
sa.le climination of hills, trces, and wildlifc. The Alcutian
Canada Gmsc, an cndangercd spccics that uscs this arca for
nesting, brccding, and feeding, is also now in trouble. There's
a sudden push on to rcmove it from the endangered spccies lisr
The Alcutian Canada Goose has "assertedly" had a magnificcnt
resurgcnce in population and thercfore should no longer bc
considered as erdangered

Slate highway funds arc cvidently inadequate. Even cxisting
projccs, such as the I-68024 renoyadon in CCC may NOT
be completed. Thc lcadcrship of the state argucs for NO new
taxcs, but supports a ballot proposition that significandy
changes the division of highway funds betwecn northcm and
southern California. Growh-inducing impacts of more and
more ftccways cannot be denied.

Thc Planning and Conscrvation l-eague, a bright spot in our
effort !o look to the futuc, has achieved cnough signatures to
placc a u-ansit propostion on the ballot. The PCL proposal
will call for rapid transit projects to allcviate thc highway con-
geslion and mindless construction of morc and morc frecways.
In thc mcantimc, an cstimated 1000 people arrivc in Califomia
each and ev€ry day, all seeking a ncw lifc in rJis state. Most of
thcm bring at leasl OI[E automobile with thcm. More
growth, more hazlrds for birds and wildlifc.

Agricultural land owncrs try to sell to devclopcrs, which may
be OK for them, but wherc will peoplc be gctting thcir fmd
and fibre in 20 years? If a majority of our bfsl agdcultural
lands are covercd with houscs, shopping malls, and roads, what
thcn? Certainly food cosS will be higher ifsuch an cventuali-
Ly Gcurs. Again, what of our birds and wildifc if all such
lanG arc developed?

February 1990

THE CCC GENERAL PLAN IS DONE
Thc County has announced completion of thc LONG dclaycd
Gcneral Plan. It is tm e$ly to de@rminc how thc Gencral
Plan will protcct the values and way of life peoplc in CCC
havc had. As compared with rampant, almost mindlcss devcl-
opmcnt, il is likcly tle new General Plan will fall far short of
idcal. Thc last word has NOT yet be€n written on Oal subject!
Thc impacs on open spac!, birdlife, and agricultuc will all be

severe. I-n cascs of unacreptilble developmcnt, a dctcmined ef-
fon by TIIE PEOPLE has often reversed or at lcast softened
proposed proje.ts. Peoplc DO make a diffcrcnce. Our birds
and wi.ldlifc can't dcfend thcmselves from mmpanl" ftoughtless
dcvelopment. It takcs caring, informed people to spcak for
thcm.

Lct tle dccision makcrs know you care about birds and
wildlifc. Thc welfarc and futurc of such gcaturcs HAS to bc
considercd as development ges forward

OLD GROWTH FORESIS
Onc fting has happcned sincc thc Spotted Owl was brought
into the quesdon as to lhe futurc of our old growth forests.
Thc gencral public is 'bcginning' to understand. It is NOT
only in Br^zil that forcst practiccs arc cndangcring peoplc,
wildlifc, and thc fuuc. Redwood forests have been a pnint of
pridc for Califomians, but unless somching drastic is donc
soon 10 rcvcrse currcnt activities, most of thesc gorgcous old
trc€s wi[ bc GONE! Ross Johnson, Chief of Forest Practices
Regulation, has written: "Califomia now has ovcr 236,000
acrcs in rcdwood parks, of which virgin old growth compriscs
76,000 acrcs." Now isn't THAT someriing! Out of millions
of acres of redwoods wc used to havc, 76,000 acrcs of old
growth rcdwmds arc in parks If current rcnds mntinuc, you'd
bctlcr hury if you want to sc€ a redwmd grove. Thcre is an
altcrnal.ivc: Get involved in thc circulating of petitions, so a
ballot mcasure can be devclopcd to halt ftc logging of thesc
magnifrcent uees.

ALASIN{! OL SPN 1

Onc rcsult of last ye€r's HUGE Alaskan oil spill is thc cvident
dctcrmination of Congressional leades to l-rrn up thc rulcs and
regulations conceming the shipping and drilling ofoil. At thc
samc time, there is an administration proposal to cnd studics
of tltc spi[ in Fcbruary. Onc conscrvation lcadcr says:
"l,etting Exxon detcrmine how badly Alaskan shorcs and water
are damagcd is like letdng Count Dracula takc inventory at the
blood bank. The govcmment sccms oblivious to thc obvious
conflict of interes hcre." Again, YOU can make a difference!
Make your thoughs klown 10 the President and your Scnaors
and Representative in Congess.

,
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Lct's havc a motto for tlc 1990s:

Be infomcd.
Bc acdve.

o



ps are open to members and nonmembcrs alike. Carpml
time is depanure dme. Carpool expense: 5 cens per mile
per rider is suggested: blls and cntry feas are shared cqually
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, field guidc and lunch.

rips go in tight rain or dlizzle: if in doubt, call leader up o
12 hour beforc dcpanure dme

FIELD TRIPS

Di[ficulty of f ield trip:

Category l: Easy, up ro I mile walking, smmth paths

Category 2: Moderate, 1 mile or more, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult, cxtensivc walking, rough tcrrain

Thursday, February 1, Thornton. Carpool 7:30 a.m., south-
west corner of Sun Valley parking lot. Mcct 8:45 a-m. in park
at. cnd of Glascock Rd. Takc SR4 to Andoch Bridgc (tou), go
norh along river !o Rio Vish. Tum east on SRl2 for 11.5
miles, then turn left onto Glascock Rd. Hawks, Tundra
Swans, Sandhill Cranes, and grassland birds. Trip will go in
light rain. If questions, ca.ll thc lcadcr.
I-eader: Elizabeth Dickey,2544486 Category 1

Saturday and Sunday, February l0 and ll, Los BrDos cnd
Panoche Yallcy. Thcre will be a group dinner Saturday at
the Woolgrower's Restauant in [.os Banos. Call trip leadcr
Florcncc Bennctt" 689-3106, for morc information. Make your
motel rescrvations now; see December Qzarl for suggcstions.

Wednesday, February 14, Berkeley shorclinc. Carpool
8:00 a.m. on El Nido Rd. Takc Acalanes Roed cxit from
Hwy. 24; follow signs for Upper Happy Valley Rd. and pa*
on El Nido. Mcet at 8:30 a-m. in thc parking lot at thc nonh
cnd of Oc Emcryvi[c Marina Takc Hwy. 24, uJm nonh onlo
I-80. Take the hrst cxit, Powell SL, tum left undcr the free-
way and follow Powell to thc end. Tum right and drivc along
Manna Road to 6e nrming circlc ar fte cnd and park in thc lot
on he left. May be cold and windy. Many intercsring birds
turn up along this waterfront each ycar, including lmns,
grebcs, and bay ducks.
Leadcn Barbara Vat9hl,3768732 Catcgory I

Saturday, February 24, Bodege Bey. Carpool 7:00 a.m.,
soutrwest corncr of Sun Valley parking lol Mc€t 9:00 a.m.
at $e Tides Restaurant. Go north on US l0l. Tatc thc
Washington St. cxit in PcEluma, go west on Bodcga Hwy. o
SR I, tum left 10 Bodega Bay. Thc Tidcs Rcsaurant is on thc
left, oppositc a Union sudon. Can bc cold and windy.
Lcadcr: Jimm Edgar,658-2330 Catcgory I

February 1990

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

ALTAMONT PASS, Dccember 2.

Twelve members and guests saw 47 species on a beautiful day
in east Alameda County. While hawk numben wcre wcll
down, trc highlighb included a Femrginous Hawk, a Prairie
Falcon, and a beaudful da*-phase Red-ailed Hawk. Orher
highlights included a Sage Thrasher, 70 t ong-billed Curlews, 6
Mountain Bluebirds, and 5 Rock Wrens. After the trip, scveral
members saw a Roadrunner in Del Pucrlo Canyon.

George Finger

NILES CAi.IYON, Dccembcr 7.
This 70 degree "winter' rlay was as always a very nicc trip for
thc l'en membcrs and guests that went. The usual numbcrs of
waterfowl and shorcbirds wcrc not prcscnt. Some loss was duc
to the unusMlly warm wcather that has kcpt many of rhc birds
funhcr nonh; other loss is duc to the loss of suitablc habitat
thal wc saw on thc trip. Alameda Crcck is dammcd and dredged
and just does not havc thc opcn water, mud flas, and riparian
habitat ftat it oncc had. Still, we saw 75 species including
somc good looks at thc cxpected Spotted Sandpipcr, Eared and
Homcd Grebes, and Grcater Yellowlegs. A Lincoln's Sparrow
and Orangc+rowned Wadler added somc exciEment to thc land
bird [ist- This area, becausc of thc isolation crcatcd by fencing,
crcatcs an almost wilderncss fcel within an uban sctting. I
hope thcre will be a continued effon to kcep this area protccted
so thal wildlifc will havc thcir own sanctuary.

Jimm Edgar

PALO ALTO BAYLANDS, Derrmber 13.

Thc day was clcar with a cold wind for t}c two obscrvcrs. Thcrc
wcrc no Black Rails, dcspitc a 7+ tidc. Thrcc Clapper Rails
wcrc well-obscrved. The highlight was thc two Sharptailed
Sparrows along thc scwage channcl. Also, Nonhcrn Shovclcrs
wcrc cxtrcmcly abundant on all the ponds. 56 spccics lotal.

Elizabeth Dickey

TIIE EI\DA]\GERED SPECIES
OF CALIFORNIA
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OBSERVATIONS
By Jean Riclunond

Please send observations o Je3n Richmond,
125 Vra Serena, Alamo, CA 94507, or catl 837-2U3.

Plmse include ),our telcphone number wilh l/our observadons.

N]oI&: Next Observations deadline is February 1.

Rcddish Egret: I dark-morph immature trom 12128-l/9 at
Moss Landing. (GF, RH, MP, BR, MOb; also on RBA)
Carrle Egrct: I on 1Ul9 alop the aviary at tlkc MeniE. (JR,

FB)
Wood Duck: I fcmale on l/9 at Palo Alto Baylands'duck
pond (JR); 10 on l/10 along Putah Creek (GF, MP).
Blue-wingcd Teal: 3 malcs on l/2 aJ Arrowhcad Ma$h in San

t eandro Bay. (JR, FB)
Eurdsian Wigeon: male on l/9 at thc Palo Allo Flood ConEol
Basin (RD, JR); 2-3 males on l/9 at Mountain Vicw Forebay
(JA, JR).
Rcdhead: 33 on lAll off W. FronEge Rd. near Powcll St.,
Emeryvilte (RH); I male on 1Ul9 atl.ake Menio (FB, JR).
Ring-ncckcd Duck: pair on l2n7 al Hidden l:kes Park in
Martinez. (FB, JR)
Krng Eider: I male, now in breeding plumage, on 1/9 at lhc
PL Rcycs Fish Docks. (FB, MJC)
Harlequin Duck: I male on U9 at MP 14.86 on SR I along
Bolinas kgoon. (FB, MJC)
Oldsquaw: I from 1/l-l/8 at Moss t anding harbor enE-ancc
(GF, MP, BR, CW: also on RBA): I on lB at PL Rcycs Fish
Docks (FB, MJC).
Banow's Goldenelg: 35-40 on l2l19 at take Menitt (FB, JR);
2 pair on 1/9 at Bolinas Lagoon (FB, MJC).
Osprey: I oa 121'15 xl.afayetse Rcscrvoir. (G&MJM)
Rough-legged Hawk: I on l?5 near Rock City, Mt. Diablo
Sratc Park. (ELI)
Golden Eaglc: I on 12122 atlafaydtc Rcscrvoir. (G&,MJM
Merlin: male on 12121 inher Manhcz yard. (D!9
Hecrmann's Gull: I adult in full brceding plumage on 1/l at
Pcbblc Beach, San Mateo Co. (GF, KH)
Solitary SandDiper I from l/l-1, at Pinto tlkc near Watson-
ville. (BR; also on RBA)
Northem P:rgmy-Owl: I on l/'10 along Putah Crcck near
Monticello Dam. (GF, MP)
Costa's Hummingbird: I from l2ll9-1U20 at her Walnut
Crcck feeder. (GG)
Lcwis' Woodoccker: I on 12122 utd 12124 alory lron Horse
Trail at Love [ane, Danville. (KA)
Red-naM Sapsucker: fcmalc on 126 in thcir south Walnut
Crc€k yard. (I-&RH)
Duskv-caoned Flycatchcr: I calling from 12128-1D in
Pinc t ake Park, SF. (JA, GF, EH, CH, KHi also on RBA)
Canyon Wrcn: I on 1U4 urd l2l3L in Pinc Canyon, MDSP.
(KlO
Housc Wren: I on l2l4 in Pinc Canyon. (KtI)
Mountarn Bluebird: male on l?4 in Pine Canyon. (KII)

Fcbn:ary 1990

Black-thmated Gray Warblcr: fcmalc fiom l2t8-ll9 in their k-
faycr@ gaden. (B&HA)
Townscnd's Warbler: I wintcring in their lafayette gardcn
(B&HA); 2 on 1/8 rn Curry Canyon, MDSP (Ktt).
Summer Tanagcr: femalc on l/l at Pine Lake Park, SF (EH,

CII): I from l/1-1t7 along Conalitas Creek behind Wasonville
Communrty Hosprtal (BR: also on RBA).
Swamo Soarrow: I on l/1 at south end of Lakc Merced. SF,

(EH,Cr0
Whitc-throatcd Sparrow: 1 adult from 12/19-lll0 in her Alamo
gardcn (JR): I on 12f24 in Gen Grave's Walnut Crcck garden

(KH); 1 on l/4 at Phrpps Ranch on Pescadcro Rd., San Mateo

Co. (GF, KH).
"Slatc-colorcd" Junco: I from l26l-ll10 in hcr Alamo garden.

(JR)

Cassin's Finch: female on l2l3 at Pioneer campground,
MDSP. (KH, BR)

Observers: Betty and Harry Adamson, Kamran Alavi, John As-
cher, Florencc Bennct!, Mary Janc Culver, Ruth Dement,
George Finger, Gen Gravcs, Ed Hase, Charlie Hines, Kevin
Hintsa, Lura and Ralph Hudgins, George and Molly Janc Mon-
heil, Many Obscrvcrs, Marjoric Plant, Bob Richmond, Jean

Richmond, Everet[ Uttcrback, Chuck Wheetcr, and Denisc
Wighr. RBA = No. Cal. Rarc Bird Alert, 528-0288, changed
weekly, usually Tuesday moming; updates, 524-5592, changed
frequently, most often daily.

Obscrvstions nced not be of rarities. Please report common
birds in uncommon placls, at uncommon dmes, or doing un-

common things. Do you wondcr ifa sighting is unusual? Con-
sluJt Annotated Birds of Northern California, available at Lind-
say Museum, Nature Company, Natual Instincls, and oher nat-

ural hisory outlcs.

Origi"al
Skctch
by Carcl Lutz

E

NEW OBSERVATIONS EDITOR

Donna Pcake-Klein, our Obscrvations Editor sincc 1986, has rc-
signcd !o retum to school. As Editor, I wish to thank hcr for
all hcr work in coordinating the column and wish hcr the best in
hcr new endeavors. Jean Richmond has agrccd to Eke over as

thc Obseryations Editor. Please send future observations to hcr
at thc addrcss given abovc or call hcr at thc number givcn.
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RESULTS

Thc 1989 MDAS Contra Costa County Christsnas Count mcurred on Sau[day, December 30, a generally pleasant day as compared to

the tasl few years. I 13 participans in l8 groups and 4 feeder watchcrs saw 158 species and 33,707 individuals birds. Two birds werc

seen during the count week, the 3 rlays before and afer thc count day. Everyone worked very hard to makc this our most successful

counL I especially want to Lhank thc group leadcrs, the visiting birdcrs from Napa-Solano and Ohlone Audubon chapters, and Barbara

Vaughn and Winnic Young for their work on tie pot-luck dinner.

Rare or unusual birds included Bluc-wingcd Teal in tlre Pittsburg marshes seen by Ed Hase, Redhead and Tufted Duck secn at lvlallard
Rescrvoir by Bob Richmond and Bob Landfear, l.esser Yellowlcgs and Short-billed Dowitchcr se€n by Ed ]Iase's group, Glaumus
Gull seen by Bob Richmond, Burrowing Owl scen by Florcnce Bennett's group, 20 Mounhin Bluebirds found in Whitc Canyon by
Kamran Alavr, Solitary Vireo scen near Curry Point on Mt. Diablo by Jim Smith, Hermit Warbler seen at Briones by John Ascher,
and the Black-throated Gray Warbler at Bctty and Harry Adamson's fceder and Whitc-throated Sparrows at Jean Richmond's and Lynn
Famr's feeders.

Maury Stcm, Compilcr

Common [-oon
Pied-billed Grcbc
Emcd GrEbc

Western Grcbe
Clark s Grebc
Doublc-crestcd Cormorant
Amcrican Biuem
Great Blue Hcron
GrEat Eglet
Snowy Egret
GEen-backed Hercn
Black-crowned Night-heron
Grcarer Whitc-fronlcd Goosc
Snow Goosc
C€nada Goose

Y&od Puct (e)
Green-winged TeaI
Mallard
Nonhem Pintail
Blue-winged Tcal
Cinnamon Tcal
Nortlem Shovcler
Gadwall
Amcrican Wigeon
Canvasback
Redh€ad

Ring-necked Duck
Tuftcd Duck
Ianscr Scaup
Common Gotdcneye
Buflefrcad
Hodcd Mersanscr
Common Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Turkcy Vulture
Blek-should€red Kitc
Nonlem }larrier
S harp-shinned Hawk
Cmper's Hawk
Red-shouldered llawk

Rcd-tailcd tlawk
Femrginous rlawk

BSgd!:!9CCcdIa:,,r
Golden Eagle
American Kegel
Mcrlin
Prairic Falcon
Ring-nccked Pheasant

Califomia Quail
sEBlal
Virginia Rail
Sora
Common Mmrhcn
Amcrican Coot
Killdc€r
Black-necked StiIt
Ancrican Avact
Greatcr Yellowlegs
lrsscr Yellowlegs
Wi[ct
Spottcd Sandpipcr
Long-billed Curlew
Marbled Godwit
Sanderling
Weslem Sandpipcr
Lcas Sandpipcr
Dunlin
Shon-biIed Dowitchcr
l-ong-billed Dowircher
Common Snipc
Mew Cull
Ring-billed Gull
Califomia Gull
Hcrring Gull
Thaycr's Gull
Westcm Gull
G laucous-winged GuIl
Glaucous Gull
Rock Dove
Band-tailed Egcon

Mouming Dovc
BamOvl
Wcstcrn Sqrcch-owl
Grrat Homed Owl
B Owl
Short-€arcd Owl
Whitc-thrcaled Swift
Anna's Hummingbird
Bcltcd Kingfishcr
Amm Wodpecker
Red-brccted Sapscker
Nuttall's \Yodpecker
Downy Woodpeckcr
HairyW@ker
Nonhem Flicker
Black Phoebe
Say's Phoebe
Homcd Lek
Trec Swallow
Stcllcr's Jay
Scrub Jay
Amcrican Crow
Common Raven
Chcsnut-backed Chickadec
Plain TiEnouse
Bushdt
Whitc-brcastcd Nurharch
Brown Crecpcr
Rmk Wren
Canyon Wren (cp)
Bcwick's Wren
Housc Wren
Marsh Wrcn
Goldcn-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-oowncd Kinglet
Wescm Bluebird
Mountain Bluebird
Townscnd's Solitairc

Varicd Thrush
wrcntit
Nonhem Mckingbird
Califomia Thrasher
Amcrican Pipit
Cedar Waxwing
PhainoEpla
toggcrhcad Shrike
Euopcan Starling
Soli Yirco
Hutton's Virco
Yellow-ru mped Wa6ler
Black-throated Gray Warblcr
Townscnds Warblcr
Hermit Warbler
Common Yellowthrcat
Rufous-sided Towhee

Califomia Towhee
Rufous-crowned Spanow
I:rk Spanow
Sagc Sparrow
Savannah Spanow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Whi te-throated Spanow
Golden-qowncd Spanow
Whitc+rowned Sparow
Dark+yed Jurrco
Red-winged Blackbird
Tricolorcd Blackbird
W6tcm Mcadowlark
Brcwe1s Blackbfud
Brown-headed Cowbird
Puple Finch
Housc Finch
Pine Siskin
I-c,sser Goldlurch
American Goldfinch
Housc Sparrow

a
Hermit Thrush
American Robin



NEW MEMBERS

We are happy to greet Ocse new MDAS members and hope to
meet thcm at our acLiyitics: Mark Amorose, Janet Benson,
Barbara Brunell, Patricia Brunell, Janet Caprile, D. Copper-
man, Mr. Degenhardt, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Eastwood, Thom
Gamble, Steven Glover, Roberta Keeblc, Rod Kecner, Jewel
Peterson, Shirlcy Porl.er, Donna he€ce, Arlene Russcll, Jocl
Summerhitl, Mr. and Mrs. P. Tanner, and S@phen Tognoli.

LOST AND FOUND

Found after the Chrislmas Count Potluck:
A white au gradn dish, a 'Grandma" type fork, and a pintjar
of drpping Sauce. Call Winnic Young, (707) 74541y.

Found in Maury SEm's car afrcr a field trip:
A pair of binoculars and a pair of spcctaclcs. Call Maury, 

-

284-5980.
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MT. DIABLO SALES

The following recommcnded birding books arc available from
thc MDAS Salcs Managcr, Grfford Young, l45l Janet Couft,
Bcnicia, CA 94510, (707) 7454134. Plcase make chccks
payable !o MDAS.

Birding Northern Califurnia, by Jean Richmond. 72 Eocd
spols to bird, from Monterey and Los Banos to the Oregon
border. $9.98 +$0.72 tax = $10.70 at MDAS me€(ings,
$12.05 by mail.

National Gmgraphrc Society's F'irld G uide to Birds of North
Anunca,Edition lL Comprehensive idendhcation of all birds
that ncst norlh of Mcxico or migrarc through, plus wandercrs
and cxotics. 4& pages. 514.92 plus $1.08 tax =$16.00at
MDAS meetings, $17.50 by mail.

Best Birding in Napa and Solano Counties. 2l birding hot
spots, wiII dirgqtions, time of best birdlag, birds of interrst,
rarities. Sketches, somc photographs. -$4.00, including tax,
at MDAS meeLings, $5.30 by mail.
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Exchonge bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery, P. O.
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March Progtam:

Bats: Myth and Reality

OA#5";:XLli,hl*[1llTl];Jsti,Xhl#'#;
exploited, endangered and extirpated in many areas.
Pictured as blood-sucking vampires, in reality bats
come in diverse sizes from very small to quite large
and feed from a wide variety of food sources which
include fruits and nectar as well as blood.

At our March I meeting, Dr. Elizabeth Pierson will
talk about bats and their role in many ecosystems of
the world. Dr. Pierson is an international expen and
has been involved in the study and conservation of
bats for the past twelve years. She has traveled to
Central and South America, Australia, New Zealand
and the South Pacific. Come join us for new insight
into the world of bats as Dr. Pierson discusses the
myths, superstitions and realities of bas today.

Barbara Vaughn will show "Saving California's
Life" for March Bird Information. This short video
is provided by the California Endangered Species
Campaign, in conjunction with the Califomia state
tax rcturn check-off program.

The April meeting will feature Raj Singh who will
speak about "Birds of India."

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr Lane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Dmrs open
7:00 Birding Info
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, March 8,
at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Britta Cascio, 432 Veda
Dr., Danville, 837 -2895. Board meetings are open to
all interested members.

CHAPTER OFFICERS

The nominating committee is conducting a search for
two officers needed for the 1990-91 year, starting in
September 1990. The chapter needs candidates for
President and Secretary. Please think about making a
contribution of your time to suppon the organization.
Volunteen are appreciated. To volunteer or for more
information, please call Shirley Ellis at 939-9091.

o



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

OAKLEY - AGAIN!
The ink isn't dry on the new Counl.y General Plan. Ncithcr
has thc proposed (new) General Plan bccn approved. Despite
such "minor" dclails, a proposcd plan to permit mnstruction of
thousands of dwellings in Oakley is now up for consideration.
Thosc with long memorics will recall that a somewhat similar
plan was produced about fircc years ago. Reason, pursuasivc

argumcnt, and even a bit of pleading failed to sway lhose deler-
mined o sec Oaklcy grow from a widc spot in fic road 1o a

major community. Finally, thc Sicrra Club and MDAS took
legal action. Just over two ycars ago tie judge ruled in favor
of thc people by upholding the action taken by MDAS and the

Sierra Club. Finding the new Oalley Plan to be sadly defi-
cicnt in dealing with problems of infrastructure, MDAS, the
Sicna Club, and the Greenbelt Alliance have again takcn legal
action to prcvcnt the illogical, destrucdve Oakley Plan from
taking effect. Thc issues involved are tr-affic, ctogged high-
ways, schools, librarics, water, scwagc AND a quality of life
that residents of CCC have had and don't want to losc.

GENERAL PLAN MOVING ALONG!!!!!!
Afier MANY months of dclibcradon, including a couple of
years of work by thc Gcncral Plan Congrers, fic Plan has becn
produccd. (If you want to buy a copy, ifll cost you about
$45.00.) Unfonunately, the time, cffon and concem hasnl
produced a Plan that is acccpublc. The hrst public "brush"
came January 30 when the County Planning Commission held
a hcaring on lhc Environmenkl Impact Reporl MDAS was
reprcsented by Kent Fickctt, who was jorncd by M. Perault of
the Sierra Club and Mark Evanoff of the Greenbelt Alliance.
The issues included projectcd u-affic, air quality and anticipatcd
population based on ABAG projcctions. Otlcr major issues
were public facilitics such as schools, librarics, and hospitals,
as well as scwagc and water scrvices. Inadequately described
arc sources of funding for roads and oher servic€s. What to do
about it? MDAS will kcep at it until THEY get it right!

MONARCH BUTTERFLY
Is this another ulc of "we dont care"? Told 'round the world is
thc tale of the Monarch Butterfly. lt flys thousands of miles at
certain fimes of thc year to roost in the trees amund Monterey.
Suddenly thc "este€med" Montcrey City Council is approving
development plans for six lots, which will permit removal of
ftc VERY TREES in which the Monarchs come o visit.
Who spcaks for tie Monarch Butterfly? At thc outset, tlere
was evidcntly NO one. For no one in authority raised any
quesl.ion as to what would happen to thc buuerflics if all their
Lrccs were eliminated for a development project. BUT, when
the word got out, a fuss was raiscd and peoplc DID becomc in-
tercsted. Now therc is some son of united effort to undo what
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the Council hath wrought. Time will tell how sincere is the

effon and even morc to the point, dmc will rell if thc cffort is

successful. We'll keep you adviscd

FRANK LLOYD WRIGTIT.
WHAT DEVELOPMENT MEANT TO HIM

Wright believed the guiding principlc of $e ncw city must be
thc harmonization of dcvelopmcnt with a rcspect for tlc land
in thc interest of creating a beautiful and civilized landscape.
To Wright, an "organic" landscape mcant more than creating a

bcautiful vistr. It was thc saial effort to integrate the poten-

tially disruptive effcct of the machinc in the service o[ a highcr
purposc. Roben Fishman, in Megopolis Unbound, wrolr,
"Thc new city must now undeflakc lhc difficult task of moving
dcmocratically from is vinually unplanned pell-mell growtlr
o planning with a concern for a balanced growth.' WE neeed

a Frank Lloyd Wright around herc NOW.

THE WINDPOWER ENERGY PROVIDERS AND BIRDS
A few years ago tax brcaks were provided !o lure invesbm inlo
crcadng alrcmative energy souces. Hills in souhem CCC are

now covcrcd with "wind energy" rnachines (a fancy phrasc for a

wrndmill). The tax breks have been eliminated and many of
the altemativc energy providcrs are now GONE! No[ so in
southem CCC. So, what is lJlat lo AUDUBON? Rescarchcn
havc found that many raptors have, for one reason or another,
bcen krllcd as a result of encounters with windmills. The kills
arc VERY important, for thc numbers are so grea[ we doubt
tie rcsident population of raptors can survive, unless some-
thing is done to protc4t the bkds from thc windmills. Studies
have becn undertaken, but so far there is NO decision as o
what can bc done 1o save birds from being killed by an cncoun-
ter with a windmill. So far no effcctive solution is in sight.

MAYHEWS LANDING, A WETLAND UNDER ATTACK
A dcveloper proposes to fill a seasonal wetland ncar Hayward.
"Why?" you ask. Thc developcr, according to the U. S. AImy
Corps of Enginccrs, wants to conslruct several warehouscs.

Question: WHY should valuablc wcdands bc deslroyed so
MORE warehouse typc buildings can be constructcd? Right
now the proposed wctland desEuction is an issue. The Corps
of Engineers is giving attention to the proposal, is soliciting
commcnt from the public, and will cventually decide. It is
tirough such acdons thal rernaining bay wetlands are hearing
peoplc say, going, going, GONE!!!!!

SOME DEPRESSING STATISTICS
ICBP studrcs show in 1988 cleven prccnt (1029 spccics) of
lJle world's birds are now threatened witr exl.inction. Just over
10 ycars ago, a similar worldwidc survcy concluded 290 avian
species werc threatened. In 1989 thc numbcr of s[recies on thc
official U.S. endangered and thrcal.ened list was 559. ln 1970,

the numbcr was just 92. In 1989, thcre are no Dusky Seasidc

Spanows. ln 1970, there wcre close to 1000 individuals.
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ps are open to mcmbers and nonmcmbers alikc. Carpool
tme is departure time. Carpool expcnse: 5 ccnts per mile
per ridcr is suggested; olls and entry fe€s are shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, field guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizde; if in doubt, call lcadcr up to
12 hour before departurc time.

FIELD TRIPS

Difliculty of ficld trip

Category l: Easy, up to I milc walking, smooth paths

Carcgory 2: Moderatc, I mile or morc, possibly rough
Category 3: Diflicull cxtensivc walking, rough tcrrain

Thursday, March I, Hryward Regional Shorclinc. Car-
pool 7:45 a"m. at El Cerro Blvd., west of I-680. Melt al 9:00
a.m. in parking lot at thc entrancc to the Hayward Shorclinc
visitor's Ccntcr. Takc I-680 south !o I-580. From I-580, go
south on I-880 (Nlmitz) to SR 92. Go west toward the San

Mateo Bridge and exit at Clawitcr Rd. Go straight at signal,
and lcft on Breikwater Ave, to the Visior's Centcr. This is a
good arca for shore birds and water bfuds.

I-eadec Florence Bennett 689-3106 Catsgory 2

Wednesday, March 7, Fivc Brooks - Bolines Lagoon.
Carpool 7:00 a.m. at southwest corner of Sun Valley parking
Iot. Mcet 8:30 a.m. in front of Audubon Canyon Ranch. Go
west through Va.Uejo and continue west on SR37 to Athenon
Blvd. On crossing 101, Atheron becomcs San Marin Drivc.
At junction with Novato Blvd, um right and continue lo cnd
at Pt. Reyes - Petaluma Rd. Tum left and go to SRI: left
again on SRI to Audubon Canyon Ranch. This round-about
rouE should avoid most of the commuE Eaffic.
trader: George Finger,933-24$ Category 2

Saturday, March 17, Tomeles Bey Statc Perk. Carpool
6:30 a.m., Acalanes Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just north of
SR 24. Me€t at 8:30 a.m. Cross San Rafacl Bridge. From
US l0l, take San Rafael exit, go 2 blocks, tum left onto Sir
Franccs Drake Blvd. Follow Sir Francis Drakc Blvd. through
Invemcss. Just ovcr the ridge, um right onto Piercc Pt. Rd.
Meet in thc parking lot at Heafl's Desirc Bcach (cnuancc fcc).
t eader: Maury Stem,284-5980 Category 2

Thursday, March 22, Brioncs Rcservoir. Me€t 7:30 a.m.
at Briones Staging area, intersection of Happy Va.llcy and Bear
Creek Roads. This is tle beginning of spring migration.
Lcaden Betty Ga agha,682-2458 Carcgory 3

Saturday, March 31, Garin Rcgional Park. Carpml 7:15
a.m. al El Cerro Blvd., just wqst of 1680. Meet in parking lot
at cnd of Garin Rd., 8:00 a.m. Take 1580 south and I-580
west to SR238 (Missron Blvd.). Go soulh to Garin Rd. and
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tum left to park. Grasslands, somc streamsidei Grasshoppcr
Sparrow is one possibility. CaIl Elizibcft Dickcy, 254-M86,
for more information.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

PLJTAH CREEK, January 6.
A wonderful day was had by tie 32 birdcrs. Highlights inclurlcd
16 spccics of ducks including 100 Ring-nccked Ducks, Wood
Ducks, Common and Hmded Mergansers, Osprcy, Fcmrginous
tlawk, Spotted Sandpipcr, While-thmated Swifls, Rock and

Canyon Wrens, Phainopcplas, and Rufous-crowned and Lin-
coln's Sparrows. At thc end of the trip a Grcat Homed Owl was

heard and a Common Moorhen sccn. A lotal of 88 specics werc
tall ied.

Florencc Bennetl

LAKE MERRITT, January 10.

Tcn mcmbcrs and guests cnjoyed the lakc on a calm, ovcrcast
day. We saw the Ross' Gmsc which has been hcre for a fcw
days. Three Redhcads and a Cattlc Egret werc also prescnt, and
sir to tcn Barow's Goldeneyes were sccn. A total of44 sp€cies

werc seen plus five species which are resident at thc feeding area

and semi-tamc.
Elizabeth Dickcy

SUNOL REGIONAL PARK, January 18.

An almost unprec€dented 19 members and guess enjoyed a cml
but beautifully sunny mid-wcek moming at this, one of thc
Ioveliest of thc East Bay Regional Parks. It was gcncrally
agrc€d that well worth thc trip was a couning display of Goldcn
Eaglcs overhead, and thc awed group watched their acrial ballct"
which included diving with foldcd wings, for scvcral minutcs.
Either 43 or 44 species were tallied, depending on whclhcr wc
wishcd to count a fly-by of a largc flock of gull spccies.

Barbara Vaughn

GRIZZLY ISLAND WILDLIFE REFUGE,lan'any 24.
Twenty-four members and guests tumed out for a tour of the

rcfuge lcd by Ranger Joe Ferera. Wc wcre able to see paff of
drc rcfugc normally not open o visitors, including Joice Island.
Weather was calm, but hazy: birds wcre abundanL A total of

67 species werc seen. Highlights wcre thrce Mcrlins, a GrcaF
homed Owl, and a Sora. We had scvcral cxcellcnt views of
Rough-lcgged tlawks. Mammals se€n included thc Tulc Elk,
Rivcr Ouers, and a Beaver.

Elizabcth Dickcy

SAN MATEO COAST, January 27.
Foure€n birders had a wonderful, sunny day along the coasl
87 species of land, watcr, and shorc birds werc se€n. Hrghlighs
were the Rock Sandpiper at Pebble Beach (along with many
Surfbirds and elevcn Oystercarchcrs), a Lesser Golden-Plover in
Ilalf Mmn Bay, and two Oldsquaws at Princeton Harbor.

Elizabeth Dickey
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OBSERVATIONS
By Jean Riclvnond

Plcase send observations to Jcan Richmond,
125 Via Serena, Alamo, CA 94507, or call 837-2U3.

Please include your tclcphonc numbcr with your observations.

Red-necked Srcbe: 1 on l/10 at the Bcrkeley Pier at high tidc
(ED)i 1 on 1/30 off the Pt" Rcycs Fish Docks (JR).

Cattlc E8reu I sdu at take Merriu &ru l/16. (JR)

white-faccd lbis: 75 on lf22 on Santa Fc Grade Rd., Mcrced
NWR and San Luis NWR. (GF, MP)
Tundra Swan: I on l2l at Pcscadero Manh. (JP)

Snow and Ross' Geesc: thousands on 122 near he end of the
Tour Loop at Mcrced I.{WR. (GF, MP)
Ross' Gmse: I still at Lake Mcrritt on l/16. (JR)

"Bluc" Gmse: 5 on lD2 atMercel f.MR. (GF, MP)
Bluc-wingcd Tcal: I male, 2 fcmales on l/15 at Mtn. View
Sanilary District. (GF, KH)
Eurasian Wigeon: 1 ma.[e on 124 at Bolinas kgoon. (GF,

MP)
Tufted Duck: malc relumed from l/9 to 128 to fic old Sutro
Baths ruins, SF. (JR, also on RBA)
King Eider: adult male sdu off hc PL Reyes Fish Daks thru
r20. (FB, GF, MP, JR, MOb)
Harlequin Duck: male on l/ll at MP 14.62 on SR I atong
Bolinas tagoon. (FB, JR)
Oldsouaw: I or 2 off thc Pt. Reyes Fish Docks from 124 to
160. (Fs, GF, MP, JR, MOb)
Barrow's Goldcneyc: male on 1/11 and l/18 at MP 15 to
15.67 on SR I along Botinas Irgmn (FB, GF, JR); malc on
l/15 at Clifton Coun Forebay (GF, KfD; Iemalc lll3 b ln8
at old Suuo Baths ruins (JR, also on RBA).
Ferruginous Hawk 2 on l/'15 on Hartford Rd., Livermore, and
I on SR 12 in San Joaquin Co. (GF, KH); I on 123 at MP
0.5 along Pleasants Valley Rd., Solano Co. (FB, JR, MOb): I
on lp.4 on Bear Creck Rd., east of Camino Pablo (KA).
Rough-lcggcd Hawk: I on l/15 on Pcltier Rd., San Joaquin
Co. (GF, KH)
Percgrine Falcon: 1 on 1/18 at Pine Gulch Crcek at Bolinas
trgoon. (GF)
Lesscr Golden-Plovcr: 7 on l/18 at Spalcua Plateau, Pt.
Reyes. (GF, also on RBA)
l.csser Yellowlegs: I ol lnZ along the Sanla Fe Grade Rd.
(GF, MP)
Rak Sandoioer: I on 128 at Johnson's l.anding at Haywad
Rcgional Shorelinc. (BR)
Glaucous Gull: first-year immaturc from l/14 to l2l at the
Hayward Regional Shorclinc. @R) ; ^')
[,ewis'Woodmken I on 1/5 along Alhambra Vallcy Rd. near

the old pig farm. (DW)
Duskv-canned Flvcatchcr: I calling, still at Pine [:ke
Park, SF, thru 127. (JR, also on RBA)
Red-breasted Nuthatch: 1 on 1/5 at a wat r dish in his L:fay-
etrc garden. (MS)
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Mountain Bluebird: 4 on l/15 al MP 5.0 on Palterson Pass

Rd. (GF, KH); malc on lRO bctwecn the RCA Station and

Abandoncd Ranch, Pt- Rcyes (JR).

Bendirc's Thrasher: sdtl at 333 Jahant Rd., Lodi, thru l/15.
(GF, Kr{)
Orange-crowned Warbler: I ot 1f22 along with 2 Townsend's
Warblers along thc lafaycte-Monga Tmil. (MS)

Black-throarcd Gray Warbler: 1 wintering female still in lheir
I:Iayeue Garden on 2i l. @&HA)
White-throated Sparrow: I adult still in her Alamo garden as of
2i8. (JR)
"Slatc-colored" Junco: I still in her Alamo garden as of 218.

(JR)
Yellow-headed Blackbird: 6 males on 1/15 along SR 160 just
north of the Antioch Bridgc in a large blackbird flock, mostly
Tricoloreds. (GF, KH)
Grcat-Eiled Grackle: pair strll at Aquauc Park, SF, tru 1/16.
(JR, also on RBA)
Csssin's Finch: I photographed on ll/3 and lll4 m their
Concord garden. (B&BG)

Observers: Be(y and Harry Adamson, Kamran Alavi, Florencc
Bcnneu, Elizabeth Dickey, Gcorge Fingcr, Bc[y and Bob GaI-
lagher, Kcvin Hintsa, Many Observers, Marjoric Plant, Janis
Poct Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond, Maury Stem, and Dcnisc
Wight.

RBA = NO. Cal. Rare Bid Alen, 528-0288, changed wcekly:
vpd^tcs 5U -55q2, changed frequently.

Obscrvations need not be of rarides. Plcasc report common
birds either in uncommon places, at uncommon times, or doing
uncommon things. Do you wonder if a sighting is unusual?
Consvlt Annotared Birds of Northern California, available at
Lindsay Museum, Naturc Company, Natura.l Instincs, and othcr
natural history ouLlets.

AUDUBON ECOLOGY CAMPS

MDAS is again sponsoring two half-scholarships for Audubon
Camps and Workshops. The selectcd pcople may choosc from
Audubon Camp programs throughout the counlry. If you arc
interesl.ed in applying for a scholarship, please submit a letler
explaining how you would bencfit from such a program !o Jan

Cmpcr, l4l4 Date SL, Mardnez, CA 94553. You rnay also
call Jan at 372-8680 if you would likc furthcr information.

This year National Audubon Socicty is offering thc following
camps, field seminars, and workshops: Audubon Camps in
Maine and in thc Wcst, ccology workshops in Conneclicut,
Southcastcm Arizona, Big Bend National Park, and the Olympic
Pcninsula in Washingbn, natue photography ficld seminars in
South Florida and in Yellowsonc and thc Grand Tetons, a held
ecology camp on the Mainc coast, and a field omithology camp
in Maine.
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TRAVEL CORNER

Aransas National Wildlife Refuge
by Vida Dawson

On December 28, 1989, wc took a tfucc hour trip south of San

Anonio, Texas, to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge near

Rockpon, Texas. Despi@ the fact that oul guide said it was

the worst day he d had on the watcr since lhe Whmping Cranes

arrivcd, wc did see betwecn twenty and tlrifly Whoope$ dudng
the cruisc, often at fairly close range. Thc Whooper family
consists of Mom, Pop, and one'baby." The fcmalc lays two
cggs, but raises only one chick. Other bonuscs on thc cruisc
were many Little Blue Herons, Reddish Egrets, Tri-colored
Hcrons, White Ibis, and two Roseaa Spoonbills. After a

drenching rainstorm, fog settled in and we spent two hours

creeping through the fog. We became grounded scveral timcs,
as the tide was thc lowest tle capain had cvcr cxpericnc€d The
interesting land birds secn in thc refugc included thc Black-
crcsted Titmousc, Golden-frontcd Woodpeckcr, Caracara, and

Brown Thrasher. We also saw alligators, whirc-ailed deer, and

a feral hog.

PHENOMENA, COMMENT AND
NOTES

by John P. Wiley jr.

Bird-watching is almost synonymous with harmlcss ecccnrici-
ty, a passion that keeps is practitioners from more destructive
vices. Thcrc is somethrng faintly comical about a group of
pcople, often middle-aged, standing in held or wood wirh bi-
noculars raiscd toward a Ecc branch on which sis a small,
mouse-colored organism of the son a conrributing editor hcre

calls 'Tweety birds.' To the movers and shatcrs, lalking into
their car Elephones as they racc o the airport, birders are irele-
vant to he real world. Yet these are thc me€k who may not so

much inherit lhc Earth as change irs future. Sensibly dressed

kooks are banding togc$cr to save the miner's canary; if thcy
succecd, they will ineluctably save the miner as well.

Birden tend to be low prohlc, and no one is sure how many
there are. Only about 50,000 lake pan in fie annual Christ-
mas munts or subscribc to such serious joumals as American
Brrds. But 600,00 field guides are sold every ycar, and birdcrs
spend an estimated $4 billion traveling 1o where the wildlifc is.
The 60 million Americans who feed birds spcnd another $500
million annually for more Unn a million ons of birdseed. Likc
bittems hiding in thc reeds, they arc out here.

Birdcn have spoken up bcforc. At the tum of Ulc centuy they
stop@ the slaughtcr of egrets for their plumes. In thc 1930s

thcy saved the ducks before thc last one was shot out of thc
sky. This dmc lhe goal is grander, howevcr: nothing less
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tran o save the birds of the world, all hundred billion individu-
als of the 8,700 or so specics known so far.

This time is different, too, because the birders are not alonc.
Peoplc who havc zero intcrcst in any bird that is not on a Plaltcr
arc taking a personal intcre$ in what is antiseptica.lly called thc

'environment": thc air we breathc and thc gascs we havc put
into it that may changc thc climatel the water in streams and

lakcs; the cean itself, no longer pcrceived as an inltnite sink
for anything we throw into it. It is not just a question of es-

thctics this time around: pcople are scared. It would bc easy to
sec the birders as an insignificant special-interest group in thc
much larger campaign to kc€p the Eanh livable. But it is the

birder who bring an expertisc in practical ecology !o he cam-
paign: their goals preciscly delineate thc things that must be

donc to solvc the larger qucstions of survival.

A few ycen ago my friend thc physicist and I went down o the

coast at Chincoteaguc, Virginia. He saw only thc cnergy in
wind, waves and moving sand until a couplc of oystercatchcrs
finally caught his eyc with their black-whitc-and-rcd color
scheme. Hc had always belitded campaigns to save unglamor-
ous, seemingly unimgnrtant speries (somchow thc infamous
snail darter always came up). But when I pointed out that sav-
ing a picce of habiat for one endangercd specics a.lso mcant sav-

ing that habitat for any number of other planrs and animals, in-
cluding all trosc necessary invertebrates we pay so little atten-
tion to, he brightened: "Now it makcs sensc."

@eprined from fie Deccmber Smithsonian, submrttcd by Al
McNabney.)

GOLF AND BIRDS?
by Jinvn Edgar

My good friend Paul, who is a PGA golf profcssional and a

member of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society, had an interesting

cxpcrience rccently that hc shared with me and I thought woutd
bc fun to share with all of you. While playing onc of the bcau-

tiful golf courses ncar Napa, Califomia, hc and his panner hit
$eir tce shots at a par thre€ holc. As they approachcd thcir
balls in the gotf cart, they saw a Red-lailcd llawk swoop down
and sit on onc of thc balls and bcgin to perk at tie ball with
somc vigor. Paul bcgan to take photos of this cvcnt witJt tJtc

small camcra he had and they slowly approached dre bird who
refused to leavc is "prcy.' Finally, when fiey got about 20
fect away, the hawk picked up the ball and flew m a nearby

thrcket of trccs. Paul and his partner, now very curious, fol-
lowed the rapor o its lair and werc able to look into a sheltered

area and see the hawk again peckng at thc ball. At iB fe€t werc
perhaps a dozen other collccted balls. Paul gave mc thc photo
which was taken at about 20 feet, and even though it is uken
without a telcphoto lens, one can clearly makc out the hawk sit-
[ng on a golf batl. I have never heard of t]ris bchavior, and can

only speculate whal was the modve. Perhaps the bird thought
lhesc were eggs? Or maybc thc hawk thought he was playing a

Titleist also.
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NEW MEMBERS

We are warmly welcome thcse ncw MDAS members and hopc
to meet thcm at our me€tings and field trips: Randal Amold,
Tom Castro, Gilbert Conklin, Barbara B. Comeillc, tarry G.
Comell, Ann Marie C. Cowlcy, Deborah Dobbs, G. J. Halpin,
Jamie Harris, Sunley and Vclma Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Farrand
Holmcs, Tcd Kyclberg, William Lovi, Donald Manhall, C. M.
McConnell, Tamra McPherson, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Mohan,
Denise and Lconard Nelson, Joan Noack, Marsha Odcll, Gabt

Pascher, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Phillips, Catia Saroni, Barry
Springcr, Andrca Stalcy, Ryan Stringham, J. L. Wolthausen.

Origind
Skctch
by Carol Luu

March 1990

DONATIONS TO MDAS o
Our society has fmm tirne to time receivcd generous donations

and bequess given in memory of friends or rclativcs, or as

spontaneous contributions to thc society's general activities.
Gifts, donations, and bequess arc welcomed as significant
support of our goals of wildlife appreciadon and conservation.

MDAS wishcs !o express apprcciation for donations o the

chaptcr made by Ed tlasc, by Bitl Chilson, and by Marie
Guclld of Oakland in mcmory of hcr friend, Lita van zantcn.
Their generosity and support arc gready apprcciatcd

HELP ENDANGERED SPECIES

Use LINE 45 on your State Tax Return

to conserve endangered plants and habitat
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April Program:
The Birds of India

oThe Indian subcontinent stretches north from the
Indian Ocean to the Himalayas, and from Pakistan in
the west to Bangladesh in the east. The people of
lndia are a fascinating mixture of races, religions,
languages, and cultures. Equally fascinating is the
mixrure of bird life in this country, with more than
1,300 species, including 150 found nowhere else in
the world. This diversity results from the overlap of
several biogeographical regions. India's avifauna
brings together birds from tropical Southeast Asian
jungles and temperate northern Eurasian climes, as
well as Himalayan and wintering Siberian birds.

Sri Raj Singh leads safaris to India and Nepal for the
Nature Company as a naturalist guide. For our
April 5 program, he will take us on a slide tour of
the Taj Mahal and the Bhararyur Bird Sancruary, the
Ranthambore Tiger Reserve, the "Pink Ciry" of Jai-
pur, Srinigar and the Vale of Kashmir, the Western
Himalayas and the mountain passes of Ladakh, and
the Indus River. Join us for a memorable excursion.

As April Bird Information, Jimm Edgar will preview
the 1990 Birdathon, with slides and a discussion of
the habitats and birds of Contra Costa County.

In May, Dave Shuford from the Point Reyes Bird
Observatory will discuss the Pacific Flyway Project,
a census of the wetlands of the Pacific Coast.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr I-ane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Info
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, April 12,
at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Maury Stern, 939 Carol
I^ane, Lafayetre, 28+5980. Board meetings are open
to all interested members.

ApilZ2, 1990

Twenry years after the frst Earth Day, Eanh Day XX
aims to bridge thc gap between environmental groups
by reinvolving individuals politically and personally.
Make your own contribution and commitrnent to the
future of our world; sign and return the GREEN
PLEDGE, Page 5!

EARTH DAY XX

o



CONSERYATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

GARBAGE: WI{ERE TO PI-rr IT STr I AI{ ISSUE

Likc molasses mzing from a can in midwintcr, thc prcess for
cstablishmcnt of a solid wastc landfill for CCC garbagc is

moving forward. Thc CCC Board of Supcrvisors considcrcd

thc issucs involved AGAIN on February 27. Not unlilc ner-

vous pcdigrccd horscs at a race sEning gatc, thc Supcrvisors,

with thc Honorable Nancy Fahden in thc Chair, listcncd to a

staff prcsenlation of thc issues (which thcy probably kncw by
heafl). Honorablc Nancy handled the obligations of chair with
aplomb and dex@rity. Supervisor Torlakson challcngcd thc

"right' of Sup€rvisor Schrodcr to votc on thc issuc, duc to a

conflict of intcresl Schrodcr cventually voted in what hc as-

scncd did not and would not involvc ANY conflict of intcrcst.

Supcryisor Powcrs expressed conccm about thc "cost" of the

handling of poplc's garbagc undcr cach proposcd projccl A
staff report showing costs is to bc in thc hands of the Supcs

on March 13.

Based on data scln by MDAS people, tt is fully expcctcd thc

staff rcport will clcarly show that costs will be substantially
more if the Marsh Canyon sile rahcr than thc Kellcr sitc is

evcntually sclccted as THE sile. Supcrvisor McPeak eventr:al-

ly "took the bull (no pun intcnded) by thc homs" and moved to
placc thc Kcllcr and Gamvanla sitcs on thc Junc ballol That
action was in kccping with advice from county lcgal saIT, as a
rcsult of a pctition circulatcd by individuals from thc City of
Pitrsburg. Thc motion caricd, 3 to 2, with Torlakson and

Powcrs voting against. Addidonal McPeak motions furthered

the cffon and hnally tlre Supcs ageed to hold off on any action
regarding Marsh Canyon pending rcccipt of lhe stalldeveloped
cost rcPorl

Subscquently, the Sicrra Club formally requcsled he Boad lo,
as a mattcr of faimess, also place the Marsh Canyon site on

thc ballot. A motion proposcd by Chair Fahden to place

Marsh Canyon on thc baltot subsequcn y dicd for lack of a

second (Supcrvisor McPcak was abscnt due 10 thc very serious

illncss of hcr father). Whatwill bc next? Stay tuned.

REGIONAL PLANNING WORKS FOR CONSENSUS ON
REGIONAL ISSUES

"Can thc Bay Area's uniquc quality of life bc preserved in $e
face of rapid Srowth? Thirty-two of tie region's best minds
have agre€d to comc bgethq for a year to addrcss that ques-

tion. Mcmbcrs of thc Bay Vision 2020 Commission, a

uniquc public-privatc parhership study to hctp chart fte fuu]Ic
of thc Bay Area werc introduccd on Deccmbcr 14. U. C.
Chancellor ka Michael Heyman leads thc new commission.
The Commissioncrs cxprcssed their wiltingncss to look at thc

big pico[c rather than represent narow intercsls."
(From: Transactions, February, 1990)

April 1990

CALIFORMA'S VANISHING WILDLIFE
Rosc Bonacum, an MDAS membcr, dirccts atrcndon to an

ou6tanding photography cxhibit. Thrs prcmicr exhibition is

prcsented by Pacific Gas & Elcctric Company, 245 Malket

Sre€L San Francisco, from January l0 through March 30.

Phoography by Susan Middlcon with David Liuschwagcr.

Susan Middlcton says: "Thc central issue of he 1990's will
be hc protcction of thc eanh's natura.l systcms, upon which all
hfc depends. We arc seeing waming signs of trouble and we

can aven: endangered species arc among thosc signs. It is time

that wc sec ourselves as part of Nalurc, not scparaE [mm iL

Our survival, as well as thcse threatencd specics, will depend

on respect for our habihr and wilhngncss to livc in harmony

with it."

TRANSPAC: A REAL ENTITY TOOKING AT TRAFFIC
Transpac is not an acronym for moving a backpack from onc

shoulder to the other. It is the entity which was crmted to
watch over, revicw, and makc dectsions on thc allocations of
money from the 12 cent sales tax. An action of intcrcst was

prcscnted by Chuck Gabrysiak ar a recent mceting, o form a

committec to discuss "alemativc proposals for csablishing a

regronal planning review proccss." Prescnt at the mecting:

2

Byron Campbcll, Conmrd
Tom Conrad, W. C.
Ann Hall, Clayton
Sunne McPcak, CCC Supcrvisor
Ron Mullin, Concord
Evelyn Munn, W.C.

Julic Picrcc, Claylon
Phyllis Rolf, W.C.
Bob Olncy, P. H.
Ward Bnn, Concord

Jcff Smi6, Manlnez
Tcrri Williamson, P. H.

o

o

More on [rese matlers in the months to comc.

TTIICK-BI] I FD PARROT PROGRAM
Formerly indiginous in Arizona, the Thick-billed Parot was

litcraly wipcd out by hunting. Luckily thc spccics still exiss
in noflhcm Mexico, although becoming endangdtd duc !o thc

dcslruction of habiLat. In the fall of 1986,29 parrots, somc

wcaring radio collars, wcrc rclcased in southcm Arizona Of
trcsc, scvcn birds werc quickty lost, probably due to being
'taken" by hawks. Eight birds werc seln hcaded for Mexico
(isnl that a swilch?), and thc remaining founeen remained in
fuizona. Thc birds stayed in the Chincahua Mountains area,

then moved to the Graham Mountains. The birds retumcd to
the Chrricahuas about New Year's. By mid-Junc, 1987, the

group consisted of sevenrccn birds. In mid-summer, $e birds

again flew northwcst to [rc Mogollon Rim of ccntral fuizona.
Rccent sightings rndicate the birds havc macd and brcd" Thesc

obscrvations indicate a numbcr of problems exist in releasc of
captive-bred birds. Thc birds have difficulty feeding, watching

for predators, and seemingly do not understand the bcnefis of
"flmking." A rcccnt publication commented on the rclease
program in this way: "Thc Thick-billed Parrot is not yel. rc-
cslablished in Arizofna, atthough drc release effort is so far vcry
encouraging,"

o



ps arc open to mcmbcrs and nonmembcrs alile. Carpool
Lime is dcpartuc timc. Carpml expensc: 5 ccns pcr milc
pcr ridcr is suggestcd; tolls and cntry fecs are shrcd cqually
by driver and riders. Bring binaulars, field guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or dtizt)c1 if in doubt, call lcadcr up to
12 hour bcfoE drparturc time.

o FIELD TRIPS

Difficultv of field trip:

Catcgory l: Easy, up 10 1 mile wa.lking, smoofi paths

Cat Eory 2i Modcratc, I mile or morc, possibly rough
Catcgory 3: Difficult, cxtcnsive walking, rough tcrrain

Wedncsday, Aprit 4, North Briones Wildfloscr WalL.
Mcet at 9:00 a.m. in parking lot at north cntrancc !o Brioncs
Rcgional Park. From Hwy.24 take Pleasant HiU Rd. north to
Taylor Blvd. At 5th signal, turn lcft onlo Plesent Hill Rd.,
which bccomcs Alhambra Ave. At 3.1 milcs makc a sharp lcft
at thc stop liSht onto Alhambra Vallcy Rd. Go right at ftc
stop sign and then lcft onlo Briones Rd. to cnd. Wc will ser
grassland and wmdland wild flowen as wcll as birds.
l-cader: John Davis,228-9516 Catcgory 2

Thursday, April 12, Lake Lagunitas. Carpool 7:15 a.m. ar

Ofi3ft:i;];:';';]ffi',H,l,-l;,ili','.ifl "",I"T#-li:Cross San Rafael Bridgc north to US l0l,lakc San Rafacl exit
two blocks, tum lcft and go though !own. Tum right onto
Sir Francis Drakc Blvd. In downown Faidax, tum lcft, thcn
right onto Broadway, 12 block; tum lcft onlo Bolinas Avc.,
and left again onto Old Fairfax - Bohnas Rd. Warch for signs
for park entrance. Both land and water birds, spring migranls.
This is a good place for Pileated Woodpcckcr.
Lcaden Elizabeth Dickey,254-M86 Carcgory 2

Satuday, April 14, Donncr Crnyon. Mc€t at 7100 a.m. at
trail hcad at thc cnd of Rcgency Dr. From I-680, go cast on
Ygnacio vallcy Rd., (bccomcs Marsh Crcek Rd. in Clayon),
tum right onlo Rc8cncy Dr. about 12 mil€ past thc centrr of
Clayton. Carry lunch and liquids.
Leadcn Kamran Alavi,831{617 Caagory 3

Wcdnesday, April 18, Ide Clayton Road. Carpool 6:30
a.m. southwcst corner of Sun Vallcy parking lof This area is
north of Calisoga in $c Napa County mountains. This is a
car birding trip and wc will not have a meeting placc in Napa
County. Carpooling is important bccausc of limited parking
spac€ on some roads. Possible Mountain Quail; wildflowcrs.
l.cadcc Florence Bcnnett, 689-3106 Catcgory I

Thursday, April 26, Dcl Pucrto Canyon. Caryool at 7:45
e.m. at El Ccrro Blvd., just west of I-680. Mect wcst of I-5 at
Pattcrson ExiL Grasshopper Spanow, Roadrunner, and C6ta's
Hummingbird arc possible.
t cadcn Florcncc Bennctq 689-31(b Catcgory 1

April 1990

Saturday, April 28, Mincs Roed. Call for rcservations and

carpool instructions. Bccausc of limitcd turn-out spacc along
Mincs Road, wc must limit to 6 cars, vi6 at lcast 4 pcoplc per

car. This is a long car birding rip with littlc walking. Can bc
hog bring lunch and liquids. Roadrunncr, Wild Turtcy, Cosla's

Hummingbird, Phaino'pcpla, l:wrcncc's Goldfinch, and Lewis's
Wmdpcckcr arc all possibili ties.
Lcaden Jcan Richmond,837-2843 Catcgory I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

THORNTON, Fcbruary l.
Thcre werc high clouds and a cold wind in the aftemmn, but six
birders had an cxclllcnt day in rc Della. Sandhill Crancs and
TErdra Swans wqr boh abundanl Onc Fcmrginous Hawk wes

se€n. Thc Bcndirc's Thrashcr appearcd promptly at Jayhant
Road and sang for us. Forty species were sccn through lunch-
timc. Anothcr sevcntccn wcrc addcd by the viewcrs in onc car
at thc Stockton Ponds.

Elizabcth Dickcy

LOS BANOS AND PANOCHE VALLEY, Fcbruary 1G11.
Ideal wcather was cnjoyed by 30 birdcrs. Thc highlighs along
Santa Fc Grade werc 3 Bald Eagles, a Goldcn Eaglc, a Prairic
Falcon, 2 American Bitrcms, a Sora, many White-faccd Ibis, I
malc Ycllow-headed Blackbir4 and 3 Blue-wingcd TcaI, with 25

Tundra Swans on thc south scction. At Mcrcld NWR, we had

many gccsc, Sandhi[ Crancs, whitc-faccd Ibis, and 100 Long-
billed Curlews. The highlighs of thc Panoche Vallcy portion
of tllc trip werc thc Mountain Bluebirds, Mounlain Plovcrs, I
Bald Eagle, 7 Ring-ncckcd Ducks, 75 Tri-colorcd Blackbids,
and a Grcarer R@drunncr on thc BLM acccss rmd- On Panochc
Pass Road we had 3 Lrwis' WodpcckcN, Westem Bluebid, and

a Phainopepla. Fcmrginous and RoughJeggcd Hawk wcrc
seen boft days. We€kend tota.l species: I12.

Florcm€ BcfflcE

BERKELEY SHORELINE, Fcbruary 14.

A clcar but col4 WINDY day sti[ brought. fonh twclvc birdcrs
to find a rcspectable assonmcnt of ducks and other watcrfowl at
thc Emcryvillc Marina and Bakctcy Aquatic Park. Eschcwing
hc shon picr at Emcryvillc for a morc shcltered location, lhc
group found 52 species, including a group of about cight Rcd-
breasul Merganscrs beginning thcir couninS display.

Badara Vaughn

BODEGA BAY, Fcbt rzry 24.
Balmy 70 degrce wamth brought out 26 peoplc, many of
whom werc ncw mcmbers end guests. The highlight of thc
day, from a bird spccics slandpoint, was thc Oldsquaw that con-
vcnicntly staycd right in front of whcrc wc had clectcd to havc
lunch. This gave evcryonc an cxccllent view of this rarc visitor
from the north. It was a lifc bird for many on thc trip. Wc saw
a lotal of 96 specics including thrcc lmn sp€cics, lots of watcr-
fowl, and good lmks ar Surlbird and Black Oystqcatcher.

Jimm Edgar

J
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OBSERVATIONS
By Jean Ricluaond

Pleasc send obscwations o Jean Richmond,
125 Via Scrcna, Alamo, CA 94507, or ca,J 837-2U3.

Plcasc include your telephone numbcr with ],our obscrvations.

Rcd-hroatcd t-oon: I on Zl0 at Clifton Coult Forcbay. (BR)
Red-neckcd Grcbc: ol Ul9, I off Coast Guard picr and I at
PL Pifios, Monterey Co. (GF, MP)
Northcrn Fulmar: 70 on AS off R- Piflos (GF, MP); 3 on
222 in Montercy Harbor (FB, JR).
Fork-tailed Sbrm-Pcrel: 6 on 2/19 in Montcrcy Harbor (GF,

MP); many on 2122 wcll off Pt. Piflos (JR, FB).
Tundra Swan: many more than have been sccn in scveral years

in thc Thomton arca, on 21116. (FB, JR, MOb)
Snow Gmse: -1,000 on 3/3 near SR 12 on Andrus Island.
(G&WY)
EIaDI: I on 2n3 aL Prr.ncclon Harbor (G&TD; 100's on 3/l
on Tomalcs Bay, from Millenon SP lo Ma6t'atl (H&NB).
Wmd Duck: pair on 2/21 along Putah Crcck Rd. (MP); fcmalc
on 2124 dorr Chilello Valley Rd. (Bo&BG, MJC): up to 6
thru 3/4 in San Ramon Creek bchind his Alamo homc (JK).

Blue-wingcd Tcal: otL Ul5,3 ma.les at Shcll Marsh and 1

ma.lc at Mountain View Saniury Disricu (MP)
Eurasian Wigeon: malc on 2/18 at Clifton Court Forebay
(BR); femalc on 3il on Tomales Bay (H&NB).
Redhead: malc on 2/10 on Malsh Creek Rascrvoir. @R)
Oldsquaw: 4 oa 2ll9 in Moss Landing Harbor (GF, MP); I
on 220 behind Johnson's Oystcr Farm at Schmncr Bay, Pt.
Rcyes (FB, IRf:oh 2n2, 1 off Coast Guard pier and 4 in
Moss tanding tlarbor (FB, lR): on 2127,1 at San Grcgorio
SB and 2 in Princelon tlarbor, San Mareo Co. (FB, JR),e r .)
Barrow's Goldeneye: I adult malc, I imm. malc, 7 fema.les on
2/10 at Cliflon Court Forcbay, and I malc,2 femalcs thcre on
2i 18. (BR)
Hooded Merganscr: 3 males on 2n1 abng Pumh Creck Rd.
(MP); 6 pars on 224 ot a little farm pond on Chileno Valley
Rd. (Bo&BG, MJC).
Bald eagle: 2 adulls on 2/13 at trkc Henncsscy. (GF, MP)
Red-shouldcrcd Hawk: I on 2122 atop Russian Hill, SF.
(T&i"?)
Femreinous Hawk: 5 adults on 2/5 along Panochc Pass Rd.

tcr, 

-rwf 

r on Zzo a{Flfiirnia na. and Novaro Blvd, ?t-.

R€ras. (FB, IR).
Goldcn Eagle: adult on 2/15 ovcr Manna Vista exit of I-680.
(l"P)
Sandhill Crane: -2,000 on 3/3 along Woodbridgc Rd.
(G&WY)
Lesser Golden-Plover: I on 2123 at Spalcua Plateau, h.
Reycs. (MJC)
Mountarn Plover: -200 on 215 along Littlc Panmhe Rd., 3
miles north of Panahe Pass Rd. (GF, MP); 2 on 2/10 in field
nonh of Clifon Cout Rd. (BR).
Ruff: 1 from 2lZ4 thru 315 atHayward RS, ncar San hrenzo
Creek. (BR, R&JR, GF, KH, MP; also on RBA)

lots,b/< 4le,t, * t'*^.,,,/- c ze),< a' t,'Lt-t l'kr'^-. , s- /a., 6,
c\ 

^lL-, 
r tl3-61tJ'/,
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Glaucous Gull: imm. on Zl8 at Clifbn Court Forcbay. (BR)
Black-lcqgcd Kittiwake: I on 2/10 at Pt. Piflos (DW): I on

U19 otf Canner,! Row, Monterey, (GF, MP); I on 222 in
Montcrcy t{arbor (JR, FB); 1 oi 2lZ3 atBean Hollow SB, San

Mateo Co. (I&GF).
Common Murrc: oiled bird picked tp ot Al0 on a Monterey

beach, dcliverEd to $e Monrrey Aquarium. (DW)
Thick-billed Mune: 1 on ?19 off Cannery Row. (GF, MP)

Ancient Murclet: I on ?19 off Coast Guard pier. (GF, MP)
Rhinoccros Auklct: l0 on Al9 betwe€n Montercy Harbor and

Pt- Pinos (GF, MP); 50 therc on 2122 (IR, FB); 3 on 2/29 otf
Pigeon Pt. (fR, FB).
Northcm PySmy-Owl: 2 on 2ll3 at kkc Hcnnesscy, onc 0.2

mile up Chilcs and Popc Valley Rd., the other oppositc thc

boat ramp at the south cnd of thc lake. (GF, MP)
Vaux's Swifr I on A13 over Great Highway at Fulron SL,

sF. (JR, FB) A,r
Allcn's Hummingbird: retumcd on 2/5 to ff*s Alamo garden. (r( )
Lcrvis' Woodpcckcr: I on 215 along Panoche Pass Rd., 8.6
miles west of Litdc Panoche Rd. (GF, MP)
Rcd-naped Saosuckcr: malc on 2/27 at Sunsct Picnic Arca, ML
Diablo SP, (BG, MJC): still there ftru 3/6 (GF, MP. R&JR,
MOb)
Violet-erecn Swallows: retumed on 2/16 to Lafayete Rcscrvior.
(Ms)
Northern Rough-wlnged Swallows: retumcd on 227 !o I{80 at
Rudgear Rd. (t&GF)
Rcd-breasted Nuthatch: I on 2/16 in her Alamo gardcn. (JR)

Wcstcrn Bluebird: 49on 215 along Panoche Pass Rd., 8.6
miles wcst of Little Panochc Rd. (GF, MP)
Mounain Bluebird: 4 on 2llo along Concord Avcnue near

Brcntwmd. (BR); "ir at'\L't't' P*',t al '\ 'L/'- 6F,4P'

Sage Thrashcr: I on 215 neat MP-8 on Little Panahc Rd.
(GF, MP)
Eajrclcpla: I on 2/5 along Panoche Pass Rd., 8.6 milcs wcst
of Little Panochc Rd. (GF, MP); malc on 2/11 at Athcnian
School, Danville, thc first hc has secn in his 13 years thcrc
(JB); a female on 2127 on N. Gate Rd. at Mt. Diablo part
boundary (MJC, BG).
White-throated Soarrow: I on 2/13 at Pinc hke Park (FB, JR)t
I on 2ll3 bchind Pescadero High School, San Marco Co.,
(I&GD; I on226 at MP-5.81 on Woodcn Valley Rd. off SR-
121, Napa Co., (GF, MP), / 1''/l '' Ae' 4t "-n 'r.,a.. 4,-alt'!tr
'Slate-colored" Junco: I on2123 in his Danville yard. (lB)., / t,.rr
,- tr" .+tdt qa, ra- tA, . tt 6 - I ):
Previously reported birds which continuc ro be seen through
given datc: Tufted Duck (2/13), Costa's Hummingbird (24),
Dusky-capped Flycatchcr (32), Bcndirc's Thrasher (?18), Sum-
mcr Tanager (32), White-throated SDarrow (3l8), 'Slate-colorcd
Junco" (36). See Fcbruary and March Qzarls for dctails.
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Observcrs: Hugh and Norah Bain, Florcncc Bennctt, Joc
Broylcs, Mary Jane Culver, Gcorge and Toni Finger, Bob and

lptty Qallagher, Gen Gravcs, Kcvin Hintsa, Jim Kctsdever,
Many Observcrs, Ted and Marjoric Plant, Bob Richmond, Rich
and Jean Ric tcm, Dcni*Wi9hLt c, I ( "-d +

o

o

o

rarla> I tt // d 1a].rLi, ?)Bc" /;- t

Jtrlltit /1'tqlx 2r,,iF, 4t<rl,- sttti4,5. -. ^,t f *.:t
cLg!,,tht) lall,- rl,/1,5r,11) - 7,111r,

RBA= No. Cal. Rarc Bird Alcn, 528-0288

rrll,e Dqc,,,at V 1t,tl ^t'o/) 5a4a 3"/, ,-^r,tro- 2/t F4;la
(otta, /1@, d ..1,ri ,r,tl .tt /'?t u(, t.t.rc- Atu ztLq. .,^
r-,lljl ,..-ii rrit,,,1 :. st,tt ,.r i rcL', t,, ,tF, 4.- .tL - t t rii h,r,
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EARTH DAY XX

The avcrage citizen is incre€singly cstranged fiom envfonmen-
lal affain. At onc end, thc cnvronmental organizadons Ey to
accumulaE mcmbers, at thc oher end, they lobby or litiSate in
their membe6' names. Thcre is often little for members o do
but send in $cir dues. For many of us, tiat is not cnough.

Dennis Hayes, a Califomia lawyer, is hoping to changc this.
Hayes is lrying to organize another Eaflh Day for Apnl 22,
1990, twenty ycars afi€r the hrst Earth Day. He hopes to build
a lasting political cmlition that will decisively change both thc
way we act and thc way wc votc on environmcntal questions,

Haycs'idea is to build this political coalidon by getting pcoplc

to act within lhcir own lives. Says Hayes,"The baltlc for a

sustainablc planct cannot bc fought by merccnary armics. You
musl afl as you would have your socicty act."

On Eanh Day XX, panicipants will havc the opponunity to
sign pledgas rccognizing fte magnilude of thc environmental
problems and promising to tale steps to change thcir livcs in
such a way as !o solvc thcm. Recyclc morc, use less, drivc
lcss or at least drive a car that gcs beucr gas milcagc, refrtsc !o
usc plastic foam containcrs, cut up plastic 6-pack holdcrs,
work lo gct local auto mcchanics !o recyclc freon from auo air
conditioners. If you're worricd about lhc cnvironment, thcrc is

a huge array of things you can do. Doing something concreE
with your lifc gcncratcs a commitment and if that commiuncnt
is strong enouSh, the political leaden will have to honor iC!

(Exerptcd from "Bridging the Gap - Can Earth Day 1990 Bring
Together Grecns and Mainline Conservalionists," P. Stcinhart,
AUDUBON Magazine,laruary, 1990. SubmitM by Sharyn
Fcrnandez.)

EARTH DAY ACTIVITES

CONTRA COSTA COUNry EARTH DAY FESTryAL
MDAS will have a booth at the CCC Earth Day Festival on
Sunday, April 22. The Festival will be from 10:00 a-m. to
4:00 p.m. at Todos Santos Park in Concord, on Willow Pass

Road, 1.5 milcs e,last of I-680. Thc fcstiva.l will includc,
among othcr things, music, cnvironmental cxhibis and films,
an art exhibit, a zmmobilc, games, and a oxics round-up for
the collcction of lead-acid auto batteries, uscd auomobilc oil,
and househotd laEx painl

SAN FRANCISCO BAY DEDICATION
Members of thc public arc invitcd to a ccremony, celebrating
thc dedicadon of San Francisco Bay as a Hemishperic Reserve

site in the Western Hemisphcrc Shorcbird Rescrvc Nctwork
(WHSRI.[). The U.S. Fish and Wildlifc Servicc, the Califomia
Dcpaflmcnt of Fish and Gamc, the Califomia Dcpartmcnt of
Pa*s and Rccreation, the City of Mountain View, the East
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Bay Regional Park District, the Mid-Pcninsula Regional Park

District, Point Rcyes Bird observatory, and the National Audu-

bon Smiety will all join together to celebrate the dedication of
thcir lands in WHSRN. The Consul General of Pcru and reprc-

senlatiyes from Canada will join in trc ccremony, recognizing
thc link between our countrics formed by shared shorcbirds'
The cvent wilt begin with a walk at 10:m a.m. on April 22 al
thc San kandro Bay Regronal Park, at Armwhead Marsh in San

t ean&o. Thc dedicatlon cercmony will follow at I l:00 a.m.

NATIVE FORESTS OF THE AMERICAS CONFERENCE
MDAS is co-sponsoring a conference as pan of Earth Day acti-
vites on "Nadve Forests of thc Americas" with thc Santa Clara
Audubon Smiety and othcrs. The confcrerEc vill bc held Satur-

day, May 5, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:m p.m. at Shnford Universi-
ty. The conferencc will bring ogethcr leading conservationiss,
biologists, polirical suatcgists, and otheN to explore thc biolo-
gy and conservation of temperatc and tropical foresls of the

Americas. Presentadons will includc pancl discussions, kcy-
notc addrcsses, workshops, vidcos, and an art show. For morc
information, contacl thc Santa Clara valley Audubon Sciety ar
(415) 329-1811.

EARTH DAY 1990 GREEN PLEDGE

I PLEDGE TO DO MY SHARE IN SAVING THE PLANET
BY LETTING MY CONCERN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
S}iAPE HOW I:

ACT: I pledge !o do my utmost to rccycle, conscrve encrgy,
savc watcr, usc cfficient transponafion, and try to adopt
a lifestylc as if cvcry day wcrc EARTH DAY.

PLTRCHASE: I pledgc to do my utmost to buy and use those
products lest harmful to the environmcnt. Moreover, I
rvill, lo the maximum cxtcnt possiblc, do busincss witlt
corporlations fial promotc global environmcntal
responsibility.

VOTE: I pledge to vote and support hosc candidatcs who
demonstratc an abiding concem for thc environmenl

SUPPORT: I pledge to support thc passagc of laal, state, and
fcdeml laws and intemarional ueaties that protrct thc
environment,

NAME:-
ADDRESS:-

Completc this coupon and send to Earth Day 1990, P. O. AA,
Stanford, CA 94309. Thc Richardson Bay Audubon Society
will scnd thcm to President Bush on Apil22. Join thosc who
are letting Prcsident Bush know tiey arc takrng hc GREEN
PLEDGE.
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NEW MEMBERS

It is with grcat plcasuc lhat wc greet thcsc all ncw MDAS
membcrs and hopc to mcet them soon: Mr. and Mrs, WiUiam
Almy, Ivl Alosi, l{r, and Mrs. Jon Amdur, Sandy Andcrscn,
David Anglvin, Anne Babcock, Jaye Ballard, CharloBe Barr,
Maria Belo, Dean Biagi, Virginia Billings, Hclcn Black, Mary
Black, David Blount, Susan Bmth, Sl'phcn G. Boycr, Allcn
Boycscn, Tcrcsa Bradshaw, Ivt. and M$. Joscph Brandl" Izrry
Brassea, Travis Brovm, Edgar M. Buttner, Karen Carr, Jaync
Cavalli, Mark Cevrnaugh, Margarct Coffcy, Micheal Colvin,
R. M. Cooper, Mn. Edgar Dakin, David Davis, Jr., N. Dc Lu,
Bernicc Dc Rojas, Rogcr Drapcr, Pau[ Dryor, Mrs. Donald
Duncan, Chuck Eckcrman, John Eckstrom, Michael Ehres-
man, Bonnie Eiscnbcrg, bri Ellis, Karl Engdahl, Mrc. W. D.
Epperson, Miriam Epstcin, Waltcr Ettlin, Donald Fishcr,
SEyc Flirroft, BeEy Franccschi, Merry Frank, Sonia Fusscll,
Dianc Gates, Janct and Ron Goodman, V. Gray, Robcrt Herd-
ing, Marian Hcinrich, Ellic Higgins, Marilyn Holloway,
Glenn Hori, Ann Hughes, J. Irwin, Mary and Anthony lzzi,
Jr., Leon James, Gcorganna Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Joncs, Alfrcd Keutzi, Lisa C. Khinm, Junc Kirske, Luann
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Krcsevich, Salvador kstrucci, Philip tathrap, Richard taon,
Michelc taync, Mrs. John Lcahy, Richard Lcndrum, Tari
lrmer, Bfiber lrtz, Pat Maddcn, Stcvc Maron, Richard and
Kathlccn Marshall, Marian Mason, Mary McCormick, Phyllis
McKcnna, Dianc Millcr, Hclcn Mitcheu, Phil and Linda
Mycrs, Aron Myhre, Jr., Rorcmary Ncelcy, Mr. and Mrs R.

P. Nclson, Elizabeth Neumann, Margucritc Ncwgardcn, C. M.
O'Kcefe, William Pattcrcon, Gcraldinc Paync, Eugenc Pear-

son, Christina Penncs, Dorothy Peterson, Christinc Phillips,
Hclcn Ravcnscroft, Franccs Rcimer, Pcter Robcrtshaw, Bctty
Romeo, Norman Rubin, Gary Ryan, Alicia Santiago, lffry
Sauers, Jeff Schletz, Tcrry S. Scgerbcrg, I-ela Shcwry, Dan

Sifter, Mariannc Siino, Mr. and Mrs. Charlcs Smith, Cindy
Smith, Pcarl B. Smith, James Sofford, III, Mr. A. Spenccr,

Burton D. Staples, Kayc Stellc, Constancc Slokcs, Greu
Straunan, Scott Talan, Frcd Thompson, Gary Thompson,
John Thompson, Dorothy Tiu, Dianc Tomkins, Dan Tonelli,
Arclcne Vaata, C. Kinncy Valkcvich, Gcne vassel, William
Vcncill, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Vrme€r, Richard Waldo, Mr.
Watcrbury, Kalhleen Wclls, Patricia Willackcr, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Wilson, Greta Wilson, Robcrt Wilson, Robcrt Wood,
tron Wyrick, and Mark Yoder.
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May Program:
The Pacific Flyway Project

r, Dave Shuford of the Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory will
present our May 3 program on the Pacific Flyway
Project. This major cffon to census the shorebird
populations from British C-olumbia to Baja Califomia
was begun in 1988 to document the role of North
American wetlands in supponing major shorebird
populations and assess the impact of disappearing
wetlands. About TOVo of California's coastal wet-
lands have already been degraded or destroyed.
PRBO plans to measure shorebird use in every major
wetland in the Pacific Flyway, document the threats
to these critical habitats and develop a comprehensive
picture of shorebirds' current status and future pros-
pects. Information has come from the Fraser River
Delta in Brirish Columbia, the Bowerman Basin in
Washington, the major California wetlands, and the
estuaries of Baja California, as well as Mono Lake,
the Salton Sea, and the Great Salt Lake. tocally, the
Pt. ReyesBodega wetlands, San Francisco Bay, and
Elkhorn Slough are of critical inportance in support-
ing wintering and migratory shorebirds.

Dave Shuford has been a PRBO saff biologist in the
Coastal and Estuarine Research section since 1975.
He has lived for several summers among California
Gulls nesting at Mono Lake. Dave is currently
working on the completion of the Marin County
Breeding Bird Atlas and has co-authored the recently
published Plant Communities of Marin Counry. He
also leads field trips for Natural Excursions.

Jan Cooper will share her bird nest collection with us
for the May Bird Information.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the fint Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr lane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Dmrs open
7:00 Birding Info
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

Because of problems with theft, the dmr to the center
is usually locked before 7:30. If the dmr is locked,
go left around the building to the second door and
knock.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, May 10, at
7:30 p.m., at the home of lean Richmond, 125 Via
Serena, Alamo, 837 -2843. Board meetings arc open
to all interested memben.

Election of Board Members - Page 5

New Peterson Field Guide - Page 6a



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

OUR VANISHING SPECIES .-
A DISASTER IN THE MAKING

Thmughout thc world, activitics of man are laking a heavy

lotl on plants, animals and all sorts of "creatErs." Bccausc of
our activitics, onc or two spccics arc now bcing lost cvcry day.

That brings to mind the adagc, "Extinction is forcver.' A rc-
ccnl, discouraging ncws rEport commented: "Somc scicntiss
cstimatc of thc fivc !o tcn million spccics on earth today, q49

miuion wiu go by thc turn of thc century." Clearly wc cannot
continuc to "do business as usual," if wc intend to havc an

earth worthy of bcing livcd on and worthy of bcing passcd on
!o futurE gcneratio t. Whcrc do wc sart? First wc have to
rrcoSnizc thc Foblcms arc cxtrcmely scrious and arc vcry rcal.
Wc havc to ect, in our cvcryday lives, in ways that will bc
helpful. Decision makcrs have to lcam thc timc for disrcgard
of the conscqucrrcs of major dccisions about building and land

uscs is pasl As Supcrvisor McPc€k said al thc CCC Earth
Day, 'Thint globdly, but ACI lc€lly."

VISION FOR A BETTER CONTRA COSTA
Paitions &signcd to pcrmit votcrs to dctcrminc thc futuc of
thc county in mettqs such as agricultural lands, open spacc,

wildlife habiut, and uben limit lines arc now bcing circulatcd.
Thc goel is to obEin 35,000 registercd CCC volcr signarurcs
by eerly Junc. This imporlant initiative, brought by MDAS,
thc Crrcnbclt Alliancc, and thc Bay Chaptcr of thc Sicrra
CIub, has sevcral major objcctivcs. Among its goals arc o
prcscrvc primc agriculural lend and o definc, through thc ycar
2010, thc county's agricultural, intensive agricultural, open
spacc and wercrshcd lands. It allows for rcsidcndal, commer-
cial, indusrial and othcr urban dcvclopmcnt in spccificd arcas.

This initiativc cffon will bc a major factor in detcrmining
what CCC will lmk litc and bc in thc next 20 ycars.

OAKLEY SETTLED
Thc lcgal action laken as a rcsult of a pmposal !o permit major
dcvclopmcnt in thc Oakley arca has scrvcd its puposc. Thc
County Counscl adviscs therc is a willingness o drop rhc indi-
vidual p,roposal for implcmcnting growth in thc Oatlcy arca.
Thc Oaklcy proposal will in all litclihod bc incorporated (in
somc form) in thc ncw County Genera.l Plan. Whcn that hap-
pcns, thc proposel for Oallcy will ILtIfE !o conform with
othcr pmvisions of thc Plan. Such things as traffic, opcn
spacc, and agriculurd land, as wcll as various scrvices, will
havc to bc providcd for in thc contrxt of thc ncw Gcneral Plan.
Thc lcgal action brought by thc Grecnbclt Alliancc, Sicna
Club, and MDAS vas a ncccssary action 1o bring thc proposcd
ncw Gcncral Plan and a[ actions that SEOIILD bc thcrcunder
into conformity. Conmry to asscnions, thc lcgal action was
not brought to hold OaIIcy hostage or o prevcnt farmqs from
sclling farm lands. It was brought because planning processcs
wcrc not bcing followcd
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MDAS MEETS WITH LEGISLATORS
MDAS and othcrs inlcrested in wetland issues met wih CA
Assemblymen William Baker and Phil Iscnberg and Scnalor
Dan Bmrwright's main aicle Barry Bokaw o discuss safeguards

for remarning wetlands. An upbcat, productivc session madc it
clcar tlEt al lcast 6ese represcntativcs of the pcople undersand

and arc dc@rmincd to protect rcmaining wctlands. Bakcr and

Iscnberg havc jointly inroduced scveral cnvironmenal bills for
considcration and action by thc legislators. Thcse imporunt
proposals arc:

AJR 80 (Isenbcrg-Baker) North American Waterfowl
Managcment Plan

AB 4325 (Bakcrlscnbcrg) Ccntral Yalley Wctlands
Conscrvancy Program

APl326 (lsenberg-Bakcr) Survey of StaE-owned Wetlands
in the Central Vallcy

AB 4327 (Iscnberg-Bakcr)

AB 4328 (BakerJsenbcrg)

Wctlands Miugation

Rcclaimed WaEr for Rcfuges

Asscmblyman Isenbcry was honored ar thc threc{ay Audubon
Convcntion in Asilomar for his ecology acrivitics.

CONIRA COSTA COUNTY EARTH DAY
CCC's Earth Day activities wcre kicked off on April 12, wi6
Supcrvisors Nancy Fahden, Sunnc Wright McPcak and Tom
Torlalson ccntcr stagc at thc onc day cvcnL Sponsorcd by thc

CCC Board of Supcrvisors, thc affair was attcnded by CCC
Bmrd of Supervisors Chairperson Nancy Fahden, Pacilic Bcll's
Dirccor of Environmcntal Policy Floyd Dean, thc Mayor of
San Ramon Mary Lou Olivcr, and Linelle Johnson, District
Aide o Congrcssnan Gcorge Millcr.
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A SAD DAY

Crackcr, a Sulpher Crcsted Cckaloo

(Galcdca Galcrita)

nativc Aussic

harchcd 1970 - cxpircd April4, 1990

Camc o hcr adoptcd homc in Amcrica in latr l98l

Is now misscd! ]



rips are open to members and nonmembers alikc. Carpool
timc is dcpartuc time. Carpool cxpense: 5 ccnts pcr milc
per rider is suggested; tolls and entry fc€s arc sharcd cqua.lly
by drivcr and ridcrs. Bring binoculars, field guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzlc: if in doubt, call leader up lo
12 hour bcforc &parurc timc.

FIELD TRIPS

Difliculw of ficld rio:

Carcgory l: Easy, up to I milc walking, smmth paths
CatEEory 2: Modcratc, I milc or morc, possibly rough
Catcgory 3: Difficult" cxtcnsivc walkrng, rough errain

Wcdncsday, May 2, Brioncs Park - Wcst. Mc€t at 8:00
a.m. in parking lot on the right hand side of the wcs! entrancc
road, off Bear Creck Rd. Wildflowers, spring birds. I -"uli
Buntings arc usually abundant. Poison oak along shaded trails.
Lcadcn Elizabcth Dickey,254448ff1, Cat gory 2

Saturday, May 5, Beck Cenyon Wildflowers. NOlg that
sia has bcen changcd on advice of co.lcaden, Gcn Salder and
Mary Janc Culvcr. Mcct ar 8:00 r.m. at cnd of Regency Drivc
in Clayon. From I-680, go eist on Ygnacio Valley Rd.,
(becomcs Marsh Crcek Rd. in Clayton), Nm righr on Rcgency
Dr., about l2 milc past ccntcr of Clayton. This ls a bhd and
wildflower walk on thc east sidc of Mt. Diablo in a new area
for our group. For more informatron, call Mary Janc Culvcr,
682-0509. Carcgory 3

Thunday, May 10, Mt. Disblo. Caryool 7:30 a.m. ar El
Ceno BIvd., just wcst of I-680. Mcct 8:00 a.m. in first park-
ing tot on lcft aftrr cntering South Gatc, Theru may bc a $2.00
cnE"nc! fcc. Sage, Rufous-crowned, and maybc Black+hinned
Spanows, lazuli Buntings, gnatcatchers, hawks, and somc-
umcs a warblcr wavc. Carry liquids.
t-caden Jimm Edgar,658-2330 Carcgory 3

Saturday, lvlay 19, Esst Contra Coste County. Carpml
6:30 a-m. southwcst comer of Sun Yalley parking lol Mect
7:00 a.m. on Cyprcss Rd. just bcyond Shortsop Markel Go
norlh on 1580, cast on SR 4 through Oakley, and lcft ono
Cyprcss Rd. Possibilitics includc Bluc Grosbcak, Black-
chinncd Hummingbird, Ycllow-brcastcd Chal" fl ycatchcrs, and
Burrowing Owl. HoL Fc,r informadon, ell Elizabcth Dickcy,
254{486. Catsgory 2

Wedncsday, May 23, Ceswcll Statc Perk. Carpool 6:30
a.m., El Ccrro Blvd", just wcst of I{80. Mc€t 8:00 a.m. at
Caswcll Starc Pa*. Take I-680 south, I-580 East, and I-205
casl. Turn cast on SR 20 to US 99. Go south on US 99 o
Austin Rd. and follow this to cnd a park entrancc. $2.00 fee.
This has bccn a consistcntly good spot for Swainson's Hawks
and riparian species. Mosquims, possibly poison oat. San
Joquin Vallcy wcathcr.
Lcada: Maury Stcrn ,2M-5980 Carcgory 2
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Thursday, May 31, Las Trampes Region2l Park. Mcet
7:00 a.m. in pa*mg lot at park cntrancc. From I-680, go wcst
on Crow Canyon Road, and right on(o Bollinger Canyon Road.
Pa*ing lot ls to the left at thc end of thc road. Carry liqurds,
thc area can bc hot- Grasshoppcr Sparrows arc often found as

wcll as otier grassland and oak wood birds.
Lcadcr: Barbara Yaughn,376-8732 Category 2

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

HAYWARD REGIONAL SHORELINE, March l.
Highlighs of our trip for thc l5 birden included a pair of Black
Scotcrs, two pair of Bluc-wingcd Teal, and four Burrowing
Owls at Arowhead Marsh, and a Eurasian Wigcon at Hayward
Rcgional Shorelinc. Our tonl specics for the day was 73.

Florencc Bcnneu

FrvE BROOKS - BOLINAS LAGOON, March 7.
Twclvc mcmbcrs enjoyed a pleasant day birding Bolinas llarbor
and the Fivc Brooks area. Highhghs included male Eurasian
Wigmn and Harlequin Ducks in thc harbor and Wood Ducks and
Ring-necked Ducks at Five Brmks. A total 81 species were
obscrved, including a pair ofOspreys fishing in rhe harbor.

Georgc Fingcr

TOMALES BAY, March 17.

Thiny mcmbers and gucss spcnt a beautiful SL Parick's Day
at Tomales Bay Slate Park, visiting thrcc bcachcs, hiking
through oak and Bishop pine foress and viewing thc birds in
Tomales Bay. 65 specics werc secn or heard but thc pair of
Spotrcd Owls fiought to bc thcrc eludcd us. Thc highlighB in-
cluded Pcregrinc Falmn, Spoucd Sandpiper, adult malc Rufous
and Allen's Hummingbirds (worth thc price of admission
alone), Beltcd Kingfishers in murship flight, Rcd-breistcd Sap
suckcr, Trec Swallows, Pygmy Nuthatches, Winter Wrcn,
Goldcn-crowncd Kinglet, Warbling Vireo. and Orangc-crowncd,
Townscnd's and Hermit Walblcrs.

Maury Stcm

BRIONES RESERVOIR, March 22.
On a day of intermittcnt clouds and sunny weathcr,24 guess
and membcrs cnjoyed sccing 60 specics of watcr and land birds.
Highlights were thc White-rhroatcd Sparrow, Ycllow Warbler
ard Varicd Thrush.

Betry Galagher

GARIN REGIONAL PARK, March 31.
On a calm day during which thc early moming low clouds and
ovcrcas! clercd aftcr I 1:00, eight pcoplc had exccllcnl biding.
One of thc two Prairic Falcons showcd just how fast a falcon
can fly. AIso sccn wcre a Common Snipc and a Lcwis' Wod-
pcckcr, both unusual thcre, and a Rufous Hummingbird and a
singing Black-hcadcd Grosbcak, both of which had arrivcd carly
for this arca. A lotal of 62 spccics wqc aallied on thc Eip.

Bob Richmond

3

a

a

a



OBSERVATIONS
By Jean Riclmond

Plcasc send obscrvations lo Jc€n Richmond,
125 Via Serena, Alamo, CA 94507, or call 837-2843.

Plcase includc ),our teleohone numbcr with ],our obscrvations.

Amcrican White Pelican: 60 on 4/1 at San Luis NIWR,
Mcrccd Co. @&JR)
Gre€n-backcd Hcron: I on 3/13 at Lake Solano Co. Park.
(H&NB)
Whitc-faced Ibis: 35 on 4/1 at San Luis I{ttVR. (R&JR)
Snow Goose: I on 3lZ7 at Norft takc, Goldcn Gate Park.
(JR) I r "/)
"Alcutian" Canada Goosc: I on 3/14 at tikc Hcrman, Solano
County. (C&WY, CO)
G-aErnU.: imm. malc 3127 thnt 4/10 at Bolinas Scwer
Ponds. (KH*MOb, 

",",Blue-wingcd Tcal: pair on 3/13 at Arrowhcad Marsh (JR, FB)-:

male from 3n7 tut 4ll0 atBolinas Sewer Ponds (KH*MOb).
Eurasian Wigcon: melc on 4R ar north end of Bolinas Lagmn
(JR) er ^r)
RinS-neckcd Duck: L on 3l2O at Orinda Woods Pond.
(r{&NB)
Tuftcd Duck adult malc still at Stow t-ake, GGP thru 3nr
(JR, MOb); moved to Lakc Merced,4, (GF, MOb).
Ilarlcquin Duck: malc at MP 15.32 on SR 1, Bolina kgmn,
tltru 4r. (FB, JR, GF, MOb)
Oldsquaw: male on 4/3 off Doran Bcach, Bodega Bay.
(rr&NB)
Black Scoten pair at Arowhead Malsh rhm 3/13. (FB, n)er a/)
Barrow's Goldcncyc: fcmale at MP 15.32 on SR l, Bolinas
hgmn, thru 4fl. (FB, JR, MOb)
Hmded Merqanscr: male, 2 females on 3/6 at Conc Madera
Ecological Rcscrvc (FB, JRfi l' on 3/13 at t*c Soleno
(H&NB).
Common Mcrganscr: 5 malcs, 25 fcmalcs on 3/4 and 3/l I on

Crow Canyon Country Club kkc, San Ramon. (RII)
Osprey: I on 3/5 at Iafaycue Rcscrvoir. (H&NB)
Swainson's Hawk: 3, including pair at nest, on 4/1 at San

Luis NWR. (R&JR)
Fcrrucinous Hawk: 1 on 3/9 along Myrtle Dr. off Bailcy Rd.,
Concord (KA); I on 321 over Sunsct Picnic Arca, ML Diablo
SP (FB, JR, BoG); I on 42 ovcr I-5 in Stanislaus Co. (JR).
Golden Eaglc: I carrying a stripcd skunt on 3/5 ovcr Sunol
Rcgional Wildernqss. (GF, MP)
BIuc Grouse: 2 malcs on 3/19 along King Ridgc Rd., Sonoma
Co. (GF, MP, PG)
Sagc Grouse: 3-4 on 4/4 ar lck NE of Susanvillc. C|&GD
Mountain Ouail: malc on 3/19 along King Ridgc Rd. (GF,
lrP, PG)
Sora: 2 on 4/4 on Pinc Canyon Pond, ML Diablo. (KtI)
Band-tailcd Pigeon: 20Or on 4/10 at t-ake t.aguni(as. (JR,
FB) c r 

" 
/,)

,?-'t+ i I stull qt tl..tnn.r t',r(l ota, s.4 1,.c, 4
ti-,,< rl^ t/t - r t, i ?, 44\ N,ab

Creek gaden. (RH, GF)
pilcatea Woodpeckcr: 2 on 4l1O ar l:rkc |'&unilas. (JR, FB)./",
Western Wood-Pewec: I on 414 (early) in Pine Canyon,
MDSP. (Kn)
Cassin's Kingbkd: I on 4/1 at San Luis NWR. (JR)

Sagc Thrashen 2 on 3/3 ncar Susanvillc. (I&GF)
Phainopeola: 1 on 326 at Sunol RW. (H&NB)
Nonhem Shrikc: I imm. on 3/6 at Conc lvladcra. (FB, JR)er.y'
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Nonhcm Pygmy-Owl: I ot 3D3 at Rockville Park, Solano
Co. (FB, MJC, BG)t I or 3125 at Sunol RW (H&NB).
Rufous Hummingbird: I on3l4 urd 315 in her Alamo Gardcn.
(IR)
Rcd-naDcd Sapsucker: femalc on 319 and 3ll2 in his Walnut

Solitary Virco: 3 on 4/4 on onc branch in Pinc Canyon. (KII)
Warbling Virm: I on 3/8 (carly) in Pinc Canyon. (Ktt)
Nashvillc Warblcr: 1 on 4/4 in Pine Canyon (KlI); 3 on 4/10
at Lake kgunitas (JR).

Black-thrmtcd Gray Warbler 5{ on 4/4 in Pine Canyon (KH):
2 on 4/10 ar lakc Lagunius (JR, JD).
Amcrican Redshn: adult rnale on 327 at SE comer of Middlc
Lakc, GGP. (JR)ar.r)
Summcr Tanager: imm. malc from 3127 thru 4[ by Angler's
Lodgc in GGP. (JR, MOb)
Bluc Gmsbeak: 2 on 4/l (carly) at San Luis NWR. (R&JR)
Rufous-crowned Sparrow: 2 ot 4ll at MP 15.32 a.long SR I,
Bolinas tagmn. (BR)
Herris' Snarrow: immature from 3ll7 thru 4/11 in thcir
Concord gardcn. (Bo&BG, MOb)
Hoodcd Oriolc: returned !o hcr Alamo garden on 323 (JR):

adult male on 478 in a trcc by her aparlnent window, Concord
(FB).

4
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Prcviously rcported birds which continue to bc sc€n through
givcn datc: Ruff (4/8), whitc-throatcd SDanow (4/8, JR),
"Slatc-colorrd" Junco (3/19, JR). Sec April Ozarl for deails.

Obscrvcn: Kamran AJavi, Hugh and Nomh Bain, Florencc Bcn-
nctq Mary Jane Culver, Jane Dang, Toni and Gmrgc Finger,
Bob and Bctty Gallaghcr, Peggy Gross, Kcitl llansen, Kcvin
Hintsa, Ralph Hudgins, Many Obscrvcrs, Chuck O'Connor,
Marjoric Plant, Bob Richmond, Rich and Jean Richmond, and

Gifford and Winnic Young.

Obseryetions necd not be of rarities. Please report common
birds either in uncommon placcs, at unmmmon times, or doing
uncommon things. Do you wondcr if a sighting is unusual?
C-nrrnsalt Birds d Norrhcrn California, an Annotated. Field List,
availablc at Natuc Company and othcr namral hi$.ory outlcts,
or by mail for $7.00,,ftst4gzlaid, from Golden Gate Audub"n 

-.Saiety, 1250 Addisonf L, #1078, Berkelcy CA94702. V
,/
I 4 ..,,/,,:J

orr,,a t st'll,t htt ll'* I' X4tta
tA ,^ ,t/e-'\ft,
'!lrt17.1'o10,, l' 1u.. c., . tt,'/t,- 1.. ,l-/ a-e- .i,,,,t1--

Also check thc Nonhcrn Ca.lifomia Rarc Bird Alert, 528-0288,
changed weekly; uNates 52-5592, changed frequcntly.

,q ,lt6- tR.



ELECTION OF OFFICERS

At our May meeting, we will elect the ncw MDAS officers.
The elected ofliccs in our chapter and tlte current candidatcs are

as follows:

President Jim I-omar
YP Conservation: Al McNabncy

Trcasurer: Florence BenneE
Secrcary: Sherc€ DouceEc

Nomfurations will also be ac&pted from the floor. All othcr
MDAS commiuee chairycrsons are appointed by the prcsidenr
These committecs ne€d pcople to scrvc, ald mcmbcrs who
have not scrvcd are encouraged to volunteer.

Original
Sketchcs

by
Carol Lutr

tr

CLASSES AND EXCURSIONS

Norah Bain's spring class for beginning and intcfincdiate bid-
crs will be on Tuesdays, lday 1 ard 8, from 9:m am. !o l:00
p.m. and on lvlay 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:m p.m. Please rcg-
istcr now at the Orinda Community Cenw,2b Orinda Way,
Orinda CA 94563,254-2445. The fee is $36.fi) for Orinda
re.sidcnts and $38.00 for othcrs. Pleese call Norah ar25+4516
for morc information.

On Sarurday, May 19, the Fremont Adult School will offcr an
all{ay birding trip to watch and listen to lmal bfuds as they go
about their trrritorial, coultship, and nesting activities. The
trip will bcgin at 8:30 a.m. and cnd at 2:30 p.m. Sludcnts
must prcregister by Tuesday. May 15, by mail or in person at
thc Frcmont Adult Schml, 47m Calavcras Rd., Frcmont, CA
94538, 791-5841. Includc $18.00 fcc and stampcd, sclf-
addrcsscd envclope. Thc ficld rip will bc lcd by Alice Hah, a

mcmbcr of he Ot onc Audubon Seicty and SFBBO.

San Francisco Bay Bird Observalory is offering classes and
murs for thc rcst of thc year. Classes include Sparrow Identifi-
cation, Taxidermic Techniques, Shorebird Identification, and
Duck Idcntification. Tours include Spring in Arizona and
Southeast Arizona. Thc ncxt class and lour bcgin in May.
For informadon, contact thc obscrvatory at (408) 9466548 or
write SFBBO, P. O.Box247, Alviso, CA 95002.
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MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
1990 BIRDATHON

This year MDAS will have at least thre€ teams of bidcrs in thc
ficld on Saturday, May 5, and they will bird only in Contre
Costr County. They will bc compcting for prizes for the
most birds s€cn, the most moncy raiscd, and the most unusual
bird seen.

All of the money raised will go m thc Westem Regional Office
of Nuional Audubon to be used dirccdy for thcir efforts in three
AIEA$

l. Mono lake Legal Defense. To help thc ongoing strugglc !o
save this precious national rcsource.
2. Wetlands Protcction. To prcservc habitat for thc migratory
warerfowl and shorebirds
3. Ancient Forcsts. To protect this critical old growtl forcs
habitaL

Plcase help us makc this day a succcss and send back your ax-
deduaible pledge.

- .PLEDGE FORM-

YES, I WANT TO HELP MDAS AND THESE WORTHY
PROJECTS!t

I pledge to sponsor one (cn morc) of thc following tcams ar thc
rarc of $ pcr spccies. (Each team hopes o sec in the
neighborhmd of 100 spccies.)

5
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CAPTAIN
Dr. Mauy Stcm

2.Thc llawks Jan Cmpcr

3. Ttp Cadillac Kids Jimm Edgar

EXTRAII Thosc plcdging $0.50 per spccies will rcceivc the
winning tcam's itincrary plus an original skctch by Marv Reif,
lcal Walnut Crcek wildlifc artisL

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

Send pledgc sheet rc: MDAS BIRDATHON, P.O. Box 57,
Walnut Crcek, CA 94596

TEAM
1. Da's Ducks

a
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NEW MEMBERS

Wc extcnd a wtrm wclcomc to thcsc new MDAS members and
hopc !o mc€t thcm at our activirs: Elizabeth Adair, Mary
Austin, Nathan Bale,s, Charlcs Bishop, t ouis Borst, Joan
Bowen, William Box, Barbara Britron, Frank Currie, Donna
Daly, Mr. R. Dribble, Doug Elliott, \ryarren Engstrom, Allcn
Ergo, Toni Eyesmnc, Usa Ford, Joan Gardner, Joni Gardner,
Kirk and Doeen Gcmer, Judi Gershon, Joan Howard, Ronald
Hufft, Myles Kowalcyk, Vcma Kruse, Anita l:nldord, Edward
Lccch, Christinc tcgler, Ruth tondahl, Jeff Miller, Cliff
Mills, Anita Myk)'tyn, R. Ncale, Claudia Nicolosi, Ellcn
Park, P. E. Penault, L-arry C. Perryman, Kristine Pclerson,
Angelas PilG, Thomas and Lerc Priftis, Nancy Schaefa, Daryl
K. Schawcl, Shirley Shcvchcnlo, Igor Skarcdoff, Michael
Slattcry, Barbsr. Spina, Ann{harlott Stenbcrg, Tom Trent,
Lisa Wcske, and Jrid Wilson.

May l99O

MDAS SALES

NEWI Rogcr Tory Peterson's long-awaited third cdition of
Flekl GaUe ,o Western Brrds is available now. 432
pages, 165 new colo paintings,44l new color maps. Pocket
size,4 ll2 x 7 l/4 inchcs. $13.99 plus $1.01 tax = $15.00 at
MDAS meetings, $16.25 by mail.

National Geogra.phic Society's Field Guile to Birdt of North
Arnerica,Edtton ff. Comprehcnsivc idcntification of all birrls
that nest north of Mcxico or migrarc thmugh, plus wandercrs

and exotics. 464 pzgcs" $14.92 ptus $1.08 tax = $16.00 at
MDAS meetings, $17.50 by mail.

Best Birding in Napa and Solano Counties, 2l birding hot
spots, with dircctions, time of bcst bfuding, birds of intcrest,
rarities. Skerche,s, some photographs. $4.00, including tax,
at MDAS mcetings, 35.30 by meil.

These books are available from the MDAS Sales Manager,
Gifford Young, 1451 Janet CouG Benicia CA 94510, (707)
7454134. Plcase makc checks payablc to MDAS.

6
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End of the Year Potluck

o The next meeting of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
will be on Thursday, June 7, at 6:30 p.m., at the
Willow Creek Center, 1026 Mohr Lane, Concord.
This will be the end-of-the-year potluck. Please
bring a salad, casserole, or dessen for ten as wel[ as
your own table service and any serving utensils you
may need. C-offee and punch will be provided.

6:30 Door open
7:00 Dinner

The program will be provided by the members. Do
you have naoral history slides or pictures. Have
you found a bird nest or built an unusua.l feeder or
house? Bring them along to share with the group!
All members are encouraged to panicipate.

The new MDAS officers for the 1990- 1991 term
werc elected at the May meeting. The new President
will be Jim Lomax and the new Secretary will be
Sheree Doucette. Al McNabney is continuing as the
Vice-President, Conservation, and Florence Bennett
is continuing as Treasurer.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, June 14, at
7:30 p.m., at the home of Barbara Vaughn, 59 Donna
Maria Way, Gnda,376-8732. Board meetings are
open to all interested members.

[qfg: Due to overcrowding problems in the park,
the Yosemite trip for this year has been cancelled.

As a special bonus, our president-elect, Jim Lomax
will present "Potshots for Potluck II," his annual
picture collection of Bay Area birds including the
Garganey, as well as King Eider, Sora, Clapper
Rail, Rufl and an enraged Ruby-crowned Kinglet.
Come join us for this photographic treat.

A final Earth Day Note. As a measure of the distance
we've come in 20 years, ponder this quote from At-
tomey General John Mitchell in 1970: "The conser-
vation movement is a breeding ground of Commu-
nists and other subvenives. We intend to clean them
out, even if it means rounding up every bird watcher
in the country."a



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

PRIMARY ELECTIONS
Audubon membcrs havc an oPponunity to VOTE and in so

doing make a significant contribution toward a stable ConEa

Cosla County. WHEN? In the primary election June 5. Thc
MAJOR LOCAL ISSUES includc nomination of Congress-

mcn, a County Supervisor for Dislrict 4 (Concord, Pte€sant

Hill area), and a solid wasE Garbage) disposal site.

MFASURE C: Nomination of a solid wastc site (garbage

dump), Kcllcr Canyon. This issue, via-l to thc County when

passed, will quitc likely dctcrmine the futue location of the

County garbage dump. MDAS members arc urged to KNOW
the issucs and to VOTE.

NOTE: Mcauc C will be on he ballot,
Marsh Canyon will NOT be on hc ballot.

The Garaventa site (Measure B) is considercd

unacceptable because of lts proximily !o
pads and walrr sourcas.

SOLID WASTE (garbagc dump) TRANSPORTATION
COSTS: A COMPARISON

tlauting garbagc, i. e. transpon, costs rn dollars per lon:

From IgESf, County:

ro KELLER, $6.09
to ECC (Garaventa), S7.31

ro MARSH, $ 11.86

From CENLB,AL County:

June 1990

Haul coss are passed on to the publlc in the year tn whrch

they are incurred. Based on thc above data, il. is asscrted to

MDAS lhat each year the public would have to pay an exra
$714,000 to haul solid wastc to EEC (Garavcnla) rathcr than

to KELLEB or an additional $4.5 million to haul 10 Marsh

rathcr lhan o KEILER.

WETLANDS TO BE DEFINED BY COUNTY
Our wctlands need prol.ection. A committee, chaued by the

Honorable Sunne Wright McPcak,4l} Distrrcl and Honomblc
Tom Torlakson, 5th Dstrict, is rcvicwing current definidons

of wetlands. Supervisor McPeak has assc(ed that our Conra
Costa County wetlands MUST bc prol.e.cted from dcstruction

and dcvelopment. McPeat is in good company on this tssuc

for $e Honorable Phil Iscnberg and thc Honorable Bitt Baker

havc introduced significant wctland prot€clion me€sues in thc

California Assembly, while Congrcssman, the Honorable

Gcorge Miller has also introduced comprehcnstve, imfulant
wetland protection measures in $e House of Representatives.

WATER - IN SHORT SUPPLY
Every daily paper in Caltfornia has now dcrcrmined fiat Mom
Nature failed to deliver adequa@ supplics of water to &ls starc

for the fourth year in a row. Watcr rationing is lhe rule of thc
day. In Los Angeles, Mayor Bradley has decreed community
swimming pools will bc closcd (for thc year) on l.abor Day, to
save wa@r. San Francisco's famed Hetch Herchy wa@r supply

syslem is VERY low. A 25qo cullElck in walcr use is ordered.

The lack of watcr will likcly furthcr harm birds. animals, and

fish populations throughoul thc stap. Streams will bc vcry

low or dry. Wctlands will be cndangcrcd. Runoff, containing
toxics and pestrcidcs from farm useage, will become cven morc

conccntrated. Such situauons are likcly to makc the problems

of polluted wildlife refuges cven worsc than they have becn;

Keserson, with all of is pollution problems, is an examplc.
MDAS has panicrpatcd in The Committcc for Water Policy
Consensus. Formcd by Supervisor McPeak wrth assistancc of
other Bay Area leadcrs concemed about water use:gc, it is a

considerable forcc today in the mysterious world of Califomia
water politics. Whcn Southem Califomia water s?okcsmcn

ulgc (with straight faccs) sending watcr from thc Columbia
Rivcr through a scries of canals to the Los Angeles arca, can

another urging for the Peripheral Canal be far b€hind? Stay

tuned.

.'
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From EASL County:

ro KEIIEB, $2.96
ro ECC (Garavcnra), 53.11
to MARSH, $6.49

Tohl haul coss per year for cach (Proposed) sitc, from alt
parts of thc County:

tOKEI.I.ER,
!o ECC (Garavcnta),

to MARSH.

toKEI.I.EB,
to ECC (Ganventa),
Io MARSH,

$3.33
M.00
$7.91

$3,796,m0
$4,5r0,000
$8,229,700

o
lE



are open to members and nonmembers alike. carpool
time is departue Lime. Carpool expense: 5 cens per milc
pcr ridcr rs suggested: olls and entry fees are shared e4ually
by drivcr and ridcrs. Bring binoculars, fietd guidc and lunch.

ps go in light rain or dizz)ei if in doubt, ca.ll leader up o
12 houl bcfore deparnue dme

FIELD TRIPS

Difliculty of field l-ip:

Catcgory l: Easy, up to I mile wajking, smooth paths

Category 2: Modcratc, I mile or more, possibly rough

Category 3: Difficult extensivc walking, rough terrain

Saturday, Junc 2, Outcr Point Reycs. Carpool 6:00 a.m.
Acalancs Avc. off Pleasant Hill Rd., just norlh of Hwy 24.
Melt at Drale's Beach, 8:00 a.m. Cross San Rafael Bfldgc.
From I-l0l nortlr, takc San Rafacl cxit. Go 2 blocks, tum lcft
and continue wcst o Sir Francis Drake Blvd. Tum right on
Sir Francis Drake. At SR l, turn right l2 mile, lcft onto
Bear Vallcy Rd. about 3 miles, and onto Srr Francrs Drakc
Blvd. again. Continuc about 14 milcs to Dra.kc's Beach Rd. on
left. This trip is for spring vagrans and may turn up any-
thing. Weathcr may bc unpleasantly hot or cold and windy.
t adcr: Maury Stem ,2U-5980 Category 2

Thursday, Junc 7, Anngdcl Strte Prrk- Carpool 6:30 a.m.
southwest corner of Sun Valley parking lot. Mcct 8:00 a.m.
parking lo[ of Annadcl Park. Go north on I-680, tum west on
I-780, go through Vallejo, and wcst on SR 37 to SR l2l.
Tum lcft onlo SR 12 for aboul l7 mrles past Sonoma. Turn
lcft onto Los Alamos Rd., right on Melite Rd., then left on
Montgomery Rd. for 0.6 mi. Tum left on Channel Dr., 2 mr.
to road cnd. In fte past we havc found Ycllow-brcasted Chats,
MacGrllivray's Warblen, and Pilcated Woodpeckcrs.
t aden Barbara Vaughn,376-8732 Catggory 2

Saturday and Sunday, June 23-24, Ylbz Pass. Saturday wc
bird Yuba Pass for mountaln bfuds. Sunday, we go into Sierra
Vallcy for basin birds. Moels in Srena City: Hcrrington's
Sierra Pines, (916) 862-l 15l; Sicna Chalct, (916) 862- I I l0;
Shannon's Cabins (rustic, but lcss expnsive), (91 6) 862-1287 .

Forest Scrvice camplTounds at Chapman Cre€k and Yuba Pass.

L€ader: Barha. r Bvck,229-0394 Caregory 2

Wednesday, June 27, Bobelainc Sanctuary. Carpool 6:00
a.m. southwest comcr of Sun Valley pa*ing lot. Take I-80
cast from I-680. Aftcr thc Yolo Bypass, stay on I-80 to I-5,
thcn go north on I-5 to SR 99-70. When SR 99 splits off,
follow SR 99 and the signs toward Yuba City. Two miles af-
ler SR 99 crosscs thc Featrcr River, tum right on Laucl Ave-
nue to Bobclainc Sanctuary at the end of tie rmd on the lcvce.
Mc€t 8:00 a-m. at the cntrancc to rhc sanctuary. This is ripari-
an habiht. The ErSet bird is the Yellow-billed Cuckm: orhcr
possiblrties includc Bluc Grosbeak and Swanson's flawk.
Leader: Jimm Edgar,658-2330 Carcgory 2
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS

NORTH BRIONES WILDFLOWER WALK, April4.
The annual Audubon Socicty wildflower walk was attended by
twcnty-five persons. I was assisted by co-leaders Bcuy Smith
and Jrm and Bessie Smith. A flower hst of 37 blmming wild-
flowers was fumished to each member of thc group. These

werc pointed out by the leaders during our walk from tlre end of
Briones Road up rnto the grassland area of thc park. It was a

beautrful momrng and a joy to see so many flowers in bloom.
John Davis

LAKE LAGUNITAS, April 12.

It was a beautifut day for thc ten observcrs, with many wild
flowen and spring birds. Hrghlighs included an Osprey, Com-
mon Mergansers, Warbling Vireo, and Orange-crowned, Town-
send's and Black-throated Gray Warblers. A tolal of 5l speries
were se€n.

Elizabeth Dickey

DONNER CANYON, Apfll 14.

Erght members enloyed a good day of birding. The highlighls
lncluded Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-shouldcred tlawk, SoLury,
Hutlon's and Warbling Vireos, Western Flycatchcr, Wes@m
Kingbird, Hairy woodpccker, Rufous Hummingbird, Blue-gray
Gnatcatchcr, and Nashville, Yellow, Hcrmrt, Black-throated
Gray, Wilson's and Orange-crowned Warblcrs. A toal of 63
species wcre seen.

Kamran Alavi

IDA CLAYTON ROAD, April 18.

The ten birders enJoyed hc day and an opportunrty o study brrd
song, espe{ially the songs of the Orange-crowned, Audubon's,
Black-throated Gray, and Wilson's Warblers. Two Common
Irons and Wood and Ring-necked Ducks wcrc seen. While
doing the chccklist at thc end of the lrlp, wc wcrc plcascd !o
havc six l:wrence's Goldiinches land near us. Total species
sccn 77.

Florencc BenncI

DEL PLIERTO CAi.IYON, April 26.
Strong, gusty winds on this warm day kept some of the little
birds well hrdden and hard to hear for the 24 birden. Highlighb
today included Goldcn Eaglc, bolh Bam and Great Homed Owls,
Coslz's Hummingbird, trwis' Wmdpeckcr, Canyon Wrcn, and
Phainopepla. Total spcres 54.

Florence Bennett

MINES ROAD, April 28.
On a clear and warm, mosdy calm day, 2l members and guests

found 76 spccies along Mines Road in Del Valle Regional
Park. Highlighr of the day was a pair of Wood Ducks which
flew out o[ he creek to a barc sycamorc branch and "t]osed" for
us. Also seen wcre Green-backcd Hcron, Lewis' Woodpecker,
Blue-gray Gnarcatcher, and scveral Phainopeplas and lawrence's
Goldfinches.

Jcan Richmond
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OBSERVATIONS
By Jean Ricbnond

Pleasc send observations to Jean Richmond,
125 Via Scrcna, Alamo, CA 94507, or call 837-2843.

Please include ],our tclephonc number with your obscrvations.

Green-backed Hcron: I on 4/10 at Pine Canyon Pond in Mt.
Diablo Statc Park (GF, KH): 1 on 4[27 on &ach at Spanish

Bay, Monterey (H&NB).
Wmd Duck: 2 malcs, I fcmale on 4ll7 at Dga;n Reservoir,
L-ake Co. (FB, JR) er a/)
Garyaney: last sccn at Bolhas sewer ponds on 4R0. (MOb)
Blue-winged Teal: palr u 4124 at Nrowhead Marsh. (FB)

Northern Harrier: malc over their Concord resldenccs. 420 10

4n2. FB,M.JC)
Mountain Ouail: ( on 4/17 hcard calling along Ida Clayton
Rd. (JR, FB) at ^/ )

Lcsscr Yellowlegs: I on 4/18 at Montcrey Peninsula Rescrve
(H&NB)
Lcast Tem: I ot 4124 aL AWneAa South Shorc. (JR)

Northcrn Pygm:/-Owt: 2 on 4ll3 at l-as Trampas Regional
Park (BR): 2 on 4ll7 hcard calling at norlhe€st cnd of [:ke
Hcnnassey (FB, JR).et -/ )

Common Poorwill: 2 oa 4ll3 at Las Trampas Rcgional Park
(BR); 3 on 4/17 in Pinc Canyon (KLI).
Swift flmk: 2 Black, I Vaux's, 35 WhlE-throatcd, on 423
migrating over hcr Alamo home. (JR)
Costa's Hummingbird: I on 4D6 doag Sea Vicw trail, Tilden
Rcgional Park (GF, MP); I ma(e on 5/l at MP 10.4 along Dcl
Pucno Canyon Rd. (JR)c r . i )

Calliopc Hummingbird: 2 males on 4/20 along the Mitchclt
Canyon u-ail just south of White Canyon, MDSP. (GF)

Hummingbirds: 14 Anna's, I male Calliope, I probable
Bmad-tailed, 2 malc Rttjgus, 5 Allen's, on 4ll5 at feeders in
her Alamo garden. (JR)

Westem Wood-Pcwee: 2 ot 4110 (vqy anly) in Pinc Canyon.
(GF, Kr{)
Hammond's Flycatcher: I on4/10 in Pinc Canyon. (GF, KH)
Dusky Flycatcher: I on 5/l in Pine Canyon. (GF, MP)
Common Raven: 2 on 4122 over hcr Alamo home, only 2nd
time in 21 years. (JR)
Can),on Wrcn: 1 on 4/17 in Prne Canyon (KH); I tlere agaln

on 4n9 QC).
Phainonepla: I on 5/6 in Mitchell Canyon. (SF1or " /)
Loggcrhead Shrikc: 2 on 424 diving on a Ca.lifomia Towhee
along Minas Rd. (GF, MP, KH)
Solitar Virco: I on 56 in their Orrnda garden. (H&NB)
Nashvillc Warbler: 2 on 4ll0 in Pinc Canyon (GF, KH): 6,

with I showing a red crown, on 42,0 in Mltchell Canyon
(GF): I on 5/8 at BIue Oak Picnic Area, MDSP (JR); I on 5/8

a[ Toyon Picnic Arca, MDSP (FB).
Ycllow Warbler: I on 52 at Blue Oak Picnrc Area. (H&NB)
Black-firoatcd Gray Warbler: I on 4/10 ln Plne Canyon (GF,

KFf): 3 on 420 in Mirchell Canyon (GD: on 5/8, I at Rock
Crty and I at Sunsel Picnic Area, MDSP (JR, FB). r' "r)

Junc 1990

Hermit Warblcr: I on 52 at Bluc Oak (H&NB); scveral on 5rt
at Rock Cily and Oak Knoll. MDSP (GF, KH. MP, JR, FB,

SG) er .l )
MacGillirra!,'s Warbler: I on 418 in Garin Regional Park (BR): \
I on 5/8 at Toyon Picnic Area (GF, KH, MP, FB, JR, SG).at o/)

Common Ycllowthroat: I on 4/10 in Pinc Canyon. (GF, KII)
Wcstcrn Tanager: 1 malc on 4/30 in ticir Anti6h gaden.
(B&TB)
Lark Bunting: I on 4/14 near Bockman Channel just south of
Grant Ave., San t orcnzo. (BR)
Lincoln's Sparrow: I on 4/10 in woodcd arca of Pine Canyon.
(GF, Klr)
Harris' Sparrow: I in thcir Concord garden thru 42n. (Bo&BG,
MOb)
Ycllow-hcadcd Blackbird: 2 malcs on 4/14 in the frcshwaer
ponds at llayward Shoreline (BR); I on 4/19 in hcr yard ncar

Hidden l-akes, Maninez @R).
Lawrcncc's Goldfinch: heard on 4/10 in Pine Canyon (GF,

KH): I on 4/13 in Las Trampas Regional Park (BR); scvcral on
4f24 along Mines Road and at Raines County Park (GF, KH,
MP).

Birds seen in Southern Califomia: fron 4125 n 427 incfuded
t cwis' Woodpcckcr and Tcnnessec warbler at Big Morango,
MacGillivray's Warbler and Cassin's Finch in the Joshua Tre€
Nadonal Monument, Redhead at lhc Salon Sea, and Yjtgidal
Warblcr al Ana-Borrego StaE Park. (MS)

Horned Lizard (Homed "Toad"), very rarc in MDSP, on 420 in
Whitc Canyon. (GF)

Conection: Phainopepla last month at Solano County Park,

not Sunol: Garganey and Bluc-winged Tea[ at Bolinas last
month frst found by Keith Hansen.

Observers: Hugh and Norah Bain, Florence Bennctl, Brcndan

and Tish Brown, Jan Cmper, Mary Janc Culvcr, Sharyn Fer-
nandcz, George Finger, Bob and Betty Gallagher, Stcvc Glover,
Kcvin Hintsa, Marjorie Plant. Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond,
Pamcla Ryan, Maury Stem, Many Obscrvcrs.

TRAVEL TIPS

As you travcl lhis summer, pleasc ask for an extra copy of the

faclhty map and any bird liss or chcckhss whcn you visit
parks, refuges, or sanctuaries. Pass the extras along to Jean

Richmond to place in the chapter file. Also, when planntng a

lrip, contact Jean. She may have information on the area you
plan to visit and the birds lo expect there.
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r99O BIRDATHON

The thrc€ teams that panicipated in lhis ycals Birdathon for the

Mt- Diablo chapter had grcat succcss on Saurday, May 5, both
in terms of the birrls secn and thc money raised for imporlant
conservation projects.

Maury S@rn's E:lm saw 102 spccres, which was two more

t}an Jimm Edgar's team saw. Jan cooper's team appe3rs to
havc raiscd thc most money with nearly M00. The goal set by
this ycar's MDAS Birdathon of $1000 se€ms to bc within
reach.

Though no "rare' birds werc sc€n by any of thc teams, wc did
find a Barn Owl nest on Jcrsey Island with four young fluffy
owls in it. Also of intcrcst wcre l}lc two Timbcr Ratulesnakcs

that were sccn on Mt. Diablo. Bolh were three !o four fc€t
Iong.

Nationally, Audubon has set a goal of $1 million for the 1990

Birdahon. If you would still like to hclp, plcase send your
check madc payable to the ML Diablo Audubon Socicty to
MDAS, P. O. Box 53, Walnut Crcek, CA 94596.

Jimm Edgar
Bidalhon Chaiman

CLAPPER RAIL PREDATORS

In 1984, the U. S. Fish and Wrldlifc Servicc's Officc of Endan-
gercd Spccies estimarcd 4,000 Clapper Rails inhabited thc San

Francisco Bay shoreline. However, a winter high tidc ccnsus

in November and Decembcr of 1989, which covercd all marsh-

es know to harbor raits, yielded the low tolal of 40G5m birds.
While biologiss do not know all hc reasons for thc declinc of
the rails in San Francisco Bay, they do havc some theories.
Habilat deslruction is high on the list, as Clapper Rails are
found only in ddal cordgrass marshcs. Contaminadon from
oxics flowing into Bay watcrs is another threal Predalion by
invasive, non-nativc predators is a third critical challengc to
rarl survival.

Sana Clara Valley Audubon, the seven othcr Audubon Saicty
chaptcn around the bay, and Savc San Francisco Bay Asscia-
tion are asking their mcmbers o rcport sightings of porendal
predators of Clappcr Rails. We witl help thc Deparunent of
Fish and Game c,sablish a database of predaor sightings. If
you sce rats, rcd foxes, feral cats, or other predators in or near

thc Bay, please call the SCVAS ofhcc at (415) 329-l8ll, or
send a writtcn report to SCVAS, 4155 Cambridge Avenue,
Suia 21, Palo Alo, CA 94306. Please rnclude your name and

address, the type of predabr, the number of animals, he ptacc

the predalor was sighted, 6e dme of day or night, and whether
you have seen the prcdalor in hat locatron before.

CLASSES AND EXCURSIONS

Oakland Museum DaenB Needed

Men and womcn arc being sought for a one-year natural scienccs

training course for docents at The Oakland Museum. Thc

coursc will begin on September 4 and continuc tfuough Junc,

1991. Docents, trained voluneers who serve as museum guidcs

for groups and individuals, cnhancc museum visitors' under-

standrng and enjoyment of the exhibits and collecl.ions. The

Oakland Museum has a nationally-renowned docent program

witl hundreds of active participants. The raining class will be

taught by John Luther of the Col.legc of Alamcda and will meet

from I o 4 p.m. Tuedays in he Museum. Trainees will learn

about Califomia's natura.l communutics and basic principlcs of
ccology through lecturcs, field trips and study sesstons in thc

Hall of Califomia Ecology. No prcvious science background is

required. For information and to request an application for tlre
tmrnlng program, call thc Docent Center, 273-3514, or Ruth

Gerhart, 653-0904.

Sixth Annual Field Recording Workshop
The Naturc Sounds Society is conducting is sixth annual field
re(ording workshop at l}|e San Francisco Slals University field
station at Yuba Pass from Junc 15 to 17. Thc rcgistration fce
is $120 for members of the Nature Sounds Sciety, $130 for
non-mcmbcrs. The fcc includes thc cntirc program, meals, and

lodging, but dc,s not include transportation. Call 549-93@ for
more information.

GGRO Field Trip Program
Thc Coldcn Gate Raptor Obscrvatory is making its field EiP
program availablc to $e gencral public for he first dme this
summer. Trips are limitcd to 18 people. This summcr trips arc

being offcred to Klamath Basin from July 4 through 8 and to
Southcast Arizona from July 27 tkough August 5. For more
information and detailcd itincrarics, call Fran McDermott at
(415) 826-8459.

Ongrnal
sketches

by
C{ol Lutz
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NEW MEMBERS MDAS SALES

Wc arc happy to wclcomc [rcse ncw mcmbers and hope to
mcet hem in pcrson soon: Effic Andcrson, L. Banyai, Amold
Baucr, Alben Bckker, Caristy Bennctl, Deborah Bond, John
Bobbiu, Jay Brady, David and Laura Buck, Susan Bunstock,
Jacqucs Caillault, B. W. Carlcton, Karina F. Dcfago, Robert
Dcwcll, Hcn&it Dcwct, Rcne Eyer, Brucc Falkcnstcin, Vcmon
Fipetcrson, Martha Galc, Loma Hallissy, Natalie Hamish,
Douy Hasslcr, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Healy, Virginia Heidcrick,
L. Hcwitt, Joanic Hicks, Joanne B. Howard, Elaine Imoto,
Kcnncth Johnson, Herman P. Jongens, L. ladner, Eileen Lo-
rimer, Jann I. Lutc, Valrie Massey, Manin Millcr, Mrs. A.
Morrison, Mrs. William Nclson, Gloria and Richard Ncw-
housc, Mary Pampcrin, Robcrt T. Pangilla, Jackic Phillips,
Candicc Porfirio, Derck and Juricc Ranslcy, Richard Schacffcr,
Amy Sharkey, Kim Sacle, Aush Thakcr, G. Tibbell, Ma*
Toncy, Timothy Tuvcll, Mary Wamkcn, Geoff Watkin. Susan

Wood and Karcnlec Zandi.
Thcsc bmks are avarlablc from thc MDAS Sales Manager,
Gifford Young, l45l Janet Coui, Benicia, CA %510, (707)
74541y. Plcasc make checks payablc to MDAS.

Th. Quail is published ttonthly exccpt fot thc combined JulylAugust issue. Audubon mcmbership includcs subscriptions to the

Qua oad Audubon magazine. To ioin ($3Olycst individual, $38 fanily: iutoductory and senior rates available), wite a check to
National Audubon Sociery bw send it, with letter or subsription card, to the Membership Chairperson, Diane Macaio,2425 Maplc
Avc., Concord, CA 94520. The Chqter beneJits Jinancially from menbersfip applications it processes. Full Audubon membership is
encouraged, bw substiption to the Quail is available separate from membership at Slyear.The check shouW be nadc to MDAS and
nailed to lhc MDAS Treaswer, Florence Bennett, P.O. Bor 31435, Walnut Creek, CA 94598. First class nailing of the Quail to
member or nonnumber is at additional $3lyear payable to MDAS & senl to the Trcqsurer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consulr Diane Macano, (415) 674-0920.

Barbara Burek, Editor, 157 Mt. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (415) 229-0394
Erchange bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audubon Society, P. O. Bor 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94596, please

6

NEW! Rogcr Tory Peterson's long-awaitcd third cdition of
FbU Guide to Westctn Birds is availablc nov. 432
pages, 165 ncw colu paintings,44l new color maps. Pockct
sizq,4 VZ x 7 1/4 inchcs. $13.99 plus $1.01 tax = $15.m at
MDAS mectings, $16.25 by mail.

National Gcographic Society's FieA Guide to Birds olNotlh
Anerica,Editiot ll. Comprehcnsivc idcntification of all birds
hat nest norlh of Mcxico or migratc through, plus wandcrcrs
and cxotics. 464 pgcs. 314.92 plus $1.08 lax = $16.00 at
MDAS mectings, $17.50 by mail.

Best Birding in Napa and Solano Counties, 2l birding hot
spors, with dircctions, time of bcst btding, birds of intcrcst,
rarities. Sketchcs, soma photographs. $4.00, including tax,
at MDAS mectings, $5.30 by mail.
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U pcoming Events:

Again this year, there will be no general meeting of
the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society in July or August.
The next general meeting will be on September 6.
Details will be given in the September issue of the
Quail. Have a gmd summer!

The next board meeting will be on Thursday, July
12, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Shirley Ellis, 353
Westcliffe Circle, Walnut Creek, 939-9091. The
August board meeting will be on Thursday, August
23, at7:30 p.m., at the home of Gifford and Winnie
Young, 1451 Janet Court, Benicia, (707)745-4134
Board meetings are open to all interested members.

A reminder, as you travel this summer: Please ask
for an extra copy of any facility maps and bird lists or
checklists when you visit refuges, sanctuaries, or
parks. Pass the extras along to Jean Richmond to
place in fte chapter fiIe. Also, when planning a trip,
contact Jean tt 837 -2843. She may have information
on the area you plan to visit and the birds to expect.

The ANNUAL PICMC will be held on Friday, July
20, at 6:30 p.m., at the Old Borgess Ranch, 1035
Castle Rock Road. About 0.25 mile past the North-
gate High School, look for a sign up to the Ranger
Station (Walnut Creek Open Space). Drive up the
road on the right to the ranch headquaners. There is
an entry fee of $1 per person. Bring you own picnic
dinner and table service. After supper, we may look
for owls, so bring binoculars as well as supper.

The yearly Field Trip planning meeting will be on
Thursday, August 2, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of
Elizabeth Dickey, 113 Hillcrest Drive, Orinda. If
you have requests, suggestions, or special birds you
are interested in, or ifyou would be willing to lead a
field trip, call Etizabeth aa 254-0486 near the end of
July. Anyone interested in helping plan next year's
field rips is welcome to attend.

Winnie Young would like to thank all the volunteers
who brought cookies to the meetings and helped set
up refreshments and clean up after meetings. You
made our social time fun!
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Trips are opcn to membcrs and nonmembcrs alike. Carpml
timc is dcparturc dmc. Carpool expcnsc: 5 cenls pcr milc
per rider is suggesrcd; tolls and enky fecs are shared cqually
by dnvcr and riders. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go rn light rarn or drizzle; if in doubt, call leader up to
IP hour before dcpanurc timc

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field uip:

Catcgory 1: Easy, up to I mile walkrng, smmth paths
Calcgory 2: Moderarc, I mile or morc, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult, cxtcnsivc walking, rough tcrrain

Saturday, July 28, San Matco Coast. Caryool 7:15 a.m. at
El Ccno Blvd., west of I-680. Me€t at 8:30 a.m. ln parking
lot off SR I opposite Pcscadero Road. Cross San Mateo
Bridgc, continue west on SR 92 to Half Mmn Bay, go left on
SR I for 15 milcs to Pcscadem Rd., lum right into parking
lot. Can bc cold and windy, sometimes hot. Early shorebirds,
Black Swift Bank Swallow, Marbled Murrelel
Lcader: Maury Stem,284-5980 Ca@gory 2

Saturday, August ll, Bodega Bay. Carpool 6:30 a.m.,
southwes! comer of Sun Valley parking lot. Meet 8:30 a.m.
at ftc Tides Reshurant. Go nonh on US l0l. Tale the
Washingon.$6-exit in Peuluma, go wesl on Bodega Hwy. to
SR l, turn Ldi6 Bodega Bay. The Tides is on lefr, opposic a

Union station. Can be cold and windy. Early shorebirds, rails,
waterbirds, pos[-breeding migrans. Ca.ll Elizabeth Dickey at
254{4.86 for more informadon. Catcgory I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

BRIONES PARK - WEST, May 2.
Thc wrnd stopped and the day was calm and bcauritul. Eighr
observcrs hcard morc birds than rey saw. Best srghtings were
Dusky and Hammond's Flycal.chcrs and Bluc-gray Gnatcarchcn.
57 specics wcre seen and hcad.

Elizabcth Dickcy

BACK CANYON, May 5.
Sixteen membcrs gathercd at Regcncy Drivc for a walk up
Back Canyon and a return via Heatherington Loop Trarl.
Though drought conditrons and cxtcmely warm wcathcr havc
limitcd tlre wild flower display, tie tnp offered enough variety
to dchght lhe Foup. The calachortus, the endemic Mr- Diablo
Globc Lily, and the Mariposa ulips secmcd most en;oyablc.
Thirty-four spccics of birds and many buttcrflies enhanced hc
trip as wcll-

Gcn Sattler and M. J. Culvcr

July/August 1990

MT. DIABLO, May 10.

Twelvc membeIs and gucss gatlered on tlis ratler chilly and

cloudy day ready to make he asccnt up ML Diablo. As we got
out of our cars at Rock City, a Golden Eaglc glidcd silcntJy
ovcr, an omen of good things to come, we hoped. Wc could
not coax a Black-chinned Sparrow out of thc chapperal, so we
birdcd around the rees at Rck City and fmally locatcd a feeding
flock of mixed birds. Warblcrs, vireos, and tanagcrs sccmcd o
bc cvcrywherc. This onc flck produced about a dozcn spccies
including good looks at both Townscnd's and Hcrmit Warblers.
By lunch time we had 54 sp€cics and added four more after
lunch for our total of the day of 58. The Sage Sparrow that sat
15 fect from us, waiung !o go to ils nest, I suspcct, was a life
bird for some on the trip. and as good a view of this normally
shy bird as any of us had seen.

Jimm Edgar

2
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EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, May 19.

Ten observers spent a horribly windy day of impromptu yet
succcssful birding. Thc highlights included two Crccn-backcd
Hcrons, Allen's and Black+hrnned Hummingbirds, fourtecn
Burmwing Owls, Wcstem Kingbird, and a male lazuli Bunting
chasing a malc Blue Grosbeak. What we lacked in experiencc
was madc up for by cnthusiasm, as nearly all of us had life
birds' A lotal of 55 spcciqs wcre sccn' 

stevc Grover

CASWELL STATE PARK, May 23.
Unseasonal rdins cut shon our Eip, attended by cight intrcpid
mcmben. During the short clear pcriods, we saw or heard 42
speries, including a Spotted Sandpiper, a pair of Califomia
Thrashers in the opcn, a Ycllow Warblcr and a wonderful view
of a MacGillivray's Warbler.

Maury Stem

o

LAS TRAMPAS REGIONAL PARK, May 31.

, Seven membcrs slowly climbcd l}le broad trail on a cool, partly
i l.''!IEARLY moming. Duc to the varicd habrut (rrparian, grass-

land, and woodland), 48 species were sighted or hcard in four
hours, among ftem one brief look at the Crasshoppcr Sparrow.
Also of notc: a single live oa} in the picnic arca containing
FIVE Brown Crecpers.

Barbara Vaughn

CONSERVATION NOTES

lifl ;)'"',:,:il';'i'J$".',,T#3'if .l""'",i$,i',"ffi [:,:O
wanls to thank all of you for your support. His column will
rcturn ncxt fall wil.h an cye to the upcoming fall clcctions as
wcll as currcnl. conscrvation considcraLions.



OBSERVATIONS
By Jean Riclanond

Plcasc send 5g44gg obscrvations o
The Quail,P. O. Box 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

Please include ),our tcleohone number wilh vour obscrvations.

American White Pelican: up to 200 at many places around the
Bay Arca thru 6/14 (late). (FB, SE, DF, SF, Bo&BG, BR,
JR, Sr, MOb)
Osprey: I on 5ll7 at,.zfa ettf- Rcservoir. (DW)
Swainson's Hawk: on 523, 2 ar Caswell Memorial State Park
and 4 at Durham Fcrry Slate Rccreation fuea" (GF, MP, KID
Blue Grouse: 2 males, I calling, on 526 at Black Canyon of
the Gunnison, CO, observed from l0 fectaway. (G&W,
Wilson's Phalaropc: a pair on 619 at the Hayr*,ard Shoreline
freshwater ponds. (SF, JR, DF, SI)
Red Phalaropc: fcmalc on 5112 - 5ll3 al Triangle Marsh at
tlal,r,vard Rcgional Shorclinc. @R, JR)er -r)
Common Tcm: 1or2on62and6D at }layward Shorelinc.
(BR, JR, SF, DF, ST)
Black-chinned Hummingbird: on 523, a fcmale at Caswetl SP

and a malc at Duham Fcrry SRA (GF, MP, K}I); 2 males on
529 at Pipcr Slough levec, Bcthel Island (JR, FB),c1 .D
Rufous Humminqbird: malc on 525 in hcr Alamo gaden.
(rR)
Phainopcpla: malc on 525 ncar hcr Martinez home. (JC)

Nashvillc Warbler: male on 5/15 in Brioncs Rcgional Park.
(JR)

Amcrican RedsErt: first ycar male on 6/l I at Muddy Hollow
Trail at PL Reyes. (GF)
Ycllow-breaste4 $har singing male on 5p.9 at Piper Slough
levee (FB, JRf tinging malc along tagunitas Crcck at Pt.
Reyes Stauon (6firlsm* ng$6 r) t/t-tr.
Rosc-brcasted Grosbeak: singing malc from 612 thru 6lll
along t:gunitas Creek at Pt. Reyes Station. (6+*e€n
RBA) 6 tr
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH
By Jim Inmal

I would like to thank you, thc gencral mcmbership, for gtving
me the opporEnity to EgEg you as Presidcnl I consider this an

honor as my in@ress in life are reflccted by the Audubon Saie-
ty and birding.

I cmphasize the word serve, and invite each onc of you o call
me with any suggestions, thoughts, or problems that I might
help with or bring to the board's a(tcntion. This rnvitation in-
cludcs [rosc of you in thc sllent majority who do not attend
mcetings for onc rcason or another, but are jusl. as imporlanl 1o

our chapter. Though I wish you would arcnd and participatc, I
would still litc to hear from you.

3
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For a littlc insight... Thc Audubon Saicty was not founded by
John Jamcs Audubon, thc artist and naturalist, who died rn
1951. Rather it was founded by Georgc Grinncll, the cditor of
Forest and Stream, who wrote an editorial in his paper cxprcss-
ing alarm over 6e slaughter of birds for their featlcrs. He and
otJrcr concemed citizcns formcd the Audubon Society in 1886.

By 1905, thirty-f,rvc state organizations had formed l,o preservc
birds and stop the killing. Thesc groups joined together and
eventually bccame the National Audubon Society.

Today, thc NatioMl Audubon Sciety and the ML Diablo Audu-
bon Smiety are dcdicatcd to the protcction of wildlife and thc
preservadon of iB habitat.

t***r****f

******1***a

Observers: Florcnce Bcnnclt, JgqCUQaprilc, Shirlcy Ellis,
Diane Fairchild, Sharyn Femandle4@rle Finger, Bob and
Betty Gallaghcr, Xevirdflnlg, Marjorie Ilant, Bob Rich-
mond, Jean Richmond, Steve Tischler, Denisc'Wight, Gifford
and Winnic Young, Many Obscrvers.

This is gorng to bc an interesting and fun year. I hope you will
get involved in somc of our projecs and go on some of our
fleld trips. I look forward to secing each of you, so plese come
up and introduce yoursctf.

Original Skctches

by Carol Luu

This column concludes Je3n Rlchmond's term as Observations
Edilor. I want to tlank Jean for stepping in so capably when
Donna Peak-Klein resigncd e€rlier this spnng. Any summer
obscrvations should be senl lo lhe Qzail, as indicatcd above,
by August 9. A new Observations Editor wrll be announced in
tle Septcmbcr issue.

RBA = Northern Ca.lifomia Rare Bird Alen, 528-0288.
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NEW MEMBERS

It is wrth great pleasurc that we greet thcsc all new MDAS
mcmbcrs and hope o meet them smn: Tracey Adams, Kae
Agnew, Alcx Aho, Allouis Angley, Wayne Austin, Mrs. R.
Bcck, Scott Bullen, t.ori Cannatela, Arlhur Chan, Patricia
Clark, Ellcn Cox, Ellen Dadis, M. R. Dickcrson, Mrs. Edwin
Farcll, J. Foster, P. W. Galyen, John Gillctte, A. Gragg, Eric
Hcrshberger, Jane Hrdonka, Roben Justice, Jamcs Kaar, Kathy
W. KeUey, Ronald D. Lefler, Phil and Virginia Molen, Erin
Montalbo, Nathalic Oram, Jillene PcErs, MIs. llarvey Peter-

son, Jamcs and Melissa Rease, Jamcs Rhodes, Mrs. Joscph
Rilcy, l,arry Rychener, Marian Shinault, P. B. Speck, Mary
A. SEdum, Tcnancc Starr, Eugene Surber, David S. Tucker,
Mrs. Sidney Unruh, Ron Webb, J. Whircomb, and G. Zaine.

July/August 1990

THE LAST WORD

This complctcs my third year as editor of thc Quail. Aa rhis
timc, I want to l.hank thosc who contribute !o making this a

ncwslclter for all thc chapter. Fi$t, I want to thank Maury
Stcm, Al McNabncy, Elizabcth Dickey and Dianc Macario for
thcir monthly conributions, and I cspccially want to thank
our two Obscrvadons Editors, Donna Pcakc-Klcin and Jcan
Richmond for thcir work coordinating the bird reports. These
pcoplc arc thc backbonc of the Quail, and thc newsletle, would
not cxist without thcir finc cffors. Sccond, tlEnl you to all
the field trip lcadcrs for thcir repors, o thc Travcl Comcr con-
tribulors who havc sharcd $eir cxpcricnces, and to all thosc
who have sent me special itrms of intcresL You all have added

to lhe variety and divcrsity of thc Quail, Third, I want to
thank Carol Lutz for hcr original skctches, which have graced

thase pages for the last thrcc years. Firully, a sp€cial thank
you to Betty Gallagher and her crcw, for asscmbling and pos!-
ing thc finishcd Quail so cfficiently. As for thc future, I
would likc !o encourage all of you !o hink about ways you
can make a contribution to hc Cuir. This is your ncwslcttcr
and I would likc it to reflect as many opinions as possible .
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OThe Quail is publrshed monthly ercept for the combined JulylAugust issue. Audubon membership includts subscriptions to thc

Oua and Auilabon magazine. To join ($31lyear individual, $38 family: introduetory and seniot rates available), write d check to
National Audubon Society but send il, with leuer or subscription card, to thc Membership Chairperson, Diane Macario, 2425 Maplc
Ave., Concord, CA 94520. The Chryter bendits financially from membership applications it processes. Full Audubon membership is
encouroged, but subscription to the Quoil is availablc separate from ncnbership at filyear. Thc check should be rude to MDAS and
nailed to ,he MDAS Treaswer, Florence Benaett, P.O. Bot 31435, Walnut Creek, CA 94598. First class nuiling of the Quall to
member or nonmember b an additional $3lyear payable to MDAS & sent to the Treasurer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consult Diqne Macaio, (415) 674-0920.

Barbara Bwek, Editot, 157 Mt. Kennedy Dr., Msrrircz, CA 94553 (415)229-0394
Exchange bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audubon Society, P. O. Bot 53, Wdlnut Creek, CA 94596, please.

Mt. Diablo Audubon SGlel.y
P.O. Box 53

Walnut Creck, CA 94596
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o IUIIETIN OF THE MT. DIABTO AUDUBON SOCIETY

P. O. BOX 53

WATNUT CREEK, CATIFORNIA 91596
(/al5) AUD'UBON

Prcsrdcnt: Jim tomax, 825-1513
VP Conscrvation: Al McNabncy. 945-1785

Trcasurcr: Florcncc Bcnnctt, 689-3106

Sdcs M.nsgcr: Gifford Young, (7O'l) 7454134
Progrms: Meury Slcm, 284-5980

Frcld Trips: Elizabcth Dickcy, 254-0485

Mcmbcrrhip: Danc Mrcrrio, 674-0920

Publicity: Shirtcy Ellis, 939-9091
Hospitdity: Winiftcd Young, (7O1)7454124

Educrtion: Jan Coopcr, 372-8680

Serrctrry: ShcIce Douccttc, 682-6278
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September Program:

Spotted Owl!

o x,*"ff 3::f.j,#?,i'# #T:;f"ii;:: 
M'l Diabro

Dr. Steve Laymon will talk about the Spotted Owl.
This relatively tame small owl of deep canyons and
coniferous woods is currently the symbol of conflict
between environmentaliss and the logging interests,
especially in the area of the coastal old growth forests
of Northern Califomia, Oregon, and Washington.
Steve will discuss the basics of the life of the Spotted
Owl and the controversial aspects of the ecology of
rhis owl. He will make us all bener informed about
this current topic.

Steve Laymon is a well-known Northern California
bird expert, having taught many classes and led
many trips for organizations of this area. He did
graduate work studying the subspecies of the Spotted
Owl in the Sierra Nevada. He is also an expen on
the Yellow-billed Cuckoo and its riparian habitat and
has spent this summer studying this bird along the
Kern and Sacramento Rivers.

Birding information for September will be given by
Jim Lomax who will give a slide show and talk about
our chapter's participation in the recently completed
Peregrine Falcon Project (see "From The President's
Perch", page 7).

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr lane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Info
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, September
13, at7:30 p.m., at the home of Barbara Burek, 157
Mt. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, 229-0394. The board
meetings are open to all interested members.

Annual Budget - Page 3

Year Field Trip Schedule - Page 4a



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

GREETINGS! It's been a LONG, HOT, DRY, VERY
D-lJSf. summer. Environmental issues, garbage, the CCC
Gcneral Plan and wedands, all of which have had high degrce,s

o[ work, are close to the final decision stage. Garbage ssues
aro moving, but not yet seldcd. Our "tand Use Inil.iative...",
maJor water issues, and wetland protections are just a few of
thc envrronmenBl situadons on the front bumer. "We t}tc
pcople" will scttle some of the issues at the ballot box. Othcrs
won't bc seuled without dcdicated, determined effort by a.ll oi
us. So welcome, once again to thc world of Audubon and all
its many actiYrties.

OPEN SPACE INITIATIVE
Flrst, Ue many ygggg of hard work uying l'o dcvelop some
conc€nsus on what the new County Gcncral Plan should look
hke failcd. The work, meetings, discussions and ideas at the
Gcneral Plan Congrcss produced few or no acceptable resuls.
That failure gave impeus o filing of the "Land Use Initiative
For Thc Unrncorporacd Arca of Contra Costa County" (Opcn
Space Inrtiatrvc). A super clfort on thc part of many dcdicated
rndivrduals produced ovcr 33,000 signaures of rcgistcrcd CCC
votcB. The inil.iadve peUtions and signatures were turned rn
to the County Clerk for verification (we had rc have more tian
25,@0 valid signatures). The Clcrk determined thc initiative
fully complied witi the law. The Clerk reportcd the mat@r to
the Board o[ Supervisors, who had the final approval as to t}lc
issue berng placed on the November I990 baltot. Rumors,
lall talcs, and supposcd "inside" informatlon lcd to concerns
lhat thc Supcrvlsors might NOT approve placemenl of the
mattcr on tre November Ballot.

Tucsday, August.7, was D Day (maybe we should refer to hat
datc as B for Ballot Day). The Supcrviso$, also considcring a
proposcd ballot measure developed by McPeak and Torlakson,
had ordcred a financial impacS study to try 10 determine the
clfccts "our" initiative would have on lhe County, the people,
crc., should it bc approved by the voters. The study, complet-
cd at 7:30 a.m. on l'he 7th, was dehvered !o fte Board by one
of thc prcparing consulans. Farmcrs. developers, and other
individuats opposed to bo$ the proposed Counly Plan and our
initiative filled the room. Many an oratorical "gem" of a
spcech was made opposing "our" initiative. At times, oraory
overwhclmed the facs. At one pnint some proud mums pro-
duccd a gaggle of little girls carrylng signs urging defeat of
"our" initiativc as wcll as the Board's proposed Urban Limit
Line concept. Those prcsent who urged thc Board to approvc
placemcnt o['our" inil.iativc on the November ballot were not
about to win a popularity contest, no matter what prescntation
was made. Finally, about l:00 p.m. came the vote, 5 to 0,
approving placcment of "our" initiativc on lhe Ballor. As

ScpEmber 1990

matters now stand, boh'our" inidarive AND thc Supervisor's
Urban Llmit Line proposal will bc on the Novembcr ballot for
voter consideration. The result will be highly signihcant, for
the voters will decide what hc County will be likc for lhe next
15 !o 20 years.

GARBAGE: You thought it was all setded, NOT SO!!!!!
"Our" site, Keller, has bccn accorded a land usc approyal. It's
still not "IN"! The Marsh site is tied up in court as a result of
an action filed by Wast Managemcnt Inc. The initial hearing
rcsulted in fte judge ruling the initiative, which produced morc

rhan 214,00 signatures was NOT "entitled' to be placed on the
November ballol That decrsion rs on appcal. In the mcan-
timc, the Friends of Ma$h Canyon and Outragcd Voters both
circulated another petition, to FORCE placement of [rc usc of
Marsh as a garbage site on the November Ballot. These
groups on Augusl 9 l.umed m 45312 signau.ues. If tle newly
hled initiative qualifies, the prospects for creation of a dump ar

Marsh Canyon will bc in limbo until thc November clecrion.
It is widely predicted that when fte votrrs have THEIR chancc,
thc vote AGAINST the use of Marsh Canyon for a garbage

dump will win by a subsuntial margm.

BUDGET CUTS
In thc bat0e of the Califomra Budget, thc Depanmcnt of Frsh

and Gamc tmk a direct hit with a repofl.ed loss of about 200
jobs. The activities of the Depanmcnt in protccting bird and
wildlife will be seriously impaircd. This, at a time when our
Slatc's birdlifc and wildlifc arc being so seriously impaced by
dcvelopment projects. The downgrading of thc Depaflment
represents a serious, and adverse, srl.uation.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Intcmauonal Councrl for Bird Preservarion QCBP) asserts
morc tran 1,000 of thc world's 9,000 bird specics are NOW
thrcatened witl extinction. More than 350 of thc species in-
volvcd are in countries soulh of hc United States. ffiqo of thc
brrds we call our own arc just on summer vacation, up from
thc tropics, where ycar by ycar tieir forest habihs arc being
dcsroyed

ROSSMOOR TREES
hoposcd desEuction of an enLirc ecosysrcm in thc Rossmoor
area, by clcar-cutting about 10,0m Eees, has brought substan-
tial protest. A legal action has bcen filed against $c City
Council of Walnut Crcck for approving the proposcd develop-
mcnt. A new organization, thc Walnut Crcck Envimnmental
Council, is spearheading thc opposition cfforl TherE rs litdc
differencr bctwccn what is prcposcd fc hc Rossmmr tlees and
what wc in thc USA arc so srcnuously objecting to in South
America" wherc the rainforesls arc being clear-cut at a rapid
pacc. lf you want to help in this cffon, call John Guckcen,
Prasidcnt Pro Tempore, Walnut Crcck Environmcntal Council,
at 9y-097 5.
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT, FY 89.90

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD:

Operating Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

INCOME:

National Audubon Society dues share
Subscriptions to The Quail
Sales, Birding Northern Caltfornia (Io Consewation & Education Fund)
Other sales, net
Donations to MDAS
Bird-a-Thon Donations
Interest eamed (Home Federa.l) (Part to Conservation & Blucation Fund)

INCOME + BALANCE FORWARD:

Operating Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

DISBURSEMENTS:

Production and distribution of The Qrcil
Rent, Willow Creek Center hall
Administration
Equipment
Conservation
Membership
Program presentation
Education
Field trips
Hospitality
Publicity
Christmas Bird Count
Sales expenses, repinang Birding Northern Califurnia
Telephone (AUD-UBON)
Insurance
Bay Area Audubon Council

CAMPERSHIP (refund of prior year deposit):

CONTRIBUTIONS:

Lindsay Museum, Califomia Nature Conservancy, Richardson Bay Audubon Center,
Save Mt. Diablo, Mono Lake Legal Defense Fund, Audubon Canyon Ranch,
Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory, etc.

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS:

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD:

Operating Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

o

$2,719.00
10,344.00

$9,2s5.00
577.ffi

5,s00.00
403.00
130.00
862.00
690.00

$14,057.00
16,423.00

$6,960.00
158.00
340.00

1,138.00
r93.00
550.00
207.00

L@.N
23.00

273.N
3,26s.00

164.00
640.00
38.00

$<50.00>

$2,182.00

$16,24s.00

$ 3,098.00
11,137.00

o



1990-91 FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE

Septembcr 1990

Bodega Bay
Hayward Regional Shoreline
Tomales Bay State Park
Briones Reservoir
Garin Regional Park

Briones Park - Nonh
I:ke Lagunitas
Donner Canyon 5on"-..
Ida Clayton Road, Napa Co.
Del Puerto Canyon
Mines Road

Briones Park - West
East Mt. Dablo - Wildflowers
Mr Diablo
East Contra Costa County
Caswell State Park
las Trampas Regional Park

Outer Point Reyes
Annadel State Park
Yuba Pass - Sierra Valley
Bobelaine Refuge
Tilden Brealdast Walk

Yosemite
Picnic
San Marco Coast

4

Thank you to all those who helped Elizabeth Dickey plan this year's interestirg schedule of field trips. Also thank
you to ihose people who will be leaders. Changes may occasionally be made in the schedule, and_shifts.mly be
made between Wednesday and Thursday to take advantage of tides or other oppoftunities. Please check the Field
Trip schedules in The Qiait each month for updates or changes. Weekend trips may be done either day alone.

Sat.
Thur.
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.

Wed.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.
Thur.
Sat.

Wed.
Sat.
Thur.
Thur.
Wed.
Sat.

o

o

Sept. 8
20
22
27

Oct.

Dec. 1

6
8-9
15

Sat.
Thur
Sat.
Thur

Mar. 2
7

16
2't
30

May

San Mateo Coast
San Francisco Bay Refuge
Salinas River - Elkhom Slough
Point Diablo - Marin Headlands

6
10
20
25

Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.

Outer Point Reyes
Lincoln Park
Limantour
Mt. View Sanitary Plant

Alameda South Shore
Abbon's I-agoon
l-afavette Reservoir
Carl6ston Slough r/.. /r"' '
Altamont

Palo Alto Baylands
Niles Canyon
Sacramento Valley Refuges
CHRISTMAS COUNT

Putah Creek - Lake Solano
Lake Merritt
Los Gallinos Lat G"'//'"ot
Sunol Regional Park
Grizzly Island Wildlife Refuge

San Mateo Coast
Thomton - Stockton Ponds
Berkeley shoreline
Honey Lake (Sage Grouse)
Honey l-ake (alternate date)
Five Brooks - Bolinas lagoon

June I Sat.
6 Thur.

22-235-S
26 Wed.
30 Sun.

July 6-7 S-S
19 Fri.
27 Sat.

Nov. 1

3
t4
t7
28

Apr. 3
10
13
18
25
11

Thur.
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Wed.

Sat.
Thur.
S-S
S at.

1

4
9

16
22
25

Jan. 5
9

t7
19
23

Sat.
Wed.
Thur.
Sat.
Wed.

Feb. 2 Sat.
7 Thur.

13 Wed.
l6-t7 s-s
23-24 S-S
28 Thur. Aug. 10 Sat. Bodega Bay

o



to members and nonmembers alike. Caryoo
time is dcpartue timc. Carpool cxpense: 5 c€nts per mi
per rider is suggested; lolls and entry fccs arc shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binmulars, field guide and lunch.
Tnps go in light rain or drizzle; if in doubt, call le€der up to

nps arc open

tlme.hour b€forc

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field trip:
Category l: Easy, little or no walking, smmth paths

Category 2: Moderatc, I mile or morc, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult, cxtensive walking, rough tcrrain

Saturday, September 8, Sen Meteo Coast. Caryool 6:30
a.m. at EI Cerro Blvd., west of I-680. Mcct at 8:30 a.m. in
parking lot off SRI oppositc Pescadero Road. Cross the San

Mate4 Bridge, continue west on SR92 to tlalf Moon Bay, go
lelt on SRI for 15 miles to Pcscadero Rd., urn right into
parking lot- Can be cold and windy, sometimes hot.
Leader: Maury Stem,284-5980. Category 2

Thursday, Septcmber 20, San Frsncisco Bay Rcfugc.
Carpool 8:00 a.m. El Cerro Blvd., wcst of I-680. Mcct 9:00
a.m. at pa*ing lot at entrance to refuge. We will first bird on
ftc flats east of Thomton Ave.: lmk for peoplc with binocs on
the levec. Traffic is difficull As an alternatc route lo I-880
and SR84, oke I-680 south to Fremonq exit'Washington Ave.
and conLinue to cnd. Go right on Frcmont Blvd., and tum lcft
onto Sl.cvenson to I-880. Go north on frceway 1o Thomton
exit and to west (to left) on Thomon Rd. This will cventually
bring you to thc refuge cnfance.
Leader: Stcve Glover,829-7207. Category I

Saturday, Scptember 22, Sslinas Rivcr and Elkhorn
Slough. Carpool 6:00 a.m. El Ceno Blvd., wcst of I-680.
Mect 9:00 a.m. at Jetty Rd. off Highway I in Moss Landing.
Water and shore birds, possibly vagran6.
Leader: Elizabeth Dickey,2544486. Catcgory 3

Thursday, Seprcmber 27, Poinl Diablo (Hewk Hill). Car-
pool 8:00 am, Acalancs Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just north
of SR24. Meet at 9:15 a.m. in parking area at upper lagoon.
TaIe Oc San Ralael Bridge and US 101 soutl (o the SECOND
Sausalito exit. NOTICE!! THE TUNNEL INTO THE
HEADLANDS IS PERMANENTLY CLOSED. At the stop
sign, go left UP the hill. At rhe rntersection, go right down-
hill. At thc next stop sign, tum left and continuc on to thc
parking lot at he upper lagooon. If weathcr is clcar, wc
should sce migrating hawks and possibly swifs, and watcrfowl
and shorebirds around tle lagmns. If weather is suitable, wc
will carry lunch and stay on Hawk Mountain until mid-
afi.ernoon. Bring liquids; it. can bc hot. Call Elizabeth Dickey,
254-U86, for more information.

Category 2

Scptember 1990

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

OUTER PT. REYES, June 2.

On a warm, clear, calm day, 14 membcN spent thc moming at
Pt. Rcycs and thc aftcrnoon along Sky Trail off Limanour
Road. Thc only noteworthy bLd at thc point was a male Purple
Manin flying at the Fish Docks. Aftcr lunch, thc walk up Sky
Trail produced bcner birding including a brief lmk at a Pileatcd
Wmdpcckcr and a }lammond's Flycatcher among many land-
birds. A Wintcr Wren sang close ro the trail but rcfuscd to
show himsclf. A tDtal of 77 spccies was heard and,/or seen.

Jcan Richmond

ANNADEL, June 7.
The seven mcmbers and a gucst from Marin Audubon had a
very cnjoyablc morning fust at Annadel and thcn at nearby
Spring Lake Park. 40 spccies wcrc sightcd, including exccllcnt
vicws of the Yellow-brcasted ChaI. However, highlight of thc
day was seeing not one but a PAIR of Pileated Woodpeckcn
close !o hc trail. Mama and PaF Pileated seemcd oblivious ro
us while they foraged for insects on downed re€ Eunk.

Babara Vaughn

YUBA PASS, June 23-24.
Tvclve mcmbcrs cnjoyed a wcekcnd of pcrfcct wealher and good

birding. Sauuday highlights at the pass included Black-backed
and White-hcadcd Woodpeckers, Calliopc Hummingbinls, and
Williamson's Sapsuckcrs. Part of the group s,rw Bluc Grousc
whilc the rest perc scoping a distant Mounlaln Quail. Sunrlay
highlights down in Sicna Vallcy includcd Green-ailcd Towhce,
Brewer's Sparrow, Sage Thrasher, and Black Tem- Over thc
weekend, 96 specics werc scen and/or heard.

Baftara Bud(

BOBELAINE, June 27.
Thc trip to Bobelainc sanctuaD/ (the name comcs from puuing
ogether Bob and Elaine, the two first names of thc Crandell
family who donarcd thc propeny to Audubon) a[owcd most of
thc foute€n membcrs and gucsts who had never becn tiere a
tmk at a beautiful strerch of riparian wmdlands on the Feather
River. Though our early moming wa.lk did not find the much

sought after Yellow-billcd Cuckoo, wc did sce Swainson's
Hawk, Red-shouldcrcd Hawk, Wmd Duck, Wrnter Wren, and
many Wcstcm Kingbirds and Westcm Wood-pcwccs. Aftcr
Iunch wc dropped by the Wmdland sugar ponds where we saw
breeding plumage Eared Grebe, Ruddy Duck with young, and
Iots of White-faced Ibis. An American Avocet lurcd us down
l}le road doing its brokcn wing trick to get us away from its
nest. Pcrhaps lhe most unusual sighting of the 65 species we
saw that day was the fanily of Chukar at thc sugar ponds.
Thesc birds probably come originally from rcleased birds for
hunting.

Jimm Edgar
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6 Septcmbcr 1990

OBSERVATIONS
by Sltaryn Fernandez

Plcase send obscrvations to Sharyn Fernandez,
3l David Dnve, Concord, CA 94518, or call1984723.

Plcase include your rcleohone number wrth your observadons.

Rcd-necked Grcbc: I on 6/16 at Pt- Reycs. (SC, GF)
Clark's Grebe: lon719and7ll0at Heaficr Farns. (Ht{)
American White Pelican: 400-500 on 7124 at Charleston
Slough. (JR, FB, MJC)
Cattle Egret: 1 found on 7D0 and seen again on 7p5 on the
Alameda Creek Rcgional Trail. (SG)
Wood Duck: pai on 626 ar Sunol R. P. (SC); pair on 7/31
at Five Brooks (FB, JR, MJC).
Harleouin Duck: I malc on 7R I at Bolinas Lagoon. (FB, JR,
MJC)
Osprey: I on 7/15 at Point Stuan area of Angel lsland (MK);
I on 7/20 along Alameda Creek Reg. Trail (SG); 16 on 7/31 at
Bolinas l:goon (FB, JR, MJC); I on 8/3 at Maninez Marina
(DW); I on 8fl over the parking lot of 0rc Maninez cnlrance
to Briones (DW).
Pcregrinc Falcon: 2 on 7/11 at Sunol R. P. (SG)

Rcd-Eiled Hawk: 2 on 7/15 and 7/16 off Mount Livermore on
Angel Island. (MK)
Lesser Ycllowlegsi 2on7/24 at Mt. Vicw Forebay. (JR, FB,
MJC)
Baird's Sandpiocr: 1 "bcaudful" sandpiper on 7/31 at Bolinas
scwer ponds. (JR, FB, MJC)
Can),on Wren: I at Sunol R. P. on 626, 7114, and 7126.
(sG)
Townsend's Solrtarrc: I on 6/16 at PL Rcyes. (GF, SG)
Phainooepla: I on 7E at Pleasanon Ridge Reg. Park. (SG)
Cape May Warbler: I on 6/16 at h. Reyes. (SG)
Lawrence's Goldfinch: I on 6/15 at [.as Trampas Reg. Park
and I on 626 at Sunol R. P. (SG)

Observers: Florcnce Bcnnett, Mary Janc Culver, Georgc Fin-
gcr, Steve Glover, Hugh Harvey, Myles Kowalcyk, Jean Rich-
mond, and Denisc WighL

For informatron and updaEs on rarc birds in the Bay fuea and
northern California, call lhe Northem Califomia Rare Bird
4lgrt, (415) 528-0288.

FALL CLASS

Norah Barn's tall Field Class will takc placc on Tuesdays be-
lwcen October 16 and Novembcr 13, from 9:00 a.m. to l:00
p.m. Bcginning and intcrmcdiate birders are wclcomc. Plcasc
rcgister in prson or by mail on Septcmber 6 at thc Orinda
Community Centcr,26 Oflnda Way, Onnd4 CA 94563. Thc
cost is $46 for Orinda rcsidents, M8 for non-rcsidenls. For
more information, see thc O. C. C. fall brochure, or call the
O. C. C. at 254-2M5 or Norah at 254-4516.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Rcld trip leaders are wanled for birdwalks in t}re Martinez area,
such as Briones Park, Shoreline Park, and the ML View r aer
Trcatmcnt Planl Years ago John Davis, a member of MDAS,
under the promodon of fie John Muir National Historic Site,
inidarcd and rcn was the sole leadcr for these ficld trrps. It is
hoped now that others in MDAS will be willing to share lead-
ing. Birdwalks are usually held every other we€k, beginning at
9:00 a.m., with a duration of 2 to 3 hours. You do NOT havc
to bc an expert. birder, only a btder who is willing to share your
time, enthusiasm and knowledge with an attcntive group of per-

sons. If rnterested and willing to lead a goup, even if only on a
bi-monthly basis, please contact: Alan Janzen, JOHN MUIR
NATIONAL IIISTORIC SITE,4202 Alhambra Avc., Maninez,
cA %553, 228-8860.

Thc Bay Shorc Studies program, which conducts clementary
school held trips at Tiburon's Richardson Bay Audubon Center,
announces the opening of apphcations for iS fall guide training
class. Classes begrn Friday, September 14 (9:00 a-m. - 12:00
p.m.) and continue cvery Friday moming hrough January. Bay
Shorc Studies Cuides lcad small groups of school children,
grades 4 - 8, on field trips to examine lhe intenida-l zone of San
Francisco Bay. This is thc only program of its kind for this age
group in thc Bay Area. The guide uaining course is open !o
anyone who shares an inerest in and respcct for San Francisco's
Bay cnvironment. For more information, call Aleda Cames,
383-7124, or Meryl Sundove, 388-2524.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

Schml is approaching and it is dmc to Ilink of the Audubon
Advcntures progam. Audubon Adventures is a bi-monfily
newpaper for each student, plus a teacher's guide, for third
through srxth graders. last year we had 68 classcs sponsored.
The newspaper covcrs areas of cnvronmenlal education.

Won't you think about sponsoring a class? Help our young
people appreciate their world. The fec is $30.00 pcr class.
Makc checks payable to National Audubon Society and mail to
Jan Cmper, 1414 Date SL, Martinez, CA 94553.

SPONSOR: Name:
Address:
New 

- 

Renewal

SCHOOL NAME:
Grade 

-
Teacher's name:
School Address:

o

o

No. Students o
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH
by lim Lomax

And now I fledge. Welcome back. I'm lmking forward to the

new season and seeing all of you again. And you new mem-
bers, come to the meetings and say hello. We have a good

ume and we do our best to makc the mcetings interesting and

informing. You can also gel tnvolved in our programs and
projects. Just come ovcr and talk !o me and tcll mc what you
likc to do or would tike to do.

The Peregrine Project that wc were involved in earlier this year

was a complcte success. I don't know how it could havc been

done better. Four Peregrinc chicks wcre placed into fostcr !tai-
rie Falcon nests and alt four fledged. As of July, when last
scen, they were flyrng like they owned the sky. Several ofour
members panicipated in tiis project and deservc a special vote

of thanks for thcir time, effon, and devotion. Belicve me, this
was a labor of lovc and we can all fccl like proud parents. I am
going to do a shdc show covcring thc entire project at our frlIst

mceting during Birding Informadon and &is will show how
the project dcveloped and was completed. We pantcipated in
this project with the Lindsay Museum, the Califomia Hawking
Club, East Bay Parks, Mt. Diablo State Park, and Savc Mt.
Diablo. Also I would tike to givc special thanks to fellow
mcmber Everc[ Udderback who gave up all his we€kends dur-
ing May and Juno to camp at fic Knobcone sitc kecping an cye
on lwo of our chicks, making surc no harm came to them. He
volunrc€red his time and effon. Thank you, Everel.L

The annual hawk migration saned in mid-Augusl Now is thc

time Lo visit $e Marin Headlands and thc Golden Garc Raplor
Observatory. If you are unsurc of which hawk is which,
spending a [ew days with Allen Fish and t-he GGRO witl Each
you hawk r.d. I will be up thcre at least two days a week
t}rough mid-Dccember, and invite all of you up. Week days

are best since most people come on tlle weckends. Thls
month's specialty is Broad-wingcd tlawk. Bring the handout

from last February's Bird Information and you will le3m
hawks, falcons, and accipiters quickly. If you need another
handoul I havc more.

See you Septcmber 6.

BAY AREA SONG SPARROWS
by Sharyn Fernandez

Melospiza mclodia: mclo = song, spiz = hnch: melodia = sing-
ing. Thc four main subspccies of Song Sparrows in the Bay
Area can be rccognized by thcir coloration and hality. The four

typcs are (1) tlre Alameda (M. m. pusillula), (2) thc Suisun Bay
(M. m. maxillaris), (3) thc San Pablo Bay (M. m. samuelis),
and (4) thc Marin Song Sparrows (M. m. gouldii).

Momholog],: Coloration is the most casily distinguished hcld
mark separating the subspecies. In general, the Alamcda typc is
gray o yellow-gray on its back with yellowish underparts; thc

Suisun Bay type shows a dark red-brown cast betwccn thc black
steats on the back; ftc san Pablo Bay type cxhibis a blackish-
olive brown back. The Marin Song Sparrow's mloration is said

to rangc from rcd-brown for individuals nonh of thc bay, to
brown with gray edges in individuals along thc Pcninsula, and

'plain" brown in East Bay birds. In addition, the Marin Song

Sparrow has a slightly largcr body sue (+79o) $an its salt
marsh relativcs.

HabitaL The first tfucc, (Alameda, Suisun Bay, and San Pablo
Bay) are found at salt marsh edges, while tic fourti, thc Marin
ty'pc, is found along frcsh-watcr habitats. Thc Alameda t}?c is

found wherc the salinity of thc bay's waters is at thc highesl
concentration, in lhe South Bay (ftom Alameda and comparablc
regions on thc opposirc shore, to the south). Thc Suisun and
San Pablo Bay Song Sparrows cxist wherc the salinity is not
quirc as high as their South Bay counterpafl, in and around the

marsh areas as denorcd by thcir common names (i. c., Grizzly
Island and Napa Slough, rcspectivcly). Thc fourth type, and thc

most wide-spread of the subspecies, rhe Marin Song Sparrow, is
found primarily in fresh water tributaries that suround the bay.

Biogeograohy: It is thought that disprcrsal of oesc subspecics

ls not dirccdy affccted by thell oleranc€ of brackish waler, but
by 6e insect larar and panicular types of plants prescnt, c. g.,

camils in brackish water vs. tules in fresh water. One reason it
is thoughl Oat thc subspccies stay in their own arcas from year

to year is bccause of a sufficient supply of food.

Othcr subsoecics: M. m. morphna, a wintcr migmnt from
cosral Washington and Orcgon, is said o bc sccn in thc Suisun

marsh arca. It is rufous on the back, with brown, rather than
black, sueaking. Scveral othcr Song Sparrow subspecies are to
be found throughout Califomia. A good rcfercncc is Thc Distri-
bution of the Birds of Calilornia by l. Grinnell and A. Miller.

I happened to bc at Hayward Rcgional Shorclinc aftcr havrng
read dris information for panicipation in the Napa-Solano Brccd-
ing Bird Count, and found that in good lighdng I could detect
the yellowish wash on the Alameda Song Sparrow (not o bc
confuscd with thc yellow brow on the Savannah Sparrow also
found there). If you are out at thc bayshorc and see a Song
Sparrow, it might be worth noring your lmality and he Song
Spanow's coloration lo see if it matches these dcscriptions.
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NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome lhese ncw MDAS mcmbers and

hope to meet them at our activiLrcs: Edith fugento, thc Arter-
bcny family, Joselito Asuncion, Russell Barnes, Mrs. K. H'
Brck, Bette Boman, Timothy and Donna Bonncl, C. L. Boyle,
A. N. Bremner, Leah Brunstein, Gus Buma, Charles Carlson,
Emrc Carroll, Robc( Cartcr, Sarah Chastain, vcma Christian,
Scan Colher, Etizabeth Corby, Howard Corley, Julie Cum-

mings, Valentin Dahlin, Marlea Draney, Daniel Dnscoll, Lisa
Dunkcl, Wilma Echols, Mary Jane Erb, hra Finncgan, R. L.
Ford, Jaque Forrest, Jcwel Fostcr, Flonta Frost, Ann Gannon,

Mrs. Burma Grandt, Larry Harmon, William Hatllcld, Wamer
Isaac, Scott Jacqucs, Mary Lou Kauttheil, J. Kin8, Leonard

Kolowski, Douglas and Sandra Landin, Julic Lazarrc, Mary
Bcth Lilly, Maryann McGlibery, Dr. and Mrs. Alvrn Medvin,
Dcc Meyers, Mil&ed G. Mico, Mr. and Mrs. J. Mitchell,
Bruce and Judith Moorad, Jeffrcy Morgcnsen, Gretchcn Mur-
phy, Marjorie Overland, Ron and Katly Pcrisho, Gait Pcto,

Mr. and Mrs. Wrlliam Pierson, George Platt, C. D. Prescott,

September 1990

L. B. Pruner, Martha Red, N. Rilcy, Richard Rockwell, Mabcl

Ruble, Louis Sarrica, Pat Shelbn, Iffry Sligar, Joyce and

Doug Snyder, Blair Sparks, Jr., A. Stoia, Royce Summers,

Mike Szymanski, S. Tancredy, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tassell,

Lyne[e Toney, Doris West, Mlke West, Halbcn white, Janc

Witson, Sally Winnington, Jerry Wood, J. V. Wyland, and

Donald Yodcr.

Field Trip Reports, conlinrcdfrom page 5

SAN MATEO COAST, July 28.

A bright, ovcrcasl, warm and windless day yielded a nice mix

of sea, shore and land birds for a otal of 75 spccles. Thc two
raritics, thc Grasshopper Sparrow and lhc Eastcm Kmgbird,
eluded us, bul !o ba.lance that disappointment werc vicwings of
many shorebirG still wearing brceding plumage as well as

blue-billed russet-backed Ruddy Ducks on the pond at Aflo
NueYo.

Barbara Vzughn
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October Program:
Birds of the Marianas Islands

o
At our October 4 meeting, Jim Lomax, the current
president of MDAS, will show slides and talk about
his trip to the Marianas Islands last April. Located in
the western Pacifrc about 1,500 miles due east of the
Philippines, the Marianas Islands consist of Guam,
Saipan, Tinian, and Rota. They were formerly called
the Ladrone Islands. Jim spent six years growing up
there and has seen many ecologic changes over the
last 30 years. (See "From the President's Perch,"
Page 5.)

Those of you who have seen Jim's slides will know
we are in for a treat. He has photographed all the
land birds and some of the migratory and sea birds
on the four islands. Among the birds to be seen are
Creat Frigatebird, Pacific Reef Heron, Golden
White-eye, Tinian Monarch, Marianas Fruit Dove,
Nightingale Reed Warbler, Collared Kingfisher,
Guam Rail, Rufous Fantail, and breeding-plumaged
Mongolian Plover. Unless you intend to go to the
Marianas, you will see birds that you will not other-
wise see. Jim will also show pictures ofGuam taken
by his father in the 1950's and pictures of the same
locations taken last April. Join us for this interesting
and entenaining programl

Birding inlormation for October will be presented by
Ceorge Finger. He will share with us reliable places
to find uncommon birds around the bay area, and
how to keep a year bird list.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on the fint Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr lane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, October
1 1, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Al McNabney, 1161
Leisure Lane, #7, Walnut Creek, 945-1785. The
board meetings are open to all interested membes.

Keith Hansen, bird artist and illustrator, wi'Il talk
about wildlife artists who have influenced his an at
our November meeting.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES
NEEDS
YOU!

Page 4
o



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

CALL IN T}IE TEXAS RANGERS:
WILL WE HAVE T}IE RULE OF LAW, OR
LIKE THE EARLY DAYS, FORGET THE LAW
AND GO WITH THE BIG GI.'N MONEY!

Bethel Island rs known to most Auduboncrs as an imponant
part o[ the Dclta. The high quality, (lllabte land is gcncrally
about l8 feet below the water level of t]rc RiverTEstuary. In
ycius past, (non-drought) when lols of water ran through thc
waterways, the water lcvel was generally even farther above tle
island level than ftat. The levees protecting Bethel Island are

old, in poor repair and have given way, during tlmd times,
causing substzntial damage. Despitc all thesc problems, a

Spccihc Plan for developmcnt of Bethcl Island was submiued
to thc CCC Board of Supervisors. On July 10, the Supervisors

approved the proposed Plan, with subslantial modifications.
The County has not YET completed a new general plan so that
the proposed Spccillc Plan does not, rn thc opinion of most
cxpens, conform wrth the law. The Plan proposes intcnslve
rcsidential and commercral developmcnt in the Bethel Island
planning area. One project calls for 3000 waterfront (marina

rype) dwellings. It appears the County again failed to updarc

the Gencral Plan before atrcmptins to approve a far-reachtng
Specific Plan such as has been proposed.

In vicw of the fact the area is in the 120-year flood zonc and
has been designatcd under thc Califomia Environmental Qua.lt-
ty Act as a critical environmcntally sensitrvc area, MDAS, the
Sierra Club, and Grecnbelt Alliance believed an important
principle was involved. After givrng due and careful considera-

tion l.o all the factors, including [re obvrous impact on tie
County resources, 0re three organizadons filed sutt on August
14 in Superior Courl Thc suit urges fiat the proposcd Bcthel
Island PIan bc rcjccted. If the Coun agrees, the proposed Plan

would be on hold, at lcast until such timc as tlc General Plan

has bcen completed. Thc issues are simllar, if not identical to
those at Oaltey. The three organizations were forced to take
legal action on two occasions in the past two years so the
planning praesses required by law would be complied with.

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE,,
BUT IS IT FIT TO DRINK,

ar IS EPA DOING ITS JOB?
Major water issucs are involved in hearings de€ling with future
allocations of wa@r for the San Francisco Bay, the Delta, and
cnvirons. Thc Shte Watcr Resources Control Board is holding
hcarings at kcy tocations around lc State. Public testimony
has been given as to wHY no more watcr should bc divened
from Bay/Delta areas to 0re San Joaquin ValleyTlos Angelcs
arcas. Thcrc is substantial belief he Environmenml hotccdon
Agcncy is NOT carryrng out is mandatc. That mcans prorcc-
uons for the Bay/Dclu, as now being considcred, are probably

October t 990

inadcquate. MDAS and 14 other organlzaltons, through $e
Srena CIub Legal Defensc Fund, have agrcad to servc a sixty
day noticc on the EPA of intont to suc $e EPA Administrator
for fallure to promulgatc water quality standards to Protect thc

beneficial uses of the San Francisco Bay/ Delta.

EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT NEWS
Kay PeteIson, long time mcmber of the EBRPD Boad, tcUs

us land acquistion for parks is progressing according to thc

General Plan. Monies from the AA bond issuc, passcd by tle
voters ln 1988 is being uscd lo good purpose. Percrson slates

"Public partrcipation is increastng ln all aspccts of rhe parks

and u-arls." More public panicipation is good, unless thc users

arc not "caring." Thosc who btrd havc particular conccms
about habiut, its usc and/or abuse. lf you have a problem

about such, give Kay Pcl.crson a caU at 531-93m. July 17,

the Park District Board votcd to spend $l,326250 o purchase

an undividcd l1116 intere$ in a 265-acre parcel at tre nonlcm
boundary of the Black Diamond Mines Regional Preservc ln
Andoch.

ROSSMOOR TREES
The long simmering issue involving a proposed development
in Ure Rossmoor arca which would destroy some 10,000 oak

and other uecs is moving. A court acLion lilcd by the Siena
Club brought dre proposed proje{l to a halq pcnding a coun
hearing and decrsron. Thc Walnut Creck Environmenlal Coun-

cil, a ncw organizadon, is supponing the effort and solicis
hclp. MDAS is an active proponant of WCEC.

THE OPEN SPACE INITIATIVE MEASURE "E'
HOORAY! Despitc scrious cfforts by the Building Industry
Council to kecp the initiativc (official title, "tand Usc lntua-
tive for the Unincorporated Area of Conlra Costa County")
MEASU off the ballot, the initiative WILL bc ON
thc ballot in November. MDAS, he Siera Club, and Green-

belt Alliance sponsored the initiativc after cfforts 10 concludc a

ncw County General Plan failed.

Lc€ Stetson, famcd for his portrayals of John Muir, witl do
four live one-man shows Lo raise funds and bring he issue to
the atlention of fie vocrs:

Tuesday, October 16, 'Stickccn'at Stanley JHS, tafayette
Wednesday, Oclobcr 17, "Evening with Muir" at thc

Presbyarian Gracc Church, Walnut Crcck
Thursday, Ocober 18, "Stickeen" at Luthcran Faith Church,

Plcasant Hill
Friday, October '19, "Evening with Muir" at Monte Vish

HS, Danville

lLDy-l\llCE rescrvadons a musL Donauon $22.00

Call Cathy Ciarlo at (415) 6536127 or Mark Evanoffat (415)

5434292. Funds arc needed to assist in telling our sl.ory. The
donations (checks) should be made payable to: Vision for a
Bctrcr Contra Costa. Scnd check to P. O. Box 53, Walnut
Creek, CA 94596.
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FIELD TRIPS

flps i c open to mcmbers and nonmcmbcrs alike. Carpoo
timc rs dcparture time. Carpool expcnsc: 5 cents pcr mtle
pcr rider is suggested; tolls and entry fees are shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, fietd guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzle; if in doubt, call leader uP to

hour bcfore time.

Difficultyol field tril:
Catcgory l: Easy, [i[dc or no walkrng, smooth paths

Carcgory 2: Moderal.e, I mile or more, possibly rough
Caegory 3: Difficult extensive walking, rough Errain

Saturday, October 6, Outer Point Rcyes. Carpool 6:30
a.m., Acalancs Avc., off Pleasant Hilt Rd.,.;ust north of
SR24. Meet at Drake's Bcach at 8:30 a.m. Cross San Rafacl
Bridge. From US 101, takc San Rafacl exit, go 2 blocks, tum
lcft onto 3rd St. ln San Anselmo, tum nght onto Sir Francis
Drake BIvd. At SRl, txm right 0.25 mile, thcn left onto Bear
Vallcy Rd. for about 3 mites, then onto Sir Francis Drate
again. Contrnue 14 miles !o Drake's Beach Rd. on lefl Call
Elizabcth Dickey, 2544486, for more Information.

Ca@gory 2

Wednesday, October 10, Lincoln Park. Carpool 7:45 a.m.

at Acalancs Ave., off Plcasant Hill Rd. just nonh of SR24.

Mcet at 9:00 a.m. along El Camino Dct Mar, just beyond the

Lcgion of Honor. From Kennedy Dr. in Goldcn Gate Park, go

north on 30*r Ave. to Clement St., lefl to 34th Ave., and

right on Legion of Honor Dr. Fall migrants and vagranls.

Lcadcr: Barbara Vaughn,376-8732 Category 2

Saturday, October 20, Limantour. Carpml 7:00 a.m. at Ac-
alancs Avcnuc, off Pleasant Hill Rd. just north of SR24. Mect
at 8:30 a.m. at headquarErs of Pt. Reyes National Seashore.

Cross the San Ralael Brldge. From US l0l, takc San Rafael
cxlt, go 2 blocks, l.um left onto 3rd SL In San Anselmo, tum
nght onto Srr Francrs Dralc Blvd. At SRl, turn right 0.25
mllc, lcft onto Bear Valley and left again into Vrsttor's Ccn@r.

Shorc buds, scabirds, and waterfowl, as well as land brds on
the ridge. Trails may be muddy. For more informadon, call
Elizabcth Dickey. 254-0486.

Category 2

Thursday, Ocnber 25, Mt. View Sanitary Plant. Mect at
9:00 a.m. at fte parking lot at the plant. Take the Pachero
Blvd. exit from I-680, turn right onto Arthur and go under the
freeway. Anhur lums left, then righq at the second tum, tum
sharp lclt ono a non-county mainuined road. Follow the road

rnto thc sanitary plant. This is a good placc for closc looks at
ducks and o(hcr water birds; we have often had bittern and

Grccn-backed Hemns. Trals may be muddy.

Lcadcr: Shirley Ellis,939-9091 Catcgory I
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FTELD TRIP REPORTS

BODEGA BAY, August I l.
Frfteen membcrs and guesls enloyed a birding day in plesant
weather. 56 spccies werc seen and/or heard. Vrrginia Ratls

were seen at thc Rait Pond, and Common Murres, Pigeon

Guitlemots, and Marblcd Murrelels were spottcd off the cliff
overlmking lhe occan. A varied group ot Black+rowned Night-

herons is hving a[ the Hole in the Head. It was a.lso fun to
have enthusiastic beginners included in the group!

Shirley Ellis and Barbara Vaughn

Original
sketch
by
Carol Lutz

FIELD TRIP CLASSIFICATIONS
by Elizabeth Dickey

The foltowing cxplanations are offcred in an attempt to help

clarify the catagories for our field trips:

Catagory l: Very easy trips. Many are car birding where the

mosl strenuous exercisc is getting in and out of cars. Othcrs
arc short walks on surfaced paths. Excepttons arc Palo Aho
Baylands and Mt- View Sanitary where mils are unsurfaced and

of@n muddy.

C:la.Eory 2: Longer walks, on lrails raficr than surfaced paths.

Certain trails may be very primitivc, but thc trips arc organizcd
so that an rndivrdual could wait at he rall hcad whilc othcrs do

this portion of fie tfip. Outer ft. Reyes is such a trip - New
Willows is a short but very difficult walk, but thosc not going

can bird near t-trc parking lot

Caregory 3: lrnger walking, difficult trails. Round uip walks
with the only choicc to continue on or to go back to the trail
head alone. Donner Canyon is our most drfficult hlke.

lf anyone has specific qucstions, call the tnp leader or Ehzabcth
Dickcy at 254{486.
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sharyn Fernandez

Please send observations o Sharyn Fernandez,
3l David Drivc, Concord, CA 94518, or call7984723.

Please include your telenhone number wrth your observatrons.

American White Pelican: many on 8/8 at Bodcga Bay
(W&GY): 12 on 8/31 in a 'V" formation over lafayeue (KB).
Tulted Duck: I male found 7/4 still there on 825 (JR, MJC,
FB) and on 8126 (CW, SF) at tlayward Regional Shorclinc.
Common Merganser: l0 on 9p at l-akc Solano. (W&GY)
fg6: I on 8/15 at Pine Canyon Pond, Mt. Diablo (KtI); I on
9/6 at Cypress Grovc Preserve Marsh (H&NB).
Lesser Yellowlegs: 4 on 8D0 (GF, MP), 5 on 828 (JR, MJC,
FB, MOb) and I on 92 (MW), all at Bohnas scwage ponds.
Solitar], Sandpiper: I on 827 at Salinas sewage ponds. (GF,
MP)
Wandering Tattler: 2 on 914 at }larbor Bay Pkwy. pond, Bay
Farm Island in Alameda. (FB)
Scmipalmatcd Sandniper; I on 828 at Spalctta Ranch ponds,
R. Reyes (JR, MJC, FB, MOb)i I on gn at Bolinas sewage
ponds (MW).
Baird's Sandpiper: 1 on 820 at Bolinas sewage ponds (GF,
MP): 1 on 820 ar Abbou's tagmn (GF, MP)i 2 on 8127 at
the Moon Glow Dairy (GF, MP); 6 on 828 at Marin Head-
lands lagoon (H&NB): 1 on 828 at Drake's Bcach, Pt. Reyes
(JR, MJC, FB, MOb).
Pectoral Sandpipr: I on 825 at Abbott's l.agmn (MW): I on
825 at Moon Glow Dairy (GF, MP): 1 on 92 a[ Spaleua
Ranch ponds (MW); I on 9/4 at Salinas sewage ponds (GF,
KFDi 2 on 9/l I at Spaleua Ranch (FB, JR, MJC, BG).
Buff-breasted Sandoroer: 3 on 825 (BR, JR, GF, EH) and 2
on 8/26 (CW, SF) at t{ayward RS : I on 8127 (GF, MP) and I
on 92 (Bo&BG) at Moon GIow Dairy ; 2 on 9n at Spalet,a
Ranch Ponds (MW).
Rcd-ncckcd Phalarope: 1 on 8124 a[ Pine Ca]ryon pond (GD;
several on 828 at Marin HeadJands lagmn (H&NB).
Parasitrc Jaeger: I dark juvenile ongl4 al Alameda South
Shorc. (FB, MOb)
Sabrnc Gull: several on 9/2 on Montcrey pclagtc trip.
(Bo&BG)
Elceant Tcrn: 2 on 8f28 a[ Drake's Bcach and 30 on 9/11 at
Drake's Bay. (FB, JR, MJC, BG)
Common Tcm: I on 98 at Alameda South Shore. (GB
Least Tem: 3 on 823 at Lake Merritl (BB)
Black Tern: 1 on 8/15 (BR, CW) and 1 on 8/21 in wintcr
plumagc (JR, MJC, FB, GD, all ar Hayward RS.
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Common Poorwill: I on 8/26 at twilight at Pinc Canyon
pond. (KlI)
Pileated Woodp€ckcn I on 9/9 ar Borhe-Napa Srare Park. (JC)

Wrllow Flycatchcr: I on 822 at Pine Canyon pond. (KtI)
Purplc Maflin: 6 on 820 at Five Brooks. (GF, MP)
Red-breastcd Nuthatch: 1 on 8/15 at Pinc Canyon pond. (KtI)
Red-cyed Yirco: I on 9/l I at New Willows, h. Reycs. (JR,

BG, MJC, FB)
Chc,stnut-sidcd Warblen 1 on 9/11 at New Willows. (FB)
Black-throated Gray Warbler: 3 on 9/5 at ML Diablo SP.
(cw,BG,FB)
Hcrmit Warblcr: I on 9/5 at ML Diablo SP. (FB, CVV, BG)
Sase Spanow: 1 on 9/5 at Mt. Diablo SP. (FB, BC, CVY)

Gray Whalcs: 2 on 8E for over an hour at Marin Headlands.
quil.e closc in, breaching close cnough so that barnacles could bc
secn on lhcm. (W&GY)

Observe$: Hugh and Norah Bain, Kristen Baker, Florencc Bcn-
netr, BuIt Br%m, Jan Cooper, Mary Janc Culver, Shirley Ellis,
Sharyn Femandez, Gcorge Finger, Bob and Bcuy Gallagher, Ed
Hase, Scott Hcin, Kcvin Hintsa, Marjoric Plante, Bob Rich-
mond, Jean Richmond, Camle Yandc Vorrde, Mike Williams,
and Gifford and Winnie Young. Ca^ a o ) { (

For information and updates on rarc birds in the Bay 6rcs gn6

northem Califomia, call the Northcm California Rarc Bird
Alcrt, (415) 528{288.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

The school year has shfled, but it's not too htc to support
thc Audubon Adventures program. The Audubon Adventurcs is
a bi-monthly ncwpaper for each student, plus a teachcr's guidc,
for thtd through sixti graders, covering are3s of cnvironmental
education. L-ast year we had 68 classcs sponsored; this year we
havc very few classcs signed up. Don't let ftis importanr pan
of the education of the fuurc protcctoni of our world and its
wildlifc lapsc! Send a check today! The fee is 530.00 pcr class.
Make checks payable o National Audubon Socicty and mail to
Jan Cooper, 1414 Date St., Maninez, CA 94553.

Renewal

Grade 

-
Teacher's name:
School Address:

4

Thick-bil lcd Munc: I on 826 in the ocean ott Canncry Row SPONSOR: Name:
in Montcrcy. (K tI)
Ancicnt Munclcl: 1 on 8p5 in the ocean off Abbott's L:gmn.
(M\v)
Barn Owl: I on 9, in a classroom at Martincz Jr. High with
a window lclt opcn ar nighL (SE)
Wcstern Scrccch-Owl: 1 on 912 in a bird house on l.-a Vrsta
Way, Walnut Crcck. (SE)

Address:
New

SCHOOL NAME:

o

o

No. Students O
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" Extinction on Guam,
by tim Lomax

I first saw re Marianas Islands in February of 1955, when I
was taken to Guam on an old steamshrp at age ten. As Guam

appcared otf the horizon on trrat early February morning, I
could sec a low lush gre€n island and from that distance no
burldrngs. I thought for surc it was likc Roger and Hammcr-
stern's "South Pacific" and as close to Bali Ha'i as one could
get. Upon closer approach, I saw white strips of bcaches and
dense forests of coconut trees, smelled the humid vcgetation,
and heard fie poundrng of the surf of the reefs. Hcre I grcw up

m the yean 1955 to 1961. Guam was a primiLive, slow-paccd,
ropical island where onc had !o have a Navy security clearance

lust to be tiere.

I have been back several times since then and in April of this
ycar I went out to Guam, Salpan, Tinian, and Rota to pholo-
graph the birds I knew as a kid. Only there wcren't any. I
mean none. I say this for impact, for at this time, only Guam

has no nadve birds. But...thc cxtinction clock is ticking. I
wcnt into re jungle on Guam in places where 35 ye$s ago I
would hear many birds and a simple "kissing" sound would
bring lots of responsc from birds like Bridled White-cycs and
Rufous Fantails. Now, standing therc, I could only hear thc
wind in fire uees. Then, in thc gardens of our yard, bright rcd
Micronesian Honeyeaters would hang onto the stems of the hi-
biscus flowers and go for he nectar. Now,just be€s. Also, it
is esdmated that ficrc werc approximatedly 70,000 Guam
Rails then. Now, only 161 exist in fie the world, all in cap
tivity, and only 6Gr on Guam.

The reasons for thesc mass extinctions are the introduction of
the Philippine Tree Snalc, huge island-wide developments
whrch are destroying vast areas of nauve habitat, and a totally
unresponsive and uncaring population. To be honcst, some
people there care. There is a lazl Audubon chaptcr, tle Maria-
nas Audubon Society. They arc lighting a rear guard action
againsr great odds and deservc our prayers. I believc it's only a
ma[cr of ume before these snakes get 1.o the other islands, and
on Sarpan, dcvelopmcnt is moving at a very fast pacc, whilc
it's just beglnning on Tinian and Roe.

Thcre are some brds on Guam. There are migraory shore
birds and some inuoduccd species. But brown Eurasian Spr-
rows alone arc a poor replacement for the extinct native birds.
And they arc cxtinct. Saipan, Tinian, and Rota do havc Bndled
whire-eyes, Rufous Fantails, and other birds similar to the
Guarn species, but fiese are sub-specres of the Guam varictics.
Guam was an isolated island in fte Pacific Ocean wi r rs own
ccology untrl man arrived. It doesn't lalc much reasoning to
scc a parallcl witl Eanh.

Herons of San Francisco Bay need donations to help puchase

and permurcntly protect thcir major San Francisco Bay nesting

colony off the bayfront of San Rafael. Approximately 1800

hcrons nest annually on hc firee-acre Wcst Marin Island. Wqst

Marin Island, the tcn-acre East Marin Island, and 325 acrcs of
adjaccnt tidelands wi.ll be acquired and managed as habitat by tltc

U. S. Fish and Wildlifc Scrvicc, if sufficient private tunds ($1.9

million are ncrded) arc raiscd. Matching public funds from tlc
Marin County Open Space Disrict, the Statc Lands Commis-
sion, and thc fcdcral govcmment arc aLcady committcd. Marin
Audubon has committed !o raising Slm,ooo to help with $e
purchasc. Please send your donadon to fie Marin Audubon So-

ciety at Box 599, Mill Valley, CA 94942. Make check out io
MAS and mark MARIN ISLANDS on the cnvclope. Thank
you for your generosity. AII donations arB tax dcductiblc.

NORTHERN BAY COUNTIES
HERON AND EGRET PROJECT

The bre€ding colony of egrets and Grcat Blue Hcrons at Audu-

bon Canyon Ranch in Marin Counry has bccn studicd in depth

sincc 1968. In March 1990, mlonies in Napa, Sonoma, Marin,
and Solano Countics were included in thc study. Thc goal is to
assess and monitor hcron and cgret colonies throughout thc San

Francisco Bay arca. Audubon Canyon Ranch biologist John

Kclly would lite to lmow of any egrct or Great Blue Heron
ncsting colonies in Conra Costa County. If you lnow of such

a colony, plcase call or writc Norah Bain, 32 Via FaraUon,

Orinda, CA 94563, (415) 2544516, or John Kclly at Cyprcss

Grovc Prescrvc, (415) 663-8203. Yoluntccr ficld obscrvers arc

now being recruited. Plcase let us know if you are intcrestcd in
panicipating.

SCOPE AND BINOCULAR SHOW

Thc San Francisco Bay Bird Obsewarory and thc Goldcn Gale

Raptor Observatory announce their Sccond Annual Scopc and
Binaular Show to bc held on Sunday, Oclobcr 14, 1990, at Ft
Mason in San Francisco. It will bc opcn from 10:00 a.m. o
4:00 p.m. and will fcaruc all the major manufacturcrs as well
as ongoing lccures and workshops on gull, shorebird, and hawk
identification and thc care, feeding, and selection of optical
equipment. The show is open !o the public, with an cntrance
fce of $3.00 There will also bc a drawing with door prizes for
which you need not bc prcsent to win. For morc details, plcase

call SFBBO at (408) %6{548 or GGRO at (415) 331-0730.a
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NEW MEMBERS MDAS SALES

We warmly greet t}lesc new MDAS members wc hopc rc mecr
in person at me€tings and kips: William H. Albee, Robcrt
Alward, Bryan M. Andersen, Bruce Babcck, Elwbeth Bishop,
J. W. Boycc, Janell Caruso, Mrs. L. B. Cunis, P. W. Davi,
Robannie Davis, Siubhan Dcwar, J. Dick, Mrchacl Eppcrsor,
Alexia Exarchos, Frank R. Frisch, Ann Gittclson, Barbara
Graham, John S. Gregg, Helen E. llampton, Brucc Hokanson,
D. Humphrcy, David Jesus, Beth Johnke, Pamela A. Keiser,
Nancy Kelly, Jane [:ngford, Kcnneth Lavin, Donald M. Linn,
Susan L-owell, Joyce Mason, Tomi Matthews, Kathleen
McKelvie, Fred Mclean, R. McNutt, Patricia Miller, Cosel.l.e

Mitchelt, John Pieroui, Marya Porter, Roben Powell, Michael
Resburg, H. Richter, Joscph Romelfanger, Jay Ryon, Barbara
Sandkuhl, Jack Seidman, Gary Shapiro, Carol Stoffel, Janet
Sulhvan, Susan Taylor, Eric Thompson, l:vemc Uhte, Gwen
Warrcn, Herschel Wcbcr, Bun Wernstern, Robin Wctering, and
Sandra Zwemmer.

These books are ayailable from the MDAS Sales Manager,
Gifford Young, l45l Janct Coun, Benicia, CA %510, (707)
7454134. Please makc checks payablc o MDAS.

The Quail is published ranthly except for the combmed JulylAugust issue. Audubon menbership includcs subscriptions to the

Quail and Autlubon mogazine.To join ($30lyear individual, $38 fanily: introductory and senior rates available), write a cluck to
National Audubon Society but send it, with letter or subscription card, to the Menbership Chairperson, Diane Macario,2425 Maple
Ave., Concord, CA 94520. The Chapter beneJits Jinancially from numbership applicanons it proccsses. Full Audubon membuship is
encouraged., but subscription to thc Quail is available seporate from membership at $Slyear.The check should be nade to MDAS a d
mailed to the MDAS Treasurer, Florence Bennett, P.O. Box 31435, WaLnut Creek, CA 94598. Fust class nailing of the Quail to
member or nonmember is an additinnal $3lyear payable to MDAS & sent o the Treaswer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION' Consult Diane Macario, (415) 229-0920.

Barbara Burek, Editor, 157 Mt. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (415) 229-0394
Erchange bulletins for MDAS to Mt Dnblo Audubon Sociery, P. O. Box 53,Wolnut Crcek, CA 94596, please.
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Roger Tory Pcterson's ncw, long-awaited thrrd edition of
Ficld Gulde to Weste Birds is now avanlable. 432
pagcs, 165 new color paintings,441 ncw color maps. Pocket
size,4 U2 x 7 l/4 inchqs. $13.9 plus $1.01 tax = $l5.mat
MDAS mectings, $16.25 by mail.

Natronal Geographic Socicty's Field Guidc lo Bids oJ North
America, Edrton lL Comprchensive identification ofall birds
tiat nest norlh of Mexico or migrate through, plus wanderers

and exotics. 464 pages. $14.92 plus S1.08 tax = $16.00 at
MDAS me€ungs, $17.50 by mail.

Best Birding in Napa and Solano Counties. 2l birding hol
spors, with directions, timc of best birding, birds of interest,
raritics. Skerches, somc phoographs. M.00, including tax,
ar MDAS meetings, $5.30 by mail.

o
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Mt. Diablo Audubon Socrcty
P.O. Box 53
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November Program:

Birds and the Artist

o At our November I program, Keith Hansen, noted
bird artist and illustrator, will present a most unusual
show. Keith grew up in Fresno in a family of artists
and illustrators and is largely self-taught. He will
discuss the development of his art, using his own
drawings and paintings, as well as works from other
artists who have influenced him. He now lives in
Bolinas.

Keith's an is used in the following baks: Birds of
Yosemite by David Cunes, Birds for Real by Rich
Stallcup, Natural Htstory of the Pt. Reyes Penirsula
by Jules Evans, Discovering Sierra Birds from the
Yosemite Association, and California Wild Lands.
He also does many illustrations for the Point Reyes
Bird Observatory newsletter and has published his
own Birds of the Sierra coloring book. Keith will
bring some of his art work for sale and viewing.

Birding information for November will be presented
by Jean Richmond, who will talk about wildfowl and
places to look for them.

At our December progam, Don Roberson will speak
on pelagic birds of the tropical Pacific.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr Lare, C-oncord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, November
8, at 7:30 p.m.r at the home of Florence Bennett,
689-3106. Please call for directions. The board
meetings are open to all interested members.

SAVETHEDATE!

December 15

1990 MDAS Christrnas Counto



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

Do you know what nF" stcnd for?
READ ON.

ROSSMOOR TREES
The issuc of the Rossmmr Trces hasn't gone away. It is
awaiting a datc with thc judge. A required "seulemcnf' confer-

enc! brought aFeement to cxMirc Uc proccss. Also agrced'

ftat no effon would bc madc 10 slart axing trces unul he cout
has ruled on the issues. In the mmnume, citizcns of Walnut

Crcck, conccmed about issues such as building on hillsides,

tree removal, and land usc in ecologically sensitive areas have

formed the walnut Cre€k Envimnmental Council. Any con-

cerned citizen can join. Call 934-095'l for more information.

The cxact number of uecs proposed to bc cut appears to have

become an issue. Figues used in this column were based on

data Foduced by exprts. When irst announced, asscnions

wcre madc that'so many" lrees would bc cut. That figure, as

wc understand it, was bascd on rees of a ccrtain grrt}|. Many

othcr trecs, smaller in slze, wcre not includcd in fte shtistics.

Whetlrer that slatistic has been changed is not presently known

to us. What we do know is tiat thc proposal involvcs the

complee destruction of an cndre ccosystem' Knowin8 what

we do of our naural world such dcsuuction should NOT be

permitted.

Rcrd on for "F"!!!!!

WETLANDS
Contra Cosla Counry s moving slowly but incviably toward

the establishment of a wetland policy to be included in thc up-

coming (NEW) Gcncral Plan. As now planned, cnforccment
provisions will pcrmit (require) County forccs lo ACT should

a we and arca bc misused. Audubon has bccn askcd o revicw
wetland areas in Uc county 10 be cenain all are covcrcd by the

policy, when and ifadoptcd by the Board of Supervisors.

"F" - still looking? Rcad on.

TIIEY ARE AT IT AGAIN,
or OLD GROWTH FORESTS STILL IN DIRE TROUBLE

Old growh foress in Califomia, Oregon, and Washinglon are

still in grcat peril. Logging in Oregon is taking place at the

ratc of 200 acres per wcck. Oregon's Senarcr Packwmd Plans

to introduce an action thal would removc the biological cxper-

tisc of the Fish and Witdlife Service from tlrc decision-making
process, leaving such to llle tender mercics of admintstration

appoinrccs in the Prcsident's cabinct. Reasonablc altcmadves

to full-pacc logging could not be cxamined under Packwood's

proposals. National Audubon assens 6at Senator Packwood

will again attempt to precludc citizens from challcnging log-
ging issucs In thc U. S. Courls. Also involved is lhc setting

asidc of the Endangered Species Act, alrcady signalcd as a gml

Novembcr 1990

by Inerior Sccreary Lujan. Where, oh, where is our cnviron-

mental presidcnt on this issuc? You should know tlnt NOT

ONE of the more than 700 timbcr sales from thc arcas in-

volvcd in this fscal ycar has bccn halted by rcquhcmcnts of
the Endangcred Spccies act or by thc thrcaencd Spotrcd Owl'
Senators Cranson and Wilson arc considercd "swing" votss on

this critical issuc. Pteasc call tre scnators, citler at heir local

oficr- or at (20) 224-3121 and dclivcr THIS MESSAGE:

l' Oppose ANY efforts by Senator Packwmd or others

to amcnd the Endangcrcd Species acq and

2. Oppose ANY limihrions on citizen acccss to lh€

courts in tlesc sort of matrcrs.

HERE IS IT - MEASURE "F"

OPEN SPACE: WILL WE HAVE ANY L.EFT?

Years of hard worh discussion and considcration will bc bcfore

Ure voters on Novcmber 6. MEASURE "F' will be YOUR

opportunily to vote FOR open spacc in Contra Cosla County.

Michelle Perault of the Sicrra Ctub says, 'lt protects famlands

and opcn spacc, and givcs tlre citics control of dcvclopmcnt as

called for by the CCC Grand Jury." Measurc "C", placed on

fic ballot by thc Supcrvisors in compctition with Measure

"F, would, as many observcrs sce tt, allow business as usual.

A welt-known ConEa Costan states, ''Busincss as usual'

promiscs more traffic, morc congcsdon, creation of morc

COSTLY infrastruco[c where nonc now cxists and financial
woes for lhe Counry. (10 pays NO attention to CCC Grand

Jury recommcndations." Measure 'E" involves the long-

smnding issue of use of Marsh Canyon for a solid wastc land-

fill. David Tam, Sicrra Club expen on solid wastc matters,

says, "A YES on "E" should cnsurc that Marsh Canyon will
NOT becomc a garbagc dump."

z

a

o

GOING, GOING, WILL THEY BE GONE?
As of May, 1990,2l Calfomia cndcmics arc extincL Sixtccn

othcr Califomra spccies havc becn extirpated. Thiny-scvcn
mammals, fifty-scvcn spcties of bkds, plus a number of hsh

and rcptilcs are deemcd 'species of spccial concem." All this

dala comes from a new bmk produced jointly by the Califomia
Acadcmy of Scienccs, thc California Dcpartmcnt of Fish and

Gamc, and thc Sicrra Club. Wriucn by Perer Stcinhart, $c
fuk, Califurnia's Wild Herimge,\s an ou$tanding, if woni-
somc, production. Audubon has writlcn to the Conu-a Cosa
County Board of Suprvisors and all of lhc city councils of the

citics in thc county, bringing aEention to thc dire predicdons

for the futurc of our natural heritagc, if rampant and unguided

dcvclopmcnt continues.

Robert Bowcrman providcd these words for our consideration:

The people of Califomia have inheritcd thc richest Slft

::#l,-*l'ffT;hf;' 
n"* *"t wc wiu provc 

o
DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT "F"???????



ps iuc open to members and nonmembers a.like
time is dcpartue time. Carpool expense: 5 ccns per mi
pcr rider is suggested; blls and cntry fccs are shared cqualty
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, field guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzle; if in doub(, call leader up lo

ume.hour beforc

FIELD TRIPS

Ditlicultv ol lield mp:
Catcgory l: Easy, little or no walking, smooth patis
CaEEory 2: Moderate, I mile or more, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult, cxtensivc walking, rough tcrrain

Thursday, Novcmber 1, Ahmcde South Shorc. Carpool
8:00 a.m., Acalanes Ave., off Plcasant Hill Rd., just noflh of
SR24. Meet at 8:45 a.m. at Broadway and Shorclinc Ave. in
Alamcda. Take SR24 to I-880, go south to Govemment [sland
cxrt. Condnuc on Kennedy St. to bridge approach. Alamcda
sidc of bridge is Park St. Continuc on Park; left on Shoreline.
Park at end of Broadway or on Bayview. Wc should sec a wrdc
variety of shorebrrds, and Clapper Rails are possiblc.

Lcaden Elizabeti Dickcy,254-0486 Catcgory I

Saturday, Novcmber 3, Abbott's Lagoon. Carpool 7:0O

a.m., Acalancs Ave., off Plcasant Hill Rd., just north of
SR24. Mect 8:30 a.m. at Bear Vallcy Visitor's Ccnter, Point
Rcyes. Cross thc San Rafael Bridge. From US 101, Ekc 6e
San Rafael cxit, go 2 blaks, and turn left onto 3rd Sr. In San
Ansclmo, turn flght onto Srr Francis Drakc Blvd. At SRI,
tum right 0.25 mrle, left onto Bear Valtcy and lef( agam into
fic Visitor's Cen@r. We should ser waterfowl, shorebirds, and
possibly hawks or caglcs. Carry lunch and liquids.
Leader: Maury Stern,284-5980 Category 3

Wednesday, November 14, Lefryctte Rcscrvoir. Meet
8:00 a.m. rn thc parking lot at the top of thc dam. Parkrng
costs $3.m and is prohibired ar rhe borom of thc hitl. A good
placc to leam local birds, and always a chance of a surprisc on
the lake.
I-eader: Stcve Glover,829-7207 Category 2

Saturday, November 17, Charlcslon Slough. Carpool
7:m a.m. El Ceno Blvd., just wcst of I-680. Mc€r at rhe end
of Terminal Rd., MourIain Vicw. Take Dumbaflon Bridgc and
go south on US 101 to San Antonio exit. Go norlh and east
on San Anbnio and tum right on Terminal. Park ne3r end.
This has been a g@d area for watcr and salt marsh birds. Trails
may be muddy.
Lcaden Stcve Glover,829-7207 Category 2

Wednesday, November 28, Altamont. Carprml 7:00 a.m. at
El Ccrro Blvd., west ofI-680. A caravan u:p, with mostly car
birding. We will bc look for migralory hawks, Mountain
Bluebirds, and the usual grassland specics.
Lcader: Stcvc Glover,829-7207 Category I
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS

SAN MATEO COAST, September 8.
Fourte€n mcmbcrs spent a lovely day, ctcar, ctoudless, and 75o

ar Allo Nuevo and poins north to Pcscadero Ma$h. At Arlo
Nuevo, the clephant sea.ls wcre in small numbers, so wc were
able o visir more of fic beach than in prcvious yecrs. There
wc saw Brant, Snowy Plover, Wandcring Tattlcr, Ruddy and
Black Turnstones, Surfbird, Pectoral Sandpiper, and Westem
Kingbird. In the willows and pines bordering tlre fresh-watcr
pond wcre Wcstem Flycarcher and Orangc-crowned and Ycllow
Warblers. At Pigeon Point, Pigeon Guillemot, Common
Murre, and Marbled Murrelet were sccn. At L:ke Luccrne,
along Bean Hollow Road, were Crearer and l,esser Ycllowlcgs,
Virginia Rail, Pectoral Sandpipcr, and Wilson's Phalarope. 8l
species werc sccn in blal.

lvlaury Stcm

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REFUGE, Scptcmbcr 20.
Tcn birders spent a beauriful day sccing summer friends off on
their long joumcy to the Eopics and wclcoming our rctuming
winter fricnds. The tdp highhghts included Snowy Plovcr,
Common Moorhen, and several Ycllow Warblers. Thc carly
fall arrivals lncluded Hcrmit Thrush, Lincoln's Sparrow, and
three batiing Fox Sparrows. 70 spccies total werc se€n.

Stevc Glover

SALINAS RMR - ELKHORN SLOUGH, Scptember 22.
The day began sunny but ended up vith a drive homc through a
thunderstorm for eight observers on this trip. A[ llle Salinas
Water Treatmcnt Plant, wc found both Solitary and Pcctoral
Sandpipers and an American Bittcm. 88 species wcrc seen.

Etizabeth Dickey

POINT DIABLO - IVIAI{DI IGAnr AMS, Seprcmber 27.
Eighteen mcmbers bcgan a frustrating day hawk-warching
through intermircnt fog on lop of the hrll. A few Cmpcr's,
Sharp-shinned, and Red-tailcd Hawks wcre sc€n, but ftcrc was
not much migration activity. Down at Rodeo Lagoon, fic best
birds wcre t}te Grecn-winged TeaI and Elegant Tcms. 52 speciqs
werc seen for the day.

Jim Lomar
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sharyn Fernandez

Please scnd observations !o Sharyn Femandez,
31 David Drive, Concord, CA 94518, or czll'1984723.

Please includc your tclcohone number with your obscrvadons.

-- Mutc Swan: 1 on 924 flying over tlcir Orinda home.
(H&NB)
Bluc-winged Teal: 4onlOD at Novato sewer ponds. (JR,
FB, BG)
White-wingcd Scotcr: I on 9/30 at Abbott's tlgmn, Pt.
Reyes. (H&NB)
Sharp-shinned Hawk: I on 9/16 at the summrt of Mt. Diablo
(SD; I on 9/27 at Middlc Lakc, Golden Gare Pa* (JE).

Coooer's Hawk: pair on 10/6 flying over her lafaye e house.
(BS)

Femrginous Hawk: I on 925 at the New Willows, Pt. Rcyes.
(JR, DW, MJC, rel ,."
Golden Eaglc: immalure on 9/6 at uppcr San Lcandro Rescr-
voir. (SS)

Prairie Falcon: I on 927 at Pt. Rcyes. (JE)

SgB: I on loE a Roemcr Refugc, Alameda- (H&NB)
Common Moorhen: 13 on 10/7 rn pond near Montezuma
Slough, Grizzly Island. (W&GY)

-. Black-bcllicd Plovcr: 70 on l0/3 at Alameda (H&NB)
Black Oystercarchen 4 on 9125 at lhe Fish Daks, Pt. Reyes.
(FB)
Lcsser Yellowlegs: 2 on lOl2 at Novato sewcr ponds. (JR,
FB, BG)

- Whimbrel: 3 on l0/3 at Alameda (H&NB)
Long-billed Curlew: 26 on l0/3 at Alameda (H&NB)
Pectoral Sandoioer: I on l0l2 at Spaletla Ranch ponds, Pl,.

Rcycs. (SG, RL, JR, FB, BG)
Dunlin: 4 on l0/3 at Alamcda. (H&NB)
Common Snir:e: 4 ot9l19 at Crrnel River Beach. (H&NB)
Parasitic Jaeger: I on 9f25 x the Fish Docks (FB):2 on 925
off Drakc's Beach, PL Reyes (JR, FB, MJC, BG); 'l on 925
off the Ncw Willows (FB).
Elcgant Tern: I on 9/19 at Camel Rrver Beach (H&NB); 25
on 9/30 on rock offshorc Fanshc[ Bcach, Monterey (W&GY).
Common Tem: 2 on 925 off the New Willows. (JR, FB,
BG)
Arctic Tem: I on 102 at Novalo scwer ponds. (JR, FB, BG)
Grcat Horned Owl: male on 9p rn Walnut Cre€k (MT, BS): I
on l0/l in thcir backyard in t-afayerre (M&SS).
WcsLem Wood-pewee: 1 on 927 at Middle kke. (JE)
Pacific-slope Flycatcher: I on 927 atMiddlc t*c. (JE)
Tropical Kingbird: I on 921 at thc Satinas River. (H&NB)
Swainson's Thrush: I on 927 at Middle kke. (JE)
Hcrmit. Thrush: I on 927 ar Middle kke. (JE)
Phainooepla: I on 9/4 outside MDSP on Mitchcll Canyon
Rd. (GS)
Hulton's Vireo: I on 927 at Middlc kkc. (JE)
Townsend's Warbler: I on 927 at Middle t*e. (JE)
Black-tlroated Grav Warblcr: 1 on 9/18 in a flmk of "westcm"
warbte$ a[ Rodeo l-agmn HQ. (JR)
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Yr'ilson's Warbler: I on 927 at Middle Lake. (JE)

Westem Tanager: I on 927 at Middle Lake. (JE)
Rosc-breasted Grosbcak: I on 927 atuiddle kkc. (JE)

Sage SDarrow: I on 9/4 ar White Canyon, MDSP. (GS)
Fox Sparrow: I on 9/4 in his backyard along kla Rd- (CG)
Smith's Longsour: I on 9ll4 (KlI), 9i l5 (JE), 9n6 G&JR),
and 9/17 (H&NB), all at the Moonglow Dairy, Monterey.
Hooded Oriole: I (rf9/9 at hcr backyard fccder in Alamo. (JR)

Northem Oriolc: I on 927 at Middlc hke. (JE)

--1 ''.
Observcrs: Hugh and Norah Bain, Florcncc Bennc[, Mary Jane
Culver, Jimm Edgar, Sharyn Femandcz, Bctty Gallagher, SI'cvc
Glover, Clydc Griffith, Kevin Hintsa" Ron Lindeman, Rich and
Jcan Richmond, Barbara Sandkuhl, George Schcffcl, Susan and
Maury Stem, Mar-ian Trancs, Dianc Williams, and Gifford and
Winnic Young.

STORAGE SPACE NEEDED

MDAS nceds morc storagc space for is growing asscmbly of
chapter rccords and papcrs. Any membcr who has space which
could bc used by the chapter should conlact the President, Jim
Lomar,825-1513. Thc space should be weathcrprmf, with
temperaufe and hurnidity control prcfcrable.

BATEMAN

Robert Baternan, the wcll-known wildlife anisl will appcar at
Pacific Wildlife Gallerics, 3420 Ma. Diablo Blvd., [-afayc[re,
from 6:00 to 9:m p.m. on Saturday, November 17 and from
noon Lo 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 18. Thcrc will also
bc a slide show of his works at thc Rcgional Ccnrer for Per-
forming Arts in Walnul Creek from 10:00 a.m. to noon on
Sunday. Tickes are $10.00 and availablc at thc Galleries. For
more information, call Dennis Salvo ar 283-2977.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Mt. Diablo Inferpretivc fuisoclaUon ls lmking for voluntecrs to
help staff iE new Muscum scheduled to open larcr rhis fall.
MDIA voluntccrs sEff he visitor center desk, providing infor-
malion, directions, and sale of MDIA brochures, maps and
books. As a volunte€r you become eligible for the Inccntive
Program, which includes such fiings as a Districr Pass. The
muscum is staffed on wcckends [rom l1:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The next training session is scheduled for Saurday, Novcmbcr
10. For more information, call thcir Docent Cmrdinator at
837-3965.
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TRAVEL CORNER

Venezuela
by Fred SSier

If you'rc likc me, you must havc paged through foreign field
guides, lmking longingly at thc luscious illustrations and
wishing you could se€ thosc birds in lifc. Thc Venezuela
guide, for cxample, by Rodolfc Mcycr de Schauenscc (what a
moniker!) and plain IvIr. Phclps? Savor the gaudy parrots, the
hummingbirds, or Ulc trogons. Puffbirds, jacamars, toucans,
cotingas, one more colorful than thc othcr. Or do you only
rise to a challengc, sorting out Empidona-xcs, for examplc?
Wcll, havc they got an offer for you! Thrcc whole pagcs of
flycarchers, each not quite indistinguishable in the field from
the other thiny or so crowding next to it. Or are you maybc a

word freak: do Jabirus, Jacamars, and Jacobins sound interest-

rng? How about a Guuulated Folngc-gleaner, ora Handsome
Fruiteater, or prhaps a Ycllow-belhed Bristle-tyrant?

Aftcr years of savoring alt of thesc picurcs and words, I finally
took the trip! Last July I flcw with victor Emanuel's Shon
Venezuela Tour for a week of relaxcd birding in tic lush llanos
of llalo Pillero, in norlh central venezuel4 followcd by a week

of more skcnuous forest birding in the norlhem coastal cordrl-
lera of the country, mostly m Henri Pittier Nauonal Park. Wc
flcw to Caracas, a huge modern city of concrete and traffic, and

stayed at $c luxurious Hotcl Tamanaco. The next moming,
bcfore our chaner flight lcft, we birdcd thc parking lot of $e
hotcl, which has a little piece of green hill behind it. Bingo!
Thirte€n lifc birds in one hour, including tlc Black-throatcd
Mango, Rufous-tailcd Jacamar, and Ultramarine GrDsbcak. The
flight took us to Hato Pillcro, a half-million acre cattle ranch
whcrc Ule owners, the Branger family, have dlowed no hunting
for 40 yean. As a result, specres which are tenibly drfficnlt o
observe anywhere else in South America are protectcd and very
visiblc: Scarlet Macaws and Jabirus, for cxample, the lalter a

hugc stork which thoughtfully stood next b a Wmd Stork 0te
first timc I saw it, dwarfrng its poor cousin. Our days quickly
scttled ino a routinc of brding from 6 to 12, lunch and siesta,
tien birdrng from 4 to 9, followed by funner. The food was tra-
ditional Venczuelan, and delicious. We werc driven around thc
ranch in a comfortablc opcn truck, from which wc could scc
Black-capped Donacobiuses duetting, a Great Poloo sitting on
her lree stump nest, Hoatzins, Yeltow-knobbed Curassows,
Russct-backed Oropendolas, Rufesccnt Trger-herons, Masked
Ycllowthrcas, Yellow Onoles, Glircring- rroated Emcralds,
and Red-billed Scythebills. And rapton! What raptors, from
the Aplomado and L:ughing Falcons !o thc Slender-billed Kite
and thc Black-collared }Iawk, and plcnty more! Twicc we look
boat rides on the streams of thc ranch, seeing evcry New World
Kinghsher exccpt $c Bcltcd, including thc rare Greer-and-
rufous. At night the truck's beams were tumed on and we
would scc White-tailed Nightjan, Striped Owls and Boat-bitled
Herons, not to mention thc more familiar Pauraques and Bam
Owls. Thcre werc mammals, !oo, occlots, bats, and tayras,
and plenty of monkeys.
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The sccond we€k we stayed in a pleasant hoEl in Maracay, a
couple of hours by frecway wcst of Caracas. Two paved roads

lead up from Maracay over the mountains o sEamy Caribbcan

lowlands, passing through Henri Piuier National Park, known
also as Rancho Grandc bccausc that's what the sciendfic rcsearch

station, located in the ruins of a former diclalor's hidcaway, is

ca.llcd. The birds wcre different and the biding more challeng-
ing. We walked up and down thc roads whenevcr thcre scemcd
to be flock activity, practicing tclling Whitr-collared from
White-tipped Swifts as wc went. There werc Blmd-earcd and
Scarlct-froncd Parakeets !o be distinguished, Mousoched Puff-
birds, and the songs of Nightingale and Gray-brffistcd Wmd
Wrcns. Thc real spectaculars were the tanage6: we had to tell
Beryl-spangtcd from Spcckled, Whic-lincd from Whitc-wingcd,
Bay-hcaded (grcen body) ftom Gray-hcadcd (follows ant-swrms),
and Bluc-capped from my favorite, the cxquisitc Blue-wingcd
Mounlain-Tanager. Also not to be snc€zcd al was ftc Ochrc-
brcasted Brush Finch, and its shy congener, the Chcstrlut-cappcd
Brush Finch. But thc l,op bird of thc trip for me was not lhc
most beautiful perhaps, but he one that I discovered. Pcrchcd
under a small canopy of leaves, oblivious m the flock mobbing
it, was the Rufcsccnt Screcch-Owl, a bird so rare that it isnt
cvcn pictured in the guidc. Wc studicd it long and carcfully,
noting thc da* ids that distinguishes it from thc Tropical and
$c Tavny-bcllicd Screech-Owls. If accepted by whoevcr is in
charge, this will bc the first. record for Henri Pitticr National
Park - my own footnote to Venezuelan omithology.

Fcllow listcrs, please takc note - I saw 325 specres of birds in
52 families, of which 248 werc lifc birds for me. Ten diffcrcnt
woodoccpo's, cight diffcrent woodp€ckers,46 (!) diffqent tyrant
flycarchers - I could go on and on. It was dcfmiEly the most
inlensc birding cxpcrience of my lifc, and I would cnthusiasti-
cally recommcnd thc trip and thc leadcr (Dalc Delancy, a world-
class birder) lo anyone who wants to scc Neotropical birds in
rcladvely undistubed habitaL

Origmal
sketches

by Carol Luz
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NEW MEMBERS

It is a pleasure !o welcomc all thcse new MDAS members and

we hope to meet lhem soon: Howie Adams, De€r Aldrich'
Tricia Allen, Evelyn Arcndt, Corliss Beisheim, Joseph Brazie,

Thcrcsa Brennan, J. Bridgman, Lynn Bryan, Diana Burkc,
Diane Carter, Evclyn E. Casaurang, Nancy Clancy, Leon

Clonu, William Collicr, Carot Colwell, Manha N. Conant,

Ruth Cooper, Daniellc Crockett, Frank Cuzzillo, Stephen

Daniels, Dan Danner, Jean Downlng, Jill Duckwonh, Mrs.
Herbert Ellcm, Mrs. Gelrgc Ely, Marylee Engelhart, Susan

Fewlass, Sue Filbert, Gene Fiscarelh, Phoebe Force, Judy

Foster, Stephen Foster, Sharon Fox, Mr. and Mrs' V. A
Gaes, Emest Gerke, Gretchen K. Givcns, Lori Granit' E. T.

Gregory, Gcorge Harrington, Roger Hawkinson, Sherwood

Hayden, Chen Hazeldne, Catherinc Henke, [.ois Hochcnaucr'

Herb Hollander, L. Homickcl, Jacqueline Jacobson, Mr' and

MIs. Robert Kalbaugh, Mr. and Mn. David Kindorf, Thomas

R. kmben, Dr. and Mrs. Edward l:rkin, Jcnnifer Lchdnen,

Emest Lengycl, H. L. Litdc, Kahlccn Ludolph, Stella Main'
J. J. Mauo. tori M. McGahcy, John G. Mendoza, Charles
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Morehouse, George Morton, Ann Nlclsen, Lisa Okawa, Eric

w. Olcott, Elizabcth Olsen, Kathlecn Pahl, Jerry L. Paulazo'

William A. Rilcy, Jr., Dcnnrs E. Roby, Jcan Sammons, P.

She€han, Bctte Shcpherd, Esther Smith, Mrs' tlarold Stevens,

R. Sloner, tau c Stout, Denise Sykes, Judith Toomajian,
Paula Tunprawat, Karcn Vcttcrli, Ralph rl/a.ltcrs, Ronald and

Laura weston, Sam Whiteside, Lou Whitlcy, Bob wilcox,
MIs. Harold Wise, and Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Woolley.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

Twelve classes of Audubon Advcntucs havc been sponsored

by MDAS mcmbers. We wish to thank the fotlowing peoplc

for fteir support
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Ralph Brum
Elinor Frcitag
Julic GinGehis
Baftam HaI
Yvonnc and Jermld Hanson

Daisy Ray
Barbara Vaughn
Denisc Wight
Beu.y Ann Williams
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December Program:

Don Roberson, our December 6 speaker, spent
four months last year on a boat in the eastem tropical
Pacific waters, doing a bird suwey as pan of a larger
suwey of porpoises caught in tuna nets. He will tell
us about his adventures during that time. Don's talks
are a.lways interesting and entenaining as many may
remember from his visit to our chapter several years
ago Elking about the "Big Day" record attempt in
Califomia.

Don Roberson lives in Pacific Crove and practices
law in Monterey. He is an expert birder who is on
the California Rare Bird Committee. Years ago
while attending law school in Berkeley, Don ran the
observations and rare bird tape for the Golden Gate
Audubon Society. He is the author of three books:
Birder's California, Rare Birds of the Wesr Coast,
and, Monterey Birds.

Birding information for December will be presented
by Jimm Edgar on the 1990 Christmas Count.
More information on Page 5.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, December
13, at7:30 p.rrl, at the home of Barbara Vaughn, 59
Donna Maria Way, Orinda, 37 6-8732. The board
meetings are open to all interested members.

Pelagic Birding in the Tropical Pacific

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the fint Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr l,ane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birdin g Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

MISPLACED

After presenting our November program, Keith
Hansen discovered his copy of Birds of Yosemite by
David Gaines, for which he did the illustrations, had
been misplaced. The book was autographed by Sally
Gaines to Keith after her husband's death and has
great sentimental value to him. If you inadvenently
walked off with this book, please call or mail it to
Maury Stern, 939 Carol l-ane, L,afayette , CA 94549,
284-5980. He will see that the book is returned to
Keith with the apologies of the chapter.o



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

OPEN SPACE: IS IT A DEAD ISSUE?
On Novemb€r 6th, voters rn Conuz Costa County rcjectcd
Measure F, but approved Measure C. A quick look at voting
totals indrcates " about" U3 of the registered vobrs opted FOR
some limiution on development to conserve open space.

Measure C was proposed by thc Supervisors after the initiative
which resulted in Measure F qualified for the ballot. It was
"sold' by assening 6570 of the County would bc mainnined as

opcn spzrcc. lt is now the responsibility of thc Supcrvisors o
carry out by ACTION the limitations on devclopment projecls

rhat thcy have promised. NO! THE DEMAND (and NEED
FOR RETENTION OF OPEN SPACE IS NOT DEAD! !! !!! !!

EDITORIAL

ARE ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS
NO LONGER ISSUES?

In the wakc ofTuesday's debaclc, which saw thc loss of all thc
statewidc cnvironmenlal ballot issues, some pundits (who of-
tcn seem to know tittle to nothing about such) are attempl.ing
to say the cnvironmental movcment is dcad, or at the very
least, has lost credibllity.

Does anyone think thc clear-cutting of old growth forcsts will
cease? Docs anyone seriously believe that if clear-cutting old
growt-h foress conlinues, the farc of lxliEgliOn does not facc
the Spotted Owl? Does anyonc senously question that thc
loss of the rcmarning 57o of our old growth foress will be a
nadonal tragedy and scandal? To those who understand such
issues, lhe answer has to be a resounding NO.

Has industry leamed a lcsson? That remains !o bc seen

Why were the environmental issues on the baltot in the first
place? For $e most pafl. they were there because the political
process appcffed lo be unwillmg or unable to deal with thc is-
sues and frose who understand the scnousness of the mauers
belicvcd ACTION HAD TO BE TAKEN.

Once induslry leaders found that there was major suppon for
environmenEl issues, action was taken in the usual industry
manner, not to solvc thc rcal problem but to pcrmil. "bustness

as usual." Industry and public relation rams prepared ballot
measues thal, if passed, would have given panicular industries
$e almost complete right to do whatevcr ftey wantcd to do !o
make a profit, without rcgard for the serious environmental
damages rnvolved. Such measures wcro bought and paid for by
indusuy and through the use of the rnitiative proccss were
placed on thc ballot for votcr considera(ion.
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Then lierally millions of dollars were spent for slick adveni-
silg. "Weasel worded" slatements which appcared to bc sa,'lng

onc hing wh e really mcaning another becamc ftc nr.lc of the

day. A travesty- Clearly thesc induslry tactics didn't work for
NOT ONE of he industry-sponsored measures even camc close

to passing.

Had the affeced industries spenr such sums of money on

trying to find ways to solve lhc environmental problems thcy
were crcating, 'wc the pcople' could probably brcathc a sigh of
relief, lcrowing things wcre going to get better. Unfortunatcly
there was no cvidence of enlighrcned industry leadership, so

tiat is not tle case. Unfortunatcly, the cnvironmenta.l issues

that gavc rise b the concems are still with us.

Now it will be the responsibility of our political prGess to so

act as to rcsolve thc issucs through apFopriatc lcgislation or
for industry to begrn 10 act in a responsiblc manncr !o rcsolve
the problcms themsclvcs. Failure of one or both of thcse

souccs of soludon cnsures therc wlll be more contention. If
such talcs place, "wc tlre people" and not just a few so-caltcd

environmentalists wrll act through thc polidcal prcess and,/or

such legal mea.ns as arc availablc to protect oursclvcs, futuc
generations, our wildlife, AND thc planet,

It is MOST unfortunate that indusry lcadcrs are so ill-
informed about what is happenmg to our world

DO SOMETHING!

Gordan and Jutta Frankie are doing somcl.hing many of us
would like to do: thcy are saving a hugc tract of tropical dry
forest in Costa Rica. They havc convinccd the Costa Rican
govemmcnt and thc parks and rescrvcs dcpartment to sct up a
rescrve at tomas Barbudal. This riparian habiBt is fantastjc,
with permanent sreams running through it and a rich varicty
of planq animal and bird sp€cies. Howcvcr, the Costa Rrcan
Parks Dcpaflment does not put any money inlo thc reserve to
mainlain it. Poachers set ffucs to drivc out the animals. If
tJris continues, fte reserve will not survive. People who wish
o help can join a conservation group ca.lled "Fnends of hmas
Barbudal." The $25 annual ducs go directly to protcting Lo-
mas Barbudal. Send your check to Friends of lnmas Barbudal,
c/o Jutla Frankie, 691 Colusa Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707.

Sanl'a Clara Valley Audubon Sociery is sponsoring a wildlifc
tour to Costa Rica for len people from March 30 through
April 14, orgarized by Gail Chceseman. The tour will be led

by omithologist Rafael Campos, who compiled the bird list
for Lomas. The proce€ds from tie uip are dcslgnated for
"Friends of l,omas Barbuda.l.' The cost of the tour is $1905
per person. For an itincrdry and morc information, call Cccily
Harris ar the SCVAS officc, (415) 329-1811, or Garl Cheese-

man rn Saratoga, (408) 741-5330.
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rips are opcn to mcmbers and nonmcmbcrs alike. Carpoo

time ls dcparlure time. Carpool expensc: 5 cents pcr mile
pcr ridcr rs suggcsrcd; blls and entry fecs are shared cqually
by driver and nders. Bring binculars, lield guidc and lunch.

Trips go in light rain or drizzle: rf in doubt, call leadcr up !o
ttme.hour before

o

a

FIELD TRIPS

Drfficultv of field tnp:
Catcgory l: Easy, little or no walkrng, smmth paths

Category 2: Moderate, I mtlc or morc, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult extensive walking, rough terrain

Saturday, Dcccmber 1, Prto Alto Baylends. Carpool 7:30

a.m. at Acalanes Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., nonh of Hwy.
24. Meet in parkrng lot near Naturc Cenlcr at Baylands. From

Bayshorc, takc Embarcadero exit and go cast on Embarcadero to

stop sign. Go left bward Yacht llaftor, follow road o cnd in
parking lot on right. This is a high dde day and wc should see

Clapper Rails and posslbly Black Rarls. Prepare for muddy

conditions, cool bre€zes. Therc is a lot of waiting for the rails.
Leader: Elizabeth Dickcy,254-0486 Caegory I

Thursday, December 6, Niles Cenyon Gravcl Pits. Car-
pool 8:00 a.m., El Cerro Blvd., just wcst ot I-680. Meet a[
Vallejo Mill Historicd Park in Frcmont. Takc I-680 south

through Dublin to SR 84; go wcsl 7 miles to park cntrancc on

$e left. Varied habita6; Gre€n-backed Heron, Ring-neckcd
Duck, Spotted Sandpiper, many land birds often found.
Lcader: Jimm Edgar,658-2330 Category 2

Saturday and Sunday, December 8 - 9, Sacramento Valley
Rcfuges. Saurday, Gray Lodgc,9:00 a.m. There is a $5.00
cnEance fee. Mect at fte first parkmg lot beyond Headquancrs.

Sunday, meet at l0:m a.m. at $c Sacramento Rcfuge in the

parking lo! at visitor's center. To get !o Gray Lodge, uke I-80
to SRI13. At Tudor, takc US 99 north to Pennington Rd.
Follow Pennrngton Rd. to refugc cnrance: therc are sevcral

tums and thc road eventually runs nonh. For thc Sacrameno
Refugc, leave I-5 al 6c Norman exit and go nonh on frontagc
road lo he refuge.
Leader: Harry Adamson, 283-2164 Category I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

OUTER POINT REYES, Octobcr 6.

On a clcar, warm day with mosdy gentlc wind, 14 membcrs and

guests birded thc outer poinl. Among thc 95 sPccies scen and/

or heard wcre Black Scoler, 8 t-esser Golden-Plovers, Pecloral

Sandpipcr, Tmpical Kingbird, Goldcn-crowncd Kingles all
ovcr, and a Black-throated Gray Warblcr. Two Clay-colored

Sparrows were se€n by only pafl of the 8roup. The great varicty

of birds and the congcnial group of pcoplc crcaled a most enjoy-

able oudng dcsplE hc lack of vagrant warblers.
Jean Richmond

LINCOLN and GOLDEN GATE PARKS, Ocbber 10.

A small group of four carpoolcd at Acalanes Avcnuc but was

met in San Francisco by an additiona.l ten peoplc, including two

surgeons spending a frec moming away from a convcntion
meeting rn town. Desplte snccring commcnts from one of the

guests on our cnthusiasm for bcautiful but common birds, the

group enjoyed s€cing many nudtarchcs, ALMOST got views of
crossbills fliurng from tre! to tre€, and wclcomcd back for the

wintcr fie early ducks. 45 species wcre scen.

Bartara Vaughn

LIMANTOUR, Oclober 20.

16 mcmbers and gucsts had a full day of birdmg Limanlou Spit

and Pond, Inverness Ridgc, and Pt. Rcyes HQ. 108 specics

wcre recorded, including five spccics sccn ar Binford Rd. Marsh

ne:r Novato by thosc departing from Acalancs. The highlights
included a Red-necked Grebc secn off the beach, tkee Eurasian

wigeons and a Rcdhead al Limanbur Pond, a Peregrine Falcon

harassing a Red-tailed Hawk (sccn by a fcw) ncar he parking lot
at Limanlou, Pileated Woodpeckers hcard and sccn flying off
on Inverness Rrdgc, and Red Crossbills ar thc park headquarlcrs.

Georgc Finger

MT. VIEW SANITARY PLANT, Oclobcr 25.

Twenty-four mcmbers and guests enjoyed a productive two
hours of brdrng in plcasanl wcather. tong lmks, from sevcral

anglcs, of birds, mosdy ar close rangc, provided a gmd viewing
experiencc. 38 species were sccn, including Mew Culls, a pair
of Bluc-winged Teal, Sora, and numerous moorhcns.

Shirley Ellts

''EJECTED''

by George lzar
G ermantow n, P e nnE lvania

A bluebird in a bird-box sat,

Wa6ling and contcntcd,
Whcn in flew Jenny Wrcn and cned,
'Get out, this house is wrentcd."

from Bird lore,May-June, 1928; official organ of thc

Audubon Scictrcs. Submitted by Ben Bream.
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sharyn Fernand,ez

Plcase scnd obscwations o Sharyn Femandez,
3l David Dnve, Concord, CA 94518, or c211798-4.723.

Please include your telephonc number wilh your observations.

Pacific Loon: 1 on 10/30 at Rodeo Beach, Marin Headlands.
(H&NB)
Red-necked Grcbe: I on 1023 at Alameda Soutlr Shorc. (JR)

Black-vented Shearwater: 250 on l0/9 at Pigcon Point. (JR,
FB, MJC)
Wood Stork: I on 1OD6 a[ Scven Milc Slough, exueme
souhwestem Sacramenb Co. (JR, GF: also on RBA)
Tundra Swan: l0 on 1116 at Limanlour Estcro, h. Rcyes.
(FB, MOb)
Wood Duck: male on 11/6 at Fivc Brmks Pond, Pt. Rcycs.
(FB)
Gargancy: male rn echpsc plumagc on 10/30 at Bolmas Sewer
Ponds. (GF, JR, FBi also on RBA)
Blue-winged Teal: male in eclipsc plumagc on l0l30 ar Boli-
nas Sewer Ponds. (JR, GF, FB: also on RBA)
Eurasian Wigeon: I male on 10/14 wcst of tlaywad Shoreline
Visitor Centcr (SG, JR); I male on l116 at Muddy Hollow
Pond at Limanlou (FB, MOb).
Ring-neckcd Duck: 50on ll/6 atMuddy Hollow Pond. (FB,
MOb)
Ferruginous Hawk: I on 10/16 near Drakc's Beach tmoff. PL
Reyes. (FB, JR, MJC)
Cmoer's Hawk: I on I l/1 at Broadway and Bay Strecs in
Alameda (ML)
Pcregrinc Falcon: I on 1023 at Hayward Shoreline. (H&NB)
Sandhill Crane: lm's on 1027 at Wmdbridgc Road. (S&MS)
Lcsser Golden-Plovcr: 4 on 10/16 across road from Spaleua
Plateau, Pt. Reyes. (FB, MJC, JR)
Lcsser Yellowlegs: I on 10/14 in freshwaEr ponds at llayward
Shorcline (JR, SG)i 12 on 10116 in marshes at Binford Rd.,
Novaro (JR, FB, MJC).
Red Knot: I on 1023 ar Alamcda South Shore. (JR)

BU[: I on 10/16 in Binford Rd. marshes. (FB, JR, MJC)
Elcgant Tem: I on 1023 at Alameda South Shorc (JR);2 on
I 060 at Rodeo t agmn, Mari n Headlands (H&NB).
South Polar Skua: I on 1026 at Elkhorn Slough. (J&BH)
Common Murre: '2000 on 10/9 in ocean otf Pigeon Point.
(JR, MJC, FB)
Tufted Putfin: 2 on 10/16 rn ocean off h. Reycs lighthouse.
(JR)

Grcat Homed Owl: 3 on 10/18 in his Ilfayctre back yard
(MS)l a pair trom 10f27 to I l/l on a hillside in trees of her
yard in Lalayeue (BS).
Lewls' Woodpecker: I on 10/30 a[ Pt. Rcyes Headquarl.crs
(FB, JR: also on RBA): I immatuIe on I l/6 along Earthquake
Trait, Pt. Reycs Hcadquarlers. (FB, MOb)
Red-breasted Nuthatch: 1 on 924 on her block in Martincz
(DW); 1 from 1025-26 in his Walnur Creek backyard (RW); I
since l0E along Tioga Rd., Concord (SB.

Deccmber 1990

Goldcn-crowned Kinsles: scvcral on 10/30 at Rodco Lagmn
(HENB)
Califomia Thrashcr: 1 on 10/13 in hcr tafaycue backyard. (BS)

Prairie Warblcr: I on l0n0 at mrlepost 14.37 on Hwy. I
along Bolinas l,agmn. (FB, JR: also on RBA)
Palm Warbler: I on 10/'16 at Mcndoza Ranch, PL Reyes. (FB,

JR)
Clay-colored Sparrow: I on 10/16 at Nuncs Ranch, h. Reyes.
(FB, rR)
Fox Soarrows: 5 or 6 continuously since Ocober in his Llfay-
ctte backyad. (MS)
Whilc-throated Sparrow: 3 on 10/16 ar thc Nunes Ranch (FB,
JR)i I on ll/8 in hcr Martincz backyard (DW); I on I Ulo in
her Manincz backyard @B).
'Slatc-colorcd" lunco: I on 10fl ar Pl Rcycs fish dcks (DS);
I on l0B0 at his house in L:fayenc (MS).
Rcd Crossbill: 100 on l0R0 at Pt. Rcyes Headquaflcrs (FB,
JR): 34 on 1060 at Fivc Brooks Pond, Pt Reycs (FB, JR);
100 on I l/6 in area of Pt. Reyes Headquancrs. (FB, MOb).

Obscrvers: Hugh and Norah Bain, Florencc Bcnncu, Barbara
Buck, Mary Jane Culvcr, Sharyn Fcmandez, Stevc Glover, Bob
and Janet Harison, Margarct L-acrampe, Many Observers, Jean
Richmond, Barbara Sandkuhl, Dorccn Stadler, Susan and Maury
Stcm, Denise Wight, and R. Wisccarvcr.

Original
Sketches

by Carol Lutz

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

In addrtion to the ten sponsors of twclve classes of Audubon
Adventures which were acknowledged last month, Lynn L:Iso
has also sponsored a class and Dow Chemlcal has sponsorcd 5l
classes. We wish o thank all these people lor rherr gencro\rr!
and suppon o[ thls lmporlant program for dre educatron oi our
young people.
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o FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jim kmax

"Wishing"

Most of us human types, and undoubtedly some of our earth-
bound cohabitants, have looked up and wishcd wc could soar
tike those hawk abovc, free, wild, elusive, and proud, asking
for nothing, expecting nothing, and necding nothing from thc
rest of us.

Of course, hawks and olher raptors live and dic govcmed by tlc
whims of nanre.

On many occasions though, much tm many, thesc rapton arc
killed or injured by humans or human influence. Thus, somc
of them wind up at the Alcxander Lindsay Museum in Walnut
Crcek. Most of thesc raptors are healed and rctumed to the
wild. But some of thcse birds can nevcr be re[.rmed and this
becomes a living hell for once free raptors, confrned forever o
a life of captivity.

Scvcral years ago, Barbara Robinson and Diana Granados, borh
of whom work at the Alexander Lindsay Museurn, decided that
thcse non-releasablc birds necded and dcservcd morc than just
being confined to a cage, so thcy dcvcloped a program to bring
voluntcers in for feeding and exercising thesc rapon on a daily
basis. These people became part of the Raptor Team.

I had the geat fortune !o me€t. Diana last January dufing thc
Peregrinc Falcon Project and cvcnEally take hcr class on thc
Raptor Fecding Program and be.omc a tcam member. This
has opened a whole new world to mc. After watching fiesc
rapton for ycars from a distance, suddenly to hold one is awe-
inspinng and humbling. Thesc raptors arc proud birds and cach
has his own personality. They arc not nor can cver bc'pc6."
They olerate our human presence but do not prefcr it. Thcy
arc "loneB" in thc wild and "lorers' in thcir minds and hears.

Falc has bmught us together, but I havc watched them lmk up
into the sky while outside bcing fed, and seen a wistful, eager,
excited, "wishing" gleam come to their eye as they crouch to
spring into the air and soar again. But one cannot soar wi[r
one wing bccause someonc shot thc otrer onc off. And one
cannot soar with wings crippled by rickets from bcing fed im-
properly as a captured baby. Or being rmprinted, or tamed so

trey cannot lake care of themselves in the wild. This thcn is
6err world now.

91ST CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Thc 1990 MDAS Chrisunas Bird Counr will be on Saturday,

December 15. All members and interested guests arc invitcd to
paflicipaE. Every pair of eycs can be helpful in secing birds;
you do not necd to bc an expert birder to paflicipate. tist ycar
wc had l17 participants who tallied 33,707 individual birds of
158 species.

Nationally, thcre are about 1500 counts cach ycar. Valuable
bird populuion lnowledgc has been leamed over hc ycars. Our
count will cover the l5-mile diameter circlc centercd ncar Treat
and Cowell; this includcs most of ML Diablo, Black Diamond
Mines. the Piusburg marshes, somc of Brioncs park, Hcather
Farms, the suburban creeks of Alamo, kfayetle, and Walnut
Crcek, and many otrer green places in Conra Costa County.
Wc also nced fccder and home Barden warchers.

A pot-luck dinner will follow at thc San Ramon Valley Unitcd
Mcthodist Church,902 Danville Blvd., Alamo. Thc church is
1.3 miles south of Stone Vallcy Rmd. All membcrs and Sucsts
arc invited to attend. Plase bring your own tablc scrvicc and a
salad, main dish, or desscrt for 8 to l0 people, plus any scrving
utcnsils necdcd. Please call Barbara Yaughn, 3768732, fu
morc information about thc potluck.

Jimm Edgar is this year's compiler. To pafiicipare, pl@sc sign
up at thc Dcccmbcr mecting, call Jimm at 658-2330, or rctum
this form to Jimm at 4614 Jacobson Ave., Oakland, CA 94618.
Thc cost is S4.m to cover the cxpcnsc of publishing the annual
Christmas Count issuc of Amcrican Birds. Feedcr watchcrs
have no charyc.

o

I would prefcr to bird with one of the ficld Foups on
Christmas Bird Count Day, December 15, 1990.

I would prcfer a hiking area-

I would prefer a less strenuous :uca-

I can monrlor a feeder or garden.

Name:

Telephone:

o (First of 3 parts: next month: "Existing/Living?")

Address:



NEW MEMBERS

Scason's greetings t'o lhesc ncw MDAS mcmbers whom we
hopc to me4t smn: Sch Adams, Lola Alvarez, Mr. and Mrs.
Clarcnce Andrescn, Gloria Austin, Elcanor F. Badgcr, I-csltc
Benson, Phyllis Benucci, Sandra Brislain, Gcne Carroll, C.

Chnstenscn, Tracy Cohen, Jerold Collins, Marilyn Cover,
Wendy Curtis, Marilyn Davis, Sara Eisenlohr, Kcvin Erick-
son, G. A. Fcnsic, Phyllis Ford, A. Gadsby, Vickic Germany,
Richard Fladley, Sigrid llalvorsen, Walt llammontree, William
Henning, Elinor Honey, Val Hulbert, Erncst Katlcr, Eric
Kleinfclter, Lisa Koffinke, Sharon Kwiat, fulinc lawrence,
Fernande lrgcr, R. L. Millcr, Nancy Myers, Robert Oyler,
Elizatlf-th Pcrez, Marilyn Placial, lvlfs. L. M. Prcston, Krisu
Redmond, J. Remis, Allison Ridenhour, Gcncva Robinson,
Joaquin Romcro, Marityn Rosenlof, Robcrt Rowcll, C. S.

Ryerson, Hcnry Scott, Mr. and Mrs. William Smith, Kenneth
Souza, Rick Thompson, Erica Trrebel, Karen Wilson, Vera
Wold, Alfied Wood, and Debbic \ryright

Deaember 1990

YULE SUGGESTIONS a
A must for cvcry Bay Area Birder! Birding at rhe Bottom
oJ the Bay, Sccond Edition, by Sana Clara Valley Au-
dubon Society. 124 pages, 40 birding sites. $10.m plus

$0.72 r,ax = $10.72 at MDAS me€tings, 312.00 by mail.
Complements Jean Richmond's Erdrz g Northern California,
also availablc at tie same pricc.

Roger Tory Petcrson's new third eliion of Field Guide to
Wcstern Birds. 432 pages, 165 color paintings, 441 color
maps. $13.99 plus $1.01 ux = $15.00 at MDAS mcetings,
$16.25 by mail.

Narional Geographic Smiety's Field G ulde to Birds of North
America, Edition I1. Identifies all birds lhat ncst nonh of
Mexico ff mlgrate hrough. 464 pagcs, $14.92 plus $1.08
tax = $16.00 at MDAS meedngs, $17.50 by mail.

These bmks are availablc at meetings or from Salcs Manager
Gifford Young, 1451 Janet Coun, Benicia" CA 94510, (707)

74541y.. Pleasc makc checks payablc to MDAS.
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