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January Program:

A California Transect

o transect \ran(t)s-,ekt\ n: a sample area (as of
vegetation) usually in the form of a long continuous
strip

Bill Brophy, a former member of MDAS, will
present a slide show for our January 3 program of
a transect of Califomia from ocean to Great Basin
and the habitat in benreen. Bill became interested in
birds and natural history while living next door to the
Adamsons. After receiving degrees in economics
and philosophy, he retumed to school for a master's
degree in biology and then a Ph. D. in botany from
U. C. Davis. He worked as the Botany Curator at
the Oakland Museum for three years, then joined the
faculty at Chabot College. He has taught biology,
botany, and marine biology at Chabot for the past
sixteen years. Come join us for an interesting and
most unusual program.

Birding information for January will be a presenta-
tion of slides and sounds of Califomia birds in their
various habitats.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, January
10, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Sheree Doucette,
3642 Granzotto, Concord, 682-627 8. The board
meetings are open to all interested members.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month fTom
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr lane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

Results from the 1990 Christmas Counr, which was
held on December 15, will be in the Febntary Quail.

REDISCOVERED

Our members will be pleased and relieved to know
that Keith Hansen has found the copy of David
Gaines' Birds of Yosemite, which he thought had
been misplaced after he had presented our November
program. Apparently some kind member had ried to
help him after the meeting by packing the book in one
of his boxes. Keith hadn't realized the book was
there until after he had reported the book missing to
our chapter.o



CONSERYATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

WHAT WILL I99I BE LIKE ENVIRONMENTALLY?
First, the long-awaitcd CounLy Gcncral PIan will tinally be

complekd. will it bc totrlly acccptcd? hobably nol, at least

not without some "slrtfe." what wrll happen to projccs such

as Crystyl Ranch? The Alamo Summit Project of 37 new

dwellings on 150 acres? The Rehcz Valtey Road dcvclopment
that proposes to do away witt acrcs of lrees and habitat as wcll
as climinatc half a ccmetary? Thc literally hundrcds of new
dwcllings in t}e Oaklcy and Brentwood area, with tie resultanl
impacs on agricultural lands, highways, and other tacilities?
The (already) controversial toll road o conncct Livcmorc and

Hrghway 80 through east Contra Cosa County, with (wo ncw
bndges across thc bay/estuary? All Urose proposed projecs
wilt probably go forward (providing we don't havc cconomic
catastrophe). Impacts on birds, wildlife, fish, wetlands, and

the biodiversity of thc area will be cause for conccm for each
projccl Thc cumulative effecs spcll more disaster for ecology
of the County.

Thcre is a glimmcr of light. The Caltfomra Policy Scminar
faccd the environmental issucs confronl.ing t}|c pcoplc and the

cnvironment, whrch oI coursc also includes plants, brrds, and
anrmals. "Calfomra Has Alrcady t ost Biodrverstty" headlincs

rhcir repon, whrch includes the sEtement: "Unfonunately, as

morc and morc pcoplc have sought to derive morc and more
wcalth and othcr bcnefits from the State's brological bounty,
wc have contaminatcd the air and walcr, dammed and diverted
lhc rivers, filled in the welands, and plowed undcr thc native
vcgitatron." CPS proposes to solve such problcms by having
a tr{JLNDLf,E to develop state policics or laws for:

l. hotection ofbio-dlversity through sute pohcy.
2. EsEbhshment of a Calitornra Habiht Prote.tion AcL
3. Establishmcnt of tlre Califomia Biodivesity

Conscrvation Board.
4. Establishmcnt of a Cahfomia Biodiversity Rcscarch

Insutul.c,

plus six other lmportart protecdon stcps. The goals of CPS
arc far-reaching, lmportant and tr4fL:LBE doablc. Kccp your
cyc on l]lis!

WATER, WATER, WHERE DOES IT ALL GO?
Evcryonc knows that we've bccn in a drought for four years.

Evcryone has some undcrstandrng of thc disaslrous cffccs that
will ensue IF we don't have LOTS of rain (snow) in 0te next
fcw months. Some have a glimmcring of undcrshnding that
LOTS of watcr is bcing scnt south to the San Joaquin Valley
for larming uscs and to [,os Angclcs and San Dicgo for home
iurd odrer uscs.
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Thc periphcral canal, once pushcd hard as a solution to $e
Statc's watcr problcms, was dcfcatcd decisivcly. futicles in
vanous publicaLron indicarc the wholc issuc may once again

havc rc be fought out. Fur(hcr losses of fresh water flow
tirough San Francrsco Bay could tum l}lat imporlant assct inlo
a morass with rcduced habint for birds, lsh and othcr wildlife.
ImpacB on humans could bc considerable. Even oday, lsh
Ekcn from south bay are olt tlmcs loaded witlt oxics hat can

bc very detrimcnul to humans lf eaen. As pan of the food

charn, all sorts of "crcaturcs" are advcrscly affecrd. Thc statc

agcncy thal rs supposed to protcct the peoplc from excess

amounts of loxics, pesticides, etc., in the bay is proposing o
let the pollu@rs continue to do so for fp[ morc ycars. Scri-

ous objcc[ons have becn filed with t]rc Statc Water Rcsources

Control Board. Bc prepared, thc upcoming battlc will affccl
YOU, no[just lhc birds, bccs, rces, and fish.

CALIFORNIA'S WILD HERITAGE
Califurnia's Wild Herirage, a rccently published paperback

book, gives a uoublesome insight on how prasent practices arc
forming the future and what hat future will bc likc, IF wc

condnue 10 permit thc elimtnation of habitat. Our prescnt
practices arc drrcctly affecting birds, ammals of all sorts, and in
0re end, us humans as well. The bmk is worthy of a "read"

by everyonc interestod in nature and in the future. Robert
Bowerman wrote a concluding shtemeflt tha[ is wo(hy of
much considcration by a.ll of us. Hc wrolc:

"The peoplc of Caftfomia havc rnheril.ed l}te richest

Bft of nature, biodrversrty. lrt us hope ttat we
will provc oursclves wo(hy of that gift."

Put a Chrisunas wrsh m the stocking hangmg by Oe Ftrcplacc,

that we as a peoplc wrll become more environmcnally a[uned
and that in l99l wc will overcome some of our profligate
ways so wc'll save our birds and wildlife.

Happy Christrnas to all and a joyous, happy, healthy 1991.
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FIELD TRIPS

Dr[ficulty of freld rrp:
Carcgory l: Easy, lrttJe or no walkrng, smooth paths
Carcgory 2: Modcratc, I mrleor morc, possibly rough
Catcgory 3: Difflcult, cxtensrvc walking, rough tenain

Saturday, January 5, Putah Creck. Carpool 7:0O a.m.
southwest comer of Sun Valley parkrng lot. MeEl T:45 a.m.
a[ thc intersec[ion of Cherry Glen and Pleasants Vallcy Rds.,
approxrmatcly I mrle nonh of the Chcrry Glen exit from I-80.
Drcss warmly: this rs a cold, wlndy arca. Osprey, Canyon and

Rck Wrens, Pharnopcpla, Hooded Merganscr possible.
Lcader: Florencc Bcnnett, 689-3106 Ca@gory I

Wcdnesday, January 9, Lake Merritt. Carpool 8:00 a.m.,
Acalanes Ave., o[f Plcasant Hill Rd., jusr north of SR24.
Mcct 8:45 a.m. at aviary at t-alc Merritt. From SR24, take
Grand Ave. exit, condnue through stop light to T inl.ersection
with Grand, tum lcft. Tum right into park at Fairyland. Park
in lot bctween boat house and thc Iarge aviary. Wc will sec

ducks and othcr watcrbirds.
Lcadcr: Etrz:bcth Drckey,254-O486 Carcgory 1

Saturday, January 19, Sunol Rcgional Park. Carpool
7:30 a.m. El Ccrro Blvd., just west of I-680, in Danville.
Mcct 8:00 a.m. in parking lot, Sunol Park. Go south on I-80
to Calaveras Rd. Co left under I-80 and four mrlcs south on
Calavcras Rd.; tum lcft on Geary Rd. 2 mrles o park. Watch
and Iisten for Turkey along Geary Rd. Golden Eagles and othcr
mptors usual; Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Dipper, and Canyon
and Rock Wrcns possible.
Lcader: Steve Glovcr,829-720'l Catcgory 2

Wcdnesday, January 23, Grizzly Island Gamc Rcfugc.
Carpool 7:00 a.m. southwest comcr of Sun Vallcy parking lot.
Mcct 8:30 a.m. at Rcfuge headquancrs. Take I-680 nonh, I-80
cast to SRl2. Follow SRl2 through Fairfield; watch for sign
lo Grnzly Island Rcfuge on right and follow thc road [o thc
hcadquaners. Warch for raptors and Shon-carcd Owls.
Lcadcr: Maury Stcm,284-5980 Catcgory I

Thursday, January 31, Los Gallinos. Carpml 7:30 a.m.
southwest comcr of Sun Valley parking lol Mc€t 9:00 a.m.
at enuancc [o John Mclnnis County Park. Go west o Vallclo,
takc SR37 wcst to US 101 and go south on l0l to trc Lucas
Vallcy-Smrth Ranch cxrt. Follow Smith Ranch Rd. to rs cnd
at hc park. Ducks and vanous watcr and wadrng brrds.
Lcadcr: Jrmm Edgar,658-2330 Catcgory I
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS

ALAMEDA SOUTH SHORE, Novembcr l.
A plcasant, clcar mornrng wr0r increasing wrnd for 8 mcmbcrs
and 2 gucsb at hrgh trdc. No Clappcr Rails were secn at cithcr
Alamcda Soutlr Shorc or Arrowhead Manh. The highlight was
$c long close lmk a[ a Coopcr's Hawk pcrched on a yard fcnce
adjoining the Alamcda shoreline. A[ Alameda, ftcre wcrc largc
numbcrs of avoccts, godwrts, Dunlrn, Black-bcllrcd Plovcrs,
and Sanderlings, l0-12 curlews,3-4 Rcd Knots, and a srngle
rmmature Heermann's Gull. At Anowhead, the most intercst-
rng sight was 2 Mmrhens swrmming in the open water with
thc scaup. A total of 44 species secn.

Elizabeth Dickey

ABBOTTS LAGOON, Novembcr 3.
l0 mcmbers and I guest spent a wondcrful fall day at Pt Reyes
wrth 65o weather, bluc skres and no wrnd. 101 spccics wcre
sccn. Hightighs includcd warching a fecding flock of Town-
scnd's warblers, Goldcn-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglc6,
and Cheshut-backed Chickade€s closc enough[ so as lo not need

binoculars; cxcellent vrews of a sub-adult Golden Eagle; two
srghtrngs of a Prairie Falcon and onc Merlin causrng maJor

disress among thc shorebird flocks at Abbo['s kgoon. Othcr
sightings includcd Canada Goose, Osprey, about 20 Snowy
Plovers, an immaturc Lewis' Woodpccker, Wrnter Wren, and
dozcns of Red Crossbills.

Maury Srcm

LAFAYETTE RESERVOIR, Novembcr 14.

Ovcrcast and dflzzle did nol. discourage 5 birdcrs who laatcd 43

spcaies despite thc unfavorable conditions. The best sighting
was a Califomia Thrashcr which stayed in futl view for about a

mrnute at a drinking lountain. Thcre were numerous Ring-
ncckcd Ducks and a srnglc Redhead among the birds on he lakc.
Fox Sparrows werc unusually abundant and easily seen scratch-
rng along the trailside.

Elizaberh Drckcy

CHARLESTON SLOUGH, November 17.

Tcn brrders spent a bcautiful, highty productive day whrch wc
dcdrcatcd to Jean Richmond who couldn't be with us. High-
hghls rncluded thc Snowy Egret x Little Bluc Heron hybrid,
Blue-winged Tcal, Eurasian Wigcon, Barrow's Goldeneye, Sora,
Pcrcgrinc Falcon, Common Moorhen, and Clapper and Virginia
Rarls. 77 spe{ics wcrc secn.

Stcvc Clovcr

ALTAMONT, Novcmbcr 28.
Srx brrdcrs spcnt a chiily Novembcr morning wishing it wcrc
warmcr and dal lhcrc wcre as many raptors as there uscd to bc.
On thc other hand, our day rncludcd 9 Fcnuginous Hawks, I
Goldcn Eaglc, I harric Falcon, and l8 Mountain Blucbirds.
Thc highlrght of thc day was a plcasant surprise: a Rcd-ncckcd
Grcbc strll rctarning much of is brecding plumage at Clrfton
courl Forcbay' Sixty-thrcc spccics wcrc srcn 

sLcvc Grover
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rps arc opcn to mcmbers and nonmcmbcrs alikc. Carpoo
tlmc rs dcparturc trmc. Carpool cxpcnse: 5 c4nts pcr mlle
pcr rider is suggcstcd: lolls and cnEy fccs arc sharcd cqually
by driver and ridcrs. Bring binoculars, Iield guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rarn or drizzlc; if rn doubt, call lcadcr up to

hour bclorc rc lrmc.
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OBSERVATIONS
by Shtryn Fernandez

Plcase scnd obscrvations to Sharyn Femandcz,
3l David Drivc, Concord, CA 94518, or call7984723

PIcasc include your tclcphone numbcr wi$ your observations.

Whilc Pclican: l0 on I120 at Sunol Regional Park. (KH)
Cal.llc Egret: I on l2lll at Lake McrritL (FB, MJC)
Whrtc-faced Ibis: scvcral on l2l2 at Cotusa Wildlife Refuge
(H&NB): sevcral on l2l5 along Santa Fe Gradc Rd. and at
Merccd l.{WR (BW).
Wood Stork: I on I l/20 at Sebastopol. (FB, MJC; on RBA)
Tundra Swan: 2!0+ on 122 along Woodflff Rd., Marysville.
(H&NB)
"Cacklins" a Goose: I on 1120 at Royal Vista Golf
Coursc, San Ramon. (KtI)
Blue-wrn Eed Teal : 8 on 1214 at Mtn. Vlcw Sanitary Dlsrricr..
(ruD
Gadwall: 6 from lll22 to l2l5 on t-ake Cascade, Orinda.
(H&NB)
Canvasback: 2 trcrl. 11lZ2 to 1215 on Lake Cascade. (H&NB)
Bgd!&ad: 2 males on l2l11 at Lake Mcrriu. (FB, MJC)
Rrng-nccked Duck: 15+ from llnzb l2l5 onl-ake Cascadc.
(H&NB)
Common Goldcnc!,e: 1 female on 122 at the Dow Wctlands
Prescnc. (SH)
Barrow's Goldcneye: 20 pairs on lull at LaIe Merrif.
(MJC, FB)

- Bufflehcad: l2-20 from 11n2 ao l2l5 on Lake Cascade
(H&NB)i I on 122 at Dow Wetlands Prcserve (SH).
Common Merganser: I on 11/24 at Heathcr Farms. (HH)
Hoodcd Merganser: I ftom 11122 to 1215 on L-ake Cascade.
(H&NB)
Ospre!,: I on lllzT atll,fayeue Rescrvoir (H&NB): I on l2ll

- at Purah Creck (RL).
Coopcr's Hawk: I on l2l2 atl-afayette Reservoir. (B\ry)
Coldcn Eaglc: I on l2ll at Sacramcnb NWR. (H&NB) /,.J.
Pcregrine Falcon: I on 1ll13 a[ Doran Park. Bohnas: '
(H&NB)
Black Rail: I on l2l4 at Palo Alto Baylands. (MJC, MOb)
Vrrginia Rail: I on l116 at Coyorc Hills Reglonal Park.
(H&NB)

Sqa: I on 1 l/6 a[ Coyote Hills Regronal Park. (H&NB)
Sandhill Cranc: 22@ oa 1'l127 along Woodbridgc Rd. (FB,
MJC); 12 on lzn aL Buttc, Sink, Suucr Buuos NWR (H&NB).
Snowy Plovcr: 2 winering at Alamcda Sourh Shore. (JH)
Grcatcr Yellowlcgs: I on 11f22 at Colusa WR. (H&NB)
Lcsscr Yellowlcqs: I on 122 at Colusa WR. (H&NB)
Spottcd Sandprpcr: I from I l/6 |,o l?6 at t-akc Cascadc (NB);
I on l2ll I in channcl at lancy Collcge (FB, MJC).
Common Snipc: I on l2l2 ar. Dow Wctlands Prescrvc (SH)i I
on l2l3 at Hiddcn Lakcs, Maflinez (PR); I on l2l5 bcrwcen
Hwy. 4 and tlrc Sur Joaquln Rrvcr) (H&NB).
Ancrcnt Murrclct: 1 on ll/12 in thc occan off Bodcga Bay
Hcadlands. (KH, CF) Thcse munclcts arc common thrs far
south only cvcry l0 yels or so.
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Trec Swallow: I at Colusa WR. (NB)
Whitc-breastcd Nuthatch: I on lll15 rn therr Orinda yard.
(M&EL)
Brown Creeoer: I on I l, in treir Orinda yard. (M&EL)
Canyon Wren: I on I 126 at Mt. Diablo Slztc Park. (KtI)
Varicd Thrush: I on I126 in his Walnut Creek yard (MB); I
on l2l4 in their Orinda yard (H&NB).
Bendirc's Thrasher: I at 333 Jahant Rd., todi (FB, MJC). Has

bccn hcre five of the last six winters.
Golden-crowned Kingleu 10-20 in thcir Onnda yard (M&EL)
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: I on 1ll15 by the Hwy. I bridge ar he
Carmcl River. (JE)
Mountain Bluebird: I oa l2l2 at W. Bu[e Rd. at Buttc Sink.
GI&NB)
Black-throated Gray Warbler: 1 on lll15 by the Hwy. I bridge
at the Carmel River. (JE)
Townsend's Warblen 5 on I160 in their Orinda yard. (M&EL)
Common Ycllowthroal: I on 11/16 a! Mtn. View Saniury
Distnct- (BW)
Summcr Tanager: I on I l/15 by fre Hwy. I bridgc at Carmel
River. (JE)
Sham-taifed Spanow: I ol l2l4 alPalo AIto Baylands. (MJC,
FB)
Whrte-throated Sparrow: I frcm 1ln7 through 1216 in hcr
Martincz yard. @W)
Tricolored Blackbird: I on lV22 at Ellis L.akc Pa*, Concord
(SF); 1 on lzn at Hidden Lakes Park (DW).
Brown-he€ded Cowbird: 25 on lllZ5 atl,tIDSP. (KH, GF)
Evening Crosbeak: 5-6 on I l/14 at Scbasr,opol. (MJC)

Observers: Hugh and Norah Bain, Michacl Be€ve, Florcnce
Bcnnett, Mary Jane Culver, Jimm Edgar, Etizabeth Edgenon,
Gcorge Finger, Hugh Harvey, Scott Hein, Jel Hen, Kevrn
Hintsa, Margaret and Emile l:crampe, Rick taezman, Many
Observers, Pamela Ryan, Barbara Sandkuhl, Denise Wight, and
Bob Wisecawcr.

CLASSES

Norah Bain's winter field class in birding will be held on each
Tuesday in March from 9:@ a.m. to l:00 p.m. Thc class is
suitablc for beginning and intermediate birders. Plcase rcgistcr
at thc Orinda Community CenEr, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA
94563,254-2445, bcginnrng on January 8. Thc fee rs $37 lor
Orinda rcsidens, $39 for non-residents. For more information,
plcasc call Norah a12544516.

Thc San Francisco Bay Bird Observaory announces a scnc\ ol
wildhfc classes and natural hrsbry tours availablc !o trc gcncrrl
public hroughout thc coming year. Thc first class is Gull ldcn-
[ificalion, bcgrnnrng January 16. For morc informatron and a
complcrc schedule, plcasc call or wnre SFBBO, P. O. Box 247,
Alviso, CA 95m2, (408) 946-6548.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

o by Jim Lomax

"Existinglliving? "

Raptors, Iike othcr lifc forms, do become injured once in a

while. Lots of times, this is a natural occurrence...likc not
secing that branch. And many of these rapbrs rccover. But
much loo oftcn humans are involvcd. Wc have buitt such
tlings as windmill farms and high tension elecrical lincs.
Even worsc, there arc the cretins among us who shoot raptors
for fun.

Somc of these birds comc 1o the Alexander Lindsay Museum
and grear pains are taken to repair and hea.l them. Thc goal is
l.o make each bird healfiy cnough to sunivc when relcased.
Howcvcr, a wing sometimes must be amputatcd or wonl heal
suaighl, handicapping thc bird for lifc. Anothcr bird which
was captured as a baby and raised on an improper diet may havc
rickets, causing dcformcd wings. Yct another may have bcen
imprintcd and nol know how o carch fmd and fend for ilself.
All these btds slay for thc rest of their lives rn the care of fte
muscum. For years, that mcant existing in a small confincd
area rndoors s€curcd l,itr a short lcash to a perch. This night-
mare aller having flown wild and frec.
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homes for a few montrs frec of crowds and sress, having to
deal with no one except the team member.

This entire program has had a gle€t beneficial impact on tie
birds' physical and mental healti. Their weighs are normal and

carefully moniored. Thcir feathcrs are full and clean. Their dis-
positions show intcrcst in what's lcft of ticir livcs and tiey
se€m l.o lmk forwad to $c activity. This cenainly sdmulares
their lives and gives them choiccs.

lmagine for a moment, you are going about your lifc and arc
suddcnly shot by crearurcs you dont undcrstand Thcn you have
your arm chopped off, and are confined to a box...for...cver. No
rcpricvc. No court to decidc your fate. No mother to scc and
give sympathy. Living? or existing?

As the tcam members wo* with these birds and as the birds tol-
erate us, we kccp this in mind and do as much as wc can to hclp
them and mantain thcir dignity.

(In tvturch, "Meet the Raptors.")

HERON AND EGRET COLONIES
in CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Since the announcement of thc North Bay Counties Heron and
Egrt Project in Ocober, somc nesting sites have becn located
in Contra Costa County. Also thc repon for thc 1990 breeding
season in Marin, Sonom4 Napa and Solano Counties has bccn
complclcd. If you would sdll like !o jon other birders in this
project by spending two days in the May-Junc season, or if
you'd like more information, please call or write Norah Bain aI
32 Via Farallon, Orinda, CA 94563,29,4516, or John Kclly
at Cypress Grovc Preserve, P. O. Box 808, Marshall, CA
94940, (415) 663-8203. Therc will bc an organizational mc€t-
ing for Hcron and ESIer Project ficld obs€rvers h February. Wc
would still like to hear about any othcr known breeding sltcs,
cspecially on private property.
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a Several years ago, Balbara Robrrxon and Diana Granados, both
of whom work at thc museum, decided to change all that and
dcveloped a program whereby voluntecB were Eaincd and
formcd into Raptor Tcams. Thesc teams come to ftc muscum
every day cxccpt Monday and work with these magnrfrcent,
proud birds o ma.ke tie birds' Iives, agonrzing as thcy are, a
httlc more interesting, stimuladng, and healthy.

Six days a we€k now, Monday bcing a fast day, Red-tailcd,
Swainson's, Femrginous, and Harlan's Hawks, t ong-carcd,
Shon-eared, Bam and Greal Homcd Owls, falcons, and Turkcy
Vultures are lakcn oul of thcir cagcs and out of dmrs to sit
tcthered in the lrees or on perchcs wherc they can sun ftem-
sclvcs, be exercised, and be fcd. Thosc bids 6at are able to fly
are flown from pcrson to person for food, giving them the
maximum in exercise and mental bcnctil Even crippled birds
Iook forward to and are flown lhc short distances ftey are ablc.
Birds with one wing get fte oppoflunity ro walk around rhc
ground on long tchers, although somc do nol always avail
themselves, preferring Lo sit utder a trec instead. All thcse
birds are cncouraged to eat while perched on a Rapbr Tcam
mcmber's gloved fist and are s,eighed before and afer every
mcal. Each day all birds are h6sed down for rheir barhs. Many
trmcs, one or two birds will go out to a schml as parl o[ an
cducauonal program. And, of course, many peoplc big and
lildc come to tle muscum !o view and lo learn.

Evcry few montrs, thcsc birds are rotatcd. Only about halfthc
raptors are at thc museum at onc time, the resl. bcing on
"R&R" staying off thc premises at vaflous tcam mcmbcr's
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NEW MEMBERS

Wc cxtend warm grcctjngs o thesc ncw MDAS mcmbcrs and
hopc [o mect thcm smn: E. M. Alsrcr, Pamcla Baer, Ruth
Barcelon, Allyson Brady, David Buddc, Cynthra Campbcll,
Rlby Davrs, Ann Douglass, Ian Dunn, Mrs. J. A. Flonollr,
Linda Goad, Ronald Gruncr, John Hall, Carol Harkin, Mary
Hcredia, Robcrta A. Husscy, Mr. and Mrs. K. Kingbury, D.

Larivers, Joan Lec, Bob and Diane Macdonough, Bob Macs,
Mrs. J. M. Murdock, S. L. Nielsen, Mary On, R. Ott, Mrs.

Quentin Reynolds, Mrs. John Scver, W. K. Sisson, Cynthia
Sadler, George Stanlcy, Vemon Stricklln, Kathy Tussy, Brian
Weydcmullcr, and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wilkins.

January l99l

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT

A must for every Bay Area Btrder! Birding a, lhe Botlom
ol the Ba!, Second Edilion, by Santa Clara Vallcy Au-
dubon Society. 124 pagcs, 40 birding srtcs. $10.00 plus

S0.72 lax = $10.72 at MDAS me€tings, 312.00 by mail.
Complcmcns Jean Rlchmond's Eirdizs Northcrn California,
also available at the same pricc.

Rogcr Tory Petcrson's new third eliton of Ficld Guide to
Western Birds, 432 pagcs, 165 color pantings, 441 color
maps. $13.99 plus $1.01 tar = $15.0 at MDAS mecUngs,

$16.25 by mail.

National Gcographic Smiety's Field G uidc o Birdr of North
America, Edition //. Idendfics all birds $at nest noflh of
Mexlco or migratc through. 464 pagcs. 314.92 plus $1.08
rax = $16.00 at MDAS mcctings, 517.50 by mail. ,e'

Thesc bmks are availabte at me€tings or from Sa.les ]vfanagcr

Cilford Young, 1451 Jancl Court, Bcnicia, CA 94510, (707)
7454134. Plcasc make chccks payable to MDASi 

,
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oThe Quail is published monthly ercept for the conbined JulylAugtlst issue. Audubon membership includes subscriptrcns to the

Quail and Auttubon nagazine- To join ($31lyear individual, $38family: intoductory and senior rates available), write a check to
National Au.dubon Socrcty but send it, with letter or subscription card, to the Merlbersfup Chairperson, Diane Macario,2425 Maple
Ave., Concord, CA 94520. The Chapter benefits firuncially from nembcrsfup applications il processes. Full Audubon mcmbership is
encouraged, but subscliplion to the Quail is availablc separate from memberslup at $8lyear. The check should be nade to MDAS a

railed to the MDAS Treosurer, Florence Bennett, P.O- Box 31435, Walnut Creck, CA 94598. Frst class ,tailng of thc Quail to
mcmber or ranmember is an additional $3lyear payable to MDAS & sent lo lhe Trcesurer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND I|4EMBERSIIIP INFORMATION: Consuk Diane Macario, (415) 229-0920.

Barbara Burek, Editor, 157 Mt.Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (415) 229-0394

Erchonge bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audubon Society, P. O. Box 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94596, pkase
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February Program:

Nature in Winter

o At our February 7 meeting, Phil Gordon, noted
Bay Area conservationist, naturalist, and teacher,
will speak about winter ecology. The talk will high-
light western winter scenery, activities, and animal
adaptation. Featured will be snowshoeing in Sierra
valley and recent big freeze scenes in Del None and
Humbolt Counties.

Phil has given several excellent presentations to our
chapter. He is active in Ohlone Audubon Society,
serving as President and Chrisrnas Count compiler
and panicipating in other chapter activities. He is
best known locally for his Acalanes Wednesday
night bird identifrcation class which has started many
pmple in birding and related activities.

The time normally devoted to Bird Information in
February will be given to Sunne Wright McPeak,
Contra Costa County Supervisor for District 4. She
will speak on matters of great interst and importance
to Audubon members. Come and bring questions.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr lane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

30 Doors open
0O Birding Information
30 Business Meeting
00 Social Half-hour
30 Program

Al McNabney will return next month with his
"Conservation Notes" and Jim Lomax will conclude
his three-part series on raptor rehabilitation at the
Lindsey Museum. The program at the March general
meeting will be given by Paul Matzner of the Natural
Sounds Libmry at the Oakland Museum.

6
7
7
8
8

The next board meeting will be Thursday, February
14, at'7:3O p.m., at the home of Shirley Ellis, 353
Westcliffe Circle, Walnut Creek, 939-9091. The
board meetings are open to all interested membem.

Christrnas Count Resuls - Page 3

Observations - Page 4a



Tnps arc opcn 10 membcrs and nonmcmbcrs alike. Carpoo
time is depanurc time. Carpool expcnse: 5 c€nts pcr mile
pcr rider is suggestcd; lolls and entry fees are shared equally
by drivcr and nders. Bring binoculars, licld guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or dnzzlc; if in doubt, call lcadcr up lo

re ume,2 hour bcforc

FIELD TRIPS

Drfficultv f l'icld fiD:
Category l: Easy, littlc or no walking, smmth paths
Catsgory 2: Moderatc, I mile or more, Fnssibly rough
Category 3: Difficult extensive walkrng, rough terrain

Saturday, February 2, Srn Mateo Coast. Carpool 6:30
a.m. on El Nido Ranch Rd., Orinda, just east of S1. Stcphcns
Dr. off Hwy. 24. Meea a[ 8:15 a.m. in parking tot off SR 1

opposite Pcscadero Road. Cross San Mateo Bridgc, contlnuc
wesl on SR 92 to Half Moon Bay, go left on SR I for 15

miles to Pcscadero Rd., turn right inro parking lot. Can be
cold and windy, someumes hoL
Leader: Barbara Vaughn,376-8732 Catcgory 2

Thursday, February 7, Thornton. Carpool 7:30 a.m., south-
west corner of Sun Valley parking lot. Mect 8:45 a.m. in park
at end of Glascrck Rd. Take SR 4 to Anrich Bridge (roll), go
north along river 10 Rro Visla. Turn cas! on SR 12 for ll.5
miles, then turn left onto Glascock Rd. Hawks, Tundra
Swans, Sandhilt Cranes, and grassland birds. Trip will go in
Iight rain. I f questions, cal I thc leadcr.
Leader: Elizabeth Dickey,254-0486 Carcgory I

Wednesday, February 13, Berkelcy shorcline. Carpool
8:00 a.m. on El Nido Rd. Take Acalancs Road exit from
Hwy. 24; follow signs for Uppcr }lappy Valley Rd. and park
on El Nido. Mc€t at 8:30 a.m. rn rc parking lot ar rhe norrh
cnd of fte Emcryvrlle Marina. Take Hwy. 24, []m nonh onro
I-80. Take &c first exit, Powcll St., tum lcft under he free-
way and follow Powcll to the Holiday Inn. Park in parking
lot. May be cold and windy. Many rnrcresting birds tu-rn up
along this walerfronl, inctuding lmns. grcbes, and bay ducks.
Leader: Dcnisc W i9ht,228-260l Cacgory 1

Saturday-Sunday, February l6-17 (altemate in case o[ bad
weather, Fcbruary 23-24), Honey Lekc (Sage Grouse).
Those going should call the leader for de@ils of meeting rimcs
and places. We will bird Honey [-ake NWR and othcr arss.
Raptors and Northern Shrike are among the other possiblides.
It is about a mile walk to rhe lck up a muddy dirt road before
daylight. Bring a flashlight and lors of warm, laycred clothing
and hot liqurds. Expcct cold. Fast route (bur highcr pass), I-80
[o Reno and US 395 norti. Ar Johnsronvlllc, US 395 tums
east loward Lirchfield and Honey t:kc NWR, SR 36 gocs
north to Susanville and fod and lodging. A slower but lower
clevation route is SR 32 our of Chico to SR 36 and east ro
Susanvillc. This is also a birdier routc. To reach thc NWR

February l99l
headquarters, tum south on Mapes Rd. from US 395 (aboul 3

mitcs east of Litchlicld).
LJader: Maury Stem,284-5980 Category 3

Thursday, February 28, Fivc Brooks - Bolinas Lagoon.
Carpml 7:00 a.m. a[ southwesl. corner of Sun Valley parking
lot. Meet 8:30 a.m. in front of Audubon Canyon Ranch. Go
wcst through Vallcjo and contlnue wcst on SR 37 to A$enon
Blvd. On crossing 101, Athcrton be.omcs San Marin Drive.
Atjunction with Novato Blvd, tum right and continuc to cnd at
Pt. Reyes - Pctaluma Rd. Tum left and go to SR l; lelt agarn
on SR I to Audubon Canyon Ranch. This round-about rourc
should avoid most of the commutc Faffic. For furthcr detail,
call Eliabeth Dickey, 254-0486.

Category 2

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

PALO ALTO BAYLANDS, Dcccmber l
Seven obscrvers had a clear plcasant day wirh a vcry high ride.
Sevcn Clappcr Rails werc obscrved at close range, and a single
Black Rail was secn ygy bricfly. A Shary-hiled Sparrow was
more cooperativc. Over 60 qrccies were seen.

Elizabeh Dickcy

NILES CAT.IYON GRAVEL PITS, Dccember 6
Thc dry, clc$, warm! day was a great succcss. Nine mcmben
and gucsls saw 65 spccics, including thc hoped for Spotted
Sandpiper and Crccn-backed Heron. Ovcrall numben wcre low,
probably reflecting thc lack of warcr. Thc highlighrs of thc rrip
were a pair of Hooded Mcrgansers and an immature Pcrcgrine
Falcon. We werc able b put tlre scope on fie falcon a! about
75 yards and watch him for somc timc. He also chased an
American Kcsrel right ovcr our heads. What an lmpressive
srght!

Jimm Edgar

SACRAMENTO VALLEY REFUGES, Decembcr 8-9.
Although thc carly mornings wcrc quile cool, twenty-four
mcmbers and gues6 enjoycd two warm and sunny days vicwing
the myiad of waterfowl wintcring in the Butte Sink area.
Ross's Geese were numcrous amongst fic thousancls of Snow
Gecse, and onc blue morph of thc lattcr sprecics was spotted
flying in one of thc skcins. Somc 69 species wcre rccorded for
Ule trip toEl. Threc Eurasian Wigcon drakes were obscrved and,
although diving ducks are uncommon due to the shallow water,
approximatcly fifteen Ring-nccked Ducks were seen well at one
point on the Sacramcnto Refugc. Tcn people shared Saturday's
brding exprcriences that evcning ovcr an exccllent dinner rn
Willows. In retrosp€cl, we werc fonunalc, as Montlay brought
much necded rain lo thc arc€-

Harry Adamson
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THE RALPH HUDGINS I99() CHRISTMAS COUNT RESULTS

The MDAS 1990 Chrisunas Count, dedicated to Ralph Hudgins, was held on Sa[.rday, Decembcr 15, a day witr 25" temperarucs
and snow at the higher elevations of Mt Diablo. The 70 observers in 20 parties and 6 feeder watchers saw 156 species (2 shon of
our 158 rccord set last year) and 34,500 individuals (up about 1,000 from 1989). Of special note were 28 Whitc Pelicans seen by
three or four groups, only the sccond time in ten years this species has bccn seen. Four Bluc-winged Teal and a Hooded Mcrganser
scen by Florence Bennctl's grcup in the souft cnd of Shell Marsh werc great finds. Bob Richmond's group at Mallard Rcservoir had
Eurasian Wigeon, Barrow's Goldeneye, and first-ever Chnstmas Count Red-brc€sed Merganser and Ruff. Thc Ruff is a bird not even
lisl.ed on thc compilation form, which wilt tctl you how rare it is this time of y%r. Kamran Alavi's group in Mirchell Canyon had
an Orange-crowned Warbler and two malc Mountain Bluebirds. They also found our only Ravcn, Huton's Vireo, and Tree Swallow.
Sharyn Fernandez's group, on Lime Ridge, found a Bluc-gray Gnarcarchcr, one of thc few that we have rccorded in thc last ten years.
During the count period wc also saw Canyon \ ren, White-throated Swift (never bcforc missed on tre count day), and a Slate-colorcd
Junco at Jean Richmond's feeder. Thanks again to all our panicipants and paflicularly thosc from other chaprrs.

Jimm Edgar, Compitcr

Red-thrcated t.oon
Pied-b led Grebe
Homed Grcbe
Fared Grcbc
Wcstem GretE
Clark's Grebc
American Whnc Pclican
Double-crested Cormorant
American Biuem
Great Blue Heron
Great Eget
Snowy Egret
GrEen-bekcd Heron
Black-crcwncd Night-heron
Greater white-fronted Gmsc
C€nada Gmsc
Wood Duck
Grecr-winged TeaI
Mallard
Northem Prnuil
Bluc-wingcd TeaI
Crnnamon Tcal
Northem Shoveler
Gadwall
Eurasian Wigmn
American Wigeln
Canvasback
Ring-necked Duck
Common Goldencye
Barrow's Goldencye
Bumeh€ad

Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breascd Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Turkey Vultulc
Black-shouldcred Kite
Nonlem Harrier
Sharp-shinncd tlawk
Coper's Hawk

Rcd-shouldered tlawk
Red-tailcd tlawk
Fem-rginous Hawk
Golden Eagle
Amcrican Kestrcl
Merl-rn
PeEgrine Falcon
Prairic Falcon
Ring-neckcd Pheasant

Califomia Quail
Black Rail
Virginia Rail
Sora
Common Mmrhen
Amcrican Coot
Killdcer
Black- necked Stilt
American Avocet
Greater Yellowlegs
IJsser Yellowlegs
Willer
Spoued Sandpiper
Marbled Godwit
Westem Sandpiper
kas Sandpiper
Duntin
Ruff
Short-billed Dowirchcr
tong-brlled Dowircher
Common Snipe
Bonaparrc's Gull
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Califomia Cutl
Hening Gutl
Thayer's Gull
Westem Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Rock Dove
Band-taded Pigeon

Mouming Dovc
Bam Owl
Wcscm Scrccch-owl
Grea1 Homed Owl
Burrowing Owl
Shon€red Owl
Whitc-ttr@tld Swift (cp)
Anna's Hummingbird
Belted Kingfsher
Acom Woodpecker
Rcd-bllased Sry$cker
Nuuall's Woodpeckcr
Downy !ffoodpecker

Hairy Woodpeckcr
Nonlem Flicker
Black Phebe
Say's Phocbc
Homed LlIk
Trcc Swallow
Stcller's Jay
Scrub Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
Che,stsrut-backed Chickadee
Plain Tirnouse
Bushtit
Red-brcasted NurlErch
White-brezsted Nuthatch
Bron n Crcepcr
Rck Wrcn
Canyon Wren (cp)
Bcwick's Wren
Marsh Wrcn
Golden-crovmed Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kingler
BIue-gray Gnatcarcher
Westem Bluebid
Mounlain Bluebird
Hermit Thrush

American Robin
Varied Thustr
Wrentit
Northem Makingbird
Ca.lifomia Thrashcr
American Pipit
Ccda Waxwing
Phainopepla
Loggeftd Shrikc
Euopcan Skrling
Hutlon's Vireo
Orange+rowned Warblcr
Ycllow-rumped Warbler
Townscnd's Warbler
Common Ycllowthroat
Rufous-sided Towhcc
Califomia Towhcc
Rufous-crorNncd Spanow
tark Spanow
Savannah Stanow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Linmln's Spanow
Whitc-throated Spanow
Golden*mwned Sparrow
White+rowncd Spanow
Dark-eycd Junco
Red-winged Blackbtud

Tricolored Blackbird
Wescm Mcadowlark
Brewer's Blackbird
Bmwn-headed Cowbird
Purple Finch
House Finch
Pinc Siskin
t esser Goldhnch
lawrence's Goldfinch
American Goldfinch
House Sprrow

o



OBSERVATIONS
by Sharyn Fernandez

Pleasc scnd observali<.rns o Sharyn Fcmandez,
3 l Davrd Dnve, Concord, CA 94518, ot ca117984723.

Please includc your telephonc numbcr with your obsewadons.

Rcd-throated Lmn: I on l2l3l at the Alameda Cre€k Quames
Rcgional Recreational Area, Fremont. (SG)
Rcdhead: I on t2l31 at the Alameda Creek Quanies. (SG)

Tufted Duck: I on 1220 at Ma.llard Reservoir, Concord. (SE,

TC, EB)
Hooded Merganser: I femalc on l2l13 at Shcll Marsh, Maruncz
(FB, MJC); 6 on 12/31ar the Alameda Crcck Quames. (SG)

Rcd-necked Phalarooe: 2 on 12123 atDolan Beach, Bodega Bay.
(sE)
Canyon Wren: 2 ot 12f,8 in tJrc Sunol Regional Wildemess,
Sunol. (SG)
Rock Wren: I on 1229 along Non}rgate Rd. (KH, SF)
PharnoDella: I femalc on 12n7 

^t 
}lidden Lakes, Marunez.

@!v)
Nonhem Watenhrush: 1 ot l2U atBodega Bay. (FB, MJC)
Clay-colored Sparrow: 2 ol l2DZ along PincGulch Creck in
Bolinas. (SC)

February 1991

White-throatcd Sparrow: 1 on 122 in his l.afayette backyard
(MS); 1 thru l2/J I in hcr Martinez yard (DW).

Era.u-bLiog: I on 12116 in Santa Cruz. (FB; also on RBA)

Obscrvers: Ethel Beckerman, Florencc Bennctt, Tom Castro,

Mary Jane Culver, Shirley Ellis, Sharyn Fernandez, Steve

Glover, Kevin Hinlsa, Skip Johnson, Maury Stem, and Denise

Wight.

NEW MEMBERS

Wc are happy to greet tlrcse new MDAS mcmbers and hopc o
mcct t}lem soon: Aaron Bargcr, L:ura Cardcn, Kathy Clark,
Bcverly A. Denny, Bill Egan, M$. Joscph Fox, Ken Furlow,
Lisa Gandy, Jamcs R. Gillam, Karen Giorgianni, Suc Crant,
Helcn Grubb, Randec Isenharger, Edwin Katibah, J. L. tamar,
Ray Manzon, Cholly Mills, Roland Mora, Chartote Pel@y,

Gerald Raftcry, Anih Rama, Greg Rudolph, Karcn and Dan
Sandri, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Schafcr, Ruth Scfuemp, Ona E.

Shatran, James Stephcns, and Linda tcnturi.
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March Program:

Quiet Places: An Endangered Habitat?

o
Have you ever sought quiet? Where would you go
to escape the constant noise of civilization and listen
to the voices of nature? Even at many of our parks
and refuges, the sound of cars, airplanes, and even
other people are present. Our March 7 speaker,
Paul Matzner of the Natural Sounds Library at the
Oakland Museum, will talk about sound recording,
play examples of natural sounds, and examine the
concept of quiet as an integral part of the defrnition of
wilderness. Join us for this unusual presentation.

Paul Maener has been interested in nature's sounds
since his childhood in Long Island, New York. He
studied molecular and cellular biology at University
of Pennsylvania and animal behavior at Rutgers. He
was a Ranger Naturalist in the Everglades National
Park, and an educator in the Oakland Junior Center
of Art and Science and the Natural Sciences Depan-
ment of the Oakland Museum. He was asked to
record natural sound for the Oakland Museum in
1983 and has expanded the collection since then. He
also co-founded the Nature Sounds Society in 1983.

March Bird Information will be a dual presentation.
John Kelly, biologist at the Audubon Canyon Ranch
Cypress Grove Preserve, will speak on the "Nonh
Bay Counties Heron and Egret Project," a program
monitoring heron and egret nests. Phillip Loring
Green, who has exhibited at the Smithsonian and the
Oakland Museum, will show his beautiful slides of
herons and egrets.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at th6 Willow'Creek Center,
1026 Mohr lane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:ffi Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be on Thursday, March
14, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Jimm Hgar, 4614
Jacobus Ave., Oakland, 658-2330. Board meetings
are open to all interested members.

Soecial Note

Al McNabney, our vice-president for conservation
has been selected to receive the prcstigious John Muir
Memorial Association Conservation Award for 1991.
The award will be presented at the annual dinner of
the Association on Tuesday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m. at
the Masonic Auditorium in Martinez. Members of
Audubon can also honor Al by attending thc dinner.
Advanced reservations are required. Call the John
Muir Historic Site at 228-8860 for more information
and for reservations.
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CONSERVATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

GEORGE MILLER TO CHAIR INTERIOR COMMITTEE
Contra Costa County's Congcssman George Miller has becn

namcd the Acdng Charrman of thc House Interior Commitlee -

Interior and lnsular Affain. That's GOOD NEWS!!!!!!! Miller
is wcll known [o Audubon pcoplc. His interesls in wetlands,

wildlife, water, and oit spills and tre t-agic results thcreof havc

bccn tcsed over lhc past few years. Mittcr's legislation rc San

Joaquin Vatlcy wetlands and the nccd for adcqualc, unsPoilcd

waler havc becn envimnmentally imponant cfforts. His anen-

rion to duty and his ability to "look at lllc bi8 picturc" have

bcen important asscs in his scrvicc !o thc pcoplc of Contra

Costa County, the Statc and the Nation. Mo Udall, thc former
chairman, was scen as a towering figurc, bascd on his work
with tirs committec. wc arc certain Millcr's Chairmanship
will carry on the Udall legacy. In the cnd, the pcople, wildlife,
and the cnvironment wiu be bctter off as a rcsult of Miller's
new responsibilities.

WETLANDS
The NEl4. Contra Costa County General PIan (the bible rc
tand usc) will, for tie hrst time, have "some' prorcctions for
tn remaining wetlands. A requiremcnt for mitigation calls for
threo acres for every one used for somc project or other. The
god set fonh in thc General Plan calls for NO net loss of
wctlands during thc tcrm of the General Plan, i.e. 20 years.

The County's Fish & Wildlife Committc€ ProPoscd a VERY
strong wetland poticy. That proposal was latcr watered down

by County Staff, so whilc the County now has a wetland use

policy, it could have been much srongcr. Timc will tell how
wcll the wctland prolections work. Audubon folks will bc

watching this one closely.

McAVOY YACHT HARBOR IN THE NEWS AGAIN
BCDC will hold a hcaring Fcbruary 2l at l:00 p.m. in the
Metrocenter, 101 8(h St., Oakland, to hear and consider a pro-
posal involving cxpansion of a two-basin, small boat marina
(McAvoy). Thc proposal includcs:

l. Adding about 48 open and 188 covercd boat bcnhs.

2. Improving and,/or repairing cxisting marina facilities.
3. Changing thc usc of an arca approved for a rcd !o an area

for u-ailcr storagc.
4. Addmg &y bo sloragc.
5. Adding a "marine terminal" facility.
6. Adding a public access pa$ and picnic arca-

Issues in tlre casc arc somewhat complex, made more so as a

result of (allcged) flagrant violations of laws, regulations, erc.,

having to do with usage of wedands. The (alleged) violations
resultcd in BCDC acting. A $50,000 finc was lcvyed on Junc
6, 1989. That finc has not, insofar as we know, been paid.

March 1991

SHELL MARSH - GOOD NEWS
A projcct in which MDAS has bcen involvcd for many years,

i.c., ensuring that Shcll Marsh docs not fall to development'

appcars closer to final soludon. Strangely cnough, tlris gmd
news comcs about becausc of the disasuous oil sPill almost

threc years ago, whcn thousands of gallons of oil poured from
a fractued pipc in thc Shell Company snragc facility. Thc

Ezgcdy of tl'at spill produced action on the part of many fcdual

and s(atc agcncies and cntitics. Months of ncgodations wqc
finally concludcd in a cout sd cment" with Shell agrecing o
pay many millions to scdlc lhc issues. Today, the sum of
about 12 million dollars is availablc !o puchasc, cnhancc, and

upgrade wcdands in thc gencral area whcrc thc oil spill m-
cured. Shell Marsh is high on thc list of arcas that will be

looked at. The prqosals havc to bc beforc hc Shell Oil Spill
Lidgation Sculcmcnt Trustcc Commiucc on or beforc March

l. It is vttually clrtain thcre will be a proposal to covcr Shcll

Marsh. Audubon bird watching cxperts are collccting data cov-

cring current usagc of thc arca by btdlife. That data will be

compared with information devcloped by Audubon prior to thc
spill in an effort !o asscss the longcr tcrm resul6 of the oil
spill on btd life.

WATER, WATER: IT ISNT EVERYWHERE,
IN FACT,ITS ALMOST NOWHERE

In this, the fifth year of drought, alt sorts of govcrnmcnal
agercies, watcr regulatols, water districts, wildlifc experts, and

political lcaden arc "fteting" about who will get what water

thcrc is and, furthcr, how much of that watcr will bc made

availablc. Thc Committcc for Watcr Policy Consensus consi-

dered thc issucs at a mccting February 6. Thcy hcard Robcna

Gorgonovo, t cague of Womcn Votcrs, and Tom Fox, East

Bay MLID, discussing proposcd arrangcments bcing ncgotiated.

Citias, utility districts, etc., are asked to a$er to volunarily
takc ccrtain stcps to cffecuatc watcr savings. In tlc mean-

time, thc State's ncw Govcmor, Pctc Wilson, has called for
suggcstions from agencics and thc public as to ways to savc
(conscrvc watcr). If the thoughs of onc watcr expcfl arc any-

whcrc ncar to rcality, therc neithcr is nor will thcrc bc an ac-

ccplablc solution until such timc as thc cntirc watcr systcm in
fie statc collapscs. Thcn it witl bc too lalc. Birdlifc, as wcll
as anima.ls, plants, and recs, will rcally bc in a bad way this
yezr due to thc warcr shonagc.

ENERGY, NATIONAL POLICY, THE WAR, AND
"WE, TI{E PEOPLE"

As this Orail goes to prcss, it appcars thc AdministraLion's

approach to thc Nation's cnergy problcms is to continuc 10 do

busincss as usual, with NO proposcd cnergy conservation
plan, but morc tries o achicvc off-shore drilling, and drilling
in the Arctic Nationd Wildlife Refugc. According to onc
'cxpcG" a rcccnt meeting in Houson prcduccd information to

thc effect that nauu-al gas supplics now tnown to cxist would
power this nation for many, many years. Additionally, thc
ncw clcctric liSht bulbs (Boy, arc they hard to find in thc
sloresl) woul( if uscd univcrvlly, reducc our clcctical cnergy

usagc to the point wherc wc would not havc !o impon oil.
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sharyn Fernandez

Please send obscrvations 10 Sharyn Fernandez,

31 David Drive, Concord, CA 94518, or ca117984723,
Please include your telephone number with ],our observations.

Ycllow-billed Loon: 1 on l22 at Moss knding. (FB, MJC)

Red-necked Grcbe: 2 on l22 at Moss L,anding. (FB, MfC)
Northern Fulmar: I on ll27 at Bodega Head, Bodega Bay.
(M\9
Ashy Storm-Petrel: I on 127 at Bodcga Head. (MW)
American Whitc Pelican: 12 on l/l at Putah Creek. (M&SB)
Whitc-faccd Ibis: 8 to l0 on l/l along SR 12 just cast of
Glasscmk Rd. (FS)
Wood Duck I malc on 1/l at Putah Creek (M&SB); I on 12
at MP 18 along Sir Francis Drake BIvd. (GS); I on ll4 aa

Mtn. Yiew San. marsh ponds (GS); I on Ull at Mts. Vicw
San. marsh ponds (DB); I on lDS at Mtn. Vicw San. marsh
ponds (DB); 12 on lng aaPlafiorm Bridgc Rd., north of OIe-
ma (FB, MJC).
Grccn-winged Teal: l50O on U8 and lt22 at Moon Glow
Dairy, Moss kndinS. GB, MJC)
Rcdhead: I male on l/l at Putah Creek (M&SB)
Oldsquaw: I on lE and lnz aa Sanla Cruz Yacht Harbor.
(FB. MJC)
Black Scoter: 10 on lf29 at thc fish docks, Pt. Rcycs. (FB,
MJC)
Hooded MerSanser: l0 on l/1 (FS) and 150 on l/15 (FB, BG),
all at Putah Creck.
Common Merganscr: 80 on l/15 at Putah Creck. (FB, BG)
Tundra Swan: 40Or on 1/l bctween Stockton and San Joaquin

near thc CCC line. (FS)

Osprcy: l on l/1 at kke Solano. (FS)
Merlin: 1 on 123 on road into Grizzly Island and 1 on l/J I at
Nicasio Rescwoir. @D)
Sole I on 1/l l Mm. Vicw San. marsh ponrls. @B)
lrsser Golden-Ploveri 'l ol Lng at fte Spalctta Plateau, Pt.
Reyes. (FB, BG)
Scmipalmated Plover: I on 1, at the tlkc MerriE inlet at La-
ney Collcge. (MB)
Pomarine Jaegcr: I on 127 at Bodega Hcad- (MW)
Little Gull: I immaturc on l/8 at Santa Cruz Yacht Harbor.
(FB, MJC)
Roadrunnec I on 1/5 at MP 5.75 along Mincs Road. (FS)

Yellow-bellicd Sapsucker: I male on ln in Nicisio. (FB,
Mrc, BG)
Gray Catbird: I on 1/8 and 122 at Watsonvillc. (FB, MJC)
Whitc Wag:tail: I on l/8 at Mmn Glow Dairy. (FB, MJC)
Black Phoebe: 1 albino on 120 at Gray Lodge. (M\ry)
Townsend's Solitaire: I on l/10 along Green Ranch Rd., on
Mt. Diablo. (FS)
Phainopepla: I on l/'l at t:ke Solano (FS); I on 123 in a
mistletoe-infested Eee at Oak Pad( Adult Cenrcr (ED).
Townsend's Warblcr: I on l, at llkc Mcrri[ inlct at Lancy
Collcgc. (MB)
Shary-tziled Sparrow: 1 on l/13 at Alameda South Shore.
(SG)

March 1991

White-throated Sparow: 2 lan form on l/3 at the Community

Gardcn in Bolinas. (FB, MIC, BG)
Harris' Soarrow: I on l/3 ar Community Gardcn in Botinas.
(FB, MJC, BG)

Obscwcrs: Michacl & Sonja Becvc, Florcncr Bcnnett" Dick
Bogarrt, Mary Jane Culvcr, Elizabcth Dickey, Bctty Gallaghcr,
Steve Glover, Fred Saficr, and Mike Williams.

SHOREBIRD COUNT

Point Rcycs Bird Observarory and thc Grassland Resourcc Con-
servation District are conducting e count of shorcbirds in thc
[,os Banos arca on Sundey, April 21, 1991. Thcy necdpeoplc
to help do thc counting. This is part of PRBO'S Pacific Flyway
Projcct of ccnsusing shorcbhds ftom Baja to Alaska in a two-
week pcriod. Mcct in thc paking lot of thc Los Banos Wildlifc
Arca, on Hcnry Millcr Ave., at 7:00 a.m. Bring a lunch. If
you have quc,stions, pleasc call Tim Pmlc at (209) 8265188
(office) or (zCE) 3924765 (homc). In conjunction with this
cormt, lherc arc plans for a dedication c€rcmony and luncheon on

Saurday, April 20,1991. The dcdicarion would includc thc
Grassland arca in thc Wcstern Hcmisphae Shorcbird Rcscrvc
NeHork. For fuihcr information on thc dcdication ccrcmony,
call Tim Poole aI lhc numbers listed abovc.

TRIPS AND TOURS

E)(PI.ORE NEW MEXICO AND THE SOUT}IWEST
Thc Randall Davey Audubon Centcr in New Mexico is offering
both rivcr trips and ovcrland mini-tours in the southwest focus-

ing on natural history and environmental issues. This spring's

offcrings include the Salt River in Arizona, thc Rio Grandc in

Texas, the Rio Chama in Ncw Mcxico, Bicycling tic Bosque in

Ncw Mcxico, thc Big Bird Bash in Silver City, Ncw Mcxim,
and Exploring Southwcst New Mexico. For morc informalion,
call or wrip thc Randall Davey Audubon Ccnter, P. O. Box
9314, Santa Fc, New Mexico 87504-9314, (50, 9834609.

RAPTOR WArcH
Oceanic Socicty Expcditions is sponsoring a trip for Golden
Gatc Raptor Obscrvatory to witncss the migration of raptors
from South America toward thcir northern brccding grounds.
Raptor cnthusiasts can watch thcse migraling raptors, as well as

migrating passcrines and shorcbirds, in Costa Rica. The trip
will last from April 14 to 28, and is limited to 15 participants.
Thc $2290.00 fcc includcs meals and accommodations as wcll
as ground, water, and air transport within Costa Rica. Airfarc
to Costa Rica is not included. Call Randi Reircmo at Oceanrc

Society Expeditions, (415) zl4l-1106, for deailcd informadon.
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rips are open to mcmbers and nonmembers alike.
ume rs deparlure time. Carpool expense: 5 ccnts pcr mi
pcr ridcr is suggested; lo s and cntry fees are shared equally
by dnver and riders. Bring binmulars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizdc: if in doubt, call leader up lo

trme.hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field tri!:
Category 1: Easy, liule or no walking, smmth paths
Category 2: Moderatc, I mile or morc, ;nssibly rough
Category 3: Difhcult cxtensivc walking, rough terrain

Saturday, March 2, Bodcga Bay. Caryool 7:00 a.m., south-
west comer of Sun Valley parking lot. Meet 9:00 a.m. at thc
Tides Reshurant. Go north on US 101. Takc the Washingon
SL exit in Petaluma. go wcst on Bodcga Hwy. to SR I, tum
left to Bodega Bay. Thc Tides Rcstalrant is on left, oppositc a
Union saUon. Can bc cold and windy.
Leader: Shirlcy Ellis,939-9091 Category I

Thursday, March ?, Heywerd Rcgionrl Shorelinc. Car-
pool 7:45 a-m. atEl Cerro Blvd., west of I-680. Me€tat9:15
a.m. in parkrng lot at cnd of Winlon Avc. Take I{80 south to
l-580. From I-580, go south on I-880 (Nimitz). Tum right on
Winton Ave. This is a good area for shore birds and watcr
birds.
l-eadec Florence Bennett, 689-3106 CataEory 2

Saturday, March 16, Tomales Bry Strtc Pcrk. Caryml
6:30 a.m., Acalanes Ave., off Plssant Hill Rd., just nonh of
SR 24. Me€t at 8:30 a.m. Cross San Rafael Bridge. From
US l0l, take San Rafacl exit, go 2 btocks, tum lcft onto Sir
Frances Drake Blvd. Follow Sir Francis Drake Blvd. tfuough
Invemess. Just ovcr thc ridge, tum right onto Picrce Pt. Rd.
Mc€t in the parking lot at Heart's Dcsire Statc Beach (enrancc
fce). For more information, ca.ll Elizabcth Dickcy, 2544486.

Catcgory 2

Wednesday, March 27, Brioncs Rcscrvoir. Mect 7:30 a-m.
at Briones Staging area, intersection of llappy Va.lley and Bear
Crcck Roarls. This is thc bcginning of spring migration.
t-eaden Steve Glover,829-7207 Category 3

Saturday, March 30, Gerin Regional Prrk. Caryool 7:15
a.m. at El Cerro Blvd., just west of I-680. Mect in parking lot
a[ end of Garin Rd., 8:00 a.m. Take I{80 sourh and I-580
west to SR238 (Mission Blvd.). Go sourh ro Garin Rd. and
tum left to park. Grasslands, some strcamside; Grasshoppcr
Sparrow is one possibility.
Leader: Stevc Glovcr,829-7247 Category 3
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS

PLTTAH CREEK, January 5.
A wonderful day was had by the 18 birders. Highlighrs included
an American Bittern, 15 spccies of ducks including ar least 24
Hoded Merganscrs, 18 Common Mcrgansers, I Wmd Duck, 2
Eurasian Wigcon, 2 Rcdhcads, and severa.l Ring-ncckcd Duck,
4 Osprcy, 2 Goldcn E^glcs, a Sora, 2 Common Mmrhcns, 4
Rck and 2 Canyon Wrcns, and 3 Phainopepla. A total of 93
species werc ullied

Florcncc BcnneE

LAKE MERRITT, January 9.
Thc four mcmbers had a pleasant day. Thcrc werc overcast
skies with some sun. Wc observed 52 spccics, including many
Common and Barrow's Goldcneyes, one Ring-necked Duclq and
several Redheads. The two migrant White-frontcd Gecsc were
most unusual birds of the day.

Bctty Galaghcr

SLINOL REGIONAL PARK, January 19.
Although Dippcr havc not bccn prescnt in thc park becausc of
cxtremely low water levels, 18 birdcn spent a beautiful day
meandcring along Alameda Crcck. The Bald Eagle, Snow
Gmsc, and Wood Ducks sccn during thc we€k could not be
found but wc did see six Golden Eagles, lwo Common Snipe,
and two Canyon r#rens which approached within tcn fcct. An
extention trip Lo Calavcras RescNoir prcduced sevcral water-
birds including over 100 Common Mergansers. 53 specics
wcle s€cn.

Stcve Glovcr

GRIZZLY ISLAND GAME REFUGE, J anoary 23.
Thirty mcmbcrs and guess spcnt a beautiful day at rc Grizzly
Island Refuge in 50'{0' tcmpcratures with strong sunlight,
cloudlcss skies and no wind. In addition to the expectrd bLds,
wc saw six male Tulc elt and one river ouer. Highlight birds
included a soaring flock of 65 American White Pclicans, an
Amcrican Bittcm, a Gre€n-backed Hcron, twelvc duck species
all in excellcnt light, a recently declascd Bam Owl in vcry
gmd condition, thrce Great Horned Owls and dozcns of Tree
Swallows.

Mauy Stem

LOS GALLINOS, January 31.
This large scwagc treunent facitity for San Rafacl provides a
wondcrful habiht for watcrfowl and shorcbirds. Thc fiftc€n
mcmbers and gucsls werc trcatcd !o 70 specics during thc day
with cxccllcnt opponunitics to study shorcbirds quitc close.
Though no rarity or unusual spccics were seen during fie day,
wc had a fun trip, gmd mmpany, and plcnty of varicty. lf you
are lmking for a good half day trip, consider rhc Los Gallinos
sewage reaunent plant.

Jimm Edgar
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jim Lornax

"Meet the Raptors"

In the December and January issues of thc Qnarl, I dcscribed

thc Raptor Program al thc Alcxander Lindsay Muscum and

how the Raptor Tcams work with the birds. Somc of thesc

birds havc bcen here for many yea$. All are assigned for life.
So lct me inuoduce some of them:

Lord Richard is a Turkcy Vulture who has been hcre sincc

1974. She is imprinted, largc, indmidathg, and originally
misidentified as !o sex. Thc mistakc was discovercd later

whcn several intrrested suitors called on hcr at ttc Museum.

Shc will gct youl attention, should you ncglect her while shes
perchcd on your wrisl, by pinching with tllat can-opener beak,

thc most protruding point of your chest. Yes, Iadies, I can

fecl you flinch. But she is a very coopcrative bird and will fly
from person to person for food.

Lady tlawk and Sequoia arc Red-ailcd llawks who both were
falconer's birds. Iady Hawk was eithcr lost or abandoncd and

found stawing in Marin County in 1980. Bccause shc was a

falconer's bid, she ncver rcally leamed how to hunt in the wild
alone. She is a vcry calm and rcgal bird, who never loscs her

cml and is easy !o handle and carc for. Shc is also used o
foster young Rcd-tailed llawks prior to lheir release. Scquoia

ia a llarlan's Red-tailed llawk who was injued by a falconer in
1988. Thc injury resultcd in ampuadon of his wing.

Phantom and Phascr arc Rcd-tailed t{awks who were woundcd
by gunshots. Albinistic Phantom (not truly albino, but
blond) came in 1983 and had his lcft wing amputared Melan-
istic (chaolate) Phascr came in 1976 and, despite EtaEnent"
his wing did not hcal straighr

Nomad is an immaturc Femrginous llawk who came in 1990

with a broken wing and bmkcn lcg. Thqse injuries did not
heal well enough for thc bird to bc rcleased. Nomad is a fast
leamcr, howcver, and has a.lready scttled down to bcing fed on
tic arm and is now leaming to fly from person to Prson.

Ophclia, Athena, and Eleatra are owls. Ophelia is a Grcat
Horned Owl. Shc was fed dog fmd as a baby in 1987, which

caused rickes and deformed wings. Athena is a lrng-eared
Owl. An inJury of untnown causc forced ampulation of her

wing in 1988. Elecra is a Shon-cared Owl. A gunshot

wound in 1988 resulted in amputation of her wing.

And the list gocs on. The raptor tcams take great carc with
thesc birds and thc birds educate a lot of people both at thc
Museum and at schmls where they travcl witi dacns.
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I sinclrely cncourage cvcry onc of you rcading ttis Quail lo
join the Lindsay Muscum, tate thc class, and handle thcse

bids. You do not havc !o bccome a tcam mcmber. You may

take thc class (two thrc€-hour pcriods) and never go back. But
I promisc you this, you will comc away with a diffcrent fecl-
ing about thesc magnificcnt birds. And you will be happy that

you did. Imagine, a big Rcd-uiled }Iawk on your arm, lmking
at you eye to cye...

PEREGRINE PROJECT

Thc Pcrcgrinc Projccl, in which our chaPer has been involvcd
over fic past ycar, is a cmpcrativc vcnlurE betwc€n us, thc
Lindsay Muscum, thc California Hawking Club, East Bay

Parks, Mt. Diablo Statc Park, and Savc ML Diablo. Last
spring four Pcrcgrinc Falcon chicks wcre placcd inlo fostcr
Prairie Falcon ncsts on ML Diablo. All four flcdgcd Thc
Projcct wanls 10 introducc m6c Peregrinc chicks into nests on

the mountain this spring, but has run ino a serious funding
problem. If you would likc to hclp continue this proiect, so

Percgrinc Falcons may someday again live and raisc thcir
young on ML Diablo, send your chcck madc oul to MDAS -

Percgrinc Projcct to P. O. Box 31435, Walnut Crcek, CA
94598.

MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
1990 BIRDATHON

This ycar's Birdarhon will be a group cffon similar to thc

Christmas Counl Scvcral birding teams will go out and thc
btal numbcr of spccies sccn by all groups will bc tabulated.
Moncy collecrcd from this Birdathon u/ill bc uscd to help ftc
MONO LAKE DEFENSE FUND. Mono [:kc is in cven
more dangcr this ycar as prcssurc from thc dmught is causing

thc Los Angclcs basin area to fiSht hardcr for that water. You
may pledge cither a spccific $m !o the Birdathon or pledge a

givcn amount per specics. Return your chcck madc out to
MDAS - Birdarhon or thc form bclow to MDAS, P. O. Box
31435, Walnut Creek, CA 94598. Irl's makc this our bcst
Birdathon ever!

Namc:
Address:

Telcphone:

I pledgc $- per spccies.

I pledgc $- to thc Birdafton.
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NEW MEMBERS

Wc welcome hese new MDAS membcrs and hopc to mcct thcm
smn at mecLings and field trips: M. Angelo, Mariecc Batey, Par
Bearup, Sarah R. Bottoms, Rcbecca Bowcn, John Broxtcnnan,
Peter Curzon, Richad Davis, B. Ebaugh, Susan Gardner, Blainc
Hansen, Delia Mccartic, Marvin Meier, Mrs. Nan Wallace, J.
Parsonage, D. M. Rochc, Katherine Rostcn, Marleen Stratlon,
and Margy Tenenberg.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our society has from time !o dme received gcncrous donations
and bequests given in memory of fiiends or relativcs, or as spon-
taneous contributions to thc society's gcneral activities. Gifs,
donations, and bequesB arc welcomcd as significant suppnrt of
our goals of wildlifc appreciauon and conservation.

MDAS wishes t'o express apFeciation for the donations to the
chaprcr made by Ed }Iase and Bill Chilson. Their genemsity and
support are gready appeciatcd.
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PUBLICATIONS

New from MDAS Sdcs: Occan Bbds ol Ae Neaahorc
Pacifu, by Rich Stallcup, Point Rcyes Bird Observatory. A
guidc for rhe sea-going naturalisl 214 pagcs, illustrated.
$16.75 plus $1.20 tax = $17.95 at meetings, $19.50 by mail.

Bl ling at the Bottom ol lhe Bay, Second Edition,
by Santa Clara Valley Audubon Socicty. 124 pages. $10.m
plus $0.72 lax = $10.72 at me€tings, $12.m by mail.

Roger Tory Pcterson's third cdition of Fleld Guld to lfest
em Bbtls. 432 pagcs, 165 color paintings, 441 color maps.
$13.99 plus $1.01 tax = $15.m at meetings, $16.50 by mail.

National GeoSraphic Society's FbA Gu e to Bbtls of
No h Amerlca, Edltlon II. 4& pa$cs. $14.92 plus
$1.08 tax = $16.00 at meetings, $17.50 by mail.

Boks are availablc et MDAS mcctings G from Salcs Manager
Gifford Young, l45l Janct Cour! Benicia, CA 94510, (707)
7454134. Plcasc make chccks payable to MDAS.
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April Program:

Luis Baptista has spoken to our group several times
during the past frve years and always presented lively
and enteratining talks. For our April 4 meeting, Dr.
Baptista will update his time-honored and famous
lecture on the White-crowned Sparrow song dialects.
Listening to Luis Baptista whistle bird songs is an
experience not to be forgotten and one that cannot be
repeated often enough. If you were unfortunate
enough to miss his first talk to our chapter, be sure to
come to this new talk.

Dr. Luis Baptista eamed his Ph.D. in Zoology at the
University of Califomia, Berkeley, and afterward
conducted research in bioacoustics, systematics, and
DNA hybridization at the Max Planck Institute for
Behavioral Physiology. He is currently Chairman
and Curator of both Ornithology and Mammalogy at
the Califomia Academy of Sciences.

April Bird Information will be a talk by Jimm Edgar
on the upcoming Birdathon.

The next board meeting will be on Thursday, April
11, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Sheree Doucette,
3642 Granzotto Dr., Concord, 682-627 6. Board,
meetings are open to all interested members.

White-crowned Sparrows, Revisited

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr Iane, C-oncord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

Upcoming events:

Correction: Al McNabney's award dinner will be
Tuesday, Aprit 9. For reservations, send $12.00
to Betsy Little, 1173 Raymond, Martinez, CA
945s3.

The July 6 and 7 Yosemite trip has been cancelled.
Watch the Field Trips column for information about
al alternative trip.

Election of Board Members for the 1991-1992 term
will take place at the May meeting. See page 6.a



CONSERVATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

SOSLSTC-ACTION
Isn't hat a silly name? While the name may bc somewhal less

than enthralling, it stands for a Euly important undcrtaking.
Spelled out, it slands for Shell Oil Spill Lidgadon Settlemcnt
Trustee Committee. Try making an acrcnym out of that! The
disastrous oil spill of Ap 22,1988, occurred when a pipc on
a Shell Oil holding tank brokc and oil seeped ttuough a drain-
agc valve $at had becn left open. The oil desuoycd, at le€st

for a long time, the area known as Shell Marsh. Oil seeped

rnto the marsh and 0rence to both sidcs of the Bay. The oil
killed fish, blrds, all sorts of grasscs, and animals. Through
the cffon of Shell, who spent huge sums of money on thc
"clean-up," tie wetlands area as wcll as miles of Bay shorelinc
were cleaned up. Mike Rugg, of the Califomia Depanmcnt of
Frsh and Game, lent abte and valuable assislancc and advicc.
Congrcssman George Miller conducted a personal inspcction of
the area, observing fiIst hand the terriblc damagc an oil spill
creales on habitat, birds, and wildlifc. Thc arca has been
watched closely ever since then to assess fic envimnmental
consequenccs of the spill. The basic clean-up didn't end the
matter. Suits were filed by cities, counties, and govcmmenal
departments or agencies. Thc suils culminated in a scttlement
under tie aegis of the U.S. District Cout for nonhem Califor-
nra. The scttlement provided substan[al sums of money for
cities, and also moncy for impofianr environmenhl actions.
According to a major spokesman for SOSLSTC, onc impor-
lan[ result of the setucment is that somc $11 million is now
available with which to purchasc, rehabilitatc, and enhance
wetlands in the general area impactcd by the orl spill.
SOSLSTC now has rcsponsibility for reviewing proposals.
The Calfornia StaE Coastal Conservancy and MDAS jointly
submllted a proposal, that, if fully acceptcd, wilt rake Shell
Marsh out of the privatc arena for all time. The SOSLSTC
members mct March 13 to conduct an initial review of various
proposals. Full details conceming dccisions of tle Committe€
wrll be releascd in tie near fuure.

MILLER TRIES AGAIN
On March 6, our Congrcssman Georgc Miller, along with 5l
otier mcmbcrs of Congrcss, initiated a comprehersrve effort to
restore and protect fisherics, wetlands, waterfowl, and wildlife
rn Catifomia. A similar bill was introduccd during the 1990

Congressional session. That bill was reported favorably but
berause of time pressures, full consideration of that measurc
was not possiblc. The new bill, IIR 1906, will be supported
by a parallel Senate bill, inuoduced by Senator Bill Brddley.
The legislation initiates a lorg-term program which will put
pcrmancnt measures in place to protect fish and wrldlife. The
effon is designcd to complement the ongorng efforts of state,
local, and private groups. Wc in MDAS will be watching this
one closely.
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WATER QUALITY CONTROL
Don Maughan, Chairman, Slatc Water Rcsourccs Control
B@d, has bccn advised by Stcphan C. Votker, atlomcy for the

Environmcnal Coaliuon (which includcs MDAS), that the
group is taking formal issuc with the final Watcr Qualily
Plan. This Plan rcpresents virtually NO improvement for thc
enviroomcntal condiLion of tltc cstuary over tle adminedly in-
adequarc 1978 plan. Hearings now undcrway by the SWRCB
and rcsultant decisions will bc crucial to thc fate of thc Bay,
wcdands, water quality, and indeed human tife. To datc
SWRCB has shown littlc inclination to dcal with the San

Francisco Bay/Dela problems, seemingly paying morc hccd o
other water interesls. MDAS and others believe that the final
Water QMlity Plan is contrary to statutory and constitutional
law. waler quality objectives have not b€en drdftcd and there

is little to NO assurancc that hcrc will be an adcquatc fresh

water flow through the Delh !o the Bay. This can rcsull in
caasrophic dcstruction of the hsh and wildlifc which arc so

dependent on a healthy Dclta-Bay ecosystem.

DON'T FORGET EARTH DAY - I99I
April 20, 10:00 am. 10 5:30 p.m., Todos Sanlos Plaz, down-
lown Concord, that's whsrc Contra Costa County folks can
celcbratc and participats in EARTH DAY!I!!! Ifyou want to
help, call Susan ScoL,228-3529.

NORTHGATE - ARE YOU INTERESTED?
The Contra Costa County Planning Commisslon witl hotd a
public healng March 26, 7:30 p.m., Room I07, 651 Pinc
St., Martinez, to consider thc proposed "Specific Plan Dcvel-
opmcnt" of about 507 acres, bounded by North Gate Road,

Walnut Crcck sphcrc of rnlluence to thc east, Mt. Diablo Statc
Park and Diablo Foothills Regional Park to thc south, and

Castlc Rmk Road and some individual propenies !o fte wcsl.
Thc public hcaring wiU provide an opportunity for the public
to commcnt on thc Spccific Plan's tfld Usc Elemcnt that
woutd limit new growth to that which is allowcd under ftc
County and City Ganeral Plans. The importance of open
space adjacent to major parks is one major issue.

TI]INGS CHANGE, DONT THEY
The scenc: thc Maninez area. The property: thc so-called
Praxis Propeny. Thc action arcna Board of Supcrvisors.
The ink on the County's ncw General Plan is hardly dry. An
interesed pafly proposed that tie Praxis Propeny, now oulsidc
the Urban Limit Line, bc rcclassified so it would be insidc thc

Urban Limit Line of the City of Maninez. A vote was called
for. Resul[ the supervisors voted !o maintain the credrbrlity
of the Gcneral Plan, and lcave the Praxis Property ouaide $e
line. A reccss was called. When thc Supcwisors rcconycned,
a Supervisor who shall here be namelcss moved to reconsider

the just concluded action and rcclassify the Praxis Propeny to
put it inside thc Urban Limit Line. A few momcnts lalcl that
motion was voted on and rt carried. Thc Praxis Proprty is
now rnsidc the Urban Limit Linc. Want more? Sce thc
READER'S FORUM, Martinez News Gazctlc, Salvday,
March 9, "Supcrvisor's Position."

2

o

o

o



ps are open to memhrs and nonmembcrs alike
Lime $ departuc time. Carpool cxpcnse: 5 c€nB p€r mile
per rider is suggested; tolls and entry fccs are shared equally
by driver and ndcrs. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drLzlei if in doubl call leader up to

time.hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of ficld trio:
Category l: Easy, Iittlc or no walking, smmth paths

Catsgory 2: Moderate, I mile or morc, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult extcnsive walking, rough terrain

Wednesday, April 3, North Brioncs Wildflower Welk,
Me€t at 9:00 a.m. in parking lot at north cnts?ncc to Brioncs
Regional Park. From Hwy. 24 Eke Pleasant Hill Rd. north to
Taylor Blvd. At Sth signal, turn left onto Plc€sant Hill Rd.,
which bccomes Alhambra Avc. At 3.1 miles, make a sharp
lefr at the stop light onto Alhambra Valley Rd. Go right at thc
stop sign and tien left onto Briones Rd. to end. We will se€
grassland and wmdland wild flowers and birds.
Lcadcr: Mary Janc Culver,682{5@ Cuegory 2

Wednesday, April 10, Lekc Lagunitas. Carpool 7:15 a.m.
at Acalanes Ave., off Plesant Hill Rd., just north of Hwy.24.
Me€t 8:30 a.m. in parking lot at lake ($2.00 entrancc fec).
Cross San Rafacl Bridge north to US 101, take San Rafael exit
two blocks, turn left and go tfuough !own. Tum right onto
Srr Francis Drake Blvd. In downtown Fairfax, Hm left, hen
right onto Broadway, 12 block; tum left onto Bolinas Ave.,
and left again onto Old Faidax - Bolinas Rd. Warch for signs
for park entrancc. Both land and water bfuds, spring migrants.
This is a gmd place for Pileated Woodpccker.
Lcaden Elizabeth Dickey,2544486 Catcgory 2

Saturday, April 13, Donncr Canyon. Me€t at 7:00 a.m. at
trail head at fic end of Rcgcncy Dr. From I-680, go east on
Ygnacio Valley Rd., tum nght onto MaIsh Cre€k Rd. Tum
right agarn onto Regcncy Dr. about l2 mile past the center of
Clayton. Carry lunch and liquids.
Leader: Steve Glover,829-7?!7 Catcgory 3

Thursday, April '18, Ide Claytotr Road. Carpool 6:30 a.m.
southwcst comcr of Sun Vallcy parking lot. This area is nonh
of Calistoga in thc Napa County mounl.ains. This is a car
birding trip and wc will not havc a meeting place in Napa
County. Carpooting is important because of limited pa*ing
space on some roads. Possible tawrence's Goldfmch.
Leader: Florence Bennetl" 689-3106 Category 1

Thursday, April 25, Del Pucrto Canyon. Carpnol ar 7:30
a.m. at El Ccrro Blvd., lust wcst of I-680. Me€[ west of I-5 at
9:00 a.m. at the Patterson Exit (59 mi. from EI Cerro). The
possrblrtres include Costa's Hummingbird, Roadrunner, and
Ycllow-brcastcd Chal
Lcader: Florence Bennett,689-3106 Category I

April 1991

Saturday, Apil 27, Mines Road. Call for rcservations and

carpool instructions. Bccausc of limitcd lurn-out spacc along
Mincs Road, wc must limit to 6 cars, with at least 4 peoplc per

car. This is a long car birding trip with little walking. Can bc
hoq bring lunch and liquids. Roadrunncr, Wild Tu*ey, Costa's
Hummingbird, Phainc,pcpla" Iawcncc's Goldfinch, and t-ewis's
Wmdpecker arc dl possi bili des.

[:adcr: Barb Burek,2294394 Category I

Thc Yuba Pass - Sicrra Valcy trip wil| bc Junc 22-23. Early
rcservations arc recommendcd. Motels in Sierra City includc
Hcrringon's Siena Pincs, (916) 862-1151; Sicna Chalet, (916)

862-l I l0: Shannon's Cabins (rustic, but less expcnsivc), (916)

ft62-t287 .

The Yoscmite trip schcdulcd for July 67 has bccn cancellcd.
Warch for information about an altcrft ive Eip.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

SAN MATEO COAST, Fcbruary 2.

This field rip was carrcclled duc to rain

THORNTON - STOCKTON PONDS, Fcbruary 7.

Fiftccn members had a foggy day during which not much was
se€n. More Sandhill Crancs wcre hcard through the fog than
wcre seen, although a few were observed. The bcst birding of
thc day was at Jahant Rd. whilc waiting for the Bcndire's
Thrasher m appear. Among other things, a tlarris'Sparrow and
a Lincoln's Sparrow were scen thcrc. Finally the Bendirc's
Thrasher put in an 4pearance and was then vcry coopcrative. 76
spccics total verc se€n.

Elizabeth Dickcy

BERKELEY SHORELINE, February 13.

Ninc mcmbers enjoyed a sunny day along Emeryvillc crescent,
Bcrkclcy shoreline, and Aquatic Pa*. Thc numbem of ducks
wcrc low, but wc cnjoyed at least thincen Redheads and had a
chanc! 10 comparc Grcarcr and l.esser Scaup closc-up and undcr
exccllent lighting conditions at Aquatic Pa*. A toal of 57
spccics was tallied.

Denrse Wight

HONEY LAKE, February 1617.
Scc Travel Comer, page 5.

FIyE-BROOKS - BOLINAS LAGOON, February 28.
Six birden spenl a wet, miserable day fruitlcssly searching for
birds that simply wera not there. The fcw highlights (betwecn

cloudbusts) includcd Wood Duck, Osprey and an American Bit-
tem, which stood in plain view until wc lefL A good total was
scen and scveral memben of thc goup enjoyed life birds. 93

species were seen.

Stcvc Glover
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steven Glover

Pleasc send observations to Stcvcn Glover,
333 Goshen Ct., San Rarnon, CA 94583, or call 829-7?,01.

Please include vour telcphone number with your obscrvations.

Cattle Egret: I on 2/13 (FB, MJC) and 1 on 219 (JR, RR) at
t:ke Memu, Oakland.
Emoeror Goose: I on 226 at Drzke's Beach, Pt. Reyes. (FB,
MJC, FB)
Brant: 1001 on 219 at thc Hog Island area of Tomales Bay.
(H&NB)
Wood Duck: 3 on 2./5 at Fivc Brmks Pond, Pt. Reyes. (BG,

MJC, FB)
Eurasian ryigeon: 2 males on 2/19 al Miller-Knox Rcgional
Shorelinc, Pt. Richmond. (JR, RR)
Blue-winged Teal: pair on Zl3 at Arrowhead Marsh, Alameda.
(FB, lvl-lc)
Rrng-necked Duck: pav on 215 at Fivc Brmks Pond. (MJC,

BG, FB)
Harlequin Duck: a pair on 2/l I (FB, BG, MJC) and a pair on
2/19 (JR. RR) at Brickyard Covc, Point Richmond. Also on
RBA.
Black Scoter: 10 pair on 225 at the Fish Dock, h. Reycs.
(FB, BG, MJC)
Barrow's Goldeneye: 8 pair on 2/13 at t3kc Merritt. (MJC,

FB)
Bald Eagle: I adult on ?19 ncar Los Banos. (FB, BG, MIC)
Northem Harrier: I on 2y9 flying by her Concord home. (FB)
Ferruginous Hawk: 3 on 2ll9 in Panoche Valley (FB, MJC,
BG); 1 immatuc on A19 1.2 miles north of Marshalt, Marin
Counry (H&NB).
Merlin: I on 2/26 at Pt. Reyes. (FB, BG, MJC)
Prairie Falcon: I on ?19 near tos Banos. (BG, FB, MJC)
Lesscr Golden-Plovcr: 8 on 426 at Spaletta Plateau, h.
Rcycs. (FB, BG, MJC)
Long-billed Curlew: 150 on 2/19 in Panochc Valley. (FB,
MJC, BG)
Allen's Hummrngbird:. 2 ol 2111 at Millcr-Knox Regional
Shorelinc (FB, MJC, BG); I on ZDO at his Iafayctte homc
(MS).
Whi(e-throated Spjarrow: 3 on 2ll8 at his t-afaycttc home.
(MS)
"Slate-colored" Junco: I on 223 at his lafayeue home. (MS)
Trr-colored Blackbird: 3 on 2122 with Rcd-wingcds at their
backyard Concord feeder. (B&BG, MOb)
"Bullmk's" Oriole: male arrived back on 2/19 in hcr Alamo
garden, a monlh earlier tlun her previous e3rly date. (JR)

Observers: Hugh and Norah Bain, Florence Bcnrett, Mary
Jane Culver, Bob and Betty Gallagher, Many Observers, Jean

Rrchmond, Rich Richmond, and Maury Stem.

April 1991

NEW OBSERVATIONS EDITOR

From rhc Editor: Sharyn Fcmandcz is stcpping down as the

Obscrvations Edior after this month's column in order lo dcvotc
more timc to hcr work with thc ML Diablo Inarprcuvc Ccnter.

As Editor, I want to thant her for her work on obscrvauons.
Sharyn will bc rcplaced by Stevcn Glovcr, who is an active
birder and ficld rip leadcr for MDAS. He should do an cxccllent
job of kecping Eack of the sightings reponed to the chap@r.

Stevc has sent the following notc to thosc who contributc o
the Observarions column.

'Begining next month, I wi be the Observations Edilor and
somc of you will notice somc changes. Unfonunately, some o[
you will not be happy with these changes but there arc rcasons.

Birds which are sccn after being rcported on the Rare Bird Alert
will condnue o be included hcre because this mlumn is many
peoplc's connection !o the rarc btds of the area and thcy can be

hclpful in gaining an understanding of bird distribution. The
changes will be noticed for birds not seen via thc RBA. The
cmphasrs wrll be placed on early arrivals and latc depanurcs, on

unusual conccntrations, and on unusual birds in a given arca,
particutady in the East Bay because this is whcrc wc can and
should contribuE the mosl Descriptions will bc needed for rari-
tics and birds which prcsent complcx identification problems.
Having said this, please do not bc indmidated by this shift of
emphasis. Aftcr Al McNabney's column, this is my favorite
parr of the Quail, utd thcrc is no rcason why it cannot bc fun
and meaningful at thc same timc. I lmk forward to hearing
from you, cspecia.tly those of you whom I haven't mcl'

Steve Glovcr
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TRAYEL CORNER

Honey l^ake Field Trip

by Mawy Stern

Scventecn members and guests toured the Susanville-Honcy
Lake-Janesvillc-Eaglc lakc arca of northeast€rn Califomia on
February 16 and 17. Sixty-fivc total spccics wcre scen, down
from tie usual 75-80 and thc 86 seen two yca$ ago. This dc-
cre€se secmed to be rclatcd both Io the effecB of thc big ftr€zc
of Deccmber, 1990, when temperaures reached 18 below zero
in Susanvitle and to 1he currcnt drought" with thc Susan River
aa a 40 yar low. Most of the Fleming unit of Honey Iake
NWR was dry, but therc wcrc some remaining ponds and lakes
in thc Dakin unit.

Raptors highlightcd Sanrday with good vicws of Bald Eaglcs,
Golden Eagles, Ferruginous and RoughJcggcd llawks, and a
closc-up view of a Prairie Falcon. In addition, tclescopic
views of the two Great Homed Owls ar the Fleming Unit were
enjoyed by cveryone, alhough no Bam Owl was found. A.lso,

a large flock of Snow Geese was seen from afar, and many
Tundra Swans and Canada Geese and one Whitc-frontcd Gmse
wcrc well sc€n. Sevcral Trcc Swallows were at the Dakin
unit, as wcll as seventecn Sandhill Cranes.

In Jancsville, thcrc werc no Lcwis' Woodpeckers, a fcw Acom
Wmdpeckers, and onc Townscnd's Solitaire at the cemeury,
Thc Janesville Grade was quict but ac!€ssible sincc very little
snow was on thc ground. In Susanvillc, onc Mountain Chick-
adce was se€n at he ccmeEry. A few Cedar Waxwings wcrc
in Susanville, but the birds that wcre most abundant in to*n
were Shrlings and House Sparrows. In the outlying arcas
there were hundreds of Black-billed Magpies, but only one
t ggerhead Sfuikc was secn thc wholc weekend.

The highhght of Sunday was thc display of two male Sagc
Grouse wit}l one femalc present in rclatively mild conditions
(25-30' wit}t no wind). About a dozen Pronghoms werc also
seen ncar lhe lck. Along Highway 139 north of Susanvillc in
the Juniper u'ees, we saw a large flock of Evening Grosbeaks
and many solitary Townsend's Solitaircs. Wc conctudcd the
trip by circling around Eagle Lake and secing sevcn immature
Bald Eagles standing in individual territories on the ice a trc
noflI cnd. One young aduh Bald Eaglc was ar Gallatin Bcach
on he ice at $e soul}l side of the lake, but no Osprey wcre
seen. An intcresl.ing sight at Gauadn Beach was hundreds of
Eagle take and Rainbow Trout from 1-2 feet long in thc
warmer shallows of thc lake. At fte bum area, one Steller's
Jay was seen and many Golden-crowned Kinglets were heard.

Ovcrall, the small land birds seem to be way down in the area
but raptors were prescnt in profusion along with swans and
geese.

April l99l

CLASSES AND EXCURSIONS

SAN FRANCISCO STATE TINTVERSITY
The following classes arc offercd, with thc option of collegc
cr.iit from SFSU, at thc Sierra Nevada Ficld Campus:

Junc 3-7, Bird Idcntificarion by Sound, with Luis Baptista
Junc 8- 15, Bird Song Rccording & Analysis, with G. Budney
Junc l7-21, Birds of the Sicrra Nevada, with Dave Shuford
Aug. 1G18, Sicn-an Bird Banding, with Davc Desantc

For more information, write Jim Steele, Sicrra Nevada Ficld
Campus, School of Science, San Francisco Statc University,
San Francisco, CA 94132

LINDSEY MUSEUM
Thc Lindscy Museum hcadlines their spring schedulc with a

special program on "Tales of thc Animal Peoplc of North
America" by guest slorytellcr Susan Strauss at the Regional
Center for the Arts, on Saturday, May 4, from 3:00 !o 4:m
p.m. Hear legcndary talcs that rcmind young and old alikc of
tlc special wisdom and joy to bc lcamed from dre world of our
wild relarivcs. Tickcs arc $8 for Museum members, Sl0 for
non-mcmbers, and may be purchascd by calling %3-SHOW.
Information on othcr classcs and excunions is available by
writing or calling ftc Lindsay Muscum, 1901 First Avcnuc,
Walnut Creck, CA 94596, 935-1978.

GOLDEN GATE RAPTOR OBSERVATORY
Thc GGRO is cunently seeking new volunte€N to commit onc
day cvcry two weeks from August thrcugh Decembcr l99l and
to some cvcning and wcekcnd trainings, !o study and enjoy thc
fall flight of 19 spccics of birds of prey over the Marin Hcad-
lands dudng the fall migration. If you want to finally leam to
identi[ the hawk, falcons, and caglcs of Califomia, and if you
want !o be part of a long-rcrm wildlife conservation prcjecq
then plcasc aucnd a GGRO Orientation Mecting on cithcr
Thursday, April 25, at 7:00 p.m., or Saturday, Apil27, at
10:00 a.m. Both meetings will be at GGNRA Hc€dquartcrs,
Building 201, Upper Fort Mason, San Francisco. Entcr at
Franklin and Bay. For more informadon, call GGRO Direcor
Allcn Fish at (415) 331{730.

AUDI,JBON GOLDEN TROUT WORKSHOP
Thrc€ one-weck Golden Trout workshops will be held in the
Sierra from August 4 thmugh August 24. They arc sponsored
by membem of the Easem Sierra, Pasadcna, San Bemardino,
San Femando Valley, and Santa Barbara chapters of National
Audubon Society. An informal field natural hismry program,
consisting of nauralist-led hikes by residcnt natumlists, will
be offercd, with visiting guest naturalists at some sessions.
The camp is located in the Golden Trout Wildemess, in the
southcrn portion of he High Sierra, on thc castcm watershed,
at an altitudc of 10.000 ft. For morc informarion, write or call
Cindi McKeman, 1230 Friar tane, Redlands, CA92373, (714)
793-7897.
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MDAS ELECTIONS

Ar oul May mecting, we will elcct the new MDAS officers.
The elected offices in our chaptcr and the current czndidates are
as follows:

Presidcnt: Jim Lomax
VP Conscrvation: Al McNabney

Trcasurer: Brian Elder
SecreEry: SherEe Doucette

Nomrnatrons will also be accepted from the floor. A.tl other
MDAS committee chairpersons are appoinrcd by the president.

These committees need people to serve, and membcrs who
have not served are encouraged to volunteer.

NATIONAL AUDUBON
CONVENTION

The 1991 Audubon Nalional Convenlion will be held between
July 2l and 27 at Estes Park, Colorado. There witl bc ficld
trips and tours to cxplore tle natural history of the Rockies as

well as sessions on Audubon's international rolc rn protecting
forests, weuands, and wildlife. Ted Tumer will bc the keynotc
speaker. For morc informadon, call or write before June I to
Audubon Convendon Officc, 4140 Darly Avcnuc, Suite #5,
Boutder, Colorado 8O3O3, (303) 499-3622

''LINE 50"

Today, in Cahfornia, there are 281 plants and animal species
offically listed as "rare," "threatencd," or "cndangered," and
hundreds more are candidaas for listing. The mlriad prcssucs
of modern-day Califomia are pushing more and morc of our
native plant and animal spccies b thc brink of exunction.
Tragrcally, lf somctiing isn't done soon to ease the destructivc
presstrres, many species will drsappear forever. "Line 50" on
thc Califomia State Tax Form gives us a chancc to help tum
things around for Califomia's endangered plans and animals.
Every taxpayer who fills in "Line 50" is contributing to a
uniquc statewide program $at provides help lo roubled wild-
life specics. Pleasc hctp. Fill in "Line 50" with any amount
over $1.00. The contributions to "Line 50' benefit literally
thousands of Califomia's wildlife species by giving them a

chance to survive.

April l99l

JOHN MUIR HISTORIC SITE

Thc Martinez Reglonal Land Trust is pleased to announce that
negotiations havc successfully been concluded for thc 175 acrc

Strain property, a kcy parcll in thc expansion of tJre John Muir
National Hisoric Site. Thc Strain property was pan of a ranch

once owned by John Muir. Muir lived on thc ranch for 34
years, until his death in 1914. Thc scenic and hisonc oak-
covered propcny cncompasses Mount Wanda, a favoritc hill
Muir named aftcr his eldest daughter. This propcny now wtll
become pan of the 325 acre national historic sitc. Succcssful
conclusion of negodadons is duc in pan !o a 575,000 pledge
given by thc Land Trust, as pan of a unique cooperation
among federal agencies, the East Bay Rcgional Park District,
and citizens of Maninez. The Mardnez Regional tlnd Trust,
a nonprofit corporation, will need support from many souces
to honor its pledge. Thosc who would like to honor John
Muir and !o makc a contribution can scnd a check payablc o
Thc Manincz Regional I-and Trust, P. O. Box 2452, Marltncz,
CA 94553. Pteasc specify the contribution is for the John
Mutu National Historic Sitc pledgc.

KERN RIVER RESEARCH CENTER

Eshblishmcnt of thc Kcm River Rescarch Ccntcr is currcntly
undcrway at Weldon, Califomia, in the South Fork Kcm River
Valley. Onc of thc goals of thc center is to conduct rcsearch
which will provide wildlife and land managcmcnt agcncies and
organizations with scicntific information !o cnablc them to
preservc and enhance populations of rarc and thrcatened species.

Research currently undcrway at tlc center includas a long-lerm
study of thc Ycllow-billed Cuckoo populations on the Kcrn
and Sacramento Rivers, a long-term study monitonng changes

in habilat structurc and the resulting changes of brecding bLd
populations on riparian habitat rcstoration sites, a study ex-
ploring tie cffecs of Brown-headed Cowbird parasitism on
rflillow Flycatchcrs, and prcliminary rescarch on life history
and habiht usc of Summcr Tanagers. Thc center also plans o
providc visiting researchcrs with housing, library, computer,
and laboratory facilitics, and provide voluntccr and educational
opportunities for mcmbcrs and other interesed individuals.
Kem River Research Ccnter is soliciting memberships, dona-
tions, and volunte€rs r.o get this flcdgling organization off thc
ground and to help wrth the research program. Your hclp is
greatly necded. Please write !o Rcsearch Director, Dr. Stcphen
laymon, or ro Co-Foundcr, Bob Barnes, at P. O. Box 990,
Weldon, CA 93283, or call (619) 378-345 or (209\ 7U4411
for information on how you can b€comc involvcd
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jim brrux

This month is our MDAS Birdathon month and we are going
l.o do our actual bird specics count on May 4. Thc Board of
Dtecon has dccided hat half of the funds raiscd wiu go to lhc
MONO LAKE DEFENSE FUND to help in fte lcgal baule to
preserve Mono [.ake. The other halfofthe funds will be used

by MDAS for our own projects. We will bc sending sevcral

birdlng teams out this year and will collcctively Ebulatc thc
total number of species found. We arc sccking pledgcs per

speclcs or outright donations, whichevcr is easicr. I encouragc
all members lo paniciparc in this and help. If every mcmber
who is now reading this line would scnd just onc dollar, wc
would raise more money this year tlun last! Onc dollar. To
help wildlife and its habilat thmugh a small financial stipend
to your chaper. ONE DOLLAR.

The Percgrine Project is off to a start (soakcd from thc rain)
and our volunte€rs arc out now on ML Diablo warching thc
Prairie Falcon nest sitcs. By thc second week of May, we
hope to havc placed four Percgrine chicks into the acrics. This
will be the last ycar for a while that this project carried out.
Thc organizations involved, of which wc arc onc, will thcn
sudy he impact and see whethcr these birds will return. For
next ycar, we tentativcly arc looking at "habilat enhanccmcnf
projects to reinroduce Tule Elk, Redlcgged Frogs, Berkelcy
Kangarm Rats, Burrowing Owls, Tiger Salamandcrs, or other
spcies ino thcir natural habitats, and, for trosc of you who
would lil(e to bc involved, we necd voluntclrs. Speaking of
Burrowing Owls, therc is a proposed project this ycar to sudy
Burrowing Owls in Contra Costa County. This project would
involvc watching their nest sites from the first wc€k in May
through mid-Junc. You would watch and record courting,
nesting, number of young, and so on. Call meat825-l513if
you are inrcrested. I wrl[ have morc details later.

And if that isn't enoughr{ aB lmking into MDAS creating a
Bird Adas for Contra Costa Coirnty. This has been done by
several Audribon chapters pmund thg country, including Napa-

Solano Audubon, and I alir seeking cxpen advrcc from Robin

Jeong from that chaptgr..This idea was proposed to mc by
our own George Finger. and I hink il has mcril. We would
be involvcd tor hve yeirs and be Oocumcnting all thc spccies
of birds in our county that nest herc. This is a big project and
los of you that lfte !o ilalk in t,hc wild will te needed. We
will do it by grids and onty duing each nesting season. Wc
will sran in the spring of 1992. lt wrll take from now to then
to get set up with computer programs, etc.

So there are cnough fiings to get all 1600+ mcmbers of you
involved in something. See you Apnl 4......Now if everyonc
donarcd ;ust two dollars....just r.wo.

April l99l

TURKEY VULTURE COUNT

Iois E. Culp, a biology sludenl at California Statc University,
Ilayward, is artempting to map out all of lhe Turkey Vultue
roosts in thc Grstcr Bay Arca" Shc will also bc counting the
number of vulturcs at each roost. If you havc any information
on Tu*ey Yullule rmts in Marin, San Francisco, San Matco,
Santa Clara, Alameda, Contra Costa, Napa, or Solano Coun-
tics, plcasc let her know. Her address is 18630 Stanton Ave.,
Castro Valley, CA 9496, and her telcphone is 538-1762.

PEREGRINE PROJECT

Thc Pcregrinc Projcct, in which our chaptcr has been involvcd
ovcr thc past ycar, is a cmperativc ventu'e bctwccn us, thc
Lindsay Muscum, thc California Hawking Club, East Bay
Parks, ML Diablo Statc Park, and Save ML Diablo. Last
spring four Percgrinc Falcon chicks were placed inlo fostcr
Prairie Falcon nes6 on ML Diablo. All four flcdgcd. Thc
Project wants !o introduc! morc Percg ne chick inlo nests on

the mountain this spring, but has run into a serious funding
problem. If you would likc to hclp continuc this projcct, so
Percgrinc Fa.lcons may someday again live and raise their
young on Mt. Diablo, send your check made out to MDAS -
Percgrine Proje€t to P. O. Box 31435, Walnut Cre€k, CA
94598.

MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
1990 BIRDATHON

This ycar's Bidathon will bc a group effon similar to thc
Christrnas Counl Sevcral birding teams will go out and the
total number of species se€n by all groups will bc tabulatcd.
Money collectcd from this Birdathon will bc uscd to help the
MONO LAKE DEFENSE zuND. Mono Lake is in eyen
morc danger this year as pressur from thc drought is causing
the Los Angclcs basin arca to fight hardcr for that watcr. You
may pledge cither a specific sum to thc Birdathon or plcdgc a

givcn amount per species. Rcturn your check made out t!
MDAS - Birdathon or thc form below to MDAS, P. O. Box
31435, Walnut Crcck, CA 94598. t t's makc this our bcst
Birdathon cver!

Namc:
Ad&ess:

Tclcphonc:

I pledgc $_ per species.

I pledgc S_ to the Birdalhon
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NEW MEMBERS

It is with great plcasure thal we gred these new membcrs and
hope lo mect them soon: Margaret Anderson, P. W. Ashcraft,
Shirley A. Belanger, Roland B. Bell, M. D. Bhandarkar, Suzy
Bradison, Mary Ann Breen, Rtchard Buxton, Roben Callahan,
Palricia Camblin, Kate Campbcll, Charlene Carline, Gregg
Chorbajian, Ruth Clark, Velma Clouse, Emily Cottison, Mr.
and Mrs. John Como, Leola Cooper, Chris Cotterall, Eva
Crose, A. B. Cza;kowski, Tim Danicl, Rulh Dickcrson, J. P.

Donovan, Amy Erez, Doris Faulkenberry, John Fceney, Melissa
Fields, Carol Foster, Kathy Galles, Helen Goldstein, James

Crinstead, Thomas Guild, Mir Hajmiragha, August Helmholz,
Pat Hoffer, Dennis Horgan, Arell Kuchl, Kathryn t eland, J. F.

Lcllos, Robcn Macomber, Martan Mason, E. w. MaEcjek,
Debbie McCarthy, Brucc McManus, Carrie Morford, Ron and
Donna Neupaucr, T. Nock, R. Odonnell, Jane Parker, Michael
Pcrkins, David Poust, D. Priestley, R. M. Recd, Susan Riley,
Claudia Rismiller, Ted Robertson, William Schaefcr, Susan

Schwartz, John Southward, Tina Steward, BarbaE StrehliE,
Elizabc& Sulhvan, Ruth Suucr, D. L. Trdntcr, Mrs. L. Troxcll,
Cathy and John Turncy, Craig Wason, Michael Weidcman,
Mrs. R. L. white. Esher zlmmerman.

April 1991

PUBLICATIONS

New from MDAS Salcs: Ocean Bbds of the Nearshore
Pacific, by Rich Sallcup, Point Reyes Bird Observatory. A
guide for the sea-going naturalist. 214 pages, illusEated.

$16.75 plus S1.20 tax = $17.95 al meetings, $19.50 by mail.

Biruling at the Bottom ol the Ba!, Second Edition,
by Sanh Clara vallcy Audubon Socicty. 124 pages. $10.00
plus $0.72 tar = $10.72 at mectings, $12.m$y,mail.

Roger Tory Pcterson's third edidon of Field CaA h West-

ent Birds. 432 pages, 165 color paintings,.rAl color maps.

$13.99 plus $1.01 tax = $15.00 al meetings, $16.50 by mail.

Natronal Geographic Society's FieA GuUe to Bittls oI
North Amerlca, Eilition Il. 464 pages. $14.92 plus
$1.08 tax = $16.00 at meetings, $17.50 by mail.

Bmks are availablc ar MDAS meetings or from Sales Manager

Gifford Young, l45l Janct Court, Benicia, CA %510, (707)

7454134. Please makc checks payablc to MDAS.
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May Program:

Bay Area Butterflies

o In association with the Mt. Diabto Interpredve Asso-
ciation, our May 2 meeting will feature a slide show
ard talk on Bay Area butterfly identification and bio-
diversity. Entomology professor John Hafemik of
San Francisco State University will be the guest
speal<er. Dr. Hafemik's talk will be of interest to all
who hike Mt. Diablo. This will be a great time to
learn about some of the butterflies you can see at the
end of a moming's bird walk!

Locally, you and your children may have seen Dr.
Hafernik's colorful photographs in the San Francisco
Children's Insect Zoo. As well as teaching in San
Francisco, Dr. Hafernik instructs summer courses at
the San Francisco field station at Yuba Pass in the
Sierras in both Insect Photography and Entomology.

Dr. Hafemik will also lead a butterfly walk on Mt.
Diablo on Saturday, May 11. Come hear about the
Xerces Society and its "Founh of July" Butterfly
Count on Mr Diabto.

May Bird Information will be "More Birds of Texas
and Arizona," given by our president, Jim Lomax.
Featured will be Jim's Iatest slides of such rarities as

the Five-striped Sparrow, the Nonhern Beardless
Tyrannulet, and the Buff-brreasted Flycatcher.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June at the Willow Creek Center,
1026 Mohr I-ane, Concord. The agenda for meetings
is as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Half-hour
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be on Thursday, May 9,
at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Winnie and Gifford
Young, 1451 Janet Court, Benicia, (707)7454134.
Board meetings are open to all interested members.

Apology: Dr. Luis Baptista, who was scheduled to
speak at our April 4 meeting, was suddenly taken ill
that evening and was unable to join us. He sends his
profuse apologies and promises to join us next fall
with his program.

o



CONSERVATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

ITS IQIJR TURN
Wetlands arc precious places sought out by all sorls of bhds
AND unfortunately othcrs who don't see or don't carc about the

true valuc of such imporlant habitat.

NOW TT'S YOUR TURN TO HELP!!!!

A well-financed coalidon of industry groups, including thc
Farm Burcau, the oil and chemical industry, timbq industry,
home builders, and thc road construction lobby, have becn

hammering the Congress, the govemors, and t}te White House

for several months, claiming frat Sectron 404 of the Clean
Water Act, which protects wetlands, is causing all kinds of
problems for farmers and developers. HR 1330, reccntly intro-
duced in the House of Representadves, would destroy wetlands
protection as we know it- This, desprte the "cu!e" title of $e
bill, "Comprehensiye Wetlands Conservation and Managemcnt
Act of 1991.' A similar bitl is to be introduccd ln the SenaE
soon. As used to be said in one of Oe famous old Tv scries,
YOUR JOB IS TO WRITE NOW TO:

Honorablc Alan Cranston
US Senaor, Califomia
Senate Ofhce Building
Washinglon, D. C. 20510

Honorablc John Seymour
US Senaor, Califomia
Sen:ao Ofl-rce Building
Washingon, D. C. 20510

Honorable Georgc Miller
US Congressman, 7th District, Califomia
House OfTice Buitding
Washingon, D. C.20515

Urge these represenlatives to work to defeat HR 1330 and any
likc bill introduced in the US Senae. Furthermore, Georgc
"No Net [.oss" (of wctlands) Bush is about o rcdcl-rnc wetlands
more narrowly so tral fewer controyemial wcdand acrcs can bc
protected. If seasonal and cmergent wetlands are excluded from
the wctlands definition, as is not the case now, thc cntire NO
NET LOSS policy wrll bccome a cruel joke. Bascd on rcliable
information, we are adviscd tens of millions of acres of such
imponant habitat could be affected. DONT WAm UNTIL
NEXT WEEK TO WRITE OR CALL YOUR REPRESEN.
TATM. DO IT NOW!!!!DO IT TODAY! Oncc YOU havc
acted, tell your friends, ask thcm to call or write to THEIR
elected representatives on lhis CRITICAL ISSUE. If all this
docsn't bothcr you vcry much, informed sourccs advsc wc are
losing lm,mo to 400,000 acres a ycar of wcUands thrcughout
USA evcn with our present system of protections. The US

May 1991

Environmcnhl Protection Agency (EPA) has declarcd thc
month of May as 'National Wctlands Month." t ct's bc surc

our reprcsentillivcs in congrcss lnow that

ENDANGERED SPECIES
Thcrc are many spccies of plants and animals that are thrcat-
cned, endangcred, or of spccial concem. Conlra Cosla County
has thc dubious hono of having tie following spccics listcd:

2

California Tigcr Salamandcr
Doublc{resrd Cormorant
Blacl(-slnulderEd Kitc
Northcm llarricr
Califomia Black Rail
Califomia Clappcr Rait
California t-esst Tcm
Burmwing Owl
Shon-earcd Owl
Suisun Song Sparrow
SalEnaffh Wandcring Shrew
San Joaqurn Pocket Mouse
Bcrkclcy Kangaroo Rar

Salt Marsh tlarvcst Mouse
San Pablo Vole
Alameda Whipsrukc
Giant Garter Snakc
San Joaquin Dune Beetlc
Holcstan Blistcr B€etlc
tanges Metalmark Burerfly
Bay Chcckcrspot Buttrrlly
Monarch Buttcrtly
Durants Snail
HELM INTHOGL YPTA NICKLINIANA BRIDGESI

(NO common name, hmmmmmm??)

O

o

The list of cndangered, threaened specics will continuc to
grow unless all of us exprcss morc concem to dccision makcn
about open spac!, habitat, parks, and wildlife.

WATER
Scveral hundred dccision makcrs, environmcntal peoplc and thc
prcss gahercd in Concord betwecn April ll and April '13 to
hear, discuss, arguc, and dcbate waer issues as they apply o
the statc of Califomia. A big hit was thc Phil and Bill Show
(Honorablc Phil Iscnbcrg and Honorablc Bill Bakcr). Thcy
joked, discusscd, argued, and dehtcd waler and wctland issucs.

The Assembly Committer on Water, Parks, and Wildlife,
chaircd by the Honorable Dominic Cortese, heard poins of
view about "Thc Impacts of the Drought on Watcr Dccisions
in thc 90's.' A high-powered goup debated the question:
'The Pcripheral Canal: Can or Should It Be Built?" The kcy-
notc speakcr, Doug Whccler, was reccntly named by Govcmor
Wilson to head tic Califomia Rcsoucrs Agcncy. His views
on watcr for wildlife soundcd good. On Saurday, thc cntirc
group tou€d thc asuary, finally dmking ar Vallcjo. This was
an important session with rcally loo littlc input from cnviron-
mcnEl pcoplc.

o



ps are open l'o members and flonmembcrs alike. Carpm
trme ls departure time. Carpool expcnse: 5 cents per mile
per rider is suggesEd: tolls and entry fees are shared equally
by dnvcr and ridcrs. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzlc; if in doubt, call leader up o

ume.hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Difllcultv of Iield trin:
Catcgory l: Easy, little or no walking, smmth paths

Category 2: Moderate, I mile or more, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult, extcnsive walking, rough tcrrain

Wcdnesday, May l, Briones Park - wcst. Meet at 8:00
a.m. in parking lot on tlre right hand side of the west entrance
road, off Bear Creek Rd. Wildflowers, spring birds. Lazuli
Buntings are usually abundant. Poison oak a.long shaded trails.
trader: Elizabc0 Dickcy,254-M86 Calcgory 2

Saturday, May 4, Mitchcll Catryon. Meet 9:00 a.m. in
Mitchell Canyon parking lot. There is a $5.00 parking fec.

From l-680 in Walnut Creck, lake Ygnacio Vallcy Rd. ro
Clayton Rd. Tum right on Clayton and right on Mitchell
Canyon Rd. to he end. This trip takes most of the moming
with cmphasis on wild flowers. Birden can continue in after-
noon to look for gnatcatchers, summcr sparrows, etc. Ho1!

Carry liquids and lunch if birding later.

Co-lcadcrs: Gen Satr.ler, 685-53 l5
Mary Janc Culvcr,682-0509 Category 3

Wcdnesday, May 8, Mt. Diablo. Carpml 7:30 a.m. at El
Cerro Blvd., just west of I-680. Meet 8:00 a.m. in first park-
ing lot on lcft after enEring Souh Gatc. $5.00 cntrancc fec.
Sage, Rufous-crowned, and maybe Black-chinned Sparrows,
I ."uli Buntings, gnatcatchcrs, hawks, and sometimes a warbler
wave. Carry liquids.
Leadcr: Jimm Edgar,658-2330 Catcgory 2

Thursday, May 16, Eest Contrs Costa County. Carpool
6:30 a.m. southwest corner of Sun Valley parking lot. Mect
7:00 a.m. on Cypress Rd. just beyond Shortstop Markcl. Go
nonh on I-680, e3st on SR 4 through Oallcy, and left onto
Cypress Rd. Possibilities include Bluc Grosbcak, Black-
chinned Hummingbkd, Yellow-breastcd Chat, fl ycarchers, and
Burowing Owl. Hot.
Leader: Elizabcth Dickey, 254-M86 Category 2

Thursday, May 23, Caswell State Park. Carpool 6:30
a.m., El Ccrro Blvd., Just west of I-680. Mect 8:00 a.m. at
Caswell Starc Pa*. Take l-680 south, I-580 F.sl" and I-205
cast. Tum east on SR 20 to US 99. Go south on US 99 to
Austin Rd. and foltow this o cnd at park cnn-ancc. $5.00 fec.
This has been a consistently good spot for Swainson's Hawks
and riparian species. Mosquitos, possibly poison oak. San

Jmquin Vallcy weathcr.
Leaden Steve Glover,829-72.47 Category 2

May l99l

Saturday, May 25, Lss Trampas Rcgionel Perk. Mc€t
7:00 a.m. in parking lot at park entrance. From 1680, go wcst
on Crow Canyon Road, and right onto Bollingcr Canyon Road.
Parking lot is to the lcft at the end of the road. Carry liquids,
the arEa can b€ hot. Grasshopper Sparrows arc often found as

wcll as other grassland and mk wmd birds.
t-eader: Steve Glov,er,829-7207 Calegor'! Z

The Yoscmite trip on July 6 and 7 will be replaced by a rip m
lasscn Volcanic National Park. Camping is availablc, but
birdcrs arc rcsponsiblc for their own rescrv"ations.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

BODEGA BAY, March 2.
The Bodega Bay field tdp was carrcc[ed on account of rain.

HAYWARD REGIONAL SHORELINE, Iv{arch 7.
Ten birders spent a crisp wintcr moming vicwing a very nicc
assortment of bfuds. Highlights at Hayward included a Golden
Eaglc and a Eurxian \ igcon. The extension trip o Anowhead
Marsh yicldcd two pairs of Blue-winged Tcal, a loncly, carly
Bam Swallow and close views of dozens of Red Knols. A tota.l

of 83 species was seen.
Stcvc Glovcr

TOMALES BAY STATE PARK, March 16.

A cloudy day with cold wind kept many small birds quie!, but
ten obscrvcn did lcate 62 species. Sevcral brilliant Allcn's
Hummingbird malcs werc out. Orange-crowned Warblers wcrc
singing, and a Golden-crowned Kinglet was found in a flck of
chickadecs. The Emperor Goosc was gonc from Johnson's Oys-
ter Farm but we did scc the Barrow's Goldcncyc.

Elizabeth Dickey

BRIONES RESERVIOR, March 27.
Six birdcrs spent a day which will bc rcmembered for the mud
long a.[tcr the birds we saw arc forgotten. Our modest high-
lights included an Earcd Grebe in brecding plumage, Ring-
nccked Duck, and loB of Orangc-crowncd Warblcrs. 52 specics

were seen and mmt cveryonc enjoyed life birds.
Steve Glover

GARIN REGIONAL PARK, March 30.
A meager but cnthusiastic group of fivc birdcrs spent an abso-
lutely bcautiful spring day searching for early spring migrants.
Although thc Pileated Wmdpcckcr rcportcd the previous day
could not be found, highlighs includcd early Warbling vireo,
Pacific-slopc Flycatcher, and Wilson's Warbler, as well as a
Califomia Thrasher and a singing Sora. 53 species wcre scen

but this area has much morc potential than this numbcr would
indicatc, as 80 bids wcrc scen during the wcek.

Stcvc Glovcr
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steven Glover

Please scnd obscrvations to Stcven Glover,
333 Goshen Ct., San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207.

Please include your teleohone number with your observations.

l.aysan Albatross: 1 seen by many obscrvers at Whiskeytown
Reservoir, Shasta Co., through 323. Found dead 3124. (IR,
GF, KH, FB, BG, MJC, MOb; also on RBA)
Nonhem Fulmar: I dark phase on 323 at Hayward Shoreline.
(BR)
White Pelican: 24 on 4lZ over Shell Manh. (SE, LM)
Pelagic Cormorant: I on 32 at Emcryville Marina. (SG)

Cattlc Egrct: I prescnt at take Mcrritt through 323. (SG,

JR, FB, MOb; also on RBA)
Blue-winged Teal: 1 malc on 4n aa Coyotg Hills Rcgional
Park, Fremont. (JR, RR, RD)
Eurasian Wigeon: 2 males on 3/18 al Delcvan I.IWR, Colusa
Co. (GF, KII)
Tufted Duck: 1 on 3D ar Sutro Baths, SF (GD; I on 3/17 and

3/18 at t-akc Mcrritt (GF, SG); I on 3/22 in Glen Cove in
Vallejo (JR, RR). All on RBA.
Harlequin Duck: pair from early February through 323 at
Brickyard Cove, Pt. Richmond. (JR, PcG, B&AL, K&PG,
MOb; also on RBA)
Oldsquaw: I malc on 3122 in Glca Cove, Vallejo. (JR, RR:
also on RBA)
Black Scotec I fcmale on 3/19 off San Matco Bridge. (JR)
Hooded Mersanser: 2 on 3/6 just south of tlalf Mmn Bay.
(GF, MP)
Omrey: 1 on 32 at Alamcda Cre€d Quarrics, FremonL (SG)
Bald Eaglc: I adult on 3/19 at thc south end of Crystal
Springs, San Marco Co. (JR, RR); I adult on 3ll9 nd 3123
at Whiskcytown Rcscrvoir. (FB, MJC, BG, EL, JR, PeG,
K&PG; also on RBA).
Swainson's Hawk: I dark phase on 3/31 at Durham Fcrry
State Rccreation fuea- (GF)

Fcmrginous Hawk: I on 3/12 on Rio.Dixon Rd., Solano Co.
(rR)
Peregrinc Falcon: I on 3f2O ar Lakc Merritt (RL, SG): 1 on
329 at Pt. Rcycs Lighthouse (DC, FB).
Prairic Falcon: 1 on 3/6 ovcr her Alamo home. (JR)
Blue Grouse: I on 328 on Kingridge Rd., Sonoma Co. (GF,
MP, PeG)
l,esser Golden-Plover: I on 3/12 along Woodbridge Rd., San

Joaquin Co. (JR, RR); 8 or 329 at the Spaletta Plateau, Pt.
Reyes (FB, DC). Bolh also on RBA.
Mountain Plover: 30-50 found 3/l I on Creed Rd., Solano Co.
(GF, KfD; 300 on 320 on Flannery Rd., Solano Co. (FB, EL:
also on RBA).
Lesser Yellowlegs: I on 4f2 near t}re entrance to SF Bay
NwR. (JR)

Rock Sandoiocr: I on 3/19 at Pebble Beach, San Matco Co.
(JR; a.lso on RBA)
Franklin's Gull: I I'ks[ win@r bird on 3/l I at Stockton Scwer
Ponds. (GF, KH)
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Glaucous Gull: I frst winrcr bird ot 3ll2 u Stocklon Scwcr
Ponds. (SG, RL)
Rufous Hummingbird: I male on 318,9,nd25 tn hcr Alamo
yard (JR): 1 male from 3/5 through prescnt in thcir t-afayctE
yard (G&MrM).
Red-naped Saosucken I on 3/6 along Gazos Creek Rd., San

Mateo Co. (GF, MP; also on RBA)
Pileatcd WmdEckcn I malc on 329 at Garin Rcgional Park.
(BR)
Cassin's Kingbird: I on 4/6 along Mincs Rd. (SG, RL)

rygmy Nuthatch: pai,r on 4n ncsting at Redwmd Rcgional
Part. This the second Contra Costa nesting rccord. (BR. GF,
KH, l"P)
Nonhcm Shrike: I adult on 3/18 al Delevan NWR. (GF, KII)
Summer Tanagen I immau.ue male aI a ferder on Iyanhe Rd.,
in Oakland- (JR)

Clay-colorcd Sparrow: I on 3/19 at a fecder in thc tlalf Mmn
Bay Golf Coursc. (JR, RR; also on RBA)
"Slate-colored" Junco: I on 3/8 in her Alamo gardcn (JR)i I on
322 at Tilden Rcgional Park (SG, RL).
Hoodcd Oriole: I ma.le rctumcd !o hcr A.lemo yerd on 320
(JR): I male m 42 in his Walnur Crcck yard (KH, GF); I malc
on 46 in his tafayete yard (G&MJM).

Observcrs: Florcncc BcnneIL Deanna Cox, Mary Janc Culver,
Ruh Dcrmcnt, Shirlcy Ellis, Georgc Fingcr, Bcuy Gallaghcr,
Kcith and Phyllis Gish, Stevc Glovcr, Peggy Gross, Kcvin
Hinrsa, Bob and Ann Iandfcar, Ron Lindeman, Jcff and Dcbbic
McCarthy, Linda McElheran, Gcorgc and Molly Janc Monhcit,
Margc Planl" Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond, Rich Richmond,
and Donna and Genc Schlurer.

LECTURES AND EXCURSIONS

LIFE ALONG THE ROCKY CALIFORNIA COAST
Fascinating animals of thc tidal zonc will bc thc faus of a slidc
prcscnarion givcn by Profcssor Gary Brusca on Thursday, lvlay
16, at the Bay Shore Studies Opcn House. Discovcr the clonc
wars among ancmoncs, sec thc ncon+olorcd nudibranch, and
mcet shy, sacrcdve octopuscs. Thc p'rogram will begin at 7:30
p.m. al the Richardson Bay Audubon Cenrcr, 376 Grecnwood
Beach Road, Tibumn, 388-2524.

GREENBELT OUTINGS
The Grccnbelt Alliancc is sponsoring a scrics of hikcs and bike
ridcs in the Bay Aru's Greenbelt of orpen lands, through fhc cnd
of June. For more information or l.o rcgister, call or wrile the
Grcenbelt Alliance, I 16 New Montgomcry, Suite 640, San
Francisco, CA 94105, (415) 5434291.
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TRAVEL CORNER

Birding in Chile

by Hugh Harvey

Rosita and I had the opponunity in Dec€mber and January to
sec birds in Chilc. Whilc the major puposc of our trip was 10

vrsit Rosita's family near Parral, wc wcre rcady to lind and
idcntify as many birds as we could. Pan of our prcparation in-
cluded purchasing somc books from fte L.os Angelcs Audubon
Society bookstore.

The most imporlant book for us was Guia de Campo dc lns
Aves de Chile by Araya and Millie. Although Spanish is
Rosila's native language, translating tle dcscriptions and

matching them lo the black-and-whitc drawings was initially
tedious. Alter becoming more familiar with thc gcography of
Chile, howevcr, even I was ablc to interpret lhc bLd and rangc

descriptions with ease.

Two other books we had were The Birds of South Arneica,
Vol. I by Ridgely, and South American Birds by Dunning.
The first rs an exccllent book which covers only thc oscine
passerincs. I read large amouns of this book, even though it
had limited apptication for Chilc. The second bmk is a pho-
tographic guide comprising 1400 small photographs dong
with very brief descriptions of hc approximately 2700 species

in South Amcrica. This book was thc least useful !o us, as

birds wc saw scemed invariably to be in the half not portraycd
rn thc book.

Chile is a country whrch is about 2500 miles long and at the
most 100 miles wide. The northern part of fic country is
mostly 1250 miles of the dry Alacama descrl From Santiago

south for about 700 miles, Chile is very similar o Califomia.
The southern 800 or so miles comprises thc Magallanes, a
chain of rslands continuing o Tierra del Fucgo at the tip of
South America-

Rositr and I visited Santiago, Vifla dcl Mar on the coast, and

then stayed at the family farm near Parral, 2ffi milcs south of
the capital. Mornings on the farm often found us taking onc
of the family dogs for a walk. "Fuuzach" wou.ld occassional-
ly flush a Californra Quail, a "Perdiz" or Chilean Tinamou,
and sometimes a rabbiL Not only did the area resemble the
fmthills of our own Sierra Nevadas, we were surprised to f[rd
that the birds wcre almost a match. We saw Housc Wrcns,
Chrlean Mockingbirds, Chilean Flickcrs, Austral Thrushes,
and Austral Blackbirds. Other birds seen included Band-tailed
Sierra-linchcs, Grassland Yellow-finches, Diucas, Firc-cycd
Diucons, numerous doves, and the Long-tailed Meadowlark
with ils scarlct bre3sl

May 1991

Aftcr Ncw Year's, we traveled south to visit Rosita's sisler as

wcl.l as to see more of he country. wc saw crcsted caracaras,

Black-necked Swars, Conendcra Pipits, thc Spcctaclcd TFanL
Buff-ncckcd lbis, and thc Grcat Grcbc. A sidc rip to s€c lhc
Chilean Flamingos on the fiIst island of Chiloe proved futilc
when wc discovcred thcy had migratrd 1o Ticrra dcl Fuego for
thc summcr. Still, wc did se€ other aquatic bids including
Brown-hooded Gulls, Ruddy Turnsoncs, Hudsonian Codwits,
Whimbrcls, Two-banded Plovcrs, md Amcrican q/$crc2fcher.

Our ret.rm to thc mainland by ferry was made morc cxciting by
the dolphins who put on a good show for us. Rosita spottcd
some pcnguins in thc strait which urmcd out to bc Humboldt
Pcnguins. I also noticcd anothcr couple on thc fcrry paging
ft-antically thmugh thc Spanish-languagc bird guide. rrvhen wc
reurrned lo our ca$, I askcd thc woman if shc had secn thc pen-

guins. "Oh, ycs," shc rc,plicd, not $c least bil supris€d to bc
questioncd in English so far away from home.

Becausc Chilc is isolared from thc rcst of South America by
the Andcs Mountains, only 439 bird spocics havc bccn rccordcd
there. Some 45 of these have bccn singlc records, and anoher
70 arc primarily marinc birds. Many of thc rcmaining 300-
plus specics are found only in the far north or the extrcmc
south. While at first glancc thc 72 spccias wc sew sc€ms

small, it docs rcprcscnt a good cross-scction of thc availablc
specics. Twcnty of thc specics we saw can also bc sccn in
North Amcrica, such as Turkey Vultuc, House Sparrow,
Black-shouldercd Kite, Picd-bifled Grcbc, and Snowy EgrcL
Still, of thc 55 new specics wc saw, somc of our favorites
werc Thom-tailcd Rayadito, Plumbcous Aril, whilc-thoaled
Tree Runner, Rufous-bacted Negdto, Tuftcd Tit-tFant, Spot-
flankcd Gallinulc, Yellow-wingcd Blackbird, Rufous-tailed
PlantauEcr, as wcll as the cverywhcre prcsenl "Qucltchuc' or
Southcm Lapwing.

Travcl to Chile is not difficult, ifone docs not mind morc than
24 hours of plancs and aLports. Wc flew via t-os Angclcs and
Miami to Asunci6n, Paraguay, and finally to Santiago, Chilc.
With a littlc paticncc, almost cvcryplace in Chilc is accessible

by bus. When wc traveled to ftc south, wc rcnted a small car
for ninc days from thc Chilean Aulomobilc Association. A
l07o discount is availablc for CSAA membcrs. Whilc wc
stayed primarily with family during our trip, somc son of
lodging was availablc cvcrywhere we wcnl Kccp in mind that
Chilc is a largcly rural country with only one 1500 mileJong
north-south highway mnnecdng the major citics, Most of thc
remaining roads are gmd unpavcd surfaces. Travcling through
tle countryside and seeing the lifc of the campcsinos is o Ieam
"Quc lindo cs Chile,' how nicc is Chile.

Origrnal
Skcrch

by Carcl LUlz
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NEW MEMBERS

It is widr great pleasure that we gre€t hese ncw mcmbcrs and

hope to meet them soon: Susan A. Anderson, Barbra Ancma,
Lrnda Avila, Stewart Benretts, Sheila A. Beranek, Bel.l.y Lou
Botham, M. E. Boyd, Jim Boyer, Joanne Cavazos, Mrs. Donald
R. Colvin, D. Creswell, Lucitle Cuzzillo, Dorothy Daniels,
Laurella Desbomugh, Lrnda Downing, Peler Duda, Jinny Fahey,

Jennifer Faltings, James and Denise Flores, G. W. Fullick,
Frank Gale, Robeft Gay, Brian Cinnever, W. Goldner, Sharon

Grace, Gary D. Gray, John R. Harris, Mrs. John Harrison,
Dawn M. Heim, R. M. Heing, E. A. Hines, Nancy Howard,
Sondra Humphcries, Martha Keen, W. kdoni, Michael ttnders,
Marie Lowell, Suzanne Lutz, Michael Lynch, David Malley,
Mary Ann Marinak, Dean McWiUiams, Glen Mellinger, Caro-
lyn Nelson, Cindy O'Donnell, Jackie O'Dwyer, Patnck O'trary,
Donald Ome, Pcggy O'Neill, Sarah Powell, KatJrerine Prewitt,
Ebba S. Ridge, Brad Riordan, Dorothy Smith, Susan Slanton,
walter Sl,a[on, T. G. Stcinmez, Frances Sticha, Joannc Thorne,
G. Tibbett, George and Marilyn Trabcn, Susanne Vterra, Huey
Wade, Douglas R. Walerman, Paul Wentz, Kimberly White, and
H. F. Wulfekamp.
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NEW MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

Dianc Macario has resigned after tlree ycars as chair of the

mcmbership commiuec. Hcr energy and dedication have been

gcady appreciatcd by the MDAS board and mcmbers. Mike
Williams is raking over and we wclcome him b the board and

!o this important posltion.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our society has [rom time to limc rccerved gencrous donations

and bcquests given in memory of friends or relativcs, or as

spontaneous contributions to the society's gencral activities.
Such gifs, donations, and bequcsts arc wclcomed as significrnt
support of our gcls of wildli te apprcciation and conservation.

MDAS wishcs to cxpress appreciation for the donation o thc

chapter made by Jeannie Kalivoda of Culver City, Califomia.
in memory of her dear moticr, Isagcll Holmgrcn Kalivoda, a
Iong-Ume bird lover. Her gcnerosity is grcatly appreciatcd.
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June Program:

End of the Year Potluck

The next meeting of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
will be on Thursday, June 6, at 6:30 p.m., at the
Willow Creek Center, 1026 Mohr Lane, Concord.
This will be the end-of-the-year potluck. Please
bring a salad, casserole, or dessert for ten as well as
your own table service and any serving utensils you
may need. Coffee and punch will be provided.

6:30 Doon open
7:00 Dinner

The program will be provided by the members. Your
president Jim Lomax, who has shared so many of
his wonderful bird pictures with you during the year
will not be bringing any slides. Al[ the rest of you
who take those occasional pictures are urged to bring
them to the pot'luck.

Also, if you have found an old bird nest or built an
unusual feeder or bird house, bring them along to
share with the group! Anything relating to natural
history that you think would be interesting can be
shown at this meeting. All members are encouraged
to participate.

The four MDAS elected officers for the 199l-1992
tenn were chosen at the May meeting. Jim Lomax
will again serve as President, with AI McNabney as
Vice-President, Conservation, and Sheree Doucette
as Secretary. The new Treasurer is Brian Elder.
Congratulations o all.

The next board meeting will be on Tuesday, June 18,
at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Elizabeth Dickey, 113
Hillcrest Dr., Urnda,254-M86. Note that this is not
the usual Board meeting date. Board meetings are
open to all interested members.

Nq[g: The Yosemite field trip has been replaced by a
trip to lassen Volcanic National Park on July 6 and
7. Camping will may available at a group camp.
Please call Elizabeth Dickey at 254-U86 or Maury
Stern at 284-5980 if you are interested in camping.

1991 Al McNabney
Environmental Distinction Awards
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CONSERYATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

OIL DRN I ING IN THE ARSIIC NATIONAL
W]LDLIFE REFUGE

Dnlhng for oil in the Arctic National Wildlifc Refugc and off
the shores of California is now a hallmark of rhc AdminisEa-
tion's so-ca.lled "conservation policy.' Should we be concemed?
The answer is fully answered by thc following statistics now
availabte following t}re EXXON spill in Alaska:

Sea Ouers: Estimated deaths 3J00 o 5500 out of a
pre-spill populadon of 30,000. Carcasscs
found, 1,011. Mortality in the area con$nues
to bc abnormal.

Murres: fu least 170,000 breeding adults dead. Murre
breeding in oiled areas seriously dimrpted.

Ba.ld Fagles: Several hundred dead in Prince William Sound
and Alaska.

Other birds: Estimated total deaths 280,000 ro 550,000:
best guesstimate 350.000 to 390,000 birds
died in the oily goo.

Killer Wha.les: 22 out o[ the 182 Killer Whales in the area are
thought to havc perished.

Harbor Seals:

Rivcr Otters:

Salmon:

At Ieast 200: l9 carcasses found.

Unlnown; enatrc behavrour being observcd.

NO massive die-off ofadults found after the
spill. Continucd study to determine damage,
rf any, to retuming adult fish that wcre
exposcd as eggs and larvae.

When a conscrvation progmm rs NOT a conservatlon program
but instead calls for massive drilhng ln VERY sensrtiye areas,
pcople have a "righf' to let rcpresentrtives in the govemment
KNOW how they feel on such matters.

TIIE BUGS AND THE BEES AS WELL AS THE TREES-
WHAT DO TIIEY FIAVE TO DO WITH BIODIVERSITY?

Buttcrflys, bcautitul, not now so plentiful, providc a niche rn
thc natural world that is secmingly not replaceable. Many
brrds have to find (and eat) catcrpillars, larvae, or cggs. Ycs,
brrds must even eat ftose beautrful buttcrflys at certain Limes
of thc ycar IF they arc to be able to repmduce, fccd young, and
travcl long dishnces when migrating. BUT, drd you know tlat

June l99l

in the Golden Statc of Califomia, i153glts (which includcs
bu[erllys) are not cven ligld on lhe thre€lened or endangercd
species laws. As Michele Perrault (an Audubon Award win-
ner) put it $e other evcning, "This is amazing. Thcsc insects
arc at thc basc of Uc food chain for many spccics of birds. If
man isn't carcful and permits ftcs€ various specics !o b€comc
extinct, what bccomcs of the birG and other creatures who
seek insecs as sustcnancc." The answer, acaording to John
llafemik, "Loss of these insecls would produc€ a disaster for
many avian spccies." Shouldn't Audubon inll.iate acl.ion so
there will be recognition given by Califomia's cnvironmenhl
autlorities as 10 the ccological imporlanc! of butterflys and
othcr insccts?

BETHEL ISLAND: A DELTA FARMLAND OR
MASSIVE DEVELOPMENT?

The CCC Board of Supervisors approved a 'Spcrific Plan" for
dcvelopment on Bethel Island, in what appears !o bc a dircct
contravention of thc recendy complclcd County Gencral Plan.
Thc Sicrra CIub, MDAS, and the Grccnbelt A[iancc attcmptcd
to bring reason !o thc issues through conversation and discus-
sion without success. Sincc thc issues arc so impoflant and
basic, Iegal acdon was taken. Assuming the lcgal action pre-
vails, the County will havc !o redircct thoughr !o thc Bethel
Island growth and dcvelopmcnt plans. Judgc O'MaIlcy will
hear argumens in the casc on May 19.

TRANSPORTATION: DOES AI.IYONE CARE, WORRY,
OR Do ANYTHING ABOUT THE MESS?

Thc Metropolitan Transportation Commission asserts,

"When thc peoplc of thc Bay fua3 talk, wc listen. In polls and
at the ballot box, they've trold us that Eanspo ation is thcir
numbcr onc concem. They'rc increasingly frusEated by un-
checkcd, unplanned growth and the Eaffic congcstion that goes

with r1. GIyFN THAT CHOICF. 'rHEY Wotll.n
OPT FOR MORE MASS TRANSIT OVER HIGH.
ld.&fs. Funher, CI F AN AIR is also a priority."

Docs the roviscd Rcgronal Transprortation Plan really meet
travcl, envuonmcnla.l and social nceds o[ thc 1990's? A scrics
of meetings in May will continue the examination of MTC
policies and provide an opporlunity for the public to see, hear,
and panicipatc in the decision-making proccss. Or havc you
noted ANY altemauve transit system bcing built inlo Ule rc-
modeled I-680? Mcctings wilt generally be held in thc Mstro
Ccnter, BART Board Room, 800 Madison SL, Oakland. Fu-
ture darcs: May 8, 18, 21, 22 (Public Hearing).

FINALLY

A thank Jou to fie MDAS Board of Drrcetors and all thc
MDAS membcrs for the GREAT honor paid me at he May 3
mecdng.
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nps are open to mcmbers and nonmembcrs ahke. carpoo
dme rs depaflure dme. Carpoot expense: 5 ccnts per mile
per rider is suggested; tolls and enEy fees arc shared e4ually
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzle; if in doubt, call lcader up to

time.hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field rin:
Catcgory l: Easy, littlc or no walking, smmth paths

Category Z: Moderate, 1 mile or more, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficull, extenslve walking, rough terrain

Saturday, June l, Outer Point Rcycs. Carpool 6:00 a.m.
Acalancs Ave. off Pleasant Hill Rd., just north of Hwy 24.
Me€t at Drate's Beach, 8:00 a.m. Cross San Rafael Bridge.
From I-l0l norfi, take San Rafael exit. Go 2 blocks, tum left
and continue west to Sir Francis Drake Blvd. Tum right on
Srr Francis Drakc. At SR l, turn right l2 milc, left onto
Bear Valley Rd. about 3 miles, and onto Sir Francis Drake
Blvd. again. Continue about l4 miles to Drake's Beach Rd. on
lcft. Spring vagrants. Be prepared for variable wea$er.
Leader George Fingu,933-2468 Category 2

Thursday, June 6, Annadcl Statc Park. Carpml 6:30 a.m.
southwest corner of Sun Va.lley pa*ing lot. Me4t 8:00 a.m.
parking lot of Annadel Park. Go nonh on I-680, tum west on

I-780, go through Vallejo, and west on SR 37 to SR 121.

Tum left onto SR 12 for about 17 miles past Sonoma. Turn
left onto Los Alamos Rd., right on Melite Rd., then left on
Montgomery Rd. for 0.6 mi. Turn left on Channel Dr., 2 mi.
to road end. Yollow-brcasted Chats, Pileated Wmdpcckers.
Leader: Barbara Varghn,3168732 CatEgoty 2

Saturday and Sunday, June 22-23, Yuba Pass. Saturday at
Yuba Pass for mounain birds. Sunday, Sicrra Valley for basin
birds. Motels in Siera City: Hemngon's Sierra Prnes, (916)

862-ll5l; Sierra Chalet, (916) 862-1110: Shannon's Cabrns,
(916) 862-12A7 . Campgrounds at Chapman Creek, Yuba Pass.

Leader: Barbara Bwek,229-0394 Category 2

Wednesday, June 26, Bobelaine Sanctuary. Carpool 6:00
a.m. southwest comcr of Sun Valley parking lot. Take I-80
east from I-680. Aftcr the Yolo Bypass, say or I-80 to I-5,
then go nonh on I-5 to SR 99-70. When SR 99 splits off,
follow SR 99 and signs toward Yuba City. Two miles after
SR 99 crosses the Feather Rivcr, tum right on l.aurel Avenuc
to Bobclaine Sancuary at the end of thc road on Ue levc€.
Meet 8:00 am. at entrance to the sanctuary. YeUow-billed
Cuckoo fie targeti possibte Blue Grosbeak, Swainson's Hawk.
Leader: Jimm Edgar,658-2330 Catsgory 2

Saturday, June 24, Tilden Breakfast Walk. Meet at 6:0
a.m. in parking area at Nature Center. This will be a fairly
shon trip, followcd by a bring-your-own picnic breakfasL
Lcader: Dcnisc Wight,228-2601 Category I

June 1991

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

BRIONES PARK - NORTH, April 3.
Timely rains provided a colorful spring wildflower walk, with
the abundant nemophela, thc emerging lupins, and the brodeias

and madrones in bloom! Blucbirds, warblers, goldfinch and a
maturc Golden Eagle rounded out a fine early spring outing for
tcn membe$.

Mary Jane Culver

LAKE LAGUNITAS, Aprit 10.

The cight birders had cle€r, sunny weatlrcr to tmk for spring
migrants. Warblers and vireos were singing. Thc group had
gmd lmks al both Orange-crowned and Black-throated Gray
Warblen. Common Mergarsers and a kinglsher were activc at
takc tagunitas. Thc day becamc increasingly windy, but the
aftemmn birders did see a Common Loon in full altemaE
plumagc and watched hree Osprcy over lzke Bon Tcmpe. One

bidcr who arrivcd at 7:30 a.m. saw hc Pileated Woodpecker. A
total of 53 species seen and heffd

Elizabeth Dickey

DONNER CANYON, Apr 13.

Fourteen birders spent a beautiful spring day searching for
spring migrans. Thc highlights included bofi Hammond's and

Dusky Flycatchers, threc species of vireos, seven specics of
warblcrs including MacGillivray's, and a Sagc Sparrow singing
atop the sagc. Our tircd and slightly sun-bumcd group saw a
healthy total of 67 species.

Stcve Glovcr

IDA CLAYTON ROAD, April 18.

Thc moming was cool and foggy for len birdcrs. A Mountain

Quail was heard. Birds seen irrcluded Ring-necked Duclq Grcen-
backed Hcron, Osprey, 3 Wcstern Tanagcrs, and 12 Lcwis'
Woodpeckcs. Total spccies scen or heard 86.

Florence Bcnnen

DEL PUERTO CANYON, April 25.
This was a gmd biding day for the 13 btuders. Thc highlights
included 6 Golden Eagles, Vaux's Swifs, I Black-chinned and 2

Cosla's Hummers, 15 t ewis' Wmdpeckers, 9 species of fly-
catchers (including Hammond's and Gray, and a Cassin's King-
bird), a pair of l:zuli Buntings, Phainopepla, and Lawrencc's
Goldfinch. Tohl sperics 85.

Florcnce Bennctr

MINES ROAD, April 27.
One of thc best Mines Road trips I can remember. Thc wcaher
was porfcct, the wildflowers dazzling, and the birding good. The
sixte€n birders saw and heard a total of 78 species. The most
unusual bird of tie trip was a femalc turkey found four fcet
from the highway under a bush, presumably nesting. O$cr
gmd birds included Green-backed Hcron, Phainopcpl4 tcwis'
Wmdpecker, and hwrence's Coldfinch.

Barb Buek
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steven Glover

Please send observations o Steven Glover,
333 Goshon Ct., San Ramon, CA94583,ot call829-72O7.

Plcase include your elenhone number with your obscrvations.

Amcncan White Pelican: 34 on 4179 at Garin Rcgional Park

in Hayward. (SG)
Omrey: 1 on 4/10 at Lafayette Re'servoir. (BAW)
Swainson's Hawk: 5 on 4F at San Luis l.IrYR, Merced Co.
(JR, RR)
Merlin: I on 4/6 in San Ramon (SG): I on 4ll4 flying over
her Alamo yard (JR).

Prairie Falcon: I on 4122 xMorgan Territory Regional Park.
(GF, KH, MP)
Red Knox several on 428 in brceding plumage at fie Pinole
Regional Shoreline. (GF, MP)

Bgmy Owl: 1 on 4/18 (BR) and 2 calling on 4/19 (SG), all
ar Garin RP.
Bunowing Owl: 4 pairs throughout April on Bruns Rd. ncar
Brentwood (JB)
Spotted Owl: I on 4/16 (FB, MJC) nd 2 on 4122 (FB, EL,
BG), at Tomales Bay SP .

Common Poorwill: I on 4126 in White Canyon, MDSP (GF,

TB, KG); at least 2 on 4D7 in Las Trampas Regional Park
(sG).
Black Swifs 1 on 4/13 ovcr her Alamo yard. (JR).
Vaux's Swifr 1 on 4/13 over hcr Alamo yad (JR);2oltt423
along Del Puerto Canyon Rd. (FB, MJC, SG)t 2 on 427 in
Mitchcll Canyon, MDSP (SG); at le3st 200 on 4127 at Dow
Wetlands Preserve near Pitsburg (AY, AE, C&SH).
Black-chinned Hummingbird: 1 male from 4/10 to 4/13 in her

Alamo yard. (JR, RR, GF, BR)
Costa's Hummingbird: I malc 4/10 ro 4/13 in her Alamo yard
(IR)t Z on 4123 atong Del Pueno Canyon Rd. (FB, MJC).

Calliooe Hummingbird: -Lnraband I female 4/10 6 4ll3 it
her Alamo yard (JR); I on 4l2l urd 2 on 4125 (BR) and I on
4n6 (Gn,ail in Mirchell Canyon. ?'! :',' : , , .: :, i
Pileated Woodpecker: I on 4/8 at Napa-Bothc State Park.
(GF, MP, PG)
Hammond's Flycatchcr: at least 4 on 4/l I in Donner Canyon,
MDSP (GF, *,*)' 1 on 4ll2 in Mitchell Canyon (GF): 8
on 4ll4 il Donner Canyon (BR); 7 on 4/15 in Pine Canyon,
MDSP (KH); 3 on 4/18 in Donner Canyon (Cni 2 on 4/19 at
Morgan Tenitory RP (BR); 3 on 4n5 in Mitchcll Canyon
(BR); 6 on 429 in Mitchell Canyon (KH). These records
comprise l}le grea@st number ever recorded in the &st Bay.

Dusky Fl),carcher: 1 on 4/19 at Morgan Territory RP (BR)i 2
on 4f21 and 4 on 4125 in Mitche[ Canyon (BR); I on 460 at
MP 5.2 on Del Puerto Canyon Rd. (JR, RR).
Gray Fl],catcher: I on 4112 (GD and 1 on 425 (BR), in
Mitchell Canyon. Gray Flycarcher is very rare in the East

Bay.
Cassin's Kingbird: I through 4130 at the Tracy Golf Coursc.
(FB, MJC, RR, JR, GF, MP; also on RBA)
Varied Thrush: 1 fcmale on 4/16 in Dan Cmk Canyon,
MDSP. (KtI) This is Yery late.
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Yellow-brcastcd Chat: I on 460 on Del Puerto Canyon Rd.

(CF, Nq seen later by JR, RR)
Bluc Grosbeak: 1 on 4, at San Luis NWR. (JR)

Orchard Oriole: 1 fema.le on 4124 in her Alamo yard. (JR)

Very rare in northem Califomia-
Iawrence's Goldfinch: I oi4n2on Morgan Territory Rd. (GF,

I'lIP)i 2 oa 4D2 in her Alamo yard (JR).

Observcrs: Tony Battistc, Florence Bennet! Jerry Briucn, Bill
Chilson, Mary Jane Culvcr, Andy Engilio, George Fingcr, Bct-

ty Gallagher, Kcith Gish, Steve Glover, Peggy Gross, Claudia
and Scott Hcin, Kevin Hinlsa, Eugcnia Larson, Margc Plant,

Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond, Rich Richmond, Bctry Ann
Williams, Andrcc Youngson.

TRIPS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

SUPPORT SFBBO
Rich Radigonda urd Tom Praher arc sponsoring a l:nch, raffle'
and auction to benefit thc San Francisco Bay Bird Obsewalory.
SFBBO is trying to raise money for a ncw boat and motor for
thcir Bay studics. The sirloin barbe{uc lunch will be on Junc 8

aa $c Pinolc SporBman Club. Caktaits will bc at 12:30,

lunch at 2:00. Tickets are $25.00, For more information or !o
ordcr tickes, call Rich at 933-8525 or Tom aL7244yl,

HUMMINGBIRDS: JEWELS OF THE JUNGLE
Thge University of Califomia at Bcrkcley's [awrcncc llall of
Scicncc and the U. C. Botanical Garden arc co-sponsoring two
slidc prescntations by Esther and Robcrt Tyrrcll, fea[ring morc
than 100 color slides of hummingbirds. Those of you who
havc sccn and rcad thcir fcaure articlc in thc National Wildlifc
Fele;n;ton's International Widlde wrll know this is onc not !o
miss. Thc prescnl.ations will be on June 8 at 7:30 p.m. and

Junc 9 at l:30 p.m. at thc lawrencc tlall of Sciencc. Tickcts
are $9.00 ($7.00 for LHS memben). For information on how
to rcservc tickels, call g2-5134.

KAYAK TRIPS
Richadson Bay Audubon Centcr and Scancuary is offering day
long and ovemight kayak trips wcekcnds until thc cnd of June.

You'lt cxplorc beautiful coastal wetlands, obscrvc migratory
birds and madne lifc. Stable two-person kayaks arc uscd. No
previous expe.ricnce is necessary. Instruction and kayak gear are

provided. For more informaLion on fccs and times, call Kae
McCIain at 45G8956.

LINDSAY MUSEUM
Thc Lindsay Muscum has announced its summcr schedule of
safaris, trips, and classes, including a number of classes for
eens and children. Pre-regisration is required for all programs.

For more information, call lhc muscum at 935-1983.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jim Lomax

A lo[ of us are couch-potao environmentalis6 who find the
energy to lift a pen once a year to write he check for our
membcrship dues, and maybc cven wnte a letter of concem
periodically over some environmental travesty. I'm not criti-
cizing, heaven lnows, l'm a big couch-potato, tm, and we are
all helping. But there are trose who give vcry much more.
Who givc much of lheir everyday lives, energies, and souls to
the cause of saving whaCs lcft of our naEral world. Thus, aI
our last membershrp meeting in May, MDAS gave out some
awards !o honor those who receive so little for doing so much.

We, the Board of Direcors, needed a bench mark from which
we could set our standard. We therefore chose a man who fit
our ideal and who has given our chaptcr great recognition in
thc environmenhl Freld through his effors. As most of you
wcrE not at the me€ting, this is what his cerdficatc sl.ated:

'Be it lnown that fte Board of Direclors of the MDAS in es-
tabtishing the measure by which we sct $c standards of this
award for high esteem in the protection of the cnvironment and
all wildlife within,

"Found it most fitling and honorable to hold as the measuc,
the man,

June 1991

"Who, year after ycar, tirclcssly and sclflcssly pusues hc plcs-
crvation and enhancement of our environment and all life's
crcanrcs,

"Who *tends mecting upon meedng,

'Who writes letscr upon letter,

"Who gives frcely of his timc on &is Earth to save this Earth,
holding fonh agairxt the vast forccs of dcvelopment, pollution,
ignorancc, and apathy, using his rcmarkablc inner strcngth and
resolvc ro ovcrcomc such adversity and nevcr giving up cven in
dmes of dcfeatcd causcs, but renewing again and taking up the
banner of cnvironmental prol.ection so that new generations
may live in harmony with natuc.

"Thcrefore bc it Resolved, hat wc found Al McNabney bcst
exemplifies our ideal in eshblishing this award and unani-
mously votcd on thc 20th day of April l99l to present it !o
him fiIsl"

All the membcrs of the Board signed this cenificatc and gavc
AI he first "Al McNabney Environmcnul Distinction Award.'

We also prcscnted the award lo four othcIs, Mark Evanoff of
rie Grcenbelt Alliancc, Michele Perrault, Pasl Prcsident of fte
Siena CIub, Al Schiff, member of the Board of DLeclors of
thc Walnut Creek Environmental Council, and Gen Sattlcr,
Secrctary of Save ML Diablo and a mcmber of MDAS. Our
congratulalions to thc four of you, and to you, Al, for sctdng
such a high caliber of committsncnt and examplc for othcrs lo
follow.

5
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f99l AI McNabney Environmental Distinction Award Recipients

left to nght, Gen Satder with her husband William, Mark Evanoff, Al McNabney, Michele Perrault, and Al Schrff
MDAS Photo by Dan Van Zile
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NEW MEMBERS

We are happy to welcome these new MDAS members and hope
to me€t them in person soon: Karen Abbott, Alayne Anderson,
Roben Anram, Ruth Beeve, Timothy Borovkoff, Billy Bowen,
Carolyn Boytes, Phyllis Brittarn, Pamela Brmk, Patricia Camc-
ron, Vem Carrier, Valerie Casc, Mrs. James Conklin, K. R.
Coyne, Stephen Crump, Carmen Duafle, fie Escallier family,
M$. D. L. Faulkner, Geoff Gagner, S. Greensmith, Kathleen
Grimoldi, Phyllis Hampton, Craig Head, S. Hebefl, K. Hintsa,
Sue Hofius, Caren M. Hult, Robefi Hutchison, Alern Juc, M.
Killingswonh, Mr. and Ivts. John Lowe, Janet Mardirosian,
Mary McNanara, Boon See Nrshihara, Jay O'Bncn, Mrs. D.
Payne, Linda Philhps, James H. Re€dy, Matthew Remington,
Bryan Robcrtson, Hal Robins, Joel Sammerhill, Helen Scho-
field, Sarle,sh Shah, Margaret Shanks, Jennifer Snow, Maurice
Spnnger, Joycc Starling, Ruti Stewart, Dorothy Taytor, Deanna
Tom, Mrs. John H. Vuletich, Jewel Walach, John Walsh, ald
Roger Wilcox.

June l99l

SUMMERTIME TRAVEL

Summer is nerly here and many of you will be planning u'ips
to placcs near and far. As you lr-avel, remember to ask for an

extra copy of any facility maps and bird lists or checkliss
whcn you visit refuges, sanctuaries, or park. Pass fte cxtras
along l.o Jean Richmond to placc in thc chapter hlc. Also,
when planning a trip, contact Jean at 837-2843. She may
havc information on t}lc area you plan to visit and t}re bLds to
cxPcct therc.

Original
Skctch
by Carol Lutz
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Upcoming Events:

o Again this year, there will be no general meeting of
the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society in July or August.
The next general meeting will be on September 5, at
a new location. Details on the location of the new
meeting place will be given in the September issue of
theQuail.

1,/ ,, . 
'

The next board meedng will be on T-uesday, July 11,
at 7:30 p.m., at the new Wild Birds Unlimited Store

1- = at 729 Conra Costa Blvd., Pleasant Hill, directly
across the street from Mervyn's - Sun Valley. This
is a new store in the Bay Area, which will provide
advice, equipment, and supplies to bird watchers and
bird feeders. The owner is MDAS member Mike
Williams, who expects the store to open in mid-July.
Board meetings are open to all interested members.

There will be no picnic this year. If you would like a
picnic next year, pleasc let Elizabcth Dickey or any
other Board Member know before the August I field
rip planning meeting

The 2lst Annual Wildfowl An Festival will be held
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on lune 29 and from
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on June 30, at the Red Lion
Motor Inn at the intersection of Business 80 and Ard-
er Way, Sacramento. Featured will be cawing,
sculpture, fine art, and antique decoys. For funher
information, call Fritz Zanker, lll Biddleford Ct.,
San Jose, CA 95139, (4O8) 629-7897.

The yearly Field Trip planning meeting will be on
Thursday, August 1, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of
Elizabeth Dickey, 113 Hillcrest Drive, Orinda. If
you have requests, suggestions, or special birds you
are interested in, or if you would be willing to lead a
field trip, call Elizabeth at 254-0486 near the end of
July. Anyone interested in helping plan next year's
held trips is welcome to attend.

innie Young would like to thank dl the voluntceri
who brrought cookies to the meetings and helped set
up rcfreshments and clean up after the meetings. You

our social time fun!

a Have a good summer!



CONSERVATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

WHATS HAPPENING TO CALIFORNIA'S FARMLANDS
AND DOES IT MATTER?

Make a trip by auo to Stockton, tfuough thc many acres of
farmlands and walnut and other orchards. lr will providc a
graphic view of'whafs happening" to our valuable agncultural
lands. Implicalions for the future of wildlifc, birds, pmple,
jobs, industry, AND fie nation's food supply should crcate
grea( concems. At prcsent, abolt 4O?o of the nation's food
supply is produced by Cahfomia farmcrs. As farmlands arc
conve(ed to other uses, farmcrs, catdepeople, and ohers who
wan[ to continuc farming have to move to lands that are less

able o produce high quality crops. These lands arc usually far-
ther fmm largc population areas, which mcans transporladon
costs will ultimately increase; crgo, cost of food and fibre for
"we the peoplc" will incrcase. In fte long tcrm, food quanti-

ties and varicties for peoplc of the Shte and Nalion may well
be reduccd. Hisory indicates some early crvrhz:tions acually
failcd becausc of drought and thc resultant inability of people
to fc€d themsclves. Califomia is now entering a fift} year of
fuoughl This has brought scvcre restrictions on watcr usagc
for busincss, industry, and homc usc, to say nothing of the
drastic cffccts hc drought is having on wildtifc (bird) refuges
throughout fie statc. At long last thcrc is a rccognition tlEt
quality water MUST be made availablc for wildlife; tltis is in
keeping with insistcnces of Audubon chaptcrs. Competition
for scarcc watcr resourcqs will increasc as the drough! worsens.
Sincc brdlifc usually cant spcak for itself (cxclpt for a lrained,
educated parrot or two), it will be OUR obligation to so do.
Morc on lhesc important subjects in future weeks and monlhs.

BETHEL ISLAND LAND USE E-I AL.
Should highly productive dela islands (which incideno.lly he
below the normal river levcls) be converrcd to housing? Does
the County General Plan rcquire that ANY proposcd dcvetop-
ment project bc subjc.t to review as to possible impacs on the
infrasuucture, etc., of fic cntire County? It is likcly such
questions will be answcred in tre near future. kgal action is
underway, assening the special plan of a large Bethet Island
projcct docs not conform wit}t rcquircmcnls of the County
Gencral Plan. The issucs will be argued in coun on June 13.

Slay tuned.

NO NET LOSS OF WETLANDS
That was a campaign slogan in 1988. The rcalities of today
secm to produce a much different picture. Rumors of White
House intcrvcntion in an efforl to define wetlands appear to
have subs[ance. The intcrvention, based on reports le€king out
of Washington, indicate the interventron will cause thousands
of acres of wedands to be subject lo destruclion. Contra Costa
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County is moving (slowly) toward morc significant prolec-
tions of rcmaining wcdand rcsources. A wetland dcl-tnition has

bcen included in lhc recently compleEd County Gcncr]l Plan.
The rcmaining county wctlands arc to be asscsscd for possiblc
acquisition. The Clapper Rail, an endangered species found in
limited numbers in wetland areas such as cxist near Antioch,
probably cannot survivc without subsantial wedand habilal

MDAS, THE EPA, AND ITVATER QUALITY
The EPA and Statc Water Qualily Control Board's dccision
makers havc spent montrs delaying action on a state watcr
policy. MDAS, several ofter Bay Area Audubon chaptcrs, he
Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory, thc Natural Resources Dcfcnse
Council, Savc San Francisco Bay Association, the Pacific
Coast Federation of Fishcrmen's Associations, thc California
Nativc Plant Socicy, the Bay Institute, Citizcns for a Bettcr
Environmcnt, thc United Anglcrs of Califomia, tlrc Sicna
Club, and thc Envionmental Defensc Fund have all joincd in
lcgal acton to attempt 10 REQLIRE thc Slatc Watcr Resourccs
Control Board (and the EPA) to adopt a water policy that will
grvc attcntion lo the nelds of the Bay/cstuary, firsh, wildlifc,
and peoplc. For cxample: Thc Stalc Board afiniucd Utat "an

important mcans of helping protect bencficial uscs

...is...incrmse flow requiremenls." Thc Statc Boad refuscd to
evaluatc the effects of diffcring flow rcquircments on fish and

wildlifc. Thc organizadons assert thc State Board's omission
violated its duty 10 the public. Furlhcr, fie Slatc Board failed
to givc attrntion to a rcquest from thc Califomia Depafl.rnent
of Fish and Game that a complete biological assessment be
madc of thc potcntial adversc cffecs if no changcs wcrc made
in frcsh watcr flows. Decisions cmanaring from thc rcview
now underway by the Statc Board may dctcrmine the futurc for
much of California's bird and wildlifc, as wcll as that of we

tlrc peoplc.

SUMMER, BIRDS, AND YOUR VACATION HABITAT
You are cntcring trc summcr season. (With thc reccnl heat
spell, who had to remind you of that?) Your family may bc
uking off for a vacation in mounain, be€ch, or dcscrt areas,

depcnding on family interesLs. As you travel aboul, birding,
gazing at thc scenery, or whatever takcs your fancy, givc a
thought to the cnvironmcnt you arc secing. How has it
changed, or has it? (lf you u-avel ANYPLACE in Califomia,
you will surely note dmstic changes.) Do you bchcvc the
changes havc improved habiht and the qualrty of life for birds,
wrldlife, and peoplc? If so, you'll probably rcpon such
thoughts on your rctum. If, on the other hand, you sec chang-
cs that endanger birds and wildlife, or cvcn the ability of wc
humans to continue to exist, you should rcpon that. Today
few would argue against ALL growth, but if growtr will, in
the end, "do in' our birds, animals, and tlre naural bcauties of
the Slate, we MUST tell our decision makers.
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Have a wonderful summer. Scc you in thc fall.
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ps are open to members and nonmembers alike. Carpoo
timc rs depanure timc. Carpool cxpensc: 5 cenls per milc
per ridcr is suggested; ollsand entry fees are shared equally
by dnvcr and riders. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light ran or dnzzle; if in doubt, call lcader up to

ure ume.hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field trip:
Catcgory l: Easy, little or no walking, smooth paths

Category 2: Moderate, I mile or more, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult, extcnsivc walking, rough tcnain

Saturday, July 27, San Metco Coast. Carpool 7:15 a.m. at
El Ccrro Blvd., west of I-680. Meet at 8:30 a.m. in parking
lot off SR I opposite Pescadero Road. Cross San Mateo
Bridge, continue west on SR 92 to Half Mmn Bay, go left on
SR I for 15 miles to Pescadero Rd., tum right ino parking
lot- Can be cold and windy, somedmes hoL Early shorebirds,
Black Swift, Bank Swallow, Marbled Murrelet-
teader: Etizabeth Dickcy,254-0486 CalfBory 2

Saturday, August 10, Bodcga Bey. Carpool 6:30 a.m.,
southwest comer of Sun Valley parking lot. Mect 8:30 a.m.
at the Tidcs Reshurant. Go north on US l0l. Take the
Washinglon St. cxit ln Petaluma, go wcst on Bodega Hwy. to
SR I, tum lcft to Bodega Bay. Thc Tidcs is on left, opposil.c a
Union station. Can bc cold and windy. Early shorebirds, rails,
watcrbirds, posl-brecding migrants.
Leadcr: Shirlcy Ellis,939-9091 Category I

NOtf: Thc field lrip to Lasscn Narional Park on July 6 and 7
has been cancelled due to thc group campgrounds not being
availablc.

Original
Sketches

by Carol Lutz
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS

BRIONES PARK - WEST, May l.
Ninc obscrven spcnt an unsetded day which ended in rain as tie
group retumcd lo hc parking lot. Bcfore that, we found that
the summer birds werc back, including Ash-throated Flycarcher,
I -zuli Bunring, Black-headed Grosbcak, and Chipping Spanow.
Wc also found a latc Lincoln's Sparrow. 32 specics were scen.

Elizabeti Dickey

MITCHELL CANYON, May 4.
The wild flower walk in Mirchell Canyon rcwarded the fourtcen
participants with an unusual abundance of over 50 varieties of
blooms, with thc cndcmic Globc Lily so prolific it appcared as

carpcting in some areas. Thc unusual varicties of warblen and
flycarchcrs among tlc 58 species of birds observed complcted a
satisfying outing and our participation in the Bird-a-thon.

Gen Sauler and Mary Jane CulYer

MT. DIABLO, May 8.

A cold and windy day Feetcd the tcn membcrs and gucsts who
ravclcd up Mt. Diablo in search of warblers and somc of thc
spccial birds we scarch for on me mountain. The birds wcrc
plentiful whenever wc could avoid lhc wind Scvcn spccies of
warblcrs were seen, fiough not by all thc members. In all,58
species of birds werc seen during thc day, which was prctty
good. We got cxccllent vicws of Sage Sparrow, though no
Black-chinned Sparrows could bc found. It is always a treet !o
bc on Mt. Diablo, rcgardlcss of weathcr or birds.

Jimm Edgar

EAST CONTRA COSTA COt NTY, May 16.
Despite high winds and a ouch of hay fevcr, six birders saw
nearly cverything expected plus a few surprises. Among many
highlights were an Amcncan Whitc Pelican, a Whimbrcl, a
Burowing Owl with at lcast fivc re.en y fledgcd youngstcrs,
scveral Black-chinncd Hummingbirds, a singing Yellow-
breasbd Chat, two Wcslem Taragcrs, sir Blue Grosbcaks, and
firee Hooded Orioles. An cxtension trip o the Marsh Crcck
Reservoir added a Virginia Rail and scvcral Tricolored Black-
birds. 79 specics were sccn.

Stevc Glovcr

CASWELL STATE PARK, May 23.
A grand total of two birders spcnt a hot, trustrating day birding.
Although sevcral Swainson's Hawks of both light and dark
phascs were secn, warblcrs wcre quite scarce and no hummmg-
birds were found. A oul of54 species was seen.

Steve Glovcr

LAS TRAMPAS REGIONAL PARK , May 25.
Scven birders spent a bcaudful May morning hiking Rocky
Ridge to find thc highly prized Grasshopper Sparrow, which
sang patiently atop the grass while we admrred it tfuough a
scope. Other highlighE included t:zuh Bunring, Chipping
Spanow, tark Spanow, and Westem Tanagcr. 47 spccies seen.

StcYc Glovcr
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steven Glover

Please send observations !o Steven Glovcr,
333 Goshen Ct., San Ramon, CA 94583, or call829-7207 ,

Pleas€ includc your telephone numbcr with your observations.

Wood Duck: 1 female and 4 young on 6/4, I malc, I femalc
and 3 young on 6/l I at 5 Brooks Pond, Marin Co. (JR)

Oldsquaw: I on 6/2At the Fish Docks (SG); secn again on 6/4
(JR, SG, RL).
Wild Turkcy: I femalc on her nest on 427 (JR) and again on
5B (JR, !E), on Mincs Rd.
Black Tirn: 3 in brecding plumage on 5/5 al Hayward Rcgion-
al Shoreline. (JR, BR)
Burrowing Owl: 4 pairs and 18 young on 5/Jl along Bruns
Rd. near Blron. (FB, MJC)
Vaux's Swifc 1 on 521 at Sunol Regronal Park. (JR)

Black-chinned Hummingbird: 2 malcs on 520 at Piper
Slough, Bcthel Island (GF, MP); I malc therc on 5/31 (FB,
MJC).
Costa's Humminebird: I on 4/30 along Dcl Pucrto Canyon
Rd. (FB, MJC)
CallioDe Hummingbird: 2 ot 517 in Mitchcll Canyon, MDSP
(JR, RR); 1 male and I female on 5/10 in Back Canyon,
MDSP (GD.
Hammond's Flycatcher: 5 on 5/4 utd 2 ol 517 in Mitchell
Canyon (JR, RR):2 on 5/11 in Mitchell Canyon (GD: 1 on
5/14 at Rock City, MDSP (JR).
Duskv Flycatcher: 1 on 5/4 and I on 5, in Mitchcll Canyon.
(JR, RR)
Cassin's Krngbird: I on 4/30 (GF) and on 5F (JB) at Tracy
Golf Course.
Nonhern Parula: I female on 6/4 ar thc Pt. Reycs Lighthousc.
(sG, RL)
American Redslart: I on 6/'10 at the Nunes Ranch, Pt. Reycs.
(GF, MP)
Maccillivra),'s Warbler: 2 on 5ll4 near Pionccr Camp,
MDSP (KH, JR); 1 along Gazos Crcek Rd., San Mateo Co.
(GF, MP).
Yellow-breasted Chat 8 on 5/14 near De:r Creek, Ncvada Co.
(GF): at least 5 on 520 at Piper Slough (GR MP).
Rose-brcasted Grosbeak: I ma.le on 614 aa thc Nuncs Ranch
(SG, RL), seen latcr by FB; I on 6/5 at fte New Willows, PL
Reyes (GF, MP): 1 on 6/l I along Vision Rd., ncar Invemess
(JR).
Blue Grosbeak: 4 on 5/20 at Piper Slough. (GF, MP)
Green-uilcd Towhee: I on 526 in Mitchell Canyon. (Dw)
Black-chinned Soarrow: I heard on 5, in Mitchell Canyon.
(JR),: -' . i /.'p', - \'/ - /\ 

''. 
nh- r' t1 

't'',tt''''' -..:.'/.,1,t

Rcd Crossbill: 3 on 5E over her Alamo home (JR); 4 on 6/11
on Prerce Pt. Rd., Mann Co. (JR).
L:wrcnce's Goldfinch: I on 5/4 rn Mitchell Canyon. (JR)

Obscrvers: Florencr Bonnctt, Mary Jane Culver, George Fin-
ger, Steve Glover, Kevrn Hinsa, Mrke Iwanik, Ron Linde-
man, Marge Plant, Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond, Rich
Richmond, Dcnise Wight.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jim lnmot

Summcr is upon us and I know many of you arc off on summcr
vacations adding o your life lists. I'll be going on my vacation
in August to Brownsvillc, Tcxas. Nice and wam. The Bur-
rowing Owl Project finishes June 30 and I will lct you know
the rcsulB. Right now aftcr lhe frst few wceks, it doesrt lmk
very gmd, duc to low counts. The Percgrine Project has also
had mixed rcsul6. Wc lost two chicks to thcft or predaton,
we'rc not sure which. Wc had an awful lot of people pollution
at hc Cas c Rock area- But wc havc successfully placed two
othcr chicks in a Prairic Falcon ncst on lhc south sidc of the
mountain. MDAS will s@n be stafling a brccding bird a as
for Contra Costa County. I will bcgin the hnt prcpararions on
July 1. Committeqs will be set up, computer programs chcckcd
oul, and paprwork slarted. This is a five or si.x ycar project and
we nced and wi.ll rccruit lots of volunE€rs. So when your num-
ber is called, rcpon for yor:r physical.....

Thc Birdathon nctted a littJc ovcr 51000. Thc cxact figurc rs
not in yct as of this writing. All of you who plcdged end peid,
wc $enk you. I sent lctters to thc locd busincsscs and clcctcd
officials and was surprised by thc rcsults, or lack thercof. But
somc pccple did donar and havc no conncctions with Audubon.
Wc thank their gencrosity as well and applaud lhcir corrccm for
6c cnvironmenL Thosc thal responded:

Busincsscs: Cantwell & Stein Realtors and thc Hcstair Com-
puter Group's Gary Goodson. If you're lmking for morc, don'L
Thar's it for businesscs.

Electcd officials: U. S. Congressman Georgc Miller, Contra
Costa County Supcrvisos Nancy Fahden and Bob Schrodcr,
Mayon Byron Campbcll of Concord and Gwcn Rcgalia of Wal-
nut Creck, and Councilmembers Matt Mattson and Evclyn
Mumm of Walnut Creek. I sent leucrs to most of our eleccd
officials in thc county and thcse are the ones who res?onded. I
thank you on behalf of thc MDAS.

And I thank all of you, membcrs and non-mcmbcrs alike who
worked, plcdgcd, and contributed to our 1991 Birdathon. 39
members wcnt out May 4 and counted 158 species. Thcy wcrc
Foncst Bottomly, Nick Calicura, Cynthia Campbcll, Amanda
Cmper, Dan Coopcr, Gracc Cooper, Jan Cooper, Mclody
Cooper, Robin Cooper, Roberlo Coronel, Sonita Coroncl,
Mary Jane Culver, Elizabeth Dickcy, Sheree Douce$e, Jimm
Edgar, Brian Elder, Shirley Ellis, Pat Evans, Mia Ferrec,
Eugene Flctcher, Van Gilbcrt, Lita Gloor-Liltle, Janet Good-
man, Helcn Grubb, Jill Hcdgccock and baby, Jocl Hen, Barbara
[:x, Elaine Lec, Tom Lcc, Jim t mar, Pat McEachron, Mrri-
am Pasqual, Antiony Promessi, Jean Richmond, Barbara Sand-

kuhl, Sally Stellcr, Dcnisc WighL and Mike Williams. Thank
you everyonc.
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a RARE BIRD ALERT NUMBERS

o

ALABAI,[.\: (205) 987 -2'l3O

ALASKA: (907) 248-2473
ARIZONA':

Phoenix: (602) 832-87 45
Tucson: (602) 798-1005

ARI(ANSAS: (501) 753-5853
CALIFORNIA:

tucat (7O7) 826703r
Los Angclcs: (213) 874- 1318
Monl€rey: (408) 375-9122; updatcs (48) 37 5-2577
Morro Bay: (805) 528-7182
Nonhcm Califomia (415) 5284288 ot 524-5592
Sacramento: (9lO 481-0118
San Bemardino: (714) 793-5599
San Diego: (619) 435-6761t dat ly updates (619) 479-3400
Santa Barbara (805) 964-8240
S. W. Sicrra/San Joaqfin: (209\ 782-1237

COLORADO: A03)973-7207
CONNECTICUT: QO3) 254-3615
DELAWARE: Ql 5) 567 -2473
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: (301) 652-1088
FLORIDA:

Sarcwide: (813) 98/,4444
[.ower Keys: (305, 294-3438
Miami: (305) 667-7337

GEORGIA: (40/.)5W420/.
IDAHO: (208) 2363337 (southeast)
N T INOIS:

Central Itlinois: (217) 785-1083
Chicago: (708) 67r-1522

INDIANA: (317 ) 259-49 t t
IOWA

Slatewide: (319) 338-9881
Sioux Ciry: Q12) 252-5958

KANSAS:
Satewidc: (913) 329499
Kansas City: (913) 342-2473

LOUISIANA:
Balon Rouge: (504) 293.2576
New Orleans: (50/\ 246:'2473

MAINE: (204 781-2332 (5pm-8am wkdaysi'24 hr wkends)
MARYLAND:

Statewide: (301) 652-1088
Harford County (301) 638{290

MASSACHUSETTS:
Boslon: (617) 259-8805
Wcstcrn Mass.: (413) 253-2218

MICHIGAN:
Sta@\Yide: (616) 47 I 49 19

Southeastem Mrch.: (313) 278a288
MINNESOTA:

Sratewidc: (612) 544 -50t6
Duluth: (218) 525-5952

July l99l

MISSISSPPI: (601) 467-9500 (coaso

MISSOURI:
Srarewidc: (314) 445-9115
Kansas City: (913) Y2-2473
St Louis: (314) 938-5349

MONTANA: (M) 721-293s
NEBRASKA: (ffL) 4$n724 (5pm-8am)
NEW IIAMPSHIRET (0, n4-99N (M-F 5pm-9am;

S-S 24 hrs.)
NEW JERSEY:

Sratewidc: (201) 7e2fi1
Capc Ivlay: (ffi) 8U-26'26

NEW MEXICO: (50, 662-2101
NEW YORK:

Albany: (518) 439-880
Buffalo: Ql6) 8961271
Ncw York: QlZ) 8324523
Rchester (7 16) 461-9593
Syracusc: (3 I 5) 682-7039

NORTH CAROLINA: (7M) 332-2473
OHIG

Blcndon woods McfroPark (614) 8954222
Cincinnati: (513) 521-28/.7
Clevcland: (216) 289 -U7 3

Columbus: (614) 221-97 36
Southwe$em Ohiot (513) 277-&46
Youngstown: (216) 7 42ffi1

OKLAHOMA: (405) 3734531 (Oklahoma City)
OREGON:

Shtcwide: (5O3) 292ff51
Southern Orcgon: (503) 8267011 (10pm-6am wkdays only)

PENNSYLVANIA:
Eastcrn Pcnn: (215) 759-5754
wcstem Penn.: (412) 96345ffi
Philadelphia: (2t5) $7-2473 and (301) 652-1088
Wilkes-Barc: Q 17) 825-2473

RHODE ISLAND: (401) 231-5728i to rcWfl @Ol) 231{,444
SOUTll CAROLIN A: QM) 332-2473
TENNESSEE:

Starcwidc: (615) 35G7636
Chauanmge (61 5) U3 -2822

TEXAS:
Statewidc: (7 13) 992-27 5'l
Austin: (512) 451-3308
Norlhcentra.l Area: (8 17)'261 47 92
t owcr Rio Grande Valley: (512) 5654773
San Anonio: (512) 733-8306
Sinlon: (512) 3g-3634

UTAH: (801) 5384730
YERMONT: $m) 457-2779 M-S 5pm-8am; Sun 24 hn.)
VIRGIMA (8M)9?9-fi36 and (301) 652-lm8
WASHINGTON: Q06) 5268?fi
WISCONSIN:

Sarewide: (414) 352-3857
Madison: (6S) 255-276 (exccpt 9-3 wcckdays)

WYOMING: (307) 265-2473
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NEW MEMBERS THE LAST WORD

As cdrlor, I rescrve the right to thc last word in the final issuc
of the year. This has been a busy ycar for our chaptcr, full of
t}ings of importancc to bc reportcd to you, the membcrs. I
hope it has bccn inrcresting and informative. I want b fiank
all those who havc contributed !o this effort, cspccially thc
monthly conlributors Jim Lomax, Al McNabncy, Maury
Stem, and Elizabeth Dickey. Both tie Obscrvations and lhc
Membership Editos changed during the year, and I want to
tlmnk Jean Richmond and Diane Macario for thcir carly work
and Stevc Glover and Mike Williams for condnuing thc fine
cffon. I also want !o thant all thc field trip leaders, thc Travcl
Comcr conribubrs, and all those who havc scnt in itcms of
special intercsl A special tiank you gocs to Carol Lutz
whosc skcrchcs havc graccd thesc pagcs each month. Finally,
last but nor lcast, a big thmk you !o Bctty Gdlaghcr and her
crcw, who assemblc and mail the finishcd Qnail so efficiently.
Next year I hopc to havc contributions from morc of you o
add to thc diversity and inErest of lhe Cuajl. In thc meantimc,
enjoy your summcr, as I am going to cnjoy minc.

tg

The Quail is prtblished nonthly excepl lor the combined JulylAuyust issue. Audubon membership inclrdes subscriptions to the
Quau o Aurlubon mtgazine. To join ($j1lyear individuol, $38 fonily: intoductory and senior rates availablc), write a check to
Nanonal Audubon Society bu send 4, with leuer or subscription card., to the Menbership Chabperson, Mikc Witliams, t tT2 t"arch
Avenue, Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter bercfits financially from nembership applications it processes. Fult Audubon nunbership
is encowagcd, but subsuiption to the Quail is available separate lrom mcmbership at gStycar. Thc check should be nadc to MDAS
and nailed to the MDAS Trcasurer, Florence Bennett, P.O. Box 31435, Walnw Creek, CA 94598. First class mailing ol thc Quolt
to mtmber or nowncmber is an additional $3lyear payq,ble to MDAS & sent a the Treaswer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consult Mikc Williams, (415) 376-t631.

Barbara Burek, Editor, 157 Mt. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (415) 229-0394
Exchange bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audubon Society, P. O. Box 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94596, please.

-r-EES3
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We arc happy to welcome lhese new MDAS membcrs and hope
to meet thcm in pcrson soon: Elmer Andcrson, Jacklynn Arzio,
Rosemaric Ba.ll, Hclcn Ballck, Ellcn Beglcy, t clia Dempscy,
Kimbcrly Evans, Cynthra Fong, Walt and Jean Foskett, Ken and
Lola Fulks, Katlryn Funk, Mrs. Robcn Galley, Jamcs Gardncr,
Suc Gonsalves, John Gordon, Mary Greathousc, Linda Grccn,
Srcvc Holcomb, Ann Jercmussen, Jamcs Johnson, Dorohy
Leslic, Lil F. Long, Lorraine Mrozowski, Mary Nclson, Mel
Newland, Rosc Nobilc, Richard Nonis, Mr. and Mrs. Neil E.
Nu[cr, Maryaret Re€d, Walrcr Sasscs, Anne Schneider, lorraine
Schulmeister, Franccs Scgars, Sally Smith, Penny Stcward,
Brenda Styer, Doris Tobin, and James Wrighr.

o

o
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Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
P.O. Box 53

Walnut Crc€k, CA 94596
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cfhe QU{tIb
o IUIEIIN OF IHE MI. DLIBI.O AUDUION SOCIEry

P.O. BOX 53

WAINUT CREEK, CAUFORNTA 9/696
(510) AUD-UBON

President: Jim Lomrx, 825-1513
YP Conscrvation: Al McNabncy, 945-1785

Trc$urer: Brirn Eldcr, 743-1018
Sdcs Marugcr: Gifford Young, (7U) 7454134

Programs: M[rry StcrIL 284-5980
Ficld Trips: Ehzrbc0r Dickcy, 254-ME6
Mcmbership: Mikc Williams, 376-1631

Publicity: Shirlcy Ellis, 939-9091
Hosprtrliry: Winifrcd Young. (7O7) ?454134

Educrtion: Jm Coopct, 372-8680
Scclctrry: Sherc. Doucrttc, 682-6278

L-,1

. \so.
E

September 1991 Vol. 38 No. I Ncxt Deadlinc: Scptcmber 12
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September Program:

Welcome back! The frst meeting of the Mt. Diablo
Audubon Society will be on September 5 at our
new time and meeting place. Our president Jim
Lomax went to Massachusetts and New Hampshire
in early June and photographed approximately fony
bird species, including seven warblers we don't see
here, such as the Black-throated Blue, Canada,
Chestnut-sided, Black-and-white, and Blue-winged.
He also photographed the Roseate Tern, Common
Tern, Least Tern, Scarlet Tanager, Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Veery, Wood Thrush,
Gray Catbird, Swamp Sparrow, and many more.
You will enjoy the pioures and Jim will point out the
diagnostic differences between confusing species.

Birding information for September will be given by
Susan Heckly from the Lindsay Museum, who will
speak on wildlife rchabilitation.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, September
12, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Barba:a Burck, 157
Mt. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, 229-0394. The board
meetings are open to all interested memben.

The Birds of New England, Part I

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our new meeting place
is thc Pleasant Hill Senior Center, 233 Gregory Lanc,
Pleasant Hill. The new times for the meetings are
as follows:

7:10 Doors open
7:30 Birding Info
7:50 Business Meeting
8:20 Social Time
8:4O Program
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CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

DOES THE BELL TOLL, AND IF SO, WHY?

Not the bell in the belfry, but the $$$$$ in lhc 1oll box. That
could well be the future IF thc proposcd toll road is constructcd
in East Contra Costa County.

QUESTION, DO YOU WANT SUCH A MESS? ANOIhET

quesdon, what are drc implications for the futurc if such a

mons@r is ever authorizcd? Thc proposcd toll road would,
among other things:

Desuoy irreplaceablc prinrc farmland
Destroy wetlanrls during the process of construcLion
Result in TWO new bridges across the dela
Run right ncxt to and possibly impair forcvcr unique

and fragilc Nativc American archcological srtes

Spread urban sprawl, crcating more and more raffic,
more smog, more air quality problems

The totl road is on the agenda and may well bc adopted by the
MckopotiBn Transponation Commission (MTC), BEFORE
ANY environmcntal or public review is undertakcn.

WIIAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT THIS ISSLIE? You can wdtc
to thc Mekopolihn Transportation Commission, opposing thc
inclusron of thc (MONSTER) loll road ln the Rcgional Trans-
poflation Plan.

By writing NOW, you can:

Slop the (oll road promoErs from using PUBLIC
MONIES to build this TOLL ROAD for privatc profit

Tum back a project lllat has had NO environmcntal revicw
Tum back a project that has had NO serious publtc rcview

Address your leuer o:

Chris Britde, Metropolitan Transportation Commission
101 8h SEe€t, Oakland, CA 9460747m

If you want to do a bit more than just writing a lctlcr, attend
the PUBLIC he3ring on Wednesday, September 25, at l0l 8th
SEeet, Oakland. PARTICIPATE and present YOUR thoughts
on the issue.

Funher information can be obtained by calling Mark Evanoff
or Jim Sayer at the Greenbelt Alliance, (415) 5434291.

September l99l

TOXIC SPILTS AND THE FUTURE

Thc Sacramcnto River from just above Dunsmuir lo at lcast

L-ake Shasla is DEADT Thousands of fish, many small ani-
mals (numbcrs not known), and birds are already dcad Many

of thesc animals dicd bccause of lack of food, or from drinking
the porsonous water from thc rivcr. No less important is ftc
fact thar ALL plant life in and along t]tc rivcr is dcad.

Why such an accident? Good qucstion. Therc cle3rly was

much confusion among officials as to what happcncd and what

to do and how to do it after the derailmcnt of the sevcral cars.

It appeaB lhe loxic was NOT considered by thc Dcpanment of
Transporlatron (DOT) as bcing hazardous. That undoubtedly
playcd a major rolc in the confusion. Why was thc tankcar
NOT labeled? Rumor has it that DOT dccidcd as long as toxic
"stufl" was in a tank car, thc material was NOT a hazard. How
did tlat inErprelation occur? We as ousiders don'lknow. Wc
can assume "somcone" with an intercst in minimizing thc
freight chargcs and special cosls levicd to cover shipmcnt of
highly oxic chemrcals argued with someone in thc apPropriatc

agcncy tiat as long as thc matcrial was rn a lank car it was

NOT hazardous and that argumcnt was acceptcd. The impro-
priety of such a decision is now clear. The decision probably

saved tJle shopper some money, but lmk at whafs happcned to
our environmenl as a rcsulL

Wc've all heard the argumen! tlat 'business has bccn hampered

by intrusivc, ovcrcxtcnsivc govemmcntal rcgulation." Wc'vc
also hcard, over and ovcr, fiat busincss should be dc-rcgulaa4
permitting management to compctc better. Wc'vc sc€n tltc
Exxon oil spill in Alaska. We've now seen 6c cnvironmcntal
disastcr on the Sacramento River. Thc advcrsr impacB on
pcoplc, birds, and all wildlife havc becn unpleasanl to hear

about (worsc to se!). A quesdon being askcd, "How many

morc such disastcrs can our cnvironmcnt sland wihout sevcrc,
long-rcrm advcrsc cffecs?" Anoher qucstion, 'Should wc
sland by and let morc such disasers happen?'

Original
Skcrch

by Carol Lulz
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT, FY 90-91

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD:

Operating Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

INCOME:

National Audubon Society dues share
Subscriptions o T hc Quail
Sales, Birding Nonhern California (fo Consewation & Education Fund)
Other sales, net
Donations to MDAS
Bird-a-Thon Donations
Peregrine Project Fund Donations
Audubon Adventures Donation
Interest eamed (Home Federal) (Part to Conservation & Education Fund)

INCOME + BAI-ANCE FORWARD:

Operating Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

DISBURSEMENTS:

koduction and disurbuion of The Quail
Rent, General Meeting
Adminisu-ation
Equipment
Conservation
Membenhip
Program presentation
Education
Field trips
Hospitality
Publicity
Christmas Bird Count
Sales expenses, repining Birding Northern Califurnia
Telephone (AUD-UBON)
In s urance
Bay Area Audubon Council

CONTRIBUTIONS:

Lindsay Museum, Califomia Nature Conservancy, Mono lake lrgal Defense Fund,
Save Mt. Diablo, Audubon Canyon Ranch, Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory, etc.

TOTALDISBURSEMENTS:

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD:

Operating Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

$3,098.s0
11,136.78

$8,442.20
717.00

5,924.8r
441.t4
137.70

1,118.25
1,080.00

3s.00
827.16

o

$14,087.90
18,870.64

$8,298.54
365.00
112.87

1,5&.70
170.67
726.23
138.06

115.35
25.78

365.42
3,403.18

166.00
6s 1.63

$2,715.00

$18,8r 8.43

$ 1,693.43
12,446.68

o
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L99I-92 FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE

IMPORTANT: This is a tentative schedule. Weather or availability of leaders may require changes. READ
TflE SUAtLl Weekday trips are often switched between Wednesday and Thursday to uke advantage of tides or
other opportunities. Two-day weekend trips may be done either day alone'

Thank you to everyone who helped put together this interesting schedule of trips for the coming year. Also thank
you to those who will be leaders.

Elizabeth Dickey, Field Trip Chairman

4

Sept. 7 Sat.
11 Wed.
19 Thur.
25 Wed.
28 Sat.

Oct. 3 Thur.
12 Sat.
16 Wed.
26 Sat.
31 Thur.

Nov. 2 Sat.
7 Thur.
12 Tues.

16 Sat.
20 Wed
30 Sat.

Dec. 5 Thur.
11 Wed.
14 Sat.
21 Sat.

Jan. 4 Sat.
8 Wed.

16 Thur.
18 Sat.
29 Wed.

Feb. 1-2 S-S
5 Wed.
8 Sat.

13 Thur.
15-16 S-S
)6 wed.

Moss I:nding - Salinas River
Hayward Regional Shoreline
Point Diablo (Hawk Hill)
Bolinas Lagoon and Sewer Ponds
Outer Point Reyes

Lincoln Park
Abbott's lagoon
San Mateo Coast
Lirnantour
Tilden Regional Park

Tennessee Valley
Alameda South Shore - Arrowhead
SPECIAL TRIP for parents widt

young children to Lafayette Res.
Charleston Slough
Mt. View Saniury - Mallard Res.
Altarnont

Niles Canyon
I-afayette Reservoir
CHRISTMAS COUNT
PaIo Alto Baylands

Putah Creek - Lake Solano
Rarity chase
Sunol Regional Park
Bolinas - 5 Brooks
Grizzly Island Wildlife Refuge

I-os Banos - Panoche Valley
Thornton - Stockton Ponds
San Mateo Coast
Berkeley Shoreline
San Luis Obispo
l^ake Merritt

June

July 11-12 S-S l-assen National Park

Hayward Regional S horeline
Bodega Bay
Black Diamond Mines Reg. Park
Tomales Bay
Mitchell Canyon

Garin Regional Park
I:ke lagunitas
Ida Clayton Road, Napa Co.
Donner Canyon
Bothe-Napa State Park
O*Iing
Del Pueno Canyon

Mines Road
Briones Park - West
Mitchell Canyon
Mt Diablo State Park
Caswell State Park
East Contra Costa Counry
I-as Trampas Regional Wildemess

Annadel Sate Park
Outer Point Reyes
San Francisco Parks
Yuba Pass - Sierra Valley

San Mateo Coast
Bodega Bay

Apr. 4
9

15
18
22
25
30

Mar. 5
'1

11
2l
26

May 2
7
9

13
20
23
28

Thur.
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.

Sat.
Thur.
Wed.
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.

Sat.
Thur.
Sat.
Wed.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.

Thur.
Sat.
Wed.

21 S-S

o

o

4
6
01

20

Sat.
Sat.

IAug.
15
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ps arc open to membrs and nonmcmbcrs alikc. Carpoo

time is dcparturc time. Carpool expensc: 5 cents per mile
per rider is suggcsted; tolls and entry fees arc shared cqually
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, field Suidc and lunch.

Trips go in light rain or drizzle: if in doubt, call leadcr up o
timc.hour bcfore

FIELD TRIPS

Difliculty of field trin:
Catcgory l: Easy, liulc or no walking, smooth paths

Ca:r;got ! 2i Modcratc, I milc or more, possibly rough

Catcgory 3: Difficult, cxtensive walking, rough terrain

Saurday, Scptcmber 7, Moss Landing - Selinas River.
Carpoot 6:m a.m. El Cerro Blvd., wcst of I-680' Meet 9:00

a.m. at Jeuy Rd. off Highway 1 in Moss I-anding. Watcr and

shore birds, possibly vagEnts.
l-eader: Steve Glovct,829-7207 Category 3

wcdncsday, ScpEmb€r I I, Haywerd Rcgional Shorelinc.
Carpool 7: l5 a.m. at El Ceno Blvd., west of I{80. Meet at

8:45 a.m. in parking lot at cnd of Winton Ave. Takc I-680
south to I-580. From I-580, go south on I-880 (Nimitz). Turn

right on Winon Ave. Water and shorc birds.
Leader: Steve Glovcr,829-7207 Ca@gory 2

Thursday, Septembcr 19, Point Diablo (Hawk HiU). Car-
pml 8:00 a.m., Acalancs Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just

north of SR24. Mcet 9:15 a.m. in upper lagmn parktng area.

Take thc San Rafacl Bridge and US l0l south !o the SECOND

Sausalito cxit. At the stop sign, go left UP thc hill' At thc

lntersecdon, go right downhill. At the next stoP sign, tum
left and continuc on Io thc parking lot at thc uPPer tagoon. If
clear we3thcr, carry lunch to stay on llawk Mounlain until
mid-afternoon for migpting hawks and possibly swifts.
Leader: Jim Lomax, 825-1513 Catcgory 2

Wednesday, September 25, Bolinas Lagoon end Sewcr
Ponds- Carpool 7: 15 a.m. at southwcst corner of Sun Vallcy
parking lot. Mcct 8:45 a.m. in fronl of Audubon Canyon

Ranch. Go west firough Vallejo and continue wcst on SR 37

to Aherton Blvd. On crossing 101, Atherton bccomes San

Marin Drivc. At junction with Novato Blvd, um right and

continuc !o cnd at Pt. Rcycs - Petaluma Rd. Turn lcft and go

to SR l; left again on SR 1 to Audubon Canyon Ranch.

I-eader: Eliz:bcth Dickey, 2544486 Caegory 2

:- ",, ', .7 
"'Saturday, eetober-6, Outcr Point Rcycs. Carpool 6:30

a.m., Acalanes Ave., off Plcasant Hill Rd., jusl norlh of
SR24. Mect at Drake s Bcach at 8:30 a.m. Cross San Rafacl

Bndge. From US l0l, takc San Rafael cxit, go 2 blcks, tum

left onto 3rd St. In San P.nselmo, tum right onto Sir Francis

Drakc Blvd. At SRl, ffn right 0.25 mile, then lcft onlo Bear

Valley Rd. for aboul 3 miles, thcn onto Sir Francrs Drakc
again. Continue 14 miles to Drake's Beach Rd. on IcfL
Lcader: Stevc Glover, 829-7?-07 Category 2

Scptembcr l99l

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

OUTER Pf. REYES, Junc 2.
Six membcrs and guess had a beautiful day, sans high winds'

on the outcr coalit of Pt. Reyes, scarching for eastcrn vagrans.

Unfortuantely, although thc viewing condidons werc grcat' the

vagranB didnt show up. But wc did sc€ 65 spccics and had

grcal views of brccding-plumaged Rcd-nccked Phalarcpes, and

Oldsquaw and Black Scotrrs.
Gcorgc Fingcr

ANNADEL, Junc 7.
Only four membcrs met ar the Sun Vallcy Iot and wcrc joincd

by two morc at the park. The moming was unusually cool for
Annadel 0ris timc of year. Thc much-hoped-for Pileated Wood-

peckcr dccided to eludc us this ycar, sadly, but wc got cxcellcnt

views of thc Ycllow-breastcd ChaL Hc poscd, sang, and callcd

most cmpcratively, and we age€d il was worth thc trip to vicw

such a bcautiful bird. 32 spccies wcrc s€cn. 
,* r_U*

YUBA PASS, Junc 23-24.
Twenty-four mcmbcrs and gucss had a beautiful weckcnd of
good birding, despite thc devastation of clear-cuBing al Yuba

Pass. The Black-backed Wmdpeckcrs wcrc nesting as usual,

and we found Wiltiarnson's Sapsuckcrs and Whitc-headed l ood-

peckcrs. In thc Sicrra Valley, hiShlights included Black Tems'

Vcsper and Brewefs Sparrows, Green-tailed Towhccs, and Sagc

Thrashers. 90 specie,s wcrc secn and several more wcrc hcard.
BabaaBErk

BOBELAINE, June 27.
A faithful and serious group of sevcn bfuders showed uP bright
and carly to atEmpt oncc again to locate thc clusivc Yellow-
biUcd Cuckm. Though thc habilal of this beautiful sanctnry
is pcrfect and thc cuckm is undoubtedly brctding thcrc, wc wcrc

unsuccessful in our search. We did sce numcrous Wood Ducks

and cxccllent views of Swainson's Hawk. Six swallow specics

kept us alcrt and working on our identification skills. A trip
extcnsion to thc Woodland Sugar Ponds pmduccd brccding-
plumaged Earcd Grebc, Ruddy Duck, and Cinnamon Tcal. thc

lar.er two with young. All in all,56 sPccies were secn.
Jimm Edgar

TILDEN, Junc 29.
Two birders braved a toggy, dtudy carly mc,rning lhal fcll mqc
like winter than Junc. Highlights includcl a Coopcr's Hawk
dangling a mousc and a Warbling Vireo singing from thc nes-
30 spccies wcre secn or hcard"

Denise Wight

SAN MATEO COAST, July 27.

CaIm, overcast weatler made for good viewing and 14 members

and guesrs had a gmd day. The highlights included Marbled

Murclcls, Rhinoccros Auklets, Black Scotcr, and threc Black

Swif6. A total of 60 species wcrc secn.

Elizabcth Dickcy
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Ple3sc send observatiors to Steve Glover,
333 Goshen Cu, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207.

Pleasc include !,our trlephonc number with your observations.

Red-nccked Grcbe: l onln along Highway I near thc San

Mateo Co./Santa Cruz Co. [nc. (SG)
Eared Grebe: 2 on 8/6 ncsting at thc Stockton Sewer Ponds.
(FB, MJC, BG)
Wmd Duck: 4 pair and 12 young on 6/13 and 779 at 5 Brmk
Pond, Pt. Rcyes. (FB, MJC)
Krng Eider: I fcmale on 7f (SG) and on 7/15 (GF) in Moss
Landing Harbor. (Also on RBA)
Northern Harrier: I on 710 at Oak Knoll Picnic Area,
MDSP. (KH) This is early for thc mounnin.
Northem Goshawk: I oa 624 at Yuba Pass Campground.
(GF, MP)
Percgrine Falcon: I on 7n3 at Coyote Hills Rcgional Park.
(sG)
Snow], Plover: 2 adult-s and at least I young on 6/18 along
Harbor Bay Pkwy., Alamcda. (JR, RR, GF, MP, P&PM)
Bu[f: I on 7122 at the Spaleua Slop Ponds, Pt. Reyes. (GF,
MP; also on RBA)
Wilson's Phalarope: 7 on 8/6 at t}te tldi Scwer Ponds. (FB,
MJC, BG)
Least Tem: secn by many observcrs throughout June and July
at Alameda Souh Shore and tlayward Shoreline; 37 were seen
on 7lZ3 ar Coyole Hills (SG).
Black Tern: 7 on 6R0 along Roure 99[0 in the rice Frelds
just north of Sacramenlo. (SG, RL)
Tufted Puffin: I or,7l9 at Chimncy Rock, Pt. Rcycs. (SG,
RL; also on RBA)
White-winqed Dovc: I ol 'llZ at Hayward Shoreline (RI);
sccn again on 7/3 (BR). Fint Alameda County rccord.
Westem Screech-owl: 6 on 78 at Garin Rcgional Park. (SG,
RL)
Bunowinq Owl: l2 adult owls and 8 juveniles on 7/l near the
rntersections of Della Rd. and Byron Hwy. and Della Rd. and
Seller's Avc. (GF)
Great Gray Owl: I adull and 3 young on 624 (FB, MJC) and
629 (SD, JL) at Chevron Meadow, Yoscmite (FB, MJC); onc
adult on 7l I ar Milc 5 of Glacier Pr. Rd., Yosemite (SG).
Common Poorwill: 1 adult with 2 young in Pine Canyon,
MDSP (KH, BR). This is onc of thc fcw rccenr county ncs!-
ing rccords.
Pinyon Jay: about 15 on 623 alonr Red Rock Rd., afEr the
Yuba Pass ldp. (JR, RR, GF, MP, P&PM)
Yellow-billed Magpie'. I on720 in hcr Martjnez yard (JC),
sccn latcr by DW. This is thc frrst record from anywhcrc clos-
er than Alamo. Although this could bc an cscapce, Kevin
Hrntsa poinLs out that this is the time when lhey move.
Canyon Wren: 1 on 7/18 at Knobcone Pt, MDSP. (KH)
They are only known o be in onc olher spot in thc county.
Phainooepla 1 on 5/5 in her Maninez yard. @W)

Septcmbcr l99l

Black-throatcd Gray Warblcr: I adult fecding young on 730 in
Pine Canyon. (KtI) Sccond county nesting record.
Townsend's Warblcr: 1 on 7 Bl at Muir Picmc Arm, MDSP.
(KH, RL) Very rare hcre in summer.
American Redstart: I on 6/10 at the Nuncs Ranch, Pu Rcycs.
(GF, MP)
'Wcstem Tanagcr: a pailr on 7ll in Mitchell Canyon. (MJC)
This is scarcc nester hcre.
Rose-breasEd Grosbcak: a pair on 6/13 along Vision Rd. in In-
vemess. (FB, MJC)
Blue Grosbeat: 3 pair on 6/19 along Woodbridgc Rd. in San

Joaquin Co. (FB, MJC)
Hmded Oriolc: I oa 6128 in Donner Canyon, MDSP. (Kt{)
Hooded Oriolc des not occur on the park list and is unusual
away from residential palm trees.

Observers: Florencc Bennou, Jan Cooper, Mary Janc Culver,
Shcree Douccttc, Ccorgc Fingcr, Betry Gallaghcr, Stcvc Glover,
Kevin Hinsa, Ron Lindcman, Jim lrmax, Pat MacEchern,
Paul MacEchem, Margc Plant, Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond,
Rich Richmond, and Denise WighL

For information and updates on rare birds in the Bay Area and
northem Califomia, call the Northem Califomia Rare Bird
Alert, (415) 524 -0288.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

School is approaching and it is timc to think of the Audubon
Adventurcs pro$am. Audubon Advcntures is a bimonthly
ncwpapcr for each student, plus a tcacheds guidc, for third
through sixtlr graders. Last year wc had 65 classcs sponsorcd.
The newspaper covcn areas of environmcntal educalion.

Won'l you think about sponsoring a class? Hclp our young
pcoplc appreciatc thcir world. Thc fee is $30.00 per class.
Makc chccks payable o National Audubon Society and mail to
Jan Coopcr, 1414 Date SL, Martincz, CA 94553.

SPONSOR: Name:
Address:
New Renewal

SCHOOL NAME:
Grade 

- 

No. Students
Teacherrs name:
School Address:

6

o

o

o



7 September 1991

a FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH SPECIAL EVENTS AND CLASSES

by Jim Lomax
RICHARDSON BAY BRUNCH AND AUCTION
This year's Richardson Bay Champagnc Brunch and Auction
wiu bc held in t-he meadow by the Lyford House overlmking
hc Bay on Sunday, September 15. The auction itcms includc

vacations and tdps by land and se3, including a trip for two
from Special Expeditions to the winner's choice of Alaska, tltc

Columbia and Snakc Riven, or Baja. Also included will bc

fine wincs, dinncrs at Bay Area restauranls, cameras, and house-

hold items. A delicious salmon brunch will be servcd as wcll
as champagne and ofier bevcrages. A ncw fcatr:re tlris year will
be dcsscrt and wine tasting. The tickcb arc $35 per person.

Support the Audubon Center and Sancurary! Send your check by

Septcmbcr 10 o Richardson Bay Audubon Ccntcr, 376 Grecn-
wmd Bcach Road, Tiburon, CA 94920, or call (415) 399'2524
for morc information.

Welcome back I hope everyone had a good summer and found

a few new life birds. We now havc a new mccting place and

dme. Last season was very productivc for MDAS and I am

looking forward to this year. Our Percgdne Falcons that wc

inroduced ino a Prairic Falcon nest last May fledgcd on June

20 and wcnt off to a new world. We hope they retum once

they grow up. I thurk all the voluntecrs who helPed on this
project. I know thcrc were some hard dmes this year. I also
rhank Chevron Corporation in San Ramon and Dow Chemical
Company in Pittsbug for their gencrous donations of $500
each towards the purchase of these bfuds. Finally I thank Ed
Bardett, owner of Sun Vallcy Auto Plaz in Concord, who was

soliclted by lctter and contriburcd.

By now you should have received a t'lyer announcing the grand

opening of "Wild Birds Unlimited" at 720 Contra Costa Blvd.,
across from Mervyn's at Sun Valley. This is a brald ncw storc

stockcd with everything a birder could want, likc 9 kinds of
seed, 50 types of fccders, bird and bat houses, binoculars,
scopes, bird books, naturc gifts, and bird tapes. Makes my
moulh water. But fic BEST part is thaf with every purchasc

by an MDAS mcmber, our chaptcr receives a 57o donation
from the sale. This is a wonhwhile fund-raising cffort, which
has been approved by National Audubon and by your Board of
Direcors, and which will hclp 1o linanc! otr efforts to proEct
wildtife. This also satisfies onc re4uirement for recenification
each year. Member Mike Williams owns this storc and has

made us this gencrous offer. Many thanks go to him. From

time to time, you will receive flycrs in the mail announcing
semi-annual seed salcs, discounts, or other specials, so do lakc
adyantage. Notices will appear in the Quail also. Make sure
you mcntion you are an MDAS member.

lastly, ifs hawk migration time again. I can't stress cnough
Uat a trip to the Main Headlands and 'Itwk HiIl" will beneltt
you in raptor identification. A day spent therc seeing any of
19 possiblc raptors wlth the Goldcn Gatc Raptor Observatory
membcrs calling out I. D. will help you leam and you will
find yourself assisting. The hawk watch will mcur every day
from mrd-August until t}le 15ti of Deccmber. MDAS member
David Jesus is a Day tcadcr therc and will personally help you
ger slarted. Thc GGRO is performing vcry vital research that
wlll ultimately help us understand and savc the raptors in our
part of the world. If you would Iike to send a donation to the

GGRO, thc address is GGRO, Building 201, Fon Mason, San

Francisco, CA94123. Allen Fish and his group deservc our
help. See you September 5.

GOLDEN GATE AUDUBON PROGRAM AND WORKSHOP

At thc first fall mccting of fic Golden Gate Audubon Saicty,
wildlife reseffch phoographer "Moose" PetErson will present a

multi-projector slidc show, 'Carrizo Plains, last of thc Grass-

Iands." The Carrizo Plains, rn Califomia's Ccntral Vallcy, is

homc to many cndangcred planls and animals, which Mmse has

spent a decade researching and phoographing. Thc mecring will
bc Scptember 12, at 7i30 p.m. at the Northbrae Community
Church,94l Thc Alameda, Berkelcy. On Saturday, ScPtrmber
14, Moose will conduct a wildlife phoography workshop at the

PaIo Alto Baylancls. Thc cost of thc workshop is $20: the

mecting is free. For more information, call the Goldcn Gatc
Audubon scicry, (51o) u3-2222.

FALL BIRDING CLASSES
Thrce cvcning bird classes taught by Jc Morlan will bc suning
Scptembcr 3,4, and 5. All classes mect from 7:m to 9:30
p.m. in Room 2ZZ, M?-riJlla Middle School, 3500 Fillmorc at
Bay St., San Francirco. Tuesday's classes are an inuoduction to
birds and brding. Wednesday's classes are an in{cp0r sordy of
North Amcrican land birds. Thursday's classes study watcrbLds,
including shorebirds, gulls, and tems. Classes arc cndorsed by
Golden Gatc Audubon Society. Fces are $50 for each cight-
we€k coursc. Pre-rcgistration is recommcnded. For informa-
tion, call the Community Scrviccs Officc of San Francisco

Community CoUege at (415) 561-1840.

BAY SHORE STUDIES VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
volunEcrs arc nceded to lcad licld rips to thc cdgc of thc Bay
for the Richardson Bay Audubon Center. To becomc a Bay

Shore Studies volunteer, sign up for the fall training classcs

which arc on Fridays, suning Scptcmber 20, from 9:00 a.m. to
noon at lhc Audubon Center in Tiburon. Call Meryl Sundove

at (415) 388-2524 for funher information.
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PUBLICATIONS

Biding Northetn California, by Jcan Richmond. Our
chapter's guidc to 72 bcst birding spos. 142 pages. $10.00
plus $0.82 tar = $10.82 at me€tings, $12.25 by mail.

Ocean Binls of lhe Nearshore Pacifrc, by Rich Stallcup,
Point Reyes Bird Obscrvaory. 214 pgcs, illusEated. $16.72
plus 51.38 ux = $ 18.10 at mcctings, $19.50 by mail.

Rogcr Tory Peterson's ftird cdition of FbU GuAc tu Wesl-
ern Bhds. 432 pages, 165 color paintings, 441 color maps.

$14.00 plus $l.15 lax = S15.15 at meetings, $16.50 by maif.

Scptcmber 1991

AREA CODE CHANGES

On September 2, 1991, the 415 Tclephone Area Code will bc

split in two. San Francisco, San Mate!, Marin, and pans of
Sanra Clara counties will rcuin thc 415 Area Code. Alamcda
and Contra Cosa countics will havc a new 510 Area Code. To
dial numbcrs'in the 415 Area Code, dial l+415+thc 7-digit
numbcr. Thcrc will bc a five-month pcriod from Septcmbcr 2,

1991, to January 27,1992, whcn both thc ncw and old ways

of completing call will continue !o work. Bcginning January

2'l, 19V2, calls dialed with thc incorrcct Are€ Codc will not bc

complcted.

8
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Birding ot the Bottom ol th. Bay, Second Edilion,
by Santa Clara Vallcy Audubon Saiety. 124 pagcs. $10.m
ptus S0.82 lax = S10.82 at meetings, S12.25 by mail.

Books arc available at MDAS meedngs or from Salcs Manager

Gifford Young, l45l Janct Coun, Benicia, CA %510, (707)

74541y.. Please makc checks payable !o MDAS.

The Arcs Codes listed in this issue of he Qusil includc the
new Area Codcs for thosc numbers in the 510 Area Code. Thc
numbcJi in the 415 Area Code arc indicarcd as such. You
should remembcr lhat these new Are€ Codc numbcrs will not
be in effect until alter Septcmber 2. Numbcrs in the 707 Arca
Codc arc unalfccted by this changc.

The Quail is published monthly cxcept for the conbncd JulylAugtlst issue. Audubon membership includes subsciptions to the

Quail and Auilubon magazinc. To jon ($3qlyear indiiduol, $38fanily; intoductory and senior rotes available), write a check to
National Audubon Society but send it, with lcucr or subscription card, to the Mcmbersdp Chairperson, Mikc Williatns, 1172 Larch
Avenue, Moraga, CA 94556. The Clnpter bercfia financially from nznbership applications it processes. Full Audubon tncnbership
is encouraged, but subscription to th. Quail is aailable separatc from nembership ot $8lyear. The check should be rnadc to MDAS

and nuilcd to thc MDAS Treasurer, Brian Elder, 349 Canuritas Way, Danille, CA 94526. First cla.ss nailing of the Quail to mem-

ber or nonmember is on additional $jlyear prlable to MDAS & sent to the Trc^Juter.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consult Mikc Willians, (510) 376-1631.

Barbara Buek, Ed,ttor, 157 Mt. Keruedy Dr., Martiaez, CA 94553 (5)0)229-03%
Erchangc bulletins for MDAS to M,. Diablo Audubon Sociery, P. O. Bot.53, Walnw Crcek, CA 94596, plcase.
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Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
P.O. Box 53

Walnut Creck, CA 94596
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e Luis Baptista has spoken to our group several timesU a*ing tf," past five years and alvfiys presented lively
and entertaining talks. For our October 3 meeting,
Dr. Baptista will update his famous lecture on the
White-crowned Sparrow song dialects. Listening to
Luis Baptista whistle bird songs is an experience not
to be forgonen and one that cannot be repeated often
enough. If you were unfortunate enough to miss his
first talk to our chapter, be sure to come to this new
talk.

Dr. Luis Baptista eamed his Ph.D. in Zoology at the
University of Califomia, Berkeley, and afterward
conducted research in bioacoustics, systematics, and
DNA hybridization at the Max Planck Institute for
Behavioral Physiology. He is currently Chairman
and Curator of both Ornithology and Mammalogy at
the Califomia Academy of Sciences.

Birding information for October will be given by Jim
l,omax who talk about the Great Gray Owl.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on thc fint Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our new meeting place
is the Pleasant Hill Senior Center, 233 Gregory l-ane,
Pleasant Hill. The new times for the meetings are
as follows:

7:10 Doors open
7:30 Birding Info
7:50 Business Meeting
8:20 Social Time
8:40 Program

Special Field Trip Notes:

The date of the Outer Pt. Reyes fietd trip was listed
incorrectly in the Field Trips write-up as Saturday,
October 6. The correct date, as given in the 1991-92
Field Trip Schedule, is Saturday, September 28.

Two special field trips have been added to the trip
schedule for October. There will be a visit to the
Santa Cruz Falcon Breeding Project on Wednesday,
October 2, and a trip to Wall Ridge on Mt. Dablo on
Saturday, October 19. See the Field Trips write-ups
for funher details.

October Program:

The next board meeting will be Thursday, October
10, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Jim Lomax, 3636
Lolita Dr., Concord, 825-1513. The board meetings
arc open to all interested memben.

White-crowned Sparrows, Revisited

o



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

MORE ON TIIE TOLL ROAD
Latc information conccming fie effccs of MDAS's and otlcr
organizaLrons' lcttcr writing campaigns on Oe East CCC Toll
Road indrcate 20 to 40 opposition lettcrs a day arc arriving at

the MTC headquarters. That's a terrific response, but DONT
let up now. Decision time will soon bc here. If you haven't

writlen your leucr yet, do il NOw! Write !o Chris Brit e al

he McEopolitan Transportadon Commission, l0l Sth St.'

Oakland, CA 945O747Cf. lf you haven't writtcn, DO IT
NOWI!!!!

WETLANDS
If wc're not carcful, Ure nation's wetlands will be not only an

endangercd spccies, but many of thesc importanl rcsourccs will
be gone forcycr. Thc implications of such a sioadon arc awc-

somc to ftink of. An ACTION ALERT on wetland issucs by

the National Wrldlife Federation is indicadve of tlre problcms

IF tlc prcscnt 'proposed" rulcs are NOT withdrawn:

"When hcsidcnt Bush ran for offrce, he promiscd the

American peoplc that hc would be the Environmcntal
PrcsidcnL At thc top of his TO DO' list was a plcdge

to support NO Net Loss of Wctlands."

"Now he has backcd down from $at promisc. THE
BUSH ADMINISTRATION }IAS ruST RELEASED
A PLAN THAT WOULD REMOVE MILLIONS
OF ACRES OF WETLANDS FROM FEDERAL
PROTECTION, ALLOWING WETLANDS TO BE

DEVELOPED INTO SHOPPING MALLS, PARKING
LOTS, AND CONDOMINIUMS." (cmphasis supplied)

Furthermore, thc NWF says, "Wctlands play a vital role in our

economy. Thcy scrvc as Naturc's giant spongcs, soaking up

cxcess waler after hcavy rainfalls to protect our homes and

communities from costly flood damagc." 9570 of San Joaquin

Valley wetlands havc becn lost lo agricultrJre, dcYclopmcnt or
othcr forms of human activity. 9O9o+ of the SF Bay/Delta
wetlands havc likewise been lost for many of the same rca-

sons. Somc arguc tnt under OIc President's proposed rules,

half of the Florida Everglades witl NOT be protectcd. In other

areas, such as the SF Bay, languagc is contained in the rules

rat would probably open thousands ofacres of vital we ands

to all sorb of entcrpriscs bccausc "man" has inrrac@d with
former wcdands in somc manner. YOU can hclp do somc-

rhing about all [lis. Write 10:

Mr. Gregory Peck, Chief
WetlanG and Aquatic Resources Regulatory Branch

Mail Code (A--104D U.S. E.P.A.
401 M SEeeq SE
Washington, D. C.zUA

Ocbber l99l

MDAS and other organizations arc in the process of esablish-

ing a Califomia-based organization that will work to protcct

this Statc's very limitcd wetlands.

OLD GROWTH TREE PROTESTIONS FLASH
A last ditch cffon, reported as we go to press, indicates a tot of
VERY hard work by Audubon's Wesern Rcgional Ofnce, ptus

phone ca.lls from MDAS members to Sacramcnto legislators'

offices produced thc Frnal push ne€ded to savc the bill from a

poison pill (an amcndment desiSrcd !o kill thc bill without
sceming !o so do). A BIG thanks to all thosc who callcd.

Sen. Dan Bmtwright was a supporter of the cffort-

BAY VISION 2MO - REGIONAL LAND USE PLANNING
Study, consideration and decisions arc slowly but surely mov-

ing thc far-rcaching land use plan, referred to as Bay Vision
2020 from an amorphous blob of rdcas to thc point wherc

some details arc bcginning to cmcrge. Planning urvotved fivc
major issuc areas:

Policies and planning proc€sses

Who (what agcncies, elc.) would bc consolidard and how

Rcpresentation on govcming body by regional commission
Additional powcn for thc commission
Funding for lhe comm ission and rclated prolecs

A scries of public meetings to explain thc progmm, process,

etc., will be hcld as follows(t):

ThuMay , Scptember 26
Bord of Supcwisors Chambers
San MaEo County Govemment Ccnter
401 Ma$hall S1.

Rcdwmd City, CA 94063

Monday, Seprcmber 30
City Council Chambcrs
San Rafael City t{au
1400 Fifth Ave.
San Rafacl, CA 9490'l

ell mectings schedulcd for thc hours 7:m to 9:m p.m.

(*) NOTE: Meetings in Walnut Crcck and Oakland wcrc held

prior to the date of issuancc of the Quail. Meetings arc co-
sponsored and moderatcd by the League of Vomen Voters.

If interested in additional information, write to :

ABAG
Cei.l Scandonc
P. O. Box 2050
Oakland, CA 94604-2050
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Trips are opcn to mcmbers and nonmembers alike. Carpoo
time rs departure time. Carpool cxpense: 5 ccnts pcr mile
pcr rider is suggested; olls and entry fe€s arc shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binmulars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or ddzzle; if in doubt, calt lcadcr up to

Ume.hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Drfficulty of field trip:
Category l: Easy, little or no walking, smooth paths

Caagory 2: Modqate, I milc or more, possibly rough
Catcgory 3: Difficult, extensive walking, rough tcrrain

Spccial Ficld Trip: Wedncsday, Ocbbcr 2, Senta Cruz
Falcon Brccding Projcct. 10:00 a.m. tour of facility at

U. C. Santa Cruz. Cdl Elizabeb Dickcy, 254-O486, as soon

as possiblc if intcrestcd. $3 to $8 fec, depending on number of
pcoptc participadng.

Thursday, October 3, Lincoln Park. Carpool 7:45 a.m. at
intersection St. Stcphen's Drive and El Nido Ranch Road in
Onnda. From wcstbound Hwy. 24 takc St. Stcphcn's cxit.
Mcet al 9:00 a.m. along El Camino Del Mar, ju$ beyond the
Legion of Honor. Fmm Kenncdy Dr. in Goldcn Gare Park, go
nonh on 30th Avc. to Clcmcnt SL Tum left to 34th Avc.,
and right on Lcgion of Honor Dr. Fall migrans and vagrants.
Lcader: Barbara Varyhn,3768732 Cargory 2

Saturday, October 12, Abbott's Lagoon- Caryool 7:m
a.m., Acalancs Avc., off Pleasant HiU Rd., just nonh of
SR24. Mect 8:30 a.m. at Be3r Valley Visitor's Ccnter, Point
Rcyes. Cross t}tc San Rafael Bridgc. From US 101, takc tltc
San Rafael exit, go 2 blocks, and tum lcft onto 3rd SL In San

Anselmo, turn right onlo Sir Francis Drakc Blvd. At SRl,
tum right 0.25 mrle, left onto Bear Vallcy and left again ino
fie Visitor's Cenler. We should scc waterfowl, shorebirds, and
possibly hawks or cagles. Carry lunch and liquids.
Leader Maury Stcm,284-5980 Catcgory 3

Wcdnesday, Octobcr 16, Srn Matco Coast. Carpool 7:15
a.m. at El Ccrro Blvd., west of I{80. Meet at 9:15 a.m. in
parking lot off SRI oppositc Pescadero Road. Cross thc San

Mateo Bridgc, continue wcst on SR92 to Half Mmn Bay, go

lcft on SRI for l5 miles to Pescadero Rd., turn right into
parking lot- Can bc cold and windy, sometrmes hot.
Leadcr: Florence Bennetl. 689-3 106 Catcgory 2

Special Field Trip: Saturday, October 19, walt Ridge
on Mt. Drablo. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at Rck City parking lot
for fall migrants and wildflowers. Follow the signs for Mount
Drablo lrom I-680 in Danville past fie Enranc! Station. $5.00
fL c For updatcd specifics, call Mary Jane Culvcr at 682-0509
or Bctty Gallagher aa 682-?458.

Octobq l99l

Saturday, Octobcr 26, Limantour. Carpool at 7:00 a.m. at
Acalancs Avenue, olf Pleasant Hill Rd. just north of SR24.

Mect at 8:30 a.m. at thc Bear Valley Visitor's Center, Pt.

Reyes. Scc Abbot's Lagoon trip for directions !o l}lc visitor's
Center. Shorc birds, seabirds, and watcrfowl, as well as land

birds on the ridge. Trails may be muddy.
[.eader: Stcvc Glovcr,829-7207 CatEgory 2

Thursday, October 31, Tildcn Rcgionel Park. Mcet al
8:00 a.m. in parking lot at cnlrancr to the Naturc Ccnter, at thc

north end of the Frk.
kader: Barbara Vaughn,37G8732 Category I

FIELD TRIP REPORT

BODEGA BAY, Augu$ 10.

Sixteen bideIs spent a glonously beautiful, what a way o bcar

$e heat, day at dris supcr birding location. 63 spccies were

seen or heard, including a greatly increascd number of White
Pelicans, ncsting Pclagic Cormorans off thc Head, and at least

six Osprcy.
Shirlcy Ellis

FIELD TRIP CLASSIFICATIONS

by Elizabelh Dickey

Thc following cxplanations are offcred in an attempt lo help
clarify thc catagorics for our field trips:

Category l: Very casy trips. Many arc car birding where the
most strcnuous excrcise is gctting in and out of cars. Otlcn
arc short walks on surfaced paths. Exccptions arc Palo Alto
Baylands and Mt. View Sanitary where rails are unsurfaccd and

often muddy.

Catcgory 2: lrngcr walks, on trails rat]cr than surfaced paths.

Cerain rails may be very primitive, but the trips are organized
so that an individual could wait at the trail hcad while oftcrs do
this portion of the trip. Outcr PL Reycs is such a trip - New
Willows s a shon but very difticult walk, but those not going
can bird ncar thc parking lot-

Category 3: Longo walking, difficult tnils. Round tdp walks
with the only choice to conUnue or or to go back to the trait
hcad a.lonc. Donner Canyon is our most difficult hike.

Ifanyonc has specific questions, call tlte trip lcader or Elizabctr
Dickey at 254-0486.
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OBSERYATIONS
by Steve Glover

Pleasc send observations to Stcvc Glover,
333 Goshcn CL, San Ramon, CA 94583, or ell 829-7207.

Please includc your telcnhonc numbcr with your obsewations.

Pelagic Cormoran[ 2 on 8129 at Pt. Pinolc Rcg. Shorclinc.
(BR, SG)
Magmificent Frigatebird: I on 822 at PL Pinole RS. (BR)
Green-backcd Heron: I on 9/3 on thc rocks at Pcscadero, San

Mateo Co. (SG, RL)
Brant: 5 on 8127 at Princeton Harbor, San Matco Co. (FB,
MJC, BG)
Wood Duck: 2 on 820 (KtI), scen again on 8/22 (KH, GD at
the Pleasanlon Sewer Ponds.
Harleouin Duck: I femalc on 8n7 at thc Fish Dcks, Pt.
Rcyes. (GF, MP)
Osorcy: 9 at onc time on 8/6 at Bodcga Bay (JR); 2 on 8/13 ar
Pt. Pinolc RS (SG, RL).
Pcregrine Falcon: I on 9/3 ar Aio Nucvo Slarc Reservc.
(sG, RL)
Black Oystercatcher 2 on 8/12 (SO, seen again on 8/13 (SG,
RL) at PL Pinole RS.
Lcsser Yellowlegs: 3 on 8/18 (GF, KII),3 on 8125 (FB), and
3 oa 827 (GF, MP), at the Bolinas Scwer Ponds, Marin Co.;
6 on 82,O (FB, MlC, BG) and 5 on 8f22 at thc Tracy Scwer
Pond$ 4 on 827 at the SpaleM Stock Ponds, Pt Reyes (JR).

Bar-tailed Godwit: I on 8112 (JR, GF, KH, SG), on 8/13
(FB, BC), and on 8/19 (B&BG, MJC) along the Bcrkcley
Shorelinc. Also on RBA. This is thc firsr rccord for thc E:st
Bay and only about thc scvcnth for Norrhcrn Califomia
Baird's Sandpincr: 5 on 8/18 at Abbo['s kgoon, Pt Reyes
(GF, KH), I on 827 d the Spalctta Slop Ponds (GF, MP),2
on 8p.7 at kinceon llarbor Marsh (BG, MJC, FB), I on 827
at lhe Spalctla Slock Ponds (JR).
Pectoral Sandpipcr: I on 8/18 (GF, KH) and 2 on 827 (GF ,
MP) ar lhe Bolinas Sewer Ponds.
Stilt Sandoiner: 1 on 820 (BG, MJC, FB) and I on 822
(GR KH) at thc Tracy Sewer Ponds. Also on RBA.
Wilson's Phalarooe: 65 on 8/19 (FB) and 50 on 8/20 (FBBG,
MJC) at the Stockton Sewer Ponds: tlO on 827 at Princcton
Harbor Marsh (BG, MJC, FB).
Elegant Tern: I on 829 ar PL Pinolc RS. (SG, BR)
Common Mune: 2 ot SnZ Pr.lsabl, Richmond. (BR)
Pigcon Guillcmot: I on 8/16 along tie Bcrkcley shoreline
(BR); I on 822 at Pt. Isabel (BR).
Bunowing Owl: 8 on 820 along Bruns Rd. near Byron. (FB,
MJC, BG)
r illow Flycatcher 4 on 8127 (KH) and 3 otr 8129 (GF, MP)
at Pine Pond, Pine Canyon, MDSP.
Pumlc Manin: I on 721 along I-80 ncar Drxon. (JR)
Blue Grosbcak: 2 on 8/5 al $c Wmdland Sugar Ponds. (GF,
MP)
Hooded Oriole: 4 still prescnt in her Alamo yard on 860.
(JR)

Octobcr l99l

Observers: Florence Bcnnett, Stevc Cmhrane, Mary Jane

Culvcr, Gmrgc Finger, Bob and BeBy Gallaghcr, Stcve Glover,
Kcvin Hintsa, Ron Lindcman, Marge Plant, Bob Richmond,
and Jean Richmond

For information and updates on rarc birds in thc Bay Area and
northem Califomia, call thc Northem California Rarc Bird
AlcrL (415) 528-0288.

NEWS FROM
WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED

by Mike Williams

Congntulations, MDAS! Purchasc by mcmbcrs havc carned
contributions of ovcr $300 sincc thc slorc opencd. Thc sced
sale and suet salc will continuc through Oclobcr 31. Bc suro to
ask about the frrc secd stomge progam. Thc Squhrcl ORama
will start on Oclober 15.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

School is approaching and it is timc to fiink of the Audubon
Advcntures progam. Audubon Adventurcs is a bi-monthly
ncwpapcr for cach student" plus a teachcr's guidc, for third
through sixtlr gradcrs. kst ycar wc had 65 classcs sponsorcd.
Thc ncwsppcr covcrs arcas of environmcntal cducation.

Wont you think about sponsoring a class? Hclp ou young
pcoplc appreciate thcir world. The fcc is $30.00 pcr class.
Makc checks payablc to National Audubon Socicty and mail !o
Jan Coopcr, l4l4 Datc SL, Manincz, CA 94553.

SPONSOR: Name:
Address:
New Renewal

SCHOOL NAME:

4
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Gradc
Teacherts-nanre:
School Address: a

No. Students
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o DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our society has from timc 1o timc rccelvcd gcncrous donations
and bcquess given in memory of friends or relatives, or as

spontaneous contributions to thc society's gcneral activitics.
Gifs, donations, and bcquests arc welcomed as a significant
suppon of our goa.ls of wildlife appreciarion and conservalion.

MDAS would likc lo express is appreciation for thc following
donadons made to 6c chapten

Mike Awonick of Charlottesville, Virgini4 made a donation lo
fie chapler as a thank you for the birding help and information
provided by Jcan and Bob Richmond.

The BankAmcrican Foundation madc a donation to the chapter

as a matching contribution to the Birdathon.

Tosco Rehning Company made a very generous donation !o
hc chapter to support thc Pcregrine Fund

The generosity and suppon of all thcsc peoplc and organiz^-
dons is grearly apprcciated

SANCTUARY DEDICATION

In April, 1989, thc National Audubon Socicty acquircd 500
acres in Colusa County for thc purposc of crcating a watcrfowl
sanctMry. The sancurary area has been restored to 200 acrcs of
permanent we ands and 300 acrcs of seasonal wctlands. Thc
sanctuary has wintcrcd thousands of Snow Gecse and ducks and
scveral hundred Sandhill Cranes. Twcnty+wo ncsting islands
have been cstablished. Audubon Society membcrs arc invited
o attend dcdication of thc Paul L. Wattis Audubon Sancuary
at the sitc on Saturday, October 19, at l0:00 a.m. Thc program
will highlight the current sanctuary activities and futurc plans
for sanctua4f enhancemenl Interpretive ours and birding trips
will bc held throughout thc day to hclp thc panicipans bccomc
bctter acquainted with the sanctuary. Exhibis and frec refrcsh-
mcns will also bc provided. Thc Wattis Sanctuary can bc
reached by travelling north from Colusa on River Road, then
turning east (right) on Gridley Road to thc sanctuary. The
sanctuary is a component of fie Ccntral Vallcy Joint Vcnture
of tJrc Nonh Americzn Waterfowl and Wetlands Prognm. Thc
sanctuary support came from the Paul and Phyllis Wattis
Foundation, the James Irvine Foundation, and tlc National
Fish and Wildlitc Foundation. A major donor, Chris Steele,
contributed thc cost of reslorafion work. Riparian corridofs,
rncludrng native willows and cottonwmds are being encouraged
along the perimeter and in certain intcrior laations, and an oak
wmdland is bcing preserved and cxpndcd.

SPECIAL EYENTS AND TRIPS

MONO LAKE COMMITTEE ADVENTI,]RE TOUR
Ncw Zedand is thc cighth dastination in hc scrics of edvcnErc
ts?vcls to benefit Mono Lake. Travel will bc by planc, train,
bus, boat, and fool The latter includes a 3-day hike on thc
Routebum Track. (Ihere is an altcmative plan for anyone not
wishing to do this, howcvcr.) Thc itinerary includes the cities
of Auckland, Christchurch, Dunedin, and Quecnslown. Thc
ouldmr cxcursions will includc a farm-stay and visits to 0rc
Robrua gcothermal area, Muriwai Bcach, Tongariro, Paparo4
and Wcsrland National Parks, Okarilo llgmn, Milford and
Doubtful Sounds, and much morc. Thc tour cost is $3590
which includcs a Ex-deductiblc donation to hclp savc Mono
Lake. Airfarc bctwcen U. S. and Ncw Zealand is additional. For
a brahurc with completc dctails, call or writc M. Bcnnett,2719
Marin Avcnue, Berkeley, CA 94708, (5rq 52 12fi.

MT. DIABLO AI,]TUMN MULTISPORT CLASSIC
A one-of-a-kind sporting and intcrprctivc cvcnt !o benefit ML
Diablo Statc Park will rakc placc on Saturday, October 19. Thc
athledc evcnts includc a grucling world+lass triethalon, a

mountain bikc racc, and a lok racdwalk to ftc mountain's srm-
mit. For thosc lcss physically inclincd, thc cvcnt includcs casy
walks highlighting thc mountain's cultural and naural hislory.
Contact lhc ML Diablo Intcrprctivc Association at 933-5289 or
call thc racc hodinc at 841-l 190 for more details.

THIRD ANNUAL SCOPE AND BINOCI,JIAR SHOW
Thc San Francisco Bay Bird Obsavatory and thc Goldcn Garc
Raplor Obscrvalory annnounce thcir Third Annual Scopc and
Binocular Show o be hcld Sunday, Octobcr 27, ar FL Mrson in
San Francisco from 10:00 a.m. to 4:m p.m. All major optical
manufacurcrs will be fcatured. Also included will bc on-going
lectures and workshops on gull, shocbird, and hawk identifica-
tion and on thc carc, fecding, and sclcction of optical cquipmenr
Therc will also be a drawing with dmr prizcs for which you
need not bc prcsent to win. The entrancc fcc is $3.00. For
morc information, call SFBBO at (408) %ft548 or GGRO at
(415) 331-0730.

HELP CREATE A BIRD LTST FOR
THE NAPA RIVER RESERVE

The Napa-Solano Audubon Saiety is soliciting thc hclp of
anyonc who has birded thc Napa River Ecological Rescrvc in
thc last ten yeas. A bird list is being devclopcd for thc reserve,
and anyone who has a darcd bird list for the arca is invited o
scnd a copy to Ann and Duanc Smith, 1162 Green Vallcy Road,
Napa, CA 94558. Whcther the birds sightcd wcrc common or
rarc, t}le data will nevcrtheless be of help to thcm in compiling
an accuratc listing of rhc rcfugc's birds.
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NEW MEMBERS

Wc warmly grcet thesc ncw MDAS membrs we hopc b me€l
soon at mc€dngs and trips: Jan Abrams, Bobbi Baron, Winnic
Bray, Pcter Brewin, Thomas Broz, Ellie Bunyard, Fay Burford,
Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Bunon, Gay Carlson, J. E. Craig, Yalinda
Croxton, Matthcw Davidson, Jeromc P. Dean, Ann Delucchi,
E. V. Denbn, Susan Dupuis, Nancy Ferguson, Georgc Fingcr,
Timothy Floyd, Robin Franken, Donna M. Gilliland, Evclyn
Cmdale, R. Grauepanche, lvlark E. Hahn, Robert F. Hanson,

Brian Harradinc, Charles Heffiotq S. Housdcn, Brigid Johnson.

Marcia Jones, Mrs. Jeannc Kies, Ra.lph Kraetsch, Ivh. and Mrs.

Jamcs Kreag, Mr. and Mrs. Michacl Krup, Brita larsson,
Chartes Maley, William Mclntire, Barbara McKinnon, Karhy
McVicker, Marianna Mihills, Daniel Miranda, John E. Miscr,
William K. Muraoka, Joshua Nclson, Stcvcn Nclson, Vicor
Neufeld, Carol Raifsnider, Lcah Rolnick, Paul Rosman, Suc

Scott, Shirlcy Shean, Maryjo Shocmaker, Sarita Simmons,
Marjoric Sullivan, Linda Swalley, Gracc Toji, Janc Tumbull,
Roben Vickcry, Mary Waksdalc, Karen Wamer, Jacob Waxman,
Pauline Weber, Cathy White, RoUy Whi@, and Mrs. A. zcliff.

Ocbbcr 1991

HELP YOUR CHAPTER
AND

SAVE ON THE BEST OF
EVERYTHING

MDAS is pleased to otfcr thc'92 ENTERTAINMENT
book. No matter what your lifestyle, with this wonderful
bok of 507o discount coupons, you can savc on both finc and

casual dining, thcatcr, movics, spons, Favcl and morc, starting
NOW.

Seven diffcrcnt Northem Calitomia Editions are avarlable fot
gift giving. Buy onc for yourself and several as gifts!

Scnd a chcck for $35 (207o locs to or:r chapter) to ML Diablo
Audubon Society, 59 Donna Maria Way, Orinda, CA %553
and indicate lhc area you wish covcrcd Call Barbara vaughn
ar 3768732 for morc details.
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November Program:

Endangered Wetlands

o Jesse Grantham, from the Westem Regional Office
of the National Audubon Society, will speak about
wetlands and the current concerns about their loss.
He will discuss the possible impact of thc proposed
new defrnition of wetlands by the govemment.

Jesse Grantham was the director of the Texas Gulf
Coast sanctuaries for the National Audubon Society
until one year ago when he came to Sacramento.
Here he will administer the California Wetlands
Sanctuary Program. In the past, he was a biologist
with Audubon on thc California Condor research and
recovery efforts.

Birding information for November will be given by
Brian Elder, who will speak on finding native birds
while on vacation in Hawaii.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, November
10, at 7:30 p.m., at thc home of Brian Elder, 349
Camaritas Way, Danville, 743-L018. The board
meetings are open to all interested members.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our new meeting place
is the Pleasant Hill Senior Center, 233 Grcgory Lane,
Pleasant HiIl. The new times for the mectings are
as follows:

7:10 Doors open
7:30 Birding Info
7:50 Busincss Meeting
8:20 Social Time
8:40 Program

Srecial Field Trip Note:
Thc San Luis Obispo field trip will be January 18,
19, afi 20. Thc trip will visit the Carrizo Plains on
Sunday, January 19. Early motel reservations in San
Luis Obispo are advised.

New Program Chain
Maury Stem has announced his decision to step
down as Program Chair, and Denise [ight has
agreed to fill thc vacancy. MDAS wishes to thank
Maury for the interesting, informative programs of
the past two years.o



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

WETLANDS, ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT, OLD
GROWTH FORESTS: ALL NOW AT RISK
When is a wedand not a wctland, or what do wc mean by "no
net loss of wetlands?" Thc Endangered Species Act is a vcry
important facmr in making the determinations as to what's
going to bccomc of our nalural world. Old Growt}t Foresls
and the Spotted Owl, much in the ncws of latc, have bocn tle
centerpiece of a YERY imporlant debate. Thosc who would
ensure there WILL bc Old Growh Fores6 and Spotted Owls,
havc produc€d a meaningful case.

"So," one might ask, "what's the problem?" The problem is
that common scnse, re need to approach dcstruction of our
wetlands, foresB, plants, animals, etc., with grcat thought and
care is NOT acceptable to tlre forccs inrcrested in making use

of ALL of our nahral rcsourccs wihout great concem as to
what wc leave for thc future. As for wetlands, President Bush,
through his pcople, is currcndy proposing thc most swecping
rcdcsignation of "what a wctland is," that has mcurrcd in our
natron's history.

So, whdfs happencd betwcen the campaign slogan days, when
we wcre assurcd "no lct loss of wctlands" would bc the rule,
and today? Anthony l-cwis, thc respected columnist, wrotc on
Augu$ 12, "The Environmental Protcction Agcncy and thrcc
othcr fcdcra-l agcncics issued regulations protccting about 100

million acrcs of ma$h, tidal zones, and othcr moist lands from
dcstructive development....but last wcek undcr pressure from
real eslatc dcvelopcE and oil and mininS companies, thc Bush
administration tumcd lur c...Thc adminisu-ation simpty rcde-
l-rncd the word wedand-" A further explanation can be found in
an article in thc Septembcr issuc of rVational Wildlik: "'l, o
of Bush's op officials, Whitc Housc Chicf of Staff John
Sununu and Budget Dircctor Richard G. Darmon, boli known
for meddling in environmcnlal policy issucs, lmk special
inercst in thc wedands qucstion. They becamc key players in
the debate, prompting some panel scientists to quit, disgusted
with tle apparent politicizing of such an imponant scicntilic
qucstion."

Old Growth Forcs6 ard Spottcd Owl issucs have bcen debatcd
and considered both by thc Fedcral Coun and by Congress. In
every meaningful mun dccision, Audubon's position has becn
uphcld as to saving the Old Growth Forests and fie Spotted
Owl. Now the Secrctiry of lhc Interior is crcating a s+.ca.llcd
"God Squad" (all will be Administmtion dcsignecs, save one)
to look again at thc decisions and the shtus of $esc imporlant
envrronmenEl issucs--wilh the obvious intent of ovcrtuming
thc dccisions. That could produce disastrous results for our
forests, wildlife and natural rcsouces, to say nothing of thc
Spotted Owl.

Novembcr 1991

If you are not outraged, you should be! I urge you lo wrirc
President Gmrge Bush, The White House, Washington, D. C.
Tett him of your concems and remind him of his campaign
pledge of prorccdon for our Nation's wetlands. Our old growth
forests may well become an endangered species, tm, unless
"we the people" let the Adminisu"ation know how we fc€l
aboul t}le issues.

ROSSMOOR OAK FOREST
Issues involving proposed destruction of thc oak forest in
Rossmoor, Walnut Creck, wcrc argued before thc Appcals
Court in San Francisco on September 25. Interesdngly, thc
position taken by hose opposed to thc projcct as proposcd by
the developr was cftcctlvcly srppcted when a study was madr
of thc are3. Two Alameda whip Snakes werc u-appcd and a

third was scen "slithing" away. That issue was NOT fully
covered in the 15 year old Environmental Impact Sl,atemenl
A court decision is cxpeced within 90 days.

STRJP MINING AN ABOMINATION
A Ncw Plan announc€d by Interior Secretary Lujan will relax
prohibitions against mining in certain restrictcd areas. Somc
miners, paflicularly in thc coal industry, will bc ablc !o obtain
thc right to mine in an area that is currcntly protccEd. Calhy
Carlson, speaking for thc Narion Wildlifc Fcdcration, asserts:
"Il's an outrage. This proposal pretcnds to protect property
righls, but it favors mincrs...."

WHO IS TSOKING AFTER OUR BIRDS?
Migraory birds in mct instanccs arc not huntcd and gencrally
are prolccted under U. S. laws. Right now thar's about ALL
they are. Lack of funding of many statc non-game programs
means cssentially no agency is giving attention to'what's
happening' lo our btds. Prcsently most moncy is spent at-
lrnding to 'gamc birds," whilc non-game spccics, which makc
up some 707o of fie birds, arc literally Dot bcing aucndcd b.
Thc importancc of the situation can be seen when it is undcr-
stmd non-gamc specics are bccoming thrcatcned c cndang€red

at an avcragc ratc of onc spccies evcry month. H. R. 3195 in
thc House of Rcprcsentatives and S. l49l in thc Senatc scck
to do something about the siEaLion. Thc measuIe, called the
Paflncrships for Wildlifc Act, has recently becn introduccd.
Co-sponsors are needed. Writc your Congressman at the
Housc Officc Bldg., Washington, D. C. 20515, and your two
Scnators at thc Scnatc Officc Bldg., Washington, D. C.
20510.

HOW DO YOU LIKE TH]S?????
A word from down underland, Australia, about so-called 'pesf
birds. In Quom, a tiny community nonh of Adclaidc, the
Australian National Park and Wildlifc Scrvice peoplc havc
boen using hypnotic drugs in drinking water to captuc fl(rk
of Corcllas which havc been causing massivc damagc !o crops
in thc arc€- The dmggcd birds arc then given a lethal dosc of
carbon dioxidc. This is conservation?
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nps are open to membus and nonmembcrs alikc. Carpm
Ume is dcpartue dme. Carpool cxpensc: 5 cents per mile
per ridcr is suggested; blls and cntry fecs are shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizde; if in doubt, call lcadcr up to

Ume.2 hour bcfore

FIELD TRIPS

DifTiculty of lield trip:
Category l: Easy, litdc or no walking, smmth patls
Caagory 2: Modcratc, I milc or morc, possibly rough
Caegory 3: Difficult cxtcnsive walking, rough terrain

Saturday, November 2, Tcnnesscc Vellcy. Carpml 7:15
a.m. at Acalancs Avenue off Pleasant Hill Rd., nonh of SR
24. Mcea at parking lot in Tcnncssec Vallcy at 8:15 a.m.
Cross tlrc San Rafael Bridgc. Go south on US l0l and north
on SR I about l/4 mile to Tennesse! Yalley Rd. on left, and
drive to parking lot at cnd. Two miles of good trail to thc
occan. Grassland and seeksidc birds, duck and ocean birds.
Leaden Elizabeth Dickcy,254-0486 Categoy 3

Thursday, Novembcr 7, Alamcda South Shorc. Carpool
7:30 a-m., on El Nido Rd. From east on SR Z takc Acalanes
ROAD exit and follow signs for Up,per Happy Vallcy Rd. Park
along El Nido. Me€t ar 8:15 a.m. at Broadway and Shorcline
Avc. in Alameda. Take SR24 to I-880, and go south o thc
Govcrnment Island cxiL Continue on Kenncdy St. to bridgc
approach. Alamcda sidc of bridgc is Park SL Conlinue on
Park; left on Shorelinc. Pa* at cnd of Broadway or on Bay-
view. Widc vericty of shorcbirds; Clapper Rails arc possible.
tradcc Barbara V augtn,3768732 Catcgory I

Tucsday, Novcmber 12, Lrfrycttc Rescrvoir for peretrts
with small childrcn. Mcet 9:m a.m. in the pa*ing lot at
the top of tic dam. Parking coss $3.00 and is prohibited at
tle bottom of rhe hill.
l-eader: Denise WiEhL228-Z6Ol Category I

Saturday, Novemb€r 16, Charlcston Slough. Carpool
7:00 a.m. El Ccrro Blvd., just wcst of I-680. Mc€t al 8:15
a.m. at end of Tcrminal Rd., Mountain Vicw. Takc Dumbarton
Bridgc and 80 south on US 101 to San Antonio Rd. cxiu Go
nonh and cast on San Antonio and tum right on Tcrminal.
Park near cnd. Water, salt malsh birds. Trails may bc muddy.
Leader: Steve Glovcr,829-72fi Caaegory 2

Wednesday, Novcmber 20, Mt. Vicw Sanitery Plent.
Me€[ at 9:m a.m. al parking lot at the plant. Take Pacheco
Blvd. cxit from 1680, tum right onto Arthu and go under thc
freeway. Arthur tums lefi, thcn righq at thc s€cond tum, ulm
sharp left onto a non-county maintaincd road. Follow he mad
lnto thc sanitary plant. Afrcr lunch, wc will go to Mallard
Reservoir for duck, ofter water birds. Trails may bc muddy.
Leadcr: Stcve Glove.\829-7?i7 Ca&gory I

Novcmbor l99l

Saturday, Novcmber 30, Altamont. Carpool 7:00 a.m. at El
Cerro Blvd., wcst of I{80. A caravan trip, with mostly car
birding. Wc will bc lmk for migraory hawks, Mountain Blue-
birds, and thc usual grassland species.

Learlcr: Maury Stern,284-5980 Catcgory'l

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

MOSS LANDING, September 7.

On thc bad sidc, ftc shore-birding was not as good as in the
past, as the Mmnglow Dairy was complc@ly full of watcr and

the marshy ponds ar Sdinas werc bone dry. On the good sidc
we did sce scveral hundred Sooty Shcanxarcls, a couplc of dozcn
Rcd lfuots, twcnty Lcsser Ycllowlcgs, end, Ihe best of all, 6c
female King Eider. Scvcnty-thrcc specics wcre sccn.

Seve Glovcr

HAYWARD REGIONAL SHORELINE, Scptember I l.
Scven birders spent a bcautiful liale summcr day at the hoEesl.

birding spot in lhe East Bay. Although we werc a littlc eady
for migraring passcrincs, thc ducks had bcgun to arrivc in full
forcc, as cvidcnccd by several thousand Northem Shovclen.
Highlights included Burrowing Owl, 4 !o 6 Bluc-wingcd Tcal,
and a malc Tuftcd Duck. Scvcnty spccics welc sccn.

Steve Glover

POINT DIABLO, Septcmber 19.

Elcven of us met ir thc upper Rodeo Lagoon parking lot (rhc

lcadcr couldn't find the mccting placc in thc East Bay) on a very
ovcrcast and fog-filled day. Wc birdcd lhe lagoon and adjaccnl
areas, waiting for the fog to clear on top of the hills. It never
did. Wc did scc 54 species of birds including a Grc€r Horncd
Owl, a Mcrlin, two Cooper's Hawks, two Pectoral Sandpipcn,
an Elegant Tem and Vaux's Swift, and the highlight of thc day,
a Cheshut-sldcd Warblcr.

Jim Lomax

BOLINAS LAGOON, Scptember 5.
Thc wealher was lhreatening and the Bolinas Sewer Ponds wcre
inacccssible, but five bftdcrs managed !o find 54 spccics bcforc
the rain camc. Highlights werc 2 Merlins ard an carly Eurasian
Wigeon at Pinc Gulch Creek and a pair of Wood Ducks ar 5
Brooks.

Elizabeth Dickey

OUTER POINT REYES, Scptcmber 28.
Scven birdcrs spcnt a comfortable day Oy Pl Reyes sandards)
Iooking for and finding eastem vagrants. Highlighs includcd
sixteen Pectoral Sandpipcn, an Oldsquaw, a Broad-wingcd
Hawk (after the goup split up), lwo Palm Warblers, a Black-
and-whitc Warblcr, a MacCillivray's Warblcr, and, best of all, a
malc Protlnnolary Warblcr scen thmugh a scopc. Scvcnty-four
species wcre secn.

Stcvc Glovcr
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OBSERYATIONS
by Steve Glover

Please send observations to Stcve Glover,
333 Goshen CL, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207.

Plcase include your telephone number with your observations.

Broad-winsed Hawk: 20 on 9fZ4 at Hawk Hill, Marin Co.
(GF, MP)
Lesser Goldcn-Plovcn 1l on 9/10, 9 on 924 at the SpaleEa
Plaleau, Pt. Reycs. (MJC, FB)
Baird's Sandoinen 1 on 9/6 at hincclon Ma$h, San Mateo
Co. (FB, EL); I on 9D at the Rush Creck Marshes, Novato
(GF, MP); I on 9/10 at thc Spaleta Slop Ponds (FB, MJC).
Pcctoral SandpiDcr Seen throughout thc period ar Pt. Rcyes
and Rush Crcek by many obscwers. Numbcrs as many as 200
at the Coyote Creek Riparian Area is cspecially no@worlhy.
(GF, KH, SG, RL, JR, RR: also on RBA.)
Sham-tailed SandDipec I on 102 (GF, KII), 10R (SG, RL),
and l0/4 (JR, RR), all at Coyotr Crcek RA . Also on RBA.
Blt: I on 102 (GF, KH), 10/3 (SG, RL), and 10/4 (JR,
RR), all ar Coyotc Creck RA. Also on RBA.
Arctic Tem: 1 immature on 9/15 at the t{ayward Regional
Shoreline. (BR) Arctic Tem is very rarc anywhcrc in thc bay.
Le€st Flycabhen I on 9/15 at thc Pt. Rcycs Lighthousc. (GF,
MP)
Purplc Manin: 2 on 9/10 ar $c Lighthousc. (JR)
Sagc Thrashen I on 10/3 at the Coyotc Creek RA. (SG, RLi
also on RBA)
Rrd-throated Pipit: 2 on 9D2 at }layward RS. @R) Also
secr 922 .rKm,9n3 (SC, RL, JR, RR, JA), and 924 (JR,
DW). They were last sc€n by BR on 929. Thcse wcrc thc
first cver secn in thc East Bay and until this invasion year werc
extrcmely rare in Northern California AIso 2 on 9/30 in Boli-
nas (GF, MP) and 4 at thc Bolinas Sewcr Ponds on 10/l (JR,
FB, MJC). Also on RBA.
Tennessec Warbler: I on 926 near Princclon Inn, San Mateo
Co. (CB, JR, KII); 1 on 102 at h. Isabel, Richmond @R).
Chcstnut-sided Warblen 1 on 920 at thc Dunes Campground,
Bodega Bay (GF); I on 9p6 at thc Fitrgcrald Marine Reserve,
Moss Beach (SC, RL). Also on RBA.
Cape May Warblen 1 on 9i5 (GF, MP),9il0 (FB, MJC, JR),
9/13 (GF, KIO,9/14 (SG, RL), and 9/17 (FB, MIC, JR, BC,
EH, SG, KH), all at rhc Lrghthouse.
Black-throated BIue Warbler I on 9/15 at the Lighthousc.
(GF, MP)
Townsend's Warbler: I on l0/l in their Lafayettc yard.
(H&BA)
Blackbumian Warblcn I on 9/9 at the Mendoza Ranch, Pl.
Reyes (GF, MP); I on 9/15 at he Lighfiouse (GF, MP).
Yellow-throated Warbler: I on 9/10 (FB, MJC), 9/13 (GF,
KH), and 9/14 (SL, RL), all at the Mendoza Ranch.
Prairie Warblcr: 1 on 9122 aaFonFunsron in S.F. (GD; I on
924 at the Lighthousc (FB, MJC); I on l0/l at the Pt. Rcyes
Fish Docks (RS, FB, MJC, JR).
Palm Warblen I on gnz aa Forr Funsbn (cD: 2 on l0l1 at
the Fish Docks (RS, JR, FB, MIC).
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Blackpoll Warblcr: I on 9/9 (GF, MP), 9/10 (FB, MIC), 9/13
(GF, KH),9/14 (SG, KH), and on 9/15 (GF, MP), all at the
Mcndoza Ranch. Also I on 9D at tltc Fish Daks (GF, MP); ^
I on 9/15 at thc Lighthouse (GF, MP): I on 9/16 at CoyotcO
Hills (BR); 2 on 9ll7 at the Fish Docks (JR, FB, MJC); 1 on -
9120 at Owl Canyon, Bodcga Bay (GF).

Black-and-white Warblen I on 9/13 at the Nuncs Ranch (GF,

KII); I on 9pf ar the Fitrgerald Marine Reservc (SG, RL).
Amcrican Rcdstarx I on 9r9 (GF, MP),3 on 9/I0 (FB, MIC,
JR),2 on 9/13 (GF, KII),3 on 9/14 (SG, RL),2 on 9/15 (GF,
MP), all ar thc Lighthousc. Also 2 on 9/15 at thc Nuncs
Ranch (GF, MP), and 2 on lDll at the Fish Docks (RS, FB,
MJC, JR).
Protionotary Warblcr: I on 9/30 (GF, MP) and on l0/l (FB,
MJC, RS, JR) aI lhc Nunes Ranch.
Nonhcm Waterthrush: 1on92;6 al the Princcton Inn. (SG,
RL, JR, KH, CB)
Mouming Warblen I immature femalc on 9/14 at fic Light-
housc. (MS, SG, RL)
Summer Tanager: I on 9/10 at Coyote Hi[s. (BR)
Dickcisscl: I on 920 at Hayward RS. (BR) This is another
fr$ rccord f6 thc East Bay.
Bobolink: I on 9/13 at PL Reycs (GF, KH): I on 9l'25 aa

Princcon Marsh (CB, JR, KI{); I on 9127 at Hayward RS
(BR).

Obscrvcrs: Harry and Bctty Adamson, John Ashcr, Florcncc
Bennen, Chris Bcncsh, Mary Jane Culvcr, GcorSc Fingcr, Bctty
Gallaghcr, Stcve Glover, Kcvin Hintsa, Eugcnia lrrson, Ron
Lindeman, Margc Plant, Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond, Rich
Richmond, Rich Stallcup, Maury Stem, and Dcnnis Wolff

o
For informauon and upda&s on rarc birds in the Bay Arca and
northcrn California, c€ll the Northem California Rarc Bird
Alcrt, (510) 528-02a8.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES UPDATE

Mt. Diablo Audubon would like to thant thc following mcm-
bcrs for supponing thc Audubon Advcntures scrics: Dow
Chcmical c/o Andrcc Youngson, Joan Como, Patricia Clark,
Barbara Raab Hall, Ralph Bruns (2 classes), Diane Macario,
Barbara Vaughn, and Barbara Rothway. This ycar (tfuough thc
gencrosity of membeB not spccifiying a panicular school), our
chapter was able to sponsor thc entire third gradc at Marl.incz
Elemcntary, a total of 150 children. Thc school principal, a

birdcr herself, is very exci@d !o gct this program implemented
in her schml.

4

It's still not too lae o sponsor a class of your choicc, or send
in an'open choice" classrmm. Jan will still be scnding in thc
Audubon Advcnuucs rough Novcmber. It's a truly wonderful
and cnriching program for our children. Pleasc conlact Jan
Cmpcr ar 372-8680 for any additional information.
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NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS

This is the rime o put oul suct al your backyard fecder. It's a
geat way to attract chickade€s, nuthatchcs, siskins, kinglets,
titmicc, flickers, and woodpeckers. Wc have scven diffcrcnt
types of suel and fivc feedcrs.

Now is also thc timc to purchasc your birdhouses for next
spring. Put them up and lct thcm w*thcr bcforc ncxt year's
familics movc in.

The se€d salc cnds Oclober 31. Dont forget to ask about thc
seed sorage program. We now have available sunflowcr chips
which arc thc insidc of sunflower sccds. No hulls o clean up.

Personalizcd dmrmas with bird motifs are availablc. (Be sule
and check ou.r the quail.) Allow four weeks for personalizing
with your name.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND TRIPS

CONDOR INFORMATION
A.ll mcmbers of ML Diablo Audubon arc invircd ro afiend thc
regular meeting of the Contra Costa Avian Society on Friday,
October 25, in the Board Room, Contra Cosra Watlr District,
1331 Concord Avcnuc, Concord. Thc gucst spcaker witt bc
Eric Johnson, who served as a mcmber of the Recovcry Tcam
lhat captued the last of thc Califomia Condors for placemcnt
in captivity. Mr. Johnson's first-hand knowlcdgc of dccisions
leading up to thc captllrc of thc rcmaining Califomie Condors
for a captivc breeding program should bc of intcrest to cvcry-
one concemed about the fulurc of the condor and olher avian
specias. MDAS membcrs should bring thcir membership card
and, on showing this at thc door, will bc admincd withour
charge. Othcr guasts pay a Sl.m door charye.

USUMACINTA RAFT TRIP
Far Flung Adventurcs of Tcrlingua Texas, will conduct a float
trip for Audubon members and their fricnds and familics donm
the Rio Usumacinta, the Rivcr of thc Sacred Monkcy. This
rivcr forms part of thc border betwcen Guatemala and Mexico
and is not only a btdcr's paradise and the premier location for
Eopical raplors but is alivc with history. The trip will san
March 30, 1992, and run through April 8. Thc cosr prcr pcrson
is $1550 which includes all ground transfcrs, hotcls, rcslaurant
meals and drinks, becr and soda on thc river, all rivcr meals,
waterprmf bags and boxes, lcnls if necdcd, and guide scwiccs.
You will need to supply your own slccping bag, mauress and
ground cloth. For morc information, contact Far Flung Ad-
vcnturcs, Box 377, Terlingua, Tcxas 79852, (915) 371-2489.

Novcmbcr 1991

lTIh ANNUAL CT{RISTMAS WILDLIFE & NATI,]RE
ARTS AND CF.AITS SAT E
On Saluday and Sunday, Deccmber 7 and 8, the San Frarrcisco
Bay Wildlifc Society is sponsoring thcir Elcventh Annual
Chrisunas Wildlifc and Naturc futs and Crafts Show at De Arza
Collegc in Cupcrtino. TIis show is a major fund raiser for fic
Wildlife Sociery, which is a noFfor-Fofrt organization dcdicatcd
to cnhancing thc education and intcrprctivc programs at San
Rancisco Bay National Wildlifc Rcfugc.

Thc Wildlifc tuts and Crafts SaIc will fcatuc ovcr thiny lop
quality artiss offcring paintings, photography, sculpn[c, wmd
carvings, poccry, slaincd glass, jewelry, and more. This yc€r
therc will be a rafflc for an original warcrcolor of thc Saicty's
mascot, thc Americ-an Avocet, by feaued artist, Don Millcr.
The show will bc held in lhe Dc Anza Collegc Campus Ccntcr
each day from 9:0 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. T[e San Francisco Bay
National Wildlifc Rcfuge and othcr cnvkonmcntal groups in rhc
Bay fuca will also bc conducting an cnvironmcnlal fair on both
Saturday and Sunday, with information ranging from rehabilitt-
tion of marinc mammals to cultivation of Califomia nativc
plants. Satuday is also Dc Anza Flca Markct day, wifr ovcr
12,000 visilors cxpcctcd on thc campus. On Sunday, sevcral
spccial wildlife programs arc planned throughout thc day.

Admission to the 41ls and Craf6 Salc is frec, but thcrc is r
parking charge on the Dc Anza campus ($l.m for thc parking
lots and $2.m for thc garagc just wcst of thc Flint Ccnt!r). For
funhcr informadon, call fte RcfuSc at (510) 7925222, ny day
bctwccn 10:00 arn. and 5:m p.m.
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NEW MEMBERS

It ls a ple€surc to welcomc 0lesc new MDAS mcmbers and wc
hope to meet them soon: Mariclla Aarden, Kathleen Adkins,
Charles Anglcn, Waynn Anslcy, Roy Bailey, Jennifcr Bauhofer,

Catallo Bcrna, John E. Bodlc, Marilyn Boss, Dorothy Bradt,

Mark BrGco, Ruben Chang, Ivts. Richard Christcnscn, Gaylc
Copeland, Charles Coylc, Vicki Dauer, Larry Dekker, Ginna

Denues, N. N. Dickcrson, Cheryl Eiscnhower, Faith Ferdinand,

Michcll Gabriel, Michelle Gilcs, Russ llammond, Mrs' B. A.
Harlcss, Glcnn Harris, Bctty Hinz, Shoba Kalia, Kim Kcller,
Roben Kosloff, Jcan lamon, Mrs. Tcd l,ewis, David Llewclyn'
Michael Lubick, Ivk. and M$. W. Lutz, Carcl Mayer, Dennis

McManamon, Maeve Mirchell, Jill Mount, Mr. and Mrs. Pcter

Niclscn, Michacl O'Connor, B. Orlebcke, Nancy Osbournc,

Mary Patlcrson, Rob€rt Paulson, Jr., Collecn M. Peppcr, Heidi
Perryrnan, Mrs. C. L. Pink, E. Proudfmq Daniel Rascher, Sr.,
Jcff Ricc, Shcryl Robers, Carole Robinson, Brian Rogan, Frcd
Salonga, Mrs. John Shaff, K. Simoni, Gordon H. Smith, S.

Sohrabi, John Soubier, Brcnda Starbird, Susann Seinberg,
Gwcndol)mnc Tittle, Dianc Wardrope, James Wclls, and John

Willbmnd.

Novcmber l99l

HOLIDAY GIVING

Il's not loo early to think about christnas glving with the '92

ENTERTAINMENT book. Thc '92 ENTERTAINMENT
book is an original gift, especially for those had-to-please
people on your Christmas list- They can save 5070 on sports

cvents, rcstaurants, thcatcr, travel and MUCH, MUCH
MORE.

Save 507o on almost 800 hotels and motels ttuough thc U. S.,

Canaria, and Mexico. Savc up tn 5O9o on dozens of outtf-
own cditions of thc ENTERTAINMENT book.

Don't delay; supplies ARE limitcd'

Scnd a check for $35 (2O4o goes to MDAS) madc out lo Mt.
Diablo Audubon Society, 59 Donna Maria Way, Orind4 CA
94563. Call Barbara vaughn at 37G8732 for morc details.
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Thc Quatl is publishcd monthly except for the combined JulylAu|ust issuc. Attdubon membership includcs subscriptions to lhe 
^guai ana UauOon mogazirc- To join ($35lycar indiidual, $38 fantily: introductory and senior rates available), wik a check to t

National Aydtbon Society bw send it, with leuer or subscription card, to th. MembershiP Chairperson, M*c Willians, 1172 brch
Avcnue, Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter ben$s firuncially from nunbership applicatiorts it Processes. Full Atdubon nurnbership

is encowaged, bw snbsciption to thc Quall is available scparate from ncnbership at $l0lycar.The check should bc nade ,o MDAS

and mailcd to thc MDAS Treasurer, Bian Elder, 349 Camaritas Way, Danvillc, CA 94526. Firsl class truiling of the Quall a a
mcmbcr or noruntnber is an additional $3 s0lyear payable to MDAS & se^l lo thc Treaswer.

ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consult Mike Willnms' (510) 376-1631.

Barbara Bwek, Editot, 157 Mt. Kenrody Dr.,Mart uz,CA 94553 (510)229-03%

Erchange bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audtbon Society, P. O. Bor 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94596, pleose.

ML Diablo Audubon Socicty
P.O. Box 53

Walnut Crcek, CA 94596
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December Program:

East Bay Regional Parks

o Bob Doyle, a long-time MDAS member, is currently
assistant general manager of the East Bay Regional
Park District, in charge of acquisitions and futurc
planning. He will speak to us at our December 5
meeting about new and future acquisitions of the
EBRPD, habitat preservation in the parks, and other
issues penaining to the Park District. This will be a
very timely talk, in view of recent suggestions to
close Mt. Diablo and other parks.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our new meeting place is
the Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The new dmes for the meetings are as

follows:

7:10 Doors open
7:30 Birding Info
7:50 Business Meeting
8:20 Social Time
8:zl0 Program

Bob is a local person; he went to Concord High
School, graduated from St. Mary's College, and has
worked for East Bay Regional Park for many years.
He was instrumental in founding Save Mt. Diablo,
serving for many years as its president, and now is
on their board of directors. Hc is also on the Contra
Costa General Plan Comminee and on the board of
the East Bay Conservation C-orps. Bob last spoke to
MDAS about saving Mt. Diablo and the surrounding
areas.

In place of Birding Information in December, Jimm
Edgar will speak on the 1991 Christmas Bird
Count and how to get involved! For information on
the Christmas Count, see page 5.

Thc next board meeting will be Thursday, December
12, at7:3o p.m., at the home of Jean Richmond, 125
Via Serena, Alamo,837-2843. The board meetings
arc open to all interested members.

Best Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season
from

the Mr Diablo Audubon Board

,



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

WETLANDS: STILL NO RESOLUTION
Everyone intcrestcd in thc fatc of trc nadon's wetlands is
watching and waiting to sec when the ncxt shoc will drop in
this scandalous situation. So far thc Presidcnt has (at lcast
publicly) given NO hecd to lhc thousands of leuers urging him
to kccp faith with the Amcrican voers. All during the 1988

campign, tlren-czndidao-for-hesrdent Bush asscrtrd he wantrd
to be THE ENVIRONMENTAI PRESIDENT. Timc and
again hc "PROMISED" there would be NO NET LOSS OF
WETLANDS undcr any administration he headed.

The reality of the situation is lhat our nation's wedands are
under tre most serious auack in our hisory. This occurs at a
time when sciencc has PROVEN wetlands are a vital link in
the ecosystems which kecp birds, animals, and yes, cven we
humans going.

Gmrge Miller, Don Edwards, and Barbara Boxcr, to name but a
few far-sightcd reprcsenlativcs, have lakcn somc inltial steps to
cnsurc that wetlands will NOT bc lost. Miller has written
Secrctary of Interior Lujan (no friend of thc environmcnt, hc)
and Adminisu-ator of EPA Rerlly asking for information as o
the metlods used in arriving at flc now-infamous Wetlands
Delinadon Manual proposed by the Bush Administraton.
Edwards has taken significmt action, and Boxer has initiatcd a
"Dcar Colleage" letter. Boxcr's leuer, now signed by a number
of Califomia congressional reprcsentativcs, urges hcr fellow
represcnafives NOT !o support efforts to further cndanger wet-
Iands or to weaken thc arthority of EPA in enforccment of
Section 404 of the Clc€n Waler AcL

You can help! If you havc NOT yet written to President Bush
on this vial issuc, do so. Your congressman, if from the Bay
Arca, is probably already on the right side of the issue. How-
cver, a letter to your rcprcscntative is important. l,et your
friends know of this vital issuc and urgc them to conlact fteir
rcpresenl.atives on the mattcr.

THE TOLL ROAD COMETH????
Ycs, Maulda" the oll road will comcth if thc 'people" don't let
those in authority KNOW how they fccl about he mat@r. The
issue is now cvidcnUy up !o thc Metropolitan Transportabon
Commission for decision. This is because the Conu-a Cosh
Transportation Authority has wri[en what \ic would refcr to as

a "cute" plan that appears to obfuscale thc financial, environ-
mcntal, and other impacts l}lc ill-conceived road would have if
lt ever was actually creatcd- Timc is shorl. Call or wrile to:

Honorablc Stevc Wcir, Chair
Meropolitan Transportation Commission
101 8lh st.
Oakland CA 9450747m

Dcccmbcr 1991

Advise him you arc opposed to hc proposcd (85 mile) Mid
Smrc Toll Road and insist hat it NOT bc includcd in any plan

developed by the MTC. Your opposition should bc expressed
soon, for dccision timc is at hand.

A VISIT WTTH LIANA JOHN
A fcw wccks ago, Liana John, an cnvironmental writcr from
Stro Paulo, Brazil, visited tie USA. As Conservation Chair
for MDAS, I was fonunalc in having had a chanc€ to spend a

couplc of VERY intcrc.sting hours with her. Ms. John has

writtcn cxensively on thc problems of dcstruction of the rain
forcst. Shc is attempting 10 point out !o Brazilian decision
makers the scrious impacE that arc and will rcsult if destruc-
tion of rain forests continues. Intcrcstingly, one rcason she

was in the US was !o scc 6c hings wc'vc donc Hong, e.9..
destruction of our old-growth forests, and the drasdc cffects
such activities have had and will have on our environment.
Among othcr things, Ms. John has authored a vcry attractivc
book (not available in the USA ar this timc) which is entitled,
AMAZONIA, Olhos De Satelite. The bmk, which is profusc-
Iy illusrated with photos takcn by satellitc of the dcstruction
taking placc throughout the Brazilian rainforcst, prescnts
graphrc prmf (if any were necdcd) as !o whar's happening to
our world.

WTTAT SHOULD WATER AGENCIES DO TO PROTECT
WETLANDS

The Committee for Water Policy Conscnsus, formed in 1983

to Ey !o bring reason and scnsc rathcr than confusion and non-
scnse 10 Califomia's disparalc water users has becn cffecdve.
Evcn LA's Mcropoliun Watcr District has taken somc small,
Entativc steps bward a more scnsible watcr usc policy. At
$e urging of MDAS, CWPC has named a committcc whosc
purpose will be to draft policies for guidance of thc various
waer drstricts, etc., in wetland mattcrs. Thc committe€ will
bc co-chaired by thc auftor of this column and by Roberta
Goulart, suff mcmbcr of Contra Costa County's Community
Devclopmcnt Depanmcnl Stay tuned this should bc an intc.r-

csting exercise.
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REGIONAL GOVERNMENT
The Grccnbelt Alliance is hosting a series of me€tings at
which local environmenhl, busincss, and other leadcrs discuss
tic pros and cons of lhc conccpt of "rcgional government,'
particularly when i[ comcs to land use, ransportauon, and 0re
cnvironmcnlal issues. The next mecting, in early Dcccmber,
will review proposals to be presented lo the Bay Vision 2020
group. The question: Is rcgional govcmment a "pnssible way
to get a handle on growtly'dcvelopmcnVenvironmcnal issues'
or would such an arrangcment wind up likc tic Califomia 

-Coastal Commision, as a program with iL high ideats blunred!
by politica.l appoinunenls to thc decision-making positions.
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ps iue opcn to members and nonmembcrs alikc
time rs departue umc. Carpool expcnse: 5 c€nts pcr mile
per rider is suggested; tolts and cntry fees are shared equally

by driver and ridcrs. Bring binmulars, ficld guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or ddzzle; if in doubl, call leader up !o

hour beforc timc.

a

FIELD TRIPS

Drtficulty of ficld trip:
Category l: Easy, little or no walking, smooft Pahs
Category 2: Moderate, 'l mile or more, possibly rough

Category 3: Difficult, cxtensive walking, rough arrain

Ihursday, December 5, Niles Canyon Grcvel Pits. Car-
pool 8:00 a.m., El Ccrro Blvd.,lust wcst of I-680. Meet at
Vallcjo Mill Hlstorical Park in Fremont. Take I-680 south

through Dublin to SR 84: go west 7 milcs !o park entrancc on

the lcft. Varied habilats; Grc€n-backed Hcron, Ring-nccked
Duck, Spotted Sandpiper, many land birds oftcn found.
Leader: Jimm Edgar,658-2330 Category 2

Wednesday, Deccmber I l, Lafayettc Rescrvoir. Meet 9:00

a.m. in the pa*ing lot at he top of the dam. Parking costs

53.00 and is prohibited at the bottom of tltc hiU. A good placc

to leam laal birds, and always a chance of a surprisc on tltc
lakc.
Leader: Dcnise W ight,228-260l Category 2

Saturday, Deccmber 21, Pclo Alto Baylcnds. Carpool 7:30

a.m. at Acalanes Ave., off Plcasant Hill Rd., north of Hwy.
24. Mect m parking lot near Naure Ccntcr al Baylands. From
Bayshorc, uke Embarcadem cxit and go east on Embarcadero 1o

stop sign. Go left oward Yacht Harbor, follow road b end in
parking lot on right. This is a high tidc day and wc should scc

Clapper Rails and possibly Black Rails. Prepare for muddy
conditions, cool breezes. There is a lot of waiting for the rails.
Leader: Ehzabeth Dickey,254-O186 Category 'l

Upcomrng trips:

Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, January 18,19, and 20, San
Luis Obispo. This is a new field trip this year, and the

availability of rmms is not known. Makc rcservations soon.

Thc trip will visit the Carrizo Plarns on Sunday, January 19.

Saturday and Sunday, Fcbruary l-2, Los Banm. It. is no[ too
early to make reservations for thc Los Banos weekend tnP. In
Los Banos is the Bonanza Motel , QA9) 826-3871, Nearby in
Sanla Nella are tre Best western @ea Soup) Andcrsen's Inn,
(209) 826-5534, and thc Holiday Inn Mission dc Oro, (209)

826 1111. There will bc a group dinner Saturday at the Wool-
grower's Restaurant in Los Banos. Call trip leader Florcnce
Bcnneu, 689-3106, for morc information.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

LINCOLN PARK, Ocbber 3.
A small group of members and gucsls enjoyed a Plssant but

uncvcntful moming in Lincoln and Goldcn Gatc Parks. Sadly,

numbers of migrating warblers in both placcs are diminishing
rapidly, year by year, and we saw only one common warbler.

32 specics wcre seen.
Bartam Vaughn

ABBOTTS LAGOON, Oclober 12.

Thiflcen members and guests spent a ple.asant day at PL Rcycs

with sunny inland weatlrer and mild coastal fog. Wc saw or
heard 91 species of birds and one bobcat which sat quietly for
several minutes. Highlights includcd Whitc Pclican, ten duck
species, Osprcy, several Snowy Plovcrs, Pectoral Sandpipcr,
Homed Lark, a llock of Pygmy Nuthatches, Wintcr Wrcn,
Townsend's and Hermlt Warblers, and t apland Longspur
(hearQ.

Maury Stem

SAN MATEO COAST, Ocrobcr 16.

Our trip along $c coast bctwecn Pigcon Point and Princeton
Harbor was enjoyed by eight birders. Highlighs included close

lmks at a Red-necked Grebe, 5 "Black" Branl, and a Percgrinc

Falcon rn swllt flight, all at Princclon tlarbor. Spccics tolal
for the day: 75.

Florence Benncu

LIMANToUR, Octobfi 26.
This lield trip was cancclled due to hesvy rain.

Stcvc Glover

TILDEN REGIONAL PARK, Oclober 3I,
Two mcmben and two gucsts cnjoyed a rathcr chilly moming,
barcly warming by nmn. Allhough only 29 spccies wcre seen,

a Califomia Thrashcr was a lifer for one of our guess, which
gcncra@d infectious enthusiasm.

Baltam Vzughn

Original
Skctches
by Carol Lutz

o
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Plessc send obscrvadons to Stevc Glover,
333 Goshen CL, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207,

Plcase includc your telenhone number with ],our obscrvations.

Arctic Loon: I on ll/4 (GR KH, SG) and on 1ll5 (FB,
MJC, BG) at Abbou's lagoon, h. Reyes. This is the fi$t
record south of Alaska Also on RBA.
Greatcr White-fronted Goosc: 95 on 10122 ovq Arrowhead
Marsh (SG, RL): 6 on 11/8 at Hayward Shorelinc (KH, RL,
sG).
Snow Goose: 2 on lln (BR) and on I U8 (SG, KH, RL) at
I{ay,r*,ard Shoreline.
Ross' Gmsc: I on lll4 (GF, KH, SG) and ll/5 (FB, MJC,
BG) at Abbou's Lagmn, also on RBA; 2 on ll, at Hayr ad
Shoreline (BR).
Wood Duck: I adult fcmdc and 2 mrnau.Jrc malcs on 10/19 ar

Martinez Shoreline. @W)
Steller's Eidcr: I immature se€n on 1028 (GF) and 1029
(RL, SG. JR, FB, MJC, BG) at Bodega Bay. This is only the
third statc rccord Also on RBA.
Harlequin Duck: a pair on 10/6 (RL, SG) and I male oa 10122

(MJC, FB, JR) at the PL Reyes Fish Docks.
Ferruglnous Hawk: I on 10/14 and 1029 at Briones Regiona.l

Park. (JA)
Prairie Falcon: 1 on 10/14 at Briones (JA); 2 on 1lfr along
Dougherty Rd. e€st of Danville (SG).

Wild Turkey: a flock of l0 on 10/18 along Mines Rd. (SG,

RL)
Lesscr Goldcn-Plovcr: 15 on l0/8 at Drakc's Corncr, PL

Rcycs, (JR); 2 ol lU4 at thc Spaleua Plateau (GD. Also on
RBA.
Spotted Sandpiper: ll on 1l/6 at thc Stockton Oxidation
Ponds. (GD
Northem Flicker: I "Yellow-shafted" on 10/29 at Brioncs.
(JA)
TroDical Kingbird: 1 on 1ll4 (GF), l1l5 (FB, MJC, BG), and
t l/6 (SG, RL) d Road Forks Pool, Pt Reyes. Also on RBA.
Scissor-tailcd Flvcatcher: I on '112 at lhe Salinas Sewcr
Ponds. (MJC) Also on RBA.
Winter wren: I on 1022 in hcr Concord yard. (FB)
Red-throated Pipit: I on l0r8 at Drake's Comer. (JR) Also
on RBA.
Tcnncssee Warblcr: I on 10/14 at the Fish Docks. (FB, MJC)
Magnolia Warbler: I on 10/13 (GD, on loif GL, JR), and

on l0il5 (FB, MJC) ar l}lc Fish Docks. Also on RBA.
Black-throated Blue Warbler: l+/n lOl22 (FB, JR, MJC) and
1023 (JL, SG, KI{) ar thc PL Reyes Lighthouse.
Black-throated Green Warbler: I on l0/19 ar Drake's Beach.
(SG, RL) Also on RBA.
Blackburnian Warbler: I on 10/19 at the Nuncs Ranch. (SG,

RL) Also on RBA.

Deccmber 1991

Prairic Warbler: I on 10/13 (GD and l0/t9 (SG, RL) at the

Lighthousc: I on 10/15 ar the Fish Daks (JR). AIso on RBA.
Palm Waftlen I on 10/15 ar thc Fish Docks (RL, JR): I on

10/15 at the Abandoncd Ranch, h. Reycs (JR): 3 on lOnZ a.
thc Lighthousc (FB, MJC, JR); and 2 on 1028 ar Bodcga Bay
(GF, MP).
Bay-brcasted Warblcr I on 10/15 at thc Fish Dak. (JR)

Blackpoll Warbler: 2 on 10113 (GF), 1 on 10i 14 (FB, MJC),
and 2 on 10/15 (RL, JR) at thc Fish Daks, v / 'h ' '/ '1" " r' J'

Amcrican Rcdstart 1 on 102 ar Ue Fish Dak. (JR)

Clay-colorcd Soarrow: 1 on 10/19 at thc Lighthouse. (SG,

RL)
Vesner Soarrow: 1 on 10/14 at Briones. (JA)
Swamo Soarrow: 2 on 10/19 at Olcma Marsh, Pt. Reyes.
(RL, GS)
Y,'hi@-thrcated Sparrow: 1 on 1022 at the Lighthouse (JR): I
from l1ll ro 1ll4 in rheir Conmrd yard (Bo&BG).
Oregon Junco: I "Pink-sided" on 1023 in Pin€ Canyon.
MDSP. (GF, MP)
l.apland Longspur: 2 on l0/8 (JR), 1 on 10122 (JR), and at
lcast 7 on rcn3 QL, KH, SG), all at Dakc's Comcr.

lDiIh:LLotrStDlI: I on 10/8 at Drakc's Corner. (GF) Also
on RBA. This is only tlc second statc record.
Chcstnut-collarcd Longspun 2 on 10/13 (GD and 8 on 10/19
(SG, RL) at lhe SpaleM Ptateau. Also on RBA.
Snow Bunting: I or 10D3 at fie Lighthouse (JL, SG, KI{),
also on RBA; I on 1029 at Fort Funson, SF (FB, BG, MJC),
also on RBA; 2 on 1116 at milc 42.18 on Sir Francis Drakc
Blvd. (SG, RI). This was an invasion ye2r for Snow Buntings.
Cassin's Finch: I on 11/l l at Hal,vard Shorcline. (BR)

"t 
).':,'

Obscrven: John Ascher, Florcncc BenncE, Mary Janc Culvcr,
Georgc Fingcr, Bob and Betty Gallaghcr, Stcvc Glover, Ron
Lindeman, Jim Lomax, Kevin Hintsa, Margc Plant, Bob
Richmond, Jean Richmond, Dcnisc Wighl

For information and updates on rarc birds in thc Bay Area and

northcm California, call the Nonhcm Califomia Rarc Bird
Alcn, (510) 528-0288.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

o by Jim Lomax

Off the top of my head this monti:

Fund raising. Wc arc a non-profit organizadon and all of us

arc awarc of tie difficult cconomic timcs wc livc in today.
MDAS is also affcctcd by this reccssion. Costs for PrintinS
and mailing the Quail, renting the meeting hall, purchasing

materials, and so on, havc increased many-fold in the last fcw
years, but our incomc from National, the Birdathon, donations,
etc., havc noL The MDAS Boa-rd has been working on ways

to increase funding. In the futue you can expcct !o sce ncw
ideas such as T-shirts, a "poor box," wine usting events, raf-
flcs, or other ncw innovations fledged from the chaptcr. Wc
hopc to havc other events ftat will includc public panicipation
as wcll. [f you havc an idcas or suggcsLions for ways to help
thc chapter raisc additiona.l funds, pleasc lct mc or any of tlle
board members know.

o

wild Birds Unlimited, ftc new birding store on Conra Cosu
Blvd. across from Mcrvyn's, has be.cn donating 57o to MDAS
from sales madc to our chaptcr membcn. This has helped and

I thank Mike Williams for those donations. You members

who have not visitcd tre storc yet will be in for a trcat whcn
you do and I urge you o go and look. An amazing variety of
birding-rclated items are on hand and Christmas is coming.

I have spent morc time this fall out birding than I have in the

rccent past and of coursc wc havc becn having quitc a few rarc

brrds showing up. Thosc of you who bird know thc absolutc
exhilaration upon secing a ne\v "lifer" and I have secn a few
lately. I wish I could get cvcryone out lo catch that fceling.
ICs a special way !o intcrrelate rvith naturc and that is getring
harder and harder o do thesc days. Besides Ulat it's free.

The Christmas Count is Decembcr 14 and those of you who
want to participatc can call Jimm Edgar, 658-2330, or me at
825-1513, to find out whcre to me€t a group leader or becomc
one if you want. Again teams will go to several habihts
around Mt. Diablo lo count birds.

I (and Georgc Finger) would sure like to start thc Breeding Bird
Atlas. Thc problem is we don't havc a dircctor !o oversec hc
operation. It would bc a five-year projcct and would involvc a

lot of peoplc but we ne€d somcone !o "bc in charge." lf you

are rnteresEd but afraid of commitLing yourself, call me. You
won't be obligated and you might llke what you hear. The end
result witl be published and will dctail all thc spccics of birds
tiat breed in ConE-a Costa County.

92ND CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The l99l MDAS Chdstfias BLd Count will bc on Saturday,

December 14. All mcmbers and inercsted Sucss arc invircd m
panicipaa. Evcry pair of cyes can bc helpful in sceing birds;
you do not nc€d !o be an cxpcrt birder to paniciPalc. tlst ycar

we had 70 obscwcrs who tallicd 34,500 individual birds of 156

species. Alrhough the number of obscrvcrs and the numbcr of
specics was down from thc ycar beforc, thc numbcr of individual
birds was up, despite poor weathcr.

Nationalty, lherc arc about 1500 counts cach ycar. Valuable
bird population Ioowledgc has becn lcamed over thc ycan. Our
count will covcr the 15-mile diamcter circle centcred ncar Trcat

and Cowcll. This includcs most of ML Diablo, Black Diamond
Mines, thc Pittsburg marshes, somc of Briones Park, Heather
Farms, thc suburban crecks of Alamo, Lafayettc, and Walnut
Creck, and many other grecn placcs in Conu-a Costa County.
Wc also need fccder and homc garden watchers.

A pot-luck dinner will follow aI a location to bc announccd at
thc Deccmber mecting. All members and guesB arc invited !o
attend. Ptease bring your own able service and a sa.lad, main
dish, or desscrt for 8 to l0 people, plus any scrving utensils
needed. Pleasc call Barbara Vaughn, 376-8732, for information
about fic potluck.

Jimm Edgar is this year's compiler. To participate, plcasc siga
up at the December meeting, call Jimm at 658-2330, or retum
this form to Jimm at 4614 Jacobus Ave., Oakland, CA 94618.

The cost is $4.00 to cover fie expersc of publishing thc annual

Christmas Count issue of American BirdJ. Feedcr warchcrs
havc no chargc.

I would prcfer to bLd with onc of the ireld groups on
Christmas Bird Count Day, Deccmber 14, 1991.

I would prefcr a hiking arca-

I would prcfer a lcss strcnuous arca-

I can monitor a feeder or garden.

Name:

Telephone:

o
Scc you December 5th.

Address:



NEW MEMBERS

Scason's grcetings [o thcsc ncw MDAS mcmbers that we hope

to me€t soon: Ruby Andcrson, Denisc Arora, Sharon Austin,
Mrs. A. Basu, Tom Bcck, Iaura Birch, Cynthia BraunsEin,
Ehzabeth Cathcart, Mrs. Jon Challoner, Mary Clift, Mrs. M.
Chvc, Pamela Cmper, Stcve Crirc, Deborah Damico, Kathleen
M. Daniels, Abhijit Dey, Jed Douglas, Gary and Mary Fcnity,
Desmond F. Fergus, Jim Fincke, Daniel Fitzgcrald, Connie
Forslind, Mr. A. Friedrikson, Ellcn Fujroka, Marlcen Giuffre,
William Goe, Raymond Grylich, Edith Harper, Dan Hendrycks,
Karen Hcnry, Mrs. Charlcs Hemandcz, Stanley Heysc, Suc

Hoffman, M. Iwinski, C. Johnson, Dolly Johnson, L. Julian,
Lisa Kelly, Melinda Kcys, Mathilde Kland, Mrs. Edwin Lainc,
Mrs. Lco kjoie, Michacl A. Lampe, Terry L:yon, William
Lindsey, Lois Lippincott, David Madsen, Mr. and Mrs. James

Maguirc, Kathryn Mahoncy, Mrs. J. Manlcy, Elaine March, Ida
Marshall, Ellen Holmes Mawson, Willram E. McCormack,
Stcven McHancy, Joellcn McKinsey, Annc McQucen, Jay
Mrlnc, Louise Mobley, Pomaikai Moss, Mike Mulholland,
John Ohlmann, Maude Parker, Scott and Mary Pclkey, Donna
Poner, Marvin E. Reif, Alicc Ricossa, Linda Rojo, Michete

Dccember 1991

Roma, Jack Rosfcld, Kristina Running, Robcrt Schultz, Carl
Shapiro, Mary Stabenow, D. Suslow, Anne Tager, Charlcs
Thomson, Whimey Todor, Paulinc Wampler, Connic woods,
Jamic Yoder, James Young and Shirtcy Young.

HOLIDAY GIVING

kst chancc for the easiest gift to give and thc most fun gifl to
rcccive on your Chrisunas list!

THE 1992 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK

Enjoy thc 507o savings on restauranls, travel, sporting cvents,

hearer. and more.

Encrainment Bmks sell for $35 cach and MDAS receives $7.
Call Barbara Vaughn x316.8732 or pick one up ar Wild Bids
Unlimrrcd, 720 Contra Costa Blvd., Plesant Hi[.
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aThe Quail is pubhshed monthly except for the combi^ed lulylAugust issue. Audubon membership incltdes subscriptions to the

Quall and Audubon magazine. To join ($35tyeat indiiduol, $3E family: introductory and senior rates availablc), write a check to

Nationcl Audubon Sociery but send it, with letter or subscriptbn card, to thc Menhcrsfip Chairperson, Mike Williams, 1172 larch
Avenue, Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter benefirs financially from numbership applications it processes. Full Audubon numbership

is encouraged, but subscription to thc Quail is availablc separate from menbcrship at $l1lyeat The check should be nadc to MDAS

and nuiled to the MDAS Treasurer, Brian Elder,349 Canuritas Way, Danville, CA 94526. First class nailing of thc Quail to a

mzmber or nonrcmber is an additional $350lyear payable to MDAS & scnl lo lhe Treasurer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consuk Mike Williatns, (510) 376-1631.

Barbara Bwek, Editor, 157 Mt. Kcnnedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (510) 229-0394

Exchange bulleths for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audnbon Society, P. O. Bot 53, Walnw Creek, CA 94596, please.

Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
P.O. Box 53

Walnut Creck, CA 94596
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