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January Program:
Birding the Yucatan Peninsula

o At our January 2 meeting, Chris Carpenter will
speak to us about the Yucatan. If the Yucatan brings
to mind only the beaches of Cancun and mysterious
Mayan ruins, you will be pleasantly surprised to find
that this is an area of excellent birding as well. The
Yucatan Peninsula is that lower thumb of Mexico
which sticks out to divide the Gulf of Mexico from
the Caribbean. It has not only rai n forest j ungles and
shore and estuary habitats but also dry scrub jungle.
This range of habitat guarantees a wide diversity of
bird life. Here you will find parrots, hummingbirds,
motmots, and trogons, as well as other less-familiar
species, many of whom dwell in and around tle
crumbling remains of the pre-historic Maya Indian
cities. The Yucatan birder can enjoy exciting birds
and the former glories of temples and pyramids in the
jungle, both at the same time.

Chris Carpenter is a Senior Depury Disrict Anomey
for Consumer and Environmental Protection in
Alameda County. He is also a long-time member of
Golden Gate Audubon Society and has been their
Extended Field Trips chairman for the last seventeen
years. Chris has spoken to MDAS several times in
the last few years, most recently about the birds and
wildlife of Kenya.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the fust Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our new meeting place is
the Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The new times for the mectings are as
follows:

7:10 Doors open
7:30 lBkr[*gJn$+ <---.
ffi Business Meeting)
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, January 9,
at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Shirley Ellis, 353 West-
cliffe Circle, Walnut Creek, 939-9091. The board
meetings are open to all interested members.
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CONSERYATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

TOLL ROAD UPDATE
Repors in this column havc spokcn to the issues involved in
the "infamous" l,oll road proposed for eastern Contra Cosra
County. AIso reponcd havc been thc various lcgal acdons o
protect the envircnmcnt that have been laken by the Greenbelt
Alliancc, the Sierra Club, or MDAS.

Proponcnts appear to arguc thc Mid-Statc Toll Road will,
when completed, alleviae ralfic problems on Walnut Creek's
Ygnacio Blvd. Also asscrted by "some" is that thc vicws of
"we ftc pcoplc" wcre soliciEd in a poll undcrtaken by
"someone." Rumor has it the poll indicated "we thc pcoplc"
believed l}lc proposcd toll road WOULD alleviatc such tralfic
problems. As wc look into our cryshl balt, we can see NO
indicarion that such vicws arc factual, supportable, or accuIate.

In thc meantimc, fte letErs written to Stcve Weir (see

the Novcmber Qzao arc now on file and MUST bc considcred
when thc final dccisrons arc made on this badly-thought-out,
costly, and rll-conccivcd red.

WETLANDS
Still under thc gun from scvcral sourccs. A] prcscnt ftc major
issue involved is thc Dclineation Manual proposcd by and on
behalf of thc Bush Administration. Prcss repors indicate $c
EPA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Scrvicc, and o$ers havc caried
out scicntific studics to sec what effcct the proposed rulcs
would havc on the nation's wetlands. The results suppon
comments previously asscned here: an environmcntal disaster!

Predlction, with fingcr to thc wind: Tte departuc of the
White Housc Chicf of Staff may leavc an opcning for the Bush
Administration !o "review' (and even drop) the proposcd wet-
land cntcria. Evcn ifsuch an cvcntuality Gcurs, our nation is
still faced wift somc terrible (proposed) bills in thc House and
Senate, which wc will havc !o batde. These bills arc opposed
by Senator Cranston and Congressmcn Gcorge Millcr, Don
Edwads, and Ba$am Boxer. Unforu.nately, support for onc of
he VERY bad Scnatc bills comes from our junior Scnator,
John Seymour. A letter from YOU to him asking him o
change his position won't hull and may cven do some good.

Audubon is NOT alone in cxpressing srong opposition to $c
Admrnistration's proposals. The Augusr. 23 cdition of thc
S ierra Club's Nalio nal News Report carried a headline on the
lead slory:

laruNy 1992

FREE TRADE WITH MEXICO: A LOOMING
ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTER

A proposcd "Frec Trade Agrcement" with Mexico, being
pushed YERY hard by thc Administration, may well provide
thc makings for a hugc cnvironmental disastcr in thc U. S. A
rccent San Francisco mccting, callcd by thc Adrninisradon's
Trade Representadvc Carla Hills, produccd a great sccpticism
on the part of the "few" cnvironmenh.l folks present. Sincr
thcrc arc ONLY five cnvimnmenhl rcprBsentativcs on various

committccs esLablished by fic U. S. govcmment 10 "look into
this proposcd arrangemenf as comparcd with litemlly hunrlreds

of business and industry rcps, it is littlc wondcr environmental
considcrations arc receiving short shrifl. A recent press rcpofl
noted 0mt '...cnvironmentalists arc insisunS on tough specific
language in GATr, thc General Agrecment on Tariff and
Trade, which will bc voled on by Congrcss, probably ncxt year

rflcr (emphasis supplied) the election." David Roc, a scnior
analyst at the Environmental Defensc Fund, has said, "The ora.l

assuanc€s are grcat, but what do they meen?" Funhcr dismay
was cxprcssed as a resu[ of a reccnt GATT dccision that" if not
rcvoked, ncgates drc U. S. dccision which prevcnted drift net
caught tuna from being sold in U. S. sores. If a U. S. ar-
rangcmcnt such as that can be negated by othcr countdes who
may not bc as intcresrcd in cnvironmcnlal matters as "we he
people" in the U. S. arc, funlrcr agreemcnts r€ tradc MUST bc
lmkcd at YERY closcly.

GARBAGE: ARE THE WARS STILL ON????
Rcccnt prcss rcpor6 indicatc somc possiblc shenanigans arc
going on relativc to finalizmg usc of thc Keller sitc for solid
wastc, i.e. garbage, disposal. MDAS, having participated in
thc garbagc batdc on an environmcnul basis, had originaUy
dcclincd to parriciparc in citizen's committccs lo facilitate thc
implementation of tle Kcllcr sitc. ln vicw of recrnt rcports,
howcvcr, MDAS has now agreed to participatc in upcoming
commilrce scssions in an auempt to cnsuc that thcrc is NO
mishandling of thc important issues involved.

REGIONALGOVERNMEM: IS ITGOOD OR BAD???
Such qucstions werc rcvicwcd by rcprcscntatives of a numbcr
of organizations (including MDAS) at a rec€nt "session" c€llcd
by the Grcenbelt Alliancc. A major conferencc on thesc
regional issues will bc hosrcd by thc Gre€nbelt Allianc€ early
in 1992. This confcrcncc will afford cnvironmcnal organiza-
tions and individuals intcresed in such matcrs an opponunity
!o hcar and discuss the proposals now being debatcd by ciry,
county and shte rcpresentatives. All fiosc who arc interested
in cnvironmcntal issucs ne€d to KNOW what thc proposals for
regionalism will mean. What wrll come of all this cffort? As
onc individual, knowlcdgeablc about political maucrs said, "I
can't sec many lmal political folks giving up thcir autonomy
JUST o cnsure cnvironmenal and land use maucrs are handled
in a more effectrvc manncr." Say I, "Time will tell how this
is all going to come out."
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rips arc open to mcmbers and nonmembers alikc. Carpm
time is depanurc time. Carpool expensc: 5 clnts p€r mi
per rider is suggestcd; tolls and cntry fecs are shared equally
by driver and ridcrs. Bring binoculars, freld guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizdei if in doubt, call lcadcr up to

Eme.hour beforc

a

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of Iicld riD:
Catcgory l: Easy, littlc or no walking, smmth paths

Category 2: ModeraE, I milc or morc, possibly rough
Catcgory 3: Difficult, cx@nsivc walking, rough rcrrain

Saturday, January 4, Putah Crcck. Caryool 7:30 a.m.
southwcsl comcr of Sun valtcy parking loL Mcct 8:15 a"m.

at thc interscction of Chary Glen and Pleasants Vallcy Rds.,

approximately 1 mile north from I-80. Park on Chcrry Glcn.
Dress warmlyi this is a cold, windy area- Prcvious highlighs
include Osprcy, Phainopcpla, Canyon and Rmk Wrcrs, Wmd
Duck, and Hooded Merganscr.
Leadq: Florcnce Bennctl, 689-31(b Catcgory I

Wednesday, January 8, Rarity chasc. Carpml 8:00 a.m. at
Acalanes Avenue off Plasant Hill Rd., just north of SR24.
Wc will try !o lGatc somc of thc rarities that have tumed up
on thc Chrisunas CounB.
Lcaden JimmEdgar,658-2330 Catcgory: Variablo

Thursday, January 16, Sunol Rcgionel Perk. Carpool
7:30 a.m. El Ccrro Blvd., just wcst of 1680. Mcct 8:00 a.m.
in parking lot, Sunol Park. Go south on I-80 to Calaveras Rd.
Go lcft under I-80 and 4 milcs south on Calavcras Rd.; turn
lcft on Geary Rd. 2 milcs o park. Watch and liscn for Turkey
along Geary Rd. Golden Eaglcs and other raptors are often
seen. Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Dipper, and Canyon and Rock
Wrcns arc possible.
t-cadec Elizabeth Dickcy,2544486 Catcgory 2

Saturday, Sunday, Monday, January 18, 19, 20, Scn Luis
Obispo cnd tbc Crrrlzo Pleins. Call Elizabeth Dickcy,
254{486, if you intercstcd in going on this trip.

Wedncsday, lan'tary 29, Grizzly Island Gamc Rcfugc.
Carpml 7:00 a.m. southwest comer of Sun Vatley parking lot.
Mect 8:30 a.m. at Rcfugc hcadquancrs. Take I-680 north, I-80
cast to SR12. Follow SRl2 through Fairficld; watch for sign

to Grizzly Island Rcfuge on right and follow tlrc road to $c
headquaflers. Watch for raptors and Short€ared Owls along hc
road. This is an ouBanding mptor arca. Mostly car birding.
Leadq: Maury Stcrn,284-5980 Car8ory I

Saturday, Sunday, February l, 2, Los Banos rnd Psnchc
Vallcy. There will be a group dinner Saturday at thc Wml-
grower's Rcstaurant in l,os Banos. Call trip leadcr Florcncc
Bcnnctt, 689-3106, for information. Makc motcl rescrvations
soon; see thc Dccember paail for suggestions.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

TENNESSEE VALLEY, Novcmbcr 2.
Eight people cnjoyed good \r'eathcr but only 4I species of birds.

The highhghs wcrc two Bobcats, onc scrn at closc rangc. The

best birds wcrc a Lincoln's Sparrow, sccn by most of thc group,

and a Say's Phoebc and a Broad-winged Hawk, unfortunatcly
each scen by only one pcrson.

Elizabeth Dckey

ALAMEDA SOUTH SHORE, Novcmbcr 7.

The day was unscasonably warm, the warcr calm, thc tide high,
and the ninc membcrs and guess scourcd thc bcachcs and bays

of Elsic Ramcr Sanctuary and Arowhcad rvith a shon dcbur
to Bay Farm Island. A Clapper Rai.l was heard but not sccn al
Alamcda and rhc Eurasian Wigcon is back at Arowhcad. 49

spccics wcrc sccn.
Bartan Yaughn

LAFAYETTE RESERVOIR, November 12.

Special Ficld Trip for Adults with Childrcn.
Four mcmbcrs and sevcn children ranging in agc from 8 months

10 7 years spcnt a warm, sunny morning cxploring thc arcas

along the rescrvoir bctween thc playgrounds. In bctwccn my 18

month old son scraping up his facc and other distractions, wc
managed !o scc 26 species including Bufflchcad and Whitc-
hcasEd NuthaEh.

Denise wight

CHARIESTON SLOUGH, Novcmbcr 16.

Nine birdcrs spent a crisp Novcmbcr day sudying and edmiring
a widc variety of warerbLds. Higl ighls inctudcd a Bt:c-wingcd
TeaI, a Euasian Wigcon, a Barrow's Goldeneyc, a Burrowing
Owl from 10 fecr. a Pcrcgrinc Falcon, and al lunch, a muskral
and a Sora" An cxlcnsion trip to Redwmd Shorcs added 8 morc
Banow's Goldcneyes. g5 specics wcre scen 

Scvc Glovcr

MT. YIEW SANITARY PLANT, Novcmbcr 20.
Dcspitc disappointing numbcrs of wacrfowl, a hcalthy numbcr
of spccics included Common Moorhen, Green-backcd Hcron,
Bluc-wingcd Tcal, Common Merganscr, several snipc, and,
most unusual, a Nonhcrn Flickcr that was ncerly black. 69
spccics wcrc sccn.

Stevc Glovcr

ALTAMONT, Novembcr 30.
Twelvc membcrs and guess spcnt a sunny, cleer, windy and

cold day in thc Tassaja Crcek Rcgional Park, lhe Uvcrmore
hills, and the Altamont Pass. Wc saw ten spccies of raptors,
including Goldcn Eagles, Ferruginous and RoughJcgged
Hawks, and Prairic Falcons. Othcr highlighs included scveral
ficlds with dozcns of Long-billcd Curlcws and sevcral Common
Snipe. A Rock Wrcn was well secn along PatErson Pass

Roaq as wcrc at least 25 Mountain Blucbirds. 53 species werc
scen in all.

Maury Stcm
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Pleasc send obs€rvations to Stcvc Glovcr,
333 Goshcn Cr, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207.

Pleasc includc your tclcphonc numbcr with Jour obscryations.

Lmn (snecics): 3m to 400 sccn on 11, in 12 hour from
South Beach, Pt- Rcycs, all hcading south. (cF, MP)
Red-neckcd Grcbe: I on ll/19 at Princcton Harbor. (FB,
Mlc)
Cattlc E8ref, 1 on 11/15 at Alameda Creck Quanie.s (RL, SG)
I on 1l/15 at latc Mcniu (FB): 2 on lZ4 in thc frcH adjaccnt
to Mallard Rcscrvoir (SG). Cattlc Egrcts sc€m 10 havc bcrn on
thc move I l/15 as thcy wcrc sccn at at lerst two othcr spots in
the Bay Area
Snow Gmsc: I on 1213 on thc larSc rock at pcscadero flfi#,
San lvlatco Co. (JR)
Bluc-winged Teal: 3 on llfi at Hayward Shorclinc (JR): 2
pairs on I l/1 5 at Arowhcad Ivlmh (FB).
Barrow's Goldeneyc: 12 pairs on I l/15 at kkc McnitL (FB)
Hooded Mcrganscr: I pair d Mallard Rescrvoir on l2la (SG);
12 ol lvlz at Cortc lvladera Marsh (MIC, FB): 26 on lUl9
at Cone Madcra N4a$h (SG, RL, JR); 16 on l2R at l:kc Lu-
ccme, San lvlatco Co. (FB, MIC).
Bald Eagle: l ot lln4 along Midway Rd., Altamont Pass.
(s&MB)
RoughJeggcd Hawk: L ot Lll22 alonE ML House Rd. at thc
Altamont Pass. (SG) This species has bccn rarc in thc pass
the past couplc of ycars.
Sooncd Sandpipcn I oi lU4 aaMallfid Rescruoir. (SG)
Long-billcd Curlcw: 52 ol lU4 in fields adjaccnt to Mallad
Rescrvoir. (SG) Thcsc arc not normally considered rare but
havc bcen scen on only two of our last ten Chdstnas Counts.
Rak Sandpiner: I on I 126 (FB, MJC, RL, SG) and on l2l3
(JR) at Pebble Bcach, San Matco Co.
Lewis' Woodlrccker: I on 1116 on Libeny Rd., San Joaquin
Co. (GD
Dusky-caDped Flycatchen 1 on 1126 at thc cnd of Lcwis Ave.
in El Granada (SG, RL). AIso on RBA.
Mountain Bluebird: 58 on 11122 along Patterson Pass Rd.,
Altamont Pass. (SG, RL)
Townsend's Solitairc: I on I l, on the Median Ridgc Trail,
MDSP. (SG)
Northern Shrikc: 1 adult on I l/19 at Corte Madcra Marsh.
(SG, RL, JR) Also on RBA.
Palm Warblcr: I on lZR at Pebblc Beach, San Mareo Co.
(JR) Also on RBA.
Wilson's Warbler: I on I128 at Hidden lakcs Park, Marunez.
(DW) This is exEemely lale.
Amcrican Tree SDarrow: l on 1V26 (SG, RL) and oa l2[3
(MJC, FB, JR) at mile 7.0, just south of rhe Pigcon Pt-
Lighthousc. Also on RBA.
Clav-colorcd Snarrow: 1 on I 1/15 and I lil6 at CoyoE Hills
Reg. Park. (RL, SG) This is vcry rarc in rhc East Bay.

lmr:ary 1992

Swamn Snarrow: 2 on I l/10 at Olema Marsh, PL Reycs (GF):
I on l2B at mile 7.0, just south of hc Pigeon Pt. Lighthousc
(JR, FB, MJC).
Whitc-tfuoatcd Soarrowi I on l2B in hcr Walnut Crcck yard
(JG); 1 on l2B at milc 7.0 just south of the Pigcon Pr. Light-
housc (JR).

Chcsmut-collared LongsDur: 5 on I l, at thc Spaleua Ptateau,
PL Rcycs. (GF, MP)

Obscrncrs: Sonja and Michael Bccvc, Florcncc Bcnncr, Mary
Janc Culvcr, Gcorgc Fingcr, Stcvc Glovcr, Jan Gravcs, Ron
Lindcman, Margc Plant, Jcan Richmond, Dcnise Wight

For information and updates on rarc birds in thc Bay Arca and
northcm California, call thc Northcm Califomia Rarc Bird
Alcrt, (510) 528{288.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
OF BIRDING ETIQUETTE

by Viclor Emanual

l. Do not apFoach ncsting birds tm closcly.

2. Obcy a[ pctcd rulcs whcn visiting sancurrics or prascrvcs.

3. Do not cntcr privaE Foperty without permission

4. Do not usc ape rccorden in hcavily birded aEas during thc
nesting scason. In othcr arcas, usc tapc rccordcd bird vaaliza-
tions or imiations with discretion.

5. Be carcfu.l not to obstruo the vicw of fcllow
ping in ftont of thcm.

birden by stcp

6. Whcn thc leader gcts a bird h lhc scope, takc a quick look
when it is your tun, then come back for a second view aftcr
cveryone has sccn the bird.

7. Don't smokc in vehiclcs or near your fcllow bkders.

8. Bc carcful not !o spray on inscct repellcnt while standing
near or upwind of oher birders or whilc in vchicles.

9. Altematr posiEons in vchicles and on trails so that everyonc
has a chancc to havc the bcst position.

10. In gencral kcep convcrsation to a minimum whilc on forest
trails. Bird vocalizations are thc best way to locate forcst birds
and arc difficull to hear abovc conversation.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by .Iim Lomax

The ncw ycar is herc alrcady. For somc reason lhcsc ycars

kccp going by faster and fastcr. I don't makc many resolutions

for new ycan. I frnd them hard to kc€p. But this ncw year I
am going to try again. I want to sce my 600th bfud. That
means 105 morc. I hcar thosc tsk, tsks....

Thc groups involved in the Pcregrine Falcon Project for fte
last thrc€ yca$ met Dcccmbcr ll and formcd e ncw coalition
callcd Thc Mount Diablo Biodivcrsity Rcstmation Projccl Our
focus now is to rcstore nativc planB and animals on Mounl
Diablo. This will involvc somc opportunitics for voluntc€rs
to work with differcnt projecs which vill involvc both plants

and animals. This is a long tcrm project and I will kccp you

informcd.

ln thc near futulc, though, is our own Clappcr Rail Ccnsus

Projccl we arc waiting right now 1o scc if thc Dcpafiment of
Fish and Gamc is going to gct involvcd but cither way we plan

to strrt a census on Clappcr Rails in Contra Costa County
next lvIarch and April. This project will bc headed up by Ruth
Riordan, whom I havc appointed CRC Projcct Dirccbr. We
will bc scnding out two or three mary'woman olavc 10 bc carc-
ful thcse days) Eams into dcsignatcd areas with tapcs to talc a

head count The arcas will bc small, and we will providc the

tapes. This should bc fun for pcoplc end a learning cxpcriencc.
We will writc this suwcy up for inrcrcstcd partics in hopcs of
protccting what might bc lcft. Calt me if you arc inercstrd.
Sign up shects will also bc at tre meetings.

On a very sad note, I am sorry to inform you that Bob Walson,
passcd away in Novembcr. Bob servcd on Lindsay Museum's

Board of Dirccbrs and was the husband of Savc Ml Diablo's
President Suc waBon. Nolcs !o Suc can be scnt to P. O. Box
25, Concord, CA94522. In lieu of flowcrs, memorial dona-
tions can be madc o thc Lindsay Museum, 1901 Fint Avcnuc,
Walnut Creck, CA 94596, or to thc Lasscn Volcanic Nationa.l

Park Foundation, P, O. Box 8, Mincral, CA 96063-0m8.
MDAS is sending a donarion ro thc Lindsay Muscum.

The MDAS Board has decidcd o go ahead and have T-shirts
made witi thc Quail (just likc on our newslcttcr) and our namc

on ir They will be sold at the gcncral mcctings and whcn thcy
arc ready, I will work out somc way for you to ordcr them.

tastly, on January 3, at 8:00 p.m., I will bc giving a slide
show endtled, 'The Birds of Southezst Arizona with a Touch
of Texas" to he Marin Audubon Chapter at Richardson Bay
Audubon Ccnter, Grecnbcach Road, Tiburon. MDAS membcrs

are wclcomc to attend. I will show many of the rarities of
ticsc arcas and upJarcd vcrsions of slidcs from my 1990 show.

BIRDING CLASSES

THURSDAY FIELD CI-ASSES
On Thursdeys this winlcr, MDAS'S Norah Bain will offcr field
birding classcs for beginning and intermcdiarc birders. A single

allday class from 10:00 a.m. !o 4:00 P.m. on January 16 to
Sacramcnto National Wildlifc Refugc will fcaturc enormous
flocks of watcrfowl, various hawks, plus wadcrs and shorebirds

in a sccnic sctting. Thcre will also bc three class scssions from

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on January 30, Fcbruary 13, and

March 19. Onc dcstination will be Cyprcss Grove Prcscrvc, a
propeny bclonging !o Audubon Canyon Ranch. The Prcscrvc
is on Tomales Bay and is ncvcr open b thc public. Register on

lanvry 7 at thc Orinda Community Ccntet, 26 orinda way,
Orinda. Cost for thc Sacramcno NWR trip is $15 for Orinda
rcsidcns, $17 for otlers. Thc thrcc class scssions cost $23 for
Orindans, $25 for others. For morc dctails, plcase call Norah ar

294516 or thc Orinda Community Cent$ aa254-2445,

BIRDING TIALF M@N BAY AND LAKE MERRITT
FIELD CLASSES

For the first timc in two years, thc Fremont Adult Schml will
be offcring Sarurrlay birding field trips. Thc Half Mmn Bay

ficld trip will be on January ll and thc L:kc McniE ficld trip
on January 18. Boh trips will run from 9:00 a.m. !o 3:m
p.m. Participans must pre-register by January 6 for thc Half
Moon Bay tnp and by January 13 for the [:kc Mcrriu trip.
Rcgistcr by mail or in prson at thc Frcmont Adult School,
4700 Cdavcras Avc., Frcmont, CA 94538. Includc thc fcc of
S20.m, yol.r telcphonc numbcr, and a slampcd, sclf-ad&qsscd
envclop. Thc ficld nips will be led by Alicc Hah, a mcmbcr
of thc San Francisco Bay Bird Observaruy and Ohlonc Audubon
Society. For morc information, call lhe Adult Schml at (510)

791-5841 or Alicc ar (510) 657-0475.

SPRING BIRDING CLASSES IN SAN FRANCISCO
Evening bird classcs taught by Joe Morlan will be saning on

January 21, 22, and 23. All classcs mc€t 7:00 p.m. to 9:30
p.m. in Rmm 222, Malina Middle School, 3500 Fillmore at
Bay SL, San Francisco. Frce parking is in thc school lot off
Bay SL on thc cast sidc of the building. Ficld Omithology I
mecs on Tuedays and is an inroduction to bfuds and birding.
Part A st rts January 2l and cnds March lq Pan B sufis March
3l and cnds May 26. Field Omithology II merts on Wednes-

days and is a continuing indepth study of thc idcntification and

status of North Amcrican land birds. Pafl A slarts January 22

and cnds March lli Part B $ans April I and ends May
27. Ficld Ornithology III meets on Thursdays and continues
wih the surdy of tems, alcids, and hawk. Pafl A slarls January

23 and ends March l2iPulB stafls April 2 and ends May 28.

Thesc classcs are cndorscd by Golden Gatc Audubon Scicty.
Fecs are $50 for each cight-we€k cou$e, and prc-regisuzdon is

recommended. Students necd not Eke Pafl A to enroll in Pan B
classcs. For information, call tJre San Francisco Community
Collegc, Community Services Office at (415) 561-1840.

o
See you at our mecting January 2.



NEW MEMBERS

Wc extcnd warm grcctings to thesc ncw MDAS mcmbers and
hope o mect them soon at our activities: Cheryl Abcl, Robcn
Abrams, Hazel M. Anderholm, Karla Angle, Rachelc Baker,
Sacey Beach, Erik Bcdford, Elizabeth T. Bcnnctt, Pearl Bond,
Lavohn Brackctt, Jody Brumlicld, the Stephen Burton family,
Tony Carlton, Clarc D. Coopcr, Susan and Don Couch, Tara
Courtcnay, A. F. Cross, Mrs. Neil G. Darling, M. Dclnista,
Kristi Donncll, thc Scott Evans family, Mary Fulton, San&a
Geigcr, Sharon Hicks, Paricia Hughcs, W. J. Johansmann,
Franccs A. tatham, Ruth Londahl, Carlton Lowcnbcrg, Nancy
C. Lundc€n, Linda Millspaugh, Carolyn Nclson. Donna Rae
Ncwman, DouSlas Prufton, Tiven Racioppo, Maribcft Sayrc,
Frank Schneidermcycr, Karen Shaw, Alhea Soldano, Yvcttc
Spenc€, Terry Storey. P. Tanner, Rod Van Buskirk, Hawey and
Louisc Wall, and Eileen Wright-

laul.rwy 1992

DONATIONS TO MDAS o
Our smicty has from time o timc rcccivcd generous dolations
and bequesb givcn in mcmory of friends or rclativcs, or as

spontaneous contributions to ftc socicty's gencral activitics.
Gifts, donadons, and bcqucs6 ere wclcomed as a significant
suppon of our goa-ls of wildlife apprcciarion and conscrvation.

MDAS would like to cxprcss its appreciation for donadons
rnadc to 6c chaprr by Helcn and Harry Tassell of Antimh and
Mr. and Mrs. Jamcs Smyth of Martincz. Thcir gcncrosity is
vcry much valucd

6

The Quall is publishcd notthly except for the conbi^ed JulylAugust issuc. Audubon mcmbership includes subsuiptions to the

Quail and Audubon magazinc. To join ($35lyear individual, $38 fatnily: ialroductory ond scnior rates seoilable), writc a check to
National Audubon Society but send it, with leucr or subscription card, to ,hc Mcnbcrship Chairperson, Mikc Williarns, I172 lzrch
Avenuc, Moraga, CA 94556. The Chopter benefits financially from ttumbcrsfup applicotions it processes. Full Audubon numbership
is encowaged, but subsciption to the Quall is availoble separate from membersdp at $l1lyear.The cluck should be nudc to MDAS
and rnailed to the MDAS Treoswer, Brian Elder,349 Canuruas Way, Danille, CA 94526. First class nailing of the Quall to a
member or nonmember is at additional $3 50lyear payoblc to MDAS & sent to lhe Treaswer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consul, Mikc Williams, (510) 376-1631.

Barbaro Burek, Editor, 157 Mt. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (510) 229-03%.
Exchonge bulletins for MDAS ,o Mt. Disblo Audubon Sociery, P. O. Bor 53, Walnw Creek, CA 94596, please.
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February Program:

Birds and Other Wildlife of Madagascar, Kenya, and Ruwanda

o Bruce Howard, a former member of the Board
of Directors of the National Audubon Sociery, will
present a twGpart program at our Fcbruary 6
meeting. Bruce will talk about important issues
pertaining to National, including the changes of logo
and the "retirement" of Audubon magazine edior l.es
Line. Hc will also show slides of the animals of
Madagascar, birds and other wildlife of the Maasai
Mara of Kenya, and the high mountain gorillas of
Ruwanda.

Bruce Howard is a local birder and a 30 year member
of Golden Gate Audubon. He served nine years on
National Audubon Society's Board of Directors,
most recently as Vice-chairman. He has also served
as a member of the Boards of Directors of Audubon
Canyon Ranch, Richardson Bay Audubon Education
Center and Cornell laboratory of Omithology.

In order to provide sufEcient time for all the business
which needs to be discussed during the business
meeting ponion of our General Meetings, the Board
has decided to drop Birding lnformation for thc rest
of this year. Bird observations by members will
continue to be reponed during the business meeting.

General meetings of thc Mr Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thunday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting placc is the
Pleasant HiIl Senior Center, 233 Grcgory Lanc,
Pleasant HiIl. The revised times for the meetings are
as follows:

7:10 Doors open
7:30 Business Meeting
8:15 Saial Time
8:35 Program

The next board meeting will be Thusday, February
13, at 7:30 p.m., hosted by Mike Williams at the
WiId Birds Unlimited store, 720 Conna Costa Blvd.,
Pleasant HilI, 798-0303. The board meetings are
open to all interested members.

Christmas Count Results - Pagc 5.

o



CONSERYATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

WETLANDS STILL IN CONTROVERSY
Califomia's remaining wetlands arc still up for grabs. Not-
withstanding all that has becn leamed in thc last 50 years

about the importanc€ of wctlands, Administration proposals
(thc Bush Delineation of Wctlands, for cxample) will "do in"
huge rrcages of wetlands, unlcss some changc is made in the
Administration thinting on the issue. EPA'S latest sudics
confirm lhc extcnt of the cnvironmcntal disastcr waiting in thc
wings if there is NO changc in Adrninistration thinting as to
the valuc of wetlands and hc Delineation Manual is actually
implcmcnted. Futurc gcnerations will bc asking thc question,
"What did they do to us?" Thc battlc, now ongoing is NOT
just onc bctween Audubon peoplc as environmentalists, nor is
it just betwecn a few enyironmental nuts who want !o destroy
privatc propcrty. It is in reality YOUR batde. It is your
batrlc if you have children and cxp€ct them !o have any sorl of
dccent future. This is rcal life. Thcsc arc issues of vcry basic
importancc, which our nalion hes hcretoforc ncver had to facc.
Thar having bcen said, it is up to each and every onc of us to
try !o change thc cousc to which thc Bush Administration
now appears to bc committcd.

GOVERNOR "TELIS PRESIDENT BUSH"
A new ally has come forward in thc wctlands battlc wirh thc
Administration. That ally: Govcrnor Pcte Wilson. Wilson
told thc ftesidcnt thc proposcd ncw dcfinition of wetlands
woutd, AMONG OTHER THINGS, REDUCE:

Coasal prorcctions undcr fcdcral rules by approximately
757o.

Fedcral fot€ction on 507o (150,00 acres) of CenEaI Valcy
wctlands.

Fedtral protrctions on tidal marshcs and dikcd wctlands in
and arcund the Bay by about 507o of tlle lotal rcmaining
e€agc,

At times, seventy lErclnt of the shorcbtds migraring along
the Pacific Coast make usc of SF Bay wetlands. Only about
257o of remaining Southern Califomia wcdands would still bc
protccted IF [tesidcnt Bush's pnposcd Dclincation of Wctlands
evcr b€comes tlc crilcria-

YES, MATILDA, SOMEONE DOES CARE
Two incidents in rcccnt days arc unusual and worthy of rcpon.
A complainl originating in the Klightson arca which indicated
a proposcd dcvclopmcnt project would rcsult in dcstruction of a
Ee€ cstimated !o bc between 150 and 200 yea$ old brought
MDAS to action. lrltcrs to the developer, propeny owner,
CCC Supcrvisors, and otren produccd a rcsponse [rat fic trec
WILL bc spared. A bit of good news.

Fcbruary 1992

Another fuss produccd dramatic resulls. For many yea$ swifts
havc nestcd, fcd young, and lived their lives by utilization of
somc of thc area around Rudgear Road and I{80 in Walnut
Creek. I-680 is in thc praess of being upgraded. Oncc done,
this will changc much of thc landscape along that highway.
Thc improving of I-680 created somc serious qucsLions as to
what will happen 1o nesting swif6. Lctten to Cal Trans havc
prcduccd rcsults. Presently, no swifs appear to bc in he arca
Cal Trans assured MDAS that full consideration will be given
to the swifs should nesdng and normal family operauon mcur
at any umc Cal Trans pcople are working on tltc projcct in the
vicinity of Rudgear Road. THANKS TO CAL TRANS, for
bcing considerate, and thanks to Madoric Plant for an assist.

ANCIENT FORESTS, CALIFORNIA, AND NEW
LEGISLATION

GOOD NEWS???? A possiblc legislativc solution to rcsolve
thc scrious problcms involvinS ovcrusc and clear-cuEing of old
and ancicnt forests in Califomia may now bc in the works.
Four proposcd laws are undcr consideration by the Califomia
lrgislatuc. A quick word from you just may put thc votcs in
position to solve finally the problcms. The proposcd laws arc
contained in thc foUowing bills:

SB 300 Lcslie & McCorquodalc, Rmrganizc Board of ForcsEy
SB 854 Kccnc, Sustaincd Yield ProErtions
AB 641 Hauscr, Wildlife & Cumulative ProEctions
AB 7f4 Shcr & Chandlcr, Ancicnt Forest Procction and

Clcar<utting Rcforms

NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS

by Mike Williams

Thc MDAS and Wi.ld Birds UnlimiEd WINTER SEED SALE
starts January 21. All ten varictics of secd will tr 157a off
rcgular prices. Therc are no fillcrs in thc mixcs and littlc
wastc: bids eat it a.ll. Be sure and ask about lhc se€d storagc
program. You can buy your secd for the next three rc four
months at salc pricas, but you don't havc to lakc it with you.
Just come in and pick it up as you necd iL In addition, ALL
fccders in thc storc will bc on s,'lc at a 15Eo discount- This is
the only time in 1992 when all fccders will bc on salc and rt is
the dme to upgradc or add to your feeders. Be sure and chcck
out the new hummingbird/oriole feeder that is bcc-prmf. Both
sales cnd Fcbruary 27. Now is also the timc to put out your
birdhousss. HummingbirG are alrcady nesfing and smn
wrens, chickadces, and other birds will be nesting, too. Five
pcrcent of all MDAS mcmbcrs' purchases arc dona@d to
MDAS. Thanks to mcmbers' purchases, Wild BLds Unlimitcd
donated over $l100 to MDAS in 1991. Happy birding.
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ps :rre opcn to membcrs and nonmcmbers alikc
ume ls dcpartue dmc. Carpml expnse: 5 ccnls per mile
per nder rs suggcstcd; lolls and entry fees are shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, ficld guidc and lunch.
Trips go m light rain or drizdc; if in doubt, call leader up to

hour before timc.

FIELD TRIPS

Difticultv of field l-io:
Category l: Easy, littlc or no walking, smooth paths

Category 2: ModeraE, I milc or morc, possibly rough
Caagory 3: Difficult, extcnsivc walking, rough terrain

Saturday and Sunday, February I and 2, Lc Banos and thc
Penoche Vellcy. Saturday in the t s Banos area wc look
for duck and gccse. Sunday up in the Panche Valley wc look
for Mountain Plover and Mountain Bluebirds. There will bc a
group dinner Saturday at thc Woolgrowcr's Rcstaurant in Los
Banos. Call trip leader Florencc Bcnnat, 689-3106, for morc
information. Make your motel reservadons now; check the
D@.cmbfl Quail for s uggestions.

Wcdnesday, February 5, Thornton. Carpool 7:30 a.m.,
soulhwest comcr of Sun Vallcy parking lol Mcct 8:45 a.m.
rn park at cnd of Glascmk Rd. Takc SR 4 to Antioch Bridgc
(toll), go noflh along rivcr to Rio Vi$a. Tum c€st on SR 12

for 11.5 milcs, then turn lcft onto Glascock Rd. Tun&a
Swans, Sandhill Cranqs, hawks and Srassland birds. Trip wi[
go in light rain. If qucstions, call the leader.
Lcaden Elizabeth Dickcy,254-0486 Category I

Saturday, February 8, Sen Metco Coest. Carpool 6:30
a.m. on El Nido Ranch Rd., Orind4 just east of St. S@phcns
Dr. off Hwy. 24. M&t at 8:15 a.m. in parking lot off SR I
opposite Pcscadcro Road. Cross San Mateo Bridge, continuc
west on SR 92 to Half Moon Bay, go lcft on SR I for 15
miles to Pescadero Rd., turn right into parking lot. Can bc
cold and windy, sometimes hoL
Leader: Stcvc Glovcr,829-7?!7 Catcgory 2

Thursday, February 13, Berkeley shorelinc. Carpml 8:00
a.m. on El Nido Rd. Talc Acalancs Road exit from Hwy. 24;
follow signs for Upper Happy VaIIey Rd. and park on El Nido.
Meet at 8:30 a.m. in tre parking lot at the noni end of rhe
Emcryvillc Marina. Take Hwy.24, tum noflh onb l-80. Take
the first cxit, Powcll SL, Lum left rmder the frecway and follow
Powell to thc Holiday Inn. Park in parking loL May be cold
and windy. Loons, grebes, and bay ducks.
Leader: Dcnise Wight,228-2601 Carcgory I

Fcbruary 1992

Saturday, Fctr,uary 22, Fivc Brooks - Bolinas Lagoon.
Carpool 7:00 a.m. at soulhwcst comcr of Sun Valley parking
lot. Mc€t 8:30 a.m. in front of Audubon Canyon Ranch. Go
west thrcugh Vallcjo and continuc wcst on SR 37 !o Aftcnon
Blvd. On crossing 101, Aflcrton becomes San Marin Drive.
Atjunction wi$ Novalo Blvd, tum right and continue to cnd at
Pl Reyes - Petaluma Rd. Turn left and go to SR l; left again
on SR I to Audubon Canyon Ranch. This rcund-about route
should avoid most of thc commutc trallic.
Leadcr: Stcve Gtovq,829-7207 Catogory 2

Wednesday, Fcbruary 26, LckG Merritt. Carpool 8:00 a.m.,
El Nido and St. Stcphcns Dr. Take citlcr Acalancs Rd. or SL
Stcphens exit from SR 24. Meet 8:45 a.m. at aviary at [:kc
Mcrritt. From SR 24, uke Grand Ave. exit. Smight ahe3d at
lst lighq ar 2nd light, go lcft onto Grand Ave. Tum right inlo
pa* ar Fairyland. Park in lot between boat housc and thc large
aviary. Wc will sec ducks and othcr walerbirds. This is a good

opporlunily for ncw birders o see ducks at closc range.
Leaden Barbara Y aqhn,37G8732 Category I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

NILES CANYON, Dcccmbcr 5.
Only four members showed up this bright, sunny fall momrng
for thc field trip, but ftey wcre rewaded wittr a lmc birding day.
A wide variety of land birds, watcrfowl, raptors, and shorcbirds
Iilled out thc 76 species. A Merlin, many Spotted Sandpipcn,
and four species of woodpeckcrs werc grcal Pcrhaps fte bcst
bid of lhc day was not onc but. hpo Bluc-gray Gnatcatchas, an
unusual winter specics this far north.

Jimm Edgar

LAFAYETTE RESERVOIR, Dccembcr I l.
Five mcmbcrs and one guest uscd thc bcautiful backdrop of this
park to gct ac{uaintcd with the 49 spccies of laal and wintcr
rcsident birds. Wc comparcd a pair of Hutlon's Yireos with a
nearby Ruby-crowned Kinglel Wc also saw a Red-breastcd
Sapsuckcr, a Nuttall's Wmdpeckcr, and a Northcrn Flicker all
in the samc tree. Seven specics of ducks werc sccn, including
Common Mcrganser and Ring-nccked Duck.

Denisc Wight

PALO ALTO BAYLANDS, Dccember 21.
This was a srrrny, calm day with a 7.1' tidc. Five mcmbcrs and
a gue$ saw thc Black Rail and at least cight Clapper Rails, and
watched two Gre€t Bluc Herons eadng small shorcbirds. 46
species werc seen.

Etizabeth Dickcy
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OBSERYATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Plcasc send obscryations to Stcve Glovcr,
333 Goshcn CL, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207,

Pleasc includc youI telephonc number with your observations.

December 14 was this ycar's MDAS Christmas Count Day.
Observations for that day werc reportcd both for individuals
counfing by thcmsclves and for count goups. LJadcrs of
groups with obscrvations listcd below includc t(amran Alavai,
Florcncc Bennelt, Brian Eldcr, Bcry Gallagher, Ed Hase, Jim
Lomax, and Maury Sem. For somc Count Day obscrvations,
lJlc number of timcs thc s?ccies has becn sccn in the eleven
most rEcent counts is givcn at thc end of the obscrvadons.

Rcd-ncckcd Grcbc: l on 1229 at tlaywad Shorelinc, a first
for thc location. (BR, SG, RC)
American Whrtc Pclican: 19 flying south on 123 ncar thc
Benicia Bridgc. (SG, GD 2 of I 1.

Whitc-faced lbis: 4 ot l2D3 at Joyce Island, Solano Co.
(DuD
Tundra Swan: 8 ot IAV over lhe Pitlsburg marshes. @H
group) 6 ot 11.

Eurasian Wigmn: 2 on l2ll4 atMallad Reservoir (BR, SG);
1 on 129 at Shell Marsh @W). 4 of I l.
Redhead: I on l2lll at Mallard Res. (BR) I of ll.
Oldsquaw: 1 ol lul4 u Mallard Res. (BR,SG) This is a
firsa for the counL
Surf Scotcr: 5 on l2ll4 on Ule rivcr nonh of Pittsburg.
(DWo, HC) 8 of I 1; a good bird for thc count but also a sign
of saltwatcr intrusion.
Barrow's Goldencye: I pair on 1223 ar fte mouth of Pachcco
Slough ncar Avon. (SG, GF)
Hoodcd Merganscn 1 pair on lul I at Mallard Res. (BR)
Red-breasted Mcrganscr: I female on 1Zl4 ar Mallard Rcs.
(BR, SG) 2ofll.
Osprcy: I on 12111 at Mallard Res. (BR)
Bald Eaglc: I on lU9 near thc Newman cxit, Hwy. 5.
(M&rN)
Rough-lcggcd Hawki I on l2n2 atweslgatc Recrealion Area,
San Joaquin Co. (JB)
Pcrcgrinc Falcon: I ol lUl4 in Plne Canyon, MDSP, (MS
group) and at Mallard Rcs. (BR, SG); 2 on 1223 in Concord
NwS (SG, GF). 7 of ll.
Black Rail: 12 on l2l14 in the Piusbug marhcs (EH group).
Thrs will likely bc the nation's high.
Long-billcd Curlcwi l5 on lAl4 at t.|.?.uard Rcs. (BR , SG)
3 of 11.

Red Knou at lcast 1000 on 1229 atHaywud Shorcline. (BR,
SG, RC)
Red Phalaropc: 1 on 12 at Princeton Harbor, San Mateo Co.
(GF, MP)
Forstcr's Tcm: 4 on lU14 near the Waterfront Rd. ovcrpass.
(BR, SG, BG group) Another Frst for thc count.

Fcbruary 1992

Burrowing Owl: I on l!l4 on privatc propcrty ctosc to ML
Diablo. (PG, BW) 7 of ll.
Long-cared Owl: 3 on 1?10 in Tcnncsscc Valley, Marin Co.
(sG, RL, MIC, JR)
Rufous Hummingbirdi 1 on lz9 in her Walnut Crcek yard.
(IF) This is rarc in winter.
Rcd-napcd Sapsuckcr: I on lUl3 at Briones Rcgional Pa*.
(JA, KA) I of 11.

Ycllow-bellicd SaDsucken I on LUIO at PL Rcycs Station,
Marin Co. (GF, MP) Also on RBA.
k€st Fl!,c:rchcn I on 1716 at Berkelcy Botanical gardens.
(SG) Also on RBA. This is a first for the East Bay.
"Western" Flvcatchcr: I on lR along Gazos Creek Rd., San

Matro Co. (SG, RL) Vcry rrrc in winter but without a song
or call cannot bc called Pacific-slcpc or Cordilleran.
Eastern Phocbc: I on l2l10 at milc 9.47 on Novaro Blvd.,
Marin Co. (GF, MP)
C€nyon Wrcn: I on lUl4 in Pine C:nyon. (KH, MS group).
This was a long-awaitcd first for the counl
House Wren: I on l2ll12 in Mitchcll Canyon (SG, KA, GL); I
at Pine Pond first seen carly in Deccmbcr (KII), seen again on
12114 (KH, MS group). Rarc in wintcr.
Townsend's Solitairc: 1 on 1218 at Blact Diamond Mines (GF,
P&PM); 2 on lUl4 near Decr Flat (KA group): 1 on lU14 in
Donner Canyon (JL group); I oa lU14 in Brioncs (JA).

6 of 11.

Sage Thrashcn I on 12,,8 (BR, SG, RC) and l2n9 (JR) at
llayward Shorclinc.
Phainopenla: I on 12114 at Hidden kkes Park, Manincz. (BE
goup).
Rose-bre€sted Grosbcsk: I male on lR on Gazos Crcck Rd.
(sG, RL)
Chipning Snarrowi I ol lUl4 at thc Contra Costa Golf
Course. (MIC, FB group) This is a frst for thc counL
White-lhroatcd Spanow: 2 on 12114 in his tafaycttc yard (LF);
1 on on l2l30 along Hwy. 128 a half mile wcst of Plc€sant
Valley Rd., in the Putah Creck area (MB). 2 of ll.
Harris' Soarrow: I or 12f28 (MS, fE), l2l31 (JR) and Ul
(EH) along Quary I 'rLcs Rd., Union City.
Hoodcd Oriolc: I adult malc on lZlT in Hidden I'.alcs Park.

@W) I of I l; vcry rare in wintcr.

Obscrvcrs: Kamran Alavai, John Aschcr, Michacl Becvc, Jerry
Briccn, Rich Cimcno, Howard Cogswcll, Mary Janc Culvcr,
Jimm F,lgar, Lynn Farrar, Gcorgc and Toni Fingcr, Stcvc
Glovcr, Peggy Gross, Ed tlase, Kcvin Hintsa, Ron Lindeman,
Gloria lrtten, Pat and Paul MacEachem, Mikc and Kiuy
Norris, Marjoric Planq Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond, Maury
Stern, BcEy Wentzc I, Dcnise Wight, and Dennis Wolfc.

For information and updatcs on rare birds in thc Bay Area and
northem California, call thc Northem California Rare Bird
AlerL (510) 528-0288.
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THE 1991 CHRISTMAS COUNT RESULTS

The 1991 MDAS Christmas Count look placc on Saurday, Deccmbcr 14. 68 obscrvers were in thc ficld along with ninc additional
feedcr watchers. Nearly every one of the 18 gmups including fe€der warchcrs contributcd birds seen only by thcir own group. The
157 specics givcn bclow, secn on Count Day, werc onc shon of our 1989 rcaord of 158 species. Thcrc werc fivc additional species
seen during thc count pcriod (thrce days before and thrcc &ys after thc count day). They were Redhead, Hooded Mcrgarscr, Osprcy,
and Red-naped Sapsuckcr. Four specics ncw for thc count wcrc seen this yer, Oldsquaw, Forstcr's Tcm, Canyon Wrcn, Chipping
Sparrow, and Hmded Oriolc. As compilcr of thc counl I would l&c to thank all thosc who participarcd in thc counl, and particularly
Winnic and Gifford Young who organizcd thc dclicious count-down dinncr.

Jimm Edgar, Compiler

Picd-billed Grcbe
Homcd Glrbc
Earcd Grcbc
Wcstem G(ebc
Cla*'s Grcbc
Doublc-qcsted Cormormt
Americ€n Bittem
Grcar Blue lleron
Greal Eget
Snowy Egtct
Grecn-hkcd tlerm
Black-cromcd Night-heron
Tundra Swan
Grealrr WhitE- honted Goce
C-anada Gosc
Wood Duck
Grecn-wingcd Teal
Mallard
Northem Pintail
Bluawingcd Tcal
Cinnamon Tcal
Northem Shovelcr
Gadwall
Eurasian Wigeon
American Wigeon
Canvasback
Ring-neckcd Duck
Grcatcr Scaup
tcsser Scaup
Oldsquaw

Surf Scoter
Common Goldencye
Bumchcad
Common Mcrgarner
Red-breasled Mermnser
Ruddy Duck
Turkey Vulture
Black-shouldered Kite
Northem tlarricr

Sharpsh inncd llawk
Cmpels tlawk
Red-shouldercd Hawk
Red-nilcd Hawk
Ferruginous tlawk
Goldcn Frgle
Amcrican Kesrcl
Mcrlin
Pgs'IgFa!91
Prairic Falcon
Ring-neckcd Phcasant
California Quail
Black Rail
Virginia Ral
Sora
Common Mmrhcn
Amcrican Cmt
Black-bellied Plover
Killdc€r
Black-rEckcd St t
Amcrican Avocct
Greater Yellowlegs
[.esser Ycllowlegs
WiUet
Spotted Sandpiper
t ng-billed Cudew
f\4adlcd Godwit
Westcm Sandpipcr
kas Sandpipcr
Dunlin
Short-billcd Dowitchcr
t ng-billcd Dowitcher
Common Snipc
Bonapanc's Gull
Mew Gull
Ring-billcd Gull
California Gull
Hening Gull
Thayer's Gull

Westcm Gull
G laumus-wingcd Gull
Forster's Tcm
Eoc[ Do"c
Band-ailcd Pigcon
Mourning Dove
Bam Owl
Wcstem Screechowl
Grcar Homed Owl
B Owl
Shon-cared Owl
White-throated Swift
Ama's Hummingbird
Belted Kingfrsher
Acom Wmdpecl(€r
Red-heasted Saporcko
Numllh Wmdpeckcr
Downy Woodpeckcr
HairyW@kcr
Nonhem Flicker
Black Phebe
Say's Phocbc
Homcd L.ark

Sl.eller's Jay
Scrub Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
Chcstrut-backcd Chickadee
Plain Trrnousc
Bushdt
White-bre.sted Nuthatch
Brown Creepr
Rck Wrcn
Canyon Wren
Bewick-s Wren
House Wren
Marsh Wrcn
Ruby-crowncd Kinglct
Wcsem Bluebird

Townsend's Solitairc
Hermit Thrush
Amcrican Robin
Varicd Tfuush
Wrcntit
Northem lvtrockingbird
Califqnia Thrxhcr
Amcrican Pipit
Ccdar Waxwing
Phainopcpla
f.oggcrhead Shrikc
Europcan Sading
Hutlon's Virco
Ycllow-rumpcd Warbler
Townscnd's Warblcr
Common Yclloflfuoat
Rufous-sidcd Towhee
Califomia Towhcc
Rufous-crowncd Spnow
Chipping Sparrow
Iark Spanow
Savannah Spanow
Fox Sparrow
Song Spanow
Lincoln's Sparrow
White-tfuoated Sparow
Goldcn-sowned Spamw
White-crown€d Sprrow
Dak+ycd Junco

Rcd-winged Blackbtd
Tricolorcd Blackbird
Wc,stErn Meadowlat
Brcwcds Blackbird
Brown-trded Cowbird
Purplc Finch
Housc Finch
Pinc Siskin
l,esscr Goldhnch
Amcrican Goldlinch
Housc Sparrowo



NEW MEMBERS

Wc are very happy to Brcct these new MDAS members and hope

[o mc€t hcm soon al mectings and on trips: Pc88y Aamodt,
Jean Andcrson, Mikc Aw, Ellyn Axelrod, Richard Bellagamba,
Barbara Bcno, R. Blass, Stcphen Brmks, Ian Clark, Dorothy
Cowen, David Cranc. Mrs. John Davis, Ginny Donner, Ann
Frcdrickson, Olivcr D. Halc, Sidncy Hcrzik, Dorothy Hodgqs,
Mrs. Fanznd Holmes, R. A. Hunsinger, thc Kauffman family,
James Kcith, Roland Kenncdy, Elcanor Kcsler, Jill Kirkwood,
Robcrta Klaproh, Tom Liulc, Mr. and Mrs. Cerlos Luch, Pat
Magukc, Karen Marshall, Richard Maulcr, William Miranda,
Sinon Kevin O'llalloran, Shcrry Padgctt, Mr. and Mrs. Michecl
Robcrtson, fulctta Shcrry, Mr. and Mrs. Jaspcr Sipes, Dorenda
Soitc, L@ssa Swanson, S. Sunshinc-Mcssina, Stcphcn Taylor,
Louisc Tocwatcr, L. T. Yinson, Diana WcsL J. D. Wilkinson,
and Evclyn Wilon.

Fcbnwy 1992

DONATIONS TO MDAS

MDAS wclcomes gifts, donations, and bequests !o thc chaptEr

as significant support of oul goals of wildlife apprcciarion and

conscrvaLion. This month MDAS would likc to cxpress its
appreciation for donal.ions made to fic chaptcr by Edl&lg-of
Walnut Creck and John Kavanaugh of Ple€sant Hill. Thcir
gcncrosity is vcry much valued.

MARTINEZ WALKS

Bird walks and wildflower walks in Martinez arc schcduled
monthly tfuough May, sponsored by thc John Muir Hismric
Sitc. Thc lcadcrs arc Dirk Bogacn and MDAS mcmber John
Davis. Thc sitcs include Brioncs Rcgional Park, the Martincz
shorcline, and Mt- Vicw Trcatsncnl Plant, as wcll as walks at
thc John Muir National Historic Sitc. For a schcdule and
morc infqmadon, call 2 -88ffi.
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Tlu Quall is ptblishcd monthly ercepa lor the combined lulylAugttst issue. Audubon membership includes subsciptions to the

Quall and Autlubon magazine. To join ($35lyear indiidrul, $38 fanily: intoductory and senior rates avaihble), wriE a check to
Naional Audubon Societj bLt send ir, with letrer or stbsciption card, to ,lu Menbcrship Chobperson, Mikz Williams, 1172 krch
Avenuc, Moraga, CA 94556. Tlu Clapter bends linancially from numbership applications it processcs. Full Audubon runbership
is encowaged, bw subscription to the Quail is available separute from nuttbcrship at $l0lyear. The check should be nade to MDAS
and. nailcd to tlv MDAS Treasurer, Bian Elder,349 Canaritas Way, Danvillc, CA 94526. First class nuiling of thc Quall to a
member or nonmemhr is an additional $i S0lyear payable a MDAS & se^l lo ,hc Treaswer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consuk Mikc Williams, (510) 376-1631.

Barbara Bwek, Ediror, 157 Mt. Kcnnedy Dr., Martincz, CA 94553 (510) 2294394
Etclange bulletias for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audubon Society, P. O. Bor 53,Walnw Creek, CA 94596, please.
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March Program:

Ecuador and the Galapagos

o At our March 5 meeting, Susanne Methvin, the
general manager of Inca Floats, an adventure travel
company, will give a presentation on Ecuador and
the enchanted Galapagos Islands. The Galapagos arc
located 600 miles west of the continent of South
America, directly on the equator. Here, naturalist
Charles Darwin observed animals and reptiles, and
particularly those birds which have come to be
known as the Darwin finches, using some of the
similarities and differences as evidence for his theory
of evolution. The Galapagos Islands are also home
to boobies, cormorants, frigatebirds and even one
penguin. Join us for a visit to these ever-fascinating
islands and their inhabitants.

Susan Methvin is an avid birder. She has designed,
led, and coordinated worldwide nature tours with
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, Field Guides, Nature
Company Safaris, and now with Inca Floats. She
has taught birdwatching in the 1970's and 1980's
through Marin Audubon, the Piedmont Adult
School, Orinda Community Center, and her own
birdwatching school. Susan is also an active
conservationist, having been involved on local issues
with the Ohlone Audubon Society and the Mono
Lake Comminee since its inception in the 1970's,
and worldwide tropical conservation issues through
Nature Tours and now the Charles Darwin Research
Station in the Galapagos.

Gencral meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of cvery month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill.

At the request of members, who felt the business
meeting was too long and the social time was too
short, the meeting schedule has again been revised.
The new revised times for meetings are as follows:

7:10 Doors open
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

Birding Information will retrnn in the fall.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, March 12,
at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Jim [.omax, 3636 Loliu
Dr., Concord, 825-1513. The board meetings are
open to all interested members.

o



CONSERYATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

SAVE CALIFORNIA WETLANDS
Informcd individuals in Califomia Inow we havc already lost
9OVo of olur Bay Area walands and 957o of thc San Joaquin
Valley wetlands. Both arc pan of thc vital Pacific Flyway.
Unfortunatrly, the protection of wetlands is, in somc minds,
unimportant SAVE CALIFORNIA WETLANDS (SCW) is
making a strong case as to WHY our wctlands MUST bc savcd
and protcctcd. Shtcwidc approval is cvident Among thosc
exprxsing STRONG support is Govcmor Pete Wilson. SCW
is endmscd by more than 100 organizations and isin thc
forefront of cfforrs to savc wetlands. Marc Chytilo is Chicf
Counscl for Environmental Defcnsc Cormsel, a public interest
law hrm specializing in cnvironmental issues in south-ccntral
California. Hc has commentcd to the EPA on Prcsidcnt
Bush's proposcd WAlend Dclincerion Manual, "Thc proposcd
action undcrmines public confidencc in thc regulaory process

by reflecting a grcat dcal of political pressurc to cviscerate the
lcgal protcction fo wc ands."

"Mitigation Banting.' This concept pcrmits dcvclopmcnt of a
wetland arca Thc cntity developing thc wctland is obligated to
'creatc" a wctland clscwhcrc. Marc Holmcs, of SCW, said,

l. Mitigation banls probably won't work. Wctland creation
or rEstoflation is a ycry incxact science-and onc rarcly
gds lhc typc of wctland onc desires.

2. Wctland mitigation banks are usually laatcd far from
thc dcstroycd wctland (across the sarc or cvcn acmss
$arc borders), h^.cd on thc President's plopccd plan.
Ncighboring communitics will no longcr enjoy thc
values and furrctions of a naoral wctland.

3. Ducks, gcesc, shorcbirds, watcrbirds, invcrtcbrarcs,
mammals, ctc., who rcly on wetlanG for habitaq
i.c., fod, drink, and nc.sting and resting sites, will
l6c critic€l habital As a rrsult, many will die.

Suppon for SCW is nccded. A cash conribution will hclp to
ensure rcsults. Send contributions !o: SAVE CALIFORNIA
WETLANDS, P. O. Box 2(b51, Oalland. CA 94620-0651.

WETLANDS SUPPORT
Congrcssman Don Ed*ards will inroducr a major wetland pro-
tcction bill this month. Thc proposed law wi[ cnsure wcdand
rcgulation CANNOT be creaM in smoke-lilled back rooms.
Informed input would be sought from scicntists and others
who arc cxperts on such matters. A major prcss event in San
Francisco's historic Ferry Building was 1he backdrcp for thc
announcement of thc Edwards bill.

March 1992

GARBAGE
One thing often associatcd with rc older garbagc dumps was a
strong aroma. Some might even say 'stink.' Thc modem
landfills (you sec wc no longer have garbage dumps) arc not
supposed to emit disagrceablc odors. All this may be truc
whcn the landfill has bccn propcrly completed with a plastic
lincr, adcquatc watcr, and other tcchnological crcations. A.ll
thcsc "gadgcts' do not prcclude one's nose from dctrcting a
stsong smell as arrangemcnts go forwad in thc Manh Canyon
plznning proc€ss. At this point it is impossible to deErminc
just why thc aroma is around. As thc citizen committcc
"lmking at thc landfrll projecf digs ino thc issucs, thc sourcc
may wcll bc locatcd.

EBMUD
Thc E€st Bay Municiplc Utility District has fomcd a Citizcn's
Advisory Commiucc. Twenty-five individuals will bc asked
to commenl, makc suggcstions, and lis@n to proposed plans
for utilization of thc District's vast land holdings. Mccting
monthly at thc EBMUD Oakland Headquarters, thc Advisory
Committcc will be providcd with information conccrning thc
opcrations, managcment, and anticipated problcms. An EIR
will cvcntually bc dcvelopcd to assisl thc District in carrying
out its obligations to thc public. Thc participants havc toucd
some of thc District's land and watcr holdings for thc pulposc
of "gcEing acquaintcd." MDAS is participating in this
activity. On thc first touI, a Bald Eagle and a flock of
(cndangcrcd) Alcutian Caruda Geesc produccd for this bird-
watcher a MOST satisfactory day.

TOLL ROAD FOIBLES
Unbelicvable. Thc proposed infamous toll road in castcm
Contra Costa County continucs to win approvals. A couplc
ofjudgcs havc, in cffccL said, "It's OK." Onc assertcd thc toll
road consonium does NOT havc lo prcduce an EIR prior to
starting. Yill thcrc be morc on this issue? Stay urned. It's
YOLJR money. Do you want it spent this way?

BAY VISION 2O2O AND REGIONAL AUT}IORITY
Will there cvcr actua.lly bc onc regional auhority having to do
with clcan air, traffic, and land usc issues? 250 pcoplc ettcndcd
an all{ay scssion and heard various views on the maucr. Thc
cvcnt, hosted by thc Greenbelt Alliancc with MDAS and a

numbcr of other sponsoring organizations, found that there are
proposcd laws wcnding thcir way now through thc California
lcgislanre. Al[ or somc of thcse laws could have an impact
on land usc, traffic, and air quality issues. Originally dcvel-
oped by Bay Vision 2020, tie idcas for rcgiona.l controls arc
now in the ptanning stagc. Extensive discussion as !o just
how such an arrangement could work arc now ongoing. These
talks involvc decision malcrs, environmentalists, dcvclopers,
and clcctcd officials from various Bay Area counties. GBA'S
Iarry Orman expecB therc will bc actual (proposed) lcgislation
on lhesc matters in thc comparatively near fuEre.
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ps arc opcn to mcmbcrs and nonmembers alikc
timc is dcpartue timc. Carpool cxpense: 5 ccnts per mile
per rider is suggestedi tolls and enEy fces arc shared cquall
by drivcr and riders. Bring binocutars, frcld guidc and lunch
Trips go in light rain or drizdc: if in doubt, call lcadcr up !o

Emc,houl beforc

FIELD TRIPS

Difticulty of ficld triD:
Catcgory l: Easy, liulc or no walking, snmth paths

Carcgory 2: Modcratc, I milc or morc, lnssibly rough
Catcgory 3: DiIncult, cxEnsivc walking, rough tcrrain

Thursday, March 5, Hayward Rcgional Shorclinc. Car-
pool 7:45 a"m. at El Ceno BIvd., wcst of I{80. Mc€t at 9: l5
a.m. in parking lot et cnd of Winlon Avc. Takc 1680 south to
I-580. From I-580, go south on I-880 (Nimiz). Tum right on
Winon Avc. This is a gmd arca for shore and yater birds.
lraden Steve Glove\ 829-72tr1 Catcgory 2

Saturday, March 7, Bodcgr Bay. Caryool 7:00 a.m., south-
wcst comcr of Sun Valley parking lol Mcct 9:00 a.m. at thc
Tides Rcstauranl Go north on US l0l. Tatc thc Washingon
SL exit in Pctaluma go wcst on Bodcga Hwy. !o SR l,lum
lcft to Bodega Bay. The Tidc.s Resaumnt is on left, oppositc a
Union sadon. Can bc cold and windy.
Lceder Shirlcy Ellis,939-9091 Catcgory I

Wcdnesday, March 11, Bhck Di.mond Mincs Rcgionel
Park. Carpool 7:30 a.m. at Acalancs Ave., off Ple.asant Hill
Rd., north of Hwy. 24. Mect at 8:15 a.m. in the parking lot
at park. Go east on Ygnacio Vallcy and Kfuker Pass Roads to
Hwy. 4. Go east on Hwy. 4 !o thc SomcNvillc Rd. exit and
tum right. Follow thc road to thc parking lot at thc end.
Wmdland, clnparral, and somc grassland birds.
Lcads: Stcvc Glover,829-7217 Catcgory 3

Saturday, March 21, Tomeles Bey Strtc Prrk. Carpml
6:30 a.m., Acalanes Avc., off Plcasant Hill Rd., just norrl of
SR 24. Mcct at 8:30 a-m. in thc parking lot ar Heafl's Dqsirc
Beach at Tomales SP ($5 entrance fec). Cross San Refacl
Bridgc. From US 101, t ke San Rafacl cxit, go 2 blocks, urm
lcft onlo Sfu Franccs Drakc Blvd. Follow Sir Francis Drake
Blvd. through Invemess. Just over the ridgc, tum right onto
Picrcc Point Rd. Thc park cntrancc is on hc righl
Lcaden Maury Stem,284-5980 Category 2

Thunday, March 26, Mitchcll Canyon. Mect 9:00 a.m. in
Mirchcll Canyon parking lot- There is a $5.ffi parking fce.
From I-680 in Walnut Creek, take Ygnacio Vallcy Rd. m
Clayton Rd. Tum right on Clayton and right on Mitchell
Canyon Rd. to fte end. This trip mkes most of thc moming
with emphasis on wild flowcrs. Birders can continue in aftcr-
noon to look for gnatcatchers, summcr s?iurows, etc. Hot!
Carry liquids and lunch if birding later.
Lcader Mary Jane Culvcr,682{509 Catcgory 3

Match 1992

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

PUTAH CREEK, January 4.
A wondcrful day was had by thc 25 bidcrs Highlights includcd
an Amcrican Dippcr, 15 specias ofducks including 12 Hoodcd
Mergansers, 3 Eurasian Wigcon, Common Merganscrs and
Ring-necked Ducks, 3 Osprey, Common Mmrhcn, Rock wrcn,
3 Lewis' r[mdpeckcrs, md 3 Pheinopcpla. 88 spccics lalticd.

Floenc€ Bcnncu,

RARITY CHASE, January 8.
The Rarc Bird Alcrt on Tucsday, January 7, listed 5 potentially
Frndable birds, I felt, so Wcdncdry moming we dasigncd a trip
!o lcarc the.sc birds. Thrcc werc at Lakc Menitu Tuftcd Duck,
Cattlc Egrt, and Barrow's Goldcncyc. Two othcrs werc in thc
Fremont arca, a Sagc Thrashcr al hc tlayward Shorclinc and a
Harris' Spanow hat Maury Stcm and I had found duing thc
Hayward Christsnas Count ncar Alameda Creck. Wc lcft thc
carpool meeting place at 8:00 a.m. and by 9:30 a.m. had scen

all tlue€ target spccies at [.ake MerritL Our succcss cndcd thcrc,
unfonunately. Wc scarched for both thc othcr birds witlrout
succcss but did see 72 spccies during thc day and cndcd rhc trip
as a beautiful Goldcn F"glc soarrd ovcrhead-

Jimm Edgar

SUNOL REGIONAL PARK, January 16.

Six birdcrs spcnt a beautiful but cold wintcr day in ftis very
uniquc park. Dcspite $c damage and noisc causcd by a con-
struction crew wc saw scvcral Varicd Thrushes, a Goldcn Eaglc,
thre€ Rufous-crowned Sparrows, a Canyon r rcn, and two
American Dippers, onc of which was warched singing for a half
hour. 47 spccies oral.

Stcve Glovcr

SAN LUIS OBISPO AND TI{E CARRZO PLAINS,
January 18, 19, and 20.

The wcather was generally good for the 13 birders on Saluday
and Sunday and tlle remaining fivc who birded on Monday. The
wcaficr was perfect on Salurday, when wc smned the day with a

singing Califomia Thrashcr and a Hutton's Virco at [rs Osos
Oaks. Wc had a flak of Brant" a Mcrlin and a Pcregrine Falcon
at Morro Bay, and a Bluc-gray Gnatcatcher, Royal Tems, and
$c rarity of the trip, an Eastcrn Phoebc, at Montaro dcl Oro
Statc Pa*. Wc sarv 104 species that tlay. Weathcr on Sunday
on thc Carrizo Plains was clcar with incrcasing winds. Wc
found Merlin, Femrginous Hawk, Mountain Bluebirds, and 50
Sandhill Cranes on thc plain, and a flak of curlcws at Dc Soo
Iake. Anima-ls that day includcd pronghom, coyolcs, and a
possiblc kit fox. 35 spccies wcrc seen on Sunday. On Monday
it was cold at Lopez kke, with icc on he puddles. We saw 37

spccies this day, mostly the usual oak wmdland birds and a fcw
watcr birds. For thc entirc uip, wc saw 120 species.

Elizabeth Dickcy
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Please scnd obscrvations to Steyc Glovcr,
333 Goshcn CL, San Remon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207,

Plc€sc includc your tclcphone number with your obser dons.

Red-ncckcd Grcbe: I on l/15 (SG, RL), lfzl (GF), nd 1lZ3
(JR) on thc duck pond at thc Martincz Regional Shorclinc: I
on lfl et Litdc Panchc Rcscwoir, Fresno Co. (GF, MP); 1

on 124 along Marina Bay Parkway, Richmond (SG).
Cattlc ESrct 1 on l/2 and l/23 at Lake Mcnitl (JR) AIso
on RBA.
Snow Goosc: I on 120 at Millcr Knox Rcgiond Shorelinc.
(BR)
Wood Duck: 12 on 1/30 along Geary Rd. ncar Sunol Regional
Pa*. (SG)

Bcdhcad: 15 on 1/14 dong W. Frontagc Rd. nonh of Powcll
St, Emeryvilte (JR, EM, RD); @-7O on ll2O bctwccn here
and tllc Bcrkeley Marine (SG).

Tufted Duck: I on l/18 (SG, RL) and on 123 (JR) at I:kc
Msrriq I on 122 all.akc Merced (SG, RL)i I on Zl in Gold-
en Garc Pa* (GF, KtI): I on l/18 at Mallard Rescrvoir (BR).
All but thc last werc also on thc RBA.
Seller's Eiden I on 1f22 in Bodcga Harbor. (GF, MS) Also
on RBA.
Oldsouaw: I on l/18 ar Crab Cove, Alameda (SG, RL); I on
120 at the cnd of Marina Bay Parkway @R).
Black Scoter: 12 on UZl at the Fish Docks, Pr Reyes (FB,
MJC): 2 on U4 at Pc*zdcro Beach, San Marco Co. (JR).

Barmw's Goldeneyc: 22 on 112 urd 14 on 123 at kkc Mcrritt
(JR); 12 on l/8 (BR) and I on lp4 (MIC) dong thc Manincz
Regional Shorelinc.
Hooded Mcrganscn 20 ot lll on Chileno Valley Rd., Marin
Co. (FB, MJC); I femalc on l/15 on Watcrfront Rd. (RL,
SG): 1 male on 125 at take Merritt (GD; 2 on l/30 along the
McCorkle Trail, Sunol Regional Park (SG).
Bald Eagle: 1 adult on 121 on Santa Fe Gradc, Merccd Co.
(JR); I on 1131 u thc south cnd of Calaveras Rcscrvoir, Santa
Clara Co. (SG).
Ferruginous Hawk: 2 on ln along Cummings Skyway near
CrockeE. (FB, MJC)
Peregine Falcon: I on lil9 at thc PaIo Alto Baylands. (FB,
MJC)
Black Rail: 3 on l/19 at thc Palo Alto Baylands, including
one eaen by a Great BIuc Heron. (FB, MJC)
Surfbird: I on lDOat thc end of Marina Bay Parkway. (BR)
Rarc in thc East Bay.
Red Knoc 50 on l/19 along thc Fostcr City Shorelinc (FB,
MJC)| approximatcly 1200 werc countcd on l/9 during a
shorebfud c€nsus at thc Ha}^rard Shoretinc (8 obscrvers).
Rock Sandpiper: I on 122 at Pebblc Beach, San Mateo Co.
(SG, RL) AIso on RBA.
Red Phalarooe: I on l2l at the Fish Docks, Pt. Reyes. (FB,
MJC)

tvlarch 1992

Black-lcgged Kittiwakc: I on lE along thc Martinez Rcgronal
Shoreline. (BR) This s€ems !o bc only thc third rccord for thc
county.
Nonhern Bgmy-Owl: 1 on lp,2 along Gazos Creck Road, San
Mateo Co. (SG, RL); 1 on l/31 along Geary Rd,, Alamcda
Co., and 2 hcard thcrc on ?4 (SG).
Burrowing Owl: 2 ur ll30 along Bruns Rd., Contra Costa
Counry. (FB, MJC)
Ycllow-bcllicd Sapsuckcn I on l/14 (JR, EM, RIr),2/l (GF,
KH) nd zla GB. MJC, JL) in Strybing Arborctum, Goldcn
Gatc Park. AIso on RBA.
kast Flycatchcr: I on 1/14 at thc U. C. Boanical Gardens,
Berkclcy. (GD Also on RBA.
Eastcm Phocbc: I onA4 on Novato Blvd. (FB, MJC) Also
on RBA.
Vcrmilion Flycatchcn I adult malc on 128 (FB, BG, MJC)
and 2/2 GR, KID at thc Gray Lodgc National Wildlifc Rcfuge.
Also on RBA. ffis is thc rnth rccord for Nonhcm California.

ryqmy Nuthatch: scveral on 125 ar Redwmd Regiond Park.
(GD
Canyon Wrcn: I on lf30 at Knobcone Point just outsidc thc
boundary of MDSP (KlI); wrcns sccn on lRO in 3 complctcly
scparatc localions of Sunol Rcgional Pa* (SG).
Housc \ryrcn: I on l/14 Pinc Pond, MDSP (KH); I on l/15
ncar thc parking lot at Black Diamond Mincs Rcgional Part
(sG, RL).
Mountain Bluebirct 7 on l/15 along the cntranc! rcad to Black
Diamond Mines RP. (SG, RL)
Townsend's SoliEirc: I on l/12 at Hiddcn r {kcs PaIt (DW); I
on l/14 ar Brioncs Rcgional Park (GF); I on 1/15 at BlacL Dia-
mond Mines RP (SG, RL).
Phainopcpla: I on l/15 (SG) and lEo (MJC, FB) ner thc
parking lot ar Black Diamond Minc,s RP.
Northcm Shrikc: I adult on 129 (GF, JR) and 22 (KH, BR)
a.long Gridlcy Rd., Colusa Co.
Palm Warblcr: I on 128 at Alameda South Shorc. (JR, EM,
RD)
Vespcr Sparrow: 2 ot \fi along Liule Panchc Road in San
Bcnio Co. (GF, MP); I or ll29 on Rt. 105 ncar Davis (JR,

GF).
White-throated Soarrow: I on l/14 at Pine Pond, MDSP (Klt);
I on lll4 (JR, EM, RD) and 214 (IL, MCJ, FB) in Strybing
Arboretum. Also on RBA.
Ycllow-headcd Blackbird: 20G3m on lnl nar Mile 4 on
Hwy. 12, Sacramento Co. (SG, RL)

Obscrvcrs: Florcncc Benneu, Mary Jane Culver, Ruth Demcnt,
Georgc Fingcr, Betty Gallaghcr, Steve Glover, Kcvin Hintsa,
Ron Lindeman, Jim lrmax, Ellic Mulkc, Marjoric Plant" Bob
Richmond, Jcan Richmond, Maury Stem, Denisc Wighl

For information and updates on rarc birds in thc Bay Arca and
nonhem Califomia, call thc Nonhcm Califomia Rarc Bfud
Atcn, (510) 528{288.
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o FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jim Lomar

It's always a grcat thrill for mc when I am free to lake off on
anoher advcn$rc to find and photograph a ncw bird. Bcsidcs
seeing thc bird, therc's thc addcd measue of getting as close as

I can to take a picurrc. Of course, finding the bird comes frst.
I spent two hours in February near flowcr bed 57a at Strybing
A$oretum in Golden Gatc Pa* Iooking thrcugh thc bushcs
and Eccs for thc Ycllow-beuicd Sapsucker (as describcd on the
rarc bird alcrt) but could not frnd iL Whilc strolling around at
a loss, I met. Florencc Bcnneu and Mary Janc Culver who
wcrc out bkding tic Park and I explained what I was trying to
do. Following me ovcr to thc flowcr bcd and lmking up in thc
Cryptaarya Rubra trcc (from Chilc), Florencc said, 'There hc
is." Ycp...hc was there. Such cxpcrtise. So embarrassingly
casy.

In January, I drove to SEvenson, Washington, T00 milcs
noflh, to scc a Smew and bird the area for a couple of days. lt
was cold in thc Columbia River gorgc and thc wind blew right
through. The sun was out, ftough, whcn I found the Smcw, a
beautiful little whitc merganscr with a black mask. Rculrning,
I sloppcd at t owcr Ktanath Wildlife Rcfuge !o rc-photograph
hc Whoopcr Swan, but as I was trying 10 sncak closer in thc
dark, I fcll hrcugh rhc icc. I don't always get my bird. Bur I
lovc the effort and thc "mos of tlrc timc" succcss. I
find myself smiling and saying thank you !o hose birds thal
staycd a Iiulc longcr and allowcd mc to get a littlc closcr. Ifs
an cxhilarating feeling. Usually by mysclf, I can sit for hours
in somc rcmotc placc warching a world wihout plople. I'm
glad therc are 10,000 bkd specics to scc.

Our Chaptcr's Birdathon will bc hcld Saurday, Apri.l 25, and I
will bring team sign-up shecs and plcdgc forms to lhe ncxt
General Mcmbership mc€ting. Plan to count bids and picnic
that day. If you want to do a backyard fccdcr thing, that's finc,
tm. I will also havc thc sign-up shcets for thc Rail Ccnsus
Projccr For this, volunEers will go out to prc-designaad areas

with tapcs in latc March and/or carly April and count Clappcr,
Black, and Virginia Rails in Contra Costa County. It will bc
a fun cxpcrience with fellow birders and only necd to be donc
for a couple of hours in an arca.

Make yoursclf feel good. (No, not likc that.) Write to thc
Presidenl (Presidcnt Bush, Thc Whitc Housc, Washington,
D. C. 205m) Hc needs to bc prcssed now on whcrc he stands
on thc major Eaflh Summil goals and rclatcd netional policies:
the Ancicnt Forcst Act, thc wcdands protccrion program, and
the energy programs. You don't havc to know thc numbers of
thc legislation. Just ask in plain English. Hc should also bc
rcquestcd to go to fic Rio and take a leadership role at the
Earth Summit by supporting strong national cnvironmenlal
policies. Heeyyy...Feels good already...

CLASSES AND EXCURSIONS

RAPTOR FEEDING PROGRAM
You have hcard Jim Lomax talk about thc Lindsay Museum's
Raptor Fe€ding hogram and havc sc€n some of the birds at
meeLings. Now you can join and enjoy this program yourself.
Thc Lindsay Museum is offcring a Rapbr Fe€ding Class on
April 8 and 15, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., at rhc Muscum.
The class is opcn to Museum membcrs only and the fce is $30.
For more information, call Tamra McPhcrson at thc Lindsay
Museum, 935-1983. Prc-rcgistration is rcquired.

ALASKA CRUISE
lf you would like t,o cnjoy thc crearures whilc cnjoying creao-rc
comforls, comc on a natural history cruisc of the Insidc Passagc

and thc Gulf of Alaska from August 13 to23, 1992. Thc trip
will benefit Mono [akc. You sail from Prince Rupcrt, B. C.,
to Kodiak Island in the Gulf of Alaske aboard the 98-passcngcr
Society Explorcr of Clippcr Adventurc Cruise.s. Emphasis is
on wi.ldemcss with its hidden treas[cs and spectacular sccncry.
Wrangall and Scward arc the only towns, bcsidcs hirrcc Rupcrt,
on thc itinerary. Thc trip cnds in Anchoragc aftcr e flight from
Kodiak. Thc group ratc stafls at S2612 for doublc ecupancy.
Includcd in the group rarc is a $250 donation to hclp savc $c
Mono [-akc ccosystcm. Airfarc is additiond. For informetion,
writc M. Bcnnc[, 2719 Marin Avc., Berkcley, CA 94708.

Original
skctch
by Carol Luz
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NEST-WATCHERS WANTED

You have rcad aboua thc Fojcct to rcinroducc Pcrcgrirc Falcons
!o ML Diablo during thc past thrcc years. Somc of you havc
panicipatcd in monioring thosc nests. Other Pcregrirc Falcons
also ovcrwinter and ncst around thc Bay Arca on buildings and
bridgcs. Thcrc is a group that monircrs thcsc ncss, obscrving
thc birds' behaviour and activitics for scientific purposcs and
young production. This is in cooperation with $c Percgdnc
Reintroduction Projecl Volunte€r nest-waEheB arc nccded for
this project; all Eaining is provided. Contact area cmrdinator,
Davc Gregoirc, 37 ta Visra Way, San Rafacl, CA 94ml, (415)
4564174, or Bill Van Mel.er,415 Perkins SL, Oakland, CA
94610, (510) 452-33U2 for funher information and dcuils.
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Field Trip Reports, continued.

GRIZZLY ISI-AND, l a]Jtu.y 29.
The fiftccn mcmben and gucsts spent an inErmiuenUy ovcrcast,
acasionally sunny, frequently foggy day at thc Grizzly Island
Wildlife Arca. Six river otrcrs in the cucalyptus grove arca alr

well as about 6O elk wcre thc non-bird highlights. Evcryonc
was delighted with thc fuee Chukar that appc$cd on thc gravcl
road ncar thc local duck club but no onc lmcw from whcncc thcy
came. Many dabbling ducks wcrc seen in large numbcrs. Rap
tors includcd Goldcn Eagle, Rough-lcgged Hawk, and Grcat
Homcd Owl. We saw threc differcnt biuerns, many Whitc-
fronEd and Canada Gcese. Many Common Moohcn werc sccn
well. Scvcral Trec Swallows and onc Violet-green Swallow
werc also among thc 68 spccics seen. Just beforc and just afier
the organized trip, individua.l pcoplc saw Burrowing Owl and
Merlin as well.

Maury Stem

March 1992

NEW MEMBERS

Wc warmly wclcome frcse new MDAS membcrs and hopc lo
me€t tlcm al mectings and trips: Mr. C. M. Axtcll, Merlindc
M. Brown, D. Callejas, Blanchc Canccl, Seymour A. David-
son, Ctifford Davis, Dean Childrcn, Kcn Furlow, John
Hcim, M. Julius, Mary Kline, H. David Kwiner, Floyd W.
I:rcher, Susan Lin, Cindy Machado, Rick Maddox, Linda
McAlistcr, Jean McConncll, Megan Mccrcgor, Rosc Millard,
Mcrry Nail, Bill Nichols, Marian J. Picrcc, Jcffrcy Podwaltz,
thc Sapling family, Elizabcth Scoble, Michacl Shannon,
Mr. and Mrs. Anton Smario, Randy Smith, Gary Undcrdahl,
Jane R. Walker, Maryanne Wclchert, Waync Williams, and
Tony Yemma.
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April Program:

Island of Song

o At our April 2 General Meeting, wildlife research
photographer B. "Mmse" Peterson will present a
slide program on the endangered Least Bell's Vireo.
This small songbird nests in riparian forests which
are also endangered. The special, drab gray, little
bird visits Southern Califomia each spring to raise a
new family and has a unique breeding biology that
enables it to suwive despite fierce competition from
the other birds of the riparian woodlands. Join us
for a glimpse of one of California's wonderful but
dwindling natural treasures.

B. "Moose" Peterson specializes in photographing
endangered wildlife while documenting recovery
efforts. His works have appeared in American
Birds, Bird Watcher's Digest, Natwe Conservancy,
Western Birds, and many other magazines. The
beautiful bcok Califurnia's Wild Heritage by Peter
Steinhart features many of Peterson's pictures of
threatened and endangered species.

The candidates for the MDAS elective offices for
next year will be announced at the April meeting and
voted on at the May meeting. If you have a candidate
to propose or would like o volunteer for one of these
offices or any of the other committees, please speak
to a Board member before or u the Ap,ril meeting.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sriety
are held on the fint Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant HilI Senior Ccnter, 233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The revised times for meetings are as
follows:

7: l0 Doors open
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

Birding Information will return in thc fall.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, April 9, at
7:30 p.m., at the home of Winnie and Gifford
Young, 1451 Janet Court, Benicia, (7O7)7454134.
Board meetings are open to all interested members.

The 1992 MDAS Birdathon will be on Saturday,
April 25. This year's Birdathon funds will help to
support the Audubon California I*gislative Affain
Director position which has just been creatcd. For
thc details on this new position and on the Birdathon,
see page 5.
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CONSERVATION NOTES

hy Al McNabney

WETLANDS LEGISTATION HR 4225
Congrcssman Don Edrvards has donc much in thc rccenl past

to ensure that thc San Francisco Bay National Wildlifc Rcfugc
would exisl Now hc has inroduced lhe wetlands proEction
bil HR 4255 which has many imporunt fcarues. Thc bill

r Srcngthens cxisting wcUand p,rotections

* Establishcs a national policy to prcscrvc thc quantity
and quality of thc nation's wctland resouccs

* Gives drc U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servicc and fic National
Marine Fishcrics Scrviccs sronger rolcs in Oe pcrmit
process and requires the U.S. Corps of Engineers to
cxplain, in writing, reasons for rejecting recommendations
of these agcncics

* Expands activities requiring a permit under Section 404 of
the Clean Warer Act to ALL tl|at are harmfirl to wetlands,
i.e., draining, drrdging, flooding, and cxcavating

* Requires permit applicznls first to consider non-wetlands
for projccB and rcquircs mitigation, ctc., if wetlands arc
dcsEoyd

* Strengthens thc EPA's ovcrsight and requires thc Corps o
account for wctlands lcses rcsulting from gencral pcrmils

* Requires thc EPA and Corps o report on overall effects of
the Section 404 program for wcdands

* Improves thc pcrmit process

r Expcdites pcrmits for small projecs

* Clarifies the cxemptions for wetlands in agdcultuc
production and for artificially creatcd wedands

* Require.s the GAO o dcerminc what pcrsonnel and
resoucls arc needcd by thc Corps and EPA 1o expedilc
wedands dclineation

* Funds a training and ccnificarion program for privarc
secor wetlands dclineators and improves Corys and EPA
education and outseach programs

* hovides cxpeditcd completion of Fish and Witdlife
Service national invcntory maps

* Commissions an indepndent study by the National
Academy of Scicnces on wetlands delineation

Apil lgY)
Georgc Miller is a co-sponsor of this bill; morc co-sponsors

arc necded. Write your congressperson urging co'sponsorship
of AB 4255. Send your lettcr to: The Honorablc (namc),

U.S. Congrcssman, House Office Building, Washington,
D. C. 20515.

EARTII DAY FUN
Want a nicc cvcning to hclp thc environment, kids and YOU?
Attcnd thc "EXTRAVAGANZA" on April22 in thc Thcarc of
$e Ans, walnut Creck. A gear program of top cnteflainmen!
is promiscd by John Holyrod, lader of Youths for Environ-
mcntel Action. The group, madc up of highschmlcrs from
throughout Contra Cosla County, is acl.ivc in cnvimnmcntal
rnaEers and is trying to make a diffcrencc. Thcy warrent your

supporl

WIIAT: A CELEBRATION OF EARTH DAY
WHEN: Aprn 22,1992
WHERE: Theater of the Afls, Walnut Cre€k
TIME: 7:30 p.m.
TICKETS: $12.00 and $15.00, available at the box

office of tie Thearc of the Ans, or call
(s10) %7-0s90

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
On March 5, Congrcssman Gcorge Millcr said this abour the
Endangered Species Act

"Abandoning thc Endangered Species Act now disclaims the
succcsscs it has manifestcd. Although I recognizc that thc act
may requirc some finc-tuning bcforc its reauthorizalion, it is
imporlant to acknowledge its provisions for flcxibility and
compmmisc and is succcsses..."

A rcc€nt letter from Mil ler on the subject gocs futhen

"Prcscrving thc many cndangcred specics which currcntly face
cxtinction is crucial. Congrcss has thc fnwcr o guard tlcir
survival by upholding or strengthening this legislarion. Such
action is necessary to secure a prospercus and hqlthy futue
for lhc vast number of spccies which rely on thc act
for pmt€cdon.'

WANT TO GO BIRDING IN ARZONA??
Sources tcll us fiat Madcra Canyon, ncar Green Vallcy, is an

cxccllent area. Francis Camp, Birding Coordinator for thc

Quality Inn, Green Valley, Arizona, writcs: "Any time is a
good time (of thc ycar) to visit us. Bird cxpcrts insist you'll
sec thc grcatcst nurnbcr and species of rare hummingbirds from
May through Scptember. Fall and IaE spring are gmd times
for all kinds of birding..." For a budwalk at Madcra Canyon,
contact Santa Rita Lodge, HC 70, Box 5444, Sahaurita, AZ
85629, phone (602) 625-8746. There is onc birdwa.lk per day,
covering two miles and lasung four hours. April and May
givc an opponunity !o "climb up thc mounlain" in scarch of
lhe Elcgant Trogan.
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arc opcn to memhrs and nonmembcrs alile.
timc is dcparture time. Carpool expensc: 5 clnts pcr mi
pcr rider is suggcstad; tolls and cntry fecs arc sharcd equally
by drivcr and riders. Bring binaulars, ficld guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzle; if in doubt, call leader up lo

tsmc.hour bcforc

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field triD:

Catcgory l: Easy, little or no walking, smmh paths

Catcgory 2: Modsatc, 1 mile or morc, possibly rough
Cstcgory 3: Difficult cxtcnsivc wdking, rough rcrrain

Wcdnesday, April l, Nortb Brioncs Wildflowcr Welk.
Mc€t 9:m a.m. in parking lot at North EnEancc of Brioncs.
Turn on !o Brionqs Road from Alhambra Vallcy Rd., a short
distancc wcst of ftc intcrsection with Rclicz Valley Road
Lcadcr: John Davis,228-9516 Catcgory 2

Saturday, April 4, Gerin Rcgional Park. Carpml 7:15
a.m. aI El Ceno Blvd., jus wcst of I{80. Meet in parking lot
et cnd of Garin Rd., 8:m a.m. Talc I-680 south and I-580
west to SR238 (Mission Blvd.). Go south to Garin Rd. and
tum left lo park. Grasslands, somc streamsidei Grasshopper
Sparrow is onc possibility.
Lcadcr: Stevc Glov.f.E29-7?!7 Carcgory 3

Thursday, April 9, Lakc Lsgunitss. Carpool 7:15 a.m. at
Acalancs Avc., off Plcasant HiU Rd., just north of Hwy. 24.
Mect 8:30 a.m. in parking lot at lake ($2.m enkancc fe€).
Cross San Rafacl Bridgc nonh o US 101, uke San Rafacl cxit
two blcks, tum lcfi and go through own. Tum right onto Sir
Francis Drake Blvd. In downto*,n Fairfar, tum lcft, thcn right
onto Bmadway, l2 blak; tun lcft onto Bolinas Avc., and lcft
again onto Old Fairfax - Bolinas Rd. Warch for signs for park
cntranc€. Both land and warer birds, spring migrants. This is a
good place for Pilcatcd Wmdpecker.
t caden Elizabdl Dickey,2544486 Caregory 2

Wcrlnesday, April 15, Ida Clayton Rocd. Caryool 7:m
a.m. southwe$ comcr of Sun Valley parking lot This arca is
north of Calistoga in rhe Napa County mountains. This is a
car birding trip and wc will not have a mc€ting place in Napa
County. Carpooling is imponanl bccausc of limited parking
spacc on somc rmds. Possiblc lawrcnce's Goldfinch.
Lcader: Florcncc Bcnneu,689-3106 Category I

Satuday, April 18, Donncr Cenyon. Mc€t at 7:00 a.m. ar
trail hcad at thc cnd of Regency Dr. From I-680, go eas! on
Ygnacio Valley Rd., tum right onto Marsh Creck Rd. Tum
right again onto Rcgcncy Dr. about l2 mile past he ccntcr of
Clayton. Carry Iunch and liquids.
l.eaden Stcve Glover,829-72O7 Category 3

Apm 1992

Wcdncsdey, Apnl 22, Bothc-Nrpe Stctc Pcrl(. Caryool
southwcst comcr of Sun Yallcy parking lot. Mc€t at parking

lot in front of Park Headquartcrs at 8:30 a.m. $5.ffi cntrancc
fcc. This is a ncw area for us. Joan Castro of Napa-Solano
Audubon will lcad. This is a good arca for owls. For furlhcr
information, contact Barbara Vaughn, 37G8732.

Category 2

Thursdey, April 30, Dct Pucrto Canyon. Carpool at 7:30
a.m. at El Ccrro Blvd., jusl s'cst of I{80. Mcct wcst of I-5 at
9:00 a-m. at thc Patterson Exit (59 mi. Aom El Ccrro). Costa s

Hummingbird, Roadrunner, Yellow-breastcd Chat possible.
t cadcr: Florcnce Bennctq 689-3106 Calcgory 1

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

LOS BANOS, February I and 2.
Ideal wcalhcr was cnjoyed by 23 birden. Thc highlights along
Santa Fc Gradc wcrc 5 BaId Eaglcs, I Cat c Egret,9 Bluc-
winged Tcal, 2 American Bittem, many White-face Ibis, and 3

bluc-morph Snow Gcese among thc 1,000 Snow and Ross'

Gc.sc. At Mcrccd t{WR, wc had 2,00 Snow and Ross'Gccsc,
I,000 Smdhill Crrnes, Tundra Swans, and Tricolored Black-
birds. Thc highlights of the Pan@hc vallcy ponion of ric rip
wcrc 7 Chukrs, 2 Greatlr Roadrunncrs, 100 Mountain Plovcr,
5 Vcsper Sparrows, and 35 Mountain Bluebirds. Weckcnd oul
specics:108.

Florenc€ Bcnncs

TIIORNTON, Fcbruary 5.
Fog was a problem, but 14 birdcrs saw 63 spccics. Hundrcds of
Tundra Swens along Highway 12 wcrc a wonderful sight We
had good vicws of the Sandhill Cranes, and also saw Prairie
Fdcon and Lncoln's Sparrow.

Elizabcth Diclcy

SAN MATEO COAST, February 8

A small but intrcpid group of six birders braved rain, cold and
wind and cvcn managcd !o scc or hcar 92 specics. Highlighs
included at least 150 Tricolored Blackbirds, cxtrcmely closc
tooks at the Rak Sandpipcr and, best of all, a chance o study a
Nonhern lgmy-Owl fmm fifteen fcet away! A lifc bird for
four of thc membcn, this alone made thc rip wonhwhile.

Stevc Glover

BERKELEY SHORELINE, Fcbruary 13.

Bctwecn major rain storms, the two mcmbcrs and two gucsls
vellttued out tI) scc what the Emeryvillc crcsccnt and Bcrkclcy
shorcline had to offcr. Wc countcd,16 malc Rcdhcads on the
bay and cnjoyed thrc€ bcautiful malc Red-kcasted Mcrgansqs.
50 spccics were sccn.

Dcnisc Wight
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(Ficld Trip Rcpons continued on page 6.)



OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Pleasc send observations o Stcve Glover,
333 Coshen CL, san [(amon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207.

Pluse include your Elephonc number with your observations.

"Euasian" Grecn-winqed Tcal:. I on All al Bolinas l,a8oon,
Marin Co. (MJC, BG, FB, GF, MP) Also on RBA.
Eurasian Wigcon: I on 22 at ShcU Mash. (Bw)
Tuftcd Duck: I ma.lc on ?1 ar Lloyd kke, Golden GaE Park
(GF, KII), also on RBA: I malc still We 2n4 at Mallard
Resewoir (SG).

Harlequin Duck: 2 on 2f24 at Chimncy Rock, Pt. Rcycs.
(GD Also on RBA.
Oldsquaw: I on 2t28 @R),2lZ9 (JR), and 36 (KH, SG, JR)
at San t andrc Marina.
Surf Scoter: 27 on 2124 at thc Martinez Regional Shoretinc.
(SG)
Barrow's Goldcncye: at lc€st 14 on 2/24 at the Maninez RS,
all but 2 of which wcre fcmales or immarures. (SG)

Rough-lcgged Hawk: I on 2/20 along Dougherty Rd., east of
San Ramon (SG); I on 216 over her Alamo yard and only hcr
second sighting for thc San Ramon YaIcy (JR).

Prairic Falcon: 1 on 224 over her Alamo yard (JR); I on 32
along Dougheny Rd. (SG).

R k Sandpincr: I on 2f2O al Pcbble Bcach, San Mateo Co.
(GF', MP) AIso on RBA.
Northcm Saw-whct Owl: t hcard on 2/16 (SG) and 220 (JA,
DW, SG) on Pinehurst Rd., one half milc south of Canyon
Rd., wcst of Moraga"
Rufous Hummingbird: I malc on 2f29 in hcr Alamo yard.
(JR)

Yellow-bellied Sapsuckcn I still prescnt on 2/1 aI Slrybing
Arboretum, GGP. (GF, Klt) Also on RBA.
Eastcm Phoebe: I on 7l I (BG, MJC, FB, GF, MP) and 2n4
(JR) along Novato Blvd., Marin Co. Also on RBA.
Canvon Wren: 2 at Knobcone Pt., Mount Diablo State Park,

one of which was definitcly insidc thc Frk. (KlI)
Housc Wren: 2 on 2125 in Sycamore Canyon, MDSP. (KH,
SG) Thcse probably wmtered.
American Dioncn 2 on 2/ (GF, KII) and on 3r9, entering and
leaving orc ncst, (SC), near Littlc Yoscmite, Sunol Regional
Park.
Bluc-8ra!, Gnatcatchen I on 3/4 at Wall Ridge, MDSP. (KH)
This bird may have wintcred.
Townscnd's Solitaire: I on 2D9 ncar Frog Pond, MDSP-
(SG)

Sase Thrasher: I stitl prcsent on 3/3 along San L€€ndro
Creek, llayward Regional Shoreline. (SG, KH, JR) Also on
RBA.
Phainopcola: 1orl.2t9 at thc intemccdon of Mitchell Canyon
Road and Mitchcll Canyon Coun (JS)

Luc!,'s Warbler: I on 3/6 along Pilarcitos Creek, Half Moon
Bay. (SG) Also on RBA.

ApilrW2
Whiie-throatcd Sparrow: I from 2ll2 lo Ul4 il hcr Alamo
yad (JR); I on 2/28 at Strybing Arborcum (FB, DC), also on
RBA.
Tricolored Bfackbird: 20G3m malcs scen from 227 tfuortg)t

thc prcscnt dong Doughcrty Rd. (SG, Klf)
Nonhcm Oriolc: I malc s€cn from 2123 to 229 in hcr Alemo
yad (rR)
Lawrcncc's Goldfinch: I on 2p5 along Knobcone Point Trail,
MDSP. (KH. SG)

Obscrvcrs: John Aschcr, Florcnc! Bcnnctl, Mry Janc Culvcr,
Dcanna Cox, Gcorge Finger, Beuy Gallaghcr, Stcyc Glovcr,
Kcvin Hintse, Marjoric Plant, Bob Richmond, Jcan Richmond,

Jocl Summcrhill, Bud Wirldowson, Dcnisc Wighl

For infomation and update,s on rarc birds in thc Bey Arca and

northcm Califomia, call thc Northern California Rarc Bird
Alcrt, (510) 5280288.

Original
skctch
by Caol Lutz

:>->
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SPRING BIRDING CLASS

Norah Bain's spring field class will mect Tucsdays, April 2l
through May 12. Thc classes will mect from 9:m a"m. to
12:30 p.m. cxccpt for May 12 when the class will mect from
9:0 a.m. to 4:0 p.m. Suitablc for bcginning and intcrmediarc
birdcrs. Rcgislcr bctwecn March 19 and April 20 at thc Orinda
Community Ccnter, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA %563. Thc
fcc for Orinda rcsidents is $38, for non-rcsidents $40. For molc
informarion, call Norah at 2544516 or the Orinrla Community
Ccnwr at254-2445,

NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS

Mcmbcr puchascs in Fcbruary at thc slorc rcsultcd in a 5327.36

donation to MDAS. 57o of membcr purchases arc donated !o
MDAS.

It is now timc to clean and put up your birdhouscs and oriole
and hummingbird feeders. Bc sule to scc the be€ resistant oriole
fccders ar ftc stoe.

Havc you planned your birding vacation yet? Wc havc many

field and rip guides and numerous pairs of binoculan and

scopcs, including thc Kowa.
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YOU WLL HAVE A YOICE

by Al McNabney

Wetlands, cndangcrEd spccics, ancicnt forcsls, clean eir, watcr,
and $c uses !o which Califomia water will be put are
vital issucs on which in the past some consensus has been

reachcd. All [rcsc conccms are now in trouble. Serious chal-
lenges to cxisting laws are being mounrcd in thc Congrcss as

wcll as tic Califomia lcgislature. The major emphasis of hc
opposition is to eliminae or substantially weakcn such laws
cither tfuough legislation or by exccutivc direcdve.

The cight Bay Area Audubon Chaptcrs (BAAC) prcviously
concluded that to bc fully cffcctive someonc having the ability,
time, and support HAD lo work in Sacramento on a full-dmc
basis !o prescnt Audubon's views on the vital environmcnal
issues of thc day. AfEr months of discussion, BAAC rcachcd

a decision to try to dcvclop full support for thc position of
California Legislative Affairs Dhecbr. Audubon chaptcrs
throughout Califomia also participaad in the dccision-making
pr@ess and eartier this yer sufficicnt suppon, conceptually
and financially, was devcloped so such a position could bc
createi. National Audubon Socicty has promiscd to march

funds raised by the local chaptcrs.

John McCaull is now on board as thc Califomia t cgislativc
Affairs Directonrith an oflicc in Sacmmento. Mr. McCaull
will be working closely with thc Audubon Rcgional Officc in
Sacramcnb. Additionally, four Audubon leaders throughout
hc statc were elecrcd !o scrve as a commitrcc to lend dircction
to the Dire.lor's activities. Close contact will be mainaincd
bctween fie Direcor and the stae Audubon chapErs.

Mr. McCaull, when askcd about his ncw role with Audubon,
said, "My job is to scrve as Audubon's policy advocate at hc
stare lcycl -- lo provide the focus and day-lo-day arcndon thar
is nccded to monior and influencc the Califomn lrgislatuc
and stale agencies."

Mr. McCaull has served as Gencral Counscl of Californians
Against Waste. Hc has worked in sevcral lobbying capacides
as wcll as witi the Planning and Conservation Leaguc. Mr.
McCaull is a graduatc of thc U.C. Davis Law School. His
ambition is to work as a conscrvationist on a full-dmc basis in
areas of wildlifc habitat pmtection.

There arc presently ninc "important' bills movrng through thc
statc legislatue. One of lesscr impon is also being watched.
Two of t}e most important bills are the following:

SB 1866, The Dclta hotection Act ot 1992 (Pat Johnson, D-
Stockbn). This bill advaates a regional planning body for
the DelE. Urbanization is pressuring the Delta, is wildlife,
water quahty, and futurc. Thc bill proposes a rcgional
govemance board to make dccisions o protect tie Delta-

5 o"t'99'
AB 2450, Endangcred and ThrEatcncd Spccics @ill Bakcr, R-
Walnut Crrck). If cnactcd, this bill would amcnd thc Cdifomia
Endangcrcd Spccics Act !o rt4uirc lhal any pctition fo listing a

$ccics as cndangered and 6rcaEned must be rcompanM by a
dctailcd mmegcment and recovcry plan acccptable to thc Fish
and Gamc Commission. No listing of a species would bccomc
opcretivc without concurent adoption of thc recovcry plen by
the Commission.

It is as impoflant !o oppose bad bills as it is to support good

bills. John McC:ull will now bc watching thcse and othcr bills
and mc€suEs on bchalf of Audubon. Audubon chqtcrs WILL
be rcprescntcd in Celifomia's statr capitoll

MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
1992 BIRDATHON

Audubon chaptcrs all ovcr thc country arc taking pafl in thc
1992 Birdarhon. In some ways similar to thc Christmas Count,
thc Birdathon allows chaptrB to raisc moncy for nccded projecs
whilc having fun at ftc samc time. Each chaptcr may choosc
how it wants 10 run its bid counts and how the moncy raiscd
will bc uscd.

Agein this year the MDAS Bidathon will bc e group cfforl
Sevcral birding tcams will go out and thc numbcr of spccics

sccn by all groups wi[ bc tabulatcd. Thc money collectcd tom
this Birdathon will be uscd to pay our sharc for thc California
Lcgislativc Affairs Dircclor and his cffcts on bchalf of MDAS
and lhc othcl Audubon chaptcrs in Califomia

If you would litc !o do a back-yard count or join one of the
count partics, call Jim t-mar 8t 825-1513. You may also
plcdgc cither a spccific sum 10 thc Birdathon or plcdgc a givcn

firount pcr specics. Rcufn thc form bclow or your chcck madc

our !o MDAS - Birdathon to MDAS, P. O. Box 53, Walnut
Crcek, CA %5%. Iast ycar we had a successful Birdathon,
but lct's makc rhis year even bcttcr!

BIRDATHON PLEDGE

_ I pledgc $_ per bird specics to a oal of $_

- 

I plcdgc a S- donation only.

Namc:

AdfrEss:

o

a
Tclcphonc:



F ield Tip R e por ts, co ntmrud.

BOLINAS LAGOON, Febnnry 22.
A smdl group of only six birders spcnt a warm, sunny day

dong thc shores of Bolinas Lrgoon and among thc Dougtas
fm at 5 Brooks in trying to sec as rn ny species as possible

yct still enjoy thc bcauty of thc cntirc arEa. Thc wide varicty
wc saw included scvcral Black Oystcrcachers,2 Eurasian

Wigcon, I or 2 Pcrcgrinc Falcons, an adult Parasitic Jaeger

hanassing the hundred of Forstc/s Tems beforc hcading back

lo sca, and most of thc coastal forcst birds such as Townscnd's
Warblcr, fogmy Nulhatch, and Wintcr Wren. 105 species

wcre sccn' 
s."Ye Glover

LAKE MERRITT, Fcbruary .

Ninc members and gucsts had a pleasant, lcisurely stroll
around lake Mcrriu, sccing a tor of 37 species in all. A
comparison of Barrow's Goldcncycs !o thc closc-by Common
Goldcncycs was of intcrcst to all. A first-timc birder from San

Francisco caught on quickly in building her life list.
Barbara Vaughn

April 1992

NEW MEMBERS

We wclcomc thcse nev MDAS membcrs with great plcasue:

Paulinc Aitlcn, Belinda Allcn, J. L. Amador$ranquist, Nancy

Andcrson, Frank Barham, Jean Bamcson, Linda Belt, Janet

Bcnson, Linda Bcrgstrom, Shclly Blamy, Jaync Boycr, Joan

Burroughs, Priscille Burton, Mrs. Robcrt Canning, Tcri Ctrr,
Norma Clary, Kathlcen Costello. Nancy Crabtrce, D. Danncr,
Tracy Daum, Edward Deccllc, Rusty Derousscu, Gwyneth
Donchin, S. Dunle3, Mr. and MIs. S1m Eamhardt, Lisa A.
Edwards, Ralph Fcrris, Evelio C. Florcs, Lois Fostcr, Ray

Gaudinicr, Ron Grcnier, Donald llartscll, Nicki Heatl, L.
HiU, Lynn Hodgcs, Robcrt Hughcs, John and Bctty Klcin,
Charlcs Kluth, Erncst lrhmann, Barbara Longwoni, Florence

Lortshcr, Kim Lousalol" Kathryn and Mark Mcl:nc, IvIary

Miller, Mrs. Hugh Montgomery, Esellc Mmrc, Clairc
Moringcr, F. W. Moulthrop, Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Nelson,

Louis Nobbe, Etmer Novohy, Barbara Nummi, Patt Olc.son,

william Patlcrson, John and Mavis Pceplcs, L"ary Pcters,

Wanen and Kathryn Plowm, Tyvan Putis, Mr. and Mrs. John

Randdl, Mrs. Fred Rcitcr, Ron Reuter, Sue Rohlicct, D. J.

Sanone, larry Sauers, Howard and Betty Schlcsingcr, Don

and Smdy Shaffer, W. B. Shoncr, Michacl Shuck, Rafacl J.

Sicro, Margcry Smitde, Shirlcy Sncll, Stanlcy Sabler, Floyd
Strcct, Eunicc Strcib, D. Taylor, Vicki Thayer, Don Thcilc,
Charlcs Thomson, Krisrcn and David Trisko, Rodney Wercn,
John Williams, Jack WriSht, Raymond Ycck, Phyllis Yocum,
afiF. G. ZEitz.
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May Program:

For the Birds

o
For our May 7 meeting, Jill Hedgecock will prcsent
a slide show on the effects of tropical rainforest
destruction on North American migratory birds.
Tropical rainforests are perhaps the most biologically
diverse of all ecosystems. They cover just 7 Vo of the
earth's land surface, yet they provide a home for
over half the world's species. Rainforests are the
wintering habitat for many of our backyard birds.
This slide show will cover the importance of tropical
rainforests in our everyday life, why the rainforests
are being desroyed, and strategies for their presewa-
tion. Consumer practices and other activities here in
the United States that affect rainforest deforestation
will also be presented.

Jill Hedgecock has a Bachelor's degree in Biological
Sciences from the University of Califomia, Davis,
and a Master's degree in Environmental Management
from the University of San Francisco. She has been
active in the effon to preserve rainforests for over
seven years and has published several articles on the
effects of rainforest destruction on bird populations.
She is curently serving as the Intemational Affairs
Cmrdinator for the MDAS Conservation Committee.

Officers for the 1992-1993 term will be elecM at $e
May meeting. The Board slate is:

President, Jim Lomax
Vice-President Conservation, Al McNabney
Treasurer, Brian Elder
Secretary, Sheree Doucette

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our mceting place is thc
Pleasant Hill Senior Center, 233 Gregory Lanc,
Pleasant HiIl.

Guess what! The meeting times have becn changed
again. We are now returning to our old schedule, as
given bclow. The May Birding Information is, at
press time, undecided due to short notice on time
schedule changes.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, May 14, at
7:30 p.m., at the home of Barbara Vaughn, 59 Donna
Maria Way, 6nda,37G8732. The board mectings
are opcn to all interested mcmbas.

6:30 Doors open
7 :0 Birding lnformation
7:30 Busincss Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

Winnie Young has announced thu she will step down
as Hospitality Chair after the May Ceneral Meeting.
Gloria Lonen will be the new Chair. We all want to
thank Winnie for the wonderful job she has done not
only at meetings but also at potlucks and other special
events during the last three years.

o



CONSERVATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

DUMP WARS: ARE THEY OVER?
Keller Canyon, the solid waste landfill sitc supported by
MDAS on cnvironmcnal grourds, will bc rcady for occupancy
(if $ar's a good tcrm to usc for plac€ment of solid wastc, i.c.
garbage) by thc cnd of this month. A couplc of smdl (?)
glitchcs havc bccn losscd inlo thc arcna by fie City of PitB-
burg. The fmal effort was a dcmand by thc City of Piusburg
that lhe Statc Water Resourccs Control Board deny a major
pcrmir Thc Pittsburg dcmand rcsultcd in an all{ay hearing in
Sacrameno bcforc the St tc Watcr Quality Control Board. If
onc wished !o lcam about modemday solid wastc landfills
Garbegc dumps), that was thc placc to have becn. Thc Stalc
Board hcard all of the argumcnB as 10 "why" thc sitc should
NOT and/ff should be uscd for thc disposal of Contra Costa
County solid wastr.

Thc State B@rd has dclaycd is dccision until 9:00 a.m. on
April 16, Howcvcr, presaging ftings to come, thc State
Berd stefT rcportcd on April 1&

"Thc rcqucst for a stay strould bc denicd bccause pctitioncr
has fai.led !o mcct ils burdcn of dcmonstradng tlat it would
suffcr substandal harm if the stay is dcnicd and that ncithcr
thc public intcrcst nor any olhcr intcrest€d pcrson would bc
harmed if thc say is granted"

Nuff SED!!l At lcast ONE major elemcnt of the landlill issuc

nov appcars to be behind us.

WETLANDS, WHITIIER THEY GOETH???
Thc larcst in thc saga of the ongoing baltlc lo protccl
and prpscrvc thc Nation's wctlands involvcd many individuals
from Cdifomia joumcying to Washington. Thc hardy souls
who madc the trip urgcd our congrcssional pcoplc to suppon
Don Edwads' wctland legislarion, HR 4255. This lcgislation
faccs major opposition from the Administration, despite lhc
assertions marle four years ago about bcing "thc Environmcntal
Prcsident." If you have a moment, dmp a linc lo
YOUR Seruors and Congrcssman (and if you have friends in
oficr statcs, ask them to do likcwisc) urging thcm to co-
sponsor thc Edwads bill, i.c., HR 4255. If YOU, likc many,
bclicvc govemment isl't working, ry it out" writc your lctrcrs
NOT tomonow but TODAY! !! !! You mighl bc srpriscd.

ANCIENT FORESTS, THE SPOTTED OWL, SPECIAL
INTERESTS, AND THE FUTURE
tJgislation introduced by Oregon's Senabr Packwmd in 1988

called for thc eliminarion of appeals by you and mc against the
dccrsions madc by the U. S. Forcst Scrvice re cutting of old

lvlay l9Z
groMh forcsts. The U. S. Suprcme Coult has (at thc bidding
of thc Adminismdon) now ruled that such reslrictions are

constitutional. Even worsc, Sccretary Medigan of the U. S.

Deparlment of Agriculore has issued instructions, which, if
effcctuared, will prccludc any and/or ALL appcals from deci-
sions made by fte U. S. Forest Servicc re usages of "OUR"
lands. fuc YOU willing to let such arbitrary and unthinking
actions stand? If you want to be hclpful, write to Secrclary of
thc Dc.panmcnt of Agriculufc Madigan to tcll HIM what YOU
thint about such high-handcd tactics. Also send a copy of
your lcttcr to Scnalors Ahn Cranson and John Scymour and
Congrcssnan Gcorgc Millcr. This is an urgcnt matrrr! ! ! ! !

WIIATS HAPPENING TO SHELL MARSH??
About thre€ yea$ ago a disastrous oil spill scnt thousands of
gallons of crudc oil from a Shell Oil rcfincry onto Shcll
Ma$h, inlo thc bay, and clsewh€re. Shcll, unlikc EXXON,
divcd in and pid for the clcan-up, and madc s€rious arcmpts to
rc[Im fic arEa to normal. Lcgal actions by various agcncics
and communitics produccd a court-apprcvcd scttlcmcnt of thc
many issues. Thc scttlcmcnt provided $9 million to puchasc,
cnhancc, and rcstorc wcdands in thc area alTectcd by lhc oil
spill. Shcll Marsh bcing a primary recipient of thc "mcss"
was spccifically mentioncd in thc scttlcmcnt. Today, therc
slill has becn NO resolution of the issues. Shcll Marsh is
still in privaE hands, subjcct to possiblc sale for devclopmcnl
MDAS and hG Califomia State Cesal Conservancy prescnted

a joint proposal to $c Shcll Oil Litigation Sctttcmcnt Trustcc
Commiucc. To dalr that proposal has NOT bc€n acted on. It
is impcrative that somcthing bc done to cnsurc that this, THE
mo$ imporlant wctland in Contra Coste County, will bc thclc
fqcver.

TIIE GOI.]LDIAN FINCH
Australia's Gouldian Finch is one of lhc most bcautiful avian
spccics. Gcncrally found in the wild in thc Nonhern Tcrriory,
thesc birds arc prescntly cndangqed. Thc problem involves a

mitc $at has produccd fatal discascs, plus loss of habitet-
Again comcs a [rcal from a mining consonium. A similar
proposal was advanced a fcw years ago with Shell Oil bcing a
major clement in thc proposcd mining operation. Objcctions
from thc world over put a halt to thosc criginal mining propo-
sals. Howcvcr, Shell has now sold out and a ncw consortium
is lmking at ways o opcn a major gold minc in lhe ML Todd
arca of the Northem Tcrritory. The mining would bc done
right in lhe heart of thc Gouldians'main habilal So gocs our
wildlifc and world. Thc opposition promiscs to bc strong and
cmphatic.

MDAS ENVIRONMENTALIST OF THE YEAR TO BE
ANNOUNCED AT THE MAY MEEIING
Mainaining our radition, the MDAS board has sclectcd our
Envircnmenlalist of thc Ycar. The ccrcmony will akc placc at
tlrc lvlay mceting. Bc thcrc!! Sec what othcrs arc doing to
TRY !o prcscrvc our nafiral hcritagc.
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ps arc opcn to mcmhs and nonmcmbcrs dilc.
timc is depanurc time. Carpool cxpense: 5 ccnls per mi
per ridcr is suggcsted; tolls and cntry fccs are shared cqually
by driver and ridcrs. Bring binoculars, ficld guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizdc; if in doubt, call lcadcr up to

tlmc.hour bcfore

FIELD TRIPS

Difticulry of fiicld trip:
Category l: Easy, litdc or no walking, smoth paths

Catugory 2i Moderatc, I mile or more, possibly rough
Catcgory 3: Difficult, cxtcnsivc walting, rough tcrrain

Saturday, Iv1ay 2, Min6 Roed. Call for reservations and cer-
pool instructions. Because of limitcd tum-out spacc elong
Mines Road, wc must limit to 6 cars, with at leasr 4 peoplc
per car. Can bc hoq bring lunch and liquids. Roadnnncr, Wild
Turkcy, Costa s Hummingbird, Phainopcpla, La\urncc's Gold-
frnch, and t cwis' Woodpeckcr arc aII possibilitics.
Leadcn Strvc Glova,829-7207 Category I

Thursday, May 7, Brioncs Prrk - Wcst. Mc€t at 8:00 a.m.
in parking lot on thc righr hand sidc of fie west cntrancc rced,
off Bcar Crcck Rd. Wi.ldflowos, spring birds: kzuli Buntings
arc usually abundanL Poison @t along shaded rails.
Lcader: Denisc Wight"37V7y2 Category 2

Satuday, May 9, Mitchcll Cenyon. Mect 9:00 a.m. in
Mitchcll Canyon parking Iou Thcrc is a $5.00 parking fec.
From I{80 in Wdnut Crcek, tekc Ygnecio Vallcy Rd. to
Clayton Rd. Tum right on Clayton and right on Mitchell
Canyon Rd. to thc cnd. Morning cmphasis on wild flowcn;
bird in aftcmmn for gnatcatchers, summcr sparrows, ctc. Hot!
t eadcn Gcn Satdcr,685-5315 Category 3

Wednesday, May 13, Mt. Dirbto. Caryool 8:00 a.m. at El
Ccrro Blvd., wcs of 1580. Mcct 8:30 a-m. in firs pnrking lot
on lcft aftcr entcring South Gatc. $5.00 entancc fcc. Sagc,
Rufoustrowrod, and maybc Bleck+hinncd Spror+s.
Lcader: Kevin Hinlsa,829-6156 Catcgory 2

Wedncsday, May 20, Ceswcll Stetc Prrk. Carpool 6:30
a.m., El Cerro Blvd., just wcst of I{80. Meet 8:00 a.m. at
Caswell Sarc Park. Take I{80 south, I-580 East, and I-205
east. Tum cast on SR 20 !o US 99. Go souh on US 99 to
AusLin Rd. and follow !o park entrancc. $5.ffi fce. Swairson's
Hawks, riparian spccics. Mosquitos, poison ck; may bc hol
Leadcn Maury Stern,284-5980 Category 2

Saturday, May 23, Eest Contrr Costa County. Caryool
6:30 a-m. southwest comcr of Sun Vallcy parking lol Mcrt
7:00 a"m. on Cypress Rd. just beyond Shorstop Markel Go
north on I{80, east on SR 4 tfuough Oaklcy, and left ono
Cyprcss Rd. Possiblc BIuc Gmsbcak, Burrowing Owl, Black-
chinned Hummhgbird, and Ycllow-brcastcd ChaL HoL
Leadq: Stcve Glover,829-7247 Catcgory 2

May 1992

Thursday, May 28, Las Trcmpes Rcgionel PerL. Mect
7:00 rm. in parling lot et park entrancc. From I{80, go west

on Crow Canyon Road, and right onto Bollingcr Canyon Road.
Parking lot is to thc lcft al cnd of road. Carry liquids, the are€

can bc hol Grasshoppcr Sparmws arc often possible, as wcll
as other grassland and @k wod bfuds
Leadcr: Stcvc Glover,829-7?i7 Catcgory 2

Futurc trips: It's not too carly to malc rcservations for Yuba
Pass, June 2G21, or ksscn Narional Park, JuIy I l-12. Motels
at Yuba Pass include Hcrrington's Sicrr. Pines, (916) 86.2-
1551; Sicra Chalet, (916) 862-rrl0, and Shannon's Cabins,
(916) 862-1x7. Motcls in Mineral, jus outsidc thc southwcst
cntsnc! !o ksscn, includc I:sscn Mincral Lodgc, (916) 595-
4422, and McGovcm Vacation Chalct, (916) 5954497. More
information in thc Junc and JuIy Orails.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

HAYWARD REGIONAL SHORELINE, Ivtuch 5.
Only onc solitary birdcr vcnnrcd out thmugh the fiundcr and

heavy rains on this day, but it was busincss as usual for thc
ducks and shorebids who were busy prcparing for thcir journcy

northward. Highlights included brccding-plumagcd Red Knots,
Snow Goosc, Eurasian Wigeon, Oldsquaw, Glaucous Gull, and

Sage Thrasher. 82 specics sccn.
Stcvc Glovcr

BODEGA BAY, March 7.
What a day it was o bc alivc md btuding ar Bodcga Bayl Eight-
een fo'umatc peoplc cnjoycd a beautiful md productivc day with
pcrfcct spring-likc wcather conditions. Somc highlights wcrc
onc Mcdin, scvcral hundrcd Branl, onc Stcllcr's Eider, onc Sore
at Campbcll Cove, Black Rails hcard in the marsh ncar
thc cntrancc to Doran Beach, and small islands covcrcd with
Marblcd Godwits. Wc also saw onc cxotic watcrfowl, an
c,scapec, a Nonhcm Shclduck ncar Doran Bcach entranc€.
A river ottcr was sccn near Campbc Cove, adjacent to thc
shorcline road. A oml of 85 specics wcrc scen or heard.

Shirley Ellis

BLACK DIAMOND MINES, March ll.
This rip was merely a prcvicw to $e coming spring as tcn
bkdcrs wclcomed back thc early arrivals such as Violct-grccn
Swallow, Orange-crowned Warblcr, and Blue-gray Gnarcarcher,
Our long hikc uas rcwarded with a singing Canyon Wrcn which
a fcw of us caught glimpscs of as it sliucd ino thc chaparral.
Othcr birds includcd both accipars, Whitc-thr@trd Svift" Rock
Wrcn, and Lincoln's Sparrow. 52 spccics sccn.

Stevc Glover
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Pleasc scnd obscrvadons to Steve Glover,
333 Goshen Ct-, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207.

Pleasc includc your tclcnhonc number with your obsertations.

Pink-fmtcd Shearwarcn 1 off Pcscadcro Bcach and 2 ar Pigcon
PoinL San Mrtco Co., on 3P4. (JR)
Black-vcnted Shearwatcn 2OO on3l2A atPigan PoinL (JR)
Brans 400 on 3/17 aI Bodega Harbor. (FB, MJC)
Wood Duck: 2 on 2f22, 4 on 3ll, artd 2 on 3/18 on thc pond
l/4 mile north of hc Brioncs Bcar Crcek cntrame. (JA); 2 on
328 ar Gerin Rcgional Park (BR).
Tufted Duck: thc Mallard Rcservoir duck was last seen on 3/5
(JA); the Hayward Shorelinc duck re[rmcd for its third ycar on
4/5 (BR).
Srcller's Eiden I still prasent on 3/17 at Bodcga Harbor. (FB,
MJC) Also on RBA.
Oldsouaw: I on 3/10 at San LJandro Marina (FB, MJC, BG)
Also on RBA.
Osore!,: I on 2n2 aL he Biones Rcscrvoir (JA)t I on 412 at
Sunol Regional Pa* (SG).
Nonhcm Goshawk I adult on 3lZ9 at GujJt Rcgional Park.
(BR); 1 likely secn on 32J ar Sunol RP (SG). Goshawks are
secn very rarcly in thc East Bay but usually at fiis timc of
ycar.

Mountain Ploven l5O on 312 at the interscction of Roads 17
and 102. (GF, MP) Also or RBA.
Rock Sandoioer I on 324 ar Pebblc Bcach, San Ivlalco Co.
(JR) Also on RBA.
Red-neckcd Phalamrc: 38 on 3/29 at }Iaywad Shoreline. @R)
This is extremely early.
Pomarine Jacgcr: I on 324 at Pigeon Poinq San Matco Co.
(rR)
Nonhem Pvgmy-Owl: 1 seen on 3/11 (SG, RL) and heard on
324 (JR) dong thc enuance to Butano Stare Park
Snotted Owl: I on 3D3 at Tomales Bay Srarc Park. (SG,
RL)
Violet-crowncd Hummingbird: 1 immatuc on 3/30 near
Kcnwood, Sonoma Co. (KH, GF, JR, BR) This is rhc rhird
stale record and the first for northem California-
Pilested \rymdpcckq: I on 3/l I ar Butano SP. (SG, RL)
Hammond's Flycatcher: 2 on 4ll, I on412,and2on416at
Sunol RP, a total of 3 individuals. (SG) A possible Dusky
Flycarcher was also therc on 4/6.
Bank Swallow: 2 on 3116 at Hayward Shorcline (cF, KH,
JR); I on 3/4 at Garin RP @R). Now rare in thc East Bay.
Rock Wren: I on 3/19 ar lhc Alhambra Creck parking area,
Brioncs RP. (JA)
Canyon Wren: I on 3/11 (SG, MDAS group) and on 3/13
(GF1 in thc Noronvillc arca of Black Diamond Mincs. Oncc
unheard of in tie county, now found at 3 locations.
Winter Wren: I on 2122 ar Brioncs RP. (JA) Thcsc wrens
have bcen rathcr rarc in this area rcccntly.

Ivlay 1992

Americsn DiDpcn on thc ne.st through 4/6 at Sunol RP. (SG)
To*rscnd's Solitairc: I on 3/5 and 3/19 ar Brionc.s RP (JA); 1

on 3/15 at Chabot Park in Sen Lcandro (JR, KH, GF). Also on
RBA.
Nashvillc Warbler: I on 3n6 ncar Mitchcll Canyon parLinS
lol (JR, SG) This is vcry early.
Black-throatcd Gray Warbler': I on 328 in Mitchcll Canyon.
(JR) Farly?
Wilson's Warblcr: I on 3/16 at Chsbot Pa*- (cF, KlI, JR)
Early.
Summcr TanaSc.r: I immarurc male on 346 (KH, JR, GD md
3/U (JR) at Chabot Park. Rarc in thc arca but thcrc rrc scvcrd
wintcr rccsds
Swamp Soarrow: I on 3/3 ar thc Sacramento NWR. (GF)
Ycry rarc so far inlard.
LaDland LonSmun 22 on 3123 (SG, RL) and ?t oa 3l?A (FB,
MJC) at the SpaleEa PLtcau, PL Rcycs. Also on RBA. Mosl
wcre in spcctacular hccding plumagc.
Chestnut-collarcd Longspun 2 on 3123 (SG, RL) end? on3l2A
(FB, MIC) aI the Spalctta Plareau. Also on RBA.

Obscrvcn: John Ascher, Florencc Bcnnctt, Mry Janc Culycr,
Gcorgc Finger, Belty Ga]Iagher, Stcvc Glovcr, Kcvin Hints4
Ron Lindcman, Marjoric Plant, Bob Richmond, and Jcan
Richmond.

For mformation and updatcs on rarc birds in thc Bay Arca and
northcrn Califomit call thc Northcm Califomia Rarc Bird
Alert, (510) 528{288.

S9ccial rcquesc Peoplc reponing obscrvatiols at thc Gcneral
Meaings arc askcd to give a writtcn copy of thcir observarions
to Jcan Richmond or Jim lrmar at thc mceting. Jcan and Jim
will forward thc observadons to Stcvc Glovcr for inclusion in
the Quail.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our seiety has from timc to time reccivcd gcnerous donations
and bcqucsts givcn in memory of fricnds or relatives, or as
spontancous contributions !o thc sciety's gcneral activities.
Such gifs, donations, and bequests arc wclcomed as signifrc:nt
suppn of our gols of wildlife ap,prcciation and conscrvetion.

MDAS wishes to cxprcss ap,prcciation for the donation to thc
chaptcr madc by thc Pleasant Hill Garden Study Club. Their
gcncrosity is grcarly appreciarcd
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jtm Lomax

Our chaprcr is involvcd in a lot of projecs right now and all of
you arc wclcomc to join. Wc startcd the Rail Projcct on
March 28 (thru mid-May) which will survcy by census our
county Clapper Rails, Black Rails, Virginia Rails, and Soras.

Thcrc arc founcen sites beginning at the Dupont propcrty in
Antioch to Wildcat Creek in Richmond with sevcnteen peoplc

working on this project. Ruth Riordan is thc Projccl Dircctor

Qsc6nr.

Thc Burrowing Owl Projcct will bcgin in mid-Mey and run
through July. This is a ccnsus projcct which wc workcd on
last year and involves an arca from Napa-Solano to Fresno and
from thc Siena fmthills o the occan. Many other chapters arc
involved and wc will bc doing Contra Coste County and part
of San Joaquin County. Voluntccrs arc still necded. Call me
(825-1513) if you arc intcrestcd. This suwcy should rcsult in
the Burrowing Owl bcing placcd on the Endangcrcd Spccics

List.

Thc Pcrcgnne ProJect is right on schedulc. Wc havc two sitcs

in isolatcd pafls of the southern side of thc mountain with
hairie Falcons a.lrcady siuing on cggs. We should makc the

transfer for the cross-fostcring in tlre first week or so of May.

We arc a.lso part of a ncw group formcd out of thc old Pere-
grinc Project panicipant groups. Wc dccidcd to condnuc and

do as much as we can to rcstorc ML Diablo !o as closc !o its
original habitat as is feasible. We re now a mcmbcr group of
the ML Diablo Biodiversity Restoration Projcct Oher outsidc
groups havc joincd us in this ven[rrc, such as thc Nativc Plant
Society, CCCWD, and Concord Naval Weapons, to name a
few. Wc havc visrons of rctuming Kangarm Rats, Tulc Elk,
badgers, bunch grass, Ycrba Mansa" oak, Tigcr Sa.lamanders,

Rcd-leggcd Frogs, and so on to thc mountain. When somc of
thesc projecs start, we'll ne€d help, so if you'd likc to work
with some of thcsc life forms, lct me know.

If any mcmber has a wildlifc or habiat projcct for MDAS to
consider and would be willing to bc dircctor of that project,
bring it o mc for ana.lysis.

Our MDAS Birdathon is on April 25. If you havcnt plcdged
or madc a donalion yct, dont worry. We acccpt larc donations
and plcdgcs so the stamp won't be wasted

Finally, don't forget, our poduck will be at our Junc meeting
so think of what you want to bring to show. I will bring
some of this year's pictures from which I had some interesdng
advcnturcs. Included will be thc Whoopcr Swan, Smew, Rck
Sandpiper, Arctic Lmn, and morc.

MDAS/WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED
SPRING BIRDSEED SALE

Mayl-May31,lWz

(57a of your purchascs are donaEd lo tvIDAS)

Spring and Surrrmer Feeding

Don't put ihat feeder away just yct! Thc scason's change should
not be a signal !o stop bidfe€ding. On the contrary, you cen
now atlract birds who arc ncsting nearby. Thcy will usc your
fccdcr bccausc it is close and convenicnt, although thcy also
condnuously foragc for fmd in the wild bctwecn visits to ftc
fced€r.

With a full fecder, you will gct an crtra bonus for feeding the

birds in thc summcr. It's not unusual to scc a family of birds ar

thc fceders. So don't givc up your fceders now. This is thc per-

fcct timc to watch fie birds mating riunls, ncs building, child
rcaring and flying lcssons.

To enjoy birds in thc spring and summcr, try thistlc for frrnchcs,

fe€dcrs and plantings for hummingbirG and oriolcs, suct cakes
or dough in thc shade fo woodpcckcrs, and sccd fe€dcrs for mosl.

scedeting birds And dont forgel to provide sheltcr and walrd

1Jt)i

o

i,tds

itpd. .tln{i

These prices arc 157o OFF our rcgular prices

*Witd Birds Unlimird Origind Mixcs

DELU)G BLENDT 512.75

(357o sunllowo, 20?o sfflowq,41%o whitc millct)

WOODLANDMX t 7.65

( l07o oil sunllowcr, l5?o rd milleL 757o whitc millct)

OILSI,JNFTOWER
STRIPED SUNFLOWER
SUNFITWER CHm (mcd.)
SAFFLOWER
WHTIE MILLET
CRACKED CORN
THISTLE

5 lb. s7.86 10 lb. $14.66

12.75

25 lb. 50 Ib.

$21.89

20.35
%.55
40.80
32.25
10.84
12.96
65.85

l1.90
19.55
21.25
16.95
6.76
N/A

34.85

O

Sce you May 7.

720 CONT&{ COSTA BL\'D.
PLEASANT HILL

(r.ru.. e dQcl lmd rt. 9r'( S/rlalrry
798-0303



Field Tips, Con't,

TOMALES BAY STATE PARK, March 21.
Nine mcmbers and gucsts spent a lovcly day at Tomales Bay
Statc Part. Thc weathcr was partly cloudy, about 65o and
beautiful. Wc saw 78 spccics, including closc views of a

slccping Spoucd Owl. Othcr spccial birds sccn werc Osprcy,
Rufous Hummingbird, six wmdpcckcr spccics, Wintcr Wren,
Pygmy Nutharch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, and Hcrmrt war-
blcr. In thc aftemmn, scvcn pcople went on !o thc Spaleua
Plarrau at PL Reyes and saw two ChcsElut-collarcd longspurs
in thc grass+ovcrcd ficlds.

Mauy Stern

IvtrrcHELL CANYON, March 26.
Finc spring wcathcr favorcd 23 members and gucss sccking
wildflowcrs and birds in thc canyon. The 57 sp€cics of bids
obscrved irrcluded Solitary Virco, Nashvilc Warblcr, Bluc-gray
Gnatcatchcr, and a Goldcn Eaglc during lunch. Wildflowcrs
wcIc abundanl" crcadng hillsides of color not maEtrcd in rccent
ycan; brodiacas, Iarkspur, buttcrcups, ncmophl4 and tri{olc
gilie, a spccucular disphy!

Mary Janc Culvcr and Gcn Sattler

May 1992

NEW MEMBERS

Wc cxtend a warrn welcome to these new MDAS m$nbss and
hopc o meet thcm soon: Mary Ann and Bill Amold, Dolores
Bchm, J. S. Bcilfuss, Mrs. Joscph Bort, Bcoy Bryant, Cclcstc
Burrows, John Cassell, Alcxander Castle, thc M. Chatcdis
family, Ctuistinc Clough, Stacia Cragholm, Dorothy M.
Culbcnson, E. L. Dalcamo, Mark Davis, Mclba Dcidrick,
Mrs. K. L. Dictsch, Jc€nneuc Farrov, Helen Fcagler, Juditlr
Fewstcr, E. S. Flcischer, Janay ForrcsL Kirstcn Gdlagher,
Donald Grant, Barban tlarris, David Hatch, Mr. and Mrs. R.
M. Havlan, Marianne Hewkins, Priscilla Hawthorne, Bctsy
Kimball, Sam I-ecount, Evclyn kwis, Mrs. Hcrbcrt Liedke,
Tami L6kc, Glcnn Lyckbcrg, Edward lvlacDonald, Alcxandcr
Manmgian, E. Manwill, Mrs. Thomas Maxstadt, Don and
Chcrry Mays, Katic McCovcm, Mr. and Mrs. Robcn McNary,
Mr. and Mrs. Don Mitchcll, Linda Mrnak, t aura Nclson, Shir-
Icy Pattcrson, Mattie Pcckcnham, Louis Pfrimmer, John
Prsons, Ray Raible, Ron Ray, Phyllis and Jamcs Rossi,
Wendy Sanbom, J. W. Scammcll, Jr., Joan Schemmclman,
Christine Schricbcr, Stcvc Schramko, Janic Swan, and I. J.

Vouri.
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tune Program:

End of the Year Potluck

o The next meeting of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
will be on Thursday, June 4, at 6:30 p.m. at the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. This meeting will be our regular end-
of-the-year potluck. Please bring a salad, casserole,
or dessert for ten as well as your own table service
and any serving utensils you may need. Coffee and
punch wi.ll be provided.

6:30 Dmrs open
7:00 Dinner

The program wilt be provided by the members. Our
President, Jim Lomax, will be bringing some of his
slides from this year, but members are urged to b,ring
slides or pictures, old bird nests, or unusual feeders
or bird houses to share with the group. Anything
that relates to natural history that you think would be
interesting can be shown at the meeting. Members
are encouraged to participate and make this a varied
and interesting evening.

The four MDAS elected officers for the L992-1993
term were chosen at the May meeting. Jim Lomax
will again serve as President, with Al McNabney as
Vice-President, Conservation, Sheree Doucette as
Secretary, and Brian Elder as Treasurer. We wish
them our congratulations.

The next board meeting will be on Thursday, June
11, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Elizabeth Dickey,
I 13 Hillcrest Dr., Orinda, 254-0486. The board
meetings are open to all interested members.

The 1992 Al McNabney Environmental Distinction
Award - page 5.

o

Winnie Young, who has stepped down as Hospitalty
Chair, would like to thank all the voluntecrs who
brought cookies to the meetings and helped her set up
rcfreshments and clean up after meetings. You have
made our social time fun!



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

HAVE YOU NOTICED? KELLER LANDFIII IS

OPERATING
An llth hour appe3l to the State Water Resouces ConEol
Board by the City of Pittsburg !o prevenl the Kcllcr kndlill
from opcning failcd. Thc Starc Board ar a mccting on April 15

summed rt up this way:

"The request for a stay should bc dcnied becausc Pcutioncr has

failed to me€t its burden of dcmonsE-atrng that it would suffer
substantial harm lf thc stay is dcnied and Out neither the pub-

lic inErest nor any othcr intercstcd person would bc harmed if
thc stay is granted.'

A furdrer hering on the mcrits which involvc highly rechnical
arguments conceming cnginecring surdics and assumptions as

to certain physical aspccts of the landfill may bc the final
hurdlc. That hcaring will be held at a latcr datE.

SOOO, after morc han eight ycars of study, debare, hearings,

and legal actions, Contra Cosh County IIAS a solid waste

landfill in placc and in operation. Thc Iandfill is said !o be

THE most scientifically engincered facility in the United
States. Next step, thc batde over rates for garbagc scrviccs.

ENDANGERED SPECIES AgT
Wc prcsume, bascd on the decision of thc so-called "God
Squad" in thc Spotrcd Owl issue, thal somc folts will argue
the U. S. Endangercd Spccics Act has becn laid to resl Interior
Secretrry Lujan says hc is inErcsted in prevcnl.ing job losses,

hcncc thc God Squad's dccision about thc Spotred Owl and our
rcmaining ancient forests. Intercsting, rsn't it? Panicularly
whcn one consides thc rccently approvcd acquisition of Securi-

ty Pacific Bank by Bank of America which will rcsult in the
loss of in cxcess of 20,000 jobs. This is probably morc than

the number of logging jobs drat would bc lost if Lujan's God

Squad hadn't cntercd thc pictue. Could it just possibly be t|at
job loss was NOT thc rcal issue? What may well have been

lmkcd ar by rhc Intcrior Sccreury was NOT job losscs but thc

ability of major timber harvcsdng interests to acquire more of
our old (200-250 years) growrh forcss at bargain bascment
prices. Rcmember, thc trces in question are shnding on U. S.

PUBLIC LANDS.

HUMAN ACTIONS AND PERCEIVED NEEDS MET
FIEAD.ON BY BIRD LIFE

MDAS has been arEmpting to 'do bat e" with thc decision
makers involved in thc placemcnt of "windmill farms,' lcared
in Contra Costa, Alameda, and Sonoma Counrics. "Why?"
you ask. Good qucstion. lt has been obscrved evcr since the

windmill farms werc lrst installed that largc birds, particularly
hawks, falcons, and eagles, werc being killed as a result of

Junc 1992

striking the rorating windmill blades. Somc of tltc birds havc

been electrocuted An initial study demonstrated the birds were

being killed in fairly substanual numbers due to cncountlrs
with the whirling wrndmill blades. Despie hc rcsuls of thc

initial study, li$Ic to no action was lakcn 1.o try lo oyercome
the problem. Instead anoter study was ordered. A final report
was issucd in March by thc Califomia Encrgy Commission
and is depresshg indeed. Thc study authon estimatc that 27

Gotden Eagle deaths can bc expcctcd lo occur each ycar. Most
of the deaths will occur as a result of thc birds striking
whirling windmill blades.

BIRDS OBSERVED

2

SIrccies

Amedcan Kestsel
gd6 r.rgle
Common Raven
FcrruBinous Hawk
Goldcn Eagle
Northem }larrier
Prairie Falcon
Red-tailed lIawk
Turkey Yulture

Obscrvcd
Abmdancc

77
I

148
t7
25

5
2

124
79

ObscIvcd
Mortality

O

o

13

0
0
0

l1
0
0

36
4

The surdy aurhors corrclude: "Regardlcss of the merhod used o
estimate mortality, wc bclievc thc number of rapor deeths in
the Altamont Pass WRA warrants concem bcccusc thcy arc
federally proected undcr thc Ba.ld Eag.le protection ecq as wcll
as being Califomia species of spccial conccm." Much, much

more will bc heard on this important issue. It is doubtful lf
thc birds involved care much abou having addidonal clcctricity
availablc throughout thc West.

AN INTERESTING EVENT: PARROTS AND THE
CARIBBEAN

Paul Buder is Dircctor of Conservation Education of RARE

and an crccllent spqkcr who can ulk witlr hrsthand lnowlcdgc
about parrots on Caribbean islands. Hc is making a personal

appearance in our area. The goa.l of RARE is to dcvclop and

implement innovativc programs to protect cndangcrcd tropical
avian species and habiat on Caribbcan islands. RARE is

doing great wort in protecting and saving rarc Caribbean isbnd
parrots. Paul Butlcr is a VERY intercstlng spcakcr and

MDAS pcople arc invied o hear him speak at 7:30 p.m. on

Junc 5 at the San Ramon Library, 100 Montgomery Src€L
San Ramon. Take Bollinger Canyon Road east off I-680. A
donadon at thc door of $3.00 per indivrdual and $5.00 per

couple is requested

DON'T FORGET TO VOTE IN THE PRIMARY ELECTION
Many potential local, state, and federal office seekers will bc

looking for YOUR vote on Tuesday, June 2. Issues are

VERY substantial. Don't forget the Endangered Species Act
and other environmental issues are going t'o be'up [or grabs"

this year!!!!!

o



rips arc opcn !o members and nonmembcm alike.
time is depanure timc. Carpool expensc: 5 c€nts pcr mile
per rider is suggestedi to[s and cntry fees are shared equally
by drivcr and riders Bring binaulars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzlc; if in doubt, call leadcr up o

Umc.hour beforc

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of lield u'iD:

Category l: Easy, little or no walking, smmth paths

Category 2: Moderatc, I milc or morc, possibly mugh
Category 3: Difficulq extensivc walking, rough terrain

Wednesday, June 3, Annedcl Stetc Perk. Carpool 6:30
a.m. southwest comer of Sun Vallcy parking loL Mcct 8:00
a.m. parking lot of Annadel Park. Go north on 1580, tum
west on I-780, go through Vallejo, and wcst on SR 37 !o SR

l2l. Turn left onto SR 12 for about 17 miles past Sonoma-
Tum lcft onto L.os Alamos Rd., right on McliE Rd., then left
on Montgomcry Rd. for 0.6 mi. Tum lcft on Channel Dr., 2
mi. to rmd cnd. Yellow-breasted Chas, Pilcared W@kers.
L€adcn Jimm Edgar,658-2330 Catcgory 2

Saturday, June 6, Outer Point Rcycs. Carpool 6:00 a.m.
Acalanes Avc. off Pleasant Hill Rd., just north of Hwy 24.
Mclt at Drakc's Beach,8:@ a.m. Cross San Rafacl Bridgc.
From I-l0l north, takc San Rafael exit. Go 2 blcks, tum left
and continue wcst !o Sir Francis Drake BIvd. Tum right on
Sir Francis Drakc. At SR l, turn right l2 mile, left onlo
Bear Yallcy Rd. about 3 miles, and onto Sir Francis Drakc
Blvd. again. Continue about 14 milcs 1o Dral(e's Beach Rd. on
left. Spring vagants. Bc prcpar€d for variablc wcarhcr.
Lcadcr: Maury Stcm,284-5980 Casgory 2

Wcdnesday, June 10, Sen Frencisco Prrks. Me€t aa 7:00
a.m. at Acalanes Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just north of
Hwy. Z. This will bc an exploring trip. If somcthing good
is on thc Rarc Bird Alert, we will try for it. Otherwise we will
visit some of thc bes spots in various San Francisco parks.

Lcaden Elizabeth Dickey, 234486 Catcgory I

Satuday and Sunday, June 20-21, Ytba Pess. Saturday at
Yuba Pass for mountain birds. Sunday, Sierra Valley for basin

bkds. Morls in Sierra City: Hcrringon's Sierra Pincs, (916)

862-1151; Sicrra Chalct, (916) 862-l I l0; Shannon's Cabins,
(916) 862-1287. Campgrouncls at Chapman Creek, Yuba Pass.

Leadcc Barb 8trek,2294394 Catcgory 2

Futurc Trip: L:ssen National Park, July l1-12. We will me€t
at the southwest entrancc. Park carnpgmunds are hrst come,
first serve. The southwest campground near the entranc€ is a
walk-in camp. Summit [-akc Camps are l7 miles of winding
road into the park. The town of Mineral is 9 miles from the

southwest entrance. Motcls there includc Lasscn Mineral
Lodge, (916) 5954422, and McGovern's Vacauon Chalets,
(916) 5954497.

June 1992

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

GARIN REGIONAL PARK, April 4.
Five birders made the most of an early spring day. Thc early
spring arrivals includcd fivc species of swallows, two Wcstern
Kingbirds, House Wren, Warbling Virm, Wilson's Warbler, and
Black-headed Grosbeat. Other highlights included a Sora, a
Prairie Falcon, and 2 Wmd Duck warched from 100 yards.
You should've becn therc. 7l species oml.

Steve Glovo

LAKE LAGLINTTAS, April 9.
Six birders enjoyed lovely sccncry and beautiful bird song. Thc
Pileatcd Woodpeckers wcrc only glimpscd, but their calls and
dnmming wcrc hcard loud and clcar. Of 40 spccics listcd, 14

were hsrd only. This appcars !o be a gmd spring area for
B lack-thruted Gray Warbler.

Elizabeth Dickey

IDA CLAYTON ROAD, April 15.

It was a cool, ovcrcast day for the seven birden. Birding on the
mounlain was very slow, but wc cnjoyed thc two dozcn Fawn
Lilics and eight Sugar Stick plants. Dctcn Rcs€rvoir arca had
many Westcm Kingbirds, Northern Oriolcs, Ring-necked
Ducks. and one pair of Wmd Ducks. Total Species 55.

Florence Bemetr

DONNER CANYON, April 18.

This was one of those days that is so beautiful and sgrene tllat
wc werc happy just to be oul Several of the later arrivals werc
scen, such as Olivc-sitled Flycatcher, Westrm Wood-pewec, and
Solitary Vireo. Other sightings includcd a Great Blue Haon, a
Red-shouldcrcd llawk, Rufous Hummingbirds, at least scven
Hammond's Flycatchcrs, a Phainopcpla, and scveral Black-
throatcd Gray Warblers. The highlight was a brilliant Calliopc
Hummingbird chascd from his perch on somc black sagc by a
Rufous Hummingbird.

Steve Glovcr

BOTHE-NAPA YALLEY STATE PARK, April 22.
Mt. Diablo membcrs plus leader Joanne Castro from Napa-
Solano spent a pcrfcct-Emperaturc moming in Bothc-Napa
St2rc Park. Targct birds were the Pilearcd woodpecker and two
owls. The Spotted Owl eluded us, but at least thc call of thc
Nonhem Pygmy-Owl was hcard. We saw and heard Pileated
Woodpcckcrs, the call being flickcr-likc but lower and morc--
nasal? 37 specics werc seen or hcard.

Barbara Yaughn

DEL PUERTO CAI.ryON, April 30.
The weather and birding were great for the nine birders. The
highlights inctuded a Golden Eagle on its nesl, a Greal Homed
Owl with two young, Swainson's Hawk, male Costa's Hum-
mingbird, 2 Lewis' Woodpeckcrs, Phainopepla, Laz uli Bunting,
Yellow-breasM Chat, 6 Rufous-crowncd Sparrows, I Grass-
hopper Sparrow, and lawrence's Goldtinch. Total specics 75.

Florence Bennett
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Please send observations to Seve Glover,
333 Goshen CL, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call829-72O7.

Please include vour telephone number with your obserYations.

Green-backed Heron: 1 tfuough the last week of April in her
Concord yard. (FB)
White-faced lbis: -50 on 4127 at Big Break, c€sl of Antioch
and nonh of Oakley (DS); 1l on 5n nd 2'l on 5/11 at the

Hayward Rcgional Shoreline (BR). vcry rarc in hc East Bay.

Snow Goose: I oa 4f23 (KH, SG) and on 4/25 (SG) at
Brooks Island near Richmond.
Canada Goosc: ar least 6 pairs with goslings on 4p2 (SG) and

5/l (W&GY) at Shell Marsh. These are likely part of the F"st
Bay's inuoduccd popularion.
Wood Duck: 4 ot3lz1 alonrBear Creek Road (JA)

Blue-wingcd Teat: I on 422 at Shell Marsh. (SG) I-ate?

StelleCs Eiden I still prescnt on 4/6 at Bodega Harbor. (GF,

MP)
Harlcquin Duck: 1 on 423 and 4n5 Broks Island. (SG,

KtI) Possibly the same male near here last ycar.

Hooded Mcrganser: 2 females oi 3U on Bear Creek Road.

(JA)
Bluc Grousc: 2 on 416 on Whiterhff Rd., Sonoma Co. (GF.

MP)
Mountain Ouail: 2 on 4/6 on Whitectiff Rd. (GF, MP)i 2 on

428 on Gates Canyon Rd., Sotano Co. (FB, MJC).

Surfbird: 1 on 4/19 at the old Albany dump. (BR) Rarc but
rcgular in the Albany/ Richmond area.

Semipalmatcd Sandpioen I on 52 at Hayward RS. (BR)

Baird's Sandoiocn I on 4/19 at Hayward RS. (BR)

Red Phalaropc: I on 52 at Hayward RS. (BR)

Common Tem: 1 on 5/5 at Hayward RS. (BR) Rare beforc
latc summcr.
Black Tern: 2l on 512 utd l0 on 5/10 at Hayward RS. (BR'
KII)
Northern Pvgmy-Owl: I on 4/8 at Dry Creek Regional Pa*,
Haywad. (BR)

Spotted Owl: I on 4fi at Tomalcs Bay State Park. (FB'

MJC)
Nonhem Saw-whet Owt: I on 4f25 at intersecUon of Canyon

and Pinehurst Rds., west of Moraga. (SG)
Vaux's Swift: I on 4/14 at Rock City, ML Diablo Slate Park
(JR); 3 on 4/17 ar Sunol RP (SG).

Black-chinned Hummingbird: I on 4ll4 in Del Puerto Canyon

(GF, MP); I on 4124 on N. Stone Rd., Bethel Island (SG); 2

on 426 at Piper Slough, Bethel Island (GF, MP).
Costa's HumminSbrrd: 1 on 4ll4 (GF, MP) and 420 (FB) in
Del Pueno Canyoni I ot4nZ aLDry Crcek RP (BR). Rare in

the East Bay.

Calliope Hummingbird: no[cd consrstently throughout the

pcriod, especially in MDSP. (MOb)
Rufous Hummingbird: samc as for ho Calliopc, but cvcn

morc common. (MOb)

Iunc 1992

Pilcated Woodoecken I on 4n al Tomales Bay SP. (FB,

MJC)
Hammond's Flycatcher: 2 or 4fi (JR) and 6 on 4E (SG)

at Sunol RPi 3 on 4117 (GD and 10 on 4/10 (SG, KH, RL) in
Donner and Back Canyons. This is the sccond straight year thal
thesc havc been noted in good numben on our sidc of thc hills.
Gratr Flycatcher: 1 on 4/10 (KH, RL, SG) and 4/17 (GF) in
Donner Canyon. Pracdcally unheard of b€forc two yca$ ago.

Dusky Flycatcher: 2 oa 4fl at Sunol RP (JR): I on 425 in
Mitchcll Canyon (GD.
Bank Swallow: I leucistic individual on 4/10 ar Hayward RS.
(BR)

Pygmy Nuthatch: at least tbur nesting pairs along Frcnch
Trail, Redwmd RP, Contra Cosu County. (SG)

MacGilliway's Warbler: too many Lo mention, cspccially on

Ml Diablo and Mines Rd. (MOb)
Rcd-faced Warblcr: I on 4/30 at Coyotc Hills. (DR) If
this is acceprd, it would bc ure lust northern California rccod.
Ycllow-breaskd Chat: I on 4/17 at Sunol RP (SG);2 on 420
rn Del Pucrto Canyon (GF, MP); and I on 424 (SG) and 2 on

428 (GF, MP) at Pipcr Slough.
Bluc Grosbcak: I on 424 a,J,d 3 on 4125 on Bradford Island
Rd., near Jerscy Island, CCC. (SG)

Indieo Bunting: I on 5/6 at Dry Creck RP. (BR) Rare but
regular in thc East Bay.
Black-chinned Snarrow: 1 on 428 on San Antonio Valley Rd.,

Santa Clara Co. (SG, RL)
Tricolorcd Blackbird: 50 oli4lZ0 and 4123 along San Antonio
Valley Rd. (FB, MIC, EL)

Observers: John Ascher, Florenc€ Bcnnctl, Mary Jane Culver,
George Finger, Steve Glover, Kcvin Hintsa, Eugenia l:rson,
*on 1in6.112n, Marjorie Plant, Dave Rierschc, Bob Richmond,

Jc:n Richmond, Don Schmoldt, Winnic and Gifford Young.

For information and uNates on rarc birds in the Bay Arca and

northem California, call the Northcm California Rare Bird
Alen, (510) 528-0288.
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o FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jim Lomax

We sst a new high in numbers when we complctcd our 1992

Bidathon April 25, wilh 1?0 specics of birds. Twcnty-onc
peoplc panicipated in the count which was limitcd to Conu?
Costa County. Thc paniciFns included Nick Calicurh, Britta
Casio, Shcrce Doucelle, George Fingcr, Eugcne Fletcher,
Stcve Glover, Helen Crub, Jill Hcdgccock, Joel Herr, Kevin
Hintsa, myself (Jim Lomax), Joanne Maddll, Miriam Pasqual,

Barbara Guifloy tr Omer-Rees, Lucienne Rees, Barbara Sand-

kuhl, Maury Stern (sony about the mix-up, Maury), Mary
Vandenberg, Denise Wight and Bob and Shirley Wisecarver.
Thank you all. Although these peopte put in grcat efforL wc

dirln't raisc as much money as we had ho@ thts ycar.

MDAS ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE YEAR

ln ke€ping with tradidon, the MDAS Boad of Dircctors named

John Holroyd as thc 1992 MDAS Envronmentalist of le Year.

MDAS President Jim Lomax presented thc 1992 AI McNabney
Environmcntal Distinction Award to John at a cercmony during
fte May 7 rcgular Audubon meeting.

John Holroyd, a 3O-ycar-old Walnut Crcek residcnt, is founcler

of Youth for Environmental Action (YEA). He formcd YEA in
l98l and is now Program Direcor. The non-profit educational

organization is paft of a nctwork of youth-orientcd ccology
clubs and individuals. YEA promotcs cnvironmcntal awarcness

for young peoplc through activities, prcsentalions, and cvents.

Thc group has paniciptcd in Eanh Day, Bay Area Kidfesu and

thc Peace Festival in Concord. SEdenB and teachcIs from more

$an 40 Contra Costa County schools bclong to YEA.

John Holroyd has also served on thc seering commiucc for
Conra Costa Eantr Day cclcbrations and has bcen thc vicc
Presidcnt for Ecology Information, Inc., sincc 1990. John's
proud mother and father werc in fic audiencc warching thcir son

receive thc MDAS award.

o

Winnie Young retired as oul Hospitality Chair in May and I
appointed Gloria Lottcn to hat position. We a.ll owe a greal

debt of gntitude to Winnie for the years she has hosted our
mectings and potJucks, not to mention thc BAAC mcctings for
which she provided. Thank you, Winnie. And Welcomc,
Gloria" Wc tmk forward o working witlt you.

I want to reassure all of our lSm+ silent members whom I
don't see oftcn. Actually, not at all. I think you would have

fun al our meetings and find them cducational, informativc, as

well as enjoyable, but I know ttnt lots of you did not join thc
National Audubon Society because you wanted to attend the

mcedngs or werc inlcrested in birding or could afford to work
on a project. Somc of you just wanted !o contribute to help the

cnvtonment, so I want you !o know that your money is wcll
spent. Nationa.t Audubon uses heir share of your dues to fight
for whal's left of our shrinkrng environment, which includcs,

by the way, thc setting up of wildhfe refuges. MDAS usc our

share of your dues to work on local prolects like the Pcregdne

Projc€t and the Rail hoject, waste dump problcms, or trying
to shapc dcvelopmen6 for the environment's benefit. Thus
your money goes a long way and benefits the tremendous biG
diversity, for which you should be happy. Thus if you fclt a

little like you might not be doing enough, stop fe€ling that
way. Evcry time you renew your dues, you are pan of a small
percentage of peoplc in this nation who are to be commendcd
for caring and for helpmg.

Sc€ you alfie Junc Potluck. I'll bring shdes taken this year.

IE

SUMMER TRAVEL REMINDER

As you u-avel this summer, please ask for an cxtra copy of any

facility maps and bid lists or checklists when you visit rcfuges,

sanctuarics, or parks. Pass the cxtras along to Jcan Richmond
o placc in the chapter file. Even well-visitcd Parks and rcfugcs

updatc their hss frequently and thesc new lists arc valublc.
Also, whcn planning a trip, contact Jcan at 837-2343. Shc may

have information on the arca you plant to visit and the birds to
exp€ct tErc.

->=,
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Oh, and I'm glad 1o see Ulat Ron Ray is now a membcr.
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NEW MEMBERS

We arc happy to welcome lhesc new MDAS mcmbers and
hope to meet them in person: Susan Abbott, Tracey Adams,
Alyssa Albin, C. Alcxander, Susan Ameling, Janct An&onis,
Alicc Amdt, James Barrington, Burt Bassler, Emily Bassman,

Claude Baum, Joan Beyer, Dean Biagi, Margucrite S. Bodine,
Pamela Botsko, Barbara L. Bre€den, WiUiam Brimmer, Eli
Burdinc, Duane Campbell, Donald Card, Gretchen Caltera.ll,
David and Deb Chapman, Deborah Churchill, Ruth Cooper,
Gary Craddick, Petc Davidson, Tcrrance Davis, Alice Du, Eve
Eliseian, Farrell-Hedbcrg, Lauren Finch, May Fla[, Janet

Frattini, Donald and Elinor Freedman, S. Garrctt, N. GaEs,
Louise F. Gieske, Vemon Grebner, Howard Guild, Christina
Gullo, Susan Haas, Tcrry Haefner, Michaet Hahn, Levellc
Haltmcycr, Donald Hareid, Tommie Harington, D. Harvey,

Jrne 1992

Vrcki Haven, Beverly J. Hawley, Thelma Hciman, Linda C.
Hcnderson, Wendy Herman, Sandra J. Hershkowilz, Nash

Kirton, Marlane Hope, Luciel Hupp, Gilbcrt Husbn, Michacl
Kalz, Mrs. H. Kouwenhoven, Vernon Kraul, David t:bate,
Mark Litzau, Shrrley Lyon, John Marchetti, Mrs. Philip
Mccombs, June McCoy, John McHugh, Linda Mcshanc,
Valeric F. Nelson, Margaret Obendorf, Thomas O'Kecfe, the

Edward M. Olson family, Thercsa O'Shca, Deborah Pember,

Ann Peters, S. Rabc, Charleen Raines, Brian P. Raisbeck,
Carolc J. Repas, Patricia Rhinc, Elizabeth Rhoads, Dagmar
Riddle, Mrs. D. Scarbrough, Virginia Schaefer, P. Schmall,
Joc Seth, R. Skellon, Counncy Smith, Jami H. Smith, S.

Smith, laurey Sossaman, Karen K. Sousa. Robert Srcphens,

Tanya Strub, Robbin T. Sullivan, Y. Sutron, Mrs. K.
Tahira, Joseph Thibedeau, M. A. Trcmpy, Jessamyn Vinzent,
Greg Wahl, Howard M. Way, Bonnic J. Wenman, Joyce
Wmdsworth, Patric raZabalaga, and M. Zicglcr.
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Upcoming Events:

Again this year, there will be no general meeting of
the Mt. Dablo Audubon Society in Iuly or August.
The fint fall general meeting will be in September, at
the Pleasant Hill Senior Center, 233 Grcgory L^ane,
Pleasant HiIl. Information about the meeting time,
birding information and program will be given in the
September issue of the Quail.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, July 9, at
7:30 p.m., at the home of Jim Lomax, 3636 lolita
Dr., Concord, 825-1513. The board meetings are
open to all interested memben.

The yearly Field Trip planning meeting will be at the
home of Elizabeth Dickey, 113 Hillcrest Drive in
Orinda, on Thursday, Iuly 23, at 7:30 p.m. If you
have requests, suggestions, or special birds you are
intercsted in, or if you would be willing to lead a
field trip, call Elizabrlh at254M86 before the meet-
ing. Anyone interested in helping plan next year's
field trips is welcome to attend.

Several committe chairs will change with the new
year. Jan Cmper has accepted a job back east and is
stepping down as the Education Chair. For the time
being, Sheree Doucette will act as both Secretary and
Education Chair. Winnie Young had stepped down
as Hospitality Chair in lune and had been replaced by
Gloria Lotten. Gifford Young is now following in
Winnie's footsteps and is retiring as Sales Manager.
Barbara Vaughn will take over the reins as the new
Sales Manager. The Board would likc to express its
appreciation for all the work done by Jan, Winnie,
and Gifford over the past years. Thank you all! The
Board also welcomes its new members and is looking
forward to working with you. Any members who
would like to become more involved and help with
any of these or any other committecs arc encouraged
to talk to any of the Board members at the meetings
or to caII them at the numben listed above.

o

Havc a good summer!



CONSERVATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

WETLANDS:
YES, SOMEBODY DOES CARE

The past fcw wecks havc dcmonstrated dccision-makcrs at tre
grassroots Icvels do carc about weuands. Thc Contra Costa
County Board of Supcrvisors, the E€st Bay Regional hIk Dis-
trict, and tlle Citics of El Cenito, Maninez, and Walnul Creck,
through thcir city councils, havc all adoptcd resolutions or
have prclaimed the value of wetlands. It is expcctcd similar
resolutions will bc adoptcd by thc City Councils of hc Citics
of Antioch and Concord. Now, if wc can just rransfer thosc
thoughts !o our dccision-makers in the Administration and
Congrcss, our wctlands will frnally win in the cnd.

ANCIENT FORESTS, US, AND THE REST OF THE
WORLD

Thc Rio Confcrence is ovcr, but thc rcpercussions will last
cven longcr than thc mcmorics. Tatc bio-divcrsity. That's
what rcaly makes this nalural world cxisL All of thc high
tcch and all of thc computcrs and brand ncw cars that think fo
themsclvcs (when, as and if they work) won't overcome what
humans are doing to thc biodivenity of our planet. Anyonc
who has seen thc rcsults of clcar-cutting forests knows thal thc
dcvasotion is wrong. What isnt rea.lized is thar along with
Ee€s and brush gocth all sorts of life. Lifc that put logcthcr
malcs up the biodivcrsity of the arca

A reccnt convcrsation with a young man who has a mastcr's
degrcc in botany, etc., produccd a forccfu.l, if shorq answcr to a
question. Said I, "Whar happens to we humans if wc cle€r-cut
cssentially all of or-r forcss, thercby dcstroying biodivcnity."
His response, two worG: "We Die!!!!!" Dramatic? Of
coursc. Factual? Who wans to tcst lJle theory? Yet we've
just sccn the so-ca.lled "God Squad" (which, insofar as I know,
had no one on it ftat understmd the possiblc ramificarions of
their decision) dccidc that wc could cut down tlpusands of acres
of old growth forcsts. Allegcdly on lhc theory of "saving
jobs." This from an Administration dut permittcd acquisition
of one major bank by anothcr major bank, with thc admittcd
loss of morc than 20,000 jobs. Yet there is in our nation's
various laws something about anti-trusl Oh, well, who wans
to bc rcesonablc or consistent these days.

OLJR FORESTS vs. THE REST OF THE WORLD
Wc'll concludc this saga with a rep,roduction of a lcucr, wriuen
to President Georgc Bush by Jose A. Lunzenbcrgcr, Brazil's
Sccrctary of thc Environmcnl That leu.er and somc thoughts
of my own werc reproduced in the Conts Costa Timzs on
April 25 as follows:

luly 1992

Pcople lhe world ovcr have cxprcsscd concems aboul
t}rc depredation of thc ccological wonders of thc Brazilian
rainforcsts.

Well, folks, the shoc is now on the other fmt.

Wc in thc Unitcd Stalcs, ofi said !o be world leadcn. should
bc asharncd about our uscs of ancicnt and other forcsts.

This point has bccn cmphasizcd following a visit by Jose A.
Lurzenbcrgcr, Brazil's Sccretary of thc Environment, to thc
Unitcd Statr.s, including California

What he saw in our old-growti foresls, Lunzcnbcrgcr wrotc
Prcsidcnt Bush last Oct. 15, "after clcarcuuing, is onc of thc
saddcst sp€claclcs I have cvcr sccn, ncver mind thc nanow srip
left along the rmds to prcvent travelcrs from sccing the ravagc
bchind..."

'If it is Eue Urat thc thrcat of annihilation by nuclcar
holocaust is now vcry far rcmoved, wc all still facc vcry
scrious calamitics as a consequcncc of our ill-adviscd ways in
handling this living planet of ours..."

After discussing what his own country has bccn doing
to rcducc thc rainforcst dcstruction, Lutzenbq8cr $'rolc:

'As an ccologist with a holistic view of thc world,
my conccms and ftc conccms of our govcmmcnt go beyond
Amazoniz"

"Wc arc also very much concerned with thc farc of the last
remaining old stands of tcmpcrate and borcal forcsts in Nonh
Amcrica in A.laska...Washington, Oregon, and...Califomia."

'Subsidizcd clear-culting there, followcd by monoculorcs of
cxouca, may bc suslainablc on a vcry long tcrm for thc
production of dmber only, bu! it is devastating for thc uniquc
natural ecosystems with their biological divcrsity...'

"At thc prcsent ralc of clear-cutting practices for pulp
and expon of logs, it will all be finished in about 15

years..."

"Thc powerful and rich United States can cerrainly alford to
subsidizc a few thousand jobs in a less destructive way."

"Thc samc applies to North Amcrican wctlanG...'

Every Amcrican should givc thought lo what a leadcr from an-
other major nation fclt impcled to tlll our prcsidcnt about ftc
dcstruction we are permitting in our ancient foresls and
uscs to which our remaining wctlands are bcing put-
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are open 1() mcmbers and nonmembers alike. Carpoo

time is departuc time. Carpool expense: 5 ccns pcr mi
pcr nder is suggcsted: blls and cntry fecs arc sharcd equally
by drivcr and ridcrs. Bring binaulars, field guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizde; if in doubt, c€ll leadcr up to

hour beforc time.

F'IELD TRIPS

Difficulty of ficld trip:
CaEgory 1: Easy, little or no walking, smmth paths

Catrgory 2: Moderate, I mile or morc, possibly mugh
Category 3: Difficult, cxtensive walking, rough ten-ain

Satuday, Sunday, July l1-12, Lrsscn National Pcrk. Wc
will mect at $c southwest enEance. Thc park campgrounds
arc hrst comc, first scrve. The southwcst campground near thc
cntrancc is a walk-in camp. Summit Lakc Camps are 17 milcs
of winding road ino the park. Thc town of Mineral is 9 miles
from thc southwcst entrancc. Motels there include l:sscn
Mineral Lodgc, (916) 5954422, and McGovcm's Vacation
Chale6, (916) 5954497, Volcano Country Camping has full
RV hmkup, showcrs, a dump, and acccpts rcscrvations, (916)

595-3y7. Battlc Creck Forest Scrvicc Camp 2 milcs west of
Mincral is said to havc flush toilets. CaIl Elizabcth Dickey,
2544486, if you are planning to go on this trip.

Category 2

Saturdry, August I, San Mrtco Cocst. Carpool 7:15 a.m.

at El Ccrro Blvd., wcst of I{80. Mect at 8:30 a-m. in parking
lot off SR I opposiE Pcscadcro Road. Cross San Matco
Bridgc, continuc wcst on SR 92 to Half M@n Bay, go left on

SR I for 15 milcs !o Pescadero Rd., tum right ino parking
lot. Early shorebirds, Black Swifi, Bank Swallow, Marblcd
Munclcl Call Elizabeth Dickcy, 2544486, for information.

Category 2

Saturday, August 15, Bodega Bay. Carpool 6:30 a.m.,
southwcst comcr of Sun Valley parking lol Mcet 8:30 a.m.
at thc Tides Restaurant. Go norlh on US 101. Take the
Washinglon SL cxit in Pctaluma, go west on Bodcga Hwy. to
SR l, tum lcft !o Bodcga Bay. Thc Tidcs is on left oppositc a

Union s6don. Early shorcbirds, rails, watcrbirds, migrans.
t-eadq: Shirlcy EIIis,939-9091 Catcgory I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

MINES ROAD, May 2.
Only threc btders made the annMl trek to Mincs Road this
ycar which is too bad as it was a beautiful day and preuy god
birdng. Highlighs among thc 79 spccies includcd Rufous and
Cosa's Hummingbirds, Wild Turkcy, tJwis' Woodpcckcr,
Phanopepla, Tricolored Blackbird, and sevcral f:wrcnce's
Goldfinch.

Stcvc Glover
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BRIONES PARK - WEST, May 7.
Our target bird for this trip, the hzuli Bunting, was casily scen

by all sevcntecn birdcrs. Wc also cnjoyed watching a male and

femalc Black-headed Grosbeak attcnding to pink fealherlcss
young in the ncsl Thc male flew down and sang witiin an

inch of thcir littlc heads. It was a foggy moming, crcating lcss

tlan ideal viewing conditions, but wonderful for identifying
spring singcrs by tlreir songs. 48 spccics wclc encountered.

Dcnise Wight

MITCHELL CAiIYON, May 9.
Ninc mcmbcrs and guests cnjoyed a warm, brcczy day observing
wildflowcrs, bucerflies and bids. The carly spring wildflowcn
havc been replaced by Clarkias, Ithuricl's spears, Wc,stem lark-
spurs, Mariposa tulips, and Oregon sunshine. The Califomia
buckcye candles were in full blmm and buttcrflics werc prolific.
Fourtcen spccies werc seen on onc trEc. A tota.l of25 bu[crfly
spccics were sccn dudng thc day. Thc forty bfuds spccics secn

included Westem Tanagcrs, Bullak's Oriolcs, and Black-hesded

Grosbcaks. A llammond's Flycarchcr was heard.
Gcn Safl€r

MT. DIABLO, May 13.

Thinecn obscrvcrs enjoyed a sunny day at ML Diablo but slow
birding. 53 slecics of birds wcre observcd. Highfighls includcd
ncsting Hairy Woodpcckcn and Solitary Yircos at Rock City
and a late Northem tlarricr at Pioneer Horse Camp. 21 species

of buttcrflics were also secn, including thc vcry rarc Muir's
Hakstreak

Kcvin Hintsa

CASWELL STATE PARK, May 20.
Six mcmbers spent a quiet moming at Caswcll Statc Pa*
along the Stanislaus River in 75" weathcr with s:nny skies. In
addition to the usual many Housc Wrens, wc saw seyerd
Swainson's flawks, five species of swallows, Westcm Yr'ood-
pcwec, Wesrern Flycatcher, Olivc-sidcd Flycatcher, and War-
bling and Huuon's Vircos. Fony-one lolal spccics wcrc scen.

Maury Stcm

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, May 2.
A healthy group of a dozcn birders spent a grcat moming in
somc of thc hnest riparian habilat rcmaining in he East Bay.
Highlights included an Osprey, a brc€ding-plumaged Sponcd
Sandpiper, a Burrowing Owl, a Black-chinncd Hummingbird,
scveral Blue Grosbeaks, 30 Tricolorcd Blackbirds, and bcst of
all, a srnging Willow Flycatcher. 53 specics.

Steve Glover

LAS TRAMPAS REGIONAL PARK,May 28.
Our MDAS goup combined with an East Bay Rcgional Park
group to look for Grasshopper Sparrow, which most of thc
grcup saw. Twclve observcrs saw 53 spccies of bkds. It was
foggy carly in thc moming, becoming sunny but not too hot in
thc afrcrnmn, and brcczy all day. t ocally uncommon birds
seen included Nonhcrn llarricr. halric Falcon, Sharp-shnned
Hawk, and Savannah Sparrow.

Kcvin Hinsa
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Plese scnd obscwations to Steve Glover,
333 Goshcn Ct, Sen Ramon, CA 94583, or cell 829-7207.

Pleasc includc your telcAhone number with your obscrvations.

Homed Grcbe: I prcscnt through 6[ at Hayward Regional
Shoreline. (BR) Yery rarc so laE.
American White Pclican: 2 on 611 along Hwy. 37. (FB)
Considered rarc [o vcry uncommon at this time according 1o

Birds of Northern Ca$ornia.
Wood Duck: 3 malcs,2 fcmale.s, and 12 young on 5/18 at 5
Brooks Pond, lvladn Co. (SG, RL)
Bluc-winged Tcal: I malc on 6, at Hayward RS. @R, SG)
Blue Grouse: at lc€st 3 "bmming" males on 6/l near Donncr
Ski Rcsqt" NeYada Co. (KH, SG)
Rcd Phalaronc: 4 on 5R0 and 2 on 6/6 at Ha'.ward RS. (BR)
Black Tern: 5 on 5/9, 11 on 5/10, 3 on 5/30, and 3 ol 616 at
Hayward RS. (BR)
Black Skimmer: lon6n Hayward RS. (BR) Rarc but
surprisingly regular insidc thc Bay. 2 others sccn at Alamcda
thc same day.
Ringed Turtlc-dove: I on 525 at Oak HiIl Park in Danville.
@K) Thesc are mcasionally seen but arc not native and are not
esrablished,
Burrowing Owl: I on 5/15 on N. Livermorc Avc., Livcrmore
(SG), nearly extirpatcd from thc Livcrmorc Vallcyi 14 along
thc ccnsus plot from Seller's Rd. ro Delta Rd.. East CCC.
(GD
Spo[ed Owl: 2 heard and 1 secn on 5/18 ar 5 Brmks Ponds-
(RL, SG)
Grcat Gra), Owl: I sepa 5129 on Tioga Pass Rd., l2 mile
from Chevron Meadow. (SG)
Black-chinncd Hummingbird: I temale on 6/6 at Hayward RS.
(BR)
Red-breaskd Sapsucken I on 5/12 at Gazos Crcek, San Matco
Co. (GF, MP) Probably a stragglcr, not known to bre€d
south of Mcndmino Co.
Willow Flvcatchcr: I oi 5ll2 at Sunol RP (SG), carly; I on
5/16 at Hayward RS (BR), fint park record in thc springi I
srnging on 523 at Pipr Slough, Bcthcl Island (SG, MDAS
group), rare in spring.
Hammond's Fl],catchcr last one reporEd on 5p in Mitchcll
Canyon, MDSP. GH, MDAS group)

YCCff: I seen and heard on 6/5 at fte Fish Docks, PL Rcycs.
(SC) AIso on RBA. Fourth Northern Califomia record

Tcnnessec Warbcr: I on 5/13 at fte Lighthousc, Pt. Reycs.
(SG, RS, RL)
Northern Parula: I ol 5ll2 along Gazos Creek Rd. in San
Mateo Co. (GF, MP), also on RBAI I male and I female on
6/l at the Fish Docks (FB).
Chestnut-sided Warblcr: I on 6/l at the Fish Docks. (FB)
Ycllow-throated Warblcr: I on 6fZ the Fish Dmks. (SG,
RL)
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Black-and-white warblcn I on 5/13 at thc Ncw Willows. (RI,
SG)
Amcrican Rcdsan: I on 6/l ar the Lighthouse (FB); 1 on 6il
(FB) and 2 on 62 (SG, RL) at thc Fish Docks.
\ orm-catins Warblcn I malc on 6/l ar the Fish DGks. (FB)
Also on RBA. Northcm Ca.lifomia avcragcs about 1-2 a ycer.

Kentucky Warblen 1 on 6/l near Donncr Ski Rcsorl (KH, SG)
Also on RBA. Thesc arc rarc in Nonhem California
Hoodcd Warbler. I femalc on 5/13 ar thc Lighttrouse (RS, RL,
SG); 1 mdc at Tilden Pa* from 6/l to at least 6r, srcn 6/3
(SG), second county record. This has bccn an incrediblc spring
for this spccies.
Rose-bressted Grosbcak: 2 on 5ll3 (RS, SG, RL) and 62 (SG,
RL) at thc Fish Daksi I malc from 6ll b 6n at Tilden Park,
seen 6/6 (SG, DW, HH): I femalc on 6, in JR's Alamo yad
(BR), rarc but lherc arc scvcral county records.
Indigo Bunting: I on 5/18 (SG, RL) end 5/19 (FB, MJC) el
thc Ncw Willows. Also on RBA.
Black-chinncd Sparrow: I on 5/4 on South Gatc Rd., MDSP.
(GD
Tricolored Blackbird: at least 40 on 5p3 at Jerscy Island.
(DW, MDAS gro'rp)
"Baltimorc" Oriolc: I fcmalc on 5/13 at thc Lighrhousc. (RS,

sG, RL)

Obscrvcrs: Florencc Bcnnctl' Mary Jane Culvcr, Gcorgc
Finger, Stcvc Glovcr, Hugh tlarvcy, Kcvin Hintse, Pam
Kciser, Ror Lindeman, Marjoric Plant, Bob Richmond, Jeen
Richmond, Rich Stallcup, and Denisc Wight

For information and uflates on rare binls in the Bay Arce and
northcm Califomia, call the Northem California Rarc Bird
Alen, (510) 528{288.

IN MEMORIUM

Wc arc sad !o announce fic dcath, on May 21, of Marguerite
"Peggy' Gross, a long-time friend of MDAS. Pcggy was a
long-standing member of rle Napa-Solano Audubon chapter,
but also ftequently birded with our chapter and pardcipatcd in
our Christmas Counls. She also participated in the Napa-
Solano Breeding Bird AUas and was thc editor of Best Birding h
Napa aad Solano Coutties. Pcggy is survived by hcr husband
Yemon; his address is 321 Franciscan Dr., Vallcjo, CA %589.
A contribution in her memory has been made by our chaptcr o
the Napa-Solano Audubon chaptcr, and members who also wrsh
to contribute can do so in carc of Unabeth Baxley, 732 Wilson
Ave., Vallejo. CA 94590.
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TRAVEL WARNING

by llene Holmgren

[Edil.or's note: Ilene wrote this anicle with referenc€ to ravcl
in Costa Rica, but travelers on other birding cxpeditions havc

a-lso cxpcrienced problerns. Thesc would bc gmd suggcstions

for any ravel outsidc thc U.S., and somc of thcm might also
be appropriate here in the U.S.l

If you are going birding in Costa Rica, Bclty Ann Williams,
Rudi Thomas, Vida Dawson, and llenc Holmgren would like
you !o knoy about our trip. \ve wcrc robbed in fte Braulio
Carillo Park a shon distancc from thc capilol San Josc, and

right wherc the trail bcgan off the busy highway.

The two bandils werc masked; one had a gun and the othcr a

knife. Thcy took binoculars, camcras, jcwclry, travelcr's
chccks, credit cards, money, a@lanc tickcts, passporls, back-
packs, fanny packs, boots, ponchos, and umbrellas. Thcrc
wcre six of us, including thc guide and our drivcr.

Thc robbery wcnt very quickly and the robbeB drove off in our
van. Thc van was found larcr about three miles down the high-
way. A similar robbcry had acurrcd just $rcc wccks carlier in
thc same pa*. Unril thc policc decidc !o do somthing about
this park, birden would do weu to slay away ftom lhc arca

The following may be of help when preparing for a trip:

l. Dont take any jcwelry that you don't want to lose.

2. Wear an incxpcnsrve warch

3. Beforc you go, take a photo of your suitcase and on thc
back of the photo, list thc contents. This will save you much

time and troublc whcn hlling out insurance forms if your suit-
case is losl or stolen.

4. Upon your arrival at your hotol, put your passporl, airlinc
tickes, numben of your credit cards, u-aveler's chcck numbcrs,
and the phone number !o call if these arc takcn in thc hotcl
safe.

5. If you arc cn route, that is, bctween hotcls, usc a money
belt or body pouch for some of your chccks, cash, credit cards,
and passporl

6. Put half of your u-avclcr's cherks and a $50 bill hidden in
some clothing in your hotel room along with the number of
your airline ticket and wherc and when you bough! it. It is not
a.lways convenient to get into the hoel safc, and in our casc,
the safe brokc and we couldn't gct in ar alt. Safe repairmcn
don't work on weekends in Costa Rica

\lY 1992

7. Reconfrrm your rctum flight carly. Airlincs dont rcconfirm
on wcckcnds in Cosla Rica, and if you dont rcconfrm within
72 hours of a flight, you can bc drcppcd from the computcr.

8. Carry a phoo copy of your passport on you always, and

have an cxtra photaopy in your luggage. llaving two extra
passpon photos with you can savc you dmc and moncy if you

havc to havc your passport rcplaccd. Thc rcplaccmcnt cosl is

$65 and thc new passpon is gmd only for onc ycar. Mcmorizc
yor:r passpon numbcr.

9. If you rcnt a car, put duct tapc and black plastic ovcr fic
sign tlat indicates you havc a renlal car.

10. Insuranc€ in addition to homcowner's is strongly rccom-
mendd ircluding trip cancellarion and dclay insurarrcc.

NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS
720 Contra Costa Blvd.

Pleasant Hill, CA
798-0303

SALE
7lrt92-8lrp2

{
Blnl

Bird Fccding Tips:

Kecp hummingbird and oriole feeders'ncctar frcsh (change every

34 days).

Squirrcls and blackbids do not like safflowcr sccd

Birds nced fresh waf€r. Changc balh walcr cvery fcw days md
ke€p clcan. Mist and &ip systcms arc onc of thc bcst ways lo
attract birds. Comc scc our nev lines of thesc systcms.

Put out fruit for orioles, robins, and mockingbirds.

Keep feedos and feeding acas clean.

Note: 57o of your purchascs arc donaled back to MDAS. Apnl
donarions werc $318.
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NEW MEMBERS

Wc warmly glc€t thcsc new MDAS mcmbcrs and hope 10

mcc] thcm at mectings and u'ips: Bessic Bcavers, Lcwis Bish,
Thomas A. Bishop, l-cnorc Bohlig, Sue Bollingcr, Barbara
Bonnickson, Margic Christrian, Dianc Craig, Dcnton Croft,
L. Davc Cunningham, Lisa Dalandcr, F. L. Dclisle, Eugcnc
Dc Mar, Mrs. Dcan Derwcilcr, Jcrome Dix, Katfuyn Emcry,
Richard Esparza, Donald Fesscnden, Elinor Freitag, Lcslic
Frcnch, Gai.l Fritschlc, L,ourdes Gillcgo, Susan Gillcspic,
Nancy M. Gordon, Tony and Jcany Hicks, Winon Hill,
Mrs. Sydncy Howlor, Bcycrly Hull, Sbrmy Jucncmann, Bc$
Konklc, Julic knglcy, Karcn Lingenfclter, Herbc( t cc, Scth
Lucdcrs, C. L. Mauhcws, Maurcen McCaulcy, John Millar,
Carolinc Mirchcll, Barbara Morricc, Mrs. Tcd Moscr, Mary
Nyc, J. W. O'Hara, Stcphanie Pitts, l.ancc Prathcr, John
Rahm, Kcnneth Rank, Paricia Ronan, Joan Ronnow, Varon
Roth, Art and Suc Russo, Carol Sawycr, Linda Sunncn, K. J.
Tomasini, MIs. L. Trumbull, Anhur Walson, D. L. Wcbstlr,
Doris Whitakcr, Jan Whitc, Sarah Whielaw, Ida Whittcn.
Jamcs Williams, David Winslow, and Den Wright.
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THE LAST WORD

Wherc does lhe timc go? This issuc of the Qzail concludcs
my hfth full ycar as cdilor. It has bcen an intercsling timc 10

bc involved with MDAS and therc arc a lot of pcople who
havc madc this job fun as wcll as a challcnge. First, I wml lo
thank my "rcgulars," Jim Lomax, Al McNabney, Elizrbc$
Dickcy, Stcvc Glovcr, and Mitc Williams for thcir monthly
contributions. I also ryant !o flank all the ficld trip leaders for
lltcir rcports and all thosc who havc scnt in itcms of intercsl
A spccia.l thants gocs to Carol Lutz whosc skctchcs havc
graced thesc pages during thc ycar. A special thank you also
gcs to Beuy Gallagher and hcr crcw, who assemble and mail
thc frnished Qzal'l so efficiently cach month. Thc @zail muld
not exist without the cfforts of all of you. Finally, this yer I
also would litc to say thank you to my husband Dan for his
support, encouragemcnt" and proofrc€ding. His kecn eyc has

bcen grcatly apprcciarcd. Wcll, it's off to thc back porch for
mc, to warch thc bluebirds frnish raising thcir second brcod of
thc spring. Wonder if they will have a thtd? Hope all of you
havc a good summer, too, and ve'll scc you in thc fall
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September Program:

California Rarities

Welcome back! The fust meeting of the Mt. Diablo
Audubon Society will be on September 3. We
will start off our new season with star birder Don
Roberson. He will speak on rarities found through-
out California.

Don Roberson has been an active California birder
for 20 years. He is the author of Rare Birds of the
West Coast, Monterey Birds, Birder's Califurnia,
and many articles including a reccnt pap€r on Cmki-
laria Petrels in Atrcrican Birds. Don is a member of
thc California Bird Record Committee and was the
CBRC secreury for fivc ycars.

Birding information for September will be given by
Jim Lomax, who will show slides of the Birds of
Monterey Bay.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, September
10, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Brian Elder, 349
Camaritas Way, Danville,743-1018. The board
meetings arc open to all interested members.

General mcetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Socicty
arc held on the first Thursday of cvery month from
September through June. Our mceting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Centet 233 Grcgory Lanc,
Pleasant Hill. The mccting timcs arc as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Busincss Mecting
S:ffiSaialTime
8:30 Program

Treasurer Needed: Our MDAS Trcasurcr, Brian
Elder, has been transfcrred by his company back to
Canada and will be leaving us in Octobcr. Wc wish
Brian well and appreciate his work during the past
year. Anyone who is interested in or would like
more information about the Treasurer position should
call Brian at 743-1018 or Jim Lomax at 825-1513.

Special Event: the Contra Costa Conservation
League is sponsoring a meeting featuring our own
Congressman George Miller, discussing the recent
fuo Eanh Conference and environmental issues. Full
details on the meeting are on Page 8.

Annual Budget - Page 3

Year Field Trip Schedule - Page 4
a



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

SHELL MARSH IS SAFE!!!!!
Aftcr over eight yeals of attcntion, debale, argumcnt, lcuer
writing, a major oil spill, and a lot of sweat and tears (no

blood, hough), Shcll Ma$h has be€n SAYED. The Shcl.l Oil
Spill Lidgation Sctrlement Trustec Committee (SOSLSTC)

has purchscd thc cntirc propcrty, including thc uplands, fmm
thc dcvclopcr. The ridc is in thc hands of tlrc East Bay Park

Servicc. A major commitmcnt is bcing made !o resloring md
enhancing thc werland. SOSLSTC cslablished a commiue€
(MDAS is represcnted) to work out details for an cxtcnsivc
study of thc hydrolory, Iand clcvations, and tidal action, so tltc
marsh crn bc propcrly managed Acquisrtion of this wcdand,

said by many !o bc T1IE most important ln ConEa Costa

County, constilutcs a major cnvironmcnal win. Whcn the

studics and rcsloration havc bccn complcted, Shcll Marsh will
bc thc jcwcl of dl C:Iifomia wcrhnds.

SUMMER DOLDRUMS: DONT KID YOURSELF
Maybc it's thc full mmn. Maybc it's thc scason, or Possibly
thcrc may bc thc hint of some politics tn thc air, but tltis is
CERTAINLY NOT a dull summer. Thcrc's thc budgct ba[le
in Secnmcnto. Promiscs, (or tfucats) of hugc cuts arc ru-
morrd for just about evcry servicc Sovcmmcnt is supposcd to

administs. Education, the bedrak of tlrc funlrc, is threatened

with a 2 BILUON dollar cul Environmcntal laws, conditions
and protcctions that havc taken years to achicvc are on tte
blck. Tm co$ly. Too restrictivc. Which brings onc to ask

thc qucstion, "Too costly, too rcstrictive for whom?"

Onc can movc a busincss just across our southcrn border and

escapc having to pay much of anything 1o cnsurc that toxic
marcrials dumpcd from thc manufacturing operation won't gct
thc company in trouble. Onc can also avoid having to pay

pcnsions, social sccurity, or taxcs for mainlaining infrastruc-

ture, i.c., strerts, schools, scwagc plants, watcr purification
plans, and thc likc. So why srick around the U.S.? That's
whar somc arc arguing.

Wc lmk about the world. Hov about India, with its Bopal
Right herc in our own back yard accidenls rn majo indusrial
facilities are conslant reminders of lhe need for enlightencd
business leaders, for alen rcgulators.

Des anyone rcmember why reguladons and laws were created

in the first place? MOST regulations didnt just comc from
some faceless govemmenl worker's evil mind. Envimnmenul
regula,tions came about bccause accidents or condiuons crcalcd
public awareness. An aroused, informed public thcn demanded

acdon. tawmakcrs acted to try to prevent futurc problems of
like naturc.

Scprcmbcr 1992

Wc have fcw bfuds who can spcak in tllcr own dcfcn$ about

environmenul maucrs (although havc you heerd a god ulling
parrot?). Business leaders, l@ldng ar the "bo[om linc" arguc

there must bc a cost-bencfrt to cvcry nrle, rcguletion, or law,
or such must not be cnforccd. Thosc who atrcmpt to spcak on

bchalf of the conscrvation world wc all MUST livc in quickly

becomc, to quotc somc of thc current political rhctoric,
"envimnmcntal cxlremisls."

Docs ANYONE rcally bclicvc smog-ladcn air, so thick at
times it is impossible to scc ncafty mountains, is a god
thing? East Bay MUD, attcmpting to cnsurc it providc's high
qualily walcr at a rcasonablc ratc for its walcr uscrs, is bcing
criticized. A dcvelope[ wants to crcetc ll,ffi homc.s in thc
Doughcrty vdlcy. Trs argued EBMUD IIAS lo Providc warrr
for thc projccl Thcrc will be coss. Thcre may dso bc fuunc
watcr shqtagcs. Is thc fact EBMUD is aEempting 1o ensurc it
can supply reasonably priccd waEr and to havc a high quality

watcr supply for is "prcscnf cuslomcrs, rathq than spcnd

money !o cxpand facilitics, cnvironmcnt cxtrcmisn? Or is it
sound busincss judgmcnt bascd on a thoughtful rcvicw of thc
available water supply and an obligation to scrvc its Fcscnt
cuslofiErs?

WETLANDS - STILL MORE ATTACKS
Dont forgct thc hcsidcnt's Dclineation Manud, inroduccd
many months ago, is sitring and waiting to bc inplcmentcd
Evcn thc Prcsident's own EPA Advisor rrgucs implcnadon of
thc proposcd rules will bring disa$er to our fcw rcmeining
wcdands. Expcrts say ar lc€st 5070 of thc narion's rcmaining
wctlands will bc "up for grabs" if thc proposcd rulcs aro cver
implcmcntcd Now comes thc U.S. Army Ccps of Engirrccrs

witll a new plan asscning 'rctlands convcncd to farming usc

prior to 1985 arc not a part of thc watcrs of the Unitcd Sarcs.
Why such e rulc? Indepcndcnt obs.rvcrs arguc lhis rulc, ju$
likc thc Prcsidcnt's Dclincation Manual, is purc polilics and

has no scientific basis. Intcrutingly enough, thc Corps' own
rcgulations makc il clcar that on-going farming rtivitics arc
cxempt from wetland rcgulations. Could it just bc thc'fuss"
is due !o a dcsirc to convcrt thcse farmhnds (formcr wcdands)

for devclopmcnt purpGcs?

THE TOLL ROAD STILL SEEKS A TOLL BOOTH
hoponants of the infamous cast county toll road arc still
Eying: that's the bad news. 'What is the good ncws?" you

ask. Right now therc's litde to chcer about- YOU [re peoplc

can havc a say, but it will ukc thc effort of conlacting Cal-
Trans and lcuing decision makcrs in that body lnow what you

think about creation of this cnvironmental disaster. Stay

umcd for more info on the toll road.
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WHAT WENT ON AT THE RIO EARTH CONFERENCE
Scc the Spccial Event announc€ment on Pagc 8

o
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT, FY 9I-92

BAI-ANCE BROUCFIT FORWARD:

Operuing Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

INCOME:

National Audubon Sociery dues share
Subscriptions a Tlu Quail
Sales, Birding Nonhzrn Caffirnia (fo Consewation & Education Fund)
Other sales
Donations to MDAS, fundraising
Bid-a-Thon Donations
Percgrine Project Fund Donations
Interest earned (net of bank charges)

INCOME + BAI-ANCE FORWARD:

Operating Account:
C-onservation & Education Fund:

DISBURSEMENTS:

Production and distribution of Tlu Qruil
Rent, Gcncral Mecting
Adminisration
Equipmcnt
Conservation
Membership
Program presentation
Education
Ficld rips
Hospitality
Publicity
Chrisunas Bird Count
Sales expenses
Telephone (ALID-UBOI$
Insurance
Bay Area Audubon Council

CONTRIBUTIONS:

Lindsay Museum, Richardson Bay Audubon Center, Sierra Club Foundation,
Save Mt. Diablo, Planning and Conservation League, National Audubon Society, erc.

TOTALDISBURSEMENTS:

BAI-ANCE CARRIED FORWARD:

Operating Account:
C-onservation & Education Fund:

$1,693.00
12,447.N

$18,472.00
17,680.00

$9,t10.m
749.N

4,203.U
2,407.O0
3,078.00

721.fi
500.00
5U.ffi

$9,110.00
750.m
t6.00

499.N
r,891.00

294.N
835.00
1s9.00

92.W
37.00

259.00
2,2$.n

147.O0
701.00
61.00

$3,3Es.00

$20,5s9.00

$ 2
13,39t

00
00

202o
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1992-93 FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE

IMPORTANT: This is a tentative schedule. Weather or availability of leaders may require changes. READ
TLIE QUNL or call the Audubon tape Lt 283-8266. Weekday trips are often switched between Wednesday and
Thursday to trke advantage of tides or other opportunities. Two-day weekend trips may be done either day alone.
The trip marked with a star (*) is a new rip.

Thank you to everyone who helped put together this interesting schedule of trips for the coming year. Also thank
you to those who will be leaders.

Etizabeth Dickey, Field Trip Chairman
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Sept. 2 Wed.
12 Sat.
13 Sun.
L7 Thur.
23 Wed.

Oct. 3 Sat.
7 Wed.
15 Thur.
24 Sat.
28 Wed.

Nov. 7 Sat.
1l Wed.
19 Thur.
21 Sat.

Mar. 6
10
20
25
3l

Apr. 3
7

t7
22
28

May 1

5
8

t3
22
26

June

Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.
Sat.
Wcd.

3 Thur.
5 Sat.
9 Wed.

19-20 S-S
26-27 S-S

Dec. 3 Thur.
5-6 S-S
9 Wed.
19 Sat.

Hayward Regional Shoreline
Moss Landing - Salinas River
Pelagic rip
Bolinas l-agoon and Sewer Ponds
Point Diablo (Hawk Hilt)

Outer Point Reyes
San Mateo Coast
Mt. View Sanitary - Mallard Res.
Abbott's I:goon
Alameda South Shore

Limantour
Charleston Slough
Nimbus Fish Hatchery *
PaIo Alto Baylands

Niles Canyon
Sacramento refuges
Altarnont
CHRISTMAS COUNT

Putah Creek - [:ke Solano
I:fayette Resewoir
Bolinas - 5 Brooks
Sunol Regional Park
Grizdy Island Wildlife Refuge

Thornton - Stockton Ponds
San Mateo Coast
Berkeley Shoreline
hke Merritt
Sage Grouse Weekend

July 3l Sat. San Mateo Coast

Au e. 14"28 Sat

Bodega Bay
Hayward Regional Shoreline
Tomales Bay
Black Diamond Mines Reg. Park
Briones wildflower walk

Garin Regional Park
l-ake Lagunius
Donner Canyon
Ida Clayton Road, Napa Co.
Del Puerto Canyon

Mines Road
Briones Park - West
Mirchell Canyon
Mt- Diablo State Park
East Contra Costa County
Caswell State Park

I as Trampas Re8lonal Wildemess
Outer Point Reyes
Annadel State Park
Yuba Pass - Sierra Valley
I +ssen National Park

Bodega Bay
Coyote Hills Regional Park

Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.
Wed.

Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.
Wed.

o

o

Jan. 2 Sat.
14 Thur.
16 Sat.
2l Thur.
27 Wed.

Feb. 3 Wed.
13 Sat.
18 Thur.
24 Wed.
27-28 S-S

Sat

o



ps arc open to mcmbers and nonmembers alikc. carpm
dmc is depanurc Ume. Caryool expensc: 5 cens pcr mile
per ridcr is suggestcd; tolls and cntry fecs are sharcd cqually
by driver and ridcrs. Bring binmulars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or fiizdc; if in doubt, call lcader up to

time.hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Dilficultv of ficld trip:
Catcgory l: Easy, little or no walking, smmth paths

Catcgory 2: Moderatc, I milc or more, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficult, cxtcnsive walking, rough tcrrain

Wednesday, Scprcmber 2, Heyward Rcgionrl Shorclinc.
Carpool 7:15 a.m. at El Ccrro Blvd., west of I{80. Mcct at
8:45 a.m. in parking lot at cnd of Winton Avc. Takc I{80
souh !o I-580. From I-580, go south on I-880 (Nimiz). Tum
right on winton Avc. Warcr and shorc birds.
Leadcn Steve GIovcr,829-72A7 Calegory 2

Saturday, Septcmber 12, Mcs Lending - Selinas Rivcr.
Carpcol 6:00 a.m. EI Ccrro Blvd., west of 1580. Mccl 9:m
a.m. at Jcuy Rd. off Highway I in Moss tanding. Watcr and
shorc birds, possrbly vagants.
Lcader: Stcvc Glovcr,829-7?!7 Carcgory 3

Sunday, Scptembcr 13, Pclegic Trip. Mcmbcrs arc invitcd
to join a Montcrcy Scavdley pclagic rip with Shcarwatcr
Joumcys. The spccial MDAS group ratc is $39.m (rcgular
S55.m). Scnd your chcck and a sclf-addresscd cnvclopc !o
Shcarwater Journcys, P. O. Box 1u145, Soquel, CA 95073.
Dont forget to mcntion you arc a MDAS membcr. For morc
infmmation, call Dcnisc Wigha ar 37G.7342.

Thursday, Scptcmbcr 17, Bolinas LrgooD rnd Scwer
Ponds. Carpml 7:15 e.m. at southwest corncr of Sun Vallcy
parking lol Mcct 8:45 a.m. in front of Audubon Canyon
Ranch. Go wcst tfuough Vallcjo and continuc wcst on SR 37
to Athcnon Blvd. On crossing l0l, Athcnon bccomcs San

Marin Drive. At junction with Novalo Blvd, tum right and
continuc to cnd al Pt. Reyes - Pculuma Rd. Tum lcft and go
to SR 1; lcft again on SR I to Audubon Canyon Ranch.
l-eadcc Jcan Richmond, 837-2843 Catcgory 2

Wedncsday, Scptembcr 23, Point Dieblo (Hewl Hill).
Carpml 8:0 a.m., Acalanes Avc., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just
north of SR24. Mcct 9: 15 a.m. in upper lagmn parking arca.
Takc thc San Rafacl Bridgc and US l0l south to thc SECOND
Sausalito cxit. At thc stop sign, go lcft UP the hill. At thc
intcncction, go right downhill. At Oc nexl stop sign, turn
lcft and continuc on lo thc parking lot ar thc upper lagoon. If
clear weathcr, carry lunch !o stay on [Iawk Mountain until
mid-aftcmmn for migrating hawk and possibly swifts.
Lcadcc Jim Lomax, 825-1513 Caugory 2

Scptcmber 1992

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

ANNADEL STATE PARK Junc 3.
Eight members and gucs6 mct bright and esly to hcad nonh to
Annadcl Stalr Park ncar Sants Rosa. All hed comc wilh great

expcchlions of s€cing our two tergct spccias for the day: thc
Hlcatcd Wmdpcctcr and Ycllow-brcasrcd Chat Thcy would
not be disappointed. Wc s.w and hcad at lcasl thrrc chets with
onc proud malc singing loudly erd conspicuosly on r bsc trcc
abort 30 yads away. A pir of Pilcatcd Woodpcckcrs appeared
about 200 yards from thc parking lot up thc trail to thc south.
Thcy allowcd us to gct cxccllcnt views of both rhc malc and thc
femalc. These wcrc lifc birds for many on thc rip. In dI,44
spccies wcrc allicd. A fami.ly of Grccn-hckcd Hcrons sar ard
prccned some tcn yards ftom us at Spring lrtc, dlowing r
good shdy of thc immature plumagc as wc l-rnished ou day.

Jimm Edgr

OUTER POINT REYES, Junc 6.
It was r beautiful day on thc Point for clcvcn mcmbcrs md
gucss. Thc Fish Dcls provcd most Foductivc wirh sightings
of a Rcd-cycd Yirco, a Bleck-and-whitc Wrblcr, a Tcnncsscc
Warblcr,2 Northcrn Parulas, and 3 of thc 5 Amcrican Rcdsb s,
Some of thc goup vho sloppcd al Tildcn Park on thc way
homc wcrc lucky to hcar Out not vicw) e Hodcd Wsblcr and
to sec and hcar a malc Rosc-hcasred Grosbcat sing.

Dcnisc Wight

YUBA PASS, Junc 2G21.
Wc had e bqutiful wc.kcnd at Yuba hss: good wcathcr, gmd
birds, and 23 gmd birders and gucss. At thc [hss, wc found
Calliopc Hummingbird, Williamson's Sepsuckcr, Black-backcd
md Whitc-hcadcd Wmdpcckcrs, Cassin's Finch, and lots of
Evcning Gmsbcats. In thc Sicrra Vallcy, wc found Wilson's
Phderopc, Black Tcm, Pygmy Nuthatch, Townsrnd's Solihirc,
Sage Thrasher, Grccn-tailed Towhcc, and Vcspcr and Brcwcr's
Sparrows. Highlight of thc trip for many, though, wcrc thc
Common Pmrwills found on an cvcning cxcursion Salurday
nighr 89 spccies wcrc sccn by thc group and anothcr 15 wcre
hcard or seen by indivirluals away from thc group.

Barb Burck and Dan Van Zilc

LASSEN NATIONAL PARK, July I l-12.
Nine birdcn explorcd thc l-asscn arca over thc JuIy ll and 12

wcckend The wcather was threatcning but did not acEally rain.
Most birds wcrc through ncsting and hardcr [o locatc than at
Yuba Pass. Highlighs included I ."',li Bunting ar tllc ski area

and los of creepers. nulnehes, e Hcrmit Warblcr and crmsbills
at Reflccdon l:kc. Thosc who staycd at ftc Batdc Creck
carnpground wcrc trcatcd !o an cvcning display by about 30
Vaux's Swifts. Thosc who slaycd at the motel in Minerat had

snipc and blucbirds in the mcadow. Thosc who staycd at the
walk-in camp saw thc only Whia-headed Wmdpcckcrs. A total
of zl0 spccics werc secn in thc two days.

Etizabcth Dickcy
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Plezse scnd observations to Stevc Glovcr,
333 Goshen CL, San Ramon, CA94583,ot call829-72O7.

Plezsc include your tclephonc numbcr wlth your obscrvations.

Sooty She$waten I on 725 at Hayward Regional Shoreline
(BR)i 10,000 on 818 at hinceton Harbor (JR, RR). Casual in
summcr in thc East Bay.
Storm-pctrcls: l Black, I Ashy, and I unidcntihcd on 8/l at
Hayward RS and I Ashy and I probablc Black on 82 (BR); I
Black wilh Sooty Shcarwater flock on 8/8 at hinceton Harbor
(JR). Ashy is vcry rarc in thc East Bay and I know ofno E€st

Bay rtcords of Bla*.
Amcrican Whitc Pelican: 14 on7ll4 and ll on'1124 aa lhe
Concord NWS, sccn from Pt Chicago Hwy. (SG)

Brown Booby: I on 7/18 at thc Farallons. (FG) I-e.ss thrn 5

Northcnr Cali fornia records.

American Birbrn: I imrnaturc on 7/1 near Byron. (FB, BG)
Nonhcm Shovclen I rccently deceascd malc found on 7/14 on

Mein SL, Port Chicago. (SG) Still not provcn ncsting in our
county.
Whitc-win8cd Scotcn 1 malc on 7ll2 a[,td 7125 at Hayward

RS. (BR)
Cmlpr's Hawk a pair with scvcra-l young on 7112 nan thc
Junction Rangcr Sution, MDSP. (FG)

Mountein Ouail: 2 familias (10-12 chicks cach) on 66 dong
Mix Canyon Rd., Solano Co. (Bo&BG); 2 on 7/10 dong
Gatcs Cenyon Rd. (FG).
Wandering Tattlec 4-5 onlf?:l at:ltc oE Afbany dump. (SG)

EISCTDLIm: 500 on 6/6 near thc mouth of Bolinas Legmn.
(FB, MJC) r ir t
Lcest Tcrn: 38 orl7nl and 70 on 8/10 at Alamcda South
Shoc (JR); I on E[ along thc north Bcrkclcy slnrclinc @W).
BurrowinS Owl: lt adulls and 25 juvcnilas on 6/30 ncar
KnighEcn. (GD
Common Poonvill: 3 on 6/6 ar Castlc Rock Statc Park. (FG)

Black-chinncd Hummingbird: I malc on 6/10 on Jcrscy Island
(BG, FB)
Eastcrn Kingbird: I on 6/l at the LiShthousc, Pl Reyes.
(GF, MP)
Canyon Wren: I on 7/l at mile 6.2 along Paltcrson Pass Rd.,

cast of Livcrmorc. (SG, RL)
wintcr Wrcn: I singing malc fc€ding bcgging young on 624
at Redvood Rcgional Park. (SG) First conf-Irmcd Conra Costa

County ncsting.
Brovn Thrasher I on7l16 in rcsidcntial Daly City. (SG)

Also on RBA.
Nonhcm Parula: 2 on 6/1 at tlre Fislt Docks, Pt. Rcycs, (GF,

MP); I on 6123 atMt, Davidson, SF (JR), also on RBA.
Chcsmut-sidcd Warblcr: I on 6/1 at the Fish Docks. (GF.

MP)
MagIa.[a-]Xilb&r: I malc described on 527 from his walnut
Creck yard (BW). This may bc the frst East Bay record.

American RedsEn: 2 on 6ll d PL Reyes. (GF, MP)

Scptcmbcr 1992

Hooded Warblcr: I in the na[rc arca at Tildcn Rcgional Park

on 6/6 and 6n (Cn, and on 6/9 (MJC, BG. FB); I orr 623 at
Mt. Davidson (JR), also on RBA. Accidcntal in hc East Bay.

Ycllow-brcastcd Chat: at least 3 singing on 6125 alonrHFr
Slough. (SG, KII)
Rose-breastcd Grosbeak: the male at Tildcn Park sincc at least

6/l was seen on a nest on 6/18 (BGi, GF, KH). It eppcared to
be paired witll e fcrnalc Black-hcaded Grmbcak
Blue Grosbeak: 1 malc on 6/11 at Hollard Track, c€st CCC
(Bo&BG);2 singing otTll zt milc 6.2 along Pattcrson Pass

Rd. (sG, RL).
Bobolink I fcmalc on 8/l along the Martincz Shorc (EH, VB).
This is a frrst county record.
Tricolorcd Blackbird: at least 300 on 625 at intcrscrction of
Cypress and Jcrscy Island Rds. (SG, K$; 5 on 7/l near Byron
(BG, FB).
Yellow-headcd Blackbird: 7 on 7R on Bacon Island, San

Joaquin Co., (Bo&BG); !4 on 1ft at fic intcrsccdon of Jerscy

lsland and Dutch Slough Rds. @H, vB).

Observcrs: Florcnc! Bennetl, Virginie Bergeson, Mary Janc

Culvcr, Gcorgc Fingcr, Bob & Bctty GallaShcr, Fmnk Gadncr,
B. Gillis, Stevc Glover, Ed Hasc, Kcvin Hints:r, Ron Lindc-
man, Marjoric Plant, Bob Richmond, Jcan Richmond, Rich
Richmond, Dcnisc r ight, Bob Wisrc€rvcr.

For information and updalrs on rare bfuds in thc Bay Arca and
northcm Califomie, call the Northcm California Rarc Bird
Atert" (510) 528{288.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

Schml is approaching and il is timc to think of thc Audubon
Advcntures program. Audubon Advcnturcs is a bi-monthly
newpaper for each studcnt, plus a tcachcr's guidc, for third
hrough sixth gradcrs. Thc ncwspaper covcrs diffcrent arcas of
cnvironmcnul cducadon.

r on't you fiink about sponsoring a class? Hclp our young
pcoplc apprcciate thcir world. The fcc is $30.00 pcr cless.
Make checks payablc !o National Audubon Socicty and mail to
Shcrcc Doucac, 3642 Granzouo Dr., Concod, CA 94519.

SPONSOR: Name:
Address:
New 

- 

Renewal

SCHOOL NAME:
Grade 

- 

No. Students
Teacher's name:
School Address:
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by Jim Lomar

Ah, Scptcmbcr. Mlgration stars gcaring up to full flighl
This is thc bcst dme of ycer to go pclagic birding. As you

may havc norcd on thc front pagc, I'm prescnting thc Birding
Information this month on "Pelagic Birds of Montcrey Bay.'
I'd intcndcd to dazzlc you with cxpcrtisc whilc cxpousing on
thcsc birds and showing you my slidcs, but as I was planning

my show, I discovcred that lhc speakcr for the main program

this night will bc nonc other than Don Roberson, author and
truc cxprl on pelagic birds. Sincc hc will bc warching this
prcsentetion of my flcdgling cxpericnccs, I'tl bc in thc bact of
thc rmm humbly showing slidcs in a sort of "what you could
see" format. Hopc I labelcd thcm right.

This is also thc timc of ycar to go to thc Marin Hcadlands and
join thc Golden Gatc Raptor Obscrvatory as thcy count hswts
in migrarion. Lr$ ycar there wcrc record numbcrs of Broad-
winged hawks, onc of rhc six Butcos (soaring hawks) wc gcr in
the Bay Area and thc rarcsq being hcrE only a shat timc duing
migration. Thc other fivc. of coursc, arc hc Rcd-tailcd, Red-
shouldcred, Rough-lcggcd, Fcrruginous, and Swainson's
I-lawks.

And, spcaking of raptors, it's my hopc !o bcgin a ncw projcct
early next year, likc January, doing a Goldcn Eaglc ncst ccnsus
on Mt. Diable. volunrc€rs would go out on tllc mounain
watching for displaying cagles intcnt on breeding, track thcm,
and watch for ncsts. At this point lhcrc arc no lmown sites on
the mountain, but we do know they arc thcre. And meybc, if I
can gct thc rcquircd ticenscd pcoplc, and gct Dcpartmcnt of
Flsh and Game and Statc Park pcrmission, the chicks could bc

bandcd. If you are intercsEd. watch fG sign-ups at mcctings or
call me.

The dala from our first yelr of thc Rail Project arc now bcing
hbulatcd and written up. Voluntecrs survcyed 12 sitcs on a 45
milc front from the Richmond Bridge !o thc Antioch Bridgc.
Wc did find Clapper and Black Rails. We hope thar when this
study is complcted in 1994, we can gct staE help in rcmoving
rtd foxcs from somc of thesc arcas and rcsoring somc of trc
habitaL (Hcy, I can &eam, cant I?)

Wc also havc completcd our second year of thc Bunowing Owl
Projcct. Projcct Dirccor David Dcsante will bc our guest
spcakcr in Ocober to tcll us about this critical surdy.

Finalty, we havc finishcd thc Peregrine Projecq aI lcasr for thc
forse€able fuure. Wc helpcd placc twclve Peregrinc chicks on
the mountain of which an fledged Four birds have retumcd so
far and wc hope thcy will start ncsdng ncxl year.

So gct out of thc housc this month. Go pclagic birding. Go
hawk watchinS. Comc o thc meeting and sce mc bc humblc.

MEETINGS AND CLASSES

75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Golden Gatc Audubon c€lcbrarcs its 75ah snnivcrsey m Sunday,

oclobcr 4 ar FL Mason in San Fnncisco. Nationd Audubon
Scicty hcsidcnt Pctcr Bcrlc will bc thc spccid gucst, rd 0tc
kcynotc spcakcr will bc rcnowl€d scicndsc, Natbnd Audubon
Bmrd mcrnbcr, and ofiot of Populotion Bonb ud Tlu Birfur's
Hondbook, Paul Ehrlich. Fcstivitics 

",i[ 
bcsm 8t 6:30 p.m.,

in Confcrcncc Room A- I on thc first fl@r of Building A u Fr
Mason, ncar thc Merine. Admission is $12 pcr pcrson for
mcmbcrs of GGAS and $15 for nor-mcmbcrs. Thc spc is
limitcd, so rcscrve your tickcts row by rnding you chccl fr
thc numbcr of tickcts dcsir.d !o tlE GGAS oflicc ct 2530 San

Pablo Avcnuc, Suitc G, Bcrlclcy, CA%1A. Cdl lhc C,GAS

offrcc at (510) &43-2222 for mcc infarnrtidt.

FALL FIELD CLASS
Norah Bain's fdl clrss, suiteblc for bcginning and inlrrmcdi.tc
birdcrs, will mcct on Trrcsdeys, Ocobcr 20 through l{ovcmbcr
17, 9:00 a"m. to l:m p.m. Emphcis will bc m shacbirds,
raptors, wintcring lend birds and somc warcrfowl. Rcgistmtbn
is $59 for Orinda rcsidcnts, S5l for nsr-rqsirbnts. Rcgisntion
bcgins on Scptcmbcr l0 et fic Orinds Community Ccnlcr, 26
Orinda Way. Orinda, CA94563,2Y-245. Rcgiscr in pcrson

or by mail. For morc dcteils, call Nceh ar 2tl-4516.

FALL BIRDING CL.ASSES
Thrcc cvcning bird classas taught by J@ It/brlrn will sErt on
Scptcmbcr 8, 9, and 10. All clessc,s mcct from 7:m to 9:30
p.m. in Rmm 222, Merinz Mi(ldlc School, 3500 Fillmorc *
Bay StrccL Ficld Omithology I mccs on Trrcsdays end is an

inroduction to birds ard birding. Fbld Omitholos/ U rnccls m
wcdncsdays and is a continuing in{cph sEdy of wetcr birds.
Ficld Omithology III mcrts on Thusdrys md is e cmtinuing
sordy of land binds. Thcsc classcs arc cndorscd by tltc Goldcn
Gate Audubon Society. Fc€.s arc $55 for cach scvcn weck
coursc. Prc-rDgistrarion is rccommcndcd. For information call
thc City Collcgc of San Francisco, Community Scrviccs Offrcc
a. (4t, 267 4514 u (415) 561- 1840.

BAY SHORE STUDIES
Becomc a Bay Shorc Studics voluntccr by signing up for thc
fall training classcs, hcld on Fridays, suning Scptcmbcr 18,

from 9:00 a.m. !o nmn. Lcam about thc Bay and how o lcad
the studcns on ficld trips !o thc cdgc of thc Bay, No back-
ground in science or te€Ehing is rcquircd; all that is rrcrded is an

interest in $e outdmrs and e dcsirc to sherc it wirh children.
Cdl Mcryl Sundovc at the Richardson Bsy Audubon Ccnter,
(4f 5) 388-2524, for morc information.

WESTERN FIELD ORNITHOLOGI STS CONFERENCE
The San Francisco Bay Bird Obscrvabry is hosring rhc 1992

WIo Confcrcncc, ScpEmber l8 to 20, at fic Holiday Inn in
Sunnyvale. Confcrence evcnts includc ficld and pelagic trips, a

full day of speakers, and an evening banqucl Call SFBBO ar
(408) 966548 for more information.

a



NEW MEMBERS

Wc arB pleascd to welcome thcsc new MDAS mcmbcrs and hope
to mcct fiem at our activities: Be[y Bias, Steven Billington,
Ross Bonandcr, Pat Brown, Patricia G. Burnham, Pat Carhey,
Virginia Clcmcnt, Norman Constantinc, Mrs. A. M. Dachs,
Frcdcrica Delamain, Roscmary Frazier, Kcrry Freeman, Mardi
Garccn, lvlary George, Judirh Gcnhon, Jan Glossman, Ronald
Halsnc, Mary Ann Halvorson, Yictoria Harrigan, Deborah
Hibbs, Bcverly Jacobs, Lois Hochcnaucr, Rich Johansen, Dr.
Edward Johnson, Barbara G. Joncs, Melanic Kc€lcr, Steyan
Kecton, Carol Kcm, Bill Knudtson, Carol [,ane, Jean l.awthcr,
Dr. and M$. Pctcr Loret, Roderic Lucas, Elizabcth Lutz, fte
Mathcws family, Hclcn MccutlGh, Ingrid McQueen, Dcnnis
Moriz, David Odom, Wanda Pccts, Faith Pcmbcron, Elizabcth
Pcrcz, Rob Pctcrka, Claudia PiEs, John Pmrbawgh, Jcff
Poplin, Paul Pryor, June Ratterman, Jamcs Rrlcy, C. B.
Schwarz, Ellcn Shapim, William Smith, Barbara Tippu, Ka$e
Tomlinson, Tom Trent, Kathle€n Vctter, Kenncth Whitham,
and Jack and Lucille Whltney.

Scptcmber 1992

SPECIAL EVENT

CONTRA COSTA CONSERVATION LEAGUE

Thc Lcaguc cordidly requcsls your prcscncc at "From Rio 1o

Reality" fcaudng our vcry own Congrcssnan, thc Honomblc
George Millcr, Chairman, Commiuc€ on Interior and Insulrr
Affairs. Gcorgc Miller led the U. S. Congrcssional Dclcgation
to the E:arlh Summit in Rio de Janeiro. Now he's back with
an inside rcport on thc Earth Surnmit and thoughts linting
that global gathering to our wort hcrc at home.

Join us on Saturday, Septembcr l2h ar lhc Mardncz Rcgional
Shorclirc for Gcorgc Millcr's kcynotr addnrs. AIso fcaturd is
an awards ccrcmony honoring rcgional cnvironmcntal achicvc-
mcn6, md a lunch u Cefc Romano. R.S.V.P. to thc Lindsay
Muscum at 935-1983. Lunch at Cafc Romano, a modcralely
priccd esrablishmcnq is at your own cxpcnsc. Don't hesitatcl
Call in those R.S.V.P.'S today. Wc lmk forward to secing
you at "From Rio to Rcality.'
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Oclober Program:

The Burrowing Owl Project

For our October I program, Dr. David De Sante,
Executive Director of the Institute for Bird Popula-
tions, will speak on the lnstitute's involvement in the
census of Burrowing Owls in Califomia. This small
ground-dwelling owl seems to be declining in many
areas and the Institute is trying to document the
changes. Mt. Diablo Audubon Society is currendy
assisting the Institute in this program, with ten of our
members helping to count the owls in our area. Join
us for this informative presentation.

Gcneral meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Socicty
are held on the fint Thursday of cvery month from
September through June. Our meeting place is thc
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting timcs are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 ProgramThe lnstitute for Bird Populations is a non-profit

organization for scientific research, conservation,
and education. The Institute was established in 1989
to champion a global approach towards changes in
bird populations.

Birding information for October will focus on how
and where to bird with small children. Denise
Wight, mom to a six-year-old and a two-year-old,
will also point out common pidalls that parents or
caregivers might encounter and how to avoid them.

New Treasurer: We are happy to announce that a
new treasurer has been found to uke over from Brian
Elder who is leaving us in October. Pam Keiser was
introduced at the September General Meeting and we
encourage all of you to come meet her and welcome
her to her new position. She and Brian are working
on u-ansferring bookkeeping and other information
and Pam will be ready to take over when Brian
Ieaves. We welcome her to this position and to the
MDAS Board.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, October 8,
at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Barbara B urek, 157 Mt.
Kennedy Dr., Maninez, 229-0394. Board meetings
are open to all interested members.a



CONSERVATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

WHO IS BEING SERYED?
Oft timcs painters draw idyllic scenes showing lush ficlds
strewn wilh gorgeous wildflowcrs, budding wceds, and, at
dmes, including a bovinc creature of some dcscription.
Would'st lhe rcal world wcrE so. All of which brings us to
Mt. Diablo, onc of our major shte parks. The mounl,ain, par-
ticutarly in the spring, can be as pretty as anything an anist
would paint. Then again, the bcaut green hitls may wclt have
few o NO wildflowes. Thc creekbanks may be disrurbed to a
disastrous degrec. Onc "might" note there arc old growths of
oats, but few young oak Eecs.

Then we have the group, an extention of thc Pcregrine Project,
that plans to rctum thc flora and fauna on Mt. Diablo to their
histDric status. Onc ohcr major poinu tlre Gencral PIan for
Mt. Diablo Sate Park was hammered out alrcr extensivc hear-
ings, discussions, and l€ttcrs. People spcnt hours, days,
wcck, months, and ye€rs trying to devclop a Ptan that would
makc it possible to rctum the mountain to prisune condidon.
A major element involved the reducuon and,/or the climinadon
of cattle grazing on the mountain.

All seemed to be going well. It appearcd mosa cattlc grazmg
would bc climinatcd. The mountatn (and Mom Narure) could
tien restorc itsclf with, of course, the hclp of some intcrcsted,
willing people.

Ncver underestrmate trtc power of politics. A fcw weeks ago
thc Sattlers, long-time watchcrs of the ML Diablo sccne and
well known to MDAS people, indicated "something" was
afoot, re disconl.inuancc of cattle grazing. Alerted, MDAS
membcrs along with many otrers wrorc Donald W. Murphy,
Director, Califomia Department of Parks and Recreation,
urging compliance with the General Plan. That meant cattle
grazing on ML Diablo would be a NO NO. Lo and behold a
decision was announced. Cattlc grazing would be continucd on
tie mountain no[ for just a short time but for ten more years.

The name of a loca.lly prominent political figure has been
mentioned as onc person who had "something" to do with tlis
infamous decision. Clcarly, the General PIan requircments
have becn ignored. Onc wouldn't do that berausc of a concem
for catdc having a nicc place o dine. Regardless of WHY, thc
ill-conceived decision MUST not be permined to slznd. You,
mc, and everybody should bc, to borrow a bit from a reccnt
movle, "MAD AS H--- and we aren'l going to ake it any-
more." It.s YOUR park, DO something!!!!! You could even
writc Mr. Donald Murphy, Director, Deparment of Parks and
Recrcation, P. O. Box 942896, Sacramcnto, CA 942960001.

Octobcr 1992

WETLANDS
It is suspccted every MDAS mcmber is awarc of tic fact therc
is a polirical campaign underway. In this state, voters will be
electing a president, a vice-president, and two scnators; evcry
member of the Congress is also up for elc4uon. Rcmember
that the hesidcnfs Wedand Delin€tion Manual was listcd in
the Federal Registcr many monlhs ago. ImplemenlalJon of
that infamous documcnt is ftcoreUcally now possiblc at any
Lime. Most exprls, including the Administration's own EPA,
indicate full implemenEtion would cause loss of about 507a of
thc nation's remaining wctlands. Wc say such a situation
would bc an environmcnEl disaser. Worry about it? You
bet! Once a wcdand is gone due to some developmcnt projecl
it is usually gone forcvcr. Thc losses of animals, bugs, bces,
birds, and inverobratcs could wcll bc vcry serious. In fact, thc
losscs could creatc irrevcrsible environmental conditions.

TI]E MONSTER IS STILL WITH US
Monster, monskous, odious, probably ugly. All such fancy
words arc applicable b thc proposed, visionary Mid State Totl
Road. A major goal of Bay Area conservation organizations is
!o modvate hundreds of poplc to auend rhe January hcaring of
thc State Route 4 Bypass Autionty (more on that in a later
Qua ) al:,d raise objections to the proposed projcct Goldcn
Gate, Ohlonc, and MDAS Audubon chaptcrs and the Califomia
Transrt League are asking members to comment on the EIR
for the East County Corridor. WRITE !o your city council,
urgrng the council to adopt a rcsolution opposing thc Toll
Road. Pcoplc complain, 'My vote doesn't counl" This is
YOUR chancc to exprcss views to dccision makers. Your
voice will be heard. It appcaB to us ftc planning routc for thc
lnfamous Toll Road is likcly to bc full of pot holcs, dclous,
and stop signs.

THE DELTA .- STATUS THEREOF
The Sacramento Bee asscrted in an cdilorial, "In almost any
olher slate, one not so blessed with popular attractions as Cali-
fornia, the Sacramenb-San Joaquin Delta would bc masurcd as
an ineplaceablc natural and recreational resourcc....' Statc
Senator Parick Johnson has uged he creation of a spccial
mmmission to 'save thc Delta.' 'Why?' you ask. Therc is a
proposal now "in the mill' lo crcatc a golf course on Shcrman
Island, an undeveloped tract at the wcstem apex of the Delt4
near Antioch. Johnson is convinced if thc golf coursc is cvcr
created, soon hereafrcr thc arca will be surroundcd by costly
dwellings. "Bay 4r* commuter subdivisions would sproul
along thc Carquinez Strait." Other development projecs will
be marching all acmss thc Delh. tlclta wetlands, oftcn lustt
farmland, and rccreadonal arcas now availablc to the public
would becomc pnvale properly. lt would not be many yea$
before tie Delta as wc havc known it would be CONE, covered
wrth houscs and concrele. The Bee cditorializcd, 'Thc Dclu is
far morc than just the splgot for Calrfornia's kcy watcr-
redrstribution systems. It is a uniquc area, a kcy part of San
Joaquin's heritage, a source of pride. It must be preservcd."
Weagree!!!l!
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ps arc opcn to members and nonmembers alikc. carpm
limc is dcparture dme. Carpool expcnse: 5 ccnts per mile
pcr ndcr is suggesled; olts and entry fe€s are shared equally
by drivcr and riders. Bring binocutars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzle; if in doubt, call leader up to

time.hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field trio:
Catcgory l: Easy, littlc or no walking, smmth paths

Category 2: Modera@, 1 mile or more, possibly rough:
some trrps may have sub-trips of varying difficulty.
Persons with physical limrtations can participatc in the

easier wa.lk.

Catcgory 3: Single long hike 24 miles may include rough
trails or steep grades.

Salurday, October 3, Outer Point Reyes. Carpool 6:30
a.m., Acalanes Avc., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just nonh of
SR24. Mcc( at Drake s Beach at 8:30 a.m. Cmss San Ralael
Bndgc. From US 101, take San Rafael cxit, go 2 bl6ks, um
left onto 3rd St. In San Ansckno, lum right onto Sir Francis
Drale Blvd. At SR1, [lrn nght 0.25 mile, then left onto Bcar
Valley Rd. for about 3 miles, thcn onto Sir Francis Drake
agarn. Continue 14 milcs to Drake's Beach Rd. on left. Coast

birds, migmns, and possible eastern vagranls.

Leader: Pat MacEachen, 934-3041 Catggory 2

Wednesday, October 7, San Mateo Coast. Carpool 7:15
a.m. a[ El Cerro Blvd., west of I-680. Mect at 9:00 a.m. in
parking lot off SRI opposite Pescadero Road. Cross the San

Mateo Bridge, continue west on SR92 to Half Mmn Bay, go
lcft on SRI for 15 miles to Pescadcro Rd., turn nght in(o
parking lot. Occan and shorebirds, possible mlgrants.
Lcader: Stcvc Glover,829-7207 Category 2

Thursday, October 15, Mt. View Sanitary Plant. Meet at
9:00 a.m. ar. parking lot at the plant Take Pacheco BIvd. exit
from I-680, turn right onto Aflhur Rd. and go under the frec-
way. Arthur turns Ieft, then right; at lhe second tum, tum
sharp lc[[ onto a non-county mainl.ained road. Follow thc road
into the sanilary plant. Trails may be muddy. Close-up looks
at dabbling ducks; possible bittems and heron.

Leadcr: Shirley Ellis,939-9091 Category I

Saturday, Octobcr I7, Special MDIA/MDAS Field Trip
to Mt. Diablo. Meet at Rock City at 8:00 a.m. for an casy
walk. Thc spccral event, "Autumn on fie Mountain," is
sponsored by Mt- Diablo Interpretive Association.
kadcr: Mary Jane Culver, 682{509

Sal.urday, October 24, Abbott's Lagoon. Carpool 7:@
a.m., Acalancs Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just north of
SR24. Mce[ 8:30 a.m. al Beff Vallcy Vrsitor's Center, Point
Rcycs. Cross the San Rafael Bridge. From US '101, Eke the
San Rafacl exit, go 2 blocks, and l,urn lcft onto 3rd St. In San

Ocbber 1992

Ansclmo, urn nghl onto Sir Francis Drake Blvd. At SRl,
um right 0.25 milc, left onto Bcar Valley and left again ino
rhe Visitor's Centcr. Waterfowl, shorebirds, and possibly
hawks or cagles. Carry lunch and liquids.
Leader: Denise Wight,3'10-7342 Caregory 3

Wednesday, October 28, Alamedr South Shorc. Carpool
7:30 a.m., Acalanes Ave., off Plqsant Hill Rd., jusl north of
SR24. Meet at 8:15 a.m. at Broadway and Shoreline Ave. in
Alameda. Take SR24 to I-880, and go south o the Govem-
ment Island cxrt. Continue on Kenncdy St. to bridgc appoach.
Alameda sidc of bridge is Park SL Continuc on Park; lcft on

Shorclinc. Park at end of Broadway or on Bayview. Closc-up
views of a wide varicty of shorcbirds: Clapper Rails pmsible.

l,eader: Elizabeth Dickey,254-0486 Carcgory I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

SAN MATEO COAST, August l.
Thcre was fog in the morning, clcaring in thc aftcrnmn. Ninc
birders saw many of thc early coastal migran6: Elegant. Tcms,
Wandering Tatdcr, Surfbird, and Black Oystcrcatchcrs. Those

birden who cnded thc day at Princeon saw a flock of Sooty

Shearwaters swcep close o shore. 60 spccies sccn and hcard
plus 6 additional specics aI Princeton.

Elizabeth Dickcy

BODEGA BAY, August 15.

Wi(h Emperaures amund 100" in Contra Costa County, bidcrs
spcnt a cml, pleasanl day nc€r thc mcan. Thc group was up-
beat and congenial and thc birds were cooperalive. Sighting
highlighb included Smty Shcarwater, Osprey with fish, Great
Homed Owt, Sora and Vtginia Rails, Elegant Tcrn, American
Rcdslart, and Red-necked Phalarope. A tolal of 77 spccies was

seen by 2l fonunatc birders.
Shirley Eltis
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Please send observations to Stcve Glovcr,
333 Goshcn CL, San Ramon, CA94583,or call829-7207.

Pleasc includc your telephone number with your observations.

Red-necked Grebe: I on 824 at Limanour Beach, Marin Co.
(GF, MP)
Black-vented Shearwater: -30 on 8/31 off Pes.adero Beach.
(sG, RL)
Fork-tailed Storm-Perel: 2 on 8/18 off Abbott's kgmn, Pu
Reycs. (GF, MP) Also on RBA.
Ashy Storm-Dctrcl: I still presenl. on 8/18 at Hayward Re-
gional Shoreline. (SG)
Brown Booby: still present on 829 at $e Farallons. (FG)
Amcrican White Pelican: 8 on 8R I at Briones Regional Park.
(JA)
Pelagic Cormorant: 3 on 880 at t}re old Albany dump and I
on 8f30 at the cnd of Marina Way, Rrchmond. (SG)
Wood Duck: 3 on 914 on ponds at thc intcrsertion of Geary
and Calaveras ncar Sunol. (SG)
Black Scotcr: I on 9/5 at the end of Manna Bay Pkwy- in
Richmond. (BR, SG)
Whitc-wingcd Scoter: I ma.lc on 8n2 fid 8130 at the end of
Harbor Bay Pkwy., Atameda (SG); 2 on 8/30 at the end of
Marina Way (SG).
Osprey: I on 821 at Bnones RP. (JA)
Norlhem Harrier: 1 rmmature on 8/9 at Briones RP. (JA)
Wild Turkey: I on 9/1 at Pine Pond, Mt. Diablo State Park.
(KH)
Virginia Rail: I on9/4 at Sunol RP. (SG)
Lcsser Golden-plover: 5 on 8p2 and 825 and 10 on 8/31 at
the SpalctB Ranch, Pt. Reyes. (FB, EL, MJC, BG)
Lcsser Yellowlegs: 1 on 760 at Briones RP. (JA)
Wandenng Tattler: I on 8R0 along Harbor Bay Pkwy. and I
on 860 at thc old Albany dump. (SG)
Bar-rarled Godwiu I juvcnile on 822 (SC, RL, GF, FB, EL)
and 825 (FB, MJC, BG) at Abbou's Lagmn. Also on RBA.
Baird's Sandpiper: 3 on 8/18 (GF, MP),5 on 822 (FB, EL,
GF, SG, RL) and 5 on 825 (FB, BG, MJC) all at Abbou's
lagoon; at least 7 on 8/31 al Ai'lo Nuevo (SG, RL).
Red Phalarope: 4 on 8/18 at Abbott's Lagoon. (GF, MP)
Parasitic Jaeger: l juvenile on 9/4 (BR) and on 9/5 (SG) at
Hayward RS.
Long-tarled Jacger: l adull. on 9/4 ar Hayward RS. (BR) First
Alamcda County record.
Casoian Tcm: I on 826 at Bishop Ranch Business Park, San
Ramon. (SG)
Least Tcrn: 70 on 8/l I ar Alamcda South Shore. (FB, MJC)
Black Tem: I on 8/18 along Hwy. 37 (GF, MP): I on 822 at
Abbott's Lagoon (GF, SG, RL).
Vaux's Swift: 4 on 881 at Briones RP. (JA)
Olive-sidcd Fll,catcher: I on 8/31 at Brioncs RP. (JA)
Willow Flycatcher: I on 9/l at Plne Pond (KH);2 from 9/l
to 9, at Hayward RS (RL, BR, SG).

Ocrober 1992
Least Flycatchcr: I on 8/31 at fic Llghthousc, Pt. Rcyes.
(GF, N,IP)

Fork-tailed Flycatcher: I on 9/5 (GF, BR, SG, FB, MJC)
and 9/6 (FG) ncar Bridgehaven, Sonoma Co. First record for
thc cntrrc Wcst Coast.
Tcnncssce Warbler: I on 978 at Hayward RS. (BR)
Magnolia Warblen I on 9/4 at $e Filzgerald Marine Reservc,
San Mateo Co. (FG)
Blackpoll Warbler: I on 8/31 at Brioncs RP (JA), may be only
the se.ond county rccord; I on 8/31 at the Fish Dmks (GF,
MP, FB, BG, MJC, EL).
Clay-colored Sparrow: I on9t7 at llayward RS. (BR) Proba-
bly only thc third Alameda Counly and Eas[ Bay rc.cord.
Lark Bunting: 1 adult femalc on 92 at Hayward RS @R, SG,
MDAS), founh r"st Bay record, all rccords from tlRsi 1 femalc
on 8/31 ncar tle Nuncs Ranch (GF, MP).
Fox Soarrow: 1 on 9/8 at Hayward RS. (BR) Early?
Red Crossbill: 2 described from hcr kfayettc yard ot 8l2A,
(JS)

Obscrvcrs: John Ascher, Florence Bcnneu, Mary Jane Culver,
George Finger, Betty Callagher, Frank Gardner, Stcvc Glover,
Kevin HinLsa, Eugenra l:rson, Ron Lmdcman, Marjorie Plant,
Bob Rrchmond, Joan Schimmclman.

For rnformatron and updates on rare birds in thc Bay ArEa and
northcm Califomia, call thc Northem Calilornia Rare Bird
Alen, (510) 528-0288.

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

School has sr.afled but it's no[ oo late to (hink of fte Audubon
Advcntures pmgram. Audubon Advenlures is a bi-monthly
newpaper for cach student, plus a eacher's guide, for tiird
through sixth graders. The newspaper covcrs diffcrcnt arcas of
envlronmental education.

Won't you think about sponsoring a class? Hclp our young
pcoplc appreciate their world. The fee is $30.00 per class.
Male checks payable to Nadonal Audubon Society and rnail to
Shercc Doucer.tc, 3642 Granzolto Dr., Concord, CA 94519.

SPONSOR: Name:
Address:
New Renewal

SCHOOL NAME:
Grade 

- 

No. Students
Teacher's name:
School Address:
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A SPECIAL MDAS THANK.YOU
'ihc Mt. Drablo Audubon Society and hc MDAS Board
of Ducctors would like to offcr a special thank you ro Mike
Williams and Wild Birds Unlimited for their donarions during
the past year. Mike and Wild Birds donated 57o of all sales to
MDAS members at the sbre each monh !o Mt. Diablo, for a
toul ot almost $3000.00. This was most welcome dudng the
financial strains of the last year and allowed us to honor our
commimcn[s to support wildlife and the envrronmenL During
the coming ycar Mrke and Wild Bids have pledged a monthly
donation to MDAS of $150, which will allow rhe Board to
plan our budgct for the ycar more easily. We are vcry grateful
for this past and conunuing suppon of our chaptcr.

EVENTS AND TOURS

RAINFOREST POTLUCK
World Rainforest Week (Ocober 17-25) is a rime for pmple
hroughout the world to fmus on the need to save tJle world's
tropical ralnforests. It is a time m raise awareness of issucs, to
brarnsl.orm about solutions, and to celebratc in he proclss. A
rainforcst potlucMetter-writing party will bc hcld on Saurday,
October 17, at the homc of Jill Hedgecock, 536 Coralic Drive
in Walnut Creek. Potluck dishes should include at lmst onc
ingredrent. from the rarnforcsl, c.g., cashews, brazll nuls, com,
coffee, or bananas. t tter-r*'riting materials wrll bc availablc
or you can relax and warch an informadve video on rainforest
problems. For morc informalion, call Jill Hedgeaock ar (510)
256-8270. See you tiere!!!!

CHINA BIRDING TOLIR
Join Chinese experts in exploring six South China prorected
wrntcr bird migratory areas wherc 200 bird specres arc found
Hike ancicnt paths in tre majestic, sacred mounlains of Lushan
and Huangshan. Visit the sitcs of ancicnt China and devclop
rnsighs ino lhe culturc of today's China. Thc 2t-day tour
wrll sun in Fcbruary, 1993, and limircd spacc is available.
The pricc is $2749, which includes a donation !o Audubon
Canyon Ranch. For morc informauon. call Elaine Senf of
Marin Audubon at (415) 332-2'181.

NATURE SHARING SEM]NAR FOR TEACHERS
Robcrt Frutos of the Sharing Nature Foundation will give a
seminar on Joseph Comell's philosophies on naturc education,
following Comell's books Sluring Nature with Children and
Sharing the Joy of Natwe. Learn to maximize your abilities
as an educabr and use the outdmrs as a Eaching resourcc. The
semrnar will be Saturday, October 10, from 9:00 a.m. to l:00
p.m. a[ the EnvLonmenhl Educauon Ccnter, Alviso. Register
by scnding your chcck for $25 ro Explorc rhc Wlld! Scminars,
San Francisco Bay Wildhfe Sociery, P. O. Box 524, Ncwark,
cA 94560.

From Wild Birds Unlimited
720 Contra Costa Blvd.
Ple€sant Hill, CA 798-0303

FALL BIRDSEED
SPECIAL PRICES

- Now Through October 31, 1992 -

FREE BIRDSEED STORAGE: buy your entirc season's supply
during the sc€d salc and pick it up as you necd it. You benefit
fiom fte lowcst prices available and you only havc to tate
homc what you can easily sbre.

Special Suct Salc
Cakes 30.30 Off
Tubs 50.60 Off

(Ihrough l0B ll92)

Visit &e slore for your FREE copy of "Guidc and Catalog to
Backyard Bidfeeding" - Fall and Winter Edition. We now have
a new seasonal guidc which combines advicc about auracting
birds and the pmducts to help you enjoy your hobby of backyard
birdfccding.

PARryTIME!
September 26, 1992, from 9:30 a.m. !o 5:m p.m.

Wild Byrdc Jcwelry will havc a trunt show of all 80O+ of rhcrr

lewclry designs - all day!
The Lindsay Museum will bring somc of 0reir birds for display
rn tre slorc from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Thcsc priccs cre l57o OFF our rcgular prices

DELUXE BLEND. ffi i#
(357o sunflowcr, 20?o sttTower,457o whilc millc|

WOODLAND MIX r 7.65
( 1070 oil sunflower , l57o rd mtlles- 757o white millct)

OIL SUNFLOWER
STRIPED SUNFLOWER
SUNFLOWER CHIPS (medium)
SAFFLOWER
WHITE MILLET
CRACKED CORN

THISTLE
s rb. $8.71 l0 rb. $16.36 25 lb. $38.33 50 lb. $72.00

12.75

. Originel Custon Mixcs

lt.47
19.55

2r.25
13.18
7.fi
NA

19.50

36.55
40.80
23.75
t2.32
12.96

o



NEW MEMBERS

Wc warmly grcet these new MDAS members we hopc to mc€t

in person at meetings and trips: Kaue Bodenman, Scott Breed,

David L. Budd, Lillian Cram, Carmcn Duaflc, Phyllis Ford,
Roben Grc€ne, Alice Hcwlet! Susan James, Luana Klabunde,

Anita knkford, tlnce l:rscn, Kristoffer Lindquist, Chrisophc
Pothier, Deborah Raincs, Pat Shelton, John SEllkamp, Sondra

Sein, Yvonnc Suuon, Cynthia Trahan, Mrs. Robert Webbcr,

Susan Wcst, and Charles Winslow.

Ocrobcr 1992

SAVE 507o
ON THE BEST OF EYERYTHING

AND
HELP YOUR CHAPTER

MDAS this year will again offer the ENTERTAINMENT
book. No mattcr what your lifestyle, with this wondcrful
book of 507o discount coupons, you can savc on bolh ltnc and

casual dining, thcarer, movies, sports, travel and more, starling
NOW.

Eight diffcrEnt Norlhem Califomia cditions arc availablc plus

ovcr 100 cdidons covering both the U. S. and Canada for gifl
giving.

ENTERTAINMENT '93 books arc $40 each ($8 Socs o our

chapEr). Pick up onc al the rEgular me€tings or at Wild Birds

Unlimitcd at 720 ConEa Costa Blvd., Pleasant Hill, or call

Ba$ara vaughn at 37G8732.
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November Program:

Shell Marsh

Shell Marsh is a treasure of a wetland in our own
Contra Costa County. The name evokes images of
Canada Geese, Black-necked Stilts, and ducks, lots
of ducks in winter, including Blue-winged Teal,
Nonhem Shovelers, and occasiona.lly a Eurasian
Wigeon. It also evokes memories of the disastrous
oil spill of four years ago, of oiled Bam Swallows,
tunles, and, of course, those beautiful ducks. We
remember AI McNabney standing before us telling us
how imponant it was to save this wetland.

Dick Bogaen has been the biologist for Mt. View
Saniury Wetlands Systems for the past ten years.
Join us at our November 5 general meeting when
Dick will give a presentation on the ecology of Shell
Marsh and Mt. View Sanitary District wetlands. He
will discuss the various bird species and general
wildlife he has encountered. Dick will also speak on
how the spill affected the marsh and the future of
Shell Marsh in general.

November birding information will be presented by
Mike Williams, who will show us various examples
of bird houses and feeders and give us tips on how
to attract birds to our yards.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birdin g Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, November
12, at7:30 p.m., at the home of AI McNabney, 1161
l.eisure [ane, #7, Walnut Creek, 945-1785. Board
meetings arc open to all interested members.

Ngfe: The Nimbus Fish Hatchery field trip has been
cancelled The fish hatchery is closed because of lack
of water. A freld trip to Bodega Bay will replace the
fish hatchery trip; see Field Trips on Page 3 for more
detail.o



CONSERYATION NOTES

By Al McNabney

WETLANDS
Thc National Geographic, a magazine of somc note, has hit a

new high for cnvironmcntal cffcctivcncss. Reymone G.
Mitchcll, a writer who scems to know something about wet-
tands, joins with photographcrs Raymond Gehman and Jrm
Richardson to present the ABSOLUTELY GREAT article
'Our Disappearing WETLANDS." Read this article in fte
OCTOBER, 1992, cdition. THEN, show it to your fricnds
who may not know as much as you do about thc importance
of wctlands. Once you've donc such, rcmember the Presidenl's
Wetland Delinearion Manual, a disastrous documenl Even his
own EPA dircclor prcdicls implcmcntation will cost us about
507o of our rcmaining wetlands. Then remcmber, too, that
this infamous document was published in the U. S. Federal
Rcgistcr many months ago. All it takes now to effcctuate
thosc policics will bc the Prcsident's signaturc. Sure, somc
shtes will do their bcst to prcvcnt furthcr wedand destruction.
Sure, somc countics and cities will do likcwise. But hc powcr
of thc Federal Govemment will bc against such jurisdictions.

WETLANDS IN CONIRA COSTA COUNTY
Conua Cosa County is in the process of completing a com-
prchcnsivc study of wcUand are€s. It is cxpecM thc study and
a wcdands ordinancc will bc approved and in cffcct by the cnd
of 1992, so says Contra Costa County Supervisor Chair
Sunne Wright McPeak. That's thc good news. Thc bad news
is thal just when we thought Shell Marsh was out of harm's
way, along comcs CaVTrans with the idea of consuucting a

second bridge to thc EAST of the cxisdng George Millcr Jr.
slruclure. The proposcd route "mighf takc thc traffic right
through Shell Marsh. I[ secms environmcntal battles are ncvcr
won. hogress (?) keeps rearing is head, demanding more and
more from our natural world.

DAUGHERTY VALLEY
Are you ready for a brand new city in southem Conlra Costa
County? Thafs whar dcvelopers and planners arc proposing-
I I,m0 new homes, all filled with people, which equaEs 10 an

esdmated 25,000 happy (?) souls. A similar nearby projcct,
altltough not quitc so large, involvcs a proposal by the Wrnda-
mere peoplc. If one ftinks about such matters, it bccomcs
clear massivc development prolecs really do NOT pay their
way. Gail Bishop argues the cnvironmental side of thc ssue,
whilc Sue Raney hkes a much drfferent tack. tnterestingly,
Brshop is also opposed to thc MONSTER TOLL ROAD,
whrlc Raney is a proponenL Both are candidates to succced re-
tiring 3rd Dlshct Supervisor Bob Schroder. (More on thc toll
road in a fulllre edidon of the Qu]il,)
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WHO REALLY PAYS.....
Governing bodies impose devclopmenl. fces on all sorls of
things. Such fees arc usually added to the price of dwcllings.
[:t's scc who rcally pays. First, wrth I 1,000 new homcs and

all thosc happy (?) p€oplc, lots of additional traffic will be

generated. 1680 and I-580 arc alrcady jam-pcked dudng he
commute hours. Putting more czrs on thosc rcads will result
in futhcr congestion and demands for MORE frceway lanes.

Who pys for thc addidonal Ianes or for massivc trallic delays?

Thc dcvelopcr usuatly won't be paying. The project will have

bccn completed and thc devcloper will have movcd on !o some

other pmject. Will thc new home buycrs PAY? Sure, homc
buyers may bc called on to pay a tiny ponion of thc cost of
any ncw freeway construcLion. The bulk of the cost will bc
bome by others.

How about hre and police protcction? Ncw fire stadons have

lo bc constructcd, manncd, and new cquipmcnt puchased.
Again, the quesdon, who pays? Not the dcveloper, or evcn thc
ncw rcsidents. New residens will pay a sharc, but thc cost is
sprcad. A probable result is olher propeny owners will be
faced with some new charge or fee added to their o rr rcquired
payments. Police protcction will call for additioml pcrsonncl
and equipmcnt. Costs will be added to thc taxcs (in onc way
or anolhcr) of not just tre ncw rcsidcnB. NO, many morc tar-
payers will find they havc new obligations (not usually referrcd
to as tax increases). The samc situations arise with rcspcct to
ncw schools, teachcrs, equipmcnt, and allicd costs.

Thcn wc havc watcr cosls. Whcrc das thc additional watcr
comc from? Does EBMUD have to construcl, a ncy dam to
providc adcquate soragc? If so, the coss will NOT fa.ll jusr
on thc new rcsidenls. Those costs will show up in thc water
bill of cvcryonc served by EBMUD. Furthcr, with additiona.l
demands for watcr, it is likely that the water QUALI'I-Y wiU
bc reduced

Maybe you didnt fiink thc Daughcny Valley projcct mcans
much to YOU! It might bc worthwhile o think again. When
you've done that, let YOUR supcrvisor know what you
fiink!!!!!

ELECIION 1992
Beforc thc next ediuon of this publication his your mailbox,
wc'll have undenaken and probably disposed of what I considcr
to bc THE most impoflant elecdon since I was first ablc to
vote. Those Califomians who vote will be crasting a ballot for
Presrdent, two Senators, and all membcs of the Congress.
Conlra Costa County voters will be clecdng Statc Scnanrs
and State Asscmbtymcrl, as we[ as County Supervisors. Wc
will cast ballots for a number of aspiring dccision makers
secking city council scats. Thc cntry of one H. Ross Pcrot
into the Prcsidentia.l race brings no particular solacc lo pcoplc
intcresEd in environmental issues.
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ps are open to members and nonmembers alike. Carpm
ume rs depaflure rime. Carpool cxpcnsc: 5 c€nts per ml
per rrder is suggested: olls and entry fees are shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, fietd guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzle; if in doubt, call leader up to

trme.hour bcfore

FIELD TRIPS

Difllculty of field trip:
Category l: Easy, little or no walking, smooth pahs
Catsgory 2: Moderale, I mile or morc, possibly rough;

some rips may havc sub-trips of varying difhculty.
Pcrsons with physical limitations can panicipatc in thc

easier walk.
Category 3: Singlc long hike 2-4 milcs may include rough

rails or steep grades.

Saturday, November 7, Limrnaour. Carpool at 7:00 a.m. al
Acalanes Avcnue, off Pleasant Hill Rd. just north of SRZ.
Mc€t at 8:30 a.m. at thc Bear Yallcy V$itor's Ccn@r, Pt.

Reycs. Cross the San Rafael Bridgc. From US 101, takc thc

San Rafael exit, go 2 blcks, and tum lcft onto 3rd SL In San

Ansclmo, tum right onto SL Francis Drakc Blvd. At SR I,
rum right 0.25 mile, left onlo Bcar Valley and left again ino
the Visitor's Ccnrcr. Shore birds, seabirds, and watcrfowl, as
well as land birds on the ridge. Trails may be muddy.
Leader: Steve Glover,829-7217 Cuegory 2

Wednesday, Novcmber 11, Charlcston Slough. Carpml
7:00 a.m. El Ceno Blvd., just west of I-680. Mc€t at 8:15
a.m. at end of Terminal Rd., Mountain View. Takc Dumbanon
Bridge and go south on US 101 to San Antonio Rd. exil Go
nor$ and e.iast on San Antonio and turn right onto Tcrminal.
Watcr, sa.lt marsh birds. Trails may be muddy.
Leader: Barbara Vaughr,376-8732 Category 2

Thursday, November 19, Bodcga Bay. Carpool 7:30 a.m. at
sourheast corner of thc Sun Valley parking lot. Mcet at 9:00
a.m. in the parking lot of the Tides Restaurant oppositc the

Unron 76 station on SR I in Bodega Bay. Take I{80 north
and I-780 west. In Valtcjo, go west on SR 37 and norh on

US l0l to thc Washington Ave. cxit in Petaluma. Follow
Bodega Highway west and turn right on SR I to Bodcga Bay.
Leader: Shirley Ellis,939-9091 Cacgory I

Saturday, November 21, Palo Alto Baylands. Carpool
7:00 a.m. at El Cerro Blvd., just wast of I-680. Me€t at 8:30
a.m. in the parkrng lot near Naturc Center at Baylands. Take
the Dunbanon Bridge to US l0'l soutlt. Take tle Embarcadem
cxit and go east on Embarcadero to stop sign. Go left toward
Yacht Harbor, follow road to end in parkrng lot on right. This
is a hrgh ridc day and we should see Clapper Rails and possrbly

Black Rails. Prepare for mud, cool breezcs. Thcrc is a lot of
wall.ing for he rails.
Leader: ElizabetJr Dickey, 254-M86 Category I
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Ertrue-Id0: Now ls lhe timc to make mote I reserval-ions for
thc Sacrameno refuges weekcnd trip, Dec€mber 5-6. Morcls in

wlllows, closest to thc Sacramento NWR, include lhe Best

Wcsrcm Inn, (916) 93446[3, and thc Blue Gum Inn, (916)

934-5401. Motels in Yuba City, closer o Gray Lodge, include

thc Bonarza Inn Best Westem, (916\ 674-88U, and the Motel

Orleans. (916) 674-15Y2.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

HAYWARD REGIONAL SHORELINE, Sepembcr 2.

Nine memben spent a glorious Wcdncsday morning wandering
around lhe always-productivc I-layward Shoreline. Hightights
included Lesser Yellowlegs, Wilson's Phalarcpc, Ruddy and

Black Tumstones, Rcd Knol. and tn'o Willow Flycatchers. Thc
standout bird was an adult fcmale Llrk Bunting which was

vicwed ar close distancc. 67 sp€cies lota].
Slcvc Glovcr

MOSS LANDING - SALINAS RIVER, Septembcr 12.

As a.lways, thc Moss Landing ar was ablc to providc us with
cxccptional birding. Despitc a watk through a sand dune tllat
was comparable to a dcah march, ftc fifte€n birdcn had a nicc
timc. Of our 95 spccics, highlights included Smty, Pink-
fmtcd, and Black-vented Shearwaters, several Ashy Storm-
petrcts, Pcctoral Sandpiper, and Tricolored Blackbid-

Stevc Glover

BOLINAS LAGOON, Septcmbcr u.
Clear, warm weather with gcntlc wind grcctcd scven mcmbers

and guess. Some of the sandbarc in thc lagoon wcrc covcrcd
with hordes of shorcbirds, and many ducks of scvcn spccies

werc on thc water. Bolinas Sewer Poncls were disappointing as

only threc individu,al birds were presenl Agate Beach ploductd
over 50 Smty Shearwaters flying low over the water. Afer we

had lunch at 5 Brooks, tcn Wood Ducks were seen on $e pond

and a numbcr of small birds wcrc found in thc sunounding
pines and willows. A blal of 84 specics was tallicd on the

day.

Jean Richmond

POINT DIABLO AND RODEO LAGOON, Septembcr 23.
Around lhe lagoon, srxte€n birdcrs observed the usual ducks,
egets, and gulls, with a Pc{toral Sandpiper and a few Wcstcm
and Le3st Sandpipers thrown in. At onc point, a Cmper's
Hawk flew across Ule lagoon and landed about 30 fcet away
from us in the brush betore hc realized we were thcre and beat a

hasty relreat. Wc then went up on thc hill and for tle ncxt
tirec hours obscrvcd over 100 accipiters (Shary-shinned or
Cooper's Hawks), Rcd-tailed Hawks, a Mcrlin, kestrcls, Red-

shouldered I-lawks, and 3 Broad-winged Hawks, of which onc
was a dark morph. 53 species in all.

Jim Lomax
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Please send observations to Stcvc Glover,
333 Goshcn CL, San Ramon, C A 94583, or ca1l829-72O7.

Please include your teleohone numbcr with !,our observations.

Streakld Shcarwater: I se€n on 929 from Montcrey
Coast Guard Pier. (C&TK, GF, JR) Prcsent tlfoughout thc
month: this is only the sixth Noflh Amcrican record, all from
Montercy Bay.
Shearwater spccies: High numbcrs of Smty, Pink-footcd, and
Black-vcntcd Shcarwaters noted from coast by many obscrvels,
including about 2 million Sooty Shearwaters in Monerey Bay
alone.
Tundra Swan: I on 9f2'l at Hayward Regional Shoreline.
(BR). Early.
Greater White-fronted Goose: 9 on 926 (BR, KII) and 34 on
927 (BR) ar Hayward RS.
Fcrruginous Hawk: 2 on 9128 on Dougheny Rd. cas of San

Ramon. (SG)

Lesser Golden-ploven 1 on 921 at Hayward RS. (KH, JL)
Mongolian Plovcr: L on 9ll7 (KH, SG, BR, GF) and 9/18
(JR, RR, BR) at Moss landing. Also on RBA.
Wilson's Plovcr: I on 9/17 (GM, BR, GF, KH, SG) and 9/18
(JR, RR, BR) at Moss trnding. Also on RBA. First rccord
for Norhem Califomia.
Stilt Sandpiper: I on 9/11 (JR, KH, GF) and 9/I4 (SG, JL.
MJC, FB) at Coyote Cre€k Ripanan Sution. Also on RBA.
!g[: 3, includrng one whitc-hffided adult, on 9/11 (JR, KH,
Gn,9ll4 (JL, SG, FB, MIC) and 9/15 (JR) at Coyote Crc€k
RS. Also on RBA.
Parasitic Jaeger: 1-Z on 9n6 { Hayward RS. (KH, BR, RI,
KD, MT)
Franklin's Gull: I on 9/11 (GF, KH, JR), 944 (SG, FB,
MJC, JL), and 9/15 (JR) at Coyote Creek RS.
Black Skimmer: I on 9/18 (EH, BR, JR, RR) and 9/19 (FB,
MJC, EL) at Moss l-anding.
Shon-eared Owl: I ot9l25 aaHayward RS. (BR, KII)
Red-breasted Sapsucken I on 922 at Sunol RP. (SG)
Wrllow Flycatcher: I on 9/16 at hne Pond, MDSP. (KH)
Brown Crecpcr: 5 on8/16arPincPond. (KH) Not seen hcre
for hrc€ years.

Rock Wren: I on 9/16 on N. Gatc Rd., MDSP. (BG, MJC)
Blue-winsed Warbler: 1 on 9ll9 at the Lighthousc at Pt.
Reycs, found by unknown obscrvcr, secn later by SG, RL,
GF, EH, KH, JE. Also on RBA. Less lhan hvc Nonhem
Califomia records.
Tennessee Warblen I on 9/8 (BR), 9/9 (FB, MJC), 9n5
(DW), and 9/16 @R), at Hayward RS.
Virginia's Warblcr: I on l0/l in a resldendal nclghborhmd in
San Francisco. (SG, RL) Also on RBA.
Lucy's Warbler: I on 929 at thc Fiugerald Marine Rescrve,
San Matco Co. (JR, GF) Also on RBA.
Black-throated Crecn Warbler: I on 929 at Mmnglow Darry.
(KH, JL, SG)

Novembcr 1992

Blackpoll Warblcr: I on 9/19 at the San Francisco Bay NWR,
Fremonr. (BR)
Ovenbird: 1 on 9/15 at thc U.C. Berkeley Ficld Shtion ln
Richmond (BR, SG, JR, FB, MIC, GF, KII), first found 9/14,
this is probably the second C. C. County record; I on 9/19 at
thc Mendoza Ranch (SG, RL).
Northem Waterthrush: I on 9/12 ar Hayward RS. (BR) Very
rare in tie East Bay.
Mourning Warblcr: 1 immaturc malc on 9D0 at thc Fish
Docks, PL Reyes. (GM, BR, JR)
Brewcr's SDarrow: l-2 on 9ll9 at trc Lighthorsc. (RI, SG)
Vespcr Sparrow: l on 9/19 at thyward RS. (BR) Now rarc in
thc East Bay.
Lincoln's Spanow: I on 9, ar the SF Bay NWR. (SG) Early.
Swamp Soanow: I on 9lZ2 at Hayward RS. (BR) Not only
rare in the Eas Bay but also carly.
White-thrmted Soarrow: I on9l27 atHa,lward RS. (BR) Early.
Bobolink: 1 on 9r9 u Bridgchavcr,Sonoma Co. (JR, RR)
Orchad Oriole: I immatuc or fcmalc on 9/6 in JR's Alamo
yard- (BR)
Hooded Oriole: 1 malc on 9127,9129,wrd 9/30 in hcr Alamo
yard- (JR)

Obscrvers: Florence Bcnnctl, Mary Jane Culvcr, Kclly
Davidson, Jimm Edgar, Gcorgc Fingcr, Bcuy Gallaghcr, Stcvc
Glover, Ed tlasc, Kevh Hintsa, Cfuis and Tcd Koudjakizn,
Eugcnia ta$on, Ron Lindcman, Jim [,omax, Guy Mccaskic,
Bob Richmond, Jean Richmond, Rich Richmond, Mark Taylm,
and Dennis Wolff.

For information and updaes on rarc birds in thc Bay Arca and
northcm Califomia, call the Northem California Rarc Bird
Alcn, (510) 528-0288.

LAST CHANCE

Anyone still wishing to sponsor an Audubon Advcnturcs
class must sign up by Octobcr 31. Audubon AdvenLures is a
bi-monthly newpaper for cach su-ldent, plus a teacher's guidc, for
third thmugh sixth graders. Thc newspapcr covcrs different areas

of cnvronmenEl education. Thc fec is $30.00 per class. Makc
chccks payablc to Narional Audubon Saicty and mail to Shcrcc
Doucette, 3642 Granzotto Dr., Concord, CA 94519.

SPONSOR: Name:
Address:
New Renewal

SCHOOL NAME:
Grade 

- 

No. Students
Teacher's name:
School Address:
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o FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH

by lim Lomax

Whcn tre current President of the United Stacs wants to altcr
thc environmental standards that took years to establish with
much time and money, for examplc, to detmth thc Endangcrcd

Specics Act, o relax the protecuons against old growlh forest
logging, to decreasc the amoun! of wetlands by redcfining
thcm, to let strip mining begrn in national parks and wildlife
refuges, and to softcn thc clean alr act, and then tclls us that
he's thc EnyironmenEl President....it's time !o VOTE.

When U. S. Senate candidatc Brucc Hcrschensohn wan6 he
fedcral govemment to stop making environmenlal regulations
and says, "Protection of the environment should bc thc rcspon-

sibihty of priva@ cnterprisc, as it always has becn'.....it's time
to VOTE.

When U. S. Scnator John Seymour votcs against the Dcscn
Protcction Act, and wants !o rewrite the Endangcrcd Specics
Act o includc "an cconomic impact sl.atement o identify job
losses," (in otlrer words, if a job is thrcatcncd lhcn the spccies
is threatened).....it's time to VOTE.

This clecUon s probably the most cfldcal one in our life[me
and the easiest for people conccmed about the environmcnt to
undemtand. For oncc, thcre is a hugc gap in positions from
which to chmsc. So on Novembcr fiird, chmsc and VOTE.

As you know, the first half hour of our general mectings each

month is reserved for Birding Information. We are looking for
a fcw fellow birders to come and talk to us. That means you.
Come and share something about birds with us. It doesn't
haye !o be a slide show and you dont havc to be an cxpn.
What you should be is interesrd in what you arc lalking about
and if you aren't all tlat expcrienced, then you will le€m as
you enlighten us. This is an goldcn opportunity and if you arc
so inclmed, call Denise Wight, our Program Chair.

A liulc good ncws. During October, an adult and an immature
Peregrine Falcon have shown up on Mt. Diablo. This is
promising and I will keep you informed.

NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS

The seed salc continues through 1061/92. l57o oft on all25
and 50 lb. bags of sccd and also on 5 and l0 lb. bags of thistlc.
Dont forget to ask about thc sc€d sloragc prcgram. The ncxt
sccd salc is in February, 1993.

Put your thistlc fccdcrs out by Novembcr 15. Thcre vcrc many
rcpors of flaks of 25 10 I m Amcric€n Goldfinch las scason.

Check out our ncw Celestron-Wild BLds Unlimitcd binaulars:
8 x 42, crystal clcar, 13'closc fcus and only 2l ouncas.

q,ui inds

itedQJnli
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a 720 Contra Costa Blvd., Pleasant Hill, California
7984303

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our socicty has from time to timc rcccived generous donations
and bcquesls given in mcmory of fricnds or rclatives, or as

sponhncous contributions to the socicty's gcneral activitics.
Gifs, donations, and bcqucsts arc wclcomcd as a significant
suppon of our gmls of wildlife apprcciation and conscrvation.

MDAS would likc to cxprcss is appreciadon for a donation
madc to ftc chapter by Nancy and Alan Fraser of lafay€tte in
memory of Betty Fox. Thcir gcnerosity is vcry much valued.

Original
skerch

by Carol LUIZ

--)o
tlappy Hallowecn.
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NEW MEMBERS

It rs a pleasure to welcome these new MDAS members and we
hope to me€r fiem very soon: Gloria Aiv, Susan Askin, Barry
Barankrn, Holly L. Bcnnett, Carol Bergner, Annc Blackmore,
Mrs. Kit Bmth, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Boyd, Mary Brashcar,
Leshia Burns, Clive Butler, Anlonette Carinci, Philtp Carsten,
Bitl Chapel, Casc Chew, Donah Conder, Harold Dressel, Darrell
Duartc, J. A. Dunham, Susan Elwmdd, Ruth Eseltinc, Nick
Evans, Mary Farris, Elcanor Faulkner, Jill Fejeran, Carolyn
Frisbey, Charles Garber, Frank Gardner, John and Paricia Gear,
Heather Gonzalez, Daniel and Linrla Guerra, Ann lfullslone,
Mrs. William R. tlartman, Arleen llays, Jessie Hcnderson, Jan

Hewlu., Mr. Kar Fan Ho, A. G. Homan, Cammic Howard, John

M. Indrisie, George Johnston, Evelyn Lehman, Anne Long,
Mary Madison, V. Maloney, Patricia Marlaw, J. McCarthy,
Mrs. Chris McGinnis, J. C. Mclnns, R. MeilandL Robcrta
Morfeld, Charles B. Morgan, John J. Morris, Joanne Murray,
Mn. Norman Naas, Deborah Nclson, Mrs. Jamcs Oliver, fut
Poincr, Robcn Powcrs, and william Reed.

Novembcr 1992

HOLIDAY GIVING o
Ifs not too early to $ink about Chdstmas giving with thc '93
ENTERTAINMENT book. The ENTERTAINMENT book $
an original gift, cspecially for those hard-lo-please pcoplc on
your Chistrnas lisl Thcy can savc 50% on reslaruants, spors
events, tle€tcr, travel, rchil, scrvic€, and MUCH, MUCH
MORE.

Save 507o on ovcr 1200 hotcls and molels thmugh ftc U.S.,
Canada, and Mexico. Save up to 507o on dozens of out-of-
town editions of the ENTERTAINMENT bmk.

Don't delay; supplics ARE limitcd.

ENTERTAINMENT '93 is $40 (2OVo gcr,s to MDAS). Buy
onc for yoursclf and one as a gift. Book are available ar Wild
Birds Unlimited, 720 Contra Cosh Blvd., Pte€sant HiII. Call
Barbara Vaughn at 37G8732 for morc dctails.

6

Thc Quail is pritlislwd nonthly except lor the combined JulylAuqust issue. Audubon membership includes subsuiptions lo lhe

Quail and Audubon m.agazine. To join ($351!ear individual, $38 fanily: iatroductory and senior rates available), write a chcck to
National Audubon Society but send it, with leuer or subscription card,, to tlu Mentbership Chairperson, Mikc Williams, 1172 lsch
Avenue, Mora4a, CA 94556. TLe Chapter benefis linancially from rtrcmbership applications it processes. Full Audubon nenbership
is encowaged, but subscription ,o thz Quail is available separate from membership at $L0lJear. The check should be made out to

MDAS and mailed to the MDAS Treaswer, Pam Keiser,505 Wild Flower Place, Danville, CA 94526. First class nailing of the

Quoil to member or nonmember is an additional $3sqlyeat ptyable to MDAS & sent to thc Tresswer.
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consuk Mike Willians, (510) 376-1631.

Barbara Bwek, Ed,itor, 157 Mt. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (510) 229-0394
Exchangc bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Dioblo Audubon Society, P. O. Box 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94597-0053, please.
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December Program:

Land of the Laughing Kookaburra

o Australia, "the l-and Down Under," is home to many
unique species of bkds and animals in addition to the
Kookaburra. George Peyton recendy took a three
week rip from Caims to Perth. He will share it with
us at our December 3 meeting and introduce us to
such fascinating and unusual birds as the Tawny
Frogmouth, the Helmeted Friarbird, the Blue-faced
Honeyeater, and the Satin Bowerbird. Join us as we
visit this enchanting land and is inhabitans.

George Peyon is a familiar visitor to MDAS, having
shared previous trips to China and Mount Everest
with us. He is a long-time member of Golden Gate
Audubon and has served six years on the National
Audubon Society board. As a lawyer, he has spent
many pro bono hours working for Mono l,ake and
Audubon Society causes. Let's welcome him back
to Mt. Diablo Audubon.

December birding information will be presented by
Jimm Edgar who will speak about our upcoming
Chrisrnas Count.

The next board meeting will be Thunday, December
10, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Al McNabney, 1 161
Leisure Lane, #7, Walnut Creek,945-1785. Board
meetings are open to all interested members.

General mcetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Ccnter,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Dmrs open
7:0 Birding lnformation
7:30 Busincss Mceting
8:00 Social Time
E:30 Program

[q[g: Four calling birds,
Three French hens,
Two onle doves,
And a partidge in a pear tree.

Time for the 1992 MDAS Christrnas Count.
See Page 5.

Best Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season
from

the Mr Diablo Audubon Boardo



CONSERVATION NOTES

by Al McNabney

T}G FI FCTION - ITS OVER!!!!!!!!!!
Not evcn mcntioncd in thc hmpla following announccmens
of thc official clecfion rcsults is thc BIG wIN Mom Narure
had. It is most unlilcly thc prescnt administradon's position
in favor of the furthc.r dcstruction of old growth forcsts wiu bc
maintaincd. It is unlikely that thc order, quiedy issucd by the
Administration, pcrmitring unabarcd dcstruction of Alaskan
wcdanG will bc permitted to stand. It is MOST unlitcly the
Adminisrration's infamous Wetland Dclincation proposal will
cver scc tle light of day. It IS likcly that thc issucs of wctland
rctcntion vs. destruction will find a favorable result for at lcast
two rcasons:

1. Thc Congrcss includcd funds for a sciendfic study of the
values of wctlands in onc of its final acts. IF the proposal
docsn't wind up on thc cuning rmm flmr with a Prcsidential
VETO, we anticipate (whcn the study has becn completcd)
thcrc will bc more light than hcat on tic issucs, which is the
convcrsc of ftc reccnt past.

2. The incoming adminisu-ation witl approach cnvironmenral
issucs in a much different manner and with far better under-
shnding than has bccn thc casc over the past twclvc ycars.

IRONHOUSE SANTTARY DISTRICT - A NEW IDEA
A new, major wetland projcct in East Contra Costa County.
The Board of Direcors of the Ironhouse Sanilary District in
Oakley has takcn an imporlant, probably far-reaching step by
authorizng the cstablishmcnt of a major wedand intcrpretivc
centcr. At a Task Force mccting Octobcr 22, a rcprasentative
group of pcoplc electcd CCC supcrvisor Tom Torlakson as
Chairman and trcn proceded to discuss how o fulfill the
vision for this imponant project- Ron Russo, Chief, Inrcrprc.
lation for East Bay Regional Parks, providcd an overvicw of
how thc Park District dcveloped interpretivc centers. Thc
widc-ranging discussion covcrcd such subjects as thc creation
of public facilirics and thc cducadonal pos$bilides that could
result if a major incrpretivc center wcrc cstablishcd. A plan
for a major facility was dcvclo@ to form the basis for future
discussions and was discussed at the Task Force meeting on
November 4.

MORE WETLANDS ACTION
Taking a cue from the very sucrcssful work that resulrcd in
creaton of the San Francrsco Bay Wildlife Refuge, a goup of
intcrested, actiyc individuals has formed SAVE SAN PABI
BAYLANDS. The mission tentatively defined ls to assure thc
permanent prct ction, rcstoration, and biological cnhanccment
of all wetlands in the San Pablo Baylands, while supponing
agriculture. The next mccting of the group will be held on
Novcmber 14 at the Napa Library. MDAS is participating in
the effort-
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CONTRA COSTA'S WETLAND DEFINITION
As previously reponed, action taken esrlier has resuled in a
major study of CCC's wctland areas. Preparcd by Botanical
Rcsearch Gmup, thc resulting rcpon is caltcd 'Sclccrcd Tidal
and Assaiatcd Wctlands in Contra Costa County." Thc su.rdy

is undoubrcdly thc most comprchcnsivc cver made of valuablc
wetland resources by a Califomia county. Acrial photos

depict, idcntify, and gradc the wctlands on maps covcring 37

sactions of the County. A drafi ordinancc for prcservuion of
wetlands in Contra Costa County has bcan dcvelopcd and is
undcr consideration by thc Supcrvisors' Watcr Commitec.
Action on the proposed ordinancc is cxpecrcd by thc middlc of
Novembcr, nith tic Bozrd of Supcrvisors completing action
bcforc thc cnd of thc year.

As onc old-time radio commcntalor uscd to say,
"Thcrc's god news t nighl"

INTERNATIONAL CORNER

by till Hedgecock

Hcllo, cvcryone! For those of you who do not at@nd thc
me€tings, I havc been the Intcrnational Coordinaor for thc
Conservation Committce of MDAS sincc 1990. I have a
Maser's degec in Environmcntal Managcmcnt and havc bccn
acdvety involvcd in tropical rainforcst Fcscrvation since 1986.

Many of thc birds that brccd hcre in thc U. S. wintcr in thc
tropical rainforess. Thus, if wc hopc to continuc to havc
many of thc flycatchers, tanagcrs, warbleN, and vLcos t, cnjoy
in our backyards, wc must cnsurc thcir winer habitat rcmains
inlacl Al McNabncy has gcncrously offercd a portion of his
space in thc Quall for intcmational issues, so herc gocs.

DO AS I SAY, NOT AS I DO?
Thc U. S. has becn criticizcd by many leaders of Central and
South Amcrica for emphasizing $c necd to savc thc fopical
rainforess whilc wc decimate our own forests. Reccnt listing
of thc Marblcd Murrclet as a hrcatcncd spccies has dclaycd
timber cutting in tlrc Orcgon coastal rainforest until a manage-
ment plan can be dcycloped. It's a start

GIOBAL TRADE - ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES
Thc U. S. and 107 other countries arc prcpadng !o sign
an expansion of the Gcncral Agre€mcnt on Tariffs and Tradc
(GATQ. Among other impacs, GATT could makc dolphin-
safc tuna a thing of thc past (as GATT dcclarcd thc Marinc
Mammal Protecdon Act !o bc an illegal barricr !o trade), could
increase thc allowable pesticide residues such as DDT in fmds,
and could make lhe bans on ropical timber and "rainforest
becf" illegal. Wrile your con$essman and ulge him to rcject
any GATT agerment which has such scvcrc cnvironmcnlal
consequcnces and potendally increascs $e destruction of thc
tropical and temperate rainforcsb.
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Tfll)\ arc opcn to mcmbcrs and nonmcmbcrs alikc. Carpoo

trnc rs dcparlurc timc. Caryool cxpcnsc: 5 ccnLs pcr milc
pcr rrdcr rs \uggcstcd; tolls and enry fccs arc sharcd cqually
hy tlrrvcr and ndcrs. Bnng btnoculars, frcld guidc and lunch.

Trrps go rn lrght rain or dnzzlc: if in doubt, call lcadcr up o
rc umc.2 hour bcforc d

FIELD TRIPS

Drl'ftculty ot ficld trip:
Carcgory t: Easy, litue or no walking, smmth paths

Catcgory 2: Modcrate, I mile or more, possibly rough;
somc uips may have sub-rips o[ varying ditficulty.
Pcrsons witlt phystcal limiations can Participalc in tlte
cir"srcr walk.

Carcgory 3: Single long hrkc 2-4 miles may include rough

rarls or stccp grades.

$jg changcs of datc for thc AlEmon[ and Nilcs Canyon
ficld trips from the dates in thc ycarly field trip schcdute.

Wcdncsday, Deccmber 2, Altemont. Carpool 7:30 a.m. at EI

Ccrro Blvd., Danville, wesl of I{80. A caravan trip, with
mostly car birdrng. Migralory hawks, Mounain Bluebirds,
and grassland species.
Lcadcr: Maury Stern,284-5980 Caregory I

Saturday and Sunday, Deccmber 5 - 6, Sacramento Vellcy
Refuges. Saurday, Gray Lodge,9:00 a.m. There is a $5.00
cnlrance [cc. Mcct at thc hrst parklng lot beyond HeadquafleB.

Sunday, Sacramcnto NWR, l0:m a.m. Mcct in the parking lot
at visitor's centcr. To gct [o Gray Lodge, oke I-80 to SR I13,
At Tudor, ukc US 99 norul to Pennington Rd. and follow
Pcnning[on Rd. to rcfugc entrancc. Thcrc arc scveral turns and

thc road evcntually runs north. For the Sacramento Rcfuge,
lcavc l-5 at thc Norman cxit and go nonh on frcnhge road.

Lradcrs: Harry and Betty Adamson, 283-2164 Category I

Thursday, Dccembcr 10, Niles Canyon Gravcl Pits. Car'
pool 8:00 a.m , El Cerro Blvd., Danvrllc, just wcst of I-680
Mcct at 8:45 a.m. at Vallejo Mill Historical Park in Fremont.
Takc I-680 south through Dublin !o SR 84; go west 7 miles
to park enrancc on lcft. Vancd habitats: Grcen-backcd Hcron,
Rrng-ncckcd Duck, Spoucd Sandprper, o[rcn many land blrds.
[-cadcr: Jrmm Edgar,658-2330 Category 2

Original
sketch

by Carol Lutz
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS

OUTER POINT REYES, Octobcr 3.

Elcvcn brrdcrs spcnt a bcautiful, mostly sunny day at Point

Rcycs. Wc had many cxccllent, closc views of warblcrs.

Mynle, Ycllow, Ycllow-rumped, Audubon, and MacGlllivray's
Warblcrs and Common Ycllowlhroat wcre all scen at hs
monumcnt at Drakc's Bcach, two Black-thrmtcd Gray Warblcrs
werc cspccially coopcrative al hc Fish Docks and a Northcrn
Parula was sccn thcre during lunch, and an Amcrican Redstarl
wari sc€n at Mcndoza In addiUon, as wc madc our way to the

Lighftousc, a number of migrating hawks flew over, including

a Fcmrginous llawk. 75 specics werc listed.
Pal MacEachcm

SAN MATEO COAST, Ocbber 7.

A bcautrlul day was spcnt along the San Mateo coast and ciSht

birders managcd a healthy total of 100 spccies. The hiShligha
rncl uded S ooty, Black-venrcd, and Prnk-footed S hcarwatcrs,
Ashy Storm-pclrel, a Pcrcgrinc Falcon, fifrccn Pectoral Sand-
prpcrs, Northern Pygmy-Owl (hcard), and a vcry coopcraLivc

Tropical Krngbird.
Stcvc Glovcr

MT. VIEW SANTTARY PLANT, Oclober 15.

Rain, rain, comc our way.
Rain, rain come oday!

Hopcfully by the timc you read thts, we will bc having a great

amount of rain! Along the frontage road into the Mt. View
Sanlbry Planl, no water could bc secn in Shell Marsh, thc
most imporlant weuand in Con0u Costa, now a dry wetland.
The sanitary plant did havc somc watcr. 3l spccies of birds
wcrc seen by nine birdcrs. The highlight of thc trip was thc
srghung of a large flmk ot Whitc Pelicans circling ovcr Shell
Marsh. They kcpt gomg.

Shirlcy Ellis

ABBOTTS LAGOON, Ocrobcr 24.
Erght birdcrs, including two guests from out of st ltc, wcrc
Eca@d to 87 spccics. Highlighls included long, closc vicws of
a tail-pumping Palm Warbler. Wc saw six spccics of Crcbcs,
wrth the lcss-expected Red-necked Crcbc scen on the lagoon.

Snowy Plovers and tcn slccics of ducks werc also scen.

Dcnise Wight

ALAMEDA SOUTH SHORE, Ocbbcr 28.

Thc wcathcr was cloudy wi0r incrcasing wind and the dde was

coming in fast but nine birders cnjoyed a successlul moming.
Two Clappcr Rarls wcrc se€n at South Shorc and a third called.

One mil slaycd rn vrcw for scveral minutes, allowing cvcryonc
to vlcw it through thc scopcs. Marblcd Godwis and Dunhn
wcre abundant, with many tlng-billcd Curlcws and Avocets. A
fcw Rcd Knols werc scatrcrcd tnugh tlrc nocks. Al Arrowhcad,
a malc Eurasian Wrgmn and two pair of Bluc-wingcd Tcal werc
thc hightlighs. 55 sp€cics tolal werc sccn.

Elizabcth Dickcy
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Plcasc scnd obscrvaLions to Stcvc Clovcr,
333 Goshcn Ct., San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207.

Plcasc includc your tclcphonc numbcr with ),our observations.

Amcncan Whitc Pclican: 12 oa llf2 over Wall Ridge, ML
Dnblo Slarc Park. (KH)
Tricolored Htron: I on ll/9 (GF, SG), and 1ll10 (FB,
MJC, BG, JR, MP) ncar Sanra Rosa. Also on RBA. Sccond
Noflicm Cal ilomia rccord.
Cattle Egret: I on lll8 at Hayward Rcg. Shorelinc. (BR, SG)
Grcatcr White-frontcd Goosc: I immaturc on I0/19 at the
Manincz Rcgional Shorclinc. (SG)
Canada Goose: I "cackling" trom 1025 ro I lR ar the Royal
Vista Colt Course, San Ramon. (KH)
Wood Duck: 2 malcs on I l/5 with Grcater Scaup at Arrow-
hcad Manh. (SG)
Eurasian Wigeon: up to 5 bcginning l0/lI at Hayward RS
(SG, BR, KFI):2 on I l2 ar Bolinas l.goon (FB, MJC, BG).
OsDrc),: I on 10/14 in San Ramon. (SG)
Merlin: I on 1028 seen from S. Gate Rd., MDSp (KlI); I on
1026 at Briones Regional Park (DeW).
Peregrinc Falcon: I on I l/6 and I l/l I bchind his San Ramon
homc. (SG)
Prairic Falcon: I oa ll2 and ll/5 ovcr her Alamo homc.
(JR)

Common Moorhen'. 4 on l0f2l at Marsh Creek Res. (SG)
Sandhtll Cranc: I on 10/18 al 1he Hall Ranch, pr. Reyes.
(FB, MJC)
Eurasian Dottcrcl: I on l0/l8 (cF, FB, MJC), 10/19
(KH, SG, RL), 10/20 (JR, Mw), aad rof24 (JR) ar Drake's
Comers, Pt- Rcyes. Also on RBA. Founh statc record.
Bar-tailed Godwiu I on 1026 at Bodega Harbor. (GF, MP)
Pcctoral Sandoipcr: 4 on '10/l I ar Hayward RS. (JR, C&DW)
Sham-tailcd Sandpiper: 2 on 1026 (GF, MP) and I ot 10127
(MJC, FB, JR) at Doran Park, Bodega Bay.
Buff-breasted Sandpipcr: 1 on l0/12 (SG, RL, GF, JR, FB,
EL) and 10/18 (FB, MJC) a[ the Spatcfia Ptareau, pL Reyes.
Arctic Tcrn: I on l0ll I at Hayward RS. (BR)
Ancrcnl Munclcr: t on I l/10 (NB) and I l/l I (JR) at Hayward
RS; sccn larcr by BR. Sccond Alamcda Counry record.
Westcrn Wmd-pewc€: I on 10/6 at Rek City. (KIO t atc.
Gra), Flycatchcr: I on 1023 ar Hayward RS. (BR) Very lare.
Eastcrn Phocbe: I oa l0f2'l ar Bodcga Bay. (JM. JR. FB.
MJC)
Vcrmrlion Flycatcher: I on l0/17 in Del Rcy Oaks, Montercy
Co. (SG) Also on RBA.
Scissor-tailed FlJcatcher: I on l0/17 ar Andrcw Molcra State
Beach, Montercy Co. (SG) Also on RBA.
Canyon Wren: I hcard on 10/6 in Sycamorc Canyon from S.
Gate Rd. (KH)
Wintcr Wrcn: I on 1027 a[ Sunol Rcgional Park. (SC)
Bluc-gray Gnarcatchcr: I on I 16 ar Sunol. (SG, BR, DW)
Moun[arn Blucbrrd: 7 ot l1nl along Patrcrson Pass Rd. and
ti on l02l along Orwood Rd. ncar Knighscn. (SG) Early.
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Cra),-chcekcd Thrush: I on l0/15 ar rhe Fish Docks, Pr.
Reycs. (SG, DeW) Also on RBA.
Yellow-throatcd Vireo: I on l0/12 (Sc, RL, JR, GF) and on
t0/14 (FB, EL) at Stinson Beach. Also on RBA.
Golden-wingcd Warbler: I on l0/12 at Stinson Beach. (SG,
RL, GF, JR, EL, FB) Also on RBA.
Virginia's Warblcr: I on 10/6 ar Campbcll Cove, Bodega Bay.
(MJC, FB, JR)
Black-throatcd Gray Warbler: I on l0/15 ar Diablo Fmrhills.
(KI0 L-are.

Palm Warbler: 4 on lOf22 at Abtr,ll's ttgmn (C&DW); I on
10n6 at thc mourh of Salmon Creek, Sonoma Co., (JR).
kothonolary Warblcr: I on 10/12 in San Francisco. (SG, RL)
Also on RBA.
MacGillivray's Warblcr: 1 on I l/l in hcr Alamo yard. (JR)
[lte.
Cla!,-colorcd Sparrow: 1 ot l0ll5 along Calavcras Rd. (KtI),
also on RBA| I on 1024 at Sunol RP (AE).
Brewer's Soarrow: I on 10124 at I{ayward RS. (BR) Rare in
lhe E€st Bay.
Hoodcd Oriolc: I last sccn l0/l in her Alamo yad (JR) tllc.
Pine Siskin: huge numbers noted by obscrvers thrcughout thc
East Bay, unlikc hc last two ycars.
l:wrcncc's Goldfinch: I on 10/15 ar Pinc Pond, MDSp. (KtI)
Evcning Grosbeak: I on 1022 ovcr Pine Rid8e, MDSP. (KH)

Observers: Norah Bain, Florence Bcnneu, Mary Janc Culver,
Art Edwards, Gcorgc Finger, Bely Gallaghc{, Srcvc Glovcr,
Kcvin Hintsa, Eugcnia lanson, Ron Llndcman, Joc Morlan.
Marjoric Plant, Bob Richmond, Jcan Richmond, Dcnisc Wight,
Mikc Witliams, Cam and Dennis Wolff, Chris rl{ood.

For information and updarcs on rar€ bids in the Bay 66a 416
nonhem Califomia, call $e Nonhcm California Rarc Bird
Alcrt, (510) 528-02J8.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our smiety has from me 1o time rccciyed gcnerous donatlons
and bequess given in mcmory of friends or rclati"cs, or as
spontancous conribu(ions to thc s@iel.y's gencral activitics.
GifB, donations, and bequess arc welcomed as a signillcant
supporl of our goals of wildlife apprcciation and conservation.

MDAS would like to express is apprcciation for a donatlon
madc to the chapEr by June and Dcnnis Mallory of Livermore,
a "retirement appreciation" from formcr board mcmbers Giftord
and Winnie Young of Bcnicia, and thank you's from thc C. W
chapter of $c P. E. O. and thc Blackhawk Garden Club tor rulks
grven lhcir groups by Mrke Williams. Their gcnerosiry rs vcry
much valucd.

o

o

o
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93rd CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Thc 1992 MDAS Ctuistmas Bird Count will bc on Satuday,
Decembcr 19. All members and intcrcsted gucsts are inyited to
participatc. Every pair of eyes c€n bc helpful in seeing birds;
you do not nccd !o bc an cxpcn birdo to participatc. l,ast ycar
we had 68 ficld obscrvcrs and 9 fccdcr warchcrs who tallicd 157

species, onc fewer than our record 158 spccies in 1989, and who
found four spccies ncvcr sccn befcc on our Chrisunas Counts.

Nationally, lhcrc arc about l5m counts cach ycar. Yaluablc
bird populaion lmowlcdgc has bccn lcamcd ovcr thc ycars Our
count *,ill cover thc ls-milc diametcr circlc ccntcrcd ne8 Trrat
ard Cowcll. This includcs mos of ML Dieblo, BlEk Diamond
Mines, the Pitsburg marshes. somc of Brioncs Park, Hcrthcr
Farms, the suburban crecks of Alamo, L-afaycttc, and tyalnut

Crcck, and many othcr grccn pleccs in Conu? Costa County.
Wc also nc€d fc€drr ard homc Sardcn walctEs.

A pot-luck dinncr will follow et ahc Sm Ramon Vallcy Unitcd
Mcthodist Church, 902 Danvillc Blvd-, femo. Thc church is
1.3 milcs south of Stonc Vdlcy Road. All mcmbcrs rnd guq$s
arc invitcd to attcnd. Plcasc bring yolJr own tablc scrvicc end e
salad, main dish. or dcsscrt for 8 to l0 peoplc, plus eny scrving
utcnsils rE€dcd.

Jimm Edgar is this ycar's compilcr. To participarc, plcasc sign
up at thc Dcccmbcr mccdng, call Jimm et 658-2330, or rctum
this form to Jimm at 4614 Jacobus Avc., Oatland, CA 94618.
Thc cost is $4.m to covcr thc cxpcnsc of publishing thc annual
Christmas Counl issuc of Arurican Birds. Fccder watchcrs
havc no chargc.

o

all,li0

I would prcfcr to bird wirh one of thc ficld groups on
Christmas Bird Cou Day, Deccmbcr 19, 1992.

I would prefer a hiking arca-

I would prefcr a lcss strenuous area

I can monior a fceder or garden.

Namc:

Telcphone:

'l 
ln 0ir

i,tdrl

itr.d

a 720 CONTRA COSTA BL\D.
PI,EASANT HILL

( t.ruir Ih..tr..t Lon rl.tv[t sun\ all.,!
798-0303

Addrcss

F



NEW MEMBERS

Season's greetings to trcsc new MDAS membcrs that wc hope

to meet soon: Pat Barrclt, Virginia BarLlett, Anne L. Blandin,
Mr. and Mrs. William Brans, Viola Callaghan, Mikc Capcloo,
Robcrta Casalc, Larry and Darlenc Cerletd, Cynthia Clovcr,
James and Dorothy Combs, Charles Cook, tlazcl Cranc, Barban
Dade, Nancy Damaschino, Savina F. Darzes, William Dodd,
Duncan Fiddcs, kwrcncc Figur, Joan Fox, Elizabeti Frazcy,
Mrs. Gcrald Gibson, Olge GoubcG V. Gray, H. L. Grcgoire,
Mrchael Hall, John tlarris, Samuel E. Hatlcy, Harry and Claire
llavens, Dianc and Lylc Hcndricksen, Sally J. Holcombe,
Mrs. Robcrt C. Hmd, Fcnlon Hughcs, Donald Humphrcys, T.
Jiannalone, Wolfgang Lindenbaucr, Jorgc J. Mayol, Mr. and
Ivts. M. Mct.arcn, Ignacio Mcjia, Ken Millcr, M. Mowcry,
tauren Mukamal, Robert Pape, Annc Parkcr, Skce Pauon, Carl
Pcrcrson, Amy Pricc, Mrs. J. hicc{olc, Ann S. Pottcr, Gail
Reinhart, Barbara Ridgc, A. Rckafcllow, Evelyn Rolslon, Pat
Rusich, M. Scheer, Clcment Schcible, Gladys Schcile, Lcnorc
Schcrmer, J. Kleyn Schoorcl, Richard M. Shaffncr, Charlcs
Shambrough, Joscph StaIr, Dalc Stc€lc, Glenn Stciding, Estclla
Stcphcnson, M. Strvenson, Karcn Slcward, Mrs. Soncbridgc,

Deccmber 1992

Rrchard Swan, Paul Tang, Dorothy Tiu, M. TrenEnan, Harcld
C. Valcntine, Mrs. Ncal Vanfosvr, Ms. E. Ya$, Mr. and

Mrs. David R. Warwi, Reba Wcbber, Ruti Weddle, Terry
Weskamp, Doris wcst, Frank Wcst" Danny Whitchill, Mike
Yashar, and David Yat€s.

HOLIDAY GIYING

t:st chance for thc casicst gift to givc and thr most fun gift to
reccive on your Christmas list!

THE 1993 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK

Enjoy thc 507o savings on rcstaurans, travcl, sponing cvcnts,
theater, and morc.

Entldainmcnt Bmks scll fq $40 cach and MDAS rcccivcs 38.
Call Bfibam vaughn at 3768732 or pick onc up ar wild Birds
Unlimitcd, 720 Contra Costa Blyd., Plcasant Hill.

6

o

o
Thc Quail is published ,turnthly exccpt for the combncd JulylAugust issue. Audubon nenbership includes subsciptions ro lhe

Quoll and Audubon nagazine. To join ($35lyear indii&ul, $38 fanzily: hxroductory ond seniot rales available), write a cluck lo
National Audrbon Sociery bw scnd it, with lcucr or subsciption card, to the Menbcrship Chabperson, Mik Williams, 1172 larch
Avenue, Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter benefis financially lrom trcnbership applications it processes. Full Audtbon mcmbership

is encowaged, but subsciption to the Quall is ovailoble separate from nunbcrship at $l0lyeat Tlu check shouA bc nade ou ,o
MDAS and truiled to the MDAS Treasuer, Parn Keiscr,505 Wild Flower Place, Danville, CA 94526. First class nailing of thc

Quail to trmbcr or nonmember is at additiorul $350lyear payable to MDAS & sent to thl Treasutet
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consu Mike Williat ls, (510) 376-1631.

Barbara Bwek, Ediror, 157 Mt. Keruedy Dr., Martiaez, CA 94553 (510) 229-0394
Exclunge bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Andubon Society, P. O. Bor 53, Walnw Crcek, CA 945974053, plcase.

ML Diabto Audubon Socicty
P.O. Box 53

Walnut Creck, CA 94597S53
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