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January Program:

Natural Pest Control

o At our January 6 general meeting, MDAS member
Bob Wisecarver will give us a slide presentation on
natural pest control. Concerned by the heavy
spraying by the local Mosquito Abatement District,
Bob thought thar a bat housing project might be a
better natural approach to pest control. Two trips to
Oregon to visit an organic famer convinced him that
he was on the right track. The farmer had over 1000
bats and 1600 swallows nesring on his property and
his insect problems were gone. Next, Bob happened
to attend a Sacramento Audubon Society meeting on
Barn Owls. This led him to two farmers who are
controlling their gopher problems with Barn Owls.
Bob is now retired, but his leisure time is more than
filled building bat and owl houses and meeting with
various farmers, the Nature Conservancy, and our
local EBMUD.

General meedngs of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meering place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Cregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

For January Birding Information, Norah Bain will
present our chapter's collection of bird study skins,
offering a new dimension to our observationi.

The next MDAS board meering wrll be hosted by
Mike Williams on Thursday, January 13, at 7:30
p.m., at the Wild Birds Unlimited store, 720 Contra
Costa, Pleasant Hill. The board meetings are open to
all interested members.

Curious about what's going on at the other Bay Area
Audubon chapters? The newsletrers for Audubon
chapters can be sent to members of other chapters for
a minimal yearly subscription fee. Information for
subscription to the newsletters of the other seven Bay
Area Audubon Council (BAAC) members is given on
Page 5.

Happy New Year!O



CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

WETLANDS STILL IN TROUBLE
Lcgrslatron inroduced in thc U. S. Scnate closely pamllcls the
Clrnton adminrsration proposals for "saving" tlrc wctlands.
Troublc wrtJr both proposals rs thcy are likcly to grve away
thc storc whllc sulvlng to save it. Save Cahfornia Wetlands,
which MDAS strongly supports, had thesc comments on the
mattcr

"lf you thought last ycar was tough on wcdands, thrs ycar is
lookrng, if anythrng, worsc. Wc arc very fonunal.c to have a

champron in Congrcssman Mrnee, t}lc powcrful Chair of the
House Public Works and Transporlrtion Commrttee, whrch
has primary responsibility for the rcaulioniration. Howcver,
the Charr of thc Watcr Resources subcommrttee co-sponsored
last ycar's (VERY BAD) 'Hayes Brll.' In the Scnate, thrngs
arc evcn wome. We continue to hope that President Clinton
will help frame an environmcnhlly posidve weUands posiuon
for hc rcaut}torization suugglc....."

Unfonunatcly, as of now, thc Presrdcnt's wctland position is

Just. NOT acccphble. On the positivc side, Congrcssman Don
Edwards is again inuoducrng his lcgislatron HR 350. Senaor
Boxer has inroduccd srmilar legislatron ln thc Scnate. ln the
congrcsslonal diskrct wherc mosl. MDAS mcmbcrs rcsrde,
Congrcssman Mrller suppons fte Edwards bill. Congressman
Baker has takcn no position, prelenng to wail and see what
amcndmcnts may bc added. I-etrcrs to Scnaor Fcrnstern and
Congrcssman Baker urglng thcm to suppon of HR 350 are
nccded. Finally, "IF" you havc a spare nickle, drme, or dollar,
you mrght send lt to: Save Calilomia Wc ands, P. O. Box
20651, Oakland, CA 94620-0651.

CATTLE-GRAZING, BIRDS, ETC.
EBMUD'S rangers haye been studyrng fic effects of intcnsive
cal.l.le grazing on l}le East Bay watershed. It is clcar intensive
catUe grazing has had and is having scrious, delercrrous effccs
on he habital nccessary to maintain birds and othcr wrldlrfe.
Lrsa Drcw undcnook a simrlar study rnvolving the Wasatch
Mountains nefi Salt Lake City. Shc examrned a twenty-fivc
mile square arca therc referrcd to as Red Butte and her resuls
are informative. Thc arca had bccn fcnced so cattle haven't
bccn on lhe propeny for some twcnty-fivc ycars. Ms. Drew's
artrcle, "Whosc Homc rs thc Rangc Anyway," in Natronal
Wrldh[e's Dcccmbe lanuuy 1993 rssue was rllusradvc. She

wrote: "Thc firs[ dmc Univcrsity of Urah's graduate sudcnt
Sue Phrlhps entcrcd hc canyon a fcw years ago, she recalls,'l
was blown away. I was pracdcally in tears I couldn't bclicve
l'hcrc was anyhlng thrs perfccI and rrch."' Onc othcr commcnt
by Ms. Drcw rs lllusraUve, if a "brt" ovcrslated, "Livcstock
grazrng rs wrrhout a doubt thc grcatcst thrcat to wcsl.em wild-
Iric." Clcarly catue grazing does have an advcrse lmpact on
land and land uscs IF grazing rs too intensc and unconlrolled.
CaLtle grazing does have value in l.he arcas closc to human
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populations bul at thc same time thc settlcment of more and
more pcople in areas herclofore consrdercd open spacc will
havc an adversc effect on wildlifc unlcss grazing is fully and
carefully conEolled. Thus the fuss and to do over cattle on
Mt. Diablo.

OLIT OF T}IE MUD GROWS A LOTUS
Or somc such thing. As appLed locally, the budding Drablo
Environmental Science Centcr rs hkcly lo movo a step closcr
to reality bccause of mrsadvcnture involving an oil refincry.
To clalfy, rt is l*ely a hne levied against a refincry wil[ be

allocatcd all or rn part to thc DESC project.

EBMUD AND BIODIVERSIry
A goal o[ the now-ongorng study of EBMUD's watershed lands
will bc the completion of a major blodiversity study o[ the
Disricfs Bay Area lands. Among otler fiings, the study will
aid in dccisions conceming the pubtic use of the watcrshcd lor
hiking, swimmrng, and lishing, as wcll as how nature's world
wrll bc prorccrcd. This major biodiversity study is being con-
srdered by a Community Advisory Commrttce whrch includes
reprcscnE .ion from MDAS. Il. is expcct€d l}le study and effoa
will covcr a pcriod ot Iive ycars. Stcphen E. Abbors, Projcct
Managcr, told thc committcc that thc Conscrvauon Biology
Objcctrves arc thc followmg:

A. Marntain a thorough, ongoing invcntory of the plant and
animal specics.
B. Prcscrve viable spccics populations and maintarn cssential
processcs which rnflucnce, and are influenced by, $c plant and

anrmal spccies.
C. Mrnimize habital fragmcnutron and providc functional
wildlifc conidon;.
D. ProlccI thc kcystonc spccrcs ard thclr assoclal.ed plant and

anrmal complcxcs.

lnitial rcsull's of the biologrcal drvcrsrty study haye already
produccd intcrcstrng, important rnformatron about species that
exist on the watcrshcd. The specialiss havc detcrmrned $e
following number of species will rcquire special management
concem:

32 animal specics
37 plant spccies
200 bird spccies
50 mammcl spccics
I I amphibian spccics

Thcre are also a total of 500 plant species on the watcrshed,
with 50 plant species that arc rare but not. unusual. The study
has a.lso found thcre arc 73 ponds and 70 crccks that are either
pcrennial or intermitunt. The study shows that whilc oak
woodlands now do exist, thcre are not sprouting trces in some
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areas, pafl.icularly whcrc $cre has bcen hcavy catUc graz ing.
Observing he study rcsults, as the knowledgc being developcd
is comparcd wrti prcscnt land uscs, not only rn Contra Costa
County but throughout tre state, is pretty worrysome. It is
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liule wonder thal litcrally hundreds of nativc Califomia species

arc now on fic tlreatcned or cndangered lists.



rps arc opcn to membcrs and nonmcmhrs alike. Carpoo
timc rs dcparture time. Carpool cxpense: 5 cenls pcr milc
pcr rrdcr rs suggcstcd; totts and entry lces arc shared equally
by drivcr and rrdcrs. Brrng binoculars, field guidc and lunch.
Tnps go rn lrght rarn or drizzlc: i, rn doubt, ca.lt lcader up to

rc umc.hour bcforc

FIELD TRIPS

Drfllculty of ficld rip:
Catcgory l: Easy, littlc or no walking, smootl pafrs
Catcgory 2: Modcrarc, 1 mrle or morc, possibty rough
Carcgory 3: Difllcult, cxtensive walking, rough rcndn

!q[9: Bccausc of problcms ftis wlnter due l.o bad weathcr or
road condruons, ficld trips may be canccllcd by l}lc leadcr thc
day of tic rrip ar thc carpool locauon. If you have doubs, call
the lcadcr up !o l2 hour before depanurc ume.

Saturday, January 8, Putah Creek. Carpool 7:30 a.m.
southwesl comcr of Sun Valley parking lol Mect 8:15 a.m.
at the inrcrsectron of Chcrry Glen and Pleasants Valley Rds.,

approxrmatcly I mrle nonh from I-80. Park on Cherry Glen.
Drcss warmly; this is a cold, windy arca. Possible Osprey,
Phainopepla, Canyon and Rock Wrcns, and Hmded Mcrganscr.
Leadcr: Florcnce Bcnnctt, &39-3106 Caegory I

Wcdncsday, January 12, Lake Merritt. Caryool 8:00 a.m. al.

Acalanes Ave., off Plcasanl. Hrll Rd.,.yust north of Hwy. 24.

MecL 8:45 a.m. ar avrary at Lake Mernlt. From SR 24, trkc
Crand Avc. exlt. Stralght ahcad at lsl lrght; at 2nd light, go
lcft onro Grand Avc. Tum nghl into park at Fairyland. Park
in lot bctween boat housc and the large aviary. We will scc

ducks and odcr watcrbirds. Thrs is a good opponunrty for new

birdcrs to sce ducks at close range.
Leadcr: Ehzabcrh Drckcy,254-0486 CaLcgory I

Saturday, January 22, Grizzly Island Rcfuge. Carpool
7:00 a.m. southwest corner of Sun Va.lley parking lot. Meet
8:15 a.m. at Refuge hcadquancrs. Take I-680 nonh, I-80 esst

to SRl2. Follow SR12 through Fairfreld; watch for sign to
Gnzzly Island Refugc on right and follow road to hcadquaners.

Warch for raptors and Shon-earcd Owls along the road. This rs

an ou$anding raptor arca. Mosdy car birding.
Leadcr: Maury Stcm,284-5980 Category I

Thursday, lanua.ry 27, Sunol Regional Park. Carpool
7:30 a.m. EI Ccno Blvd., just wesl of l-680. Meet 8:00 a.m.

.in parking lot, Sunol Park. Co soulh on I-80 to Calaveras Rd.
Go lc[[ undcr t-80 and 4 mrles south on Calaveras R'1.; tum
lcft on Ccary Rd. 2 miles to park. Warch and Iisrcn for Turkcy
along Gcary Rd. Coldcn Eagles, raptors; Rufous-crowncd
Spanow, Drppcr, and Canyon and Rock Wrens possrble. Call
Eli-labeth Dickey, 254-0486, for more informatron.

Category 2
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS

MT. VIEW SANITARY PLANT, Novcmbcr 4.
Fou.rtecn birdcrs cnjoycd a clear, mild, bcauuful morning at the

ML Vicw Sanitary Plant and Shcll Marsh, both near Martinez.
Moorhcns are muttiplying and thriving at the Sanitary Plant.
Although many once clcar ponds are now filled with cattails, 34
species werc se€n at the Plant and a[ Shell Marsh cn route,
HighlighLs were good views of a Grecn-backed Heron, a Sora
and a Loggcrhead Shrrke. Only threc migrating Cinnamon Teal
had arrived.

Shirlcy Ellis

LIMANTOUR, Novembcr 6.
Eightccn mcmbcrs spcnt anotler glorious day at l.lle Pt. Rcyes
Hcadquaners and the Limantour area in 65'-70" weather. 105

species werc seen by the group. Highlighs includcd Sooty
Shearwater, l4 spccies of ducks including one hybrid American.
Eurasian Wigeon, Black and Whrte-wrngcd Scoters, Osprey,
Virginia Rarl, Sora, Townscnd's Wa-rbler, Golden-crowncd
Kinglet, Eastem subspccies of Fox Sparrow, and Rcd Crossbill.

Maury Srcm

CHARLESTON SLOUGH, Novcmbcr 10.

On a cool, overcast day, erght mcmbcrs mct for an interesting
exploration of hc ponds a[ high dde. Vrginia and Sora Rails
wcre calling. Only a Sora was seen bafting. The highhght
was an Eurasran Wigcon. Movrng on to Palo Alto Baylands
for lunch, we found a Clappr Rail, a Peregrine Falcon, and a
Mcrlin. The day was completcd at Fostcr City Shell Beach.
Thcre we callcd rt a day witl a hcavy ran. 82 bud species wcre
tallred for thc day

Bcuy GaJlagher

ALVISO, Novcmbcr 20.
Thc wcathcr was calm and warm when sixteen birders cxplorcd
thc soulheast comcr of Sar Fmncrsco Bay. The day bcgan wr0r

a good vicw of a Percgrine Falcon sitting on a post. Aftcr a

long walk and a loflg wait, most of thc group had good vicws
of the immature Sabrnc's Gull which had bccn at. fie salt ponds

for several days. We also had good views of Clark's Grebe and
Marsh Wrcn among a total of 72 specrcs seen or heard.

Eliznbefi Dickey

YOLO COUNTY CHECKLIST

Yolo Audubon Society is proud [o present the latest cdition of
hcrr county checkLst (rcyiscd March, 193). lt includes a brief
dcscription of the area, seasonal disribution and habilat codes

lor evcry bird spccics seen in Yolo CounLy through January,
t993, and a map, Iist, and description of Yolo hospots. The
cost includlng shipping is $3.25 for one checklist, $6.00 for
two, 59.00 for three, and $l1.75 for four. Send your che{k
payable to Yolo Audubon !o Yolo Audubon Society, P. O. Bor
886, Davis, CA 956.l7-0886.
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Please send observaUons to Steve Glovcr,
333 Goshen CL, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call829-7207 .

Plea-rc include vour tclephone numbcr wrth your obsewations.

Pacific Loon: 3 on l2l5 at Clifton Coun Forebay. (BR) Rarc
anywhere inland.
Red-neckcd Grcbe: 'l on l2l5 at Ctifton Court Forebay. (BR)
Probably the same individual as in fte past two ycars.
Black-vented Shearwater: 2 on I lRO off Pescadero Beach, San
Mateo County. (JR)

Cattle Eeret: 2 on lln1 GR, RC) and 1128 (SG) along
MounEin House Rd., N. E. Alameda County.
Tundra Swan: 8 on 1125 and 9 on I128 at the Marsh Creek
Rescrvoir (SG); 1000 on I l/16 along Slaten Island Road, San

Joaquin Co. (FB, MJC, HH).
Wood Duck: a pair present through at Icast 1216 at Oak Hrll
Park at thc end of Stone Vallcy Rd. (PK)
Eurasian \ igeon: I ma.le on 1l/16 at Arowhead Ma$h. (JR)
Harlcquin Duck: I pair on I l/3 at the Pt. Rcycs Frsh Docks.
(FB, MIC, BG, Hl0
Black Scorcr: 15 on I l/3 at thc Fish Dcks. (FB, MJC, BG,
HH)
Barrow's Goldcneve: females , I on I l/19 and 2 on lll23, at
Hayward Regional Shorehne. (BR)
Hooded Merganser: 4 on 1 1/16 (BR, KH) and 2 on I 1/17 (JR,
RR) at San Pablo Rcservoir, nonh of Onnda; 3 on ll23 at
Lakc Luccrnc ln San Mateo Co. (FB, MJC, HH, EL); 12 on
I l/30 along Chileno Vallcy Rd., Mann Co. (MJC, EL, HH,
FB); 7 fcmales and I malc on I128 (SC) and 4 on l1l5 (SG,
KH, JL) along Bruns Rd. near Byron; I fema.le from 1125 !o
lU30 at 7 Hills School, Walnut Crcck (HH, FB).
Red-shouldercd Hawk: at le:lst 4 on I l/16 at the San Pablo
Rescrvorr. (KH, BR)
Swarnson's Hawk: I immature on l2l4 and on 1215 a.long the
Altamont Pass Rd. (JL) This rs very late for fte East Bay.
"Harlan's" Red-hilcd Hawk: I immature on I127 (BR) and
1ll28 (SG) along PatLerson Pass Rd. Rare in Cahfornra.
Merlin: I on 11/20 at Pescadero Beach (JR); I on ll28 at
Pattcrson Pass (SG).
Pcregrrnc Falcon: I on I l2E at PalBrson Pass. (BR)
Gyrfalcon: 1 lmmature first seen on 1127, also seen I l/J0, at
Paltcrson Pass. (BR, RC) Aldrough this blrd is young and has

no jcsses, lt is very difficult. to know whcthcr an exralimital
Gyrfalcon is wild or an escapee. Aboul 3 records accepted for
the state.

Clapper Rail: 1on l1/13 at Hayward RS. (HC, BR, SC)
Apparcntly recolonizing this site.
Sandhrll Crane: 3000 on ll/16 along Saren Island Rd. (FB,
MJC, HH)
Lone-btllcd Curlew: 70 on lll25 along Dear Valley Rd.,
south of Antioch. (SG)
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Ru:[f: I juvenile on I120 on privaF propedy near Santa Fe

Gradc Rd (BR, LF)
Little Gull: I iust winter bird on 1120 on privae propeny
ncar Santa Fc Grade Rd. (BR, LF) Very rare in Califomia-
Ancienr Muneler: I on I l/16 (BR, KH) and I l/17 (JR, RR) at
San Pablo Rescrvoir. Sard to have been present as long as two
wecks prior to this. First county record.
Cround-Dovc: I dove, dcscribed as cinnamon brown, fat, and
shorter than ncarby Mouming Dovcs, on 1122 in her t afayettc
yad. (LC) Neither Common nor Ruddy Ground-Dovc has yct
bccn observed hcre, although both are possible.

Shon-Eared Owl: I on I l/13 at Hayward RS. (BR,HC,SG)
Now rare here.

Trooical Kingbird: I on I U3 at Drake's Beach, Pt. Reyes. @G,
MJC, HH, FB)
Mountarn Bluebird: 157 oa llf27 in the Allamont Pass/Conal
Hollow area (BR, RC); 14 on I125 along Dear Valley Rd. ncar
Chadboume Rd. (SG); 2 on llf28 at the inErsection of Marsh
Crcck Rd. and Camino Diablo (SG).
Clay-colored Sparrow: I in hs Hayward yard on 1125 (HC),
seen again 1126 (BR).
Sage Soanow: I ol 11f23 at Haywad RS (BR); l-2 singing
on l2l4 along Noflll Gatc Rd., Mt. Diablo Statc Park (KH,
SG).
Whitc-throated Sparrow: I adult on I l/17 in her Concord yard.
(MJC)
l:wrence's Goldfinch: I male on 1128 at Patt'erson Pass. (BR)

Obscrvers: Florence Bennett, Rich Cimino, Louisc CIa*, Dr.
Howad Cogswell, Mary Jane Culver, Leona Fccney, Beuy
Gallaghcr, Steve Glovcr, Hugh Harvey, Kcvin Hinsa, Pam
Keiser, Eugenia [:rson, Jim l,omax, Bob Richmond, Jcan
Rrchmond, and Rich Richmond.

NOlg: The Rare Bird Alerl Number 528-0288 in now to be

used solely for reporting observaUons. Therc is no wcekly
summary tape. Thc daily update number is 524-5592.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our socrety has fmm timc !o timc rcccrved gencrous bcqucsts,
gifs, and donations given in memory of friends or rclativcs or
as sponBneous contributions to the society's activi(es. Thcse
donations are welcomed as a significant support of our goals of
wildLfe apprcciation and conservalion.

Thrs month MDAS would like to express is appreciation for a
donation from Elizabeth ard N/tarriou Dickcy. Thclr generosity
is very much valued.
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CLASSES AND EXCURSIONS

Norah Bain's ficld classes for both beginrung and intermediate
birdcrs wrll mcct on the followrng THURSDAYS: January l3
and 20, Fcbruary 24, and March 24 and 31. Classes me€t from
9:00 a.m. to l:@ p.m. We havc a rcservation to visit Cyprcss

Grove Preserve, a propeny belonging to Audubon Canyon
Ranch Resrdcnt biologist John Kelly will be our host. The
Orinda Communrty Cen@r class brochure wrll be availablc on

Dccembcr 20. Regisration rs by mail, to be received before
January 4, at the Orinda Communtty Cenlet,26 Onnda Way,
Orinda, CA 94563. The fee is S29 for Onnda residents, $31

for others. For more informatton, call Norah at 2544516.

Tale wrng to venezuela on a 19 day tour (April 16 - May 4,
1994) offcrcd by Cherscman's Ecology Safans and arranged by
the Venczuela Audubon Society as a fundraiscr for Santa Clara
Valley Audubon and Vcnezuela Audubon. Houston Audubon
Presiden[-clect Lynnc Aldrich and rcsidenl. Venezuelan guide
Davrd Ascanio wrll lcad this birding our, which is limitcd to
rcn peoplc. Highlghts include the Rro Grande Foresl Reservc,
home to the Harpy Eagle,4 days on L: Escalcra, wrth Guranan

specialUcs including the Guianan Cock-of-he-Rock, and on to
rhc Gran Sabana, famcd for rts spcctacular rcpuis. We Eke rn
Amazonas a boat trip up the Onnoco River to a natlonal park
rn Columbra rcplcte with Umbrettabird. Tour members wtll
so.;ourn 4 days in the hcart of the Lower Llanos at Hato El
Frio. Laguna dc Mucubaji at 12,000 feet in the nonhern
Andcs and Sicna Nevada National Park providc total contrast to
Amazonas and the Llanos. Tour cost is $2,750, including tie
domesuc flrghs (5220) rn Vcnczuela. A t}rrceday exrcnsion to
Hcnn Prttrer Natronal Park is availablc. For furrhcr dctarls,
conract rhc Chccsemans at (408) 867- I 371 or (800) 527-5330.

PCL'S llTH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM

The Plannrng and Conservation Lcague's Eleventh Annual
Symposrum wrll ake place January 8 and 9 at Sacramenb
City Collcge at 3835 Freeport BIvd. rn Sacramcnto. This
ycar's thcme, "Environmental Leadershrp lor California," wrll
providc exccllcnt opponunities for informational cxchange
witr political and crtrzcn leadcrs. PCL will be prescnting rcn
pancls dcsrgned rc inform Symposium auendanls about various
areas of concern affecting the environmental quality of tife in
Calrfomra and to prescnt an opponunrty for dralogue with the

cxpefls in thosc fields. Regisuation for the Symposium will
bcgin at 8:30 a.m. Saturday and 9:@ a.m. Sunday. The fec for
the enure confcrence including meals is $85, for Saturday only
$60, and lor Sunday only $50. AII fccs are $l0lowcr for PCL
mcmbcrs. You can rcgister by writing to Sue Hirsch at PLC,
926 J Sucet, #612, Sacramento, CA 95814, or calling (916)
444-8726, extcnsron 7.

FELLOW BAAC MEMBERS

One requcst by several mcmbers in the rcent Quail survey was

more informalion on the activities of ober Audubon chapters

and conservadon groups in our area. Because of space and ftnc
constaints for publishing the Quail, it is impossible to hcludc
information on regular activities of alt other local chaptcrs and

organizations. As a substitute, information about subscribing
to the newsleuers of thc seven other Bay Area Audubon Council
(BAAC) members in given below. InformaLion on tre odrcr
conservadon organizations will be given in a future issuc.

To receivc a chapl.er's newsletter, send a check made out !o thc

chapter for thc grven amount !o thc given address. Thc area in
parens afEr some of tre ncwslcttcr namcs is the area scrved by
that chapter.

$10 forThe Gull (San Francisco and the East Bay)
Golden Gate Audubon Society
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suirc C
Berkcley, CA 94702

$lO [or Mqdrone lzaves
Madmne Audubon Socicty
c/o Joan Dranginis
601 Buena Vrsu Dr.
Santa Rosa, CA 9540/.

$10 for The Redwood Ing
Marin Audubon Society
c/o Ben Casuneda
593 Pennsylvania Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94107

$6 lor Song Sparrow
Napa-Solano Audubon Socicty
c/o Una Bcth Baxley
732 Wrlson Avenuc
Vallelo, CA 94590

$10 for The kte Call (Southern Alamcda County)
Ohlone Audubon Society
c/o Mary NorGrom
1608 Walden Coun
Fremont, CA 94539

$l0 for The Avocet
Santa Clara Va.llcy Audubon
22221 Mcclellan Road
Cupenino, CA 95014

SlO for Sequoia Needles (San Mateo County)
Sequoia Audubon Society

30 W. 39h Avenue, #202
San Mateo, CA 944034561
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NEW MEMBERS

Wc cxtcnd warm grccungs !o thcse new MDAS mcmbers and
hopc to mcct thcm at our activitics: John Adams, Mark Baaba,
Evclyn Bcattic, Bctty Boncs, Mrs. B. Callahan, Susan Castlc,
Margarct Clarkson, Jack Frceman, Fran Harrrson, Caren Hult,
Jcnscn-Wcctcr, Philhp Lcrma, Jamcs Montgomery, Kimbcrly
Morsc, Mrs. Harold Prnney, Carl Powcrs, Barbara Raabhall,
Hcnry Sandcrs, David Schercr, Robcn Schlag, Rose Shramick,
Rosanne Stone, Bcn Trc.;o, B. Tymczak, R. R. Wrntcr, and
Mrs. Donqld WorL
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DON'T READ THE QUAIL?
Two membcrs who responded to the MDAS survey indicaEd
that they do not read the Qua . lf oae of them is you, or if
you are ons of tlre 1000 mcmbers who drd not scnd back thc
survcy and you also do not read the Quarl, szve yoursclf the
troublc of throwing the Qaarl out cach month, save rle chapter
some moncy, and save a rc€ or two. CaJl our president Jim
tomax, 825-1513, or any board mcmber, and tcll us ln removc
your namc [rom the Quail maihng list. Be surc to spcll your
namc and give your address. YOU WILL STILL BE A
MEMBER OF NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY!
You will also be wclcomc at any chapter funcdons and can ask

to rcsume rccciving the Quil at any tmc.
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Quail s publLshed monthly except for the combued JulylAugust issue. Audubon membership Lncludes subscrrytions to the

Quail and. Autlubon magazine To pin ($35lyear individutl, $38family; introductory rates available), wnte your check to National
Audubon Society but send u, wtth letrcr or subscnpuon cord, to the Membership Chairperson, Mike Willioms, I 172 ktrch Avenue,
Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter benelits financtally from tnembershtp applicuions it processes Full mernbership is encouraged, bul
subscnptton to lhe Quail Ls avatlable separate from rumbershry at $l)lyear The check should be made out to MDAS and railed to
the MDAS Treasurer, Pam Ketser,505 WrLd. Flower Place, Danv le, CA 94526. Fust class mailinq to trumber or nonmember is ar
addttonol $3S)/year payoble to MDAS & sent to the Treasurcr
ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION ConsUk M*e W lnms, (510) 376-1631.

Bqrbara Burek, Editor, 157 Mt Kennedy Dr , Marunez, CA 94553 (510) 229-0394
Dxchange bulleuns for MDAS to Mt Dtablo Audubon Socrcry, P O Box 53,lValnut Creek,CA 94597-0053, please
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February Program:

How Do Birds Fly?

For our February 3 meeting, Tom Steller will give
a slide presentation entitled "Avian Adaptions for
Flight." His presentation will look at birds as high-
performance flyers, focusing on the evolution of the
many highly specialized adapations that make avian
flight possible. Tom will discuss flight performance,
feather structure and function, requirements for high
performance flight, avian metabolism, circulation and
respiration as they pertain to flight, skeletal and
physiological adaptations relevant to flight, and the
dynamics of avian flight.

Tom Steller has had an interest in natural history, and
particularly birds, since the age of ten. He has a
B.A. in Biology and is currently the Senior Curator
of the Natural Science Department for the Oakland
Museum. He has been with the Oakland Museum
for seventeen years in various positions, including
both taxidermist and exhibit preparator. He enjoys
birding, researching birds, and investigating other
ecological topics. Tom was very active in Mt. Diablo
Audubon in the late 1970's.

Birding Information will focus on the role of birds in
toxicology and environmental conservation. MDAS
Intemational Conservation Chair Jill Hedgecock will
discuss for us the historical imponance of birds as
the indicators of environmental health as well as the
continuing role birds play in conservation efforts.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

The next MDAS board meeting will be at the home of
Elizabeth Dickey, 113 Hillcrest, Orinda, 254-0486.
Board meetings are open to all interested memben.

Introducing the Weekend Birding Break. At the
request of our members, the MDAS Field Trips is
starting a new type of trip: a shon (no more than
three hours), local weekend field trip for those who
can't attend weekday trips and have only limited time
on weekends. Our first Weekend Birding Break will
be on Sunday, February 20, at Hidden Lakes Park in
Martinez, currently the site of a rare Field Sparrow.
See Field Trips, Page 3, for more details on this trip,
and Observations, Page 4, for more details on the
Field Sparrow.

o



CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

VOLUNTEERISM: A PUBLIC SERVICE
OR THE GESTAPO?

Audubon's annual Cfuistmas bird counts draw prcss and praise

throughout the length and brcadth of our land. Data collectcd
each year, when compiled (by AUDUBON), present hisbrical
fact and are used by researchers, students, and professronals.

"So, you ask "what does our Chrisunas count have to do with
thc Cestapo?" Welt, folks, it's this way. The US Depanment
of Interior supponed H.R. 1845 dcsigned to create the National
Biological Suncy. Is purpose is to zrsscss more accurately
the brologrcal resources of this nation. As introduced, thc bill
contained a provision t}lat permitted the govemment to make

use of volunteers whcn biologrcal studies wcrc undenaken.
Clcar enough. Ahl But read on. During the debate on the
House tlmr, l}le bill was amended. The provision dealing wiur
(possiblc) use of voluntecrs was climinated. Jack Fields of
Tcxas roared o the assembled legrslators:

"Our complarnt ls that bc voluntecrs, non-sclcncc volunteers
with a spccial agenda ... are golng to be pan and parcel of ...
the survey... You slart witi bad scrence, you end up wit}l bad

sciencc,.. "

Rcprescntativc Fields also made thesc "rntcrestrng" commenls

"lr is hard to bclieve that an interest group could actually bc
onc of the volunteers, that we could have the ... AUDUBON
(cmphasis supplicd) Socrcty... qualrfy as volunE€rs to go oul
and collcct data... ln cssencc we arc crealing an cnvironmental
Gesupo that will go on pcople's private propeny... "

The cdrtor o[ the Sanla Clara Audubon Avoce, madc these apt

comments:

"The members (of Congress) who supponed his amendmenl.

insult the qua.lity and integrity of volunrcers whose effons date

back almost a ccntury. If opponens of the National Biological
Survey have their way, the Secretary of the Intcrior would bc

prohibiLcd from putting CBC rcsults and other volunrcer-
gcneratcd data inl.o any natronal data base. This would bc a

disastcr for bird moni[onng programs--CBC's and Brceding
Bird Surveys, to name two--most of whrch rcly heavily on

volunrccrs in the [ield."

I've alkcd o and obscrved many so-called professionals who
observc birds and bird affairs. I would put many Audubon
"bird" people in the range of superb experts, and the ONLY
reason Audubon peoplc aren't professionals Is because they

arcn't paid for their work. You say, "So what?" I think thcse

congressmen and all the others who suppon heir views have

highly insulted EVERY AUDUBON BIRDER and I don't
think any of us should ake such insuls without a response' I
suggest hat evcry MDAS member writc to SenatoB Feinsteln
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and Boxer and your congressmen exprcssing outrage at being
aligncd with Gesapo and urging them !o se! thar provisions
daling with use of volunteqs be reinslated in H.R. 1845. You
can write b thc Senators:

Honorablc Dianc Feinstein, U.S. Senator
Senate Offic€ Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

A letler to Senator Barbara Boxer should be sent to tte same

ad&ess. ktters to congressmen should be addrcssed:

Honorable Georgc Miller
U.S. Congressman - Califomia
House Office Building
Washingon, D.C. 20515

A lctter to Bill Baker should be sent to the same address.

DONT FORGET AUDUBON'S WESTERN REGIONAL
CONFERENCE "BIRDS IN THE BALANCE"

lf one wonden "what Audubon is doing," arrange to attend the

Wesl.em Regional Confcrence, March 26-29. a Asilomar. The
program wilt bring home to cveryonc just what's happcning !o
our migratory bird popularions. You will also find oul what

Audubon proposcs ro do and lS ln fact doing to try lo cnsuc
tre long tcrm survrval of avian populauons. You will mect

hundreds of "bird" folks. You will hear expe(s kllk about
birds, Audubon, he present and luture. It wtll be a rcwarding
expcricnce for all who atend. Cct your reservations in early.

[Ed.: Regiskation deadhne is Fcbruary 22. For informauon,
call the Audubon Wesrcm Regronal Officc, (916) 481-5332.1

WATER
That stuff we learned about rn high school chemistry, i.e.,
H2O is going to be one of THE malor tssues in Califomia tn

6e next few years. Repo s devcloped by csscntially ALL the

malor supphers in the Bay fuea dcmonstratc thcre will be a

substantial shoffall of waEr to me€! all of fie needs now seen

as cssendal. Alameda and Conra Cosla predict watq available

for potabte use wrll NOT meet anticlpated dcmands within the

ncxt 20 yea$. Thc shonfall will arrive much sooner IF therc

is another &ough[. To demonstral.e how some planners are

thinking, we quotc, withoul comment, ftom a rec€nt reporr

"lf institutional uncerlainities can be eliminated, it could
reducc the need for new factliucs or ovcrbuilding for
reliability. (Examples of unceflainty include thc

Endangered Species AcL regulalory rcqutemens, changing

shndards, (e.9., he Clean water Act and the Bay-Delta
Esruary sundards), and the Cenral Valley Projcct
lmprovement Act.) What is hc cost of unrcsolved issucs

and requisite reliability? What changes in public policy are

needcd in order to achrcve a safe, reliable, quantity of water?'

If all of the abovc lerms were climinated or made meffecdvc,

thc results for birds, fish and other wrldlife could bc disasrous.
Wc would go so far as to predict the effecls on humans would

likely b€ disastrous as well. Therc ne€ds l'o be resolution of
somc of the issucs as to how futurc wal.er supplies will be

used. Such is not going lo occur IF all intcrests conl.inuc to

seek solutions only thtrough the courls.
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F'IELD TRIPS

Dilllculty of field trip:
Category l: Easy, Iittlc or no walking, smmth paths
Category 2: Moderate, I mile or morc, possibly rough
Category 3: Difficutt, cxtensivc walkmg, rough terrair

NOE: Befsuse of problems this winter due to bad wca$q or
road conditions, field trips may be cancelled by thc leadcr fte
day ot the tdp at hc carpool locadon. If you havc doubs, call
fie leader up to 112 hour before dcparture timc.

Saturday and Sunday, February 5 and 6, Los Banos cnd thc
Panoche Valley. Saturday in the lrs Banos arca wc lmk
for duck and geese. Sunday up rn 0re Panoche Valley we lmk
for Mountain Plovcr and Mountain Bluebirds. There will be a
group drnner Saturday at the Woolgrower's Restaurant rn Los
Banos. Call rip leader ELzabch Dickey,29-0486, for more
rnformauon. Makc motel reservadons now. In Los Banos is
the Bonanza Morel, (209) 82G3871. Nearby in Sana Nella
arc Bcst Wcstern @ea Soup) Andcrsen's Inn, (2W) 82G5534,
Holrday Inn Mission de Oro, (209) 826-4444, and Motel 6,
(209) 826-644.

Wednesday, February 9, Thornton. Carpool 7:30 a.m.,
southwes! corner of Sun Valley parkrng lot. Meet 8:45 a.m.
in park at end of Glascock Rd. Take SR 4 I,o An(ioch Bridge
(toll), go north on SR 160 along river to Rio Vista. Tum
right on SR 12 for 'l 1.5 miles, then tum lcft onto Glascock
Rd. Tundra Swans, Sandhill Crancs, hawks and grassland

birds. Trip will go rn light rain. If questions, call the lcadcr.
Leadcr: Barbara Vaughn,376-8732 CaEgory I

Saturday, February 19, Bodcga Bay. Caryool 7:15 a.m.,
southwesl comer of Sun Va.lley parking lot. Me€t 9:00 a.m.
at the Tides Reslaurant. Go north on US 101. Talc Oc
Washrngton St. exrt in Pctaluma, go wcst on Bodcga Hwy. to
SR l, tum right to Bodega Bay. The Tides Restaurant is on
left, opposrtc a Union stauon. Can be cold and wrndy.
Leader: Shirley Eltis,939-9091 Catcgory I

Sunday, February 20, Hidden Lakcs Park. Mect al 8:30
a.m. at $e end of Glacrer Dr. in Maninez. From Conu-a Costa
Blvd., tum west on Cen@r and continuc west to Glacier. Tr.IrIr

lef! to end. A Weekend Birding Break trip.
Leader: Dense WiEhq37G.7342 Category 2

Thursday, Fcfirua|J 24, Berkeley shorelinc. Carpool 8:00
a.m. at Acalanes Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., Just north of
Hwy. 24. Meet at 8:30 a.m. in thc parking lot at thc nonh
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end of thc Emeryvillc Marinr Takc Hwy. 24, turn nonh onto
I-80. Take the first cxit Powell SL, tum lefl under thc frerway
to the cnd of thc road. Park in parking lot. May be cold and
windy. t oons, grebes, and bay ducks.
laadcr Denise WiEht,37O-7342 CaEgory I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

ALTAMONT, Decembcr 2.
Ninc membcrs birdcd this hilly arca on a lovcly day lmking for
rapors and Mountain Bluebirds. Among cleven hawk specics
secn wcrc morc Red-Tails, including many dark morphs, than in
recent years, several Goldcn Eaglas, a Merlin, a Prairie Falcon,
and thc'tlarlan's" Red-Tail, which was finally seen latc in the
rip. Over 100 Mountain Blucbirds along Pa[erson Pass Rd., 2
Cattle E$e(, and 3 Burrowing Owls werc also among thc 63
spccies @llied.

Jean Richmond

NILES CANYON GRAVEL PITS, December 8
Tnp was cancelled due to nrin.

PALO ALTO BAYLANDS, Dccember I I.
Although it was raining during this field rip, thrce birders werc
crazy cnough o go. Vcry few birds wcre seen, but ftc group
did find Clapper Rails and two were patient enough to see tre
two Black Rails.

Elizabeth Dickcy

LAFAYETTE RESERVOIR, December 29.
Fourteen brders walked 3.7 miles around kfayctte Rescrvoir
on a cool but clear morning. Highhghts of the trip were Ruby-
crowned Kingle6 everywhere, some showing the small, rufous
pa(ch atop thc head but one displaying a magnificcnt ruflled
crest of red feathcrs. A real su4,rise was sighting not one but
two Soras at oppositc ends of tie rescrvoir. 39 species seen.

Barbara Vaughn

SPRING BIRDTNG CLASSES

Evening bird classes taught by Joe Morlan will stafl February
8,9, and 10. All classcs meet from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in
Room 222, Marina Middlc School, 3500 Fillmorc at Bay
SEect, San Francrsco. Field Omithology I mces on Tucsdays
and is an inuoduction rc bids and birding. Field Omithology Il
mces on Wcdncsdays and is a continuing study of watcr birds,
including shorebirds and gulls. Ficld Omithology III mccts on
Thursdays and is a continuing study of land birds, including
thrashers, vircos, and warblers. Each class has two seven-weck

Ffls. Classes are endorscd by Golden Gatc Audubon Ssiety.
Fccs arc S65 for each sevcn-wcek coursc. Pre-rcgistration is
recommended. For furthcr information, call the Ciry Collcge of
San Francisco, Continuing Education Officc, (415) 561-1840.
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ps are open !o mcmbers and nonmcmbers alrke. Carpoo
dmc is departurc time. Carpool expense: 5 cents per mile
per rider is suggested; blls and cntry fecs are sharcd equally
by drivcr and riders. Bring binculam, lield guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzlc; if in doubt, call leader up l,o

Umc.hour trcfore
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Please send observations to Steve Glover,
333 Goshen CL, San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207,

Please includc your telcohone number with your observations.

Pacific Loon: 1 on lz0l at Marina Bay Harbor, Richmond.
(sG, JA)
Lcach's Storm-Pctrel: I on l/8 at the Hayward Regional
Shorchne. (BR) Exrcmely rare in the Bay.
Ash), Storm-Petrel: I on lE and 1/10 a( Flayward RS. (BR)
Amencan Whrte Pelican: 8 on l2l18 ovcr Mitchell Canyon,
Mt. Diablo State Park. (KA, EL, H&RH, C&S[D
Cattlc EgreL I on 12[28 urd l/l at Lakc Mcrritt. (FB, MJC)
Tundra Swan: 2 adults,4 immatures on 12 over his San Ram-

on home. (KH)
Wood Duck: 3 pair on l2l13 at San Pablo Re,servoir (KH); 16

on 12129 alonr Putah Crcck, Solano Co. (FB, MJC, EL); I
fcmale on l/6 at Hidden t ake,s Park QA).
Blue-winsed Teal: 6 on l/10 at Hayward RS. (BR)
Bluc-wingcd Teal x Crnnamon Teal hybrid: I male on 12/13

at Mt. Vrew Sanitary Disrict. (KH)
Eurasian Wrgeon: 2 males on l2118 at Maltard Rescrvoir.
(BR, SG)
Rrng-neckcd Duck: 500 on l2/13 at San Pablo Reservotr.
(Klr)
Tultcd Duck: I male on 12l18 at Mallard Reservoir. (BR,
sG)
Oldsquaw: t on t2Dl (JR), 1228 (FB, MJC), and l/l (FB,
MJC) at Lako Msrriu..
Barrow's Goldeneye: 50 on l2l2l (JR) and 70 on l2n\ and
l/l (FB, MJC) at Lake Mcrritt; I immaturc male and I fcmale
on l2l31 on the Bay at tic foot of Calfomia SL, Rodco (SG,

JA).
Hoodcd Mcrganser: 35 oo l2l2l and 12[29 at Putah Creek
(FB, JD, MJC, EL)i 2 fcmales on l2l18 along waterfront Rd.
(sG, BR)
Bald Eagle: I adult on l/l along Dougherty Rd. east of San

Ramon. (KH)
Merlin: I on l2l18 at Mallard Reservoir (BR, SG)i I on l/13
near the intcrsection of lcnnon and Wiget Lanes, Walnut
Creek (MS).
Prarnc Falcon: I on l2l18 at Mallard Re,scrvorr (SG, BR)l I
on l2l19 and lB at Hayward RS (BR, KH, SG).
Percgnnc Falcon: I on 12118 at Mallard Rcscrvor. (BR)

Black Rail: 2 on 12110 at Palo Alto Baylands (HH, MJC,
FB); 8 on l2l18 in the Piusburg marshes (BC), tound on the

Christmas Count, this number will likely bc the high for the
nauon.
Black Oystercatcher: 3 on l2B1 at the old Albany dump.
(sc, JA)
Lesser Yellowlegs: 4 oa 12118 along Warcrfront Rd. (SG,

BR)
Glaucous Gull: I immature on lE at Hayward RS. (BR)
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Greater Roadrunner: I rcporrcd on l/6 from Siblcy Rcgional
Park by an unknown party. If rue, this would be vcry exciting,
as madrunners werc thought extirpatcd from thc Bcrkclcy Hills
decades ago.

Common Poorwill: I on l2l18 on N. Gate Rd., ML Diablo
State Park. (KtO Very rarely detected ln wintcr.
Acom Woodpecker: 8-10 on l2n at Golden Gate Park. (JR)

Very rare at this park.
Phainopepla: I female on l/5 at Hidden Lakes Park. (KH, GF,
BR)
Warbling Vireo: I on l/l I near the inrersection of lsnnon and

Wrget L:nes. (MS) Probably 6e first wintcr record for the

East Bay.
Chiooing Spanow: a llock of at least 40 on l/8 at Putah

Creek, Solano Co. (SG, RL)
Field Sparrow: 1 found l/4 at Hidden Lakes Park, Maruncz,
by Denise Wight, present thmugh at least 1/13. Founh rccord
for Califomia, second winter record for California, and first
marnland record for Nonhem Cahfornra. In terms of rarity for
tic statc, no bird ever found in Contra Costa County cven
comes close.
Vemer SDarrow: 1 on l/12 a[ fie Alhambra Creek parking lot
of Briones Rcgional Park. (JA) Now rare rn the county.
White-throated Spanow: I adult on 12l5 in her Concord yard
(MJC); 2 rn her Danville yard ftom l2Rl to at least l/13 (NC);
I on l2l18 at Wall Ridge, MDSP (KH).
Harris'Sparrow: I srncc l2l15 in his Danville yard. (DJ)

Observers: Kamran Alavi, John Ascher, Florcnce Bcnnelt, Bitl
Chilson, Norma Clary, Mary Jane Culver, Janice Dinaule,
Ceorgc Frnger, Steve Glover, Hugh and Rosita Flarvcy, Claudia
and Scott Hein, Kevin Hinlsa, David Jesus, Eugenia [:rson,
Ron Lrndeman, Bob Richmond, Jean Rrchmond, Maury Srcm,

and Denise Wrghl

Nolc: Thc Rare Bird Alert Numbcr 528-0288 in now [o be

used solely for rcpordng observations. Thcre rs no weckly
summary urpe. The daily updarc number ts 524-5592.

INTERNATIONAL CORNER
by Jill Hedgecock

BRAZTL STOPS LOGCING AND ENFORCES IT
During rc course of I993, the issuc of logging the indrgcnous

reserves in South Para. Brazil, bounced back and fonh. In May,
an injunction to hala the logging was ovenumed. Howcver, a

historic decision enforcing tic injunction was handed down in
Sep@mber, when a Brazrhan logger was hned over $200,000
(U. S. dottars) for illegal extraction. Bird species, such as l}lc
Osprcy and thc Barn Swallow, whrch brccd in t}tc Unrted Sktes,
migrate o Brazil during the winrcr.
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THE 1993 CHRISTMAS COUNT RESULTS

The 1993 Mt. Drablo Audubon Chnstmas Count yielded 156 species, which is about our avcrage ovcr thc last five ycars. Highlights
included Eurasian Wigeon, Tufted Duck, Barrow's Goldeneye, Pcregrinc Falcon, Mountain Bluebird, and Townsend's Solitaire. Onc

new bird, never seen bcfore on our Chrisrmas Counls, was addcd: a Common Poorwill was seen on Mt. Diablo. Despite gcncrally

good weat}rer, numbers were significantly down. [:st year over 80,000 indrvtdua.ls wcre se€n, t]tis year 5 I,785. No onc is cxacdy

sure why. I want to thank the 65 volunteers who wcnt out on Decembcr 18, as wcll as the six feeder-warchers, for making fiis a

great day as wcll as a fun day. Finally, oncc again, spccial thanks go to Gloria Louen and her crew for anangtng a marvelous dinner.

Jrmm Edgar, Compiler

Pied-billcd Grcbc
Homcd Grebc
Earcd Grcbc
Wesrcm Grcbc
Clark's Grcbe
Amerrcan Whrtc Pelican
Doublc-cresrcd Cormorant
Amcncan Bi(cm
Grcal. BIuc Hcron
Grcat Egrct
Snowy Egrct
Grccn Heron
BIack-crorvncd Nrght-Hcron
Tundra Swan

Grea@r White-fronted Goose
Snow Cmse
Carnda Gmsc
Wood Duck
Grecn-winged Tcal
Mallrrd
Noniem Pintarl
Crnnamon Tcal
Nonhcm Shovclcr
Gadwall
Eurasran Wigcon
Amcncan Wigcon
Canvasback
Redlrcd
Rrng-nccked Duck
Tuttcd Duck
Greatcr Scaup

Lrsser Scaup

Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldcneye
Bufflctrcad
Hoodcd Merganser
Common Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Turkey Vulturc
Whrte-lailed Kite

Nonlem Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Coopcr's Hawk
Red-shouldered l{awk
Rcd-tarlcd Hawk
Fcmrgrnous Hawk
Golden Eagle
American Kcstrcl
Mcrlin
Pcrcgrrnc Falcon
Prarric Falcon
Ring-neckcd Phcasant
CaLfomra Quail
Black Rail
Virginia Rarl
Sora

Common Moorhcn
American Coot
Btack-bellicd Plovcr
Killdcer
Black-nccked Stilt
Amencan Avocet
Gre3rcr Ycllowlcgs
L€sser Yellowlegs
Spoued Sandpiper
long-billcd Curlew
Westem Sandpiper
Lras Sandpiper
Dunlin
Shon-brlled Dowitcher
Long-brllcd Dowicher
Common Snipe
Bonaparte's Gull
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Califomia Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer's Gull
Westem Gull
Glaucous-winged Cull

Forsler's Tem
Rock Dove
Band-tailed Pigmn
Mournmg Dovc
Bam Owl
Wcstcm Scrccchowl
Grcat Homed Owl
Common Poorwill
Whitc-ftroarcd Swift
Anna's Hummrngbrd
Belrcd Kingfisher
Acom Woodpccker
Rcd-breasEd Sapsucker

Nuttall's Wmdpeckcr
Downy W@dpecker
Hary Wmdpccker
Nonhcm Fhckcr
Black Phoebc
Say's Phoebc
HorIEd la*
Tree Swallow
Stellcr's Jay
Scrub Jay
Amcrican Crow
Common Ravcn
Chcstnut-backcd Chickadee
PIain Titmousc
Bushtit
Red-breasted Nu Btch
WhlE-breasrcd NutlaEh
Brown Crccpcr
Rock Wren
Bewick's Wrcn
Marsh Wren
Goldcn-crowncd Kinglct
Ruby-crowncd Kinglet
Weslem Bluebid
Mounain Bluebird
Townsend's Solitairc
Hcrmit Thrush

American Robin
Vaded Thrush
Wrenlit
Northem Mockingbird
California Thrasher
American Pipit
Cedar Waxwing
Loggerhcad Shrikc
Europcan Surling
Hutton's Vlrm
Yellow -rumped Warblcr
Townscnd's Warblcr
Common Yellowtluoat
Rufous-sided Towhee
Califomia Towhcc
R ufousrrowned Sparow
I:rk Sparrow
Sage Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Whi@-thrcarcd Sparow
Golden<rowned Spanow
White-crowned Sparmw
Dark€ycd Junco

Red-winged Blackbird
Tricolored Blackbird
Wcstem Meadowlark
Brewer's Blackbird
Brown-hcaded Cowbird
Purple Finch
Housc Finch
t sser Goldfinch
Amcrican Goldfinch
House Sparrow
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NEW MEMBERS

We are happy to greet. these new MDAS mcmbers and hope o
me€t them at meetings and trips: K. Anderson, Nancy Ayres,
Alan Babcock, Roy Bailcy, Bill Beck, Dana Bowers, William
Davis, Kennctt Dempstcr, Louise Forant, Davrd Fujikawa,
Jackic Gomes, James Hale, Mrs. Kenneth tlamberg, Chip
Hurley, Elizabeth Jackson, Roben Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Dana
Kilgore, Wilham Klinck, Eugenia Larson, L,ora [,cmons, Don
and Shirley Lrvrngston, Susan Mann, K. Minard, Steven
Moore, Tom Pctrich, Daniel Pistonc, Stephanie Pitts, Kate
Taylor, Samantha Tobias, Andrew Verdi, Sheila Williamson.
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NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS
720 Contra Costa Btvd.
Pleasant HiU, CA 94523

798-0303

WINTER SUPER SALES

BIA.OSEED
l5?o off all25lb. and 50 lb. bags

S I IF'T
$0.30 off all suet cakes and $0.60 off all suel. txbs

(Sale ends 228194)

6

l5?o-307o OFF
All Feeders Squinel Bafllcs
Bird Batls Squirrel Toys
Bird Houses Hanging Hardware

(SaIe cnds 2/14194)
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March Program:

Birding "Down Under"

For our March 3 general meeting, MDAS Program
Chair Denise Wight will give a slide presentation on
her recent trip to Australia. Denise spent the entire
month of November birding the east coast and "Top
End" of Australia by herself and with knowledgable
local birders. While in the rainforest, she recorded
some bizarre bird sounds, including Green Catbird,
Eastem Whipbird, Wompoo Pigeon, and many more
which she will also share with us. Her trip was a
wonderful adventure and included standing knee-
deep in crocodile-infested mangrove mud to see the
elusive Chestnut Rail, petting a live, wild python
while it was in the process of swallowing a wallaby,
having Crimson Rosellas and King Parrots land on
her head, hand-feeding wild Regent Bowerbirds, and
driving around Brisbane. Denise will give us tips on
how to bird Down Under.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Scial Time
8:30 Program

Weekend Birding Break. Our next shon, local
weekend field trip will be on Sunday, March 20 to
Lafayette Reservoir. Beginning bird-watchers and
members new to our area are encouraged to join us
for these weekend get-aways. See p. 3 for details.Consider the Raven. For Birding Information, Jimm

Edgar witl consider not only the raven, but also other
"black" birds.

The next MDAS board meeting will be Thursday,
March 10, at the home of Pam Keiser, 505 Wild
Flower Place, Danville, 838-8840. Board meetings
arc open to all irterested members.

Upcoming Event: Mark your calendar! The 1994
MDAS Birdathon will be on Sanrday, April 30. If
you have ideas or suggestions for making this our
best Birdathon ever, call Denise Wight,370-7342, or
Barbara Burek, 229 -0394.o



CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

DELTA ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CENTER:
GOOD NEWS!

Mong right along. Ycp! Plc€sed to tell you the Centcr is
moving rapidly toward reality. A planning mcctrng brought
togeher educators, planners, and rntercstcd pcoplc. A draft
plan for a 25,000 squarc fmt structure was prescntcd. lt was

agre€d preparatrons will be sEncd to dcvelop a Memorandum
of Undersunding to be signcd by decision-makers to sct (hc

project in motion. Thc modcst funding, sccdcd by thc MDAS
donation [or thc proJcct, now also rncludes monies from rcxic
spill fines and a substantral donatron from Tosco Rclincry. A
malor planning mecdng will lake placc latc rn Fcbruary. One
authorir.y predic@d the project will movc quickly. Thc total
estimated funds for thc projcct will bc scvcral million dollars.
There appears to be agrecmcnt t)at, hcause of tie enthusiasm
about the qualrty of the projcct, there is confidencc funding
goals will cvcntually bc achicved.

BIODIVERSITY
It was reponed last June when Secrcury of Inrcrior Babbitt and
Chair of the House Commilrce on fie tnterior Millcr spokc at
the John Muir House. Since that June mcctrng, biodrversity
and allied issues have recervcd the attcntion worthy of the
problem. The Brodivcrsrty Group has draftcd a proposal to
"Develop a Regional RcposiLory of Rcsource Information."
Includcd in the Biodiversity Croup are dccision-makcrs from
Contra Costa and Alarneda Count-ies, Ca.lifomia Dcpartment of
Fish and Game, East Bay Regional Park Disuict, and East Bay
Municipal Utility District with suppon from thc Conlra Costa
Watcr District. Formal propos:rls are being formulatcd. Whcn
the proposals are complerc, they will be presentcd to fcdcral
authorities. Long-tcrm condiuons drclate t}Iat fte brodivcrsity
o[ the two counties bc cxamincd. This imporLant project now
appcars to be moving bward a succcsslul conclusion.

WATER: WE NEED MORE
Wal.cr problems may or may not bc wrth us again in the futuro
due [o a lack of thc wct stuff. Rcccnt hcavy rains give "somc"
hopc Mom Naturc wrll be smiling on ftc state and wc will not
again suflcr a disasEous lack of watcr, r. c., droughl Whcthcr
Calitomra has a drought rn 1994 may NOT bc thc qucstion to
be answcrcd. A reccnl mccdng of thc Commitl.cc for Watcr
Policy Conscnsus hcard watcr managcrs from almost cvcry
Bay Arca disricl asscn thcy do not havc and cannot forcsce
how they can obtain a sufficicnt waLcr supply to mcct [uturc
dcmands. The Con tra C o sta 'l'tme s carr lcd an l rcm 

-o 
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5, "East County watcr supply could comc up cmpty." Dcnnis
Cu[[ wrorc, "Watcr officrals arc uncasy about thc adequacy of
long-term watcr supphcs for fast-growing East County aftcr
complctrng the first forecasl. of thc arca's watcr for lhe ncxt
halI century." Don Frcitas, a mcmbcr o[ thc Contra Costa
watcr Distnct Board of Dircctors, commcnted, "[ thrnk thrs is
a wakc-up call tlat we can no longcr lall back on thc old bchcf
there will bc plcntiful supplrcs around." At thc samc timc, wc

March 1994

se€ proposals to devclop projects of I I,000 or morc dwellings
in areas now almost totally uninhabircd. Many authorities
now prcdict that water will be THE cause of most disputes,
problems, and concerns of people, states, and nations in the
years [o comc. Watcr is a finite resourcc and if we continue to
attempt to tum deserts into oases, society will pay the cost

OLD GROWTH FORESTS
Decisron time rs almost upon us. Will he old growth foress
be tunhcr put to tic logger's ax? Or will more thoughtful
consideration be given to the implications of funher hcwing of
thcse important areas? These rcmaining forests are not really
negotiable. Past, less-than-thoughtful uscs have rcduced the
arc-a to about l07o of what used l'o bc here. If wc wcre in ftc
initial stages of logging, ncgodation or compromise would be
possrblc, but when only l0?o of trese important natural assets

rcmarn, it is timc to "JUST SAY NO."

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

PUTAH CREEK, January 8.
A light warn rain off and on did not dcter fie twcnty-three
birdcrs. Highlighs were an American Dipper, Canyon and
Rock Wrens, Wood Ducks, Hooded Mergansers, Barrow's
Goldcneye, and ten species of sparrows, including 40 Chipping
Sparrows, a Whire-throatcd Sparrow. and a Harris' Sparrow.
Toal spccies: 83.

Florcnce Bcnncl.l

LAKE MERRITT, January 12.

Five members and guests spent a pleasant morning around
take Meniu. The weather was perfect. Barrow's Goldeneye
were unusually abundanL but land birds were almost cntirely
absent. 2l specics toul.

Elizabeth Dickey

GRITTLY ISLAND, January 22.
This was a gray day with mcasional drizzle, but when the early
fog lifrcd, [wcnty birders enjoyed a good day. Starting wil}I a
Merlin and a Barn Owl, thcn an immature Rough-legged
Hawk, and contrnuing wrth excellenl views of a Sora, a tora.l

of 68 species was sc€n. At the end of thc day, many of the
group explored fte newlyopened Rush Ranch Preserve.

Elizabetl Dickey

SI-INOL REGIONAL PARK, JanMry 27.
It was a bcauuful day but only four birders came. One of the

highhghs came before the trip officrally saned: a flock of
about 40 turkcys, rncluding scvcral males displaying, along
Gcary Road. Thre! immature Colden Eagles werc seen at one
timc circling above l]le canyon. Both Cooper's and Sharp-
shinncd Hawks wcrc seen. A total of 39 spccies.

Etizabeth Dickey
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lps arc open l,o msmbers and nonmembers atikc. carpoo
ume is dcpafi.ure timc. Carpool expense: 5 cenLs per milc
per ridcr is suggcsl,ed; tolls and cnEy fecs are shared cqually
by driver and riders. Bring brnoculars, ficld guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzle: if in doubt, call leader up to

ure tlme.2 hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field trio:
Category l: Easy, httle or no walking, smooth paths
CaLcgory 2'. Moderatc, I milc or more, possibly rough
Carcgory 3: Difficult, extcnsive walking, rough Errain

Wednesday, March 2, Hayward Regional Shorelinc. Car-
pcrl 7:45 a.m. at El Nido at St. Stcphens, off SR-24. Mcet al
8:15 a.m. in parking lol at cnd of Winton Ave. From I-880,
urn west on Winbn Ave. and tollow to parking lot at end.
Lcader: Barbara Vaughn, 376-8732 Catogory 2

Saturday, March 12, Tomales Bay Statc Park. Carpool
7:00 a.m., Acalanes Ave., olf Pleasant Hrll Rd., just north of
SR 24. Mee[ al8:30 a.m. in the parkrng lot. at Hcan's Dcsrrc
Bcach a[ Tomales SP (S5 enlrancc fee). Cross San Rafacl
Bndge. From US 101, lake San Rafael exrt, go 2 blocks, tum
lcft onlo Sir Frances Drake Blvd. Follow Sir Francis Drake
Blvd. through Invcrncss. Just ovcr the rrdge, Lum right onto
Prcrce Point Rd. Thc park cntrancc rs on thc right.
Lcadcr: Maury Stcm, 29-5980 Catcgory 2

Thursday, March 17, San Matco Coast. Carpool 7:00 a.m.,
El Ccno Blvd.,lust wcsl of I-680. Meet at 8:30 a.m. in bcach
parking lol. off SR 1 opposltc Pescadcro Road. Cross the San
Matco Bndgc, continuc wcs[ on SR 92 [o Half Moon Bay, go
lcft on SR I for 15 miles [o Pcscadsro Rd., lurn nght into
parking lot.
Lcader: Jcan Richmond, 837 -2843 Category 2

Sunday. March 20, Lafayette Reservoir. Mcct at 8:30
a.m. in lhc parking lot at t]rc op of t-he dam ($4.00 fec). A
Weekend Birding Rreak.
Lcader: Dcnrsc W tght,370-1342 Catcgory 2

Saturday, March 26, Black Diamond lllincs Rcgional
Park. Carpool 7:30 a.m. at Acalancs Avc., off Plcasant Hill
Rd., north of Hwy. 24. Mcct at 8:15 a.m. in thc parkrng lot
at park. Go east on Ygnacio Vallcy and Krrkcr Pass Roads !o
Hwy.4. Go souft on Hwy.4 to thc Somcrsville Rd. exr[ and

turn ngh[. Follow thc road to thc parkrng lot at lhe cnd.
Wmdland, chaparral, and somc grassl:x1d birds.
Lcadcr: Pat MacEachron, 934-3041 Catcgory 3

Wcdncsday, March 30, Briones Park. Mcct a[ 9:00 a.m. ln
thc parkrng lot at 6e nonh enEa-nce. Talc Bfloncs Road o[[ of
Alhambra Vallcy Road. Wildflowcrs, spring birds. Poison oak
along shrdcd trarls.
Lcadcr: John Davis,228-9516 Category 2

March 1994

OBSERVATIONS
hy Sleve Clover

Pleasc send observations to Stcve Glover,
333 Goshen Ct., San Ramon, CA 94583, or call 829-7207.

Please rncludc your telcohonc numbcr with vour observations.

Tundra Swan: l0 on 122 at Marsh Crcek Reservior. (SG)
Wood Duck: a parr still prcsenl on ll2 at Oak Hill Park in
Danville. (JR, RR)
Tu fted Duck: I malc on l/19 (JR, GF), l2l (FB, MJC), and
128 (HH) at Lake Merntt; I on 125 at Stow [.ake, Golden
Gare Park (MJC, FB, BG, HH).
Oldsquaw: I on l/10 and lnl atl-ake Merri[ (FB, MJC, BG);
I on l/19 at tc Emeryvillc Marina (GF, JR)l 5 at one time on

2E at the Pl Rcyes Fish Docks (JR).

Banow's Goldeneye: 2 females on V22 at Chfton Cout Forc-
bay near Byron. (SG)

Hooded Mersanser: 2 females through 22 (H&RH, FB, SG)
nd a malc on 22 (HH, FB) at 7 Hills School, Walnut Crcck.
Bald Eagle: I immar.ure on l/22 at S. Flynn and Pattcrson
Pass Roads in l.hc Altamont Pass arca. (GF, JR)
Black Rail: I on Ul0 at Palo Alto Baylands. (FB, MJC)
Mountain Plovcr: 175 on l/ll souh of Knights Landing in
Yolo Co. (FB, MJC, BG)i over 70 on l/30 along Banleu
Road, southeast Solano Co. (JR, RR).
Common Black-headcd Gull: 1 on IP9 at Sunnyvale Sewer
Ponds. (SG) Also on RBA.
Glaucous Cull: I on 2ll at mouth of Walkcr Crcck, Tomales
Bay. (JR, GF)
Short-earcd Owl: I on 2/8 along S. Beach Rd., Pt. Reyes. (JR,

GF)
Allcn's Hummingbird'. I on ll22n hrs Prnole yard. (AW)
Empidonax flycatchcr: I oa 215 (AE) and U6 (KE{) at Del
Valle Rcgronal Park. This rs likely a Hammond's Flycatchcr; a

Hammond's has wrntcrcd twicc in thc East Bay in rccent ycffs.
Housc Wrcn: I on 2/6 at Dcl Vattc RP. (KFI)
Mountarn Blucbrrd: l on lf22 along Kelso Road, Alameda Co.
(CF, JR): 6 on l/17 and 14 on l/30 along Doughcny Rd., east

of San Ramon (SG).
Tcnnesscc Warbler I on 2ll aL Dickmann s Storc at Bodega
Harbor. (CF, JR, MJC, FB, BG, HH)
Palm Warbler: I on ll25 at Lakc Mcrced. (MJC, FB, BG,
HH, JR)
Nonhcm Watcnhrush: I onUl at Dickmann's Storc. (JR) Also
on RBA.
Ficld Snanow: still rcpor@d on 2/9 on RBA al. Hiddcr Lakcs
Park, Manincz.
Harns'Sparrow l on l/l I (FB, MJC, BG) and l/18 (HH, JR)
along Holmcs Lane. Putah Crcck: I on 128 sllll in his Dan-
villc yard (DJ).

Rcd Crossbill: 5 on 125 in Strybing Arborctum, Goldcn Cate
P,rk. (JR)

Observcrs: Florcnce Bcnnctt, Mary Jane Culvcr, An Edwards,
Gcorgc Fingcr, Bcrty Callagher, Srcvc Clovcr, Hugh and Rositr
Harvcy, Kcvrn Hrntsr, Davrd Jcsus, Jcan and Rich Rrchmond,
Ant}ony Wong.
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NEW MEMBERS

Wc warmly welcome these new MDAS members and hope lo
meet them at me€tings and field trips: Cynthia Alcantara,
Daphnc Babunakis, Thomas Brshop, Diane Blaylock, L. Boycr,
Margaret Coffey, Mike Croghan, I-ary Davis, Elizabetl Frei,
Dr. A. N. Glazer, Mrs. H. W. Gravcs, Annc E. Gray, Virginia
Harrington, Rev. and Mrs. Ross Hidy, Dathi-Chuck Hookcr,
John Howland, R. A. Hunsinger, Wilham Hunt, Mark Janlois,

Carl Johnson, Ron Kasuba, Pel.cr Kaufman, Norm Kingshill,
Edward F. Lewis, tlarry P. Locklin, Dale Mackley, Mlchael
Marchiano, Eugene May, Vrginia McCashn, Jean Mcrrigan,
Katherine Moore, Mrs. Mas Narasaki, Shirley Nmbaar, Tami
Painc, Joe Palmer, Maurine Randall, Jean Rodkcy, Jan Rominc,

C. B. Schwarz, Al Sharief, Thomas Sinon, M. Stephens, Nita
Torres Tomascll, Kay Underwood, Sid Wolfc, Tracy Wonnell,
and l:urence Wyner.

March 1994

SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM

Golden Gae Audubon Society and the Collcgc of Alameda arc

hosting a Scienrific Symposium on 6e closurc of thc Alameda
Naval Air Stauon. Thc incrcdibly rich witdlife re$urccs of
the Alameda Naval Air Sadon has been one of the Bay Area's

best kept secrcls. The Naval Air Sution's open spaccs provide

habitat lor the only successful California kas! Tcrn colony

north of Santa Barbara. Closurc of thc Alamcda Naval Air
Stadon means that decisions must be reached as to thc cxtent

of open space that is to be preserved for wildlife spccies.

speakers will include thc pre-eminenl scientists studying lhe

t€ast Tems, Barbara Masscy and Dr. Camlee Caffrey, as well
as nine oher scicntiss who witl address othcr wildlife spccics

found at the Naval Air StaUon. Thc Symposium will bc hetd

Saturday, March 12, at the Cotlege of Atamcda, 555 Atlantic
Avenuc, Atameda, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:m p.m. Auendancc is
frec and open to ttle public.

4
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April Program:

The California Desert: Treasure or Wasteland?

a The Califomia Desen covers one quaner of our endre
state, 25,000,000 acres. What is this vast region
like? Why are Audubon and the Sierra Club, as
members of the California Desen Protection League,
working hard to establish three new national parks in
our desert and protect 71 other areas as designated
wildemess? Join us at our April 7 general meeting
when Vicky Hoover will give a slide presentadon to
show what's so special about the desert and how you
can help to ensure is preservation.

Vicky Hoover is a Sierra Club wildemess activist
and chair of the northem division of the Califomia
Desert Protection kague. Vicky has been leading
outings to the California desert since Senator Alan
Cranston introduced the California Desen Protection
Act in 1986 and has specialized in guiding people in
the East Mojave National Scenic Area, our future
Mojave National Park. She has also taken two trips
to Washington, D. C., to lobby for desen protection.
Vicky will show slides taken on her desen oudngs
and will explain what each of us can do to help the
desen campaign in is final stages this spring.

April Birding Information will be given by Shirley
Ellis who will talk about how different members of
our chapter have become interested in birding.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the flrst Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:0O Social Time
8:30 Program

The next MDAS board meeting will be on April 14 at
the home of Barbara Vaughn, 59 Donna Maria Way,
Orinda, 376-8732. The board meetings are open to all
interested members.

Weekend Birding Break. Our April birding
break, a short, local field trip, will be Sunday, April
10, to Briones Regional Park. Spring is here and
you can celebrate not bing in any of those pans of
the country where winter is still holding sway. See
page 3 for details.

Birdathon!
April 30!
See page 5.
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CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

AUDUBON,S LEGISLANVE DIRECTOR: A COMMENT
A rcad of the moming paper or a listen to tv ncws olt reminds
us we havc a state legislaturc. Individuals, elected by "we, thc
people," gather in hatlowed halls to do tic slzte's business.

Some argue we'rc belter off when our elecrcd rcprcscnEdYes
are out of session, for thcn they can do no harm. I do not

sharc 0rat vrew.

When the nadon was formed, people's govemmenal needs and

problems were simple, at lcast as compared o modcm dmes.

Today state lcgislative challengcs arc VERY complex. The

soluuons arc seldom simplc. This is panicularly ruc if "THE
PEOPLE" havc a say in the solutions. Environmcntal issues

requiring legislation arc likcwise very complex, with solutions
ofen difticult to find.

Lobbysts fie, in today's vcmacular, almost consrdered BAD
people, supporting BAD hings. Lcgislabrs arc VERY busy
people. Thcy and thcu staffs are confronted daily wi0t highly
complex rssues that demand action. Audubon's interests in

brrd hfe, conservation, and allied matters bring people ogether
who havc special cxpenrse, knowledge, and priorides. Few
legislators have all the special knowledge we deem essential

when considering, for example, old grow6 forest legislation.
Legislators are of@n bricfcd on such a ma(er by onc or morc
highly skilled individuals represenung a company that seeks rc
eliminate, reduce or abate exisiting laws or regulations.

Audubon's Sacramenb-based t gislativc Dfueator prcsents an

environmentally sound view 1o the lcgislaors. Thc California
Audubon chapters, through an agreed-on system, proYide data,

direction, and, when neccssary, assistance to fic Legislalive
Director. Accoun! is uken of the needs of people, birds and

wildlife, and any presenadon of facl to the legislaturc is done

carefully.

The Endangered Species Act, the Clean Air Act, and

many o*rer basic protections have be€n and are being seriously
challenged. The tcgislators oftcn hcar from thosc wishing to
weaken such legislation. without an accurate prescntation of
the importance of these laws to us humans, tte cnvironmenl.,
and wildlife, tlre laws might well be weakencd or repealed.

Many expens speak for "we, the people" on differenl. maucrs.

Few speak for brrds and witdlifc. Wc all know these creatures

cannot rcpresent themselves. Who does rat in the Califomia
tegislativc circles? Audubon's Lcgislative Drrcctor from his
Legislativc Affairs Offi cc.

John McCaull, a young, married, and totally environmenlally
artuned collcge gradua@, now fills thc position of Audubon
t-egislatrvc Director. His work day when thc legislature is in
sessron is far, far morc than thc usual eight hours. He is well
known Lo legislators. John, as he is known by evcryone, also
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provides a monbly report to California Audubon Chaptcrs.

The rcpon is comprehensive, facual, and analytical.

The general opinion scems 10 bc (with which I fully agrcc)

tnt John's presencc, ability, persistencc, and cffcctivcncss
werc very imporlant to outcome of environmcnhlly scnsitivc
legislation in 1993. Ifs now 1994. As John has commcntcd
rcccn0y: "Wc ... do not havc the official btll numbcrs for hc
many bad pieccs of lcgislation that wc will facc in 1994. Thc
rumor mill is certainty swirling, but wc havc scen or heard

proposals on forestry, endangercd speries, CEQA, protcctions

for non-gamc birds, and mining which will certainly dcscrvc
ex@nsive scrudny ...."

Califomia Audubon's Sacramento.based Legislative Affairs
Officc provides for VERY important environmental activity.
John McCaull carrics out his work in a manner that livcs up

to Audubon's E-aditions.

INTERNATIONAL CORNER
b! Jill Hedgecock

DESERT BIRDS NEED YOUR HELP
Thc Desert Protecdon Act (SB 21), supporlcd by Scnator
Dianne Feinstcin, will expand both Deati Vallcy and Joshua

Tree Nadonal Monuments and designate muoml park sEtus
for thesc arcas. It will also crcate the East Mojavc National
Park. Both Inyo Califomia Towhee and l,eist Bell's viru are

found in this uniquc habital After cight long years, tlc Descn
hotection Act is expected to pass he ScmE. However, as i!
sands, 0rcre is now a faul flaw in it. An amcndment to thc
bill (the Laniair deletion) calls for the cxclusion of 260,000

acres in the cenrcr of the proposed East Mojavc Nalional Park.

This is believed to bo a tacdcal meaure to reducc sevcrcly thc

final size of thc park. Therc arc only about thirty liveablc

dwcllings and twclvc year-round residens within thc knfair
Vallcy. Most of he year-round residents do not opposc thc
bill. Furftermorc, most of t}e land in the deletion is already

federa.lly-owned. Included in the Lanfair deletion are Na ve

Amcrican petroglyphs, inrcresting geological formations, and

Camp Rock Spring, an imporhnt water sourcc for wildltfe.
Please write Senaor Feinstein now at 1700 MonEomery St.,

Suite 305, San Francisco, CA 941I I or calJ QA) 224-3Ul
and urge her to rcstorc thc national park shtus to the ttnfak
arca. Thc bitl wrll be voted on in March or early April.

Original
sketch

by Carol Lutz
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rips are open to members and nonmembers alikc. Carpoo

dme is Ceparturc time. Carpml expensc: 5 cenls pcr mile
per rider is suggcstedi tolls and cnu-y fecs arc shared equally

by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, ficld guide and lunch.

Trips go m light rain or drizzle: if in doubt, call leader up to
rc umc.2 hour before

FIELD TRIPS

Ditllculry of field trip:
Category l: Easy, littlc or no walking, smooth paths

Category 2: Moderate, I mile or morc, possibly rough

Category 3: Dtfficult, cxtensive walking. rough terrain

Saturday, April 2, Garin Rcgional Park. Caryool 7:15

a.m. at El Cerro Blvd., just west of I-680. Mcct in parking lot
at cnd of Garin Rd., 8:00 a.m. Tatc l-680 south and l-580
west !o SR238 (Mission Blvd.). Go south to Garin Rd. and

tum teft to park. Grasshopper Sparrow is one possibility.
Leader: Bob Richmond, 475-5412 Category 3

Thursday, April 7, Ironhouse Sanitary. Carpool 7:30 a-m.

at soutlwest corner of Sun Valley parking lot. Mcet at 8:15

a.m. in Oakley near railroad tracks, opposite Third SEeeL Take

Hwy. 4 [o Oakley. Mecdng point is three miles into Oakley

on Main Sreet.
Leader: Shirley Ellis,939-9091 Carcgory I

Sunday, April 10, Brioncs Regional Park. Mect at 8:30
a.m. al thc wesrcm cntrancc parking lot, off Bear Creek Rd. A
Wc€kcnd Birding Break. Ncw birdcrs cspecially welcomc.
Leader: Barbara V atghn,376-8132 Carcgory I

Wednesday, Aprit 13, Lake Lagunitas. Carpool 7:15 a.m.
at Acafanes Ave., off Ple€sant Hill Rd., just nonh of Hwy.24.
Me€t 8:30 a.m. in parking lot at lake ($2.00 enrance fec).

Cross San Rafael Bridge nonh lo US l0l, take San Rafael cxtt
rwo blocks, turn left and go through own. Tum right onb Sir
Francis Drake Blvd. In downtown Fairfax, tum left and then

right onto Broadway, l2 block; orn left onto Bolinas Ave.,
and left agaln onto Old Fairfax - Bolinas Rd. Watch for signs

for park cnlrance. Both land and watcr birds, spring migfans.
Leaden Elizabctl Dickey,254-0486 Category 2

Saturday, April 16, Donner Canyon. Meet at 7:00 a.m. at
ll-ail head at the cnd of Rcgcncy Dr. From I-680, go casl on
Ygnacio Valley Rd., tum right onto Marsh Creek Rd. Tum
right again onto Regency Dr. about l2 mile past 6e cener of
Clayton. Carry lunch and liquids.
Lcader: Maury Stern,284-5980 Category 3

Thursday, April 21, Ida Clayton Road. Carpool 7:00 a.m.
at the souhwest comer of Sun Valley parking lot. Ths area is

north of Calistoga in thc Napa County mountains. This is a
car birding uip with no mceting place in Napa County. The
carpooting s needed due o limited parktng on some roads.

Leader: Jean Richmond, 837-2843 Calcgory I
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Wcdneday, April 27, Dcl Puerto Cenyou. Caryool at 7:45

a-m. at El Ceno Blvd., just west of 1680. Meet west of l-5 at

9:00 a.m. at the Patterson Exit of I-5 (59 mi. from El Ccno)'
Costa's Hummingbid, Ye[ow-breasrcd Chat.

t€ader Florencc Bcnneu,689-3106 Ca@gory I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

LOS BANOS AND PANOCHE VALLEY, Fcbruary 5-6.

Saturday began with White-faced lbis flying drcugh the fog.

with clearing camc views of ducks, stilts, hawks, threc male

Blue-winged Tcal, Merlm, two Bald Eaglcs, Virginia Rail, and

thousands of Snow Geese along Sana Fc Grade Road. In thc

aftcmmn, sevcral hundred Sandhill Cranes ar San Luis I'IWR,
and more geese, mostly Snows, plus many White-fronted and

Canada at Mcrced I.[wR. Ten birdcrs saw a oul of 82 specics

this day. Sunday, clouds and cotd wind kcpt thc birds down.
Eight birders m six cars saw a toal of 39 specics, 14 of which
had not becn seen tie previous day. Highlights were a Goldcn
Eagle, a Burrowin8 Owl at the mouth of Shoqun Pass, two
Roadrunners, and a dark-phase Femtginous llawk well sa€n

when pcrched and compared with a light-phasc bird nearby.

Elizabeth Dickey

THORNTON, February 9.
Nincteen mcmbers and gues6 travelled to $e Thomton area of
t}e Delta under fair skies with 50-60o weaher. We had an aus-

picious beginning at Glascock Park with 2 Swainson's hawks

and a hairie Falcon. Sandhill Cranes werc numcrous trough
thc area but Tundra Swan numbers wcre in the dozens rather
than the hundrcds of a few wceks earlicr. Wc saw ninclcen
Cattle Egrcls in a field. During lunch at the ncw Cosumncs

River Preserve Interpretive Center, we wcre cntenained by thrce

Red-shouldered tlawks. 75 species werc se€n ovemll.
Vlaury SEm

BODEGA BAY, Fcbruary 19.

Birding in the rarn, Birding in thc rain. Oh, whar a Slorious
feeling, Birding in the rain? Thanks to thc good spirit of scven

wet and cold birdcrs, a total of 60 spccies was tallicd. Of
coursc, Bodega Bay is beautiful in any weathcr, and $c fact $at
car birding and e€sy access is available helped a Sreat dcal. Wc
ne€d thc rain!

Shirlcy EIlis

HIDDEN LAKES PARK, Fcbruary 20.
Nine buders gor bgether at this 16 acrc suburban park for our
first "we€kcnd break" held trip. We counrcd 45 specics in 3

hours, sampling some of thc more commofl birds o bc found

in Conrra Costa. Sadly, wc missed the Ficld Spanow, but got
good views of Western Bluebirds, comparcd Audubon's and

Myrtle forms of Yellow-rumped Warbler, and watched al closc
range as a pair of Red-shouldered Hawks repeaedly displayed
their affection for each other. Spring was in the air.

Dcnrsc Wight
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Plcase send obscrvations to Steve Glover,
3986 Stoneridge, #2, Plcasanlon, CA 94566, or call U6-7382.
Pleasc include youl tclcnhone numbcr with your observadons.

Cattle Egret: 8 on 228 along Thomlon Rd., San Joaquin Co.
(GF, I!{P)
Wood Duck: pair sdll prcsent 3/5 ar Oak HiU Park, Danville.
(PK)
Rcdhead: I malc on 2/15 at Arowhead Marsh. (JR)

Tufred Duck: 2 on 222 at Surdpiper Pr., Vallejo. (JR) AIso
on RBA.
Harleouin Duck: a pair on 2/8 (BG, FB, MJC) and 2 males

and 1 fcmalc on 222 (GF, KH, MP) at thc Fish Docks, h.
Rcyes.
Osprey: I on 3/9 ovcr S. Gare Rd., Mt. Diablo Statc Park.

GGT)
Bald Eaglc: I adult on 2/14 at Colusa NIWR (GF, MP): 3

aduls on 2/15 along Santa Fc Gradc Rd. and I adull. along I-5
nonh of Hwy. 140 (FB, MJC, BG): I immaErc on 2/18 over
Panoche Rd., (JR)l 2 adults on 3/1 at kke Henncsscy (JR).

Swainson's Hawk: 2 on 2/9 along Glascock Rd., San Joaquin
Co. (GF, KH) Only place rn nonhem Cahfomia where they
are known to winter.
Mountain Plover: 175 on 2114 a! inlersccr.ion of Hwys. 102

and 16, Yolo Co. (GF, MP)
Pacific Goldcn-Plover: 12 at Spaleua Platcau, PL Reyes. (GF,
MP, KtI) Also on RBA.
Creater Roadrunncr: 2 on 2R (GF, MP) and 3 on 2/18 (JR)

along Litde Panoche Rd.
Nonhern P.vgmy-Owl: I on 2127 aloag Geary Rd.. near Sunol
Regional Park. (SG)
Hammond's Flycatchcr: I still prescnt on 2116 at Del Vallc
Regional Park. (SG, KH)
Bank Swallow: I on 3/9 at Llayward Regional Shoreltne.
(BR)
Mountain Bluebird: 2 on 2116 at intersetrtion of Bruns and
Kelso Rds. near Byron, Alamcda Co. (SG, KH)
Sage Thrashcr: 1 on 26 (GF, MP) and t singing on 2/18 (JR)

along Little Panoche Rd.
Phainooepla: 1 in his Concord yard for the past month. (MR)
Ficld Sparrow: sccn on 225 at Hidden L:kes Park (KH); also
reponed on RBA thmugh 3/9.
Vesper Soanow: 2 on U18 alongLittlc Panoche Rd. (JR)

White-throated Sparrow: I onZf24 andZn5 h her Concord
yard. (MJC)

Observcrs: Florence Bennett, Mary Janc Culver, George Fin-
ger, Betty Gallagher, Stevc Glover, Kcvin Hintsa, Pam Kcrser,
Marjorie Plant Bob Richmond. Jean Richmond, and Mikc
Robenson.

NglC: For thc daily updatcs of the Nonhem California Rare
Bird Alen. call 524-5592.

CLASSES, ETC.

SPRING BIRDING CLASS
Norah Bain's field classcs for both beginning and intermediate
birders will meet on 6e following Tucsdays: April 19 and 26,

ald May 3 and 10. Classes wlll me€t from 9:00 a.m. !o l:m
p.m., exccpt for thc May l0 class. For that day, reserval.ions
havc been made for visits to Audubon Canyon Ranch and Point
Reyes Bird Observatory. Regiser now by mail, by sending the
$29 fee for Orinda residents or the $31 fec for non-residents to
Onnda Community Center, 26 Orincla Way, Orinda, CA 94563.
For more regisu-ation informaLion, call thc Orinda Community
Center at254-2445; for general class information, call Norah at
2544516.

ALIDUBON ECOLOGY CAMPS AND WORKSHOPS
National Audubon Society is offering an imprcssive selection of
national and internatiornl camps and workshops for 1994. Ficld
studies range from geology and marine life to birds, mammals,
plants, insecs, weather, astronomy, populatron, and rcnewable
cnergy. Workshop and Camp sessions for aduls 18 years or
oldcr run from six to clevcn days. Accommodauons arc rn
camp lodgcs or in comfoflable motels. Instructors are selecEd
for thcir unique knowledge of tleir field. A detailcd program
will be sert to you on requesl Write Audubon Ecology Camps
and Workshops, National Audubon Society,613 Rivcrsvillc
Road, Grccnwich, CT 06831, or ca.ll (203) 869-2017, for more
information.

GOLDEN GATE RAPTOR RECRUITMENT
lf you want to leam to idcntify the hawks, fa.lcons, and eagles of
Califomn arul you want to be pan of a local long-term wildlife
conscrvation project, then the Golden Gatc Raptor Observatory
wants you! Attend their only 1994 Recruitmcnt Me€l.ings to
se€ if you want to ge! involved. Meetings are on Saturday,
Apnl 23, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., and on Thusday,
April 28, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Both mcetings will bc held

at GCNRA Headquaflers, Building 201, Uppcr Fon Mason, San

Francisco. Enter at Franklin and Bay. For morc information,
cau thc GGRO ar (415) 331-0730.

TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD CENSUS
3436 Mounhin Plovers were counEd in Califomia on Saturday,
January 29, on the first, single date, statewide Mountain Plover
census. The succcss of this plover census has encouragcd the
Ca]ifornia Depanment of Fish and Game's Tricolorcd Blackbid
Working Gmup o ask the Audubon Society's Westem Rcgional
Oflice to help coordinatc rhe fi$t" single dalc, statcwidc census
of Tricolored Blackbirds. The census will be held on Satuniay,
April 23. Your panicipation will makc an important scicntific
contribution by helping to determine tie overall numbers of
Tricolored Blackbirds, the size and location of nesting colonies,
and their foraging areas. For further informaLion, call Bob
Bamcs, Birds in the Balancc Program Coordinator, at Audubon s

Westem Regronal Ofhcc in Sacramento, (916) 481-5332.
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1994 MDAS BIRDATHON

by Barbara Burek
and Denise t ighl

Every year for thc past few ycars, we have ried to make the
Birdathon of tlat year 'thc bcst Birdathon yet." This year wc

arc going !o try somehing new: making this Birdathon tic
most fun yet. Five of our better bfuders havc aFc€d t'o lead

tcams into the field on Satuday, April 30, in pursuit of honor,
glory, and birds. Members are invi@d to join a Eam or form a

team of freir own. A scparate category will allow members

who prefer less active pursuis to panicipate in thc Big Siu a

compedtion for thc backyard feedcr watcher. Awarrls will bc
givcn to 0rc teams compiling the biggest lisL finding the most

unusual birds, and raising the most money for the Birdathon.
Members who paflicipale by supporting a winning team will
also be honored.

Handicapping the chapEr Eams:

"The Rmd Runners" led by Jimm Edgar and Maury Stem. Led

by lwo former Birdadron leaders, this team must be considcrcd
a strong starle, out of thc gate.

"Glover's Plover Lovers" led by Stcve Glovcr. The MDAS
Observauons cditor is not only going for the gold but also for
a ncw pcrsonal ConEa Costa County Birdathon record. Only
for de slrong of hcart, not o mention legs and eyes.

"The Early Worms" Ied by Jim Lomax. (Ihc carly wolm gcts

the birds, says he.) Our MDAS President promises not to stop

to photograph every bird on his Contra Cosla Blrdathon trip.

"The Wight-crowned Sparc-'O's" led by Denlse Wight. The

discovercr of tic Hidden Lake.s Ficld Sprrow, a ma.;or nonhcm
California find, Denise won't say if shc has any other raritics
staked out for the Blrdathon. Sign up to go with her and sec.

We were recendy asked by a tong-time MDAS member why n
is imporrant to support the Birdathon. Funds to suppon our
chapter activites comc from lwo sourccs: ttc sharc of mcmber
dues returned to thc chapter by Nadonal Audubon (curcn y

55.50 a year for each rcncwing mcmber), and moncy raised by
rhe chapter. Thc Birdathon rs the only major fund-raising
each year by MDAS. Our funds are used for local mnservation
work by Al McNabney and others, for suppon of our Audubon
legislative analyst in Sacramento (see Conservation Notes), for
our monthly me€trngs (rent, speaker fees, ctc.), for thc chaptcr
insurance, for the Christmas Count, and for publishing and

mailing the Qzarl. For our current financial year which began

July l, 1993, through February 28, 1994, wc have reccived

S4690,00 from National. Ow nal Quail cxpenscs for the

same period wcrc $4t17,14. Even if the chaptcr had no olher
cxnenses ihan the Ouail.tJle dues share from National is not
sufficrent to pa), for the Ozail. MDAS has been running in
thc red for the past two ycars becausc of this situaton. Wc

April 19%

havc been invcstigating ways to rcduce Ozai, cosrs but so far

havc found no accephblc solution. Thcrcforc, &c answer to our
long-lime member is suppon of the Birdathon will allow our

chapter 1o condnuc our chapter activites and conscrvadon worlc

To suppon thc Birdathon ard MDAS, fill out the following
form and rctum it to Barbara Buck at 157 ML Kcnnedy Dr.,
Maninez, CA 94553.

- 

I want. to bird witi tie group 

-.

I want lo form my own grcup.

I want !o participatc in thc Big SiL

I wilt be umble to participatc but want !o pledge.

Name:

Addrcss:

Telephone:

Pledge amount:

NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS
720 Contra Cosa Blvd.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
798-0303

tlave you boen enjoying all those Amcrican Goldfinches? Thcrc
have been many rcports of flocks of from 25 to over 10. Thcy
are monopolizing our thistle feeders in tie same way last year's

Pine Siskins did. They are moldng inlo their bre€ding plumagc

and will bc with us until May, exccpt at some higher clcvations
wherc they arc yean-round rcsidents.

It's time to put out oriole fe€ders. wc are suning 10 rcceivc
slghdng rcports. Thcse spectacular ncclar-fc€ding birds ncst
here and will bc with us tirough August. Plcasc kccp us posted

on your sightings. tist ye€r 1400 orioles were seen.

Backyard Birdscaping? A bfudscape plan is an cvaluation of
your yard's acraction for birds and recommendations for cnhan-

cing your habitat o auract morc birds, enticing a wider varicty
of birds, or both. This plan wi bc preparcd by Ed Hasc, a

MDAS member, who dclights in discovering thc potential of
your habitat. Also, you can have your backyard certificd as a

Widlife ffubitat. Pleasc call for more information.

rhppy birding!
Mike Wrlliams
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Frcld Trip Reports, con't.

BERKELEY SHORELINE, February 24.
Thc actua.l numbers of birds on the Bay seemed low this year,

but wc found a Barow's Goldeneye and rhrcr pairs of Redheads

at Aquatic Park. Pelagic and Double-crcsted Cormorants sat

sidc by srde on a brcakwatcr for eyeJcvel comparisons. Also
wc saw Black Turnsones and a distant Red-breased Merganscr.
Eight birde^ checked off 50 spccies' 

Denisc wighr

NEW MEMBERS

It is witi very great pleasure hal we greet thcse new MDAS
membcrs and hope to mc€t tlrcm soon: Ruby Aldinger, Mrs.
Thomas Andersen, Wyndom Anderson, MaflIa ArmsEong,
Bcverly Arntzen, Linda Bcattic, Davi Boyle, E. Bradshaw,
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Ruth Brandt, Tom Brown, Mr. and Mrc. Dcnnis Butkowski,
Laurie Cardillo, Ronald Caner, Willis Casey, Jr., Marjoric
Chin, Patricia Christian, Cfuis Cordobq Dorothy Couon, R.

J. Dannels, John Dovik, Lynda Drapcr, Kathenne Eshleman,

R. Fox, D. Furseth, Lisa Gaffagan, Raoul Gayrad, Doro&y
Grllard, D. Gorder, Mary Greathouse, Andrew Haley, Ann E.

Hatlstone, I-Iank and Carol t{anig, B. w. Hanson, Robefl and
Hilma He€ton, Stanley Heysc, Muflel M. Hilliard, Jennifcr
Hoelper, Roger Jennings, Drema Kasper, Mr. and Mrs. Sydney
Kauf, Maric Kendall, Lhotka, Thomas Lois, Chris Maninez,
EIsa Morell, Clark Morrison, Grisell Navas, Richard New-
man, Cheryl Olson, Myma Owcns, Robert Paulson, Stcvc
Pe@rson, J. Pfciffer, John Qualkough, John Roberto, Shcryl
Shreves, Charles D. Smith, Dorothy Smith, San&a Smi$,
Herben Spielman, Jacqueline Spight, Ronald Sprueill, Marie
C. Starr, Donald Stillman, Frances Stradling, Ruth Taylor,
Carl L. Wearc, Fontainc Weitzel, Claudia Whiunh, Anthony
Wickham, Mrs. John Wild, Evelyn Willson, Mr. and Mrs.
Roger Wmd, and Jackie wmdall.
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May Program:

For our May 5 general meeting, Mike Danzenbaker
will give a slide presentation on some of his favorite
birding hot spots in Califomia, including Tule Lake,
Yosemite, and South Monterey County. Mike is a
South Bay resident who has travelled all over the
world photographing birds. His bird photographs
have graced the cover of the recent American Birding
Association magazine Birding and can be seen
throughout the book Ocean Birds of the Near Shore
Pacific by Rich Stallcup. Dont miss this show
which will dazz)e you with Mike's beaudful pictures
of birds.

May Birding Information will re-cap the results and
experiences of the four chapter teams participating in
this year's Birdathon.

At our May meeting we will also announce the 1994
recipient of MDAS's Al McNabney Environmental
Distinction Award and vote on the elected off,rcials
for next year's board. Current candidates include:

President: Jim lomax
Vice-President, Conservation: Al McNabney
Treasurer: Pam Keiser

We still need a candidate for Secretary. Please call
any MDAS officer if you are interested. Nominations
will also be accepted from the floor.

The Birds of California Hotspots

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Flill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Dmrs open
7:00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

The next MDAS board meeting will be on Thursday,
May 12, hosted by Mike Williams at the Wild Bilds
Unlimited store, 720 Contra Costa Blvd., Pleasant
HiX,798-0303. The board meetings are open to all
interested members.

Weekend Birding Break. Our May birding
break, a shon, local field nip to tide you over from
Mother's Day until the Memorial Day weekend, will
be Sunday, May 15, to Tilden Regional Park. See
page 3 for details.o



CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

WE COI.II-D LOSE IT ALL
This year the Congress will be debadng reauthorization of the

Clcan Wal'er Act and the Endangered Spe€ies Act, to name just

lwo VITAL issues. You ask, "How is il. possible that we
could lose it alt?" Believe it or noL many indivtduals and
groups would like nothing befter than to KILL essentially
ALL govemmental regulation. This is particularly u'us when

it comes to environmental reguladons. The cry today is that
govemmenEl regulations are stifling business, ergo such laws
and reguladons MUST be bad. I'll make the point this way.
Travel !o almost any area atong the U. S.-Mexican border, and

observe he ways in which people live. Observe the condirion
o[ the streams and rivers. I'l[ assure you such are NOT tie
ways in which most Americans live and work. So you ask,
"Why do such condiuons exist?" One easy, quick response is

because environmenhl laws either don't exist there or aro not

enforced. The Clinton Administradon came lo office wi*t lots
ofenvrronmental suppon. At tle same dme, enudes seeking

to "do in" lhe environmenkl protections have learned how to
lobby. However, at the same dme, according to Audubon's
Washington officers, our elected representatives have NOT
been hearing from us. Have you wriuen or called your Senaor
or Congressman lately? If not, DO SO TODAY. We must
havc legislarion that will protect not "do in" wetlands. YOU
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. ri/hether you do so or not is

uP to you.

BIRDS IN THE BALANCE
Audubon's program to ensure migraory bids will have a place

to mrgral.e to and from is worthy of full suppon. Thousands

of avian species migrate from northem locales [o Central and

South America. If the area to which some birds have migrated
for hundreds of years is deforesrcd, the future of some avian
species will be in great question.

DESERT PROTECTION: WE,RE HALFWAY T}IERE
Audubon peopte who arcnded the April meeting hcard and saw

slidcs depicting the desen areas in Southem Caliiornia that
will be included in Lhe DESERT PROTECTION ACT, IF
such is enacted into law. Senators Feinstein and Boxer foughl
the good fight on the senate floor and WON. The bill now
goes lD the House of RepresenEdves. George Miller will be

handling the bill in the House. Therc are several issues to be

considcred

1. Existing parks arc being loved to death, too many people,

nol cnough space.

2. Population growh in Califomia will place more and more
pressure on existing park areas.

3. Wildlands are fast disappearing due to human pressures.

Passage of the Desen Protection Act will ensure some wild,
beautiful areas of California will be maintained in a prisdne

slate.
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DID YOU KNOW??
t-ast. y%r's landmark legisladon (the Central Valley Project
lmprovement Act) changing years-old practices ofallocation of
water without rcgard for fish/birdlife/wetlands and/or cost was

passed by tie Congress. It 'is the most significant Federal

legislation ever enacted to protect and resbre na[ral resource

values in the state," said one individual. The Act culrninated
eighteen years of effon on the part of Congressman George

Miller. Senabr Bill Bradley, co-autJror, spent time and effort
in achieving cnactment of thc legisladon. For the frsl dme in
California history, 800,000 acrc-feet of 'rvater was allcated for
environmental purposes. So now what? Westlands, one of
the largest water districts in tlre San Joaquin Vallcy, filed suit
in federat coun seeking b btock implemenntion of the law.
The WesUands' motion for a preliminary injunction was heard
in Fre,sno on April 7. By the dme YOU read this, there will
have been a decision. IF the Court issues the injunction, all
reallocadon of Cenual Yalley hojecr warcr based on the

CVPIA would be btocked until an Environmental Impact
Shtement is complcted, probably several years from now.
Califomia's water supply is linite. Those who have profircd
through use of highly subsidized water are now unwilling to
accede to the witt of the people. That will very likely mean

further losses of fish, birds, and wetlands. So one might ask

the quesdon, "How do we the people, the fish, wildlife, birds
and criuers win?" Stay tuned.

REGION'S GRANSIT) NEEDS EXCEED ITS BANK
ACCOLINT

"As of the l990 U. S. Census, 6 million people called the Bay
Area home. By the year 2010, another 1.5 mi ion Pople - a
25 percent increase - will be crowding onto fie region's akeady
jammed roadways and pubhc transit sysEms." . . . "Some $74
billion in transportation funding is projected to flow to thc
nine Bay fuea counties between now and the ycar 2014,"
(Meropolitan Transponadon Commission, March, 1994)

DespiE he vast sums mentioned above, only $4 billion is left
in discretionary funds. All of which means we propose to
spend more money than we have to conslruct roads and transit
systems for people not even here yet. All his doesn't have to
occur in a vacuum. YOU, as a citizen and vorcr, can make a

difference. Do you want to? Ifs your ca.ll.

Originat
sketch

by Carol Lutz
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ps arc open to members and nonmembers ahke. Caryoo

dme rs dcparture Ume. Carpool exp€nsc: 5 cens per mile
per rider is suggested: lolls and entry fe€s are shared equally

by drivcr and riders. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.

Tnps go in light rain or &izzle; rf in doubt, calt leader up to
Eme.hour bcfore

FIELD TRIPS

Drfficulty of field trip:
Carcgory l: Easy, htue or no walking, smooth paths

Category 2: Moderate, 1 mile or morc, possrbly rough

Carcgory 3: Drfficult, extensivc walking, rough tenain

Thursday, May 5, Brioncs Park - West. Mect at 8:00 a.m.

rn parkrng lot on tle right hand side o[ thc west enrance road,

off Bcar Crcek Rd. Wildflowers, spring birds, [^az uli Buntings

usually abundant: porson oal( along shaded rails.
L.eadcr: Dcnise Wight,370-7342 Caregory 2

Salurday, May 7, Mincs Road. Call for reservations and car-

pool rnstructions. Because of limi@d tum-oul space along

Mines Road, wc must limit to 6 cars, wrth at lcast 4 people

per car. Can be hoc bring lunch and liquids. Roadrunner,

Wild Turkcy, Costa's Hummingbird, Phainopepla, L:wrence's

Goldfinch, and l-ewis' Woodpecker all possible.

Leadcr: Hugh Haley,9324715 Ca@gory I

wednesday, May I l, Mt, Diablo. Mect at 8:00 a.m. on

Nonhgatc Rd. at Trail's End t:ne. Carpooling rs impoflant
for birding before the juncdon. $5.00 enrance fee. Sage and

maybe Black-chrnned Sparrows. Those inEresrcd can visit he
new Summit Museum in fie aftemmn. Please call Elizabeti
Drckey, 254-0486, for more informauon. CaEgory 2

Saturday, May 14, Mitchell Canyon' Meet 9:00 a.m. in
Mitchell Canyon parking lot. Therc ts a $5.00 parking fce.

From I-680 rn Walnut Cre€k, takc Ygnacio Vallcy Rd. to
Clayton Rd. Tum nght on Clayton and right on Mitchell
Canyon Rd. to 0le end. Moming emphasis on wild flowers;

bird in atternoon for gnatcatchers, surnmer sparows, etc. Hot!

Co-leades: Betry Gallagher, 682-2458

Mary Jane Culvcr,682-0509 Category 3

Sunday, May 15, Tilden Regional Park. Meet at 8:00

a.m. rn thc pa*rng lot at the entrance to the Nature Cenl,er, at

$e nonh end of the park. A Wcckend Birding Brcak.
New birdcrs especially welcomc.
Leader: Denise W {6hl,370-7342 Catcgory I

Thursday, May 19, Gates Canyon. Carpool 7:30 a.m.

soulhwest corner o[ Sun Va.lley parking lot. Meet 8:15 a.m.

at the inErsection ot Cherry Glen and Pleasans Valley Rds.'

approximately I mile nonh from l-80. Park on Cherry Glen.

This is a new trip into an area said to have Mountain Quail.
[-eadcr: Elizabet]rDickey,254-0486 Category2
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Saturday, May 21, East Contra Costr County. Carpool

6:30 a.m. sou twest corner of Sun Vallcy parking lot. Mcet

7:m a.m. on Cyprcss Rd. just beyond Shortstop Markcl Go

nonh on I-680, east on SR 4 through Oakley, left onto Cypress

Rd. Possiblc Bluc Grosbeak, Burowing Owl, Black-chinned

Hummingbird, and Ycllow-breasted ChaL HoL

teader: Srcvc Glover,84G7382 Category 2

Wcdnesday, May 25, Caswcll Statc Park. Carpml 6:30

a.m., El Cerro Blvd., just west of I-680. Me€t 8:00 a.m. at

Caswell Slarc Park. Take I{80 south, I-580 EasL and l-205
east. Tun east on SR 20 to US 99. Go soutr on US 99 !o
Aus[n Rd. and follow b park entrance. 55.00 fce. Swainson's

Hawks, riparian srpecics. Mosquilos, poison oak; may bc hol
Lrader: Maury Stem, 284-5980 Category 2

Future trips: It's nol. too @rly to makc reservations for Yuba

Pass, June l8-19. Motels include Heningl.on's Sierra Pines,

(916) 862-l151; Sierra Chalet, (916) 862-1110, and Shannon's

Cabins, (916) 862-128'1. More information in the lune Quail.
The t-assen trip has besn cancelled due lo lack ofa leader.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

HAYWARD REGIONAL SHORELINE, Malch 2

A pleasant, cool morning was enloyed by six MDAS mcmbcrs.

Nohing spectacular was seen in Hayward, but thcre was a good

varicty of ducks. At lunchtimc we headed nonh to Arowhead
Marsh, where a Femrginous Hawk was crrcling as we entercd

t}e park. 53 species wcre observed.
Barbara Vaughn

TOMALES BAY STATE PARK, March 12'

Thirtecn MDAS members spent a beautiful 70" day enjoying

thc beaches, fores$, canyons, and ridges of Tomales Bay State

Park. 64 species were scen or heard. Highlight birds wcre a

bre€ding-plumaged Common toon, fivc Brant, tfuec typcs of
scotcrs, an Osprey, fogmy Nuthatch, Golden{mwncd Kinglets'

and singing Hulton's Vireos, Purple Frnches, and Ruby-

crowned Kinglcts. The usual pair of Spottcd Owls was not

secn, aJthough a valianl atrcmpt was madc.
Maury Stcm

SAN MATEO COAST, March 17.

Birding stancd late for twelve birders as it look an hour to cmss

$e San Mateo bridgc. The day was sunny, cool, and breczy on

the coast, but warm with gentlc wind inland. Coastal birding
was disappornting with few watcrbirds or ducks, only ninetcen

shorebirds of four species, many gulls, no alcids, and lwo largc

flocks of Brant flying nonh. Among many landbirds inland

wcrc threc Wild Turkcys along Covcrdale Rd., many swallows'

a nest-building pair of creepers, singing Wintcr Wrens, and a

Blue-gray Gmtcatcher seen by a few at Ano Nucvo. A total of
76 specics was tallied' 

Jean Richmond
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Field Trip Reports. cou'd.

LAFAYETTE RESERVOIR, March 20.
Over 20 birdcrs showed up on this finc spring moming. Wc
cnjoyed seeing and hearing many common spccies. We were
"flashed" by the lovely pink gorget of the male Anna's Hum-
mingbird, wc compared Clark's and Westcm Grebes, and we
saw a Yellow-rumped warbler of thc Myrtle subspecies in
beautitul breeding plumage. Fifty-six species were seen.

Denise Wight

BLACK DIAMOND MINES REGIONAL PARK, March 26.
Tcn birdwarchers spent a lovely day, hiking to thc Ridgc Trail
and enjoying beautrful views of surrounding hills and vallcys.
Wc saw many carly wildflowcrs as well as birds. A numbcr of
Westem Bluebirds wcre invcstigadng/chccking out nesting
sites at the parking lor and a pair of Nuttall's Wmdpeckers
were loudly staking out thet errimry there as well. High-
tighls were Rock Wrens, orioles, BIue-gray Gnatcatchers and a
l:wrence's Goldfinch.

Pat MacEachron

BRIONES PARK, March 30.
Our wildflowcr walk drew 15 intercsed membcrs. Fifty-four
plant specres were se€n, including 38 blmmrng wildflowers.
As leadcr, I was assised by Bcss Smytl and Betty Smith who
are also mcmbers of MDAS.

Iohn Davis

OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Pleasc send obscrvauons to Stcvc Glover,
3986 Soneridge, #2, Pleasanton, CA 94565, or call U6-7382.
Pleasc include ),our teleohone numbcr with your observations.

kasl-EillcE: I found 4/9 by Bob Elliot along Waerfront
Rd. across from the Martinez Auto Dismandcrs. Seen 4/l I
(BE) and a/12 (BR). This is &e first record for our counly.
Ross' Coose: I on 3/19 near PL Reyes Statron. (FB, EL)
Wood Duck: I pair on 3/15 along Mines Rd. (FB, EL)
Harleouin Duck: I male on 3/19 at thc PL Rcycs Fish Dmks.
(FB, EL)
Oldsquaw: I femalc found 328 and 3129 by Hugh and Norah
Bain at Crespr Pond, Monterey, secn later by Don Roberson
who says it represenB he first counl.y record on fresh water.
Osorey: I on 4/13 at Sunol Regional Park. (SG,BR)
Bluc Grouse: 3 on 3/31 along Kingridgc Rd., Mcndicino Co.
(cF, MP)
Wild Turkey: on 3/15, 30 at Del Valle Regrona.l Park and 7 ar
Livermore Vercran's Hospital. (FB, MJC, BG, EL)
Mountain Ouail: 2 on 3pl along Kingridge Rd. (GF, MP): a
patr on 3122 along Mix Canyon Rd., Solano Co. (FB, MJC,
BG): 3 scen and sevcral heard on 4/5 along Gares Canyon Rd.,
Solano Co. (JR).
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Greater Roadrunneri 1 on 322 at Mile 5.6, Mincs Rd. (GF,
MP)
Rufous Hummingbird: I malc on 4/5 along Dcl Pucno Can-
yon Rd. (FB. WC)l 2 on 4/5 (KH, SG) and I on 4/8 (SG) at
Sunol RP.
Lewrs' Woodpecker: I on 328 (GF, MP) and 3 on 4/12 (JR,

FB, MJC, HfD at ML Burdell, Novato.
Hammond's Flycatcher: I on 4/5 and at least 6 on 4/8 at Sunol
RP. (SG)
Vcrmilion Flycatcher: I malc on 3/17 at Drakc's Beach, Pr
Reyes. (MP, CD
Tropical Kingbird: I on 329 at kkc Merced, SF. (MJC, FB,
BG) Also on RBA.
Canyon Wren: I on 4/12 on non}l sidc of thc Firc Intcrpredve
Trail, at the summit of Mt. Diablo, Mt. Diablo State Park.
(KH, RL) Possrbly a migrant.
Freld Snanow: seen agarn on 4/12 at Hidden tlkes Park. (DW)
Also on RBA. Fint report sincc 3/9.
Grasshopoer Sparrow: 3 on 4ll2 at ML. BUJdell. (!R)Fcd,tlt(,llh
Swamp Sparrow: 2 on 3lZZ at Olema Marsh. (JR)

Whitc-throated Spanow: 2 from 3ll4 to 4/6 in her Concord
yard. (MJC)
Chesmut-collared Longsoun 4 males on 42 along Siena Rd.,
Santa Clara Co. (FB, MJC) AIso on RBA.
Lawrence's Goldfinch i 3 ol 4n in her Alamo yard (JR): 6 on
4/8 (GB, EH, GF) and 3 on 4/9 (JR) along Whrtecliff Way,
Walnut Crcck; 3 on 4/5 rn White Canyon, MDSP (MP);2 on
4/5 at Sunol RP (KH, SG): I on 4n l}lc Morgan Terrilory
Regional Park (SC, RL).

Observers: Hugh and Norah Bain, Florence Bennett, Ginny
Bergeson, Mary Jane Culver, Bob Elliot, George Finger, Betty
Gallagher, Stcve Glover, Hugh Harvey, Ed Hasc, Kevin Hintsa,
Eugenia Larson, Ron Lindeman, Marjorie Plant, Bob Rich-
mond. Jean Richmond. and Don Robcrson.

NOh: For the daily updates of the Non}ern Califomia Rare
Bird AlcrL c€ll 524-5592.

INTERNATIONAL CORNER
by Jill Hedgecock
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PARTNERS IN FLIGHT
At thc rcccnt Westcm Regional Audubon Conference, numerous
in[ernatronal sessrons were held, often focusrng on Parmcrs in
Flight (PIF). Panners rn Flight is a cooperativc iniLiaLivc
launchcd rn 1990 lnvolving both pubhc and non-govcmmental
agcncics l.hroughout Nonh and tatin America. Its purposc is to
address neoEopical migratory songbirds. Evidence ls mounting
to suggcst that many migrans evolved from resident tropical
spccics. The evolution of tlese birds has resulted in adapLion to
a narrow range of habins. Thus, these spccrcs are alarmingly
vulnerable to the weakest. link in their chain of habitas. Clear-
ly, onc of our mosl. important challenges is o recognizc the
global scale of habilat requirements and to coordinate among
multidrsciplinary cxpens across tnternationa.l boundaries.
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NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS
720 Conu" Costa Blvd.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
798{303

SPRING SEED SALE
(April 20 thru May 15,1994)

These prices arelSTo OFF our regular prices

CUSTOM SEED BLENDS

INDIVIDUAL SEEDS

BIRDSCAPING
A brdscape plan is an evaluadon of your yard's atracuon for
blds and recommendations designrng and orienting your yard
to crcate habrEt which wrll attrac! morc birds, enLce a wrder
varicty of birds, or both. Contact WBU to leam how you can
encourage birds by having:

Different types of sced and feede$.
Other food such as peanuts, suet, and fruil
WaEr sources such as baths, msters, and dnppers.
Plantings al.uacl.ive to birds.

This new service is offered by WBU. We will come to your
house, analyze your habitat, and give you a written rcpon full
of recommendations.

WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, ETC.

GOLDEN TROUT WORKSHOP
Tfuee one-week Golden Trout Workshops will bc held in the
Sierra from July 31 through August 20, 1994. The Workshops
are sponsored by members of fie Eastem Siera, Pasadena, San

Bernardrno Vallcy, San Fernando Valley, and Santa Ba$ara
chapteB of Nationat Audubon Socicty. A field natural history
program, consisting of mturalist-led hikes, will be offcred. Thc
camp is localed in the Golden Trout Wilderncss in thc souttem
ponion of 0re High Sierra at an altitude of 10.000 fect. For
more detarls, wril.e or call Cindi McKernan, 1230 Friar tanc,
Redtands, CA 92373, (909) 793-7897. Rcservations should be

made as soon as possible.

SIERRA FIELD RECORDING WORKSHOP
The Enth annual sound recording workshop, co-sponsored by
l}le Oakland Museum and the Natue Sounds Society, wilt takc
place at the Sierra Nevada Field Campus of San Francisco Statc

University near Yuba Pass from Junc l7 ftrough Junc 19,

1994. Expen recordists and creative ardsts will spcak on a
rangc of scientific, anisdc, and rcchnological issues related to
nature sound recording and use. For additional informauon or to
register, call thc CaLfornia Library of Natura.l Sounds at fic
Oakland Museum, (510) 238-7482.

SONGBIRD FIELD DAY
Free field trarning scssions for nature cnurusiasts will bc off cd
Saturday, May 7, a[ Point Reyes Bird Observatory's Palomarin
Field Station in Bohnas. The event is sponsored in recognition
of International Migratory Bird Day, an obscrvance of the plight
of migratory songbirds. Padcipants in PRBO's Field Day will
learn how to set up and establish monitoring sites in their areas

and how to collecl data using standardized rcchniqucs l}lat can be

used in regronal and natronal monltonng programs. This is an

opponunity for indrviduals to hclp with a statc-wide cffon to
protect our songbirds. For more information, plcase write to
PRBO Freld Days, 4990 Shoreline Highway, Stinson Beach,

CA %970, or call the Ficld Slation at (415) 868-0655.

SEQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON FIELD SEMINARS
The Sequoia Natural History Association announccs iB annual
spring/summer naural history seminar program in Sequoia and
Kings Canyon National Parks. Thc excursions, field trips, and

workshops explorc in depth a variety of topics that help thc
park visitor betl.er appreciate and undersEnd the wonderland of
the Srcrra Nevada. Of panicular inl.crest is the "Birds of thc
Sierra' seminar by long-dme Nadonal Park Servicc Naturalist
Jim Wamer, from June 24 through June 26. fie seminar will
include both a slide presentation and field hikes. In all, twenty
different scminar courses are being offered, with costs ranging
from $12 to Sl25 depending on the length of the coursc. For
additional information or a free seminar brochure, writc to thc
Sequoia Natural History Association, Ash Mountain Box 10,

Thrce Rivcrs, CA 93271,or call (2W) 565-3759.

WOODLAND MIX
'1070 oil sunflower
907o whia and red millct

DELUXE BLEND
5070 sunflower (oil & stripcd)

5 7o safflower
4570 white millet

SPECIAL BLEND
6570 sunflower (oil and chips)

5% safflower
3070 whil'e mrllel

14.43 25.48

14.88 26.33

25 tb.
$ 13.58

s0 tb.
$24.23

OIL SUNFLOWER
STRIPED SUNFLOWER
SUNFLOWER CHIPS
SAFFLOWER
CRACKED CORN

25_Ib.
$ 12.33

18.28
2548
15.26
6.76

50-rb.
$21.23
33.98
48.43

28.01
I t.0l

THISTLE
5lbs. $8.08; l0 lbs. $15.26,25 lbs. $36.51; 50 lbs. $67.96
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NEW MEMBERS

We cxtend a warm welcome to $ese new MDAS mcmbers and

hopc l,o meet them al our activrtics: Earl Alexandcr, Steven
Baucr, Robcrt Conner, Corliss Ann Beisheim, Billie Bittle,
Mr. and Mrs. S. P. Btanding, Tracey Bowen, Jennifer Brodte,
Ellsworth Brown, Vergil Chaddock, Eileen Coleman, John
Cooper, Thomas Cox, Tom Cromelin, Dan Danncr, Michelle
Davis, F. L. Dehsle, Jcromc Dix, Tom P. Dyerly, Mr. and
Mrs. Sam Eamhardt, Ruth Enrico, Mrc. John Fcack, Douglas
Fogary, Elizabeth Frazier, Bonnie Funk, D. Furseth, John S.

Gravcll, Scott Groulx, Carol Haglund, Leigh Haugeberg,
Roben and Hllma Heaton, Robert Hickerson, Donald Holst,
Nancy Howe, J. Hubbard, Deb Hufnagel, Val Hulbert, Gregory
Jackson, Letty Johnson, Mrs. Ianeve Jordan, Doris Kuhnle,
Curtis Lancy, Anna t:vrischeff, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Long,
Frank B. Maila, Iris Middaugh, Helen Mirchell, Larry Mona,
Mr. and Mrs. Robcn Mosel, Brian Murphy, Paul Muther,
Steven Noscr, Mrs. Merle Osgood, Michacl Ovcrfield, Vickie
Plarsance, Robert Mark Pocla, Pamela Polk, Joyce Pollack,
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Kahleen Pond, Kim Pope, Mr. and Mrs. L. Polash, Eliz2beth
Rhoads, B. L. Roberls, Gloria Shaw, Annc Sheldon, Amy
Shiratsuki, D. Srmmons, Mr. and Mrs. Spielcr, Don Spotts,

John Stover, Frances Ann Sradling, Nanette Sullivan, Mikc
Tschida, Kathlecn Vaughn, J. Voerge, Bethe Vosper, Stevan
Wendelin, Ka0ry Wrltiams, Eiteen Wright, Joyce Zimmcrman.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our socrety has from dme o time received gcnerous b€qucsts,

grfts, and donatiors given in memory o[ fncnds or relativcs or
as sponEneous conributions o thc smiety's activities. Thcsc

donations are wclcomcd as a significant suppon of ou goals of
wildlife apprcciadon and conserval.ion.

This month MDAS would like to exprcss rls appreciation for a

gift from Gen Satder given in memory of Dorothy Gunnell, a

former MDAS member, of Washington, Pcnnsylvania. Her
generosity is very much valued.
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Thc Quail n published manthly etcept for the combined JulylAugust issue. Audubon membership includes subscriptiotls lo the

Quail ond Audubon m4gqz.ne To join ($35lyear individual, $iE farruly; introductory rates availoble), write your check to National
Audubon Society but send it, with letter or subscription card, to the Menbership Choirperson, Mike lViLLioms, I172 l-arch Avenue,

Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter benefits firuncially from membership applications it processes. Full rumbersEp is encouraged, but

subscription to the Qusil is available separate ftom membershrp ot $lOlyear. The check should be nude out to MDAS qnd mailed to

the MDAS Treasurer, Pam Keiser,505 Wrld, Flower Place, Danville, CA 94526 First class mailing to member or nonmcnber is an

additional $3 s)lyeat pslable to MDAS & sent to the Treasurer.

ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: ConSuII MiKe WiIKams, (510) 376-1631,

Bsrbaro 9urek, Editor, 157 Mt. Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (510) 229-0394
Exchange bulletns lor MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery, P. O. Box 53, Walnur Creek, CA 94597-0053, pkase.
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June Program:

The End of the Year Potluck

o The next meeting of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
will be on Thursday, June 2, at 6:30 p.m. at the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Cregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. This meeting will be our regular end-
of-the-year potluck. Please bring a salad, casserole,
or dessert for ten as well as your own table service
and any serving utensils you may need. Coffee and
punch will be provided.

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Dinner

The program will be provided by the members. Our
President, Jim Lomax, will not be here this year for
the potluck, so members who have felt bashful about
showing their pictures after Jim's are urged to bring
slides or pictures, old bird nests, or unusual feeders
or bird houses to share with the group. Members are
asked to limit the number of slides to ten. Anything
that relates to natural history that you think would be
interesting can be shown at the meeting. Members
are encouraged to participate and make this a varied
and entertaining evening.

The four MDAS elected officers for the 1994-1995
tern were chosen at the May meering. Jim Lomax
will again serve as President, with Al McNabney as
Vice-President, Conservation, Sheree Doucette as
Secretary, and Pam Keiser as Treasurer. We offer
them our congratulations.

The next MDAS board meeting will be on Thursday,
June 16, at the home of Beverly Hawley, 1509
Skycrest Dr., #4, Walnut Creek, 947-0479. The
board meetings are open to all interested members.

Weekend Birding Breaks have been halted for the
summer, due to the lack of nearby summer birds.
Look for the resumption of these shon, local field
trips in September.

Birdathon Results - page 5

Environmentalist of the Year Award - page 5
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CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

CAryPAW (PROP. 180)
Folks, the job's just half done. Many people tfuoughout the

state worked very hard collecting the thousands of signatures

necessary !o get CAL/PAW on he June ballot hop. 180 is

now on the ballot and what occurs next will dercrmine whether
the preparatory efforts were worthwhile or fruidess. Passage

of thc mcasurc Prop. 180 will bc of great value in obtaining
lands essential for parks, open space, and habitat- TFIE NEED
IS GREAT!!!!I All wc have to do is look at Yosemite, a park

bcing loved to death by we, the people. Pmjected MILLIONS
of additional Califomia residents will HAVE to HAVE MORE
parks and open space, to say notiing of fte acurc necd to save

habiht for our wlld populations.

DELTA ENVIRONMENT SCIENCE CENTER
Friday, May 13, was an auspicious day for wetlands, Contra
Costa County, the metropolis of Oakley, AND fie nation.
Creation of the Delta Environment Science Center (DESC)
was officially announced at a major ceremony at the Ironhouse

Sanrtary Distnct facility in Oakley. About 100 people were
on hand (plus a gaggle of geese, a flock of ducks, and some
goslings). Dwight Meadows, Member, Board of Directors of
fte Ironhouse Sanitary District, one of the movers and shakers
ttrat is making the Center possible, made the announcement.
The crowd fien moved to the area where a 25,000 square foot
building is to be constructed.

Supervisor Tom Torlakson, Chair of the Working Commiuee
on tie pmject, introduced the many dignihies present !o help
get the project going. A high point occurred when Torlakson
called on Al McNabney !o present, on behalf of Mt. Diablo
Audubon Society, a check for $1000, the FIRST donation the
project received. Jean Richmond, our very well-known birder
and the author of tlretrnk Birding in Northcrn California,was
recognized for the part she played in the creadon of the funds
given to the project by MDAS. Also Don Manning from the
Tosco/Avon Refinery presented donations totaling $15,000,
and Supervisor Torlakson announced the County had provided

$35,000 from the Keller Canyon Mirigation funds. The group

then signcd tlre MemorandDm of Understanding.

The Mission Statement, prepared by the inlormal working
group that has so far created a road map for he Center, reads as

follows:

"The proposed Dela Environment Science Center (DESC) will
provide a diverse array of innovadve expericntial science educa-

tion prograrns of the highest quality with emphasis on Dela
Hydrology, Wildlife Habitaq t edands Management and spe-
cial studres. wherever possible, appropriate environmental
sciences c€reer tralning wlll be encouraged and devetoped. The
center shall become a critial bridge betwe€n and among class-
rmm studies at all educational levels, eflective outdoor leam-
rng experiences, and special research projerts.

Junc 1994

"Student and pubtic involvement will be the corc of a dynamic
lm.ming environment where crealive approaches !o tcaching
and leaming will be developed in concen with u-aining for en-

vironmental sciencc careers. The Center shall serve as a local,
regional, state, and national training center for tcachcrs in
aquadc and otier environmental sciences."

The Science Center iself will be a "WORLD CLASS" cener
for ecological studies. It will weave together teacher training,
programs, research, career devclopment and public panicipar.ion

for all age levels. The Cenrer will pmvidc tie envimnment for
innovativc science education that will prepare students and the
public for more involved roles as resource managers and public
stewards

DESC facitities witt be located near tre freshwater marsh that
comprises the "Big Break" Iagmn on Ironhouse propeny. The

complex will include a visitor center, laboratories, classooms,
exhibis, aquaria, and all equipment necessary to facilitate
indmr and outdmr science exploration and study. FOLKS, the
Delta Environment Science Center is a reality, evcn if only a
budding reality. Watch the Center glow!

Bye, bye for now. See you next Septembcr. Havc a relaxing
summer. Watch a few birds, climb a few mountains, artd bc
back in the fall when MDAS renews its activities.

INTERNATIONAL CORNER
by Jill Hedgecock

TREES, FL]RNITURE, AND RAINFORESTS
The United Shtes is the second large$ importer of mahogany.

Over 45,000 cubic meters of tropical hardwood were imponed
in 1992, a quanLity equivalent lo 24 football fields shckcd one
yard in height For cvery mahogany tree cut in a rainforest, at
le$st 20 ofter Eees arc damaged Some of "our' backyard birds
could also be adversely affecrcd, as many species winter in the
tropics. The United States is considering listing mahogany,

Swietenia matophylla, in Appendix II of the Convention on
Internadonal Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), which reg-

ulates the tradc of endangered species. Please write to your

congressman in suppon of this listing!

PARTIAL VICTORY IN HAWAII
True Geothermal Energy Company has abandoned its a[empt
to develop geothermal power in the last expanse of lowland
tropical rainforest in the U. S. (wao Kele O Puna on the Big
Island of Hawaii). Unfortunately, True is currendy trying to
sell rts holding to another geothermal developer.
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rips arc open to members and nonmembers alike. Carpoo
timc is dcparture rimc. Carpool expense: 5 cents per mrlc
per rider is suggested: blls and cntry fe€s are sharcd equally
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, field guidc and lunch.
Trips go in light rain or drizzle: if in doubt, ca.ll leadcr up to

trmc.hour beforc

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of ficld trio:
Carcgory 1: Easy, little or no walking, smooth paths

Category 2: Moderate, I mile or more, possibly rough
Carcgory 3: Difficult, cxtensive walking, rough tcrrain

Thursday, Junc 2, Las Trampas Regional Park. Meet
7:00 a.m. in parking lot at park enrancc. From I-680, go
we$ on Crow Canyon Road, and right onlo Bollinger Canyon
Road. Parking lot is to the left at end of road. Carry hqurds,
fic area can be hot. Grasshopper Sparrows are possible.
L-eader: Denisc Wi9ht- 370-7342 Category 2

Saturday, June 4, Outer Point Rcyes. Carpool 6:00 a.m.
Acalancs Avc. off Pleasant Hill Rd., just nonh of Hwy 24.
Meet at Drake's Beach, 8:00 a.m. Cross San Rafael Brrdge.
From I-'l0l nonJl, lake San Ra.fael exit. Go 2 blocks, lurn left
and conUnue west to Sir Francis Drake BIvd. Tum right on
Sir Francis Dralc. Ar SR l, turn right 12 mile, left onto
Bear Valley Rd. about 3 milcs, and onto Sir Francis Drake
Blvd. again. Continue abou( '14 miles to Drale's Beach Rd. on
tcft. Spring vagants. Be prepared for vanable weafier.
Leadcr: Maury Stem, 284-5980 Category 2

Wednesday, Junc 8, Annadel State Park. Carpool 6:30
a.m. soutrwest comer of Sun Valley parking lol Mect 8:00
a.m. parking lot of Annadcl Park. Go nonh on I-680, tum
wesl on I-780, go through Vallejo, and wes[ on SR 37 to SR
121. Turn lcft onto SR 12 for about I7 miles past Sonoma.
Tum lcft onto Los Alamos Rd., right on Melite Rd., then lefl
on Montgomery Rd. for 0.6 mi. Tum left on Channel Dr.,2
mi. to road end. Yellow-breasM Cha6, Pileated r mdpeckers.
Leader: Barbara Ynghn,376-8732 Catggory 2

Saturday and Sunday, June l8-19, Yuba Pass. Sahrday at
Yuba Pass for mountain birds. Sunday, Siena Valley for basrn

birds. Motels rn Siera City: Herringon's Sierra Pines, (916)
862-ll5l; Sierra Chalet, (916) 862-lll0; Shannon's Cabins,
(916) 862-l?47 . Czmpgrounds at Chapman Creek, Yuba Pass.

Leadcr: Barb Burck,229-0394 Category 2

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

GARIN AND DRY CREEK REGIONAL PARKS, ApTiI 2.
Seven birders recorded 64 s?ecles on a mossly clear day with
hght wrnd. We found two oriole nests and also nesB berng
built by Bushtits and Brown Crecpers. Warbling Yireos
seemed to be everywhere but only a few were seen. The lrip

June 1994

provided a good sudy of bid songs as many other birds wcrc
singing, too, most of them out of view.

Bob Richmond

IRONHOUSE SANITARY PLANT, April 7.
Fitteen birders enjoyed a clear warm morning at this relatively
new birding site at the edge of the Dclta. This day was in tle
transition period with many winEr bLds sUll hcrc and Oc frst
summer birds having arrived. Many Amcrican Pipis werc
seen, possibly a migration wave. Lincoln, White+rowned, and
Golden-Crowned Sparrows werc sLill hcre. Caspian Tcrns had

arrived. In the large flock of Bonapartc's Gulls, all plumagc
surges from immaturc winter plumagc to full brecding adult
plumagc were seen. A total of 66 species werc seen or hcard.

Eliabelh Dickey

BRIONES REGIONAL PARK, April 10.

Twenty-seven eager birders joined the leader at 8:30 a.m. on
tlris sunny, mrld Sunday moming for a Wcckcnd Birding Break.
Many who wcre fairly new at lhe spon madc even hc singing
grosbeak an cvent !o the group. 36 specics were seen or heard.

Barbara Vaughn

LAKE LAGLINITAS, April 13.

Only seven birders enjoyed a clear spring day in Marin. After
an excellcnt look at a Pileatcd Woodpecker near the bcginning
of the tmil around Lagunitas l-ake, somcone said we might as

well go home, what could top thrs? However, wc continued
and had cxcellent views of Black-throated Gray Warbler and
Warbling Virco and of breeding-plumage Common l-oon and an
Osprey on Bon Tempc t ake. 15 of tie 53 specics observed
werc heard only.

Elizabcth Dckcy

DONNER CANYON, Apnl 16.

Twenty-one mcmbers and guests spent a cool, overcast day at
Donner Canyon, Heathington Loop, Meridian Ridge and Back
Canyon. 59 specics of birds and many spring wildflowcrs wcrc
seen. The most unusual bird of the day was an carly-in-the-
season Olive-sided Flycatcher. Highlights includcd Ash-
throatcd and Hammond's Flycatchers, Housc Wrcn, Blue-gfay
Gnatcatcher, Nashvillc Warbler, and Rufous-crowncd Sparrow.

Maury Stem

IDA CLAYTON ROAD, April 21.
Undcr beautiful bluc skies, the day began cool bur was warmcr
by aftemoon; tle wind was mostly light. Nine birders studied
bird songs as many buds were heard but not secn. We saw Hut-
on's, Warblrng, and SoliEry Vireos, Nashvillc, Black-throarcd
Gray, and Wrlson's Warblers, and two Westem Tanagers on Ida
Clayton Road, a pair of Wood Ducks on DeEn Reservoir, and
an Osprey in a hugc ncst at kke Henncssey. Among s:pecies

heard only were Mountain Quail, Brown Creeper, and Black-
chrnned and Sage Sparrows. A tolal of 66 specics was seen

and,/or heard. Wrldflowers made a prmr showing on this trip.
Jean Richmond
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Fie ld Tnp Reports, cont'd.

DEL PUERTO CANYON ROAD, April 27.
Thc moming was grcat for fie twenty buders with good looks
at a roadrunner, singing Canyon Wrens, Phainopcpla, Rufous-
crowncd Sparrows, and Tricolored Blackbirds. The unexpectcd
downpour of rain and hail aftcr lunch brought a halt to birding.
Two vchicles waited undl he rain tumed to showers. We saw
a Ycllow-brcastcd Chat, two kwrencc's Goldlinchcs, Wood
Ducks, and Ring-nccked Ducks. We also watched a Bobcat for
2 or 3 minutes. Total species: 63.

Florcncc Bcnneu

OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Please send observations lo Steve Glover,
3986 Stoneridge, #2, Pleasanton, CA 94565, or ca.ll U6-'1382.
Pleasc include your telephonc numbcr with vour observadons.

Eared Grebe: 1 in breedrng plumage on 425 at Clif@n Courr
Forebay. (SG)
Pclagic Cormorant: I on 420 at PL Richmond. (SG)
American Bittern: I on 4/30 at the end of Jersey Island Rd.
(SG): I on 4130 (SG) and 5/10 (FB, MJC, BG, HH) at the cnd
of Bcthel Island Rd.
Greal Blue Heron: at Icast 20 or morc occupied ncs6 on 425
on Euca.lyp0s lsland near Clifon Court Forebay. (SG)
Cinnamon Teal: 1 female with 8 young on 4/30 ar re end of
Jersey Island Rd. (SG)
Ring-necked Duck: I malc on 4/25 and 4R0 ar Marsh Creek
Reservoir. (SG)
Red-shouldercd Hawk: 2 on 427 and 428 at Upper San [ran-
dro Reservoir. CfL)
Swainson's Hawk: I on 4p5 at Eucalyptus [sland (SG)t 1 on
4RO near Clifton Coufl Forebay (JL); 5 on 5/10 along Mr.
Housc Road, Alameda Co. (SG).
Merhn: I latc bird on 4R0 at Pipcr Slough. (SG)
Pcreerine Falcon: 1 seen on 422 behind his molher's housc rn
San Ramon. (SG)
Virsinia Rail: I scen and heard on 4127 at Sunol Regional
Park. (SG)
Pacific Colden-Ploveri 1 on 4126 aL the Spaletta Plateau, Pt.
Rcycs. (HH, FB, MJC, BG)
Solilary Sandpiper: I on 4n6 at Spalelta Ranch. (FB, MJC,
BG, HI{)
Spotted Sandpipcr: 2 oa 4f28 urd 4f29 at Heather Farms in
Walnut Creek. (H&RH, FB, MJC, B&Boc)
Whrmbrel: 14 on 4R0 on Jersey and Bcrhel Islands. (SG)
I ittle Gull: I adull on 4/18 flyrng pasr Hayward Landing,
Hayward Regional Shorelinc. (BR) Second Alameda County
and East Bay records.

June 1994

Nonhem BgmyOwl: I sccn on 4/15 (SG, RL) and hcard on
4i 19 (SG) at Sunol RP.

Black Swift 2 on 5/4 at Slonc Valley Road at I{80 (JR): I on
5/9 at ML Olympus, MDSP (BR).
Vaux's Swift: 5 on 422 at Sunol RP. (SG)
Costa's Hummingbird: 1 on 4/12 (GF, MP) and on 5R (FB) ar
Dcl Puero Canyon.
Callione Hummingbird: I malc on 4/30 along Black Point
Trail, Mt. Diablo Srarc Park (H&RH, MP): I male found dead
on 4/30 at Bishop Ranch Business Pa*, San Ramon (SF).

Willow Flycatcher: I on 4/30 at Piper Slough (SG); I on 5/10
near samc spot (MJC, BG, HII).
Hammond's Flycatchen last rcport was 6 on 4130 in Mitchcll
Canyon. (MP, JM)
Dusk), Flvcatchen I on 428 in Mitchell Canyon. (GF, MP)
Cray Flycatchec I on 4/19 in Whitc Canyon, MDSP. (GD
Yellow-billed Magoic: I on 422 near KnighScn. (GF)
Canyon Wren: female (?) on 4ll9 6d 4nZ on ncst ar Liule
Yoscmie, Sunol RP, but birds and nast gone on 5r9. (SG)
Wintcr Wrcn: 5-6 singing males on 4/J0 along Tres Sendas
Trail, Redwood Regional Park. (SG) Only Contm Costa
County nest record was hcre two ycas ago.
Amcrican DiDpcr: I oa 4ll5, 4ll9, and 4122 crlJir.g fd to
nest at Littlc Yoscmi@, and I sccn on 519 fecding an almost
full-grown, begging youngster out of thc nest. (SG)
Townscnd's Soli irc]. I on 4f26 aLPt. Rcycs Fish Docks. (FB,
MJC, BG, HH)
American PiDit: 2 stragglers on 4/25 aI Clifton Cour Forebay.
(SG)

Phainooenla: I male on 4R0 near thc end of Mirchell Canyon
Road. (l-L)
Nashville Warbleri 5 on 4115, n on 422, urd 3 oa 4127 at
Sunol RP. (SG)
Hermir. Warblcr: 5-6 oa 519 (GF, MP) and 3 on 5/10 (SG, FB,
BG, MJC, HfD, all at Pipcr Slough.
Yellow-breasted Chat I on 4R0 (SG),3 on 5E (GF, MP), and
4 singing on 5/10 (SG, FB, HH, BG. MJC), all at Pipcr
Slough.
Black-chinncd Soarrow: I o 4119 in White Canyon (GF, MP);
I on 5/8 along thc FLc Intcrpretivc Tmil fff! andz on 519 at
the summrt of ML Diablo (BR). First records for thc summit?
Grasshooper Sparrow: 3 on 514 east of Flag Hill, Sunol RP.
(SG)

Tricolored Blackbird: large nesdng colony of 200-300 bids
thru 5/13 along Calaveras Road near the Quary Ponds. (SG)
Orchard Oriole: I immaturc male on 5/8 in her Alamo yad.
(JR)

Observcrs: Florencc Bcnnctt, lvlary Janc Culver, Sharon
Femandez, Gcorge Finger, Betty and Bob Gallaghcr, Seve
Clover, Hugh and Rosita Harvey, Kcvin Hinsa, Tom
Lcc, Ron Lindcman, Jim Lomax, Joc Morlan, Marjorie
Plant, Bob Richmond and Jean Richmond.

!q[: For the daily updates of thc Nonhern Califomia Rarc
Brd AlerL call 524-5592.

4

o

o

o



6 Junc 1994

NEW MEMBERS

We are happy to welcome thcse new MDAS membcrs and
hope !o me€t them soon at our activitics: Mrs. Benedict L.
Adams, Lcone and Richard Boylc, Lcroy Calhoun, Mr. and

Mrs. Kcn Cas eton, Mrs. Ture DahlsEom, Mrs. J. Dantes,

Carol Depuydt, Donna Dewitt, Jan Dickerson, Bill Egan,
Frank Forrest, J. Gepty, Wayne Grant, Barbara Harmon,

George and Diane Hefner, Anna Hennessy, D. Hoopcr, Brucc
Hoyt, Rod Ke€ner, Benson H. ltvine, Rex Liniger, Dave and

Cathy Lueders, Charles Matuk, Stephen McKenzie, Dean
McWilliams, Robbye Mohn, James Moore, Chris and Naomi
Morgan, Victor Neufcld, Edward Pancoast, Michelc Peteff,
Mark Racioppo, R. E. Rank, Dorothy Robbins, Liz Siino, Jas

Tarantino, D. Undcrwood, John Viera, Pcnny Watker, L. J.

West, and Mrs. B. V. Wisyanski.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our socicty has from timc !o dmc rcccivcd generous bcqucss,
gifs, and donations given in memory of friends or rclativcs or
as spontaneous contribudons t'o tJre socicty's activities. These

donadons are wclcomed as a significant suppon of orn goals of
wildlife appreciation and corservation.

This month MDAS would like !o express ils appreciation for
thank you's from the Napa-Solano Audubon Chaptcr for a talk
givcn by Denisc Wight and from the Concord Gardcn Club for
a talk given by Mike Williams. Their gcncrosity is very
much valued
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The Quail u published monthly except for the combned lulylAugust issue. Audubon membersEp includes subsuiptions ,o lhe

Quail and Audubon mtgazine. To join ($35lyear individual, $38larruly: introduclory rates available), write your check to National
Audubon Society but send it, with letter or subscription card, to the Menbership Chairperson, Mike Williams, I 172 Larch Avenue,

Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter benfits Jinancially from membership applicatbns it processes. Full numbership is encouraged, but

subscription to the Quoil is svailable separate from membership at $l0lyear. The check should be made out to MDAS and nailed to
the MDAS Treasuer, Pam Keiser, 505 Wild, Flower Place, Danville, CA 94526. First class rnailing lo number or nonnumber is an

additional $3S)lyear payable a MDAS & scnt to the Treasurer.

ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consuk Mike Williams, (510) 376-1631.

Barbara Burek, Ediror, 157 Mt. Kennedy Dr., Mqrtnez, CA 94553 (510) 229-0394
Exchange bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Dtablo Audubon Society, P. O. Box 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94597-0053, please.

Mt. Drablo Audubon Socrety
P.O. Box 53

Walnut Creek, CA 94597-0053
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ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE YEAR

The MDAS Environmcnhl Distinctron Award for 1994 was
prescn@d at ou.r May mccting o Dwight Meadows, Dircctor,
Ircnhouse Sanilary DisEict. The Award rcad:

"WHEREAS the Board of Direclors for MDAS has adjudged
tha[ Dwight. Meadows has served the cause of environmental
prol.ecdon and enhancement wil]l grcat effort and sacrificc; and
has, as a dircctor of Ironhouse Sanikry District for l8 years,
played a pivotal rolc rn moving l}lc District to becoming vcry
environmentally awarc; has brought together reprcscntadvcs
from he Ironhouse Board, Los Medanos Collegc, he Conua
Costa Board of Supervisors, East Bay Regional Park District,
Cal Slate Hayward, Mt. Diablo Audubon Society, and local
schools to develop an outline for his idea for a regional educa-
tlonal and community center to provide hands-on experience
with the Detla ecologres for studens and thc public: and has
played a key leadershrp role in establishing a coordrnating
council, preparing the initral plan, and developing a funding
sraregy for Oe Della Envronmen[ Center, which will become
a world-class center for environmental education and wetland
observation and study; therefore be it

"RESOLVED that de Board of Directors has approved and
granted this Al McNabney Environmental Distinction Award
on tie l4th day of April 1994."

We congrarulate Dwrght Mcadows for his achrevcmens in
bnngrng the Delta Enyronment Science Center from a dream
!o a deYeloping rcality.

1994 BIRDATHON RESULTS
by Barbara Burek
and Denise Wight

Thc forecast rarn did not develop and the four inrcpid chapter
teams sallied out on Satuday, April 30, in pursuit of the wily
birds. "Glovcr's Plovcr I-overs," Stcvc Glovcr's tcam, shncd
early - 2:30 a-m. - tracking down owls. Suong winds latcr in
rhe day kept the birds down, but Srcve turned in the best Conlra
Cosu County list of 142 species (10 hcard only), just shy of
his all-time best county Birdathon record. Jim Lornar and his
cight "Early Worms," Sheree Doucette, Karin Grillo, Barbara
Holway, Mary t ou Manin, Katie McGovem, Wayne Snelling,
Rebecca Walton, and Sariah walton, didnt slart so carly (9:m
a.m., in fact) but saw 87 species. (Did they havc more fun,
though?) Denise tWight and her "Wight-crowned Spare-'O's"
took a page from Stevc's book and slarted fteir Eek aI 5:00 a-m.

at Del Pueno Canyon. Denise, Elizabeth Dickcy, Mia Fcrrec,
and Pamela Ferree ended the day over 400 milcs and 14 hours
later at the coast wilh Oc be,st AII Bay tuea toEl - 149 species
(7 heard only). "The Road Runncrs," Jimm Edgar and Mauy
Srcm, also bilded All Bay Arca and had a rcspcchblc tolal of
I 19 species. "The Road Runncrs" also deserve special mention
for raising the most money - over $500. Two indepcndent
rcams also participated in the Birdathon. Pamela Keiser and
Dianc Riles birded the Mt. Diablo arca and saw zl4 specics, thc
best (and only) Contra Cosla County indcpcndent team toEl.
"The Four Right Tems," Florence Bcnneu, Mary Jane Culvcr,
Betty Gallagher, and Hugh Harvey, took advanhgc of a gmd
day of birding on Tuesday, April 26, to tum in a total of 100

Bay Area species. AU participants, chaper team or indepcndent"
proclaimed *rc day grea[ fun and a succcss. (Jim tomax did say
he hopes l,o break lhe lm-sp€cies level next ycar, though.) A
potJuck was held Sunday evening at fte homc of Barb Burek and
Dan Van Zile lo cclebrate thc conclusion of the Birdathon. The
dinner was also proclaimed a succcss.

In addition to panicipans in the field, a number of members and
ofiers took part in thc Birdathon through tlcir contributions.
We would like to thank the following for ther supporu Banett
Anderson, Hugh and Norah Bain, Britla Cascio, Beuie Dakotah,
Helen Deman, Shrrley Ellis, Van Gilbert, Janet Goodman,
Hugh and Rosita tlarvey, Jill Hedgecock, Don King, Dcborah
Krshen, Paul Kujawa, Ethel Lazaroff, Kathlecn lonac, Diane
Manen, Hclen and Al McNabney, Ruth Ncwell, Daisy Ray,
Sandra Rogers, Donna Sandcrson, Dick and Connie Silk, Elsic
and Dona.ld Snodgrass, Kare Tate, Pat Thunen, Marian Trancs,
Betty Williarns, and Mikc Williams and Wild Birds Unlimikd.

On behalf of tlre chapler, wc want to ftank all who panicipated
and mntributed to makc this our most fun and, yes, our bcst
Birdation in years.

IEo
Original sketch by Carol Lutz
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Upcoming Events:

Again this year, there will be no general meeting of
the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society in July or August.
The first fall general meeting will be in September.
Information about the meeting time, place, birding
information, and program will be in the September
issue of the Qaail.

The next board meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, July 14, at the home of Pam Keiser, 505
Wild Flower Place, Danville, 838-8840. The August
meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, August
I l, at the home of Jim Lomax, 3636 Lolita Dr.,
Concord, 825- 1513. The board meetings are open ro
all interested members.

The yearly Field Trip planning meeting will be at the
home of Elizabeth Dickey, 1i3 Hillcrest Drive in
Orinda, the week of August 7. Call Elizabeth at 254-
0486 on or after August 7 for exact meeting time and
date. If you have requests, suggestions, or special
birds you are interested in or would be willing to lead
a field trip, please call Elizabeth before the meeting.
Anyone interested in helping plan next year's field
trips is welcome to attend.

Weekend Birding Breaks have been halted for the
summer! due to the lack of nearby summer birds.
Look for the resumption of these shon, local field
trips in September.

The Lindsay Museum is seeking furniture, antiques,
silver, clothing, books, small appliances, household
items and even cars for its August Pack Rat Sale.
Clean out your attic for a good cause. The Lindsay
Museum will pick up items in Contra Costa County,
or you can deliver your merchandise from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays
through August 3 to the Del Valle Schml, 1963 Tice
Valley Boulevard, Walnut Creek. The sale will be
August 6, 7, and 8 at the school. For information,
call 938-7353.

Have a good summer!

o



rips arc open !o members and nonmembers alike. Carpoo
tlme is departura timc. Caryool cxpense: 5 ccnts per mile
pcr rider is suggested; tolls and cntry fees are shared cqually
by drivcr and riders. Bring binoculars, ficld guide and lunch.
Trips go in light rair or ddzzle; if rn doubt, call leadcr up o

rc ume.hour beforc d

FIELD TRIPS

Difliculty of field nip:
Category l: Easy, li(le or no walking, smooth paths

Category 2: Moderate, I mile or more, possibly rough

Category 3: Difficult" cxtensive walking, rough terrain

Sacurday, July 30, San Maaco Coast. Caryool 7:15 a.m. at
El Nido at St. Stephcns, off SR 24. Meet at 8:30 a.m. in
parking lot off SR I opposrte Pescadero Road. Cross the San

Matm Bridge, continue west on SR 92 to Half Moon Bay, go
left on SR I lor 15 miles to Pescadem Rd., turn right into
parking lot. Early shorebirds, Black Swift, Bank Swallow,
Marbled Murelel
Leader: Barbara Vaughn,376-8732 Carcgory 2

Saturday, August 20, Bodcgr Bay. Carpool 6:30 a.m.,
southwest comer of Sun Vallcy parking tot. Me€t 8:30 a.m.

at thc Tides Reslaurant. Go north on US 101. Take the
Washmgton SL cxit in Pelaluma, go west on Bodega Hwy. to
SR l, r.um righl to Bodega Bay. The Trdes is on left, opposite
a Union sl.adon. Early shorebirds, rails, waterbirds, migrants.
Leader: Shirley Ellis,939-9091 Category I

Saturday, August 27, San Francisco Bay Refuge -

Coyotc Hills. Carpml 7:30 a.m. at El Cerro Blvd., west of
I-680 Meet 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot at tre refuge vrsrtor's

center off Thomton Rd. Takc I-680 south !o Fremont. Exit at
washingbn Ave. and contrnue to end. Go flght a[ Fremont
Blvd., and urn left ono Stevenson to I-880. Go nor$ on tte
frecway to Thomton Ave. and go west (lef$ to rcfuge entrance.
For more informadon, call Elizabeth Dickey, 254-0486.

Category I

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

BRIONES PARK - WEST, May 5.
Briones is a wonderful spot to see Lazuli Buntings, and wc saw

both male ard female before we left $e parking lot. Eight of
us cnjoyed 45 species including Hermit and Btack-throated
Gray Warblcrs, Swainson's Thrush and Northern Oriolcs.
Nesting birds included a Warbling Vireo and House Wren.

Dcnise Wlght

MINES ROAD, May 7.

Inclement weatrer caused cancellation of this rip. However,
after a discussion at he me€ting place, ftre€ membcrs and the

leader left for a drive in the rain anyway. The skies cleared and

July 1994

thc tflp yicldcd 77 specics seen or hcard. Highlights wcre Wild
Turkey, a madrunner perched in a trce, l€wis' Woodpcckcr,
Phainopcpla, and a Yellow-breas@d ChaL

Hugh Harvey

MT. DIABLO, May Il.
Ninc brrders spent an exEemcly fruitful morning buding thc
wesrcrn slopes of Mt. Diablo. Hrghlights inctuded a late Ruby-
crowned Kinglct, two Hermit Warblcrs, onc MacGillivray's
Warblcr, five male Westcm Tanagers in a Gray Pinc, sevcral

Sagc Sparrows watched through scopes and bcst of all, a family
of Lawrcnce's Goldfinch being fed by their mother. 55 species.

Seve Glovcr

MITCHELL CANYON, May 14.

Twenty-one members and guess enjoyed a leisuely hike alonS

Mltchetl and Whi@ Canyons on a warm sunny day. Highlighs
of the trip were carly blooming Rcd Mimulus along thc crcek
and good vicws of the active ncsB of Solitary vireo and Anna's
Hummrngbird. It was a real pleasue to have Rich Kclson, of
Marine World Butterfly House, join us. Many of us gained a
great deal of informadon on identifying the local buuerflies.

Mary Janc Culver
Beuy Gallagher

TILDEN REGIONAL PARK, May 15.

After night of steady rain, four of us met on a sunny Sunday
morning. We saw l0+ Westcm Tanagers in a Douglas Fir and

flying overhcad. A female Black-headed Grosbeak sang from
her nest. In one large willow we saw five species of warblers,

and beyond Jewel Lake we slw a Lazuli Bunting male in the
hemlock. Fony-four speclcs total were encoun@red.

Denise Wight

GATES CANYON, May 19

No repon rccerved.

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, May 21.
Eight birders spent a beautiful day exploring what's still left of
East County. Among thc many hrghlighs werc an American
Br[.ern, Cinnamon Teat with young, Red-shouldercd Hawk,
several Grea! Horned Owls including a downy youngster,
Downy Woodpecker babies, a singing Wlllow Flycarcher, a

Hermit Warbler, five singing chas, and severa.l Bluc Grosbeaks.

Part of the group made a side trip o sce the ncsting magpie in
Knighsen. 71 species.

Seve Glover

CASWELL STATE PARK, May 25.
Six members spcnt a beautiful spring day at Caswcll Statc Pa*
and Durham Ferry Recreadon Area under btuc skies and mid-80
degree [emperal.ures (much cooler in the shade). Highlighs of
t}c 63 bird species seen were a Wood Duck pair, six diffcrent
Swainson's Hawks in three differcnt plumages, two Spottcd

Sandpipers, two Whimbrels, six swallow species including
Bank Swallow, and severa.l Wes@m Tanagers.

Maury Stcm
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OBSERVATIONS
by Sleve Glover

Please send obsewations to Seve Glover,
3986 Soneridge, *2, Pleasanton, CA 9456'6, or call U6-7382.
Plcase include your telephone numbcr wifi vour observations.

Pelagic Cormorant: I on 6/8 near Pt. Mola@, Richmond.
(sG)
Great Egret: I on 6/3 building a nest al Hayward Rcgional
Shoreline. (SG, BR) Only other known ncst sttc in county is
at t-ale Merrilt.
Snowy Eerct: at least 4 or more pairs on 6E building nesls al
Hayward RS. (BR, SG) Only other know nest site in county
is at La-ke Merriu.
Common Shclduck: I on 6/8 a[ Brooks Island, Richmond.
(SC) Obvrously an cscapee.

Wood Duck: 4 males togeher on 6/6 at Sunol Regional Park.
(sG)
Nonhem Pintail: on 6/8, I female wrtJr 8 young a[ Shell
Marsh and I female with at least 3 young along waterfront
Road. (SG) Second and third nest records for $e county.
Oldsquaw: I on 6/8 near Brmks Island. (SG) If this brrd
slays, it wrll be the third summer reaord for the county.
Whrte-wrnged Scoter: a pair on 6/8 at Brooks Island. (SG)

Ospre],: I on 5/13 at Sunol RP. (SG)
Swarnson's Hawk: 5 on 5/20 along Mountain House Road,
Alameda County. (FB, MJC)
Gvrfalcon: I on 520 along Mountain House Rd. (FB, MJC)
Likcly same cscapce here all winter.
Mountain Ouail: 8 on 526 along Gates Canyon Road. (FB,
MJC, BG)
Wilson's Phalarooc: I on 613 at Hayward RS. (SC, BR)
Bonapane's Gull: I on 6E at Shell Marsh. (SG)

Common Tem: 2 on 6B at Hayward RS. (BR, se€n laler by
SG) Rare in spnng. ',
Arctic Tem: 1 adult on 66 at Hayward RS. (BR, later by SG)
Probably third counry and East Bay record for spring.
Black Skrmmer: 2 on 6R at Hapvard RS. (BR, larcr by SG)
Nonhem P.v8my-Owl: I on 5/13 at mile 1.4 along Welch
Creek Road. (SG)
Great Grav Owl: I on 5117 at Tomales Bay State Park. (FB,
MJC, BC, HH)
Calliope Hummingbird: I male on 5/17 in Mitchell Canyon.
(KIr)
Belted Kingfisher: I carrying fish on 5/17 at Pipcr Slough.
(sG, RL)
Lewrs' Woodpecker: I on 5/'17 at Piper Slough. (SG, RL)
Prcbably frst county rccord east of the hills.
Willow Flycatcher: I singing on 521 at Piper Slough. (SG,

MDAS lield trip group)
Hammond's Fl),catcher: 4 on 5ll7 in Mitchell Canyon. (KtI)

JulY 1994

Can!,on Wren: I on 5/13 at Indian Joc Rotks, Sunol RP.
(SG)

Ruby-cmwned Kinglet: I on 5/17 at Piper Slough. (SG, RL)
tate.
Hermit Warbler: on 5/17, l at end of Orwood Road and lat
Piper Slough. (SG, RI)
American Redstart: I or 5f2l at Piper Slough. (On RBA)
Indigo Bundng: I immaturc male on 5/16 at milc 15.4 along
Mines Rd. (SG) On RBA on 5/15.
Black-chinned Sparrow: notcd tfuoughoul thc month from
South Cate Rd., Muir Picnic Arca, and thc nonh and south

sides of the summit, MDSP. (KH, FB, MJC)
I-:wrencc's Goldfinch: 'l femalc and at le3st 5 young being fcd
off of the nest at Junction Campground, MDSP. (SG, FB,
MDAS ficld rip gmup) i/ I '

Observcrs: Florencc Bennetq Mary Janc Culver, Georgc Fingcr,
Betty Gallagher, Steve Glover, Hugh I-larvcy, Kevin Hinlsa,
Ron Lindeman, and Bob Richmond.

Ngr!: For the daily updates of the Northcrn Califomia Rarc
Bird Alen, call 524-5592.

NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS
720 Contra Costa Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

798-0303

S UMMERTIME BIRDFEEDING
Ovcr 700 orioles have becn reported this scasoni 8G907o are 0p
Bullock's subspecics of thc Nonhem Oriole and thc rest are

Hooded Onoles. Thcse birds nest in our arca and will be with
us until September. These nectar-feeding birds readily mme o
oriole feeders and remembcr from one year to the next whcrc
ftey have been fed.

Many Black-headed Grosbeaks arc bcing sighted aI fccdcrs eating
black oil sunflower seeds. They also nest in our area

The erratic Pine Siskin! In the wrnter of 1992-3 wc saw hugc
numbers and last winter very few. They arE now bcing reportcd
in Martinez, Pinole, Concord, Orinda, and Moraga. The Pine
Siskin is normally a winter bird for us. Of coursc, so is the
junco and we are hearing a fcw rrports of it also.

American Goldfinchcs are still being seen at thistlc scld fe.dcrs
in some parts of Conra Costa County. Each year is diffcrent
and thafs what makes backyard birdfecding fun.

YARD SALE!
During July, wc will be having a Yard Salc with tp tD 507o

OFF on sclected fecders, books, clotling, and much morc.
Come visit and check out lhe bargains!
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NEW MEMBERS

We warmly grcet these new MDAS members and hope to me€l
them rn person rn the fall: Mrs. Benedict Adams, Lcone and
Richard Boyle, Leroy Calhoun, Kenneth Casdcton, Mrs. Ture
Dahlsrom, Mrs. J. Dantes, Carol Depuydt, Donna Dewi[, Jan
Dickerson, Frank Fonest, J. Gepty, Wayne Grant, Barbara Har-
mon, George and Dianc Hefncr, Anna Hennessy, D. Hoopcr,
Bruce Hoyt, Rod Kccner, Bcnson Levine, Rcx Linigcr, Dave
and Cathy Lueders, Charles Matuk, S@phen McKenzie, Dean
Mcwilliams, Robbyc Mohn, James Moore, Chns and Naomi
Morgan, Victor Neufeld, Edward Pancoast, Michele Peters,
Mark Racioppo, R. E. Rank, Dorothy Robbins, Liz Siino, Jas

Tarandno, D. Underwood, John Viera, Penny Walkcr, L. J.
Wcst, and Mrs. B. V. Yr'isyanski.

THE LAST WORD

Funny how tlme disappears when you're having fun. Anothcr
year has vanished down the rabbit hole. I want to 6ank again
the regular conEibutors to Lhe Quail, Dcnise Wight, AI
McNabney, Elizabeth Dickey, and Slcve Glover, as well as alt
thosc who sent. in Field Trip Reports and special intrrest
ircms. Thank you to Carol Lulz for her drawings and to Bc[y
Gallagher and her crcw for assembling and mailing thc Qur'I,
This year I would also likc o say a special thant you o all of
you who retumed Membcr Surey Qucstionnaircs last fall.
The feedback was very useful to mc as editor and has led lo
some innovations and changes for the chapter as well, with
more to come in fte futue. Plc€se feel fre€ to offer other idcas
and suggestions to me as cdibr or to the board as a whole. It
will no[ always bc possible to adopt every suggesdon, but wc
appreciate your lnput. Now rt's off to Venezuela for me for a
summer birding tflp. See you next fall!

o

o

The Quail s published monthLy etcept for the combued JulylAugust issue. Audubon membership mcludes subscriptions to the

Quail and Audubon nut$azlne. To join ($35lyear individrcl, $38 fanily: inhoductory rates available ) , write your check to National
Audubon Souety but send it, with leuer or subscription card, to the Menbership Chairperson, Mik Willians, I 172 Larch Avenue,
Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter benefits financially from numbership appltcations it processes. Full membership Ls encouraged, but
subscription to the Quail is available separale from rnembership at $)0lyear.The check should be mode oul lo MDAS a nailed lo
the MDAS Treasurer, Pam Keiser,505 Wild Flower Place, Danwlle, CA 94526. Frsr class mtiling to member or nonmember is an
additional $3SO/year payable to MDAS & sent to the Treaswer.

ADDRESS CIIANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consult Mike Williams, (510) 376-1631

Barbara Burek, Editor, 157 Mt Kennedy Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (510) 229-0394
Exc h.ange bul letins for MDAS to Mt. Diablo Audubon Souety, P. O. Box 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94597-0053, please

t rt.'; -'
ML Diablo Audubon Society

P.O. Box 53
Walnut Creck, CA %597-0053
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JEAN RICHMOND
I25 VIA SERENA
ALAMO CA 94507
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September Program:

Birds in the Balance

Welcome back! We start our season on September
I with a consideration of the serious decline of the
birds that migrate between Nonh America and the
tropics. Robert Bames will give a slide presentation
on National Audubon Society's Birds in the Balance
program. He will discuss how people were alerted
to this decline by breeding bird surveys, what sort of
problems are thought to be causing the loss of our
songbirds, and what is being done about it. Our
chapter coordinator, Jill Hedgecock, will also talk
about some ways MDAS plans to get involved.
Please join us for some great information and bird
photography.

Robert Barnes is coordinator of Birds in the Balance
for the Western Region of National Audubon. He
has also been past president of Califomia Wildemess
Coalition, past chairman of the Kem-Kings Tulare
Committee of the Nature Conservancy, and past
president ofTulare County Audubon Society.

September bird information will be given by our
MDAS Intemational Conservation Chair and Birds in
the Balance Coordinator, Jill Hedgecock. She will
present the results of a national survey on the most
common backyard feeder birds. She will also briefly
introduce the Birds in the Balance program.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Sociery
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7 :00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, September
8, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Jim Lomax, 3636
hlita Dr., Concord, 825-1513. The board meetings
are open to all interested members.

\{eekend Birding Breaks return. Our short,
local field trips will stan on Sunday, September 18
with a trip to Lafayette Reservoir. Members new to
our area and beginning birders are encouraged to join
us for these weekend get-aways. Trip leader for our
first Birding Break will be Denise Wight,370-7342.
Meet at 8:30 a.m. in the parking lot at the top of the
dam ($4.00 fee).

a



CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

WELCOME
Thc summer vacation is now history. Therc's a hinl of fall in
the at. We're glad to see you back, ready for anothcr batch of
MDAS meetings. Hope thc vacation was cnjoyablc and the

suntan you worked so hard to achieve is at least still visible.
Ifn you wcnt on somc birding lrips to far away lands, hope
you saw the species you sought. While you wcrc enjoying
yotrl summcr, I'm not certain much of anything worthwhile
has taken place in the environmenta.l protection area.

CLEAN WATER
Not much hope 6ere. Opponcns havc organized thcmselvcs
so rhat it is quite likely trere witl be NO Clean warcr Act out
of the Congress this year. News articles indicate Eemendous
prcssures are being exened rc WEAKEN thc existing law. So
far the pressues appear to be wrnning. You think that's bad?

Well, in some ways it's good. For lf there's NO new clean
water act, we at least won't lose any morc ground in protecting
of our natron's remaining wetlands.

Overheard, a migratory duck to 'notrer duck, "l gucss we'll
sdll be ablc to hnd a placc to'light in Califomia for another
year.ri

CALIFORMA DESERT PROTECTION ACT
Amazing bit of performance. Do you remember, long ago,
Senator Alan Cranston rntroduced legrslation to make much of
the Mojave Deserl. a nationa.l park? This year, Senator Dianne
Feinscin got behind the bill and lt literatty "whizzed" through
the U. S. Senate. In tre Housc, Congressman Georgc Mrller
was in charge of the bill. In the end, the California Desert
Prol.ection Act passed, but not before we were treated !o thc
specucle of a handful of legislators whose objecdve appeared
10 bc to "kill" thc bill. These legislators presented amendment

afer amendmenl" trying o impose conditions on the use of the
(supposedly to be) protected desert, taking hours and even days

of Ume. Unfortunately, somc of the "strange" amendments
passed. What the full effects of these amendments may be is
no! yet known. Despite rt all, these fragile desert arffis will
now reccive at least somc protcction.

Thc massivc opposidon was far out of proponion when some
consideration is given to thc benefis tiat will result from the
ncw park area. As onc individual put it, "This Congress ts

probably the worst, environmcntally, that we've seen in this
ccntury." If'1" were a member of Congress, I'd much rathcr
bc remembered as a Teddy Roosevelt (who really cstablished
our U. S. Park system) than a James Watt (who tried !o do it.

alt in).

Scptcmbcr 1994

DELTA ET{VIRONMENT SCIENCE CENTER
Onc arca whcre planning work has continued and where rcsults

are beginning to show up involves thc Dclta Environment
Sciencc Ccn@r. Therc is broad agrecmcnt on thc scope of the

Ccnter and fic cducational componcnt is fully supportcd by thc
arlministrations and staffs of [-os Medanos Collegc and Cal
Statc Hayward as wcll as high schools in thc area. Uscful
planning meetings have produced a number of kcy individuals
who have specihc expenisc and intcrcsB in weUands and wet-
land habiuL There is cven talk about a "Yachf that may bc
used in activides involving the Science Centcr. Thc ship is !o
be uscd for cducadonal purposcs, i.c., to bring studenls !o rivcr
and cs[urian areas not usua.lly available for surdy.

WHY THE ANTI-EIWIRONMENT ATMOSPHERE?
(COMMEI\rr)

Suddenly, or seemrngly so, an aunosphere of almost hostility
to envrronmental causes, needs, and cffors secms to havc
"rnfccrcd" the decision-makers at just about all levels of thc
govemment. Those of us who aucmpt to "do batde' about the

environmental issues are well used to tinding decision-makers
that arc openly opposcd o any and a.ll envtonmental issues.

We've also found individuals (Congressman Don Edwards, for
one) who wou.ld sond up to the anti-cnvimnmental pcoplc and
groups. Don has announced he will be redring at the cnd of
this tcrm of office. what a loss! His determined effors have

had major, positive lmpacts on the creadon and completion of
the well-known, important "Refuge" al. the boltom of llle Bay.

To answer my own question, at least to some exrenL Ois yeru

Ule opponcns of much of the cnvrronmenEl cffort are bcuer
financed, better organized, and more vocal. They havc also
adopted as their own idea mass mailings to decision-maken,
usrng automarcd phone calls and canned tclcgams.

With much of the environmental "stuf[," adverse action may

not be a simple t}ing with no consequences. Ii legisladon is
passed allowing daslrucl.ion of one fine, functioning wctland, it
may take many years, if ever, for tie rcquired replaccmcnt
manufacturcd wetland to become effecdve. In he meanLime,

the bcneficiat uses of the desroyed wedand are lost at once.
Migratory birds that make use of such arcas cannot put off
tJlcir annual migradons until a "created' wetland becomes

available. The watcr-cleinsing action of the wctland is also
lost immediatedly. whether thc created wetland will EVER
bring back such natural actions is relatively unknown. I hopc

hat in coming wecks ALL of you will give more attention to
whafs taking place, cn v iron men tal ly.

Original
skerches

by Carol Lutz
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT, FY 93.94

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD:

Operating Account:
Conservation & Educadon Fund:

INCOME:
National Audubon Sociery dues share
Subscriptions to the Qwil
Sales, Birding Northern California (fo C-onservation & Education Fund)
Oher sales
Donations to MDAS
Fundraising
Bird-a-Thon donations
Wild Birds reserve
Advertising
Interest earned (net of bank charges)

TOTALINCOME:

INCOME + BALANCE FORWARD:
Operating Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

DISBURSEMENTS:
Production and distribution of the Quail
Rent, general meeting
Administration
Audubon lobbyist
Consewation
Membenhip
Program presentation
Education
Birding Information
Fund-raising expenses
Equipment
Christmas Bird Count
Sales expenses
Telephone (AUD-UBON)
Insurance
Bay Area Audubon Council

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS:

ALAN

Operating Account:
Conservation & Education Fund:

$2,584.00
13,626.00

CONTRIBUNONS:
Planning and Conservation lcague, Richardson Bay Audubon Center, Lindsay Museum,
Delta Environmental Science Center, Napa-Solano Breeding Bird Atlas, Advocates for
Bird Conservation

18,720.00

$16,944.00
17,985.00

$7,864.00
682.00

4,W7.00
13r.00
589.00

2,&7.OO
1,599.00

600.00
200.00
310.00

$7,0s4.00
798.00
140.00
650.00
275.00

16.00
900.00

5.00
22.O0

1,327.N
6s9.00
383.00
r65.00
464.00
514.00
50.00

$ 3,709.00
14J98.00

$3,000.00

sr6,422.@
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1994.95 FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE

IMpORTANT: This is a tentative schedule. Weather or availability of teaders may require changes. READ
iAe-OUiior cai ttre Audubon tape at 283-8266. Weekqaf qps ar'L often switched between Wednesday and

fnuni'ay to ute advantage of tides & other opportunities. Twoday weekend trips may be done either day alone.

The tripi marked with a star (*) are new trips.

Thank you ro everyone who helped put together this interesting schedule of trips for the coming year. Also thank
you to those who will be leaders.

Elizabeth Dckey, Field Trip Chaiman

4

Sept. 7
17
22
25
29

Nov. 3
5
9

t6
19

Oct. 1

12
22
27

Apr. I
6

t2
20
26
29

Dec. 3-4
8

14
t7
3l

Mar. 1

11
l6
25
30

May 6
10
13
18
24
27

June

July 8-9
19
29

1 Thur.
3 Sat.
7 Wed.

17-18 S-S

tlayward Regional Shoreline
Moss Landing - Elkhom Slough
Ironhouse Sanitary Plant
Point Diablo (Hawk Hill)
Bolinas l:goon

Outer Point Reyes
Bodega Bay
Abbott's Lagoon
San Mateo Coast

Mt. View Saniury
Limantour
Charleston Slough
Alameda South Shore
AIviso

Sacramento refuges
Altamont
Niles Canyon
CHRISTMAS COUNT
Palo Alto Baylands

Punh CYeek - Lake Solano
lake Merritt
Sunol Regional Park
Grizzly Island Wildlife Refuge

Bodega Bay
Thornton
Berkeley Shoreline
Honey Lake - Sage Grouse
Honey Lake - Sage Grouse

(alternate)

Hayward Regional Shoreline
Tomales Bay
San Mateo Coast
Black Diamond Mines Reg. Park
Briones wildflower walk

Carin Regional Park
Ironhouse Sanitary Plant
l,agunitas
Ida Clayton Road, Napa Co.
Del Puerto Canyon
BIRDATHON

Mines Road
Mt. Diablo State Park
Mitchell Canyon - Wildflowers
Napa River *
Caswell State Park
East Contra Costa County

Partrick Road, Napa Co. *
Outer Point Reyes
Annadel State Park
Yuba Pass - Sierra Valley

Lassen National Park
Berkeley botanical gardens *
San Mateo Coast

Bodega Bay
Coyote Hills Regional Park

Wed.
Sat.
Thur.
Sun.
Thur.

Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.

Thur.
Sat.
Wed.
Wed.
Sat.

Wed.
Sat.
Thur.
Sat.
Thur.

Sat.
Thur.
Wed.
Thur.
Wed.
Sat.

o

o
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Thur.
Wed.
Sat.

s-s
Thur.
Wed.
Sat.
Sat.

Ja n. 7
12
21
25

Sat.
Thur.
Sat.
Wed. S-S

Wed.
Sat.

Feb. 4 Sat.
9 Thur.
15 Wed.
18-19 S-S
25-26 S-S

Aug. 12
26

Sat
Sat a



!o membcrs and nonmcmbcni alikc. Carpoo

time is departure timc. Carpool cxpcnse: 5 cents per mi
per rider rs suggcsted; olls and cnu-y fces arc shared equally

by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, freld guide and lunch.

Trips go in light rain or drizde; if in doubt, call leadcr uP [o

nps :rre open

timchour before

o FIELD TRIPS

Difliculty of field trip:
Category 1: Easy, little or no walking, smooth paths

Category 2: Moderate, I milc or morc, possibly rough

Category 3: DifficulL extcnsive walking, rough lerrain

Wcdnesday, September 7, Ha,ryard Regional Shoreline.
Carpool 7:15 a.m. at El Cerro Blvd., west ofl-680. Please call
the tnp leader for information on the mecting Place and dme.

Water and shore birds.
Leadcr: Barbara Vaughn,376-8732 Catagory 2

o

Sarurday, SepEmber 17, Moss Landing - Salinas Rivcr.
Carpool 6:45 a.m. El Cerro Blvd., west of I-680. Meet 8:30
a.m. in Moss Landing ar fte big tumout opposite Dolan Rd.,

Jusr south of the PG&E plant on sR l. water, shore birds,
possibly vagrants. Call Elizabeth Dickey, 254-0486, for morc
information. Category 3

Thursday, September 22, Ironhousc Sanitary. CarPool
7:00 a.m. at southwcst comer of Sun Valley parking lot. Mect
at 7:45 a.m. in Oalley ncar railroad u"cks, opposite Thid
Sreel Ta.ke Hwy. 4 to Oakley. Meeting point is ftrec miles
into Oakley on Main Sfe€t. Possibilitics include shorcbirds,
Yellow-headed Blackbird, river ouer, and beaver.

Leader: Shirley Ellis,939-9091 Category 2

Sunday, Seprcmber 25, Point Diablo. Carpool 8:00 a.m.,
Acalanes Ave., off Pleasant HiU Rd., Just nonh of SR24.
Mc€t 9:15 a.m. in upper lagoon parking area. Take the San

Rafael Bridge and US l0l south to SECOND Sausalito exit.
At the stop sign, go left UP he hill. At the intersc€tion, go
right downhill. A[ lhe next stop sign, turn left and continue
on to parking lot at the upper tagoon. If cleff wcatllcr, carry
lunch to stay on Hawk Hrll until mid-afrcmoon for migrating
hawks and possrbly swifs.
Leadcr: Jim Lomax, 825-1513 Category 2

Scptcmbcr 1994

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

LAS TRAMPAS REGIONAL PARK, Junc 3.

Only thrcc made this annual visit m onc of le most reliable

placcs o scc Grasshoppcr Spafiows. we wcrc not disappointed.

We saw two and heard four or fivc. As ftc moming sun got

highcr, it seemcd the birds bccamc fcw6. 38 birds werc totalcd.
Dcnise Wight

OLITER POINT REYES, June 5.

Scvcnteen mcmbers and Suests spent a lovely day at Pr Reycs

from Drake's Beach to lhc Lighthousc witi stops at thc dairy

ranchcs and thc Fish Docks. The only fog was at the Light-
house. UnfonunaBly, tlrc birds did not match the wcarher wifi
49 spccies seen. Wc did s€e two adult and two downy young

Grcat Horned Owls at Dral(e's Monumcnt and one morc adult

and lwo young at the Fish Dock tre€s. Other highlighs wcre

Pacific Loons, Amcrican Black Oystercatchers, Common

Murres in the thousands at he Lighthouse, Pigeon Guillemos,
many male Attcn's Hummingbirds, many singing Swainson's

Thrushes, and a brceding-plumaged malc Palm Warbler (witlt

rusty hcad) at thc Fish DGk trees.
Iv1aury Stem

ANNADEL STATE PARK, Junc 9.
On a warm but no! uncomfortable moming six membcrs

searchcd for the Erget birds of the park, the Ycllow-hcasted
Chat and Pileated Wmdpecker. Sadly, thc chat se€ms !o have

lcfq but wc got four scparaLe vicws of thc big woodpcckcr, a.ll

in and around the parking lot 34 spccics wcrc scen or heard.
Barbala Yaughn

YUBA PASS, June 18-19.
The Year of the Evening Grosbcaks. The thifly-onc enthusiatic
birders enjoyed a beautiful weekend and great birding. Wc found
many of the area's sp€cialdes, including Common Poorwill,
Black-backed and White-headed Woodpcckers, Williamson's
Sapsucker, sevcral fl ycaeher spccics, Grecn-lailed Towhec,
Brewer's and Vespcr Sparrows, and Yellow-hcaded Blackbirds.
what made tlis weckcnd special and unusual, however, werc

flocks of White Pclicans flying over the Pass Saurday, thc two
Pilcatcd Woodpeckcr chicks almost ready to comc out of their
nest, and the unusually large numbcrs of Evcning Grosbeaks.

104 species wcre seen by thc group, wrti 6 more heard only and

6 seen by individuals on their own.
Barb Burek urd Dan Van Zile

5

Thursday, September 29, Bolinas Lagoon and Sewer
Ponds. Carpool 7:15 a.m. at soutrwest corner of Sun Valley
parking lot. Meet 8:45 a.m. in front of Audubon Canyon
Ranch. Go west trough Vallejo and condnuc wcst on SR 37

rc Atherton Btvd. On crossing l0l, Aherton becomcs San

Marin Drivc. At .lunction with Novato Blvd, tum right and

continue to end at Pt. Reyes - Pealuma Rd. Tum left and go

to SR l; left again on SR I to Audubon Canyon Ranch.

Leader: Denise Wight,37D-7342 Category 2

a
/,



OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Pleasc send obscrvations to Stcvc Glover,
3986 Soneridge, #2, Pleasanlon, CA 94565, or call UG7382.
Please include your tclcphonc number with your obscrr"ations.

Westcm Grebe: I on 6t8 and 6/11 ar Shell Marstt. (SG)

American Bittem: I still-downy juvenile on 6/l I ne€r $e cnd

of Bethel Island Rd. (SG)

Brant: I on 7/11 and 724 in Baumberg Salt Ponds, just south

of San Mateo Bridge. (BR)
Canada Goosc: approximatcly 400 on 8/l and 82 in a fietd
near l-580 atEl Chano Rd. (SG)
Wood Duck: Fir on 8/10 at Marsh Creek Reservoir. (SG)

Northern Pintail: I fcmale with 2 young on 6/11 at Shell
Marsh. (SG)
Blue-winged Teal: I male oll,7115 at Hayward Regional
Shoreline. (SG, BR)
American Wigeon: 1 female on 7/6 at Shell Marsh. (SG)

Very rarc in summer.
Northem Goshawk: I on 619 at Mcdora [ake, Yuba Pass.

(GF, MP)
PereErine Falcon: I on 7/5 at Hayward RS. (FB, MJC)
Prairie Falcon: I on 780 at Hayward RS (BR), carly for here;

t on 82 near I-580 at EI Charro Rd. (SG).

Snow), Plover: 23 on 7 126 at Hayward RS. (BR)

Wandering Tattler: 2 on 8/l I at PL Molate, Richmond. (SG)

Sootted Sandpioer: flck of 8 on 8/l I at Pt. MolaE. (SG)

Black Tumstone: I on 6/19 at Hayward RS. (BR) This is an

unusual dae, may havc retuned early witiout cvcr breeding.

Semipalmared Sandpiper: I adult on 7/31 al Hayward RS.
(BR)

Wilson's Phalarooe: I on 7/15 at llaylard RS. (BR, SG)

Rcd Phalarope: I on 6/20 at Baumberg Salt Ponds. (BR)

Hernne Gull: I adult on 7/Jl at Haywad RS. (BR) Early.
Arctrc Tem: last scen on 814 atter 63 days at Hayward RS.
(BR)

Black Skimmec fint ncsting recorded nortl of Orange County
at Hayward RS, with the following observaLions: 2 aduls first
seen 6/3, I chick on 6R0, 2 chicks on 7n,3 chicks c,r.714,4
chicks on 7u, 3 adulB and 3 chicks on 7123,2 chicks on 7 Rl,
one of the chicks fledged on 82 and was not se€n again, 2
aduls and t chick fmm 8/7 ro 8^2. (BR)
hgmn Guillemou I on 8/11 at PL Isabet, Richmond. (SG)

Probably the third county record.
Nonhem Pygmy-Owl: I on7n9 aa 1.4 Wclch Creek Rd. near

Sunol Regional Park (BR, SG)l I on 8/5 near MacGuire
Pcaks, Sunol RP (BR); 2 aduls and I juvenile on 8fl near

mrle 14 along Mincs Rd. (BR).
Creat Gray Owl: a pair with 2 juveniles on 6/14 at Yosemite.
(FB, MJC, BG, EL)
Black-chinned Humminqbird: I male on 7/15 along Coyote
Creck near Milpins. (SG)

Costa's Hummingbird: 1 immature male on 7/8 (DW) and

a$ain oi 7n5 GB, MJC) at the U. C. Botanical Gardens.

Septcmbcr 1994

Winter Wrcn: 2 bcgging juvcniles on 7rt in Contra Costa Co.

pan of Redwood Rcgional Park; 2 aduls feeding 2 juveriles on
7/8 in Alameda Co. part of Redwood RP, f[st Alamcda County
nesting record. (SG)
Wilson's Warbler: I on 625 at thc Firc Inlerprctivc Trail, ML
Diablo Sate Park. (KlI) This is a very carly datc: did it brccd

nearby?

Scarlet Tanagcr: I adult malc on 7/15 (BR, SG, KH, JR, GD
and 7/19 (EL, FB, MJC) along Coyoo Creck near Milpilas.
Also on RBA.
Iark Bunting: I fcma.le on 6119 alory Rtc. A-23 in Plumas

Co. (SG, RL)
Hooded Oriole: I pair on 725 at lhe U. C. Bolanical Gardens.

(FB, MJC)

Observcrs: Florencc Benneu, Mary Janc Cutvcr, Georgc Finger,
Betty Gallagher, Stcvc Glovcr, Kcvin Hintsa, Eugenia l:rson,
Ron Lindeman, Marjoric Ptant, Bob Richmond, Jean Rich-
mond, and Dcnise Wight

After many years of dedicarcd servicc, Joe Morlan has sFpped
down from running ftc Northem California Rarc Bfud Alerl
Those of us who havc ovcr thc years cnjoyed the bcst Rarc Bird
Alen in the country owe Joc a huge thank-you for all his work.

Callers who dial (510) 52-5592 arc now conncctcd to Bird Box,
a voice-mail system that allows t}Iem to listen to messages on

sightings teft by previous callers. (fhe number of lmn species

seen rn Ca.lifornia is 5.)

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

School is approaching and it is time to think of the Audubon
Adventures program. Audubon Adventures is a bi-montlly
newspaper for each student, plus a teacher's guide, for third
through sixt} graders. The newspaper covcrs different arezs of
cnv[onmental education.

won't you think about sponsoring a class? Help our young
people appreciate their world. Thc fee is $30.00 pcr class.

Make checks payable !o National Audubon Society and mail to
Beverly Hawlcy, 1509 Skycrest Dr., #4, Walnut Creek, CA
94595.

SPONSOR: Name:
Address:
New Renewal

SCHOOL NAME:
Grade 

- 

No. Students
Teacher's name:
School Address:
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INTERNATIONAL CORNER
b! lill Hedgecock

BIRDS IN THE BALANCE
Partners rn Flight (PID is a coopcrativc initiative launched in
1990 involving public and non-govcrnrncntal agencics
tfuoughout North and [atin America. Bkds in the Balance
(BIB) is Audubon's program associated with PIF. Its puposc
is to addrcss neotropical migralory songbirds. Many of you

may be surpriscd that you have alrcady conEibutcd to thc BIB
program (e. 9., christmas counts, putting up ncstboxes, ctc.).
At the Sepl.cmber mecting, I will discuss other ways you can
paniciparc in fte Birds in the Balance program.

DESERT HABITAT CLOSER TO BEING PROTECTED
The Desert Protection Act (298-128), supported by Sen.
Dranne Felnsteln, will expand Death Valley and Joshua Trce
National Monuments and designate nauonal park status for
thcse areas. The Act has passed the House of Represcntadves!
Both Califomia "Inyo" Towhee and Bell's Vireo are found rn
tlis unique habital Unfo(una@ly, undcr amendmenls passed

by the Housc, the Mojave "National Park" was downgraded !o
a hundng preserve and tle Lanfair deletion remains. A Housc-
Scnate conference committee will begrn deliberations soon and

there may still be a chance to alter these changcs in the final
biu.

1994 NATIONAL CONVENTION

The 1994 Natronal Audubon Socrely Convenuon will consrst
of ftree componens: the'94 Biennial National Convendon,
the Mobilc Learning Lab, and the Poputation Confercnce -
"Thc Road from Carro." Pafi.icipants can au.end one, twor or
all three components. The Biennial Convention will mect
from November I I through 13 at thc Sheraton Harbor Plac!
Hotel and Harborsidc Convcntion Center, Edwards Drivc, Fon
Myers, Florida. Events wrll include workhops, birding field
trips, activist training sessions, and the Great Egret Annual
Dinner wrth 1994 Audubon Medal recipient, Jimmy Carter.
The Mobrle Learnrng Lab will mecl Novemb€r 15 o l8 at
Flamingo Lodge on Florida Bay, Everglades National Park.
Study and explore the unique Everglades system wrth limited
registration for group lours into fie heart of the Everglades.
The Population Confercnce will mect November 18 to 20 at
the Hyatt Rcgency Hotel, 4@ SE Second Avenuc, Miami, to
tollow-up the U.N. Internationa.l Confcrence on Population and
Developmen[. Evens will includc rcporB from Carro and a

discussion of U.S. national policies by Tim Winh and Al
Gore. Regrslradons will be limircd. For furlher reglstration
rnformation, please write the Audubon Convention Officc,
4150 Darlcy Avenue, Suirc 5, Boulder, CO 80303, call (303)
499-3622, or tax (303) 499-0286.

CLASSES AND EXCURSIONS

FALL BIRDING CLASSES
Norah Bain will offer "Introducdon !o BirdinS" for absolutely
beginning birdcrs mecting in the Orinda Community Center on
Tuesday, Ocbber 18, and at a local oudmr arca on Tucsday,
October 25, from 9:00 a.m. to l2:m p.m. Thc cos for Orinda
rcsidcnt is $22, for all others $24. "Bay Arca Bird Walks," for
both beginning and intermcdiatc birdcrs, will mc€t Tucsdays,
Novcmbcr l, 8, 15, and 22, fmm 9:0O a.m. !o l:m p.m. Th€

cost for Orinda rcsidents is $44, for all others $46. For more

class information, call Norah at (5lO) 2544516. Registcr by
mail only after August 15 at the Orinda Community Ccnter, 26
Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563.

FALL FIELD ORNITHOLOCY CLASSES
Evening bird classcs taught by Joc Morlan will slan Scptember
7, 8, and 13. All classcs mect from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in
Room 222, Marina Middle School, 3500 Fillmorc al Bay Stre€t
in San Francisco. Tuesday classcs are an introduction !o bLds
and birding. Wednesday classes are a condnuing indepth study
of the identification and status of Nonh Amcrican warer birds.
Thursday classcs study land birds. Fees arc $70 for each scvcn
week coursc. Prp-regisu-ation is recommended. For information,
call San Francisco City Collegc Continuing Education Office at
(4t5) 2674545 or (415) 561-1840.

BAY SHORE STUDIES
Volunteers are needed !o tead ficld trips for childrcn to the edgc
of the Bay. To becomc a voluntcer, sign up for thc s€ries of 14

intcrcsting Bay Shorc Studics classes in marinc biology at
Richardson Bay Audubon Ccnter. The hrst scssion is Friday,
Septembcr 16, from 9:00 to noon. Call Meryl Sundovc at
(415) 388-2524 for more information.

URBAN GROWT1I WORKSHOP
Greenbelt Alliance, the Association of Bay Area Govemmens,
Siena Club, PCL, and others are co-sponsoring 'Green Edgcs
for Healhy Cities," a one-day conferencc on urban growth
boundarics. Thc confcrencc wi takc placc from 9:30 a.m. o
5:00 p.m. on Saturday, Ocober I, at Oakland's kney Collcgc.
The key features include local case st[dies and working goups
on how to make urban growth boundaries work for your own
community. For information, contact Grc€nbelt Alliance at
(415) 543429r or (21()8) 983-0539.

DOCENTS NEEDED
Oakland Museum's fall docent u"aining program for lour guides
in the Hall of California Ecology vill begin Scptembcr 13.
Training will be offered Tuesdays from l:@ p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The classes wrll include lcctures, films, ficld trips, gallery
walks with museum crlr:ltors, and special training in gallery
(our Lechniques. No previous science cxpericncr is neccssary.
For information, call the Docent Ccnter at (510) 238-3514 or
write Thc Doccnt Council, The Oakland Muscum, 1000 Oal
SEeet, Oakland, CA 94607.
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NEW MEMBERS

We are pleaed to welcomc hesc ncw MDAS members and hopc

to me€t them at our acdvitics: Harriet Abraham, Dalc Adams,
Danny Aho, Drana Alrec, Duanc Anderson, Elizabcth Anetlo,
Paul Archison, Harry Aunes, John and Jan Barrclla, R. Beatty,
Mrs. F. Bonthron, Samuel T. Boon, K. Bomhollz, Waltcr
Bromma, Helcn Bums, Paris Butisbauch, Juanila Campbcll,
.Carlo Cauarin, M. A. Champion, wiuiam Chilson, Gary
Coafirey, Katherine Cook, Barbara Cressy, Jack Cuucr, D. and

D. Daigan, Mary Diehl, Consunce Diemisse, Marine Edwards,

Karen Enstrom, Jarnes Erickson, Sheila Fahy, Penny Finklea,
Sumie Freeman, Delmar Fuhrman, R. L. Fulton, Sherrie Fultz,
Cadner, Mr. and Mrs. Charle,s Guzze, Chrisdnc Hagclin, Hclen
Hendricks, Helen Hubbard, Barbsra Hurlbutt, Miriam Hvidt,
MitcheU Jcricoff, Roben Katr, Sylvia Kcaly, Edna Kcppy,
Melanie Kett, Anil Kochhar, Mrs. Hedwige Komarowski,
Robena Krueger, Jane La Faille, Henry Larcz, Jaret Larson,
Mohammad t atif, Nancy [.ennon, Judy Lucas, Martin Lycan,
Barbara Maher, W. Marcos, Diane Martin, Betty Mason,
Sephanic Mccloskey, James Mcceehon, Norman McPhee,
Sherry Metz, Vicoria Micu. Stephanie Moon, Brett Mmre,

Sepembcr 1994

tJc Munro, Goldic Nellis, Paul Olson, Mr. and Mrs. Silvan
PeLerhans, Jcannie Petcrson, veronica Pisani, Lisa [zcl,
Sandy Recd, Ellcn Rcindcs, Robcrt W. Rohdc, Dianc Rylcs,
Adventur Salvo, Bob Schafer, William Schafcr, Bob Scuiuo,
Carter Seltle, Muri Shank, Stevc Sherk, Mel Smith, kwrence
Solomon, Tommy Tam, Dcbbic Tcllier, MIs. J. Thomas,
Dennis Uthc, l,orrainc Vollert, Mr. and Mrs. Vrmeer, John and

Bctty Waleman, Carole Walker, Mrs. Robert Wall, Kim
Walsh, C. Wheaq Yncz Whilton, and Eddic Yatcs.

MISSING QUAIL

In Volume 1, Number 4, (February, 1955) of The Quail,a
ncw leuerhead designed and dmwn by Harry C. Adamson was

introduced to MDAS. In the acknowledSmcnt and thank you
for his work, that editor wrcte, "His design and drawing of our
very likelike Quail will give pleasure to evcry membs wi[r
each new issue for ycars to come." Indecd it has. We are now
trying o tocate the original ar(work of thc MDAS Quail
which has been lost in the intcrvening years. Any member
with information is asked to call Barbara Burck at 229-0394.

8
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The Quail is published monthly except for thc combined JulylAugusl issue. Audubon membership includes subsciptions to the

Quall and Audubon nagqzne. To pin ($35lyear indiiduol, $j8 fanily: introductory and seniot rutes availdble), wr e a check ao

Nqtional Audubon Society but send it, with leuer or subscription card, to the Menbership Chainrun, Mik Williatns, d I|n brch
Avenue, Moraga, CA 94556. The Chapter bencfis financially from ttumbership applications it processes. Full Audubon membership

is encouraged, but subscription to the Quail is available separate from membership al $l1lyear. The check should be fiade oul to
MDAS and mtiled ro the MDAS Treasurer, Pam Ketser,505 Wild Flowcr Place, Danville, CA 94526. First class rnailing of rhe

Quail to member or nonmember is an additional $3.5)lyeor Payable to MDAS & sent to lhe Treosurer.

ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Consuh Mike Williams, (510) 376-1631.

Bqrbara Burek, Editor, 157 Mt. Kenncdy Dr., Martiaez, CA 94553 (510) 229-0394

Erchonge bulletins for MDAS to Mt. Dablo Audlbon Socrcty, P. O. Box 53,Walnut Creck, CA 94597-0053, please.

o
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October Program:

The Birds of the Northern Mid-West

o Our October 6 General Meeting program will be
presented by our MDAS President Jim l,omax on the
birds of the Northern Mid-West. Jim and his new
wife Sheree traveled last May from southern Illinois
to northern Minnesota photographing many of that
area's indiginous birds. He will show us slides of
such specialties among others as Golden-winged,
Cerulean, Kentucky, Worm-eating, Connecticut,
Blackburnian, and Kirtland's warblers, Henslow's,
White-throated, Crasshopper, Swamp, and Clay-
colored sparrows, Saw-whet Owl, Chimney Swift,
Eastem Phoebe, Orchard Oriole, Veery, and Yellow-
throated, Red-eyed, and Warbling vireos. Jim will
also show you where he found each bird. Join us
for another fascinating bird tour given by our favorite
photographer and guide!

Have you ever wondered who the Anna of Anna's
Hummingbird fame was? Or maybe puzzled over
what the Flammulated in Flammulated Owl means?
Or asked who is the ever-recurring Swainson of
hawk, thrush, and warbler fame? Denise Wight will
fill us in on these and other avian name tidbits for
October bird information.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, October
13, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Barbara Burek, 157
Mt. Kennedy Dr., Maninez, 229-0394. The board
meetings are open to all interested members.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the f,rrst Thursday of every monrh from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hil[ Senior Center,233 Cregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

Weekend Birding Breaks. Our shon, local field
trips continue on Sunday, October 30, with a visit to
the Martinez Regional Shoreline. Members new to
our area and beginning birders are encouraged to join
us for these weekend get-aways. The trip leader for
our October Birding Break will be Barbara Vaughn,
376-8732. Meet at the parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Take
the Marina Vista exit from I-680 west to downtown
Martinez. Go north on Ferry Street past the Amtrack
station, cross the Eacks, and bear right on N. Coun
Street into the park and rhe parking lot.

o
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CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

DELTA ENVIRONMENT SCIENCE CENTER
Progress! Arangcmenls were rnade for Bob Bames, Audubon's

dynamic duo (even when he's alone) to visit he wetlands
around Ironhousc Saniary District- The purpose: to review
thc cntire arca. Bob brought with him two "expers" and they

mct with some of re Sanitary DisuicCs top staff. Afler
tramprng about the entire area, the gmup agreed on developing
an a[racuve, tree-lined roadway which would lead to the actual

DESC Centcr. As Bob reported to thc largc crowd at the
MDAS September 1 general meetrng, "There is a grcat deal of
cnthusiasm and interest in creating truly auractivc, environ-
menElly sound approaches hat will enhanc€ the area AND thc

sciencc center."

Monthly planning meetings bring togetrcr educators such as

Stan Chin, President, Los Medanos Community College, and

Mark Nickerson, Director, Cal State Haywad (Contm Costa

campus), wrtr mcmbers of thc Board of Duectors of the Easl
Bay Regional Park District and educaLors flom local area

schools. Tom Torlakson, the eastem Conra Cosu County
Supcrvisor, chairs the meetings. Agreement was rcached on
the terms o[ a Memorandum of Underslanding (MOL, thal will
be put out for blds to do an in-depth study of all facets of the

Science Center.

lronhouse SanrLary Distncfs Board of DLectors has complcled
the Environmental Impact Repon t}tat wiU be required so the

center can go forward. At thc first pubhc commenl. meeung
Seprcmber 6, here were NO adverse commen$ (other than a
misspelled word, called to the atrention of the Board by a local
farrncr). In fact, every rndividual who appeared and spoke on

the matter prarsed t}c Drstrict for is far-sighted approaches and

for t}e quality of t}e EIR. Among those who appeared was L.
Johnson, Assislant to Congressman George Mrller.

BIODMRSITY: THE FUTURE AND NOW
Every expcrt I know of argues that a MAJOR problem facing
the world today is the loss of species. The spccies are bcing
exterminarcd NOT by nature and by natural causes but because

of activides of humans. Stephen Meyer recen y commented
on the Endangercd Species Act (which also rs irelf a VERY
endangercd law), "The Endangered Species Act - fie poor,
beleaguered Endangered Species Act - is facing congressional
reauthorization later this year, and rs fulure does not
look particutarly brighl" You've no doubt at lcast heard of the
Asran farmer who achieved some degrec of notoriety whcn a

prominenl. AM talk show hos! took on the ESA because said

farmer plowed an area whrch was a habitat for thc Kangaroo
Rat. No[ witlstrnding the farmer had been wamed about the

endangered criter and not withstanding fte entire issue would
have been avoided had the farmer mken a few steps to mitigate
fie loss of habrl.al
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So What's Your Stakc in thc ESA?

Most knowlcdgablc cnvironmcntal pcoplc agrcc that thc web
of naturc is such that each sp€cies dcpcnds o a grcat degrcc on

othcr species. Thus, if wc extirpalc thc Kangaroo RaL thc

loss to most humans is nothrng o fret about Howcver, loss

of tle little-ol'-rat could be devastating to hawks, caglcs, and

predators of one kind or hothcr, for thcre goes not only hcir
breakfast, but lunch, dinner, and possibly ALL meals. Wc
ALL know what happens if wc don't cat for a while. First wc
get hungry, then desperatc, and, if the situation lass long
enough, we shed the monal coil and hcad for grecner pasturcs.

So it goes witlr all animals, plans, bugs, and be€s.

what we need in the world rs morc reasoned approaches and
more houghtful consideradon as to "wherc wc are hcaded" and

what we will be leaving for future generations. You can do

something. I urge you o let your Senalors (stalc and federal),

state asscmbly rcpresentativc, and congressiona.l represcntative

KNOIV that he Endangered Sperics Act is IMPORTANT. It
should NOT be watered down. There arc somc processes thal
might be dcvelopcd to ensure that cnvironmcntal issucs arc
consrdered 'early on." If considered before other elemcns of a
devclopment project are all in place, fic issues will bc known
and can be dealt with in a reasonable manner. YES!!!l! Thc
Endangered Species Act is not only imponanr, it is viul to a
suslainable futule.

WHATS HAPPENED TO THE SUPPORT FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS?

Clearly, the suppon among many currcnt decision-make$ for
cnvironmenal reason ls wanlng or has vinually disappearcd.
This is a time when $re environmenEl protection nc€ds are
very high. Wetlands. Everyone agrees wetlands havc becn

used for other purposcs. Bay Area wellands now represent

about l07o of what used !o be hcrc. The San Joaqurn Vallcy
we ands are down lo about 57o and yet pressurcs to usc more

and more of these environmentally imponant areas appear to
bc on the increase. GHE GOOD NEWS lS therc are 'some'
in the busincss community who DO recognize wetland values

and THEY are doing sometling - they arc helping to create

and/or mainlain wetlands.) Ancient forcss. Despitc months

of public discussion, decision-makers are srill going o permit
morc logging wrth all of the resulting adversc cnvironmenEl
impacB. Clean Water. Despite very substantial evidence tlnt
our drinking warcr may bc rn somc troublc from inEoducl.ion

of various toxics, polluEnts, etc., forces throughout the U. S.

are prcssuring decislon-makers to water down the Clean Water
Acr (no pun intended). These are just a few of the issues

which have to be ad&essed. I conclude by commenting: our
world is no longer simple. Solutions to problems arc no
longer easy to frnd. Many issues arc NOT just black and
white and unless reasonable peoplc find reasonablc ways to
solve problems, our world (and we) will condnuc lo bc in
rouble. It is likely that environmental issues will continuc to
plaguc us. Thc ways in which we mcet such challengcs will
delermine our environmcnEl futurc as well as what kind of a
world we are going to leave for futurc generatiors.
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ps arc open to mcmbers and nonmembers alike. carpoo
time is departue timc. Carpool expensc: 10 cens per mile
per rider is suggested; tolls and entry fees arc shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binaulars, field guide and lunch.
Tnps go rn light rain or drizzlc: if in doubt, call teadcr up to

time2 hour beforc d

FIELD TRIPS

Diflicultv of field rip:
Category l: Easy, liu.le or no walking, smooth paths

Caagory 2: Modcrate, I milc or morc, pnssibly rough
Category 3: Difficult, extensive walking, rough terrain

Saturday, October 1, Outer Point Reyes. Carpool 6:30
a.m., Acalanes Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just north of SR

24. Mcnt at Drake's Beach at 8:30 a.m. Cross San Ralael
Bridge. From US 101, ta-ke San Ralacl exit, go 2 blocks, turn
left onto 3rd Sr. In San Anselmo, tum right onto Sir Francis
Drake Blvd. At SR 1, um right 0.25 mile, thcn left onlo Bear
Valley Rd. for about 3 miles, fren onlo Sir Francis Drakc
again. Conunuc 14 miles to Drale's Beach Rd. on left. Coast
birds, mlgmnts, possible easl.ern vagrants. For inlormauon,
call Ehzabcth Drckey, 254-0486.

Category 2

Wednesday, October 12, Bodega Bay. Carpool 7:30 a.m.,
southwest comer of Sun VaJley parkrng lol Meet 9:30 a.m.
al, thc Tides ReshuranL Go nortr on US 101. Take the
washington St. exi[ in Peuluma, go west on Bodega Hwy. o
SR l, tum righl to Bodega Bay. The Tides is on left, opposite
a Unron station. Shorebirds, rails, waterbirds, migranls.
Leader: Shirley Ellis,939-9091 Category t

Saturday, OcLober 22, Abbott's Lagoon. Carpool 7:00
a.m., Acalanes Ave., off Pleasant Hill Rd., just nonh of SR
24. Meet 8:30 a.m. at Bear Valley Visito/s CenEr, Poinl
Reyes. See dflving directions for Outcr Pornl Reyes. Turn
left off Bear Valley rnto the Visitor's Center. Waterfowl,
shorebirds, and possibly hawks or eagles. Carry lunch, liquids.
Leadcr: Maury Stem,284-5980 Category 3

Thursday, October 27, San Matco Coast. Carpool 7:15
a.m. at El Ceno Blvd., west of I-680. Meet a[ 9:00 a.m. ln
parkrng lot off SR I opfnsile Pescadero Road. Cross the San
Matm Bridge, condnue wes[ on SR 92 to Half Moon Bay, go
left on SR I for 15 miles (o Pescadero Rd., tum right into rhe
parking lo[. Ocean and shorebirds, possible mrgranB.
Leader: Denise W iEhL,310-1342 Category 2

Saturday, October 29, Pelagic Trip to Cordell Banksr
sponsored by Napa-Solano Audubon. Trip will Icave Bodega
Harbor at 7:@ a.m., retum -4:00 p.m. Cost per person is
S40; make check [o Napa-Solano Audubon Society and send
with a stamped, self-ad&essed envelope (o Robin Leong,336
Benson Ave., Vallejo, CA 94590. traders Roger Marlowc and
Keith Hanson. The boat is the new Sea Angler.
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS

SAN MATEO COAST, July 30.
Thrcc MDAS membcrs joined hc lcadcr on a cool and drizzly
moming. No rarities were sighrcd but many shorcbirds still
displaycd good breeding plumagc. 48 species wcrc seen.

Balbara Vaughn

BODEGA BAY, August 20.
Ten birdcn cnjoycd a clear, sunny day at beautiful Bodega Bay,
with thc sighdng of 67 spccics. Onc of thc most intercsting
momcnts wils the opponunity to warch a Northcrn Phalarope
feeding alonc in a pond wi$ abundant insecs. Thc bird was
having a great timc in a solo feeding frenzy. Only two specics
of ducks wcrc scen, a very few Nonhem Pintails and cven fcwer
Mallards. Two jet skiers made a subsEntial contdbution !o
noise pollution at this usually peaceful laadon.

Shirlcy Ellis

COYOTE HrI r S REGIONAL PARK, August 27.
Weat}rer was warm and calm, wih a faint hint of fall. Migrat-
ing shorebirds and 50 White Pclicans ovcrhead made a greal day
lor three people at San Francisco Bay Rcfuge and Coyoe Hills.
The highlighs included 8 Lcsser Yellowlegs and a Pecloral
Sandpipcr. Lunch was cnlivened by watching a Crcat Homed
Owl in a nearby cucalyptus ree. A total of 54 species secn or
head

Elizabeth Dickcy

SAVE THE IRON HORSE
REGIONAL TRAIL!

by Linda Denari

STAND-UP! (Save the Trail AND UniE for Be[er Planning!)
urges all members of Mt. Diablo Audubon Society !o support
the opposition to the county's plan l,o deyelop a 4-6 lane road
along the Souhem Pacific (SP) right of way from the Pl€sant
Hill BART Station to Monumcnt Boulcvard in Concord. This
I 12 mile scction of pavement would destroy the continuity of
the Iron Horsc Regional Trail which srctches along the SP
nght of way from San Ramon to Suisun Bay. Thc SP right of
way olfers a rare opponunity to preservc open spac! in an estab
Lshed area - an area U|at is in dcspemte need of open spac! and
geenbclt developmenL As such, this parcel of opcn spacc is a
pricelcss asset and musl be preserved. Suppon effofls to stop
the Sourhem Pacific Arterial - write leters in opposition to:

Clerk ofContra Cosra County Board of Supervison
651 Pine Sreer

Martinez, CA 94553
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Pleasc send obscrvations to Srcve Glovcr,
3986 Stoneridge, #2, Pleasanbn, CA 94565, or call U6-7382.
Please include vour telephonc numbcr wifi vour observauons.

Ashy Storm-Petrct: I on 9/5 and 916 at Hayward Regional
Shoreline. (BR)
Pelagic Cormorant: 4 on 8n1 at Point Pinole Regional
Shorcline (SG); 19 on 9/4 around Richmond (BR, SG).

Cattle Egret: 200+ on 8/10 along Rd. 27 ncar Davis. (GF,
MP)
Wood Duck: a pair on 8/10 and 2-3 females on 820 at Marsh
Creek Reservoir. (SG)
Ring-neckcd Duck: 2 males on 8[29 at Marsh Creek Res.
(SG)

Surf Scoter: I albino duck on 8116,8l2l,nd9la near Brooks
lsland, Richmond. (SG)
Common Merganser: 6 immature females on 824 (SG, KH,
JL) and 826 (BR) at Chfton Court Forebay.
Osorey: I on 8/19 along N. Gate Road, Mt. Diablo State
Park. (KH)
Swainson's Hawk: I on 823 and 8 on 825 near Hwy. 580
and Collier Canyon Rd., Livermore, and 16 on 8129 along
Mounan House Rd. near Byron. (SG)
Peregrine Falcon: I on 8/12 and 8/15 at Shell Marsh. (SG)

Pacific Golden-Plover: I adult on 820 and I juvenile on 821
at Hayward RS. (BR)
Black Oystercatcher: I on 8pl at the old Albany dump (SG);
2on9/4 oa the breakwatcr at Bnckyard Cove, Richmond (BR,
sG).
Lesscr Yellowlegs: 9 on 8/15 at Shcll Marsh. (SG)

Solitar), Sandpioer: I on 8/16 at Pt. Isabel RS (SG), third
county record; I on 823 at the Rush Creek Marshes, Novato
(GF, MP).
Wandcring Tattlcr: 2 on 8/l I ar h. Mola@, Richmond, and 4
on 821 at the old Albany dump. (SG)
Soottcd Sandpioer: group of 8 on 8/l I at h. Molate and a

group of 9 on 8/21 at R. Pinole RS. (SG)

Semioalmated Sandoioer: I juvenrlc on 820 and on 8/30 at
Hayward RS. (BR)

(GF, MP, FB, MJC, HH)
Red-necked Phalarope: 4 on 8112 and 8/15 at Shell Marsh.
(sc)
Red Phalarope: 2 on 8123 at Abbou's Lagoon. (FB, MJC,
HH, CF, MP)
Common Tem: I on 826 at Ctifton Coun Forcbay. (BR)
Least Tem: 1 on 8126 at Clilon Coun Forebay. (BR)
Black Tern: '1 on 8126 (BR), 7 on 8/31 (KH), and 8 on 9/l
(GD, all at Clifbn Coun Forebay. Third county record.

county rccord.
Marblcd Munclcl
munl.y rccord.

October 1994
Ancienl Murrelet: 1 on 8124 at Cliftor Court Forcbay. (SG,

KH,JL) Serord county rccord.
Belted Kingfisher: I on 825 in Pinc Canyon, MDSP. (KlI)
Willow Flycatcher: I on 821 at h. Pinole R. S. (SG); I on
820 along Orwood Rd. near Knrghtscn (SG); I with no tail on
824 at Clifton Coun Forcbay (SG); -22 on 8/29 (SG) and 13

on 8R0 (GF, MP) at Piper Slough:4 on 8R0 in Pinc Canyon
(KTD.

Purple Manin: 1l on 823 at Pt. Reycs Headquanen. (JR)

Hermit Warbler I on 8/19 near campground junction, MDSP.
(K}D
Black-and-white Warbler: I on 9/6 at Sunol Regional Park.
(sG)
American Redsun: I adult male on 8/16 at Drake's Beach, PL

Reyes. (MJC, FB, BG, EL)
MacGillrvray's Warbler: 3 on 829 at Piper Slough. (SG)

Wilson's Warbler: 4 on 8/5 rn Pine Canyon, includrng a group
of 3. (K$ Early, did they brecd here?

Yellow-breasrcd Char: 2 on 8/10 (SG) and I on 860 (GF, MP)
at Piper Slough.
Blue Grosbeak: 3 females and lmmahres on 8/30 at Piper
Slough. (GF, MP)
Grasshopper Spanow: 7 on 8/19 near Johnny Walker Springs,
MDSP. (KH)
Bobolink: I on 8/30 at Road Forks Pool, Pt. Reyes. (FB,
MJC, HH)

Obssryers: Florence Bcnnett, Mary Jane Culver, George Finger,
Betty Callagher, Steve Clover, Hugh Harvey, Kcvin Hintsa,
Eugenia Larson, Jim Lomax, Marjorie Planl., Bob Richmond,
and Jean Rrchmond.

OOPS!

The fe€ for sponsoring a class lbr Audubon Adventues is Sl5
this year, not $30 as indicatcd in the September Quail. The
good news is that there is still dme o panicipate in this woniy
program of bi-monthly newspapers for studens in third through
sixth grades. The newspapers are accompanied by a teacher's
guide and cover dilfcrent areas of envircnmenul education. Send
your check payable [o National Audubon Socie[y to Beverly
Hawley, 1509 Skycrest Dr., #4, Walnut Crcek, CA 94595.

Renewal

Teacher's name:
School Address:

4

Baird's Sandoiper: 4 on 8/23 at Abbott's Lagoon, P[. Rcycs.

SPONSOR: Name:
Address:
New

SCHOOL NAME:
Pi[eon Guillcmot: I on 8/11 at Pt. Isabel R. S. (SG) Third Grade 

- 

No. Students

o

o

I on 821 near Brooks Island. (SG) Sccond
o
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o INTERNATIONAL CORNER
by Jill Hedgecock

BINOCI.]I.ARS NEEDED!!!!!!!!!!!!
As our fint Birds in the Balance Project, in conjunction with
World Rainforest We€k, Ocbbcr 15-23, a binmular collcction
for researchers in the troprcal rainforesB will bc held. If you

have an cxtra pair of binoculars around the housc, considcr
making thcm a tax-deducEble donadon !o MDAS. I wtll make

a collecdon of used binoculars at the October general meeting
or you may conurt me direcUy at (510) 256-82'10.

FESTIVAL, SALE, AND EXHIBIT

1994 FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES
The 1994 Festival of the Cranes at Boque del Apache Narional
Wrldhfe Refuge near Socorro, New Mexico, will be held on

November 17, 18, 19, and 20. Keynote speakers will include
Perer Dunne, Jim Bones, Steve west" and Chandlcr Robbins.
Scheduled evens will includc workshops, exhrbis, programs,

ours of the refuge and area, a silent aucdon, an arts and crafts
fa[, and a narue pholography contest and exhlbit. For more
informatron or to register, write the Socorro County Chamber
of Commercc, P. O. Box 743-8, Socorro, NM 87801 or ca.ll
(505) 835-0424. Pre-registration closes November 4.

NATIVE PLANT SALE
The 28ft Annual Sale of Calilornia Nativc Plants wrll tale
placc on Saturday and Sunday, October I and 2, from l0:00
a.m to 2:@ p.m., and wrll continue cvery Tuesday from 9:00
a.m. to noon, through January, 1995, at the Merntt College
I:ndscape Honicultural Department, 12500 Campus Drive,
Oakland. The sa.le rs sponsorcd by tie East Bay Chapter of the
California Native Plant Society. For sale will be thousands of
nativc plans, including uees, shrubs, vines, ferns, perennrals,
groundcoyers, grasses, bulbs, and seeds, as well as botanical
afl, posters, and books on nauvc plans and gardenrng usrng
natrve planLs. Experts from CNPS will be on hand to give
friendly advice and to answer questions about gardening with
native plans in the Bay Arca. AII tle sale procccds go l.oward
conservatron, field studies, scholarships, education, and other
projecs designed to prorc€t and educate the public about nauve
plants. For more information, call (510) 559-9269 or (510)

3764095.

FOR THE BIRDS
Callery Concord,215l Salvio Street, Suite V, Concord,
presenB an art cxhibition for and about birds from Tuesdays [o
Sundays, from noon to 5:00 p.m., strr[ing September l6
through November I 

'1. Family studio days will be Saturdays,
October 8, 15, and 22, 10:30 a.m. to noon, and will include
live birds from the Lindsay Museum and related an proJecs.
All evens are frec and opcn to the public. For informatron,
call (510) 671-34@.

NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS
720 Contra CosE Blvd.

Plssant HiU, CA 94523
798-0303

FREE BIRDSEED BANKING: you can buy your entirc
season's supply during thc secd sale and pick it up as you necd

it. You bencfit from the lowcst priccs availablc and you only
have lo takc home what you can easily storc.

SUET
Suet is animal fat to which differcnt ingedients arc added such

as se€d, fruit, and peanuts to auract differcnt varictics of birds.

Offering suet in your backyard is a grcat way !o arract a widc
variety of birds from chickadces to wmdpeckers !o nuthatchcs

and many odcrs.

IT'S TIME TO VISIT HAWK HILL...
Wifi a new tield guide:

Peterson's Wesem Birds Savc $2.00
Nauonal Geographic Savc $3.00

And a new pair of binoculars. Check out our latesl Cclcstmn -

WBU Compacs:
8 x 24 BAK-4 prisms

weight - I1.5 ounces close focus - 8 fcct

ANNIVERSARY
September 24, 1994

Join us in cclebrating our third successful year. We want to
thank you for making this another exciung year. Special evcns
on this day arc:
. The cndangered Spottcd Owl and other Lindsay Muscum

bids
. A free gift for each cuslomer
. Many in-storc specials

o

FALL SEED SALE l57o OFF (or more)
All 25 lb. and 50 lb. bags

(9lt9/%-t0Rtl94)

SUET SALE
$0.30 off all suet cakes and $0.60 off all suet tubs

(Sale ends lORlD4)

o



NEW MEMBERS

We warmly grcet these new MDAS members we hopc to me€t
in person soon at our mccdngs and trips: Rosemarie Bateman.
Lois Bowlcs, Carol Brown, J. R. Brown, ElizabctJr Burstein,
Lito and Darlenc Calimlim, Barbara Chemock, W. P. Damato,
Katierinc Dano, Eva Denes, Carolyn Gogan, Donald Hclmholz,
Leah Hms, Terri Iglcsias, Rcbeca Kemal, Roben Knubon,
Julic Kowalsky, Patricia Kraws, Bob and Ellen Kuykendall,
Donald Marlrnez, Diane McCrary, Sharon McDonald, Eanha
Newsong, Lynda Oliver, Craig A. Penrose, Bem Qualheim,
Gayle Reece, Ron Reece, Robert Reed, Dolores M. Rcidhaar,
Sandra and Lcslic Rogers, John F. Rosa, Joel Scon, Janet
Swedberg, Pauline Thomas, Jutic Vonbehren, Barbara Wall.
Jamcs Walravcn, and Dianc Wong.

Oclobcr 1994

1995 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK a
The t995 Entertainment Book is herc! Savc 507o on travel,
restaurants, theater, retail, service, hotels and motcls, and
MUCH, MUCH morc.

The 1995 Entertainment Book can bc uscd IMMEDIATELY
and is availablc at Witd Birds Unlimited, 720 Contra Costa
Blvd., Pleasant Hi-tl, or at lhe monthly gcneral meedrgs. Call
Barbara Vaughn at 376-8732 for morc derails.

6

The Quail s published monthly except for the combined. JulylAugust issue. Aud,ubon membership includes subscriptions to the
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November Program:

For our November 3 General Meeting, Don
Schmoldt will give a presentation on the Sutter
Buttes. The peaks are a product of volcanic activity,
conspicuously isolated in the middle of the nonhem
Sacramento Valley. Many of us have seen them
while on held trips to the Sacramento Valley refuges.
The Buttes are 10 miles wide and rise to a height of
about 1500 feet and conain a unique combination of
fauna and flora, some from the Coast Range, some
from the Sierra Foothills.

Don Schmoldt works as a wildlife biologist with the
environmental consultant firm of LSA Associates in
Point Richmond. He was the coordinator for the
Sutter Bunes Naturalist Program and has also led a
number of natural history expeditions. Don is also
an avid birder.

For the November Bird Information, Norah Bain
will present our chapter's bird skin collection and
discuss its educational uses.

Birds in the Balance Meeting: The first Birds
in the Balance meeting, a follow-up to our Septembr
program, will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 9, at the home of Jim Lomax, 3636 lolita
Drive, Concord. Bob Bames of Westem Regional
Audubon will anend this kickoff meeting.

The Ecology of the Sutter Buttes

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center, 233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

The next board meeting will be Thursday, November
10, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Jill Hedgecock, 536
Coralie Dr., Walnut Creek, 256-8270. The board
meetings are open to all interested memben.

Weekend Birding Breaks. Our short, local field
trip this month will be a visit to Heather Farms on
Sunday, November 13. Members new to our area
and beginning birders are encouraged to join us for
these weekend get-aways. The November trip leader
will be Shirley Ellis,938-3703. From I-680, uke the
Ygnacio Valley exit east to San Carlos Dr. Meet at
8:30 a.m. in the parking lot.
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CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

SO, ITS ELECTION TIME AGAIN -

YOU MUST DO YOI.JR PART
(COMMENT) Environmental issues tmk pretty much of a
back seat during the just-concluded session of Congress. You

will hcar some folks say, "That's not all bad." On the other
hand, major issues, environmental and ot}terwise, must be
faced. Wi r some environmenlal issues, any delay may mean

exdncdon for plants, animals, and birds. Which brings us lo
thc oft suted comment, "Exunction is forcvcr."

A rccenlly pubtished bnk, Life on the Edge, A Resource

Guide to California's Endaagered Plants and Wildlde, Volunz
l: wildltfe, may well bc THE definidve book on endangered

specrcs. Thc papcrbackVolume 1 can be obtaincd from Hey-
Day Books, P.O. Box 9145, Berkeley, CA 94709, at a cost of
$39.@. While reviewing this book, I saw a Pat Robertson-

sponsored tv program enti ed (l believe) "Endangered animals,

how rhcy are endangering private property rrghts." Few to
none of the birds, bugs, or be€s are able to attend a religious
service and, as lltese creatures are unable to spcak o decision-
makers for themselves, they are in tsouble. That means eitrer
those inrcresls are grven NO attentton or others have to "lry"
to makc a case for proEction of environmental matters.

Liz Raesbeck, Natronal Audubon Society Vice-President for
Legislat-rve Affairs, wrote to me about national environmental
issues recently. Lrz rndicated the decrsion-makers are NOT
hearing from us but they are hearing from those who want to
"do rn" the Endangered Species Act, tlre Clean Water Act, and

much othcr legislation drat protecs people, wildlife, and our
environmcnt.

Wc now oft hear the cry, "The Govemmenfs too big, lel's gct
rt off our backs." So one should then ask for some spectfics
as !o WHAT laws and regulauons should be abrogated. Who
would the proponants of "doing away with govemment's role"
suggest should look out for the interest of "we, the people"?

The Clean Wa@r Ac! has cleaned up nvcts, skeams, and, to

some extent, the oceans. The Clean Air Act is causing fie
gradual cleaning up of our air. Interestingly enough, both of
those laws are being fought looth and nail by some of tlc very

forces that create he problems.

Let's takc a quick look at the Calilornia Descn Protechon Act.
The initial legislatron was filcd years ago by former Califonia
Senator Alan Cranston. This legislatrve session fic bill was

herded Uuough a mazc of quicksand and baft€d wire by Senabr
Fernstein and Congressman Miller, with many amendments
proposed which were really an attempt (in my opinion) to
KILL the bill. The bill passed rn BOTH the House and Sena@

by majorrties. Then one individual senator tried to kill the
Califomia Desert horccdon Act and had not 60 Senabrs Yoted

to halt thc l'ilibusrcr, the law would NOT have passed.
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I-et's also uke a good look at our existing park system. You
will see that, assuming our Califomia populadon continucs !o
incrcase, our existing parks will NOT be able to handlc thc
crowds who want to use them. One of two things will then

happen: l. Usage of the parks will be subject to rationing, or
2. Use will not bc conrolled and thc cnvironmcnu.l values of
the parks will bc degraded.

Sorry to go on for so long. Thesc issues arc !o my mind
VERY imponant. Thest issucs MUST be resolved and many

of us do NOT belicvc they will bc rcsolved favorably witltout
much more consideration and attention by 'US.' Elcctions arc

coming. Think environmentally, live that way, and maybe the
pressures we're putling on our world will be cased just a bil

MONO LAKE: A BIG WIN!.......
By now mosl. of us know 6c Slatc's Water Quality ConEol
Board has ruled thc L.A. Meropolitan Water ConEol District
canno! continue to take water from Mono [:ke. As a result,
over the nex! 15 !o 20 ycars, he lake lcvel wilt rise some 15

to 20 fc!t, and Mono [:ke will have been "somcwhat' returned

to levels that will protect lJlc scenic beaudcs, tltc wildlife, and

the cnvironment in he area. HOW did that happen? Gmd
question. Audubon carly took on tre challenge of'saving'
Mono [.ake. Now, some 14 to 15 years later and a million
dollars spcnt by thosc who wanted to SAVE the lake, thc lakc
is safe. Thc Mono Lake Commiuee, a small group of dcdicatcd
people, with srong support from Audubon members and chap-
ters and others, fought the legal batLles, the propaganda wars
(with littlc to no propaganda from "OUR" sidc) and thc battlc
HAS BEEN WON!!! Remember the old story of David and

Goliath? That's lo bc likened to the Mono [:ke battlc. Thcrc
are many more environmenEl issucs Ulat are as impnnant and

where justice should bc on OUR stde.

REMEMBER DOUG HERTY VALLEY?
Well, ifs back, but in a "somewhat" diminishcd form with a

new but equally drsgusting face and with terrible implications
for u-affic jams and huge, adverse impacts on wildlife. The
pubtic hearings have been largcly ignored by thc public. So

decision-makcrs arc forging ahead with (s&mingly) littlc to
NO consideration for uue resolution of issues.

DELTA ENVIRONMENT SCIENCE CENTER
This MAJOR project is moving forward. The committe€
oversecing the project mees monthly. Educators arc busy

looking at ways to implement the cducational aspecs of thc
program. A Request for Proposal is now in thc hands of thc
various consultants who seek rc be involved. Audubon pmplc
have been involved in tlre endre proce6s. NAS Representative

Bob Bames recenry hsded a "team" which spcnt an cntire day

with Ironhouse Sanitation District people developing cnviron-
mentally sensilive ways to protect the project's wetland and

wildlife values.
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ps are open to members and nonmembers alikc.
time is departue dme. Carpml expense: l0 ccnts per mile
per ridcr is suggestcd; tolts and cntry fecs arc shared equally
by driver and riders. Bring binoculars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go rn light rain or drizde; if in doubt, ca.ll leader up to

ume.hour bcfore de

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field trip:
Category l: Easy, Iittlc or no walking, smooth paths

Category 2: Moderale, I mile or more, possibly rough
Category 3: Dif[iculL extensivc walking, rough terrain

NOTE: Information on the Novcmber We€kcnd Birding
Break is given on page l.

Thursday, November 3, Mt. View Sanitary Plant. Me€t
at 9:00 a.m. at parking lot at the planL Take Pachcco BIvd.
exit from l-680, turn nght onto Arthur Rd. and go under the
freeway. Arthur turns lcft, then righq at the sccond turn, um
sharp lefl ono a non-county mainEined road. Follow tle road
into the sanitary plant. Trails may be muddy. Close-up looks
at dabbling ducks; possiblc biuems and heron.
Leader: Shirley Ellis,938-3703 Carcgory 'l

Saturday, November 5, Limantour. Carpool at 7:00 a.m. at
Acalanes Avenue, off Pleasant Hill Rd. just north of SR 24.
Me€t at 8:30 a.m. at the Bc€r valley Visitor's Center, Pt.
Reyes. Cross the San Rafael Bridge. From US 101, takc the
San Rafael cxit, go 2 blcks, and turn lcft onto 3rd St. In San

Anselmo, turn right onto Sir Francis Drake Blvd. At SR l,
turn right 0.25 mite, tefl onlo Bear Valley and left again inlo
the Visror's Center. Shore birds, seabirds, and waterfowl, as
well as land birds on 6e ridge. Trails may bc muddy.
Lcader: Maury Stern,284-5980 Category 2

Wednesday, November 9, Charleston Slough. Carpool
7:00 a.m. El Cerro Btvd., jus[ west of I-680. Me€t at 8:15
a.m. at end of Terminal Rd., Mounlain View. Take Dumbanon
Bridge and go south on US l0l to San Antonio Rd. exit. Go
nonh and east on San Antonio and turn right onto Terminal.
WaEr, saJt marsh birds. Trails may be muddy.
Leader: Stevc Glover,846-7382 Category 2

Wcdnesday, November 16, Alamcda South Shorc. Carpool
7:30 a.m., on El Nido near SL Stephens Drive. Takc either
SL Stcphens or Acalanes exits from SR 24. Meet at 8:15
a.m. at Broadway and Shorelinc Avc. in Alamcda. Take SR 24
to I-880, and go sou$ to Government tsland cxit. Continue
on Kennedy SL to the bridge approach. Alameda side ofbridge
is Park St. Continue on Park; Ieft on Shorelinc. Park at cnd
of Broadway or on Bayvicw. Closc-up vicws of shorcbirds;
Clapper Rails possible.
Leader: Barbara Vaughn,376-8732 Catcgory I
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Satuday, Novembcr 20, Alviso. Carpool 7:30 am. EI Ceno
Blvd., wcst of I-680. Meet 8:30 a.m. in parking lot of Alviso
Marina. From southbound I-680, tum wcst at Calavcras cxit
(SR 237). Tum right on N. lst SL, right on Gold SL, lcft on
Eliubeh, and right oward thc Alviso Marina. Waming: roads

are torn up in tris arca Shorc and warcr birds.
Lcader: Elizabcth Dickcy,2844486 Catr.$ory 2

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

HAYWARD RECIONAL SHORELINE, September 7.
No rcport r€ccived.

MOSS LANDING / ELKHORN SLOUGH, Sepembcr 17.

Little Curlcw on thc sand at Carmel Be€ch! LIFE BIRD for
evcrybody! In the moming some of the group joined thc cclc-
brarion of Estuary Day at Etkhom Slough rcservc. Thc rest
went o Mmnglow Dairy and Moss t$ding be€ch. An Osprcy
and two jaegers chasing tems wcrc the outstanding birds.
Weafier was great. 12 birders saw a lotal of 69 species.

Elizabcth Dickcy

IRONHOUSE SANTTARY PLANT, Seplf.mtff 22.
Wih the help of Mikc Moran, East Bay Parks Naturalist Aide,
fifteen birders saw or heard a total of 57 species ar this sit€ witl
an excil.ing plan for the future! Wc saw thc new officc and thc
location of the proposcd science ccntcr. Do you recall that
MDAS was the first to contributc $1000 seed moncy for this?
Fccl proud" A variety of ducks, shorebirds, lvarblcs, and othcn
were among thc sightings. Pcrhaps the most unusual birds
scen werc several Ring-necked Phcasans.

Shirley Ellis

POINT DIABLO, Septembcr 25.
Six observers mcr in Pleasant H.ill and wcnt ovcr !o thc Marin
Hcadlands whcrc we bhded Rodeo L:goon in foggy wcathcr.
I:ter in mid-morning thc sun camc out and we went rc llawk
Hill. 49 species of birds, including Vaux's Swift, Osprcy, and
many acciptcrs and hawks, with over a dozcn Broad-winged
llawks, were obscrved

Jim Lomax

BOLINAS LAGooN, Septcmber 29.
Bolinas Lagoon is a wonderful plac€ to study birds in thc fall.
Eight biders countcd 91 spccics including Pccbral Sandpipcr
and Willow Flycarcher. Ar 5 Brooks Pond, two malc and onc
femalc Wood Duck flew in for our viewing cnjoymenl Evcn
though rarities rcmahcd rarc to us, it was plcasant, sunny, and
just a geat day to bird the cest"

Denisc Wight

J

o

o

o



OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Please send observadons to Steve Glover,
3986 Stoneridge, #2, Pleasanton, CA 94566, or call U6-7382.
Please rncludc your telephonc numbcr with your observations.

Grealcr Shearwater: I on l0/1 on Monterey Bay. (DW)
Only lhe sccond record for Califomia.
Brandt's Cormorantt I oi 9ll2 and 9ll4 at Hayward Regional
Shorehne. (BR) Rarc in tic Bay.
Ashy Storm-Pelrel: I plus I unidenfificd storm-petrel on l0/8
a[ Hayward RS. (BR)
Brown Pelican: I immaure on 928 and 10/12 at Clifion
Coun Forcbay. (SG) Second inland record for Contr-a Cosa
County.
Whitc-faced Ibis: 2 on 9lz7 at Crespr Pond, Pacrfic Grove.
(JR, RR)
Ring-necked Duck: ar lcast 33 on 9128 at lhe Maffh Creek
Reservoir. (SG)

Oldsquaw: I on 9/ll near Brooks Island, Richmond. (SG)
This bird was present all summer.
Swainson's Hawk: I on 9E ar Hayward RS (BR): 1 on 9/14
at Bethel Island witlr 3l ravens. (SG)
Prairie Falcon: I on l0/13 near Chfon Coun Forebay. (SG)
Virsinia Rail: l on 920 at Pine Pond, ML Diablo Sl2te Park.
(Klf) Second park record.

Spra: 2 on9D0 atPine Pond. (KH)
Little Curle\y: 'l on 9/9 (FB, MJC, HH, EL, GF, JR) and

912'1 (JR, RR) at thc Carmel River mouth. Also on RBA.
Fifth record for North Amenca.
Bar-tailed Godwit: I on 9/12 (FB, MJC) and 9/13 (JR) at Palo

Alo Baylands.
Pomanne Jaeger: I adult on l0/l I at Haylvard RS. (BR)

Parasitic Jaeger: I juvenile on l0/8 at Hayward RS. (BR)
Common Mune: I on l0/8 at Hayward RS. (BR)
Thick-billed Mune: I on l0/5 on Monterey Bay. (SG)

Rhinoceros Auklet: t on 9/l I at Hayward RS. (BR) Second
Alameda County record.
White-wrnged Dove: I oi 9127 at Hall Ranch, Pt. Reyes.
(FB, MJC, EL)
Vaux's Swift: 2 on 9ll4 along Kelso Rd., East Alameda
County. (SG)
Nonhem "Yellow-shafted" Flicker: I "pue" bird on l0/l and
l0/3 aL Hayward RS. (BR)
Willow Flycatcher: I on 9/20 at Pine Pond. (KtI)
I-east Flvcatcher: I on 9/19 at New Wrllows, Pt- Reyes (GF,

MP); I on t 0/6 at EI Granada, San Mateo Co. (GD.
Tronical Kingbird: I on 9127 at Pt. Piflos wift a Westem
Kingbird. (JR, RR)
Common Raven: a kettle of 3l on 9/14 circling and heading
north over Befiel Island. (SG)

Red-eyed Vireo: I on 9/16 at Hayward RS (BR): I ot 9lZ7 at
tlre Carmel River (JR).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: I on 9/13 and l0/3 at Bodega Bay
(FB, EL, MJC, HH); I on 9127 at Mcadoza Ranch, Pt- Rcycs
(MJC, EL, FB).
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Magnolia Warbler: I on 920 at tle Mendoza Ranch (JR): I on
9n6 at Hayw?.ld RS (BR), $e first Alamcda County record: I
on 9n7 a. the Pt. Reyes Lighthouse (EL, MJC, FB).
Black-throated Bluc Warblen I on 920 at the Mendoza Ranch
(JR, EL, FB, MJC, Ht0i 1 on 927 at Dra.kc's Beach, PL Rcyes
(EL, FB, MJC).
Blackbumian Warbler: I on9n7 at the El Carmelo Cemcory,
Pacific Grove (JR, RR); 1 on 9127 at PL Rcyes Lighthousc
(FB, EL, MJC).
Prairie Warbler: 1 on 920 at Pt. Reyes Fish Docks (JR, JD): I
on 926 at Bodega Bay (FB, HH, MJC).
Blackpoll Warbler: I on 927 in his Concord yard- (Ktt)
American Redstarl.: I on 9/'17 at Hayward RS. (BR)
Prothonogrv Warbler: 1 on 10/6 at El Granada. (GF, MP)
Northem Waterthrush: I on 9126 at Bodcga Bay. (FB. HH,
MJC)
Yellow-brcasted Char: 2or9/14 at PiWr Slough. (SG)

Rose-breasted Grosbesk: I female on 9126 utd I immaturc
male on9n1 atHayward RS. (BR)
Clay-colored Sparrow: I juvenilc on 980 (SG), l0/l (JR,
RR), and 102 (GF) at Miuer-Knox Regional Shorclinc, fint
county record; 1 on lOf at Coyotc Hills (BR).
Brcwer's Soarrow: I juvcnile found on 10/6 (DW), scen 10/6
(MP), 10, (SG, NC), and l0/8 (GF, NC) ar Hiddcn Lakcs
Park, Mafinez, one of possibly as few as four counry rccords; 1

on l0[ at Coyote Hrlts (BR).
Black-throated Spanowi 1 on 9f2O near the Pt. Reycs Light-
house. (JR)

Lark Bunting: 1 on 9ll9 (GF, MP) and 920 (FB, EL, HH,
MJC) at Mendoza Ranch.
Swamp Snanow: I immature on l0/l ar Hanvard RS. (BR)

Observers: Florcnce Bennctt, Natlran Crawford, Mary Janc
Culver, Jane Dang, George Finger, Steve Glovcr, Hugh Harvey,
Kevin Hinsa, Eugenia Larson, Marjorie Plant Bob Richmond,
Jean Richmond, Rich Richmond, and Denise Wight.

The NoflIern Calfornia Bird Box, (510) 524-5592, is a voicc-
mail system that allow callcrs to listcn to thc most recent 18

mess:lgcs on sighUngs of rarc birds by local obsewers. The
system has been revamped so that callers no longer necd 1.o

know the number of loon specics secn in Califomia"

LAST CHANCE

School has slzrted but it is not too latc to s?onsor a class witlr
Audubon Adventurcs. Audubon Adventures is a bi-monthly
newspaper for third thmugh sixth gradcrs, plus a tcachcfs guidc,
covering different arcas of environmental education. If you
would like to pardcipate, pleasc call Beverly Hawlcy now at
947 -U79. Thc fee is $35.00 pcr class.
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INTERNATIONAL CORNER
by Jill Hedgecock

BINOCULARS NEEDED!! ! ! ! ! !

If you forgot lhose spare binoculars at the October Gcneral
Me€ting, a sccond colleation will be made at 0le Novcmber
Gcneral Mecdng. Thc binoculars are a tar-deducBble donation
to Audubon. If you are not able to bring your binoculars !o
this meeting eidrer, conact mc directly at (510) 256-8270.

PRETry POLLY BAHAMA STYLE
This sprrng the Prime Minlst of he Bahamas announced fie
crcation of a new nadonal park on Abaco Island. This park
will protect much of the remaining habitat of l}lc cndangercd (a

mere 800 individuals) Bahama ParroL This fascinating specics
ncsts in Iimestone cavitics in the ground, making it vulncrablc
lo flooding, prcdabrs, and developmen! by thc citrus induslry.
The eskblishment of thc park is a dlect result of education
campargns and hard work by a variety of conscrvation grouPs

lo increase public awareness.

CALIFORNIA BIRDS
Their Status and Distribution

by Arnold Small

Ca$ornia Eirds contains 586 species accounts and complete
rnformation on scasonal status, habitat, rangc and brecding
status. The lnroductory chapters discuss the landform regions
and climate of Califomia as they rclate to the ccology and the
drslflbuuon of t}le sarc's birds. Individual species accounls are

augmented with 336 full-color photographs of birds and their
natural habirats. Hard cover: $55.00. AvailableatWild Birds
UnlimiLed, 720 Contra Cosla Blvd., Pleasant Hill, 798-0303.

WORLD OF AUDUBON SPECIAL

Nauonal Audubon Society and Turner Broadcasting present
"The World of Audubon 1Oth Anniversary Special." Audubon
Productions has made a film about the ten-year pannership
wrth Turner Broadcasting which has crearcd Audubon's most
powerful and conuoversra.l hlms of the last decade. Join hosls
I-auen Huuon and Richard Dean AndeBon for an entcrtaining,
intelligent documentary. The AnniveBary Special premiers on

the TBS SuperStation, Sunday, November 20, with cncores
Monday, November 21, Saturday, November 26, and Monday,
November 28. Check laal listings for times.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our society has from timc to time receivcd genemus bcqucsls,
gifs, and donations givcn in mcmory of friends or rclatives or
as spontancous contributions to t}rc socicty's activides. Thcsc
donations are welcomed as a significant suppon of our goals of
wildlife appreciation and conservation.

This month MDAS would like to cxprcss its appreciation for a

donation from l:wrencc Emcry of Alamo given in memory of
Tom King. Tom King was a long-time Orinda rcsident, a lovcr
of wildlifc, and an anist who painted birds frequently. MDAS
would also likc !o thank Bessie Smyth of Martinez for her gift
!o hc socicty. Thc gencrosity of both thcsc pcoplc is vcry
much appreciated

MDAS also gntefully acknowledgcs thc reccipt of a grant for
$500 rccently reccived from Chewon USA for the purchasc of a
facsimile machine and supplics for our chapter. Thc Chcvron
Employee Involvement Fund is the sponsor of this grant. Our
thanks for helping MDAS move into the age of auomation!

BLUEBIRDS STOP SINGING THE
BLUES

The National Audubon Socicry's Wcstem Region Birds in thc
Balance Campaign announces drc initiation of the Califomia
Bluebird Recovery Program. This ncw pmgam is in responsc

to a request from and follow-up with Don Yoder of Mt. Diablo
Audubon Society. Don is on the National Board of Dircctos of
the North American Blucbird Society.

"Many slates," says Mr. Yoder, "have activc bluebird prognms
I have wanled to see an organization srcp forward o cstablish a

network connecting people who want to promotc the welfarc of
bluebirds in Califomia. National Audubon's posidve rcsponsc

is very much appreciated. Now, wc can get sErfted."

"To start, we want to hear from anyone who is doing anything
with bluebuds rn Califomia: what arc you doing? where? why?

and how?" says Audubon's Bob Bames. "Thcn wc are going to
have a ncwsleuer that sharcs informadon on bluebirds. Some
information will come from cxpcrts, but most will comc from
our reade$. The program will tien expand according to intcrcst
and resources."

To be a part of, or for more information on, thc California
Bluebird Recovery Program, writc to Coordinator, Califomia
Bluebird Recovery Program, Birds in the Balancc Campaign,
National Audubon Society, 555 Audubon Place, Sacramcnto,
CA 95825, phone (9 t6) 481-5332, or fax (916) 481-6228.
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NEW MEMBERS

It is a plcasure !o welcome thcse new MDAS members and we
hope to mc€t. trem soon: Shakil Ahmed, Henry Alubowicz,
Mrs. M. Austin, Jeri Baca, Mark Backlund, M. L. Bandler, D.
Benzcnhoefer-Tobin, Ruby Bergman, Rose Bonacum, Lloyd
Brenneise, K. Burk, Robert Chapla, Raymond Conner, Mr. and

Mrs. E. Crawford, Eileen Daniclson, Louis Dematlei, Marylee
Ebnclhart, Mrs. P. Fitzgerald, Richard Ford, Jewel Fostcr, Mrs.
Billie Gilmorc, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Gleasman, Anna Godin,
Mary T. Goodwin, Jeff D. Guyon, Mariannc Hawkins, Ross

Hayashrda, Sally Hayward, the Her family, Lynn Henzc, Andrea
Hushaw, Sarah Josephson, Michacl Kamarck, John Knowles,
Alicc Knudsen, l. Kuehl, Barbara kpp, George Lim, Don Loux,
L. J. Marck, Jean MacKcllar, R. Macomber, Jean MacRobbie,
Narendra Malani, Sandra Malec, George and fulcne Mason,
Vicki McFadrn, Pamela McFarlin, Judy Morris, Robert B.
Mullen, Janc Nclson, Jim Nordtie, Alex and Mil&ed Paflansky,
Barbara Pelletier, Steve Philbin, Mary Powell, Philip Prosser,

Gary Rausina, Paul Reiter, Louis Repetto, Geoffrey Rowan,
Lynda Rosenblatt, Gladys Ryan, Leanore Sanderson, Mr. and
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James E. Scott, Richard H. Scou, J. Stafford, Suzannc Slanke,
Alce Stauffer, Sonrira Stein, Pat Undcrhill, Mr. and Mn. D.
Vandillen, Ken \ allace, Rita Wang, MIs. W. F. Wclcomc,
Joseph Wierzbicki, C. Willis, Mrs. Harry Wilson, Thelma
Wheeler, George Wood, Rosc Anne Wright, Robcn Young,
Vicor Zeid, and Mrchacl Zinns.

1995 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK

The 1995 Enl.erlainment Book is herc! Save 507o on travcl,
rest:luan6, theater, retail, service, hotels and motcls, and
MUCH, MUCH morc.

The 1995 Entenainment Book can be uscd IMMEDIATELY
and is availablc at wild Birds Unhmited, 720 Conra Costa
Btvd., Pleasant Hill, or at the monthly general me€tings. Calt
Barbara Vaughn at 376-8732 for more details.
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December Program:

Trinidad and Tobago

o For our December I General Meeting, Jimm Edgar
will give a presentation on Trinidad and Tobago.
These islands just seven miles off the coast of South
America offer a multiplicity of habitats that result in
an unusually diverse fauna and flora. Trinidad is
roughly 50 miles by 30 miles in size yet has well
over 400 species of birds, including honeycreepers,
motmots, Scarlet Ibis, tropicbirds, and many, many
more. The Asa Wright Nature Center, at 1200' in
the 3000'northem coastal range ofTrinidad, offers a
wonderful base of operations. A special attraction is
the nearby breeding colony of the noctumal Oilbird
in Dunston Cave.

Jimm Edgar is a longtime MDAS member and a past
president. Jimm is also Associate Regional Director
for Young Life in the San Francisco Bay Region. He
is currently our Christmas Count chair and leads
many field trips.

For the December Bird Information, Jimm will talk
about the upcoming 1995 Christmas Bird
Count. Further information is also given on page 5.

The next board meeting will be Thursday, December
8, at 7:30 p.m., at the home of Pam Keiser, 505
Wild Flower Place, Danville, 838-8840. Board
meetings are open to all interested members.

General meetings of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society
are held on the first Thursday of every month from
September through June. Our meeting place is the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center,233 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. The meeting times are as follows:

6:30 Doors open
7:00 Birding Information
7:30 Business Meeting
8:00 Social Time
8:30 Program

Weekend Birding Breaks. Our short, local field
trip this month will be a survey of the Contra Costa
Canal starting at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday, December I l.
Members new to our area and beginning birders are
encouraged to join us for these weekend get-aways.
Call trip leader Barbara Vaughn, 37 6-8732, for the
meeting location.

Library Display. MDAS will have a display on
"Colorful and Exotic Looking Birds Seen in Contra
Costa County," ananged by Shirley Ellis, during the
month of December at Contra Costa County Library
on Oak Park Blvd. in Pleasant Hil[.

Happy Holidays to All!

o



CONSERVATION NOTES
by Al McNabney

WHAT DO WE DO NOW?????????

By the time you read this, the 1994 election wrll be over.

[Editor's Note: This column was written before the November
8 election.l That fact does NOT mean we have concluded the

environmental battles (if that is the corrcct terminology). In
fact, many environmental issues are and will become more and

more pressing. Solutions will be more difficult to find. There

wrll be more controversy as the population increases. Human
impacts on our environment are a very important element of
our world. There's no doubl money, directed at specific tssues,

can greatly influence legal outcomes. At the same time, the

legal outcome may prove disastrous from an environmental
viewpoint. Audubon members' interest in brrds and wildlife
produces informed. knowledgable people. Birding (or if you
happcn to be in England, "l.witching") is a wonderful hobby,
interest, pastime, occupation (you pick the term). We should
encourage more people to become involved. We should also
encourage environmental education. We should encourage

some degrce of "reason" in finding solutions to environmental
issues. At the same time, "reason" MUST give great priority
to envlronmental NEEDS. Remcmber the oft quoted comment
"Extinction ls forever." Those ofus who believe that our very
complex mix of crcatures, plans, air, waler (you think of thc

rest) is tied together environmentally feel extinction of a single
qleqlgre wrll eventually have an advene impact on somethlng
else. Declslon-makers, new or prevrously elected or appointed,

MUST be contacted. The environmental message MUST be

delivered and undentood. The issue is NOTJust pro-glowth or
antl-growth. The issue is not even whether the Dougherty
Valley project will get water. The issue ts how do we make

reahstic, effective use offinrte, limtted resources. The effon is

one requiring support, thought, and, to some degrec, action
from every interested individual.

EBMUD: BIODTVERSITY WHATS NEEDED
Three years ago the Board of Directors of East Bay Municipal
Utility Drstnct authonzed a massive revtew of ALL existing
and possible uses of the "watershed." The Eastbay Watershed

Master Plan Committce, on which Audubon is represented,

now has seen modern technology produce complicated maps on

a movie screen, Hills, trces, particular types of ground cover
were depicted in color. "Want to knotv if a Partlcular species

of brrd exists anywhere in the watershed?" The answer is but a
second away. A spot on thts screen shows where a particular
specres of heron can be found. Bald and Golden Eagle sites can

be spotted. The use of this type of information can be a ma.;or

assist in dealing wrth environmental issues. A complete vrew
of the biodiversity of the EBMUD Watershed is now but a
computer key click away.

December 1994

TAXES - OUCH, BUT READ ON
No, we're not urgrng any change in tax rates. The only reason

we even mention the word involves saving Caltfomra's Nattve
Wildlife and Habitat. So what in heck are we talkrng about?
We're talkrng about Bald Eagles, Fresno Kangaroo Rats, and

Cahfomra Condors, as well as the populations of Least Terns,
Beldrng's Savannah Sparrows, and Californra and Lrght-footed
Clapper Rails. We're talking about non-avian species including
the Santa Cruz l-ong-toed Salamander, Black Toads, and Large-
flowered Fiddlenccks and five state-listed plants, Stebbin's
Mornrng Glory, Pine Hill Ceanothus, Pine Hill Flannelbush,
El Dorado Bedstraw, and Layne's Butterweed. Some of these

specles are rebounding. The improvement in numbers rs due

at least rn part to the donations given tfuough Line 50 on the
California income tax forms. When you complete your tax
form, find Line 50. There's a little space. Frll it rn. Specify
whatever contribution you feel you can afford. The sum you
give, whether small or large, will help save rare and endangered

species in Califomia.

"TAKING" AN ISSUE OF THE DAY
Newspaper columnists, polltical pundits, radio talk show
hosts, and others who probably should know better talk about
the U. S. Constitution, private propeny, etc. Issues have been

raised in the just-concluded session of the Congress about
"takings" and a recent Oregon case brought a U. S. Supreme
Coun decision. The city of Target, Oregon, made a dectsion
which requrred, as a conditron, that a developer deed lOVa of the
land involved to the crty for construction of a drainage drtch,
etc. Some argue that the coun's decision provides a basis for
enactment of laws whrch would force taxpayers to pay propeny
owners for the enforcement of laws that prevent harm to the
neighboring properties. NOT SO! So states at least one

knowledgable attorney who recently wrote, "The Supreme

Court decrson clearly rejects the main premise behind most
takings' bills, i. e., businesses have a rrght to the absolute
maximum profit lrom rhelr property, even at the expense of
their neighbors." while this should (probably) be the last
word on the rssue, I doubt it wrll be.

MONO LAKE
Thrs envrronmenl.al WIN is so imponant we just canl let it
rest. Always remember, Mono Lake canl vote. The birds that

nest and live there can't vote either. The L. A. Municipal
Power District is big, well-financed, and determined. A few
DETERMINED individuals believed it would be possible to
"take on" the Mono Lake battle and WIN. Audubon people,

convinced Mono Lake was important, .;oined with others. The

rcsult is now history. Mono I-ake has been saved. 'Nuff said.
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ps are open lo mcmbers and nonmcmbers allke, Carpoo

trmc rs dcpanurc trme. Carpool expensc: 10 cents per mile
per ndcr rs suggested; tolls and entry fees are shared equally
by dnver and nders. Bring brnoculars, field guide and lunch.
Trips go rn light rarn or dnzzlc; rf in doubt, call leader up to

/2 hour bcforc de ure timc

FIELD TRIPS

Difficulty of field trio:
Category l: Easy, linle or no walking, smooth palhs

Category 2: Moderate, I mrle or more, possibly rough
Catcgory 3: Difficult, extensivc walkrng, rough terrarn

NOTE: Informatron on thc Decembcr Weekend Birding
Brcek is grven on page l.

Saturday and Sunday, December 3 - 4, Sacramcnto Vallcy
Refugcs. Saturday, Gray Lodgc, 9:00 a.m Thcre rs a $5.00
enrancc fee. Meet at the first parking lot beyond Headquart€rs.
Sunday, Sacramento NWR, l0:00 a m. Mect rn the parking lot
at vrsitor's center. To get to Gray Lodge, lake I-E0 to SR I13.
At Tudor, takc US 99 north to Pennrngton Rd. and follow
Pennlngton Rd. to refuge enlrance. Thcre arc several turns and

the road evcntually runs nonh. For the Sacramento Refuge,
lcave I-5 at the Norman exit and go nonh on frontagc road.
Leaders. Steve Glover, 846-73E2 Category I

Wednesday, December 7, Altamont. Carpool 7 30 a.m. at El
Cerro Blvd, Danvrlle, west of I-680 A caravan lnp, wtth
mostly car birding. Migratory hawks, Mountain Bluebirds,
and grassland specres
Lcader, Jrm Lomax,825-1513 Category I

Thursday, Deccmber 15, Nilcs Canyon Gravcl Pits. Car-
pool 8.00 a.m., El Cerro Blvd., Danville, west of I-680. Mcet
at 8:45 a.m. at ValleJo Mrll Hrstorical Park rn Fremont. Take
I-680 south rhrough DubLn to SR 84; go west 7 miles to park
enlrance on left. Vancd habitats; Green-backed Heron, Rrng-
necked Duck, Spottcd Sandpiper, often many land brrds.
Leader: Jrmm Edgar.658-2330 Category 2

Saturday, December 3l , Palo Alto Baylanfu. Carpool 7:00
a.m. at El Cerro Blyd., just west of I-680 Meet at 8:30 a.m
in the parking lot near Nature Center at Baylands Takc thc
Dunbarton Bridge to US 101 south. Takc Embarcadero exit
and go east on Embarcadero to stop sign. Go left toward Yacht
Harbor, follow road to end in parkrng lot on right. Thrs rs a
high trdc day and wc should see Clappcr Rails and possibly
Black Rarls. Prcpare for mud, cool breezcs. There rs a lot of
waitrng for the rarls.
Lcader: Elizabeth Drckey, 254-0486 Category I

Decemher 1994

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

OUTER POINT REYES, October L
Twelyc birders spent a foggy day with somewhat slow birdrng.
A hfc bird for many of us was a Whrte-winged Dove at the Hall
Ranch. We watched a Barn Owl at the Willows for some time
There was much drscussion by several birding groups over what
may have been a Common Tem at thc Fish Docks 57 species.

Pat MacEachem

BODEGA BAY, October 12

Frftccn birders enloyed a mrdweck tnp to Bodcga Bay. The sky
was sunny and clear - a beautrful day except for - oh, yes - the
wrnd! The accomplishment of the day was standrng upnght on

thc bluff ovcrlooking thc ocean at Bodcga Head. We spent
more time ln sheltered areas such as the path lnto Bodega Dunes
Campground. Seen or heard - 64 spccies.

Shirley Ellis

ABBOTTS LACOON, Octobcr 22
Beautiful fall weather greeted the seven members who walked
the Earthquake Trail at the Olema Vrsrtor Center. A Peregrinc
Falcon was scen harassrng a White-tailcd Krte overhead, while
Varied Thrushes and other birds wcrc spotted closer to ground
level. At Abbott's Lagoon, a Palm Wa.rbler was seen shonly
aftcr we left the parking lot Many ducks wcre seen on the firsl
lagoon, rncluding dozens of Ring-nccked Ducks and a BIue-
wrnged Teal. On the way back home, we madc an unsuccessful
attempt to spot an Oldsquaw off the end of Marina Bay Parkway
in Rrchmond Altogether 80 species wcre secn or hcard.

Hugh Harvey

SAN MATEO COAST. Oclober 27.
Foggy condrtrons along the Pcscadcro coast made scarchrng lor
shorcbirds challenging and seabrrds fadc in and out of vicw lrke
ghostly apparitrons. A parr of Peregnne Falcons was seen
bricfly at Aio Nuevo. After lunch, the drivc along Gazos
Creck Road was sunny and hot but produced only a few more
brrds. Twelve birders counted 85 specres.

Denise wrght

OCEANIC CRBW GROUP

On Saturday, January 28, 1995, the San Francisco Bay Oceanrc
Crew Group wrll hold rts fifth annual Audubon Sarl. Audubon
membcrs ale invited to spend the day sailing and birding. Boats
satl tn drffcrcnt pans of thc Bay lryrng to identify as many bird
species as possiblc and usually anchor rn a covc for a pot-luck
lunch Space on the boats will be avatlable on a first"come,
first-serve basis. Reservatrons are to be made by mail only.
Send your name, address, and tclcphonc numbcr by January I to
Richard Bielat, Service Sarl Coordrnator, I l5 Hoban Avenue,
Apaflment E, San Mateo, CA 94402-2846. Call the Group
hotllne wrth questions at (415) 349-3E26 and lcave a message.
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OBSERVATIONS
by Steve Glover

Please scnd observations to Steve Glover.
39E6 Stonerrdge, #2, Pleasanton, CA 94566, or call 846-7382

Northcrn Fulmar; I on I l/l flying past Drake's Bcach, Pt
Reycs (JR), I on lol24 at thc Pl Reycs Frsh Docks (FB, BG,
MJC).
Ashv Storm-Petrel: 1 Ashy and I probable Ashy on I0/8 and

I Ashy on l0/18 at Hayward Regronal Shorehne. (BR)
Brown Pelrcan: 125 on l0/14 on the breakwater seen from the

end of Sandpiper Sprt, n. Richmond. (SG)
Pelagic Cormorant l on l0/2E at Hayward RS. (BR)
Amerrcan Bittern: 2 on lOl24 flying over Prper Slough on
Bethel lsland. (CF, MP)
Snow Goose: I on l0/18, 1Ol2l, and l0/26 at Miller-Knox
Regional Shoreline, Pt. Richmond. (SG)
Redhead: 2 males, I femalc on l0/t8 at Pt. Isabel Regronal
Shorehne, Richmond (SG); 8 on l0/19 at Hayward RS. (BR)
Harleouin Duck: a pairon l0/21 scen from Marina Bay Pkwy.
near Brooks Island, Richmond, (SC); I male on l0/31 (FB,
MJC) and I l/l (JR) at lhe Frsh Docks.
Oldsquaw: I brrd on l0/21 (SC), l0/25 (FB, HH, MJC), and
10/26 (SC) at the end of Marina Bay Pkwy.
Black Scoter: 2 fcmales on l0/14 at the end of Marrna Bay
Pkwy. (SG); I male on l0/16 at Hayward RS. (BR).
Surf Scoter: I fcmale on l0/28 at Clifion Court Forebay.
(SG) Rare inland
Osprcl/. I on I l/6 near intcrsectlon of t-580 and Santa Rita
Rd., Plcasanton. (SC)

Merlin: I bird of the black race sackle1i on l0/30 at Hayward
RS. (BR) Normally resident in the coastal forests of Britrsh
Columbra and southeastern Alaska.
Percgrrne Falcon: I on l0/21 and 10/26 al Pt. Isabcl. (SG)
Black Oystercatcher. on l0/18, I flyrng rnto Alamcda Co.
from Brooks Island and 3 at the East Brothers Lighthouse,
Richmond (SG), I on l0/26 at Pt. Isabel (SG).
Whrmbrel; I on 10/28 with 6 Marbled Codwils al Chlton
Coun Forebay. (SC)

Pomarine Jaegcr: I adult on l0/l I at Hayward RS. (BR)
Parasitic Jaegcr: I luvenrlc brrd on l0/8, l0/20, 10122, lol23,
l0/25, and l0/28 at Hayward RS (BR)
Common Murre: I on l0/E, 3 on 10/25, and I on ll/3 at
Hayward RS (SC) Rare in the Bay, partrcularly thrs far south.
Ancrent Murrelet I on l0/18 at Hayward RS. (BR)
Burrowrng Owl: I on l0/25 at Arrowhead Marsh. Manrn
Luther King, Jr., Regional Shoreline. (JR)

Vaux's Swrft 2 on l0ll9 ovcr her Alamo home (JR)

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: I on l0/28 at Ed Lcvrn County
Park near Mrlpitas (GF, KH)
Tropical Kingbird: I on I l/l at San Francrsco Aquatic Park.
(Ifi)
Rock Wrcn. I on 10/26 at Pt. Molate (SC), I on 10/28 at
Clifton Coun Forebay (SC). Obvrous migrants are rare in the
East Bay.

December 1994

Scdge Wrcn: a brrd thought to be thrs specres on l0/16 and

l0/17 at Hayward RS. (BR) Thc srghting has becn submrtted
to thc Californra Brrd Records Commltlce. If it rs approved, it
represents the frfth state record.
Magnoha Warblcr: I on l0/10 at Bodega Bay (GF, MP); I on

l0/ll ar the Frsh Docks (EL, FB, BC, HH).
Clay-colored Soarrow: I on l0/14 and l0/18 at Miller-Knox
RS. (SG) Thts rs a drfferent brrd than the onc reportcd two
weeks earher, so it rs the second county record.
Swamp Sparrow: I on 10/14 (SG), 10/15 (CF, JR, MP), and

l0/26 (SC) at Millcr-Knox RS. Fourth county record.
Whrte-throated Spanow: I "tan" brrd rn her Alamo yard from
lOll6 to 10126 (JR); I from 10/25 rhrough al least ll/10
("Observatrons" submrssions deadline) rn hcr Concord yard
(MJC).
Laoland Longsour I on l0/ll at Ptgeon Polnt, San Matco
Co. (JR); I on l0/23 near the MCI Statron at Pt Reyes (CF).
Rusty Blaskbrrd: I on lOl2l (CF) and I l/l (JR) at the Spalelra
Ranch, Pt. Reyes
Red Crossbrll: l0 on l0/21 at Redwood Regronal Park (SG)

Just barely in Contra Costa County.

Observers: Florcnce Bcnnctt, Mary Jane Culver. Ceorge
Finger, Betty Callaghcr, Steve Glover, Hugh Harvey, Kcvrn
Hintsa, Eugenra Larson, Marlorre Plant, Bob Richmond. and
Jean Richmond.

The Nonhern Calrfornia Bird Box, (5lO) 524-5592, is a vorce-
marl system that allow callcrs to lrstcn to the most recenl l8
messagcs on srghtrngs of rare birds by local obscrvers Thc
system has been revampcd so that callers no longer need to
know the number of loon spccies seen rn CaLfornra.

DONATIONS TO MDAS

Our socrety has from trme to time received generous bequests,
gifts, and donatrons glycn ln memory of friends or relattves or
as spontaneous contnbutions to the soclety's activlttes. These
donatrons are welcomed as a srgnificant support of our goals of
wildlife appreciatron and conscrvation.

ThIs month MDAS would Iike to express its apprecratron for
the following donatrons. Roben Bames, our September Ceneral
Meetrng speaker, contributed his honoranum to our Blrds ln the
Balance program. Jrm Lomax, our October General Mectrng
speakcr, has contributed hls honoranum to our Endowment
Fund. Seagram & Sons sent a corporatc matching contribution
on behalf of Theodore Plant. Mrs. F. Alan (Frances) Campbell
of Walnut Creek gavc a donation in memory of Thomas J. Cox
of Walnut Creck, a reccnt MDAS member who passed away
suddenly. Their generosrty is very much appreciated.
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NEWS FROM WILD BIRDS
720 Contra Costa Blvd , Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

79E-0303

Put nqture undet )'our lree!

Special holiday gift tdeas for Btrd Lovers

Arnold Small's new 6rnk Cal{omio Birds

Ficld gurdes for your next btrdtng Yacation

A wrde vanety of nature lewelry
Many new and diffcrent T-shins and sweatshins with a

nature theme. Be sure and see our new Bald Eagle

sweatshrrt deslgned by Cecll
Nalurc musrc on casscttcs and CDs

Holrday omaments for your trecs

Pealut and suet fecden for your chtckadees and

woodpcckcrs
A new thistle feeder for your PIne Siskins and American
Coldltnch
New WBU-Celcstron 8x24 compact btnoculars wtt}t

BAK 4 prrsms

Birdfccding Tip; If it's almsl wrnler, rt must be trme for
Prne Srskrns or Amcncan Goldll-nch. Last wrnter we enJoyed

large numbers of beautlful Amdrican Goldfinch. The winter
before that we had huge numbers of Pine Sisktns with a few
American Goldfinch. So far this year we are seetng mtxed
flocks of 25+ of both of thcsc brrds.

Their favorite food is thistle seed, a small seed that comes from
India and will not grow here. These birds wrll be with us

through the sprrng. Put out a thrstle feeder now and enloy thts

wlnter phenomcna

95th CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Thc 1994 MDAS Chnstmas Brrd Count will be on Saturday,

December 17. All members and interested gucsts are tnvtted to
participate Every pair of eyes can be helpful in sectng btrds;

you do not need to be an expen birder to particlpate. Last year

we had 78 field observers and 6 feeder watchers who tallicd 156

specres which rncluded a Common Poorwill, never before secn

on our count but long antrciPatcd 33,168 indlvrdual birds wcre

counted dunng t}te day.

Nationally, there are about 1600 counrc each year. Valuable
brrd population knowledge has been leamed ovcr the years. Our
count wrll cover the 15-mrlc dtameter circlc centercd near Treat

and Cowcll. Thrs rncludcs most of Mt. Diablo, Black Diamond
Mines, the Prttsburg marshes, some of Briones Park, Heather
Farms, thc suburban creeks of Alamo, Lafayette, and Walnut
Creek, and many other green places in Contra Costa County.
We a.lso need feedcr and home garden watchers.

A pot-luck dinncr will follow at the San Ramon Valley Unitcd
Methodrst Church, 902 Danvrlle Blvd., Alamo. The church is

1.3 miles south of Stone Valley Road. All members and guests

are invited to attend. The doors will be open at 5:30 p.m. and

the dinner wrll start at 6:00 p.m. Please brtng !,our own table

"-.-i-- .-,1 4 "at,?t m.in ,li.h ^.,-l-..-d a^. a r^ ln ^a^61-
olus anv servrns utensrls needcd.

Jimm Edgar is thrs year's compiler. To Pafllclpate, please sign

up at the Dccember mceting, call Jrmm at 658-2330, or return

thrs form to Jrmm at 4614 Jacobus Ave., Oakland, CA 94618,

The cost is $5 00 to cover the cxpense of publrshlng the annual

Chnstmas Count tssue of Amencan Eirds Fecdcr watchers

have no chargc.

I would prefer to brrd wrth one of the field groups on

Christmas Bird Count Day, Dccember 19, 1992.

I would prefer a hrking arca.

I would prefer a less strenuous arca.

I can monitor a feeder or garden.

Namc:

Telephone

Binocular and Spotting Scopc Scminar
Saturday, Decembcr t0

Van Gllbert, cenrficd optlcs cxpert, will give a 30 mtnute

lccture on "How to Buy Birding Optrcs" on Saturday,

December 10, at 9:30 a,m. The presentation wrll be held

at Cafe Mllano. next door to Wrld Brrds Unltmtted
Thcre wrll be many brands of blnoculars and spolting
scopes on drsplay Van will also be tn the store all day

to answer questrons. Coffce and donuts wtll be served.

As seatrng rs lrmrted, please RSVP to 798-0303.

O
Happy birding! Address:
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NEW MEMBERS

Scason's grcellngs to these ncw MDAS members whom we
hopc to meet ln person very soon. Glenn Adkrns. Sr, Roben
Alward, Edward Ball, Sandra Bates, Nancy Birrs, Kevrn Black,
C Brahney, Gretchcn Catterall. Peler, Judi, Ian, and Acacia
Clark, Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Desmond, Thomas Dcurrarte, James
Ellts, Joanne Cabcl, Robert Clcnfreld, G. Grrffrn. Harold J

Grovc, M. J. Higuera, Helen Hubbard, Lorae Hudson, Ross
Hunsrnger, Rosc Ishler, Stoney Jackson, Jeaneue Jenntngs,
Cerhard Konrad, Edrth Lazarus, Rrchard Ltsa, James Mahar,
Lynn Mallary, Shenrll Mar. Emma Martino. John Mason, J.

Mccarthy, Mrchael Moreland, Marylou Mull, Kat Nab, Paul
Ncwman, June Nye, Colleen Ozard, Pcter Rdzrnskr, Rosahnd
Rose, James Rovere, Rachel Sakalay, Stephanre Sales, Mrldrcd
Salmon, Jim Swanson, Sue Symmons, Sandee Tharp, Mary
Lou Till, Dee L Tilson. Laura Tow, Peter and Dolorcs White,
Coleltc Whrte, Patricra Wrlson, Sharon Wrng, and Kimm
Wong,

HOLIDAY GIVING

Lasl chance for the easrest grft to grve and the most fun glft to
recelve on your Chnstmas ltstl

THE 1995 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK

, Enloy t+1e 507c on travel, restaurants, theater, rcratl, servtce,
hotels?nd motels, and MUCH, MUCH more.

O

O

,+:fuitlySS Enlerrarnmen! Book can be used IMMEDIATELY
and rs avarlable at Wrld Btrds Unhmrted. 720 Contra Cosla
Blvd. Pleasant Hrll, or at the monlhly general meetrngs. Call
Barbara Vaughn at 37G8732 for more detarls.

The Quail is publrshed monthh es,cept for the conbued JLrlt/August tssue. Audubon ntembershrp tttcludes subscnptions to the
Quail and Audubon nagoTine, To join ($35/)ear mduidual, $38 Janilt,, utroducton' and senior rates at,arlable), x,rite a clrcck to
Nqnonal Audubon Societt'but send*.*ith letler or subscnption card, to the Membership Charrntan, Mike W lnu1 at ll72 larch
Aventre, Moraga, CA 94i56, The ihapter benefits finanualit'Jron ntemiershry applicctttons it processes Full Audubon nrentbershtp
s encouraged, but subscnptnn ro he Quail s'a|a able separate front membershrp at $1,\'ear. Tlte check should bc nade out lo
MDAS and nailed to the MDAS Treasurer, Pam Ketser, 5O5 Wrld Flower Place, Danwlle, CA 91526. Ftsr class mathng oJ the
Quail to mentber or nonmenrber is an additional $3 Slh'ear payable to MDAS & \e t to the Treasurer

ADDRESS CHANGES AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION. Consult M*e W lnns, (510) 376-16-tl

Barbara Burek, Editor, 157 lrlr Kennedl,Dr, Mqrtmez, CA 91553 (510) 229-0391
Exchange bulletins for MDAS ro Mt. Droblo AudLbon Socie\', P. O. Bo.r 53, Walmo Creel, CA 94597-0053, please

Mt. Drablo Audubon Socretl'
P O. Box 53

Walnul Creek. CA 94597-0053

95@

JEAN RICHMOND
I25 VIA SERENA
ALAMO CA 94507
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