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Next Screen Tour: Tﬁursday, January 11, 1962, 8 p.m. Diablo Valley
College Gymnasium. pmerson Scott wlll present
his film, "Rocky Wountain Rambles",

Next Fleld Trip: Sunday, January l4th, 9:30 a.m. Tomales Bay.

Next Meeting: Thursday, FEBRUARY 8th. The program will be
announced in the next issue of "The Qualll,

LN

Please note again that there will be no meeting in January. A vote
was taken in October to forego our Jenuary meeting, because the date
colncided with the next Audubon Wildlife Tour. We’ll see you all at
Emerson Scott’s show lnstead.

We go to Tomsles Bay reglon for our next Field Trip. Meet at 9:30
Sunday, January 14, in the parking lot next to the store in Inverness.
Our leader will probably be Carl Sather. No definite itinerary has
yet been set, but you can be sure of plenty of birds. Tomales Bay
reported the second highest number of bird specles in the nation at
the last Christmas Count (1961). Come prepared for some sloppy
footing, if there are rains just before the scheduled date.

Harry Gouden was the leader of the December Field Trip to Conn Lake,
and he makes this report:

"For the dozen Soclety members who ignored the intermittent —
though hardly dampening — rains, the Conn Lake Trip proved
egain why it 1is among our best. With but few exceptions
(Green Heron, Snow Goose, Gadwall, and Widgeon), we saw what
we came to see; and for my younger guests, David Petrie of
Walnut Creek and Dick Rieser and Mike Smallwood (both Lapgle
Scouta) of Orinda, it was an outstanding experience. Dorothy
counted 71 specles, The Goldeneye, Screech Owl, and Downy
Woodpecker haven’t been reported as far back ass our ?57 reports.

"Birds observed: Horned, LKared, Western, and Pied-billed
Grebes; Double—crested Cormorant; Great Blue Heron; Whistling Swan
(6 this year); Canada Goose; Green—winged Teal (1); Mallard; Wood
(1 pair), Ring-necked, and Ruddy Ducks; Shoveler; Common Goldeneye
(1); Bufflehead; Cormon Merganser; Turkey Vulture; Cooper’s, Red—
talled, and Red—shouldered Hawk; Kestrel; California Quail;
Ring.necked Pheasant; Coot; Killdeer; Ring-billed Gull; Rock Dove;
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a dead 3eresch Owl; Belted Kingflsher; Red—shafted Jicker; Acorn,
Downy, and Nuttall’s Woodpocker; Black and Say’s Phoebe; Scrub Jays
Crow; Plain Titmouse; Bushtit; White—breastoed Nuthateh; Wrentit;
Bewlcks»s and Rock Wren; Mockingbird; Robin; Hermit Thrush; Western
Bluebird; Ruby-crowned hinglet; Water Pipit; Cedar Waxwing; Logrer—
head Shrike; Starling; Audubonss Warbler; House Sparrow; Western
Meadowlark; Red—winged and Brewer’s Blackbird; Purple and House
Finch; l.esssr Goldfineh; Rufous—sided and Brown Towhee; Oregon
Junco; Savannah, White—crownsd, Golden—crowned, Fox, Lincoln’s,

and Song Sparrows.,"

248w

A good turnout of 31 members and guests at our lecember meeting took
an armchalr trip to the Chiricshua and Huachuca lountaing in S.k.
Arizona with the members of our Soclety who went there last May.
Harry Adamson first oriented us with an excellent map of the area
on the blackboard, and then narrated the Wilder and Adamson plctures
projected by Roy Glotfelty. Outstanding were the hummingbird
pictures taken by the Adamsons. The lecture was concluded by

the showing of several slides of Arizona birds,

H. E. Davis and daughter Sharon, of 1851 Del Monte Court in Walnut
Creek, came to thls meeting as guests and went home as members.

Jane Nemetz gave a report on the Heather Pond pollubtion problem.
Correspondence and conferences with those involved indicated that
the cutting of the ditch from the Rancho San liiguel tract and
draining into Heather Pond was apparently due to the lack of
communication between the Flood Control District and the Public
Vliorks snd Park and Recreation Depnrtments of Walnut Creek. We
have assurances that it wor’t hapnen again, However, Jane called
our attention to the possibility that the Fish and Game may kill
off the "trash fish" in the Pond. This seems pointless, since
fishing is not nermitted in the pond to begin with. The Pond 1is
a valuable museum of limnology and the habitat of a complete cycle
of aquatic and bird 1ife just the way it is.

Sometimes the killing of "trash fish" can be carried too far,

Carl Buchheister, President of the Wational Audubon Soclety, told
the Annual Audubon Gonvention recently of a plan in the works
whereby fish technicians of Wyoming and Utah plan to dump 70 tons
of rotenone poison into 475 miles of the Green River and its
tributariea to kill off the "trash fish", in order that the lske
sbove the new Flaming Gorge Dam can be restocked with "sport fish".
Mr. Buchholster said that this could lead to the extinction of
three species of fish found nowhere else on earth — at & cost of
31%3,000! Is this necessary?

Water pollution in the Bay Area beceme front page news early in
Decomber, when heavy rains washed oil and asphalt from a road
construction project in Qakland into Lake Merritt. Hundreds of
ducks and geese became sick with pneumonia, and many died. Even
some that were de—oiled by sympathetic citizens and put in cages
were later killed or stolen by warped individuals.
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Other geese had thelr troubles last month. One night, thousandsa of
them got fog-bound and knocked down enough distribution lines to cause
power failures in Gorning, Gerber, and Redding. PG&E says that it
was the first blackout caused by geese in Northern Calilfornia.

This seems to be an odd winter for Sierra bilrds, Bleanor Pugh
reports that in addition to the Townsend Solitaires that have been
reported in Walnut Creek, they have also been seen on Mt. Diablo
and even in Golden Gate Park. Harry Adamson has been seelng
Evenlng Grosbeaks again this winter. And there have been many
reports on Clark Nutcrackers — not only in this area but as far
south as San Diego and all up and down the Coastal countiles.
Monterey Audubon reports that sightings on the Peninsula thils

year are comparable to the winters of 1946—47 and 1956—56. The
oplnion has been expressed that a poor food supply in the mountains,
brought on by the drought of recent years, has forced them Into a
more favorable environment.

#leanor Pugh also reminded us at the meeting that there wlll be
another natlonwlde inventory of Bald Hagles between January 5th
and 15th. If you see some during these days, let the Soclsty know.

L N

Congress resumes work ln early January, sc before too long there
mlght be some action on the controversial Wilderness Bill, which
passed the Senate in September. A hearing in Sacramento brought
strong endorsement from Governor Brown’s Adminlstration and from
spokesmen for conservatlon and outdoor groups.

The Natlonal Park Serviece 1s advocating a 57,000 acre Prarie National
Park In Kaensas. On g recent inspectlion tour of the site, Interior
Secretary and NPS Director Wirth were ordered off the land by irate
farmers. Desplte such local opposition, there 1s s nationwide
feeling that a representative sample of the original Americaen prarie
should be reserved.

A 3tate Senate fact finding commlttee has been holding hearings on
State Parks, and it has been urged to pass a bill to promote a

hundred million dollar bond issue to buy and develop recreational
aresas. Mt. Diablo 1s one such aren. Oout of 60,000 acres on the
mountain, the State so far owns 2160 acres and subdividers and industry
have already acquired over 8,000 acres.

Marin Audubon Informs us that Golden Gate Audubon has voted to
collaborate fully with them on the Canyon Ranch project. It has
been tentatively declded %o form an independent organization to
acquire the ranch., Mrs. Laurel Reynolds, who showed us a screen
tour plcture two years ago, has agreed to make a 15-minute film
on Canyon Ranch.

Ed Mlze (Editor) ..., 12556 Mt. Disblo Street, Concord ... MU 2-9786
0fficers of Mt. Diablo Audubon Society:

Preslident.. Beth Reynolds, 555 La Vista Rd. Walnut Creek, YE 5-1813
Secretary.. Jane Nemetz, 2822 San Antonio Dr. Walnut Creek, YK 43295
Programs... Roy Glotfelty, 35576 Powell Drive,Lafayette, 284—4014
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Next_Meetings: Thursdey, February 8th, 1962, 8 p.m. Room 211, Life
Science Building, Diablo Valley College. Vi Beitzel
will show pictures of the Navajo and Hopi Country.

Next Fleld Trip: Sunday, February llth, 9:15 a.m. Terminous Island,.
Meeot at Thornton. Bev Wilder leader.

Next_Screen Tour: Wednesday, February 14th, 8 p.m. Diablo Valley
Gymnasium. Howard Cleaves showlng "Animels are
Exciting®.

s e e

. Program Chairmen Roy Glotfelty has arranged for us to see some more of
Vi Beitzel’s outstanding color photography again. Vi has this to say
about her presentation:
"My cemera will present to you a picture of "Indlan Country", taken
in the Navajo and Hopi Indian Reservatlion of Northern Arizone.
You will see the dry and arid land that these people must live in.
You will also see some of the beauty of this land, by taking a
trip by jeep through beautiful Canyon de Chelly and Canyon del
Muerto. Another 4-wheel—drive trip will take you through the
wonderful Monument Valley near the Utah border. This trip was
mede in July when beautiful picture clouds are in the sky and |
just befdre the real summer rains arrive in August. The Indlan
Country is high in elevation, mostly from 6000 to over 7000 feot
on their new paved highways, so the weather 1s quite comfortable
and makes a trip there rewarding. The color slides will be
presented with taped musical background and comments by the
photographer", )
Roy suggests once- again that we bring our friends along to enjoy thils
scenic armchalr tour.

We return again to the Delta Reglon for our next fleld trip. . Last year
the group was well rewarded with the sightings of geese, curlews,
Whistling Swans, Sandhill Cranes, etc. As before, meet at the
Cafe at Thornton at 9:15. To get there: Turn right at Rlo Vista

. Bridge and drive east. b miles beyond the Terminous sign, turn left
at the Thornton sign. Drive to Thornton.

Our next Wildlife Tour speeker, Howard Cleaves, has been wlth us many
times before. fis next plcture jumps from the canyons of New York City
to the peaks of the Canadlan Rockies,. ; H
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The Tomales Bay Fleld Trip was a huge success. About 30 members and
guests, including several youngsters, braved a crisp morning to go
birding under favorable conditions. ‘They were also treated to the
cavorts of about 20 sealions, who apparently were finding Tomales Bay
herring a delicacy.

Carlyle Sather, co-lesader with Bev Wilder, reports on the trip as follows:
"y large turnout of members and friends enjoyed a beautiful day

of birding on Tomales Bay. 82 specles of birds were seen along with

a Rock Sandpiper at Duncan’s Landing by a fortunate few of us.

"Birds observed: Common, Arctic, and Red—throated Loons; Horned,
Eared, Western, and Pied-billed Grebes; White Pelican; Double—crested
and Brandt’s Cormorants; Great Blue and Black-crowned Night Heronsj
Common and Snowy Egrets; Mallard; Pintail; American Widgeon; Redhead;
Canvasback; Lesser Scaup; Common Goldeneye; Bufflehead; White—winged
and Surf Scoters; Ruddy Duck; Hooded and Red—breasted Mergansersj
Turkey Vulture; Red—talled and Red—shouldered and Sparrow Hawks;

Coot; Killdeer; Black~bellled Plover; Surfbird; Black Turnstonej;
Willet; Rock aend Least Sandpipers; Dunlin; Marbled Godwit; Sanderling;
Avocet; Glaucous-winged, Western, California, Ring~billed, and Mew?’s
Gulls; Anna’s Hummingbird; Belted Kingfisher; Red—shafted Fllcker;
Acorn Woodpecker; Black and Say’s Phoebe; Horned Lark; Steller’s and
Scrub Jays; Raven; Crow; Chestnut—backed Chickadee; Common Bushtit;
Wrentit; Bewick’s Wren; Robin; Varied Thrush; Hermit Thrush; Western
Bluebird; Ruby—crowned Kinglet; Loggerhead Shrike; Starling; Audubon?’s
Warblerxz; House Sparrow; Western Meadowlark; Redwinged and Brewer?’s
Blackbird; Purple Finch and House Finch; Rufous—sided end Brown
Towhee; Oregon Junco; White—crowned, Golden-crowned, Fox, and Song
Sparrows."

Birds have been in the news this past month — especilally the robins.

One report said that they got so drunk on ripe berries in Los Altos

that they almost acted human. Another report that they were so

filled with berries between Pittsburg and Antioch that they didn’t

get altitude fast enough and were clobbered by cars on the freeway.

And down near Watsonville they dld considerable damage eating red

berries on a holly farm — a crime generally credited to the Cedar

Waxwingse. «.. In Sonoma and Humboldt Counties the ravens have been
branded as killers preying on lambs and ewes. More than 400 lambs

and ewes were lost last year, according to the Calif. Dept. of Agrlculture.

Here in our own group we hear that: The Schads were vislted by 8
Evening Grosbeaks for the first time. ... One of our highly esteemed
members observed birds viewing themselves in a pool and jumping back

2 inches in surprise, so she went over and looked in the pool xi and
jumped back 2 feet. ... The Rufus Johnsons are plamming a forelgn

trip. .. Bov Wilder will call some "do—se—do"s at a Folk Dance

benefit dance Feb. 10 at College Park High — proceeds to the Mt. Diablo
Therapy Center ... Harry Couden and Ed Mize are part of a dance band
playing at a beneflt dance Feb. 17 at Del Valle High — proceeds into

a projected swimming pool.

.l.'

[



December 31 began cold and foggy for the 25 members and friends of
Mt. Diablo Audubon Soclety on their annual count.

1961 Christmas Gount

(Lynn Farrar, Compiler)

2, 52

It was really

miserable early, and too much cannot be said for those who braved

the elements to particlpate in this, the eighth count.
was memorable in these respects:

highest for many years; four new species were found; 35 speciles

had the greatest numbers ever recorded; and one speclies seen and
reported has never been known in Central Contra Costa County before.
A total of 119 species were listed, tying last year’s record.

In addition, two more were seen during the count perlod.

If the

The count
the number of birders was the

p.3

new bird is added, a new record can be claimed, but I will leave that
In the complete list

below, underlined birds are new on the count and underlined numbers
are the highest recorded.

to those who are better qualifled than myself,

BEared Grebe 4
Pied-bllled Grebe 49
White Pelican 16
Dbl—Cr. Cormorant 35
Gt. Blue Heron 1
Common sgret 4
Snowy dgret 14
Amer. Bittern 1
Whistling Swan 4
Canada Goose 18l
Wht-Frntd Goose 100
Sriow Goose — 1
Mallard b4
Gadwall 2
Pintail 5254
Green—-wing Teal q
Cinnamon Teal 1
Amer., Wldgeon 2000
Shoveler 3500
Ring-neck Duck 32
Canvasback 292
Lesser Scaup 2
Comm.Goldeneye 1
Bufflehead 3
Ruddy Duck 269
Hood.Merganser 4
Turkey Vulture 4
Wht-Tailed Kite 12
Sharp—shin Hawk l
Cooper’s Hawk 3
Red—tailed Hawk 19
Marsh Hawk 11
Sparrow Hawk 64
Calif. Quall 601

Ring.neck Pheas., 7

Comm.Gallinule 4

Amer. GCoobt 208
Killdeer 116
Common Snipe 56

grtr.Yellowlegs 16
Lst. Sandpiper 38

Dunlin 360
Amer. Avocet 43
Glauc—wing Gull 150
Western Gull 25
Herring Gull 3
Calif. Gull 12056

Ring-bill Gull ~704

Bonaparte Gull 120
Band—tail Pign ~1L
Mourning Dove 48
Barn Owl 2
Screech Owl 1
Grt.Horned Owl 11
Burrowing Owl 2

Short—ear 0wl 1
Wht—throat Swiftl97
Anna Hummingbd 15
Belted Kingfish 2
Red—shaft Flick 190
Acorn Wdpecker 38
Lewls Wdpecker 10
Ylw—bld Sapskr
Hairy Wdpecker
Downy Wdpecker
NuttalwWdpecker
Black Phoebe

Say?s Phoebe

Horned Lark

Steller Jay 1

1< en 0 ol

b o

Scrub Jay 89
Common Crow 4
Plain Titmouse _94
Common Bushtit bl
Wht—brst Nuthatch 34
Red~brst Nuthatch 1
Wrentlt 10
Bewick’s Wren i0
Ing—bld Marsh Wren 10
Mockingbird 39
Calif. Thrasher 7
Robin 5829
Varied Thrush 2
Hermit Thrush 48
Western Bluebird 46
Townsend Solltaire 2
Gold—<rwd Kinglet 24
Ruby-crwd Kinglet 28
Water Pipit B20
Cedar Waxwing 4041
Loggerhd Shrike 32
Starling 212
Hutton’s Vireo 2
Audubon Warbler 185
Townsend Warbler 1l
Yellowthroat 2
House Sparrow 408
West .Meadowlark 688
Red—wngd Blackbrd 7131
Tricolor Blackbrd 2500
Brewer’s Blackbrd 2419
Brwn—head Cowbird 6
Purple Finch 10
House Finch 394
Pine Siskin 5

b
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Amer.Goldfinch 524 Lark Sparrow 8 White—crndSparrow 1253
Less.Goldfinch 885 Ruf—ecrwndSparrow 2 Golden—crndsparrow 93956
Ruf-sideTowhee 78 Sage Sparrow 1 Fox Sparvow 40
Brown Towhee 118 Slate—clrdjunco 1 Lincoln Sparrow 1
Saven,Sparrow 39 Oregon Junco 917 Song Sparrow 66

During the count period, Common Merganser and Rock VWren were seen.

New birds were found as follows: Whistling Swen by B Wilder, Adamsons,
Shackelfords, Nize, Davises; Snow Goose by Farrar and Wilder; Clnnamon
Teal by the Adamsons; Townsend’s Solitaire by the Adamsons and Eleanor
Pugh’s parties — also the next day this reporier had one at the Norton—
ville Coal Mine. The Weatern Gulls were reported by Vi Beitzel and
Bev Wilder. This specles is tremendously interesting in that it is
not known to go even to San Pablo Reservoir with the other gulls. It
is not known to me farther sast than Pinole, and a search of all local
records of blrders reveals the same. While it is pleassant to contem—
plate new birds for the aresa, I would rather be censured for conserva-
tism in listing something brand new than acquire the reputation that a
slster club in the South has. I would be very pleased to hear of any
other serious sightings of Western Gulls in the Central County area.
This gull is relatively easy to ldentify because of its large slze and
Ylack (actually slatey) mantle. However, all gulls can be tricky, and
there 1s so much difference between young and mature birds that only
pure adult birds should be considered except by an expert. An easy
way to get acquainted with the Western Gull is to go to the Richmond
garbage dump (with a gas mask) and see them in all plumages.

Excuse the long report, but the count seems to warrant 1t. kvery partiy
had something to add as a new specles or a new high number. The climax
to the day was sharing the hospitality of Jane and Frank Nemekz, at
whose house we held the get—together for food and the final tally.

The mulled wine tasted exceptionally good after the chilling dey, and
the delicilous food prevented my diet from getting off the ground.

One last thanks to everybody, and an extra bit to Bev Wilder for

guiding me across the Pacheco Sewage Plant tpond". ‘Those shoes will
never be the same. {Lynn Farrar)

L N J

And thils interesting bird observatlon comes from Harry Adamson:

"0n Jan. 6th while I was a guest of Mr, William Nittler, who 1s
Gunsmith for Abercrombie & Filtch in San Franclisco, we went duck hunting
at his club on thé Suisun marshes and during the morning he shot an
immature Snow Goose. On picking up the bird I noticed that 1t was
banded, and, on examining the band more closely, found that 1t had been
banded in the Soviet Union. The band has three words in Russlan
across the top and the word Moskwa and a number on the bottom. AS
Betty and I hold a Federal Banders Permit, Mr. Nittler has given the
band to us to send to the Banding Headquarters at Patuxent, Maryland.

"slso a fleld observation of some rarity — although there has
been a known invasion of the lowlands this winter, including two on our
Christmas Count — just 15 minutes ago (12/8) I had a Townsend Soldtalre
in a gottonwood tree in our backyard, my first Lafayette record since
1952,

Ed Mize (Editor) ... 1265 Mt. Diablo Street, Concord ... MU 2-9788
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Next Meeting: Thursday, March 8th, 8 p.m. Room 211, Life Science
Bullding, Diablo Valley College. Lee Stallcup
will show his "Galifornia Contrasts". Prior to
the meeting, at 6:30 p.m., there will be a no-host
dinner at "E1 Charro" restaurant in Lafeyette.

Next Fisld Trip: Sundeay, Merch 1llth, 8:30 a.m., Sunocl area, and
possibly Calaveras Dam. Meet at Sunol Water Temple.
Ellzabeth 0’Mearsa and gngra Lusebrink leaders.

Next Screen Tour: Monday, March 12th, 8 p.nm. Diablo Valley College
Gymnasium, Cleveland Grant wlll show his "Heart
of the Wild", which deals primarily with the big
game and birds in Manitoba mershes and in the Rockies.,

Future Trips: April 28th and 29th, to Monterey.
May 6th, to Patterson Pass.

Program Chalrman Roy Glotfelty has this to say about March 8th:
"For those who are interested, we are planning a no—host dinner
no later than 6:30 p.m. on March 8 at the "El C? o", (This
is a highly recommended restsursnt on the easte gﬁgf Lafayette,
on Mt. Dlablo Blvd., and serves moderately seasoned, excellent,
Mexlcan food at reasonable prices.) Lee Stallcup and his wife
wlll be our guests. Many of you have probably seen Lee on the
Job at the Oakliend Park Department duck—banding station at Lake
Merritt. He 13 a life—long enthusilast of conservation. After
dinner, Lee will show his "Cslifornla Contrasts" at our regular
meeting place at Diablo Valley College. (Lee says that "this 1s
to be an account of about 20 years of roaming up and down the
State, vertically as well as horizontally. No season is
neglected, because beauty knows no season®.) All are 1nvited
to the dimner snd/or the meeting.

e o8

Elizabeth OsMeara 1s having difficulty getting clearances from the 8
S.F. Water District, so it isn’t certiin yet just where we will go
birding on March 11. We will meet at the Sunol ‘/ater Temple at 83:30.
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This is on Highway 21, 9 miles south of Dublin, at the spot where the
road forks to San Jose and Niles., We may go into country new to us,
formerly known as the Brinker Ranch and scheduled to be called the
Sunol Regional Park. I% lies up Sunol Valley, off Geary Road.

LR N

Members attending our last meeting were stunned to hear that our able
and popular Presldent, Beth Reynolds, was in a Berkeley hospital re—
covering from major surgery. She has since returned home, and now
she and her husband, Jack, are down at Palm Springs, where Beth will
recuperate at her mother’s home. Beth 1s doing well, and has the
best wishes of all the members of our Society.

L N

Vice President, Roy Glotfelty, substituted for Beth at our February
meeting. Our speakers, Vi and Dick Beitzel, showed us some excellent
pictures of the Arizona Indian Country, with emphasis on the Canyon
de Chelly and Monument Valley portions of the Navajo country. Many
of us have been to the fringe of the Navajo and Hopi country, but the
Beitzels took us into the colorful back-country.’ Gorgeous colors

did justice to spectacular scenery, and Vi’s taped comments helped
explain the sights we saw.

LB NN ]

Here is Leader Bev Wilder’s report on the Thornton-Deltas Area field
trip, held February 11:

"At 9:15 a.m., 7 carloeds of eager Mt. Diablo Auduboners and their
friends (many young ones) met at the Dole Cafe, Thornton, to start =
great birding day under threatening skies. A great day to greet
Sally and Tommy Stellar back to our trips! 23 of us left the Gafe
end went out the game farm roaed, with a stop to sse a meager group
of Shovellers, Then on to the levee, our first good stop, where a
ralr of Wood Ducks flew up and Lynn had an esgle. Along the levee
to a "great stop"! Below us in the field, Cranes were dancing and
calling for us, and others were wheeling about overhead to lend —
perhaps 50 in sight at one time. fixcellent vlews under clearing
skies, with lots of light for scopes. Then a flight of White-
fronted Geese went by with two larger goese clearly distinguishable.
They 1it in the field and there we had the relatively rare sub—species,
the Tule Goose (4 during the day). A swing with the scope revealed
e flock of Canadsa Geese, with 3 distinet sizes — Western, Lesser, and
Cackling. Thence on to the bridge for a turn—eround stop, more
good birding, mostly small birds. On then to Woodbridge Road for
shore birds in the field — and we saw Dowitchers, Greater Yellowlegs,
and an Avocet, Rushing on to Terminous to arrive before the ferry
shuts down for lunch, It 1s limlted to only 6 people, so we bribe
the ferryman to take us over during his lunch hour (and he only works
perhaps a half hour per day, tool), and we had to hide one younister
8o that an extra trip wasn’t necessary. Then our second great stop
on the levee looking down on thousands of "specklebellies" and perhaps
500 swans, Really fine scope views while we ate, including the
courting flight of a pair of White—~tailed Kites, and to watch a
Gallinule whille the ferry plied back and forth. Thence down on the
flat for another stop to see thousands more White—fronted Geese and
Swens and many Snow Geese. Another good day in the delta areal
The Glotfelty car had a valr of Red—shouldered Hawks on the river road.



The day wresulted in 85 specles, plus 3 sub—species or races, plus
unldentified peeps. A nearly perfect day for scopes — unlimited
visibility, a broken overcast with plenty of light, not too cold,
very little thermal wave problem — the best weather we have had
on this trip for many years.

"Birds observed: Pled—billed Grebe; Whistling Swan; Canada
Goose (Western, Lesser, and Cackling)}; White—fronted (and Tule)
Goose; Snow Goose; Mallard; Pintail; Shoveler; Ruddy Duck; White—
talled Kite; Red—tailed, Red—shouldered, Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks;
Golden iagle; California Quail; Ring—necked Pheasant; Sandhill
Crane; Common Gallinule; Coot; Killdeer; Snipe; Greater Yoellowlegs;
Dowltcher, Long-—billed; Avocet; California Gull; Ring—-billed Gull;
Unldentified Peep; Mourning Dove; Burrowlng Owl; Short—eared Owl;
White—throated swift; Anna’s Hummingbird; Belted Kingfisher;
Red—shafted Flicker; Acorn and Downy Woodpeckers; Black Phoebe;
Violet—green and Tree Swallows; Scrub Jay; CGrow; Plain Titmouse;
Long~billed Marsh Wren; Mockingbird; Robin; Hermit Thrush; Western
Bluebird; Pipit; Loggerhead Shrike; Audubon’s Warbler; House
Sparrow; Western Meadowlark; Red—winged and Brewer?’s Blakkbirds;
House Finch; Lesser Goldfinch; Rufous—sided Towhee; Savannah and
Lark Sparrows; Oregon Junco; White—crowned, Golden—crowned, Fox,
and Song Sparrows."

Monterey Field Trip: Saturday, April 28, and Sunday, April 29, 1962,

Ferd Ruth, leader of this Field Trlip, has arranged an interesting
Program, More details will appear 1n the next quail. We will
first meet at the loss Landing Jetty Road at 10:30 Saturday to take
advantage of a low tide an hour later. From there we go to the
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History. Dinner at 5:30 for those
interested in fine dining at Cerritos on the 0ld Wharf at Monterey.
At 8 p.m. we can see an oleo play at the First Theatre in Monterey.
Reservations will be necessary at both Cerritos snd the Theatra s
and Ferd wants these in by March 8. He wants s firm reservation
and not just a Tmaybe™, On Sunday there will be a hike at Point
Lobos State Park, from 9 a.m. until noon, in which we will study
many forms of natural history, including animals, plants, and tide
pools, as well as birds. Ferd says that he will be taking in all
these activities, even iIf he is the only one present — which hardly
seems likely. He recognizes, too, that not all families will have
the time or the money to attend all the gatherings he has planned,
but you are welcome to any portion of the schedule. So send in
the following form by mail by March 8th, so he can make his plans
and reservations, The nearest camping is at Sunset Beach State
Park near Watsonvlille, or at Big Sur state’ Park, but Ferd recommends
that you stay in a motel on the Monterey Peninsula lor convenience.,

Send to Ferd Ruth, 43 Cuesta Way, Walnut Creek, by March &th:
MONTSRAY PENINSULA FPIRLD TRIP DATA SLIP

Names of Partr Members:

Number in Party: Adults Children

—— — -

¥
Number of reservations for Cerritos on Sat. Eve. at 550

Number of reservations for Fircth Theatre at #1.85_

{0



Here 1s a vreliminary announcement to let you know that the May Field
Trip to Patberson Pass {east of Livermore) will be held on May 6,

the Sunday before our May meeting and only one week ofter the
Montercy Trip. More details will be in the next juail. Harry
Adomson will be the leader. You will be asked to contact him in
April, because the trip could be cancelled if not enough interest
were showne.

»esw

Harry Couden recently returned from a Florida business trip and
managed to squeeze in some birding in Corkscrew Swemp, Key Largo,
Miami Bay, and Florida Bay (on weekends, of course ). Here are
some of Harry?s observations on one of these trips:

"Birding climax was an Audubon Wildlife Tour (No. 1) in Florida
Bay, at the southern tip of the State. Here, in single view
and amidst a cacephony reminiscent of some Willows-Gridley
experiences, were nesting colonles of Roseate Spoonbills,

Brown Pelicans, Little Blue Herons, and Great White Herons; and
presiding above all this, in motlonless soaring, two Man-o’..War
Birds. While we were watching, a Bald uagle flew partly around
and over the rookery, during all of which time he was dive—
bombed by an Osprey, whose nest was probably one of the several
we had already observed, The tour yielded 55 species'.

Ferd Ruth announced at our last meeting that Mr. and Mrs. John
Porterfield asre agailn awarding, through the Mt. Diablo Audubon
Soclety, two half—scholarships, which will enable two teachers

or students in natural history to take training at the Audubon
Camp at the 3Sugar Bowl for two weeks this summer., Past experi-—
ence has shown that the Porterfield awards result in the develop—
ment of two conservation enthusiasts each year, We appreciate
the generous offer,

Two of our supportera have left us. We heard at our February
meeting that A. 0. Cooperrider, the first President of our Society,
died earlier in the month, Also, we heard that Alexander ILindsay,
of Seven Hills Ranch, had passed awey from a heart condition.

Ferd Ruth informed us that iir. Lindsay, in his short life of 43
years, had devoted almost full time to Civic pro jects — many of
them dealing with conservation — and that he was a strong supporter
of the Junior Museum project.

Plan to vote on June 5, Then you will have the chance to approve a
7 1/2 million dollar bond issue for the development of the County
Park system. Our county 1s growing, and we can have s good system
of parks within easy driving distance, if you and enough of your
friends will support a strong "Yus" vote on June 5. Would you pay
12¢ a month to have a commendable Contra Costa Park system?

o9 e

The Pt. Reyes Park bill stalled in the House, through lack of a
subcomnittee quorum — rossibly just a matter of a few minutes., /]
lleanwhile Marin Supervisors have approved the 6th subdivision

In the provosed Point Reyes Natlonnl Seashore Park site.

LI

Kd NMize (Bditor) ... 1255 Mt. Diablo Street, Concord ... MU 29786
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Next Meetings Phursday, April 12th, 8 p.m. Room 211, Life Science
Bullding, Diablo Valley College. George Whitney
will give an illustrated talk about Mt. Diablo.‘

Next Fileld Trip: Weokend of April 28th & 29th, to Monterey Peninsula.

Future Trips: May 6th, to Del Puerto Canyon.
June 17th, to Plne Canyon.

L LI

OQur Program Chairmen this year, Roy Glotfelty, has intentlonally and,
frequently given us the opportunity to learn something about natural
history while we are being entertained at the meetings. In thils
same spirit he has arranged for us to hear something about ocur own
backyard in April, for he says:

"NMt. Diablo has been enjoyed by many of us in years gone by; and
yet there are, no doubt, many things about this interesting and
beautiful mountain that we have yet té learn and see. What, for
instance, is the geological story of the mountaln? What beautiful
wild flowers have we not yet seent Just where does the Spanish
history of this area fit 1n?% George Whitney, who has lived in
our area for the past 20 years, has a grsat interest in Mt. Diablo
and will answer many of our questions at our next meeting. In
doing so, he will also show many beautiful slides. 1 suggest
that you come early to ensure yourself a seat. And don’t forget
the frienda! See you on the mountain.”

The April fileld trip will be two weeks later than usual because of

Easter Week. On the weekend of April 28th and 29th we go to the
Monterey arsa. Ferd Ruth is the leader, and he has received enough

of a response from the members to be able to report Mall signals GO".

. Although he wanted all dinner and theatre reservatlions in a few webéks

ago, Ferd says that doesns*t stop anyone from going to the events at

the last minute and taking a chance — after all there might be a [ %
cancellatlion here and there. Nor does 1t stop anyone from taking



part in only some of the weekend events. In fact there might be
some members who will just go down for the day. There have been
. no changes in Ferd’s schedule; and here 1t i1s once more:

Saturday, April 28th:

10130 a.m. MWMeet at Moss Landing Jetty Road. Look for Ferd’s
black and whlte Buick at Jetty Road entrance about
1/4 mile north of bridge at Moss Landing. Low
tlde is 11:30 a.m. This stop will be primarily
of lnterest to birders.

2:00 -~ 3:00 p.m. Meet at Pacific Grove Natural History Museum.

5:30 p.m, Dinner at% Cerritos on the 0ld Wharf 1in Monterey.

8:00 pom, Flrst Theatre at Monterey, to see a mellerdrama of
1860 vintage.

Sundey, April 29th:
9:00 — Ncoon. Point Loboas State Park hike, where we will study
a8 variety of natural history subjects.

Bring your own lunch, lncluding drink, on Saturday. You will need
warm clothes for the outdoor activities, and a change for the evening.
Come prepared to enjJoy yourselves, To get to Moss Landing, below
Watsonville, either take the road through Los Gatos and Santa Cruz,
or go down 101l to Gilroy, then turn right and go over Hecker Pass.
It?s sbout a hundred miles to Watsonville. Camping, though
egonomical, mlght be rigorous, and you would likely miss soms of
the events. Nearest 3tate Parks: Sunset Bsach, New Brighton

. Beach, or Big Sur, There are several motels in the Monterey &
Pacific Grove areas, buit they aren’t cheap, although some might
8till have "off' season" rates, If you have sent in a dinner or
theatre reservation to Ferd Ruth and find your plans have since been
changed, let him know at YE 4-8803. '

Only one week later we have another Fileld Trip planned. This has
been scheduled for early in May, before the May meeting, to have a
better chance of seeing birds in the Patterson Pass area, and to avoid
& Motherss Day confliect. Harry Adamson 1s the Leader, and here are
his directions for the Del Puerto Canyon trip:
0n Sunday, May 6th, meet at the Flagpole in Livermore at 7:30 A.M.
(The days are long at this time of the year, and the birds are
most active from 6 to 9 A.M.). We will bird the Arroyo Mocho
(orioles, Phainopepla, Golden Eagle, Yellow-billed Magpies,
Lewls Woodpecker, possibllities), then ecross the backbone of
the Coast Range and drop into an arid canyon opening into the
San Joagquln Valley. Here we sometimes find Costa Hummingbirds,
a desert specles which reaches 1ts northern limit in this section
of Stanislaus County, Be sure you have more than half a tank of
Eaaoline - preferably a full tEﬁE — as there are no f1iling stations
etween Livermore and Patterson in the Central Valley. Bring
lunches, canteens or other drinking containers {(dry country),
blnoculars, telescopes and friends."
. If you decide to go, call Harry C. Adamson at 283-2164. Save these
directions, because the May Quail might be out after the trip.

\
LE N N J
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Elizabeth C. O’Meara plloted us on our last outing, to the Calaveras
. Dam srea. This 1s her report:

"The Society made 1t’s annual trek to the S.F. Water District’s
Water Temple and Calaveras Reservolr, adding the new South
Alameda Gounty Reglonal Park at the end of the day. As usual,
the Temple ylelded the greatest number of species, some 33.
Raln preceded us up the canyon, but we stayed dry. On the road
to the Dam, the kites were in their proper place (three this year)
but the deer were absent. Woodpeckers were in short supply, and
the Lewls Woodpecker was conspleuous by its absence. Seelng six
separate Golden Eagles was the highlight of the day. Two of
these were up towards the end of the Reservoir, on a promontory
where we had seen them last year. One 1lit on top of an ocak tree
long enough for Bev Wilder to get a picture, and everyone was able
to get a view of the esgle’s beautiful colors through Bev’s power—
ful scope. Jack and Beth Reynolds joined us for a brief run
through the new park and up to the Mendoza Ranch. We only spotted
four new birds there: Rough—legged Hawk, 9 Pelicans flying high,
Rough—winged Swallow, and a Lesser Scaup.

"Birds observed: White Pelican; Double—crested Cormorant; Great
Blue Heron; Mallard; Lesser Scaup; Common Merganser; Turkey Vulture;
White—talied Kite; Sharp—shinned Hawk; Cooper’s Hawk; Red-tailed Hewk;
Rough-—legged Hawk; Golden Eagle; Sparrow Hawk; California Quail;
California Gull; Band-—tailed Pigeon; Rock Dove; Mourning Dove; White--
throated Swift; Red—shafted Flicker; Acorn Woodpecker; Black Phoebe;

. Say’s Phoebe; Horned Lark; Violet—green and Rough-winged X Swallows;
Yellow-billed Magpile; Steller’'s and Scrub Jays; Chestnut-backed
Chickadee; Plain Titmouse; Common Bushtit; White-breasted Nuthatch;
Rocl: Wren; Mockingbird; Robin; Varied and Hermit Thrush; Western
Kingbird; Ruby-crowned Kinglet; Cedar Waxwing; Loggerhead Shrike;
Audubonss Warbler; House Sparrow; Western Meadowlark; Red-~-winged and
Brewerss Blackbirds; House Finchj lLesser Goldfinch; Rufous—sided and
Brown Towhee; Oregon Junco; Lark, White—crowned, Golden—crownsd, and
Song Sparrows."

L L

Cleveland Grant showed two films at the last Audubon Wildiife Tour

of the season. One reel showed us the work and preparation that
went into making the celebrated "Anvil Chorus" battering ram sequences
in Disneyss "Vanishing Prarie"; the other film showed seversl nesting
waterfowl at the Delta Refuge on Lake Manitobsa.

A feature of the program was the presentation of the John and Alice
Porterfield Awards, through the Mt. Diablo Audubon Soclety, to xix five
Dlaeblo Valley College students for outstanding performance and
interest in natural history. The two top awards went to Marjorie
Short and Jim Hannan, each given a half—scholarship to the San Jose
State Western School of Nature Study. (Originally it had been
planned to give half—scholarships to the Audubon Camp at the Sugar
Bowl, but the Audubon Camp was suddenly cancelled, because of some

. scheduled construction work at the Sugar Bowl.) In addition, the
Portflelds gave coples of Palmer’s "Field Book of Natursl History"
to Betty Nelson, Rene Roloff, and. Pat Erman., Our sincere thanks to 4
the Porterfields for this stimulus to nature study at the College.
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Prior to ocur March meeting, about 20 members and guests met at the

"E] Charro" restaurant in Lafayette for good fellowship and food, before
going to the regular meeting, where Lee Stallcup showed some excellent
pictures to about 40 members and guests. Lee’s plctures, titled
"Galifornia Contrasts", were skillfully arranged — in some cases,

for instance, he showed the same locatlion at different times of the
Year. He also showed us what it looks llke up on top of some of
those mountalna, and then plctured various trees, flowers, birds,

and problems in the lowlands. To quote Mr. Stallcup, "There 1s aso
much beauty around us®, Meanwhlle In the background, the beeping
Californlie toads puzzled the speaker and most of the audience, untll
Ferd Ruth educated us on the hebits of toads. At this meeting,

the Society voted 25 dollars to the Alexander Lindsay Memorlal Fund.

We added to our membership, too. A hearty welcome is extended to
the following new members:

Goorgla Kenaston, 1362 Ulfinian Way, Martinez

Carroll Davis, 52 Baylor Lane, Pleasant Hill

Dick Rleser, 45 Tarry Lane, Orinda.
We hope that these new members met friendly Scclety members at the
restaurant or at the coffee hour which followed the meeting.

LR

Not many bird observations to report this month. Lee Stallcup
mentioned the absence of European Widgeons at Lake Merriltt during
the past winter. Harry Adamson reported that the Cowblrds were
back at hls place, and Sally Stellar told of a Varled Thrush. One
mornlng recently your editor didn’t mind a traffic stall next to
the Galindo Reservolr — after all, Jjust 50 feet away was a Common
Gallinule gingerly walking through the reeds. Looks 1like the
Starlings are due for som¢e obliteration, as the Senate FPinance
Committee has approved a “ 50,000 appropriation to U.Ce. for the
development of a method to kill off Starlings wholesale. There
1s said to be a milllon—bilrd rookery near Santa Rosa.

Beth Reynolds made a qulck recovery from her racent surgery and
ably conducted our March meeting. Since there were a few members
who were not present at the meeting, Beth wants to taks this
opportunity to thank those who remembered her with their thought-—
fulness a few weeks ago.

The Conservatlon Resource Center of the National Audubon Society

(2426 Bancroft Way, Berkeley) will have special Saturday hours:

March 10 — June 9, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Other wanderers may

be interested in knowing that the Seattle Audubon Soclety’s office
will be staffed six days a week, 10 a.m. — 4 p.m., to give information
on field trlp areas, books on the natural history of the area, and
other pertinent data. Address: 820 Joshua Green Bullding, Fourth
Ave. and Pike St., Seattle 1, Phone: MAin 2-5695,

LI N

Publlcity Chairman Frances Blake (4440 Walnut Blvd, Walnut Creek) /5/
would like to recelve any meeting notice or publicity about our
Soclety that you happen to see in one of the area Papers.

Ed Mize (&ditor) ... 1255 Mt. Diablo Street, Concord ... MU 2-9786
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Next Meeting: Thursday, May 10th, 8 p.m.,Room 211, Life Scilence
Building, Diablo Valley College. Bill Goodall
wiil show the Audubon films, "The Bald tagle" and

"The Flamingo®.

Next_Fleld Trip: Sunday, May 6th, to Del Puerto Canyon. Leader:
Harry Adamson. Moet at the Livermore Flagpole
at 7:30 a.m.

In May, we have a speclal treat in store for our last regular meoting
of the season. Willism Goodall, Western Representative of the National
Audubon Society, will show us two very interesting filma. To quote
our Program Chairman, Roy Glotfelty:
"B111 Goodall has been operating on 'a very busy schedule trying
to show "The Bald Eagle" to as many persons as possible. The
basic purpose behind the production of this film was to famillarize
as many persons as possible with this bird and to point out the
seriousness of 1ts declining numbers. It is part of a nation—
wide resesrch program now under way. The second flim willl be
"The Flamingo", Let’s have all regular and new members bring
friends and enjoy these films and a few words from Bill Goodsll,
who has been with us before."

-3

our May Field Trip is a week earlier than usual and may be held before
this issue of "The Quali® gets into your hands. Full detalls were
given in the previous issue. - But Just In case they have been mis--
laid, here is a brlief repetition: Meet at the Flagpole in Livermore
at 7:30 a.m, on May 6th. After blrding the Arroyo Mocho, the group
wlll cross the Cosat Range and drop into an arid canyon opening off of
the San Joaquin Valley. Here we may be lucky to see some Costa
Humingblirds, a desert species. Before leaving Livermore, bg sure
you have at least a half a tank of gasocliine, as there are no filling
stationa between Livermore and Patterson. Bring lunches, canteens
or other drinking containers, bincculars, telescopes, and friends.
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Those who attended our last meeting saw some outstanding color slides
of Mt. Diablo’s flowers and hesrd an informative geologicel and his—
torical talk by George Whiltney. We learned that Our Mountain can
claim one flower as its own, the three—inch "hairy twisted flower",

found nowhere else in the world. Also, that some Dlablo flowers
are found elsewhere, but no nearer than the Siskiyoua or in the
mountains of Southern California. How many former Montana residents

know that their State flower, the bitterroot, grows on Diablo?
Unfortunately, some flowers have vanished from the mountain: notably
a little orchid, and a crimson sage — the latter not having been seen
since 1898.

The Society voted tec send £25 to the Condor sanctuary being maintained
in the southern part of the atate.

Mildred Gerringer, of 260 Douglas Court in Concord, Iirst attended
one of our meetings in April. Mildred must have likied what she saw
and heard, for she became a new member of our Scciet; that evening.

5 080

Roy Glotfelty 1s sure that there are more meadowlarks than usual
around the area this year. He has never before seen them in his
nelighborhood, because of limited habltat, but this year they are
present 1in large numbers. Roy reports his first sighting of the
year of a Bullock’s Oriole on Aprll 14, and a Black—hesded Grosbeak
on the same day — both later Lhan usual.

Your sdiltor reports that a distant cousin of that Bullerk?’s Oriole
was in his backyard on Aprill 14, also. I can also report observa-—
tions made on a trip to the Mendocino Coast early in the Laster Week.
Qutstanding bird sightings were: a Lewis Woodpecker, 3 Ospreys (or
ons Osprey three times), and a Wilson’s Warbler. The Ospreys and
the Warbler were seen In Kruse Rhododendron Reserve State Park, and
cne of the Ospreys was carrying a fish head to the wind. These fish
hawks nest wlthin this preserve and can invariably be seen and heard
In the area.

Here is a tardy item of interest: The Ivory Billed Woodpecker 1ls
one of the rarest birds in thils country — 80 rare that at times 1t
has been considered extinct. At the 1961 American Ornithologlcal
Union meeting it was announced that two pairs of the rare bird have
been found in East Texas, and a solitary bird in South Carolina.

Circle June 5 on your calendar. That’s the day we hope you will

go out and vote in favor of the seven and a half million dollar bond
1ssue for the development of the County Park System. Remember that
our group is a member of the Contra Costa Park & Recreation Council,
which has been working for over seven years to get a decent park
system in this erea. A 2/3 majority will be required. If we are
guccessful, we can eXxpect to save acreage at: Briones, Redwood
Canyon, the old cocal mining area, John Marsh ranch, Mallard Slough,
at the alrport, Point Pinole, San Pablo reservoir, and College Parke.

Is it worth 12¢ a month to you? Spread the word among your friends;
and vote.
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. You willl also have the chance to vote on proposed State bond lssues
.at the June 5 primary. Proposition 5 calls for 150 million dollars,
to finance development of State and county beaches, psrks, recreatlonal
and historical facilities.

oOs e e

With all this talk of bond issues, 1t was refreshing to pick up the
paper and read recently that three members of the lMarks femily,
ploneer Montersy County resldents, are selling 9,600 acres of cholce
Senta Cruz County land at 10% of its value for the purpose of creating
a State Park in honor of their mother. Nature Conservancy will tske
an option on the 15—square mile area and hold 1t until State funds

are availsble. The area is on Aptos and Soquel Croeks, near Monterey
Bay. Sometime when yqu are in the Sante Cruz arca, drop down to
Soquel and take the slower Soquel Road back towards Los Galtos. It
takes off near the west side of the bridge spanning the creek. From
this winding road you can see some of the beautiful country that the
Marks famlily is passing on to the State,

Another bit of good news was the announcement that the Save the
Redwoods Leagus has purchased 6,000 acres in the Bull Creek Basin
and will donate the tract %o the State for addition to the Humboldt
Redwoods 3tate Park. Perhaps you may recall that wasteful logging
in thils basin resulted in so much erosion and flooding that about
700 of the giant redwoods in the Rockefeller Forest ha.e been de—
@ stroved since 1955, It 1is hoped that the new sddition of land
will curb some of the erosion and thus minimize future flooding
of Bull Creek.

Another additlon to the State Park system willl be a 340 acre tract
adjacent to Fort Rosa State Park. This land, on the Csll Ranch,
would enable the State to build a museum outside the Fort, thus
permitting the present museum, the Commandent House, to be restored
to its original form, along with the possible reconstruction of some
of the other buildings that were in and around the Fort 150 years ago.

Congressstarted off well in the first part of this session, but lately
has bogged down. The Wllderness Bill passed the Senate in the first
sesslon, but is presently awalting action in a House commlttee. No
action 1s expected until after the forthcoming i1ssuance of a wilder—
ness report; and that may be too late. The Polnl Reyes blll passed
the Senate and has been approved by a House commlttse, but there has
been no actlon in the last month. The Senate has passed a bill
ereating Great Basin National Park, but the House hss taken no action.
The House dld pass & resolution protecting the Golden Hagle. At
present, a House committee is considering en amendment tc the migratory
bird treaty that would protect the mourning dove.

»eo 80

. Bill Goodall writes that the 1963 National Audubon Western Conference
‘wlll be held at Asilomar State Park April 6 to 9, 1963, and is open to
both Audubon members and friends. Bi1ll says: X
"Anyone planning to attend the Conference should get thelir names
on the Priority List in order to receive an early October mailing
of the Officlal Registration Form. For the past ssveral Con-
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forences we have had to turn people away because they walted
too long before regilstering.”

The 3rd Nature Photography Salon will be held in connectlon with the
1963 Conference. Coples of Regulations and Condltions of Entry are
being sent to our President, Beth Reynolds, so contact her if you are
interested. Dick Beltzel walked awvay with an award from the 1961
2nd Nature Photography ZAYZ#H{ Selon. Mr. Goodall’s address is
National Audubon Soclety, 1000 North Durfee Avenue, El Monte, Galif,

Sometime ago, some members asked me to arrange for the purchase of
some quality typing paper having a printing of Harry Adamson’s guail

(which you can see on page 1, minus the lettering). I now have
some paper avallable, printed on Fox River Bond. I Interested,
you can conbtact me at the next meeting or by phone. The rock—

bottom price 1s 2 1/2 £ per sheet.

Ed Mize (Editor) ... 1255 Mt. Diablo Street, Concord ... MO 2-8786

officers of Mt. Diablo Audubon Society:

President.. Beth Reynulds, 555 La Vista Rd., Walmut Creok, YE 518193
Secretary.. Jane Nemetz, 2822 San Antonio Dr. Walnut Creelk, YE 43295
Programs... Roy Glotfelty, 3576 Powell Drive, Lafayetta. 284—4014

19
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Next Meeting: Sunday, June 10th. Annual Potluck Dinner , 6 p.m.,
at Carl & Ruth Swenson’s home, 865 Hawthorne Drive,
Walnut Creek. {(Details below)

Next Field Trip: Also on Sunday, June 1l0th. Pine Canyon. Leader:
Jane Nemetz. Meet at Castle Rock Park, 7:30 a.m.

* 0 0@

This year, Carl and Ruth 3wenson are generously making thelr home
avalleble for the potluck dimmer. We hope to eat around 6 p.m.,

so plan on being there a l1ittle before then. Please contact xhm &
dinner chairmen (Zlsle Glotfelty, 284—4014)(Beth Reynolds, YE 5-1813)
(Elizabeth O’Meara, YE 4—4720)(Engra Lusebrink, YHE 4-7251), so that
they can plan a balanced meal. If you have room, bring some folding
chairs and a card table, Also be sure to bring dishes and other
eating utensils, unless you eat llke & Polynesian. Treasurer (George
Schad, or a substitute, will gladly collect the small fee — because
thls 1s our money—ralsing project of the year. Guests are welcome.

To get there:  Take San Miguel Road east from Welnut Creek to the
Junetion with Mt. View. Go out Mt. View and turn right on the first
street, Palmer. A block more gnd you find Hawthorne, parallel to Nt.
View, The 3Swensons live at 865 Hawthorne, phone YE-5—5256, in case

you get lost. If you’re taking the Freeway around Wslnut Creek towards
Alamo, turn at the Newell Ave. ramp, continue past the Capwell parking
area and up the hill to San Miguel and out San Miguel. You can also

get to 3an Miguel from Ygnacio Valley Road via Walnut Blvd., and Sierrsa Dr.

After we eat, we elect our officers for next year. (We hear that Dick
Beltzel will swing the gavel as our President, if we elect him.)

Then we relax with an interesting program. Roy Glotfelty will be
lining up some travellers willing to show some interesting color slides.
Call him if you have a few choice shots to show, Phone: 284—4842, .

a0
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.on our next Field Trip, Jane Nemetz willl lead us up Plne Canyon, on

Mt. Diablo?’s western slopes. Jane says we might see a great varlety
of birds {maybe Blackheaded Grosbesks, Swallows, a Horned Owl, Tanagers,
etc.) ' Meet at the Castle Rock Park gate, by the Ford’s house, at

7330 There wlll be no charge. To get %o the Park: Take the

North Gate Road off Ygnaclo Valley Road until it forks, where you

take the well-marked road to Castle Roek Park. Or you can go down
Walnut Avenue until you get to Castle Rock Road. We should be
through by noon, by which time it may be somewhat warm; but then

you’ll have all afternoon to rest up for the dinner that nlght.

No official listing of the birds seen on our successful Monterey Bay
Field Trlp has been turned in yet. Those who attended were enthuslastic
about all the facets of Ferd Ruth’s careful schedule. Despite the
stormy weather on Friday, we had beautiful weather on the weekend.

Many shore birds were seen at Moss Landing; and it seemed cool enough
for Snowy Owls, but none showed up. Thence to the Pacific Grove
Museum, for confirmation of bird identifications, plus the viewing

of many other exhlbits. Then a good dinner at Cerrito’s, with

more views of sandpipers and gulls, followed by the evening stage

show, "Hast Lynne", at the First Theatra, with the Audubon group in

the first three rows picking up the nuances. The olio, which followed
the drama, had some very clever and entertaining bits, %o get our
minds off the hard seats.

Fully refreshed, a large group met at Pt. Lobos the next morning for
some excellent hours of birding mak and nature studying under perfect
conditions. The group saw Oyster Catchers in crying flight, Pelaglc
Cormorants zooming in for landlings on the rookery below, Pigeon
Guillemots under some ledges, etec. Many of the group saw sea otters
for the firast time, as several (of the otters) were in the kelp beds.

A week later, on May 6, another field trip was successfully held in the
Livermore Hills, and a good turnout greeted Leader Harry Adamson, who
records the day as follows:

"26 Members and friends of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Soclety met at

the flagpole in Livermore and then drove by car caravan southeast—

ward Into Santa Clara and Stanislaus Counties, vlia Arroyo locho

and Del Puerto Canyon. About 7 miles out of Livermore, the

Phainopeplas put on a much better show than usual — at least 2

palr were contlnually In sight, and even thelr dark red eyes

were examined through the ’scopes.

The Costa Hummingbird, which was the real goal for many persons

on the trip, was not found — although a female Costa or Black—
chinned Hummerx was seen late in the day (unfortunately in the
field they are indistinguishablel  Two birds seldom seen by Bay
Area birders were Swainson’s Hawk and Prarie Falcon. Both are
inhabitanta of the arid cenyons opening into the San Joaquin Valley.
Two Golden fagles were seen. One was being dlved on by a Red—
talled Hawk and the Eagle’s evasive tactics were very lnteresting
to watch.

|
"Birds observed (62 specles): Turkey Vulture; Red—talled and &
Swalnson’s Hawks; Golden Eagle; Prarie Falcon; California Quall;
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Killdeer; Mourning Dove; White—throated Swift; Black—chinned (%),
Costa’s (%), and Anna’s Hummingbirds; Belted Kingflsher; Red—shafted
Flicker; Acorn and Lewls Woodpechkers; Nuttall’s Woodpecker; Western
Kingbird; Ash-throated Flycatcher; Black and Say’s Phoebe; Western
Wood Pewee; Horned Lark; Violet-green, Rough-winged, and Cl1ff
Swallows; Purple Martin; Steller’s and Scrub Jays; Yellow-billed
Magple; Raven; Plain Titmouse; Common Bushtit; White-breasted
Nuthatch; Wrentit; House, Bewick, Cafion, and Rock Wrens; Mocking~
bird; Calilfornlia Thrasher; Robin; Western Bluebird; Phainopepla;
Yellow and Hermit Warbler; House Sparrow; Western Meadowlark;
Redwinged and Brewer:s Blackbirds; Bullock’s Oriole; Brown-headed
Cowbird; western Tanager; Black-headed Grosbeak; Lazull Bunting;
House Finch; Lesser and Lawrence’s Goldfinch; Oregon Junco; Lark,
Rufous—-crowned, Sage, and GChlpping Sparrows."

L N

No more programs for awhlle. We enjoyed Bill Goodall’s prescntation
last time, when we learned facts about Flamingoes and Bald isagles.

At this meeting we added the following new members:
Dr. & ¥rs., James L. Naviaux, 1243 Gape Cod Way, Concord
Mary B. Amundsen, 1229 Boulevard Way, Walnut Creek
Mike Roth, 7<6 liiner Road, Orinda .
Virginia L. Dawkins, 1761 Meadow Lane, falnut Creek

The group missed klsle Glotfelty. She was home recuperating from
a serlous operation, and is now reported doing fine.

Georgla Kenaston, who jolned a few months sgo, recently returned from
a trip to the South Pacific. We heard a list of the birds she had seen.

Last call on the Park Bonds. Both County and State bond issues are
on the June 5th hallot. Please vote; and induce others to vote in
favor of these worthy bond i1ssues,

L L B

Little activity on the Wilderness Bill and the Point Reyes Billl.
Hearings were hseld on the former sarly in May. The future is not bright.

Marin Audubon’s campaign for preserving the 507 acre Canyon Ranch
receilved favorable publicity in the May 20th Chronicle, in a graphilec
article by Harold Gillliam. We quote, "Canyon Ranch 1s the last big
roockery of egrets and great blue herons left in Marin" .... also,
"They’re talking about a freeway that would slice right through the
middle of our nature preserve'. If you’re interested, the address
for contributions is: Audubon Canyon Ranch, Box 441, Tiburon.

This 1s the last issue of "The Quail"™ for thils year. I extend my
public thanks to Bev Wilder, who has arranged for the "offset"

printing of the bulletin, and to Frieda Shackelford, for her promptness
in mailing the printed copy each month. Hope 1lt’s been worthwhile,

Ed Mize (Zditor) ... 1255 Mt. Diablo Street, Concord ... MU 29786
[ I ) L ] ;2—
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Next Fleld Trip: Saturday and Sunday, July 14 and 15. Wright’s Lake.

Next Meeting: Not untll September 13. Detaills in a later 1lssue of
"The quail'.

Once more our summer field trip will be to Wright’s Lake. Leaders will
be Harry and Dorothy Couden, probably assisted by Lynn Farrar and Bev
Wilder. To get to the Lake, take U.S. 50 through Kyburz, continue
on sbout 7 miles, and look for the Wright’s lLake sign and road on your
left, There will be a Forest Service road going up the steep hill,
and it could be a wee bit rough. Qur group likes to camp in some—
what seclusion on the fringe of the campground, SW of the Leake, in &
spot where there are some large rocks. The first birding trip will
be at 9:30 a.m. Saturday morning. Other trips, later Saturday and
on Sunday morning, will include a cllimb up the hill to look for Rosy
Finches and easier walks for those who prefer to stay nearer the Leke.
The weather and mosquitos can be variable, so you’d better bring some
bug repellant Jjust 1in case. Swimming, is avallable.

The annual potluck dinner and business meetling held on sunday, June 10,
was very enjoysable. The Socliety expresses sincere appreclatlon to
Carl and Ruth 3wenson, who opened theilr beautiful patio and home %o

the members. Tables groaned under the load of the many dishes of
high—caloried, deliclous food. Despite a wilindy day, the JSwenson’s
patio was sheltered enough to ward off most of the evening brecze.

It was cool after dinner, so the group squeezed into the house to
attend the meeting.

The Nominating Committee’s selectlons for the 1962-63 officers were
gpproved, and are as follows:

President Dick Beitzel
Vice President Jane Nemetz
Secretary Helen Deman
Treasurear (jeorge ichad

9
{



When, Dick Beitzel climbed into the driver’s seat, he lmnediately

opened his "little black book" and read off his anpointments for

committee chairmen. Desoite muffled squawks of "ruthlessness",
it 1is significant that none of the appointees declined the golden
opportunity of working under Dictator Dick!

The members then relaxed and enjoyed color slides of the Ralnbow
Bridge area (the Adamsons), Yosemite back country (Roy Glotfelty
& Maurice Johnson), a trip to Arizona (Ed lilze), and to Holland
at tulip time (Jarl Gerringer).

L N

At a Board Meeting ten days later, plans were discussed for in-
creasing our membership and keeping up interest in the Soclety.

We expect to continue to meet at Dliablo Junior Collegs thils next
year, but possibly in a different room having more adequate seating
facillities. During the year just completed, we had good increases
in the average attendance at the meetings and the field trips. No
definite news on the field trips for next year so far, but there is
8 possibllity that one will be scheduled to the Canyon Ranch project
in Marin Gounty, site of one of the outstanding bird rookeries in
this part of the State. Violet Beitzel has been appointed Reser—
vation Chalrmen, to handle reservations from members desiring to
meet together at dinners for our program and screen Tour speakers,
should the members declde to have more such get—togethers.

o0

Jane Nemetz reports on the Pine Canyon fleld trip as follows:
"18 Birders and 1 besagle dog made the trip into Pine Canyon on
the morning of June 10. The dog proved valuable in flushing
out many birds we might not have ssen otherwise. The weather
was windy at the start, but warm and pleasant in ths shelter
of the trees. Although only 52 species were counted, the
number of birds was very large. We saw many Warbling Vireos,
Flycatchers, Vultures, Violet—~green Swallows, Black—headed
Grosbeaks, Lark Sparrows, and Oregon Juncos. There were also
many young Juncos, Indicating that nesting must have taken
place earliier this year. We failed to see the Great Herned
Owl this trip. But we did ses a nest of heavy twigs at the
top of the sandstone rocks, with a nestling therein. Although
we failed to see the parents, Wr. Mord of Castle Rock Park
said he thought that they were Prairie Falcons.,

"Birds observed were: Turkey Vulture; Red—talled and Sparrow
Hawks; Golden Hagle; California Quall; lMourning Dove; White—throated
Swlft; Amnass Humingblrd; Red—shafted Flicker; Acord, Hairy, Downy,
and Nuttall’s Woodpeckers; Western Kingbird; Ash-throated Flycatcher;
Black and Say’s Phosbe; Western Wood Pewee; Violet—green, Tree, and
Cliff Swallows; Steller’s and Scrub Jays; Plain Tltmouse; Cowmmon
Bushtlt; White-breasted Nuthatch; Wrentit; llouse and Bewick Wrens;
Mockingblrd; California Thrasher; Swainson’s Thrush; Western Bluebird;
Hutton’s, Solitary, and Warbling Vireos; Orange—crowned and Wilson’s
Warblers; House 3porrow; western Meadowlark; Redwinged and Brewer’s A4
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Blackbirds;

/ Bullock:s Oriole; Black—headed Grosbeak; jouse I"inch; lLosaser ftoldfinch;

Rufous—slded and Brown Towhees; Lark, sage, and Chipping .Jparrows;
Oregon Junco,"

Frieda Shackelford reports seeing as many as 10 Bluck-necked stilts
on more than one occasion, in the marshes just east of Tidewanter’s
Avon refinery, off the road which runs between MHartinez and Port Chilceajo.

LN N

Harry and Dorothy Couden’s son, Henry, has gone south to attend the
Universlty of Mexlco for seven weeks. Hank has a new camera and hopes
to use 1t on some weekend touring.

Election Day in June was a black day for Conservablonlists. Both the
State and Contra Costa County Park bond issues falled to pass. There
ls some posslibillity that the 3tate issue will appear again on the
November bagllob, along with 24 other propositions. No word on the
future of the County issue., It may be years before any land the
County acqulres can be developed for use, under the present budgetary
conditions, Some of the people who voted "no" and refused to spend
12¢ a month for parks will now burn up a couple of dollars worth of
gas looking for g place to pienie, and then will gripe because this
County doesn’t have a decent place to relax in. some of the lands
we might have acquired are now doomed to be lost to industrial and
residentlial expansion.

The Natlonal news is no better. Congress, busily looking anhead to

ad journment and election campalgns, has %Haken no recent action on the
Wilderness Bill or any of the projected Park issues. Meanwhile, two
more residential subdivislons within the projected Point Keyes Hational
Seashore have been approved by Marin Supervisors, making a total of
nine residentilsl and two apartuent projects approved.

The Department of Interior announces the opening of three "wildlife
management areas" within the State (near Clear Lake, and in the Otay
Mountains and Jacumba areas along the liexlcan border). The Bureau
of Land lManagement proposes to supply more water to these areas, so
that the numbers of deer, quail, patridges, and doves can be bullt
up enough to stand more profitable shooting. There 1z also strong
advocatlon natlonally for "wildlife manageient” 1in some of the
Natlonal Parks — another way 'of expressing the desire bto allow publie
hunting in these restricted areas. Such regulated hunting is now
permitted in Grand Teton WNatlonal Park. Action on the proposed
Canyon Lands Natlional Park in southern Utah is stymied on this very
polint, and such "management" has also been proposed for Dinosaur
National Monument. Must all nature be ro:ulated these days?

Deadline for material for the next nuail: July 2ord.
Don’t be afraid to send in interesting bird observations you unay note
on your vacatlon trips.

Ed Mize (£ditor) ... 1256 t. Diablo sStreet, Concord ... MU 237836
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Adamson, Harry & Betty
Albertson, E. A.
Allen, Miss Alice
Amundsen, Mary B.
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206 Santa Fe. Dr.
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948 Hawthorne Dr.
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1362 Ulfinian Way
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Next Meeting: Thursdey, Sept. 13. Program and locatlon not yet
determlned.

Next Field Trlip+ Probably Sunday, Sept. 16. Destination not yet determined.

Everybody must be on vacationl Your editor returnsed from a trip to the
Fair and found a mailbox full of bills, but nothing for "The Quail'.

So maybe this would be a good time to attach our latest membership list,
prepared by our new Membership Chalrmen, Jack and Beth Reynolds.

No officlal report recelved on the Wright’s Lake trip in July, but I did
hear unofficially that 46 birders saw many birds and mosgquitoes. Didn’%
hear whether blood transfuslons were necessitated by the latter, but
they say it was touch and go for awhile. Good time, though, with
wonderful weather.

Recently the House sprung to action and surprisingly passed the Point
Reyes National Seashore bill. It now goes to the Senate for some slight
changes, and then to the President for signature. So maybe in a few
years we can go over there and see some foggy birds.

4% &9

PG&E says that a big owl short—circulted a 12,000 volt power Iine in the
vieinity of Mulr Woods and blacked out portions of western Marin County
for 12 hours. The owl went up in smoke.

Welcome to a new young member, Jenny Robinson of 480 Arbol Via, Walnut
Cresk. Her first contribution to "The Quail™:

Flrst Birdwatcher: "I can show you a white—tailed kite"
Second Blrdwatcher: "With no strings attachedf"

#0009

Ed Mlze (Editor) ... 1255 Mt. Diablo St., Concord, (¢alif. ... 682~-9786
se e ;']
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Other Field Trips:
April 21 .... Moss Landing; Ni. Madonna
April 28 +ees Ut. Dilablo (South Gﬂte)
May B eees Pinnacles National Monument
Nay 19 esse Arroyo liocho

We have had some excellent Audubon Wildlife Screen Tours thls ysar.
The last of thias serles will be pressnted on Priday, March 20, when
Karl Naslowskl will return to show his "Gone With the \iilderness®.
Mr. Maslowskl is a renowned naturalist and photographer from Cin-
oinnati. Hias new film 13 an outstanding contribution to the cause
of conservation, for it shows how many forms of nature are affected
by the acta of man. ... Call Violet Beitzel (682-0688) if you csare
to attend a no-hoat dinner at the Adobe in Concord jJjust before the
legture. ese¢ Winners of the John and Alice Porterfield scholarships
will be announced at the Wildlife Tour program.

a8t

Bben Molilllans*s film on "The Shandon Hills™ was different from the
usual Jildliife Tour in that lir. Mciillan synochronlzed hie talk with
the words of the chief character in the film, ®0ld Tuok", rancher
of the Shandon country. A chroniole of the seasons in this area
Just east of Paso Robles was presented. There were exsellent shots
of nesting golden eaglesa, camouflaged nighthawks, tarantulas, and
sandhill cranes. A niloce thing about the program was that almost
every animal and bird shown in the ploture could possibly be seen
on one of our own Fleld Trips,

LA R &)

Our Congressional Representative, John F. Baldwin, has introduced
H.R. 439, designed to save the John !ulr home near Martinegz as a
National Monument. To emphasize this movoment, the John Luir
liemorial Association, with soms other Bay ares Conservation groups,

s presenting a program on Huir at the Acalenes High School Gafeteria,
Wednosday, March 13 at 8 p.m. John Najedly, our District Attorney,
will take you over the Ijuir Trail via Yosemite with color slides

and comments. {No admission charge).

Saso

You have acquired a portion of 13,668 aores of redwoods in the Dull
Creek watershed in Humboldt County. The Save-tho-Redwoods League
has given a milllon dollars worth of land in the Rockefaeller Forest
to the State, in order to control flood damage such as ocourred in
1956-56 after "cut it and get out® loggers had virtually denuded
the hillsides. ... loat of the State Parks now money this year hes
gone to purchase theo Fisine Marx Forest, near Senta Cruz, vhioh was
offered to the State at a low price by her children a ysar 8g0. cse
Tamalpais State Park will add 161 aores no longer needed by the
Marin Munlcipal iWater District.

Our local Board of Supsrvisora hes set aside '75,000 for the purchase

of a wajor portion of the eucalyptus grove north of San Pablo DemMo eoe
We may lose the John Marsh home and adjoining 7 1/3 acres, sincs there
1s oritiocism that the County is not taking Propor care of this gift

from the Cowell Foundation. The lack of funds for needed improvements
is a sorrowful aftermath of the defeat of County Park Bonds lsst VBar“QS

L ]
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Roy Glotfelty, our Conservation Chalrman, sent in the following
report on Netional newss

eau of Outdoo? Regraation. S. 20, introduced by Sen. Anderson
(New %aﬁcoi and Go-Sponsora, would givo this now Burcasu in ths In—
terior Dopt. the basic authority nseded to coordinate reoreation
polliscy among federal agencles, and provide tochnisal assistance to
the jtates. (i&d. nove: Late in February both the Senatec and Houss
Interior Committees spproved leglslation for dovelopment of Federal
and Stats outdoor racrsation programs.) ... Anothsr proposed bill
sets up revemie sourcos for a "Land and Water Consorvation Fund" and
for grants to help states acquirs new park and recrsation lands.

"Hater Pollution Control., Identical bllls by Rep. Blatnik (Ninn.)
and %In_g;eﬂ (ich.) puts thie progrem under a Commisasioner responsible
to the Sec. of Hoalth, sZduontion, and Welfare. A new Ypositive
national polloy of kesping wators olean® would be declared, and
efforts would bo mande to ban pollutauts and spesd asswago—-treatment.

"7ildlife Qonservation Bills. H.R, 2878, reintroduced by Rep.
Dingell, would have bird watchers and othor usere of Wildlife Refugos
buy “8 stamps anmuelly, with ths funds to be used to buy now refuge
landse ese Se 468. by Sen, Metealfl (lﬂont.) would raguire spproval by
the Sec. 0f Interior of fedoral-ald highweay plans, to avert damage
to fishing strezms. ... Sevaral bills would inorease the percentege
of Wildlife Refuge rovenues paild to loocal ocountles. Wetland
ecquisition in tho Dakotes has been blocked for ¢his reasmon.

Eég;" =] Bunt% from Airplancs. Approved Pederal regulations will
protac Golden fagle from airplane hunting and from
polsoning, elthough permits would bs avallabls for restricted control.

#Stetes Tackle Paaﬂ.t.‘to% dog. Haino and Massachusatts have legislative
proposals for rogulation of ohemical pesticides. Opposition ia
well organized.

"yildorness Bill. S. 4, introduced by Sen. Anderson and CO—-SpONsers.
Hearha schediled Feb. 28, Lotters are neceded for follow-up mestings

and on the final Sonate vots and should be sddressed to Hon. Senstop
Henry M. Jackson, Chairmen, Cormitteo of Interior and Insulap Affalrs,
Senate 0fflce Bldg., ashingbon 2B, D.C. Please do it today, our
Wilderness nseds your support. Thank You ... RRG."

Tucson Audubon reports that Patagonia, Arizona, will be submerged under
Che vaters behind a proposed 110 ft. dam. A group of our msmbers
birdad in that ares two years agos, <e« In Galifornla, the Forest
Service has set aside the llokelumme Wild Aroad. ... An acdvertisement

in a S.F. paper says that you oan buy a droem lot in the hoart of the
Point; Reyes lintional Scaghowe!

Bo fleld trip reports this time, for ono remson: nonse were recolived.

Ed MNizo (Editor, eso L26H M. Diablo Si.'.g conﬂord’ Colitf. <. 682-9766
LA R B
a1
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September, 1962
Volume 9, No. 3
Next Meestlng: Thursdey, September 13, 8 p.m. Room 211, Life

Science Bullding, Dliablo Valley College. Ed
Haddick talks on rock c¢ellecting and polishing.

Next Fleld Trip: Sunday, September 16, to the Eastshore of S.F.
Bay. Meet at the S.P. Depot in Berkeley at
8:45 a.m., Leader will be Lynn Farrar,

Next Screen Tour:  Tues. Oct. 16, Chas. Hobtechkiss with "Teton Tralls".

aee e

This year’s Program Chalrman, Jane Nemetz, is making an effort to line
up a string of programs that will cover a wide range of natural history
subjects. On September 13 we start "in the beginning® — with the
study of rocks. Jane, alded by Beth Reynolds, has sasrranged for &d
Haddick, a geologist from Sacramento, to come down for the evening

and give us & talk on rocks: what rocks to look for, where to look
for them, and what to do with rocks after you find them. In hils

talk he will also demonsirate some lapidary technics. Qur spesker
has eppeared before many groupds, and he comes well recommended.

He expects to have a rock—hound helper cor two with him. Since this
promises to be an Interesting and informative evening, let’s start

our new year off wilith a good turnocut, to show the visitors our
interest and eppreciation.

The first Field Trlp, on Sunday the 16th of September, will taks the
group back to the Eastshore to loock primarily for shorsbirds. Lynn
wants us to meet at the S.P. Depot at the foot of University Avenue

in Berkeley at 8:48 a.m., after which the group will try some potential
spots along the shore. The tide will not be favorseble on the 1l6th;

but the trip will e held that day, since Lynn mizht be out of town later.

Other Field Trips: Oct. 14th ... Bodega Bay
Nov. 1llth ... Willows—Gridley
Dec. 9th ... Conn Dam

oA
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. Before they left on vacation to the Seattle Falr, Harry and Dorothy
Couden sent in thls report on the successful Wright’s Lake trip,

July 14 & 15:

"Highlight of the Wright#*s Laks .rip was; undoubtedly, finding so
many Mbt. Diablo Auduboners 180 miles [{rom home s.a. 4? in all,
including a slzeable teen-age and sub—teen contingent.

"The weather was perfect. The late spring and moist results of
last winterss unusually heavy snow pack made for the showlest
wild floweras ever. They almcst astole the show from the birds,
especlally since John Bruce and Carroll Davis (biology instructors
from 3an Ramon and Miramonte High Schools respectively) were on
hand to lend the botanists® stamp to ldentification.

n25 completed the hike on the Twin Lakes Trail. H. Couden,

C. Davls, and teeners Dick Relser, Brian Cartwright, and Jenny
Robinson then hiked on up above in ssarch of Rosy Finches, which
they found (as did an Adamson group later) above the wonderful
alpine mezadows. The Couden party got lost, crossed the wrong
pass, dropped down into another dralnage area, and finally
stumbled wearilly back to camp about 7:30 p.m., but with enough
umph left to muster up a cheer for Jenny.

"The 6:30 Sunday a.m. enthusliasts on the Windmueller Trail did
themselves proud with a Black-backed three-toed Woodpecker and

. a Willlamson 3apsucker. The 9:30 grouwp did find a nuthatch
multiple dﬁplling and a Willlamson Sapsucker, but not much else.
Spotted Sanpiper was added to the tally by several birders at
the first ford going out of camp.

"Wright?’s Lake has something for everyone ... fishing,swimming,
hiking, birding, and botany. See you all there next July.
Thanks for meklng this trip so memorable.

"Birds observed were: lMallard; Red—talled Hawk; Spotted Sandpiper;
Common Nighthawk; Rufous Hummingbird; Red—shafted Flicker; williamson’s
Sapsucker; Lewls, Hairy, White—~headed, and Black-backed three—toed
Woodpeckers; Hammond and 0live—sided Flycatchers; Western Wood Poewee;
Vliolet—green, Tree, and Cliff Swallows; Steller’s Jay; Clark’s Nut—
cracker; Mountain Chickadee; White—breasted snd Red—bresasted Nuthatch;
Brovn Creeper; Robin; Hermit Thrush; Mountain Bluebird:, Townsend’s
Solitalre; Golden—crowned and Ruby—crowned Kinglets; Nashville,
Audubon, Hermit and Wilson Warblers; Brewer’s Blackbird; Brown-headed
Cowbird; Western Tanager; Black—headsed snd Pine Grosbeak; EKvening
Grosbeak; Cessin and Rosy Finch; Pine Siskin; Red Crossbill;
Green-talled Towhee; Oregon Junco; Chipping, White—crowned and Fox
Sparrows,"

Please note that the meetings next year will be held in the same room
. we used last year — Room 211 4n the Life Science Building st Diablo
Valley. The College turned down our request for & lecture roor,
because there are possibilities that such rooms would be needed for
extension classes. 5
L B BN ] -)



During theilr Northwest vacation this summer, the Beltzels camped at
Lava Beds National Monument and were thrilled to find Purple Martins

at Skull Cave. The birds had not been reported in the Monument since
1957, and ot that time were at Ceptalr Jack’s strénghold. Dick and Vi
registered the new find in the name ci M%. Dlablo Audubon Societye sces
The Nemetz family packed into a remote partx of the Trinity lMountains

a few weeks ago, but got rained out. Jane says that the beat bird
find was great numbers of Red Crossbillls feeding on the ground, so close
that they could almost be touched. ... Bav Willder mentlons that he has
seenCedar Waxwings in Central Contre Costa every month thls year (except
in July, when he was away)e. se«. Santa Cruz Bird Glub?s "Albatross" reports
that an American Redstart was seen there on July 19. Their builetin
says, "This is a common warbler of the East and Mlddle West, and it is
rarely seen in California, especilally 1ln our areal.

LI

For the past five years, we have been fortunate in having Bev Wilder
arrange for the printing of "The Quail" at Columbia Stesl and at
ninimum expense. Now Bev informs us, with regrets, that after thils
issue he will not be able %o continue this service, because a change
in job prevents him from having access %o the printing machlne. Hence,
your next "Quail"™ will probably have a different appearance. We will
probably have to have the bulletin printed commercially, until someone
olse with access to printing equipment can help us out.

LI N

I have been asked to put the following notice 1ln thils issue:

"axperienced Spanish—speaking couple plan guided blrd finding, sight
seeing tour in November and December to exotic blrd sectlons and Aztec,
Toltec and Mayan ruin areasof Mexlco, in comfortable private car. Guests
picked up in Bay Area, en route, or in Mexico City. For Iinformation,
and rates, write or call the Lynn Bramkamps, 37 Vla Farallon, Orinda.
Phone: 2564-8615. Plans must be firmed by mid—September."

LK N J

Very little to report on Conservation. The State Park Bond issue will
not be back on the November ballot. ... Supervisors of Conbtra Costa

are studying a "pay as you go" park acquisiltion and development program,
as an alternative to the bond program that failed in June, Ermpheasis
would be on acquiring 110 acres below San Pable Dam and 670 acres
adjacent to the Briones area. The College Park site is no longer
avallable, and 1s destined for residentlal development. In Pacheco,
small Hayden Park has been bulldozed into oblivion, as part of a flood
control projecte. oee« Over 1in Marin, conservationlsts sguawked so much
that the Marin Municipal Water Dilstrlet dropped plans %o log 12 million
board feet on the slopes of Mt, Tamalpails,

President Dick Beiltzel has appolnted the following committee chalrmen:
Program, Jane Nemetz; FPField Trivs, Harry Couden; Conservsastion, Roy

and Elsie Glotfelty; Membershlp, Beth and Jack Reynolds; Host & Heostess,
Carl and Ruth Swenson; Publiclty, Frances Blake; Reservatlons, V1 Beltzel;
Parliamehtarian, Isabella McGeshon; Quall kEditor, BEd Mize. In addition,
Frieda Shackelford will handle the mailing of "The Quall" again.

L BN
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Next Meeting: Tharsdey, Octobax 11, 8 p.m., Roun 211, Life Science Building,
Diablo Valley Collage, Dsn Lutan will tell us ebout the Save
San Francisco Bay Associetion.

Next Field Trip: Sunday, October 14, Bodege Bay, Meet at 10 a.m. at the
entrance te Doren Park off Highwey 1, Leaders: Vielet and
Dick Boitzel,

Next Sorecem Tour: Tueadey, October 16, 8 p.o,, Diablo Vallecy College Gymnasium,
Charles Hotchlinn prenents "Tston Trails”,

oG e

Program Cheirman Jane Nemetz hes arrange for Dr. Dasn Luten of the Gaography Doeparti-
ment at U.C, to be our apeaker on October 11, He will represent the Save San Fron-
cisco Bay Association, formed about two yoars ago in an effort to protect the Bay
from piecenmesl destruction., As we lmow, thoussnds of acres of the Bay bave alrsedy
been tranaformed into imductrial, urban and freevay sites, and mwore acres are doomed
in the fuinre. The Assuciation hopas to promote boeting, fishing and wildlife areas;
protect opon water; and promote regional plapning for besuty mlong with any utilize-
tion, Our group should be inter2sted in the work of the Asesociation, since the Bay
is the wintor home of eountless migratory shorebirds, Dr. Inten, well kmown ir Bay
Area scientific circles, joined U.C. recently, after e cereer es resesrch chemist for
Shell Development., In recent years he headed & group vhichk hes collectiod tons of
uned technical jourmals, which have cince been sent to the eupty libraries of soveral
Asiatic universities,

sere

On our Qotobor 14 Field Trip, we go to Bodega Bay, an area that our group has not
birded beiore. The Beitzels admit that the bird count may not bo great, btut thoy
say that
“this is a wonderful plece where you cen =it and let the birds come to you
so thot yon ean sindy them, The tide might not be the best until late
afternoon, but thero will be plenty of activity. Mest at 10 a.m. at the
Junction of the road to Sonoma County‘s Doran Park end Highway 1, ahout o
mile south of the town ol Bodega Bay. The Park is on Bodega Spit, with
the ocean beach on the sonth side and the bay flats on the nmorth, Wo will
work our way croumd the boy to tho opposite side, Bring lunch and warm
clothes,

1%
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"To get there: the best way 1s to go to Petaluma, and noar the
center of town take the Two Rock-Valley Ford road to the west and
than continue on Highway 1 toward Bodega Bay. Violet and Dick will
meet you at the junotion of the Doran Park road and Highway 1 at

10 e.m. Sunday, although they are trailering up on Saturdag morning.
Anybody else wish to traller along too? Pit "Him and Hers' but no
water at Doran.® Fancler camping is avallable at Wright’s Beach
(Sonoma Coast State Park) about 6 miles north of Bodega Bay.

Other Field Trips: HNov. 11 ... Willows-Gridley
Dac. 9 ess ONn pam
Dec, 23 ..¢ Annual Christmas Gount
Jan. 13 ... Tomales Bay

The Audubon Wildlife Touras start off this year with a beautiful subject:
Grand Teton Natlonel Park. Charles T. Hotchkiss now lives In Homestead,
Florida, but for several years he was a Ranger~Naturalist at Grand Teton
Park. Ilila "Teton Traila® color film uses theae majestic mountains as
baokground for plectures of many interesting animals and birds. A
fitting olimax to the £ilm is the olimbing of the Grand Teton. Those

of you who have seen the Tetons wlll not want to mlss this chance to
revislt them in pictures ... and If you haven’t been there yot here’s

a chance to ses what yourve been missing. There is no admission charge.

There will be a "no host® dinner for Mr. Hotchkiss at the Adobe
Restzurant in Concord at 6 p.m. on October 16. For roservations,
contagt Violet Beitzel (682-9588) before October 12.

There was a slight error in last month’s Quail —~ the speaker for
our September meeting didn?t speak. All arrangements had been
made for kEd Haddlck to come from Sacramente and give us a talk on
rocks, but at the laat mimute an kxtension Course he teaches was
shifted to our meeting night. In the hopses of sacheduling Mr.
Haddick agaln, the Soclety votod to hold our December meeting

one day later, on Friday, December 14.

After Ed Haddlck struck out, Vi Beitzel came in as pinch hitter
and hit a home run. Her set of boautiful slides, entitled "Land
of the Sleeping Rainbow® and complete with taped narration and
basckground music, took us into country that most of us will never
have nerve enc to explore. The Basltzels captured many pretty
shots of the bright sandstones in the Capitol Reef reglon of
south-8ontral Utah. Best shot of all was a perfect rainbow,

in this land of rainbow-hued rocks.

LA N R ]

Im late in introducing a new mesmber of our group,
Karen Clausen, 249 largarido Dr., Walnut Creek (934..9399).

Alice Allen of Stockton has transferred her membership to ths new
President of the Stockton Audubon Society:

¥rs. Carlton Shanks, 1874 Jewel Ct., Stockton 3, Calif.

*>880C
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llerie Toaspern, one of our Plsasent Hill members, writes of her family’s

experiences with baby birds. Have you ever triled to feed one? The

Toesperns started two yoars ago, when they found a fledgling mockingbird,

which they kept for three months, even talting it on & vacation. This
yeer they?ve had a blackbird and another mockingbird. The children
found the blackbird at school and kept 1t for three months, tuming it
to ride plggyback on trips to the mallbox. Of the latest bird, larie
seys, ™e still have our last mockingbird, vhich fell out of its
nest when only a day old. The girls put the little thing
bacik four times; so we took it in (July 8). It responded
very well to our feeding (hard boiled egg, baby cereal, and
Irult in equel parta mixed together). The bird now foeds
itself; we still give 1t the eyg mixture with bird seed and
gravel mixed in. Also there are grapes and other frult
avallable, and we dig it a few worms each day. For part of
the day it flies about the houss freely; the rest of the time
it is in a cage outdoors."?
The bird has flown ths soop twice, but still prefers people and homes.

LE R N ]

An 1tem In San Diego Audubon’s "Sketchosa®™ indicated that one of our
former members, slsanor Pugh, recently led a fiold trip in Silver
Strand State Park, where her husband, Bob, is a ranger. ... You
mey recall that Bev Wilder reported seeing Cedar \laxwings most of
the sumaer. Santa Clara Valley?s "Avocet® also reported flocks
seen there in late jlay and early June.

LN B 3

A recont press release gave somoe intoresting statistics on the speed
of birda. Ure We Lo Lanyon of the American liuseum of Natural History
haes been clocking birds by rader. Fastest bird so far has been the
Ring-mecked Duck, cazpasble of spoeds up to 66 mph. Less spoeedy, but
more shifty, 1s the Black Duck at 55 mph. The Blue Jay is caspable
of' 26 mph, and the House Finch does 21 mph, says Dr. Lanyon.

Your Conservatlon Chalrman, Roy Glotfelty, makes this report:
"A substitute Wildernesa Bill wasn’t pushed through the House
by commerclal 1interests as they bhad hoped, It would have
guaranteed mining and roads in iWillderness Areas for 25 years,
falled bto ppotect Primitive Areas, end made it easier to gain
accees for lo:ging, water and power developmont plus other
cormercial uses. A nationwlde wave of protest did mueh to
halt this poor excuse for a good Wilderness Bill.

"The Golden sagle Bill should be debated and voted in the Senate
800N, Opposition 1s expected, probably led by Sen. Tower of
Texas, who has been receiving lotters from West Toxas sheep and
goat ranchers who want to keep killing eagles.

"No sooner did the President sign the Point Reyea Nationsl Seashore
bill than Sen. Kngle and Rep. Clem Niller praessed for a 5 million
doller speclal appropriation for land scquisition. Four days
later the Padra Island Seashorse bill was signed by the President.

1
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"For the second year, Pres. Buchheister of Audubon has advised
a moratorlum on duck hunting. The Fish and Wildlife Service
was not persuaded. It 1s clsimed by the Audubon Soclety that
3,600,000 ducks too many wers shot last year. Other organi—
zatlions are willing to gamble on better nesting during the
next breeding season. Time willl tell. Once before ducks
were shot down to an extremsly low few,.V

oo

Total destruction of Hayden Fark in Pacheco has led our Socretary,
Lelen Deman, to express the wwriltten hope tnat members of our Society
will make protests to Supervisors over the loas of s0o muny trees for
storm drains and gpartuent houses in this County. Not all of us

feal that the complete loss of natural boauty can be termed "progress®.

Qewa

The Audubon Conservatlon Resource Conter, 2426 Bancroft ey, Berkeley 4.
will be open on Saturdsys, 11 to 4, through October, November, and
December. The Center has many itams that would make excellent glfte
for Christmas. Visit them in person, or write for information.

Audubon spent all summer looking l'or a new Camp in the West, but to
no aveil. It mey be necessary for Audubon to start a land and
builaling program of its own,

Keep In mind that the National Audubon \Jestern Conference will be
held Aprll 6 -~ 9, 19635, at Asilomar, Pacific Grove, Calif. For
information write Audubon at the zbove Berikeley address. s The
22nd Annual Conservatlon Conference of the California Conservation
Council will be held October 25 -~ 27 in Fresno. Detalls avaliable
from the Council &t 912 Santa Barbara St., Santa Barbara,

0OSeoD

Diablo Valley College snd the National Audubon Soclety present the
12th annual series of Audubon 1/ildlife Tours, as follows:

Oot. 16 . Charles Hotchlitiss .. "Teton Traila"

Nove 16 .o henneth llorrison .. "The Long Flight Back®

Jan. 24 .. Robert iiermes oe "Nova Scotis, Land of the Sea®
Feb. 27 .. abon licliillan ee "The Shandon Hills"

llar. 20 .. narl Maslowaki co "Gone With the Wilderness™®

00O

A8 you see, we are able to have "Thoe Quail¥ agaln this month. Thanks
to the wonderful cooperation of scme of my co—workers at Tidewater,
arrangiements have been made to use a Ditto duplicator. Admittedly,
the results will not be as,classy as the bulletin has been for the
last & years; but to have “Tha Quail® multilithed comiercially would
cost us at least 25 par issue — and our Treasury isn’t that fulll
So, unless another "angel® can be found, 1% looks like your news

wlll come to you in purple ink for awhils,

kd Mize (Editor) eceo 1285 WEt. Dimblo Sto. Concord, Callf ... 68227866
5
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Next Mescting: Thureday, November 8, 8 pa, Boom 211, Life Selance Building,
Disble Valley College. Ve oxpect to have a speaker from the
California Departeent of Fich end Gamo,

Next Ficld Trip: Saturdoy end Smnday, Novembar 10 sod 11; Willows and Gridley
Areas; Moot Saturday moraing, 9:30, at the Sacramento National
Wildlife Bofuge, Meet Sunday morning, 9:30, st the Gray Lodge
Vaterfoul Manogement Aroa, Lesdern: lyen Farrar end the Harxy
Coudexs,

Hext Seraen Tour: Thuradsy, November 18, 8 pm, Diablo Velley College Gymnasivm,
Eommeth Morriconm presents, "The Long IMlight Beck".

At pross time, our mest progvem is not definite-through no fault of Progrom Cheir-
men, Jane Nemetz, Weeks ogo she was able to get a commitment from the Department

of Fioh and Geme that ome of their stal? womlid appear ac a spesker, bunt sinece them
Jene hos mot been able to get a dofinite astotemant regarding the peme of the specker
and the topie, Secms like this is the time of yoar that their men are out in the
field choecking up on the hunters, All Jane cen ssy is that we kave been promised a
gpeaker, and that the subject sheuld be of interast to all of us.

Harry Ccudon gives those instrmetions for the Noverber Pield Trip, o two-day outfug
oear Willows enxd Gridley:

"lerdero will be Lyan Forrar om Seturdoy, November 10, end the Coudens om Sunday,
November 11, Brimg your lunch, hiking clothes, rain gear, i? necessary, and
"scopes. lLicke your own ledging reservetions, Oa Seturdey, meet at the Sacra-
merto Nationsl Wildlife Refuge, 7 miles south of Willows on Bomte 9%%W, &t ©:30 am.
Drive right in, On Sumndsy, meet at Groy Ledge Wateriovwl Memsgemeni Arem, south-
wect of Gridley, at 9:30 am. Prom Gridley on 80E, drive west on Colusa Road
abeut 4 miles, them couth on Penmingion Road ¢o cign om right directing treffic
to BeXugze., It cam also be resched frem Boute 80E by turning west at Live Oak,
but better inquire about rood conditions, The Comdens and Farrar will be going,
rair or shins—unless we have a threc-alars atora like the lost one and the
roszde are blocked, No noed to contact the leadorw. Lynm reiurns te LaZayette
Satuarday”.

’.&q
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Other Field Trips: Dece 9 see Conn Lanm
Dace 23 oo Annuel Christmas Count
Jan. 13 ..+ Tomales Bay
Febae 17 e« Terminous Iasland

Kennaeth ilorrison, sho presents the Audubon Wildlife Tour on Nov. 15,

is Direcotor of the lMountain Lake Sanctuary and Singing Tower in Florida.
He has been actlive in conservation for years and has written many
articles on the subjeet. His fiim, "The Long Flight Back", deals
primarily with the return from near extinction of some of our scarce
wlldlife, particularly the Whooping Crane, Roseate Spoonbill, and
Flamingo.

Oee s

Boy, it wss a sloppy night — the night of our October meeting. Only

& handful of mombers, plus five visitors, showed up. Secratary Helen
Demen, blinded by the rain, took the wrong turnoff and wound wvp with
hor cer stuck in the mud., It was unfortunate that the heavy mist

kept so many people awey, because Dr. Luten gave a very intereating
talk on the rapidity with vhich S.F. Bey iz being "reclaimed?,

Conslder this one fact: ths garbage from 10,000 people fiils an acre
of tideland a year. Dr. Luten presented several aerial slidea ghow-
ing the vast X Bay tidelands that have been filled in reccnt years.
Also, there were severel slides of Suropean cities, showing that water—
fronts ocan ba used by people and not just by indusiry. If interested,
you can get more informatlon on the subject from the Save San Franocisco
Bay Association, P.0. Box 225, Berkelaey 1,

Proposition 14 on the November ballot 1s comnected with %this problem.
This Fropositlon would pormit the sale of tidelands regardsd as no
longer necessery for navigational purposes within 2 miles of a city
or county line. Proponents list possible "developusnts® near Hunters
Poln% and Richerdson Bay. Opponents argue that constitutional ro-
strictions should be maintained, and that sale to privata parties or
corporations will jJeopardizs natural resources and public rights.

One of our visitors at the last meeting became a member, nemelys

Williem J. Betts, 1827 Altura Drive, Concord. (685~5119)

o0 Q

Well; our Octobor Field Trip to Bodega Bay was a washout. Tho Belitzels,
who were to lead the expeditlon, would probably like to blame the rains
on some hopped-up Hopi Indians. Anyhow, Dick and Vi weren’t prepared
for a naval exerclss, sc they roluctantly had to call the trip of?f.
As Diok aays,

"liy epologles to sll who may have besn inconvenienced by not

knowing thet the trip was called off. We tried to call as

meny as we could, but the phones were Just not working in

cases. Instesd of watehing the birds come to us at Bodege,

w8 had so much waeter around our place that we axpected to see

some ducks go floating by the {ront door at any moment.®

L -] Q%



Lynn Farrar had to leave town In a hurry right after ths September
. field trip, so his report has bsen delayed until now:

"our mudflats Lrip, September 18, was better than anticlpated
from a tidal standpoint. Upon leaving Berkeley Station, we
visited Point Isabella, which 1a rapldly being industrlalizad,
and saw & rathor small group of shoreblrds, including Northern
Phalaropes and Black Turnstonea. From there we scouted the
Berkeley and rmeoryviile shores, catching Whimbrel and Semi-—
palmated Plover as well as coumon specles. As we proceeded
toward the Toll Plaza of the Bay Bridge, we made an unplanned
stop to wateh a Jhite-winged Secoter, Ruddy Ducks, and Lesser
3caups. Upon raaching the Toll Flaza, we had our best light
and a falr tide (incoming), giving our best birding of the day.
We flnally spotted what Tom and Sally Steller and Harry Couden
kept inslsting were not Forster’s Terns. And they were right,
as there were thrse flsegant Terns, with very bright swordlike
biils, at rest on a sandspit for all to see. A very nice filnd.
In sunmmary, birding was fair, with the number far below last
year. A fine turnocut of birders certainly made for pleasant
coupany, and I hope future outlngs willl also be well attended.

98irds observed: Brown Pelican; Lesser Scaup; wWhite—winged

Scoter; Ruddy Duck; Kestrel; Coot; Semipalmated and Black-bellied
rlovers; Kllldeer; Black Turnstone; Long-billed Curlew; Whimbrel;
Willet; Least and Western Sandpipers; Dunlin; Short-—billed Dow-
itcher; Marblod Godwit; Sanderling; Avocet; lorthern Phalarope;

. Western, Herring, California, Ring—bllled and Boneparte’s Gulls;
Forater’s and (3) flegant Terns; Loggerhead shrike; Western
Mleadowlark; House Finch; Savannah and Song Sparrows®.

O® 8O

The speaker at the October Wildlife Tour, "Ty" Hotohkiss, was
amazed at the size of the large audience tha% came out to see
his "Teton Trails". 1lr., Hotchkiss’ £ilm covered many angles

of the scenle and wildlife aspects of the area, and his pictures
of the ¢llmb up Grand Teton itself will probably never be du—
plicated by any member of this organization.

RO 0O

One of our members, Carroll Davis, is lat v.p. of the Contra Coste
Park & Rooreational Council. Among the Directors we find Ferd
Ruth, Jans Nemotz, and Nrs. John Davis. At the Councill’s annual
dinner recently, it was announced that wuast Bay MUD would hold landa
for parks for our County, if the County has definite plans for
acquisition over a reasocnable period of tima, Brlones Park might
be developed in the ncar future. Briones and Lafayette Reservoirs
might be developed by the County someday. Park Director lattison
1s now working out a "pay as you go” plan for making s ten year
plan of acquisition and development of these lands.

LN

. Congreas has shut down for the year. Sowe conservation progress
wes made; but there were failures, tco. Point Reyes becamas a
Natlonal Seashore, but without money for the acquisition of land. % q
Developsrs stilll use the bulldozers, although thosa 15 inches of -
raein mnoy slow them down. The Padre Island Seashore bill was signed,



The House completed congressional action on the Golden Eagle bill. Senator
Kuchel’s Tule Lake bill feiled. The Wilderness bill slseo failed, after opponents
tacked on encugh amendmenis to defeui iis purpose. The Presideani signmed o bill
permitiing the Interior Seceretary to sell up to 5 acres of public land to holders
of mining e¢laime. That's nice for the "squatters", bui it also opens foreat lend
1o abuse by resorts and bunting lodges,

Copeervationiste lost a friend, when Rep, Clem Miller died in a plane crash near
Eareka. One of the leadera in the Point Reyes fight, he will be buried in the
Park he helpoed ecreate. Late in the session he introduced for svudy a bill that
mould create a 204,000 conservation area, 1 ith 36 miles of oe=an frontage in
Humboldt¢ and Mendocino.

Marin and Golden Gaie Andubon Secieties were successful in meeiing the required
$20,000 downpayment option on the Audubon Canyon Ranch, Title goes to the two
sooleties; and also the $247,500 bill for the balance of peyment required in the
oext ten years.

L ]

Grepe growers in San Joaquin Valley are compl ining sbout damege done by siarlings.
The birds have besn blamed for well over 10§ crop damage in some vineyards siudied.
Pest scientists are testing chemicals for controlling the starling population,

Koppers Co. has developed a paste to slap on telephone poles to cut dovm woodpecker
damage. Can't burt the birds—just tastes awful,

Sacramente Andubon’s "The Observer” reports many shorebirds killed by botulism at
the Davia and Woodland sewer ponds in mid-Septltember,

Racently it was reported that the Florida Andubon Soeiety has arrapged for the
astablishment of more than o balf-million acres of rench land in soutb-central
Florida as n Beld Easgle sanctuary. Owners keep ibe land, bui have zgreed with
the Soclaty to maintain the propertiea in g manner to protect the eagles.

.- 4w

Ferd Buth haa told us about the vanishing Twle Flk, found only in Califormia.

A fow hundred are loft in Cwens Valley, but they are vietims of special bunta,
The City of Los Angeles is not opposed {o the use of 240 sq, mi, of land souih
of the Tinemaha Beservoir as a refuge, but somebody olce has to build the fence,
The Committee for the Preservation of the Tule Elk, 5602 Marklond Drive, Los
Angeles 22, is ceeking funds from interesied persops, Even a letter in hebalf
of the elk would show evidence of support.

There will be a Western Audebon Camp next surmer, at Treil Leke Ranch, Dubois,
Wyoming, in the Wind River Range. You can get particulurs from: Avdubon Camp,
P. 0, Box 36638, El Monte, Calif,

. a0

Ed Mize {Editor) ... 1283 Mt. Diablo Si., Concord, Calif, ... 682-9788
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Next Field Trip: Sundey, December 9, 9 a.m. Conn Dam Area.
The Shackelfords will be leaders.

Next Meoting: Timraday, Docemboer 13, 8 p.m. Room 211, Life Science Building,
Dieblo Valley College, Wo will see the Sierra Club film, "Xslend
in Time", and Iynn Farrar will tell us zbhout the ennual Cariatmas
Count,

Christnes Count: Sunday, December 23, (Details below)

Next Screen Tour: Thursdey, Jommery 24, 1963, Robert Hermes with his film, "Nove
Seotia = Land of the Seca",

Note that ihe Decexbor Field Trip will be on the Sunday before the next meeting,

It will be to the Comn Dem and Lake Honnessey arcas. This has been a popular Dscember
trip in previous yesrs, generally with good results., Thus, 71 bird species were
counted there laat year. The leaders, Frieda and Clair Sheckolford, hope to moet a
goed-sized group at © a.n. on Docenber 9 at the stone bridge on the Silverado Trail

aot far beyond Napa, Look for some cool and possibly daup weather, apd bring something
to nibble on, (Now that the new Bonieia bridge is open, you ean slecp a 1ittle longer

thet morning, )

Come to our next meeting amd seo the motion pieture that is credited with playing an
important pext in the passsge of the Point Beyes National Seachore bill, Progran
Chairman Jene Nemeiz has errenged for a showing of the Sierra Club film, "Islend in
Time", photographed by Lauvel Roynolds snd Mindy Willis, It is said to be an execellent
pletare, .... In asddition, Jane hos asked Lynn Farrar to b2 there and tell us the
whole story of the armaml Christmes Count, Lymm will have maps, past records, group-
ings, recsons for ths count, how it is conducted, and how the results are used.
Whether or pot you plan to atiend the count this yesr, you will find much of interest
in Lynn‘s telk, .... Plcasc note that this meeiing ia on our regnlar meeting might,
Thursday, December 13. At our September meeting we voted comditionslly to cheange the
December moeting to & Friday night, in the eveni that Mr. Haddick could ccxze down to
give us his postponed tzlks on rockas. Jene has sinece leamed that Mr, Haddick teaches
on Friday too, so ho wor't be dovn, The moeting has therefore reverted to our rsgular

night,
i
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Lyon farrer will be in charge of the Christmas Count; to bhe hsld this
year on December 23, The pctlusk dinner and summation will be held
at the Beitzel home (1713 3. 5th 3t., Concord) about 6 pm. Those
wishing to attend the dinner should contact Violet Beltzel (682-9588)
by Decemoer 17, so as to know what to bring. Lynn wants those
definitely plonning to attend the count to csll him (283-3938) after
& pr woekdays for assigmmants. Those not proviously assigned, or
lest minute participanta, should e at ths Lomusant in Pleasant 1ill
no_later than 7 am. on Decomber 23, Last yenr was cold, so you'd
pettar wear your woolens. Thoss who can onliy observe ot hone and
donst oxpect to attend the dinner can call thelr 1ists in to Lynn
Farrar or Dlck Belitzel.

O%her Fleld Tripa: dJano. 13 cos0 Tomales Bay
P'Bbo l? RN Tem1nouﬂ Iﬂland
ller. 17 <..o Rodeo Lagooni Canyon Ranch

3co0F

Lynn Farrar and Harry Couden wers the leaders o the two—day Field Trip
last month to the alllowa-tirldley areas. Hervy?s account of the trip
1s as follows:
TThis trip has alwcys been odtstanding. Aizain the weanther was
perfect, and the attundance gond with 11 blrders on Saturday
{4 cars) and 13 on Sunday {3 cars). The bulk of Saturday’s
group wag the Lynn Farrar aid Jane Nemeti station wagonloads
containing their youthful faunily membera, and the largest group
on sSunday was Carroll paviar busleoad bringing himself and 6
blology students. The Shajzeli'ords and tioudens wered in both

gTroups,.

foutstanding eightings on Saturday .- in addition to expsriencing
the proximity and flights of so many thonsands of waterfowl at a
tine — were the larye numbee and varlety of hawks, the three
Golden ..agles, 2nd the hilgh soacentratlons of Cackliing Goose.
Sunday high points sere a colony of Blagk—crowned iiight herons,
two— or three—hundred 3andhill Cranes in Tiight and on the
ground, a single :histling 3wan in flipght, and numorous

furtive Qallinuies — all of whom had seludod us on saturday.
Virginia Ralls wore aspotted twice.

Blrere wars 57 species countsd on Saturday, 5¢ on Sunday (in—
cluding 15 not seen on 3aturday, for a comblnea total of 72
for the trip. Birds observad were as follows:

Pyestern and Pled-bllled Grebe; white Pelican; Great Blue and
Bl ack—erowned wight Heron; Commoa and 3nowy Egret; American Bittern;
whistling Swan; Canada, White—fronted, sSnow, and Ross Goose (1i)});
Mellard; Pintall; OGreen~winged and Cinnamon Teal; Anerican Widygeon;
Srovaler; Rinz-necked, Canwvasabaclk, and Ruddy Luck; Turikey Vulturej
White—~talled Kite; Red-talled, Red—shouldered, Rougk-la;gaed; llarsh,
Ferpruginous, aind Sparrow Hawk; Golden magle (3); California uail;
Ring-necked Phreasant; 3andhill Crane; Virginia Rall; Common
Gallinulay Coot; Killdeer; Comnon Snipe; Greater Yelliowlega;
Deswiltehary; Avocoet; Ring-billed and Bonaparte’s Gull; lourning bDove;

FE
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Lurrowing C/A; Iingfishery; Rad—chalted I'Lickerz Wubtell’s
Woodpaclkerg ILlack Phoebs; Troe Swallow; Scerub Jays: Yellow—
bllled logpie; Crow; Long-billed llarsh tren; Nockingbirds
Rupg-—-crovmed Einglet; Pipit; Loggerhead sShrike; Starling;
Avdubonss Warblor; House Sparrow: Western Hsadowlarlts Rod-
winged Blackbird; Breworss Blackbirds House Finch; Americen
Coldllinch; Orsgon Junco; Savannnh, White—crownsd, Golden—
crowvnsed, and Song Sparrowse?

L

Note vhat there willl be no Sercen Towr until January, whon Robers
Hormee will ©Celk about HWove Seobln. Hemmath lorrisen®s £ilm, "Tho
Long Flight Beck", last month had much of interest in 1t about bird
species that sre sxtinct or nearly so. Some Audubon paintings were
cloverly ugcd to show ths venishet speciocs. It sooeme thet the rcoross
birds we have in this country now eve the Ivory-billad Woodpeckewr,
which may bo extinet, and the sverglaedeon Kito, of which no mors tham
S or ¢ pemain. Mr. Morrison urged his listeners %o support con~
servatlon groups, and be singled out ths lib. Disblo Audubon Socioty.

*Reg

Jolm Bruce, scieonce teacher at Sen Remon Nigh, sends & pertinent

quotaiion from Wallace Stegner, Diresctor of Stanfordrs Creative

Writing Cenber, as follows:
"Something will have gone out of us ms & people iIf we ever
Lot the reomaining wilderness be destroyed; If we permlt ths
last virgin lorsats to be turned into comic bhoolks and plastic
clgavatie cases; if wo drive the few remeining members of ths
wild species into 2008 or te extinction; IFf we pollute Lthoe
last cleey air and dirty the last cloaw streams, and push ouw
paved roads through the last of pilence, so that never agein
will Americans be free in their owm country from the noise,
the oxheusta, the stinks of human and antomotive waste eeze
We 2imly need that wilad country avelloble o us, even if we
never do wmore then drive to iis edgo end look in. For it
can be @ moans of reasguring ocursslves of our sanivy as
croatures, as part of ths geography of hopo.?

e e

Wonder if Congressman Aspinell, who smothered the Wilderness Bill in
hls Commliteo, ever vead those WOXrcEs? ee. Congress changed little in
thoe Novembsr elections, mo look for more Cll1ly-dallying. esees Sene
Knchelss bill o keep 90,000 acree of merch in the Tule Leke-lamath
Lalte aress, diled ia tho House Interiox Committoa, for leck of a
quorum in the Tinal days of thoe sessions The Senator will Introducs
the measura in the next seasion, ond he hopes for paessge.

Army Englneers ars developing 50 acres on the NW cornor of Laka
liendocine (3 miles north of Ukich) for plenie end camp 8iteg, trails
end landgeaping. ... San Prancilsce expocts to make a survey of
possible recreatlonal uses of the Cibyss Sen Uateo county wabershed.

The Sunday Chronicle says that sterlings eve nesting in Golden Gabe

Park, and 1% is but a mettor of tims until they roost downbtorm and

make theo plgeons look Like angelse ... The Administration in Washing—

ton 15 trylng teo »id the White House grounds of starlings, qu
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