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Noxt Mseting: Thursday, January 10, 8 p.m. Room 211, Life Science
Building, Diablo Valley College. Some youth projects will
be displayed and discussed during ths progrem.

Next Field Trip: Sunday, January 13, 9:30 a.m. Tomales Bay.
Carlyle Sather will lead.

Next Soreen Tour: Thursday, January 24, 8 p.m. Dieblo Valley College Gymnasium.
Robert Hermes presents “Nova Scotia - Land of the Sea”.

Saveral years ago we had a very successful Youth Project night. Jane Hemetz,
our Program Chairman, is making arrangements for another such night for our
next meeting, Janvary 10. There will be displays of natural history projects,
and during the progran there will be disoussions and interpretations of these
studies by youths of many ages - fram the Elementary School to the Junior
College level. Jane has been guiding children in nature projects for many
years, 3o she will be able to pick out displays that she knows will be of
interest to our Growp. This program might sppeal to sare families. We invite
you to bring your interested children a&nd other visitors.

On our next Field Trip, we return to the east ghore of Tamales Bay, with
Carlyle Sather again as our leader. Carlyle is an expert on idemtifying the
meny species of waterfowl that collect at Tamsles this time of the year. Here
are his directions:

"Maet at the grocery stora parking lot in Inverness at 9:30
the morning of January 13. It can bes chilly at this tims
of the year, so pleasse bring warm clothing. Lunch and
scopas will be very ussful. Bring your friends, and I will
try to make birders out of them.”

Other Field Tripe: :
Feb., 17 eess Torminous Island

Mayr. 17 eess PRodmo Lagoon; Canyon Ranch
Bore 21  ve.e Moss Landing; HMt. Madonna
Apr. 28 asws Mt. Diablo (SOu'I:h G&te)
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. Flan to attend the next Audubon Wildlife Tour, January 24. Beautiful
Nova 3cotla wlll be shown to us by one of the best photographers and
speakers in the business, Bob Hermes, who has been with us several
times. Recently, he was commissioned by Nova Scotle to film s
plcture of that province. As you ses pictures of the forest primeval,
you will be reminded of the opening lines of ®Evangeline®. You will
see the habitats of cormorants, elder, and puffin. A fitting climax
will be lapse—time plctures of the famous tides in the Basin of liinas.

if you are Interested in attending a no-host dinner at the Adobe in
Concord, prior to the show, contact Violet Bsitzel (682-9588) several
days before the Z4th.

[

sighteen chllled blrders met on the Slilverado Trall above Napa on
December 9 in the fog. The Shackelfords could be discerned as leadera,
but few birds were vislble, so the party went up the hill to Conn Dam
end Lake Hennessey, where the sun was shining and there was a cool wind,
Distant views through the scopss showed swans and geese on the far shora.
On the way around the Lake, ducks of many specles swam about. Ring-
necked Ducks were In excellent plumage. After a lunch stop, a visit
was made to the illcox Ranch, where more lambs than birds were seen,
Back to the Lake for more birding, and then the party dropped down

the hill and ran into soupy fog near Vallejo.

. Birds observed: Horned, dfared, iestern, and Pled-billed Grebes;
Double—crested Cormorant; Great Blue Heron; ithistling Swan; Canada
and Snow Goose; MNMallard; Pintail; American \tidgeon; \iood, Redhead,
Ring-necked, Canvasback, and Ruddy Ducks; Lesser Scaup; Goldeneye;
Bufflehead; Common lerganser; Turkey Vulture; Sharp-—shinned, Red-
talled, Red—shouldered, and Sparrow Hawks; Golden kagle; California
Quall; Hing-necxed Pheasant; Coot; Killdeer; Qlaucous and Ring-—
billed Gulls; Mourning Dove; Annass Hummingbird; Belted Kingfisher;
Red—shafted Flicker; Acorn and Nuttall’s Woodpecker; Yellow-aixims
bellled Sapsucker; Black and Say’s Phoebe; Scrub Jay; Crow; Titmouse;
Bushtit; White-breasted and Red-breasted Nuthateh; rentit; Bewlck’s
Wren; Robin; Hermit Thrush; Western Bluebird; Golden-crowvned and
Ruby—crowned Kinglets; FPipit; Loggerhead Shrike; Audubon’s \/arbler;
Meadowlark; Brewer’s Blackbird; Purple and House Finch; Pine Siskin;
Lesser Goldfinech; Rufous—sided and Brown Towhee; Oregen Junco; Lark,
White—crouned, Golden—crouned, Fox, and Song Sparrows.

ooon

It?s too early for a complete summary of the Christmas Count, held on
December 23. The number of observers was smaller than last year, but
the number of bird species was close to the previous two year*sa, At
the potluck dinner at the Beitgzel’s, Lynn Farrar told us that 115
specles had been counted.

eogo

. Lynn had briefed us well on the Christmas Count at our last meeting.
Our first count, in 1854, showed 89 aspscies and a total of 6,000 birds;
in 1361 there were 119 spacles and 44,000 birds. So ar about 148
specles have been seen on the counts. Lynn pointed out that we have an

excellent area here, ranging from the marshes of Suisun B
8lopes of Nt. Diablso ay to the
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Lynnes ¥alk followed a showing of the Slerra Club’s "Island in Time",
It 18 g relioef to know that some of the beautiful lands photographed
for this excsllent plcture have besen saved for a National Seashore.

At this meeting, Ferd Ruth opened a letter from Jjohn and Allce Porter—
field end showed us a check that will pay for two half-—scholarships

at the San Jose School of Nature Study. e are indeed fortunate to
have members 1like the Porterfields, interested emough in ths training
of naturallists and teachers %o give these scholarships in the name of
our 3oclety. Our sincere thanks go to them once more.

Ferd also warned us that a movement is now under way to reclassify
some of the 3tate Parks as Recreatlon Areas, wherein hunting would be
permlittod, He has been iInformed that there 1s 1llttle chance that
Mt. Diablo 3tate Park will be declassifleds eeo Subssquently, it has
been announced that the purchase price for 839 acres of federal lands
has boen donated by a Colonel Wood for sddition to this perk. 80
acres of this would adjoin the present park. ... The John iluir home,
near lMartinez, has been deasignated & Nationel historie site by the
Department of Interior.

Two montha ago, Ferd Ruth polnted out that, by passing Proposition 14
in the November electlon, thoe people have given awey many tideland
BCIOS. Sure enough, we have recently read that 600 aores of property
at Candlestick Cove, necar Hunters Point, will be given to private
developers to fIll for an industrial park. .. Not all ¢idelands will
g0 to industry, however. The City of Napa 1s buying land and making
plans for an extensive park system along the Napa River opposite the
State Hospitel.

Most of Angel Island has besn turned over to the State for park
PUrposes. It will be more than a year before the sxisting park
can be enlarged to the full 640 acres.

Around the world: Over 2 mllilion flamingoa, half ths world’s popu-—
lation, perlshed in Africa as the result of & drought driving them to
highly alkaline pools. Only 130,000 were saved. ses OVor 6 million
Sudanese dloch birds have been killed by the Sudan government¢ in an
offort to save orops. ... An airplane crash near Baltimore recently
has been attributed to a Whistling Swan meeting a Viscount. e..

Atom tests in the South Pacific may advance mankind’s knowledge, but
they have meant certain death to untold numbers of S0abirds ee..
Belicoptering visitors in the Antarctic are drlving the Adslie
penguins towards extinction by frightening birds off the nestg,
loaving eggs to the hungry skuas,

se e

We now have a 31st Natlonal Parlk - 94,161 acrs Petrified Forest
Natlonal Park. An act of Congress in 1958 atipulated that when

all 8000 acres of non-Federal land within the former Petrifled Foraest
National Lionument were acquired by the Government, it would become a
National Park, Thia has been done.

Ed Mize (Editor) see 1206 NE. Dlablo st. » Concord ... 682*—*9786

L
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Next Moeoting: Thursday, February 14, 8 p.m, Roem 211, Life Science Building,

Diable Valley College, Robert Lassen of the Califormia Dopariment
of Fish and Gemec will diseuss “"Waterfowl Migration”.

Next Field Trip: Sunday, Februnary 17, 9:15 a.m. Delta Region. Barbsra Bonniekson
and Bev Wilder will lead.

Next Serssp Tour; Wednesday, Februsry 27, 8 p.m. Diablo Valley College Gymnasium,
Ehen MeMillan will present "The Shandon Hilla",

Some time ago, Program Chairwen Jane Nemetz tried to arrange for a program on migratory
birds, but the contactsd wembers of the Fish and Game Dapartment were too busy migrating
during the hunting season, and we had to settle for a eouple of intereoting films., We
were assured, however, that & spoaker would gladly appear at a lster meeting. Recently,
Janc contactsd Pish and Game sgein end was told that Mr, Robert Lassen, Gemc Monugement
Supervisor, would be happy to come and talk to us on the subject of "Weterfowl Migra-
tion", Feb. 14th at 8 p.n. He will have charts to aid his presentation, and will dbe
prepared to answer .uestions from the audience. It should bo an interesting program.

Jane says that before the meeting, there will be & no-hoat dimnmer at the Nut Bowl in
Plessunt Hill at 6:156 p.m., Here's & chance to go out to dimmer on Valentino's Day.
Contact Janc at 934-3295 by the 12th, so she can meke definite reservations for s table,

*e s

Bev ¥Wilder, co—leader with Barbava Bonnickson, cepds these directions for our next
Field Trip, February 17, when we reiturn to the Thornton-Delta arsa to see aquatie
birds, ocwaps, goese, Sandhill Cranes, curlews, hauks, ete.

"Moet at the Cale at the south end of Thornton at 9:16. Ue umst leave no later then
9:30 in order to complete the trip and meet » ferry-hoat schedule, If you are late,
look for the ceravan south of town at the first road going to the west; we will go
cleaxr to the river on it. Taoke Highvay 24 to the Rio Vista bridge; turn right (ecast)
on Highway 12 acroas the delts about 12 miles {o the turn-o?f marked Thoratom. Then
turn loft (north) about 8 miles to towa. The Cafe will be on the right as you enter
town, Bring lunch, warm clothea, binoculare and scopes., If ve get to the Terminous
Ferry to Staten Iasland before 11:45 a.m,, we will get acrous the river toc eat lunch
and wateh the geese and svana in the corn fields, The free ferry will not rum
during the lench hour under any circumstances, It only takes 3 to 4 cars at a tiwe
and the limit is 10 peeple, but it only takes 5 minutes to oross. There will be po
walking., 8o you cam enjoy birding from the car, For further informetion, call Bev
Wilder at 934-6383,." L{
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Other Field Trips:

Har. 17 ..0o Rodeo Lagoon; Canyon Ranch
April 21 .cco Moas Landing; Mt. liadonna
April 28 ... ME. Diablo {South Gate)

May & ssso Plnnacles Hational lMonument

2000

The next Audubon \illdliifs Tour, February 27, features Eben Mclillan and
"The Shandon Hills", Wherers Shandon?% Sounds like it?a in Ireland;
but actually it’s about 20 miles sast of Paso Robles. Near there the
Nclilllans have a ranch on which they have provided a refuge for wild
creatures. This picture is a blological calendar of the aseasons at
Shandon Hills, and 1t should appeal to us, since sc many of its subjects
might be seen on our own fleld trips. ¥Mr. lMclllllan 18 one of the
plllars of the Paso Robles Audubon Society .... Reservations for a
no-host dinner at the Adobe in Concord prior to the lecture can be made
by contacting Vlolet Baltzel (682-9588) several days before the 27th.,

g o0

The Culifornia Perk Commission has voted to keep lit. Diablo as a State
Fark, thus prohibiting any hunting there in the near futurse. Nearly
800 acres of former federal land are being added to the Park, thanks to
an anonymous coniribution. This acquisitlion adds 79 acres on the east
boundary, 200 acres in Perkins Canyon, and 440 acres on sagle PeakK: ce.
Franks Tract 1n the Delta will be classified as a Recreation Area,
primarily for nautical use ... Top priority has been assigned by the
Perk Commission to the purchase of a wilderness park in the San Bernard--
ino Lountains and to a similar area in the Russiasn River country.

The Contra Costa Park and Recreation Departument has developed a 9 milllon
dollar pay—as—you-go rrogram for the acquisition and developmeni of 14
park sites over the next 20 years. Had the County bond 1ssue passed
last year the bill would have bsen a mere 7.5 #illion dollars. The
preosent plan will eadd 6,880 acres to the park system by 1873,

do0w

Several bllls of interest to us were introduced in the California leglis—
lature 1in Januarye oo State‘Senator Cameronts bill, SB 153, would
place the recently defeated 150 milllion bond i1ssue on the 1864 general
election ballot. o0. Senator Colller?’s bill, SB 3, would give ths
Department of Parks and Rec¢rsation power to condemm property if negotl-
ations fail, such failures asccount for the staters hiking and riding
tralls being only about a thousand miles today, whereas 35,000 milaa

wore p.annad 19 years agt. os.. Since some northern countiesa fear loss

of tax revenued; if new parks are placed there, one bill would reimburse
the countles for sueh tax losses. .. Another blll would remove the
State bounty on wountain llons, ... Most omlnous proposed legislation

19 Senator Regan*s bill, SB 117, which would repssl the State law agsainst
motorized travel within wllderness arsas. Although the Federal laws
would remain on the books, evaslons would be eaaier.

On the National sesne: No news — 13 not neceasarily good news.

D300

Speclal Notice: During February there will be an Audubon exhibit in the
display case at the Concord Library. Drop arcund and see what Glen
Shanks, lMargarat Shanks; and Jane Nemetz have arranged for public display.

ooue 5
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Here is Lymn Farrer’s report on the 1962 Christmas Count:

Q0ur 1v62 Christmas Count was held on Sunday, December 23, and
produced quite satisfactory results. The day was cold to mild —
not as cold as in past years. The extremely foggy weather of the
preceding weok ailmost miraculously dissipated leaving only local
petohes which did not hamper the count at all. Wind was mlld up to
8 or 10 mph and the only real dlacomfort was very heavy ground
molsture exverienced by the Pine Canyon group. A total of 116
specles was seen, 1ll4 reported to National, and thse total number of
birds of all kinds was 14,069. WWhile this was not a record for
the count, it represented a most satlafactory result for a great deal
of hard work and, 1 hope, fun on the part of the participants. I
would like to offer my heartlest thanks to the many who took part in
the count, but to save space I will not list the names. Also, a
speclal thunks to the Beltzels, who put up with us that Sunday evening
at the potluck dinner and recap.

tJust one note for future counts. It would be better if all
participants would contast the leader of the count if they are going
to be in the field, We mlssed covering some areas of importance
thias year which could easlly have produced common birds not othorwise
seen, wven two hours in a car on regular roads would have given us
this coverage. This is the only time during the year in which we
ask for something definite from our members in the way of fleld work.
Flease remember that every little bit helps. Thanks again,

Lynn Farrar.

"pirds observed, and numbers:

Eared Grebe, 63 \eatern Grebe, 15; Pled-billled Grebe, 13;
Double—orested Cormorant, 1l; Great Blue heron, 43 Green Heron, 1l
Black-erownad liight Heron, 2; Common ngret, 2; Snowy ngret, 1lj
Amerlcan Bittern, 1l; Canada Goose, ¥1l; .hite~fronted Goose, 26;
Mallard, 283 Pintall, 334; Green-winged Teal, 63 Cinnamon Teal, 4}
Shoveler, 3563 American Widgeon, 116; Ring-necked Duck, 1l4; Cunvas--
back, 503 Lesser Scaup, 903 Common Goldeneye, 3; DBufflehead, 3}

Ruddy Duck, 363 Hooded lierganser, 23 GCommon llerganser, 2;

Turikey vVulture, 73 hite-talled Kite, 4; Sharp—shinned
Hawk, 13 Cooper’s Hawk, 2; Red-talled Hawk, 33; Golden Bagle, 1;
LMarsh liawk, 103 Sparrow Hawk, 40; Californias Quail, 72; Ring-—
necked Pheasant, 13 Common Gallinule, 6; American Coot, 679;

Killdeer, 47; Black-bellied Plover, 1; Common Snipe, 23 Greater
Yellowlegs, 11l; Leasat Sandpiper, 132; Dunlin, 15; Long-billed
Dowltcher, 3; .ovstern Sandpiper, 32; American Avocet, 2; Glaucous—
winged Gull, 3; California Gull, 610; Ring-billed Gull, 765; llew
Gull, 13 Bonsparte’s Gull, 19; liowrning Dove, 5633; Barn Owl, 23
Great Hormed QOwl, 2; Burrowing Owl, 53 Short—eared Owl, 1;

White—throated sSwift, 503 Amna’s Hummingbird, 8; DBelted
Kingfisher, 3; Red—shafted Flicker, 51; Acorn Vloodpecker, 41;
Yellow-bellled Sapsucker, §; Hairy \Wioodpecker, 23 Downy Woodpecker,

3 Nuttall’s Woodpecker, 22; Black Phoeba, 4; FHorned Lark, 17;
Violet—green Swallow, 8 (a fantastically good find for the count);
Steller»s Jay, 6; 3crub Jay, 118; Common Crow, 103 Flain Titmouse, 82;
Common DBushtit, 1833 White-~broasted Huthatch, 14; Wrentit, 103
{(continued on the next page) (
g
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ainter wren, 1 (firat time for count); Bswick’s Viren, 2; Long—bllled
narsh wren, 12; Rock wren, 1; Nockingbird, 30; Cselifornla Thrasher,
8; Robin, 31 {yesa, only 31)3 Varied Thrush, 2; Hermit Thrush, 4;
“ostern Bluebird, 62; Ruby—crownsd Kinglet, 523 \ater Pliplt, 50;
Cedar .axwing, 22 {only); Loggerhead Shrike, 22; 3tarling, 63
Hutton’s Vireo, 1@ Audubon’s Warbler, 73; Ye.lowthroat, 4; Houde
Sparrow, 2473 .estern Meadowlark, 3603 Red—winged Blackbird, 956;
Tri-—colored Blackbird, 1L0b; Brewer’s Blackbird, 5407; Purple Finch,
4; House -inch, 246; Amorican Goldfinch, 121; Lesser Gold{inch,
3593 Rufous—eldad Towhees, 263 Brown Towhee, 583 Savannah Sparrow,
903 Lark Sparrow, 18; Rufous-orowmed 3parrow, 10 (good numbers)
Oregon Junca, 2723 White—orowned Sparrow, 2803 Golden—crowned
Sparrow, 160; Fox Sparrow;, 3; 3ong Sparrow, 80; and 1 had an
Orisntal Myna et Banoroft?s place that was obriously an eascapee and
waa not reported to Navional Audubon for the count. Also seen during
the count period was Long-bllled Curlew®,

o000

3ome rare birds, besiaes Mynahs, were seen by other Auduboners in the
States The Orange County branch derinitely saw Cattle ugrets and a
Ruff. Sen Fernando Vallsey reported 4 Yellow-hesded Blackbirds way

of £ course. A Bald sagle was reported ovor sncho Park in L.A., and
Santa Clara Valley reprortad two adult Bald Eagles near Calaveras
Ressrvolr. ... All Calilfornia branches reported few robins and waxwings.
Last yeer we reported 5,822 Robina; this year only 3l Where did they
all go? vid they find plenty of food in the hilla; or dld they all
stay northft

prratas There wers no Glaucoua Gulls seen at Conn Dam. There weore
Ring-billed Gulls and an unidentified gull.

acaco

Last call for the Audubon Asilomar conference, April 6 - 9. Get Frogram
and Registration Porms from Audubon eaterm Conference, 2426 Bancroft
Way, Berkeley 4. Parsons may participate on a dally basls. o... The
8th Bisnnial Wilderness Conference, sponsorsd by the Sierra Cludb, will
be held Merch 8 — 10 at the Sheraton—Palace in 3S.F. Tppie, "Tomorrow’s
Wilaernesa¥. Several notable speakers, and a buas trip te Pt. Reyes
National seasbore., For information write Slerra (lub, iiills Towver,

San Franclisco, 4.

oo00

We hed more younsters than adults at our January meeting, as Jane
Hametz brought along a couple dozen puplls from her classes at .ialnut
Acrus and San [Migusl 3chools to give us scholarly discussions on the
life zones and natural features of lNt. Dlablo. Considerable praise
for the mannsr in which thess young scientists presented their projects
and for thsir exhibites. On the Junior Collsge level, two of Ferd
Ruth®’s studenta gave talks on ths topography of the quail and on
ysllow Jacset nests. AR yellow jacket nest was on exhibition but,
fortunately, the yellow jackets weren’t.

0000

Bd Mize (mditor) ..o 1266 Mt. Diablo St., Concord ... OSB2-4786
Dick Beitzel (President) .. 1713 S. bth 3t. Concord ... 68205688 7
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Next Heetving: Thmradey, March 14, 8 po. Roonm 211, Life Seiemce Building,
Diable Vallsy College. A film on Canyon BRanch will be shomn,
Next Pield Trip: Sunday, Harch 17, ©:30 em. Bolinas Bay end Cenyon Ranch.

The Coundens will lead.

Next Soreem Tour: Friday, March 29, 8 pm, Diablo Valley College Gymmasiumm, Karl
Maglowski precents "Gone With The Wilderncas",

We have heard much in rscont months about Canyon Banch -~ 807 seres of Marin County
that Marin and Goldam Gete Audubon Societies are buying for a nature manctuary,

The initial dovn payment hac boen met, snd after ton more ennusl payments of $24,760,
title will go to Audubon Canyon Rench, Inc., and the project will be man jointly by
both societies., For our nex? meeting, June Nemotz liss arrenged for a showing of a
fils on thic erea, The picture vwas teken by Laurel Reynoldz and Mindy Willis, who
turned out the Sierrs Club f£ilm, "Islend in Ticme', which delighted sc many of us at
cur Docenber meeting., Thke nev £ilm hes also met with favorsble responss elsewhera,

Our Moreh field trip slsc features the Canyon Rancherea, Leader Harry Couden says,

“This is our first trip to Bolinas Bay and Canyon Bsmeh, and it chould become
anothar favorite, Y¥e sconted it a couple of weckends ago, Canyon Banch, tke
big purchase and youth trairing project of the Goldsen Gate emd Marin Societies,
apd recently publicized im the Chriastian Boience Monitor, is located on large
Bolines Logoon, juct 3 1/2 miles morth of Stinson Beach on Stete Higlway No, 1.
Turn in at tho gate marked Canyon Rench and park im fromt of the milk hounge
about 0:30 Sunday merning, Maorech 17, Bring lunch, seepe, binoculars, antici-
pation and stray Irichmen,

"It's over B0 miles to the Ranch -~ close to 2 hours driving time, no matter
vho you are, whether you serpentine up Highway 1, climb over the Panoramie
Highway from Mill Velley, or take the winding road from Faoirfex io Bolinas &md
come out onto Highwey 1 a miie north o? Canyon Esmch. All routes are intercst-
ing; and, of cource, thay will be 2cenic at the rate you mst travel,”

g
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Noxt Meating: Tharsday, April 11, 8 pa. DPoom 211, Life Science Building, Diable
Valley College, The Ademsons will show slides featering tke birde
of the San Blas area of the Wost Mexiean Comot,

Next Field Trips: Sunday, April 21, 10 am. Moas Larding and Mi. Medonna, M Mize
will lesd,

Svnday, April 28, 7 em, South Galte area of M¢, Diable. Lymn
Farrer will lead,

Saturday and Sunday, Mey 4 and 5. Pimmecles National Memument,
. e Ademasons will leed,

L ]

Leot Docember Harry amid Betiy Ademsonr joined & University of Califormia Extemsior
Class in San Blas, op the west ceaat of Mexzico, Afier a weok with this groap, Harry
and Betiy stsyed a conplo weoks longer im vestern Moxzico, befors reiurning home with
soze ouistending pictares of the junglo country and i¢s birds. At our next meeting,
on April 11, the Adamsons will shkow us their piciurcs alomg wiih others they kave col-
lectod, so thati ve shonld come awsy with o good iden of vhet cem ba seem im the Stale
of Nayarit. (If you want o previev of this chow, roed the srticle on San Blas, which
begino on page 81 of the lateot, April, issue of Sumcet.)

So os net to con?liet with Esotor ard Mothers Day fostivities, the April Field Trip

has Doen scheduled a week later thenm unsurl apd ¢he May Field Trip a week sarlier, In
between, Lynn Fexrar will lead & special irip o Mt, Diablo te look for werblers and
vireos, This mesns theot we Dave three fiold ¢rips aveilable cm three suecessive weekonds.

The firct of theso trips will be on Sundoy, April 21, to the Mosz Landing area and MS.
Madonns, Ve birded Moos Lending last year on the vay to Monterey, bt Mt, Madonna will
be a nov spot for omr group., It's a loeg trip Lfor one dey, but camping is available
domm that way for those whe wich to make a two-day trip out of it, Your editer will
be the leader; and here are my directions sri nome notes:

. "Maot at 10 am Sunday at the Jetiy Road om Highkway 1 juot north of Moss Landing,
The tido will be om its wey out, end there shoumld be a goed selection of birds,
including aveccts, grebes, gulls, duecks, terns, end other shore bixdo. Bring »
lunck and either eat it thore or at Mt, ladonna, whick you get to by returning
to Vetoonvillo and ther going cast on Eighwey 152 cboet © miles to the top of oT
Heckor Pasa, where thore will be a paved road zeing up the hill io Mt, Madonna,
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"Santa Clara County has a mountain park on the 1800 ft. summlt,
and thls 3,000 acre park contalns open spaces, redwoods, oaks,
and madrones. leat again at the Park Headquarters about
2 pm Sunday, snd we can blrd ths rulns of Henry Hlller?’s
country home with its surrounding open lands and see the
descendants of Hearst’s albino deer. Campsites are availsble
at this park, but can be wet and cold in April. If the
weather is reasonable, I plan to camp at Sunset Beach State
Park, west of Jatsonville, probably in the less—crowded
Campground A. Hope to bird there about 3 pm Saturday.”

The following sSunday, April 28, Lynn Farrar will lead a group up the
south side of lLit. Diablo to look for warblers and vireos. He says,
YWe have %o go early, if we expect to see them, so mest at
7 am at 3an Ramon Hi in Danville. We will blrd between
South Gate and Rock City on the mountain after the gate
opens, so latecomers can spot us somewhere along this road."
(xditor's note: Dom*t forget Daylite Saving Time.)

There is also a Fileld Trip on the weekend of lay 4 and 6, wlth Harry
and Betty Ademson as leadors. Harry says:
®phis is an overnight trip to Pinnacles NWatlonal IHonumant.
We will probably camp in the old CCC camp 1n 0ld Plinnacles
Canyon. Since there are no motel or restaurant accomodetions
at the lionumsnt, bring cauping gear, food, comfortable shoes,
flashlight, and canteen. We haven’t been down thers for a
couple of years, but prospects are that we can sees a variaety
of birds not generally seen in our county."

ceee

Other Field Trips:

Hay 19 .ce Arroyo liocho
June 16 +.. Yuba Pass
June 23 ... Pine Canyon
J'uly 14 .o Wright's Lako

oe80

Here 1s a report from Lynn Farrar on the Feb. 17 Terminous trip:
"Birds were on the scarce side, with only about 200 Sandhill
Cranes soen. Geese and ducks were very low in number, and
no geese were seen in neighboring flelds from the road, only
across the sloughs., A pleasant day weatherwlse, but the birds
could have besn more cooperative,

¥*Birds observed: Piled-bllled Grebe; Boubla-—orested Cormorant;
Common tgret; Whistling Swan; White—f{ronted and Snow Goose; Mallard;
Green—winged and Cinnamonr Teal; Lesser Scaup; Ruddy Duck; Turkey
Vulture; ‘Vhite-talled Kilte; Red—talled, Red-—shouldered, Marsh, and
Sparrow Hawk; Ring-necked Pheasant; Sandhill Crane; Gallinule;
Coot; Killdeer; Long-billed Curlew; iilllet; Greater Yellowlegs;
Ring-billed Gull; Mourning Dove; Burrowing Owl; Belted Kingfisher;
Red-shafted Flicker; Black Phoebe; Scorub Jay; Raven; Long-billed
Marsh Wren; NMookingbird; Robin; Loggerhead Shrike; Audubon
Warbler; House Sparrow; Meadowlark; Red-winged and Brewer Blackbird;

/0
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House Finch; Rufous—sided and Brown Towhee; Savannegh, \ihlte—crovned,
Golden—crowned, and Song Sparrow.™

No report yet on the Audubon Canyon and Bollnas Bay weokend. A goed
crowd turned out on a beautliful day. Birding was done in the morning
along Bolinas Lagoon, to take advantage of & low tide, and there were
wonderful displays of Black Brant and other water blrds not usually
seen. Lunch at the Ranch, in sight of the herons and egrets 1ln the
rookery, and then birding in the afternoon on the tralls of the Ranch.

we voted at our liarch meeting to contribute to the Audubon Canyoen Ranch
fund — only a small amount, but then our supply of funds 1s limited.
A good crowd enjoyed the film on the Ranch, and the picture proved to
be good preparation for the fleld trip the followlng Sunday. (A
special thanks goes to Jane Newmetz for all the extra trouble she went
to in order to get the film %o us in time. The film 1s =0 popular
that the copy we used had not been returned to the office untll the
day of our meeting, and Jane had to make a speclal trip to get it.
This marks about the third time this year that she has had to make
speclal arrangements at the last minute — and that 1s work far beyond
the requiremsnts of a Program Chajirman})

LI ]

We have some new members:

Mrs. Ann Cavanagh, 1431 Barbls way, Concord

Lucille and Willlem Pinoh, 314 Ada Drive, lartinez

lirs. Amy llansen, 2221 Newell Avenue, Walnut Creek
An officiel welcome to them, and may they {ind something worthwhile in
our meetlings, fleld trips, projects, and bulletin. Qur last Screen
Tour speaker, Karl lMaslowskl, urged the audience to think about
Joining our group.

L N -]

At the March meeting, Lynn Farrar jumped to his feet with the plea that
members submit bird sightings to "The Juail®™ so that others will know
what?’s going on. The sditor replied that he is glad to report such
sightings — but first he has to receive them, So send them in!

Lynn pointed ou% that the Spring Higration began sarly 1n liarch.

He sighted Orange-crowned warblers on lLiarch 2, and has since reported
Ruby—crownad Kinglets singing in his back yard. The Shackelfords
have seen Rufous and Allen Hurmingbirds. Your kditor reports seeing
his firat Bullock Orlole of the season in hls backyard in Concord on
irarch 26, nineteen days sarlier than last ysar. ... lsewhere,
lierin Audubon records sightings of a Nashville Varbler in Inverness,
for the first time in the county, thils Svyring. Pasadena Audubon
reports that several members saw llexico’s national bird, the
Caracara, near Oceanslde.

doep

In early liarch the Slerra Club sponsored lts B8th Biennial Wilderness

Conference. I was able to attend the Friday session and heard

several nationally known speakers. Here are some thoughts that

wore not sensational enocugh to get into the papers:
«Carl Buchhelster, Natlional Audubon President, pointed out that
wild 1ife needs wilderness as well as man. It’s fine to save [
some land in Texas for the tthooping Crane, but the Crane would
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be extinct by now were 1t not for the wilderness of Wood
Buffelo Watlional Park in Horthern alberta. Likewise, you
can have jest Indian Flamingoes at a racetrack 1n [ilami, but
the Flamingo will disappear, if its nesting spot on Great
Inague in the Garibbean wore to be overrun by man. The
caribou, grizzly, and mountain lion all need willdernoss, %too.
oD¥e A« Spllheus, from the University of Mimmosotz, sald that
more ducks are killed by oil than by hunting., He fears that
eventually most of the rivers will deliver no vater to the
sea. lle wants international agreement to reserve underwater
Pocoan parks” or even an isclated uninhabited island as a
willdernass ayeoa.

«A 8)eaker from the floor suggested that we bring a little
wllderness back into the Clty. Hot a bad ldeas

A similey plea for saving 2 little wilderness near our citles was
made by sarl ifaslowskl, whose "Gone VWith The Wilderness™ brought our
Screen“Tours to a closes He called wilderness "a cormunity of wild
‘bhinéﬂ 'y

If your blood cen stand e litile bolling, go to the nearest Library
and read the March Herper!s article "Congressman Aspinall vs The
Paople of the United States®. Reed how one man thumbed his nose
at millions of Awsricans by zoing home to Golorado the last three
weeks of the last Congress so that the \/ilderness Bill, which had
been voted out of his Committee, would not be presented for debate
and vote on the floor of the llouses sss The labest Wildorness Blll
has been approved by the Senate Interior Committes, but Aspinall

1s dctermined Lo delay and blook passage of any \Vllderness Bill,

At the last Scroon Tour, the annual Porterficld awards were presented to:
llrs. llary Rios and lirs. Virginia sScheefer, who will sach
roceive a two weelk scholarship at the San Jose State Fleld
school of Natural lilstory;
Vickie Bodeman, ilery Rios, and Blll Fox, who each recelved
& copy of te Lawvrenceo Palmer?s "Fieldbook of Natural Listory%.
In eddition to these generous glifts from Alice and John Yorterfileld,
our own Soclety voted at the liarch meeting to set up an awsrd to a
toachor, The winner was James Utz, teacher at VWalnut Acres School,
who will receive a scholarship to tho 3an Jose olusse

We read of en honor going to one of our faithful members — Mrs.
Isabolla licGechon, who was glvem a spoolial presentation for 45 years
of service to the Red Cross. what were you dolng 45 years ago?

The Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors tentatively approved a
16 milllion dollar, 20~year, park plan, wvhich would require a tax rnte
of 8¢ per ?100. The Supervisors favored submitting the plan to the
voters. ces sast Bay Reglonal Parks wanta to increase 1ts tax rate
from 64 to 10f for 6 years %o acquire and improve major areas in
Sunol Valley, Coyote Hllls, Cull Creek Canyon, and along San Lorenzo
Creek.

aocee

1d lkilze (Editor) oee 1266 lit. Diablo Stop Concord .. 68290786
Dick Beitzel (President) .o 1713 S. 6th Ste.,Concord .. 682-0688
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Nexi Meeting: Thursday, May 9, 8 pm. Room 211, life Science Building, Diskle
Valley College, The Adamsons will show slides of the Ssn Blas
arsa of the Western Mexican Coast, Carroll Davis will talk on
the "Pay~As-You-Go" County Park Plan.

Next Field Trips: (Saturdey and Sundey, May 4 snd 5. Pimnecles Naiional Monument,
The Ademsons will leead.)

Sunday, May 1¢. Arroyo Mocho. Meet at the Livermore flagpole
et & am. Elizabeth 0'Mears end Dorothy Condep will lead.

Altbough pictures and a talk on the Sar Blas region were scheduled by the Ademsona
for our April meeiing, the program had to be changed at the last minute when Bebiy
and Harry were called Euet by & death ip the femily. As yuwa probably know, the
Ademsone wenit down Mexicoe way last December to spend some time with a University of
California Extension Clasr snd then simyed a litile longer to see the country by
thenselves., On May 9, we will see iheir pictures and others they have collected of
the birds end scenery found st Sen Blss and elsewhere in Sinaloa and Neyarit, 0&3
mantio?ed last month, Sunseé had an illustraied article om thiz region in the April
izane,

We will zlso bave a talk on the County Park progrem by Carroll Davis, one of our
members end lat Viee Prosident of the Corira Coste Park ord Recreational Couneil,
Since the bond issue was turned down last year, tha next best thing seems io be the
"pay-As-You-Go" Park Plant. There is still bope of keeping a fow acres away from the
bulldeozers.

qqqqqq

{In case this gets to you before the vweekend of May 4 end 6, this is & repesy ammounce~
ment thot the Adamsons will be leading a ceamping trip to the Pinbscles Naetional Monu-
ment that wecskend, Camp will probebly be at the old CCC cemp in 014 Pinnacles Canyon
Bring cemping equipment, food, shees, fleshlight and canteen.)

On Sunday, Mey 19, Elizabeth 0'Meara end Dorothy Couden will leed us inlv one of our
more populer regions, the Arroye Mocho, Bert says:

3
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Plo will rally ‘round che Licoppolie in Livermors, wmast llaln &
Llvermore Avenue, al 8 am on liay 1S. Then ocut Livermore Ave,.

a couple of miles ond take the right fork, the i.lnes Load,

Flrst stop will be "Phainopepla Bridge®, whlch to the unlinitlated
is the second major bridge on the Arroyo locho. Here we nay
find Phsinopeplas, and always orloles, tanagers, kingbirds,

and many songeters (at least they think they are). Then we
continue up the canyon, birding as we go. 1 hope nobody gets
hungry untll we get over into the beautiful San Antone Valley.
Thls should be a nice trip, after a wet Spring, wlth lots of
birds and flowers, Bring the usual gear. (ome onej come all.®

asse

Other Field Trips: June 16 ... Yubae Pass
Juns 25 eae Pine Ganyon
July 14 ecw '.‘Irig,h‘b"’ 8 Loke

shea

Harry Couden felt good, when he wrote thls summary of the HMarch 17 trip
to Canyon Ranch and Bolinas Lagoon:

"This thoroughly—plenned, well-organized field trip for st.
Patrlok?’s luck—of-the—Irish Day exemplified the success to
which we become accustomed when we have spent long hours of
preparation. Requeat %o use the Canyon Ranch was made and
graclously acknowledged a week in advance. Great Blue Herons
and American hngrets were on their rookeries in gorgeous plunmage,
as schedulsd. The usual arrangements for alightly better than
perfect weather were ajain adequate. And, oh yes, a record
minus tide was arramyged for our shore bilrding. The 82 specles
testify to the thoushtiul planning - on the part of the birds.
Some 30 of us were improessed wlth this lovely area and are
now Canyon Ranch enthusilasts. .

Birds observed: Common Looni all b Grebes; do.c. Cormorant;
Great Blue Herons Common & Snowy igret; Black Brant; Pintall; Anm.
Widiseon; Redhead; Canvasbaok; both Scaupsy Common Goldeneyej
Buifleheady White—wvinged 3coter & Surf Scoteri Ruddy buck; r.b.
biergansery TV3 Cooper, Red-tailled & Sparrow Hawksy Cal. qQuail; Cootj
kllldeersy Black-bellied Plover; Black Turnstone; Long-billed Curlew
Wiitlets Greater Yellowlegss Dunlini Dowitcher; Godwit; Sandorlingg
Glaucous-winged, Wostern, Herring, Calif, Ring~billed, liew & Bonapartae
Gulls; Gaspian Terni hite~throsted Swift; Anns & Allen’s Hummers;
Kingfisher; r.s. Flicker; Acorn Woodpeckers Barn Swallowy both Jayss
Raven; Crowjp Chestnut-backed Chickadees Plaln Titmouse; Bushtit;
w.bo Nuthatch; Brown Crecper; Wrentit; Bewick’s iiren; Robin; Varied
Thrushj r.ce Kinglet; Hutton’s Vireo; Orange—orowned Werblerj
Townsend’s Warbler; House Sparrow; lieadowlark; r.w. Blackbird & Brewer
Blackbird; House Finch; both Towhees; Ore. Junco; White—crowmed,
Golden—orowned and Song Sparrows.”

Sees

Your sdltor didnst plan quite ss well as llarry for the loss Landing—

Lite liadonna trip, and the birds and weather on the mountain were anything
but superb. FPortunately, tha sunshine and a favorable tide at the
Landing gave us a good count of birds, featuring Cinnamon Teal, =
straggler Black Brant, 3 snots, a Snowy Plover, and a Phalarope.



The weather wag stormy Saturday, but I camped at Sunset Beach and
then met four cars of birders at iloss Landing Sunday morning. Bill
Betts brought over relatives from lorgan Hill, and they had a good
time. All of us tried lit. lizdonna, but the weabther was as wet and
cold as a hound’s nose, and a soppy walk didn’t turn up many birds.

Birds observed:

At Sunset Beach c.. Outstanding were 8 Cinnamon Teal in the
marshlands, all 3 kinds of Goldfinchss in good plumage, a California
Thrasher, and 18 Forster Terns buffeted by an arctic squall that
whipped ilonterey Bay into a merinsue of whitis caps.

At Moss Landing .. 40 8pooclas ««s All 3 Loons; Horned, uared,
& Western Grebey All 3 Cormorantss DBlack Branti Pintall; Cinnamon
Teal; Shoveleyr; Lossar Scaup; White—winged & Surf Scoter; Ruddy
Ducks .0« Morgongers Coots 3now¥ Ploverg Willet; Knots Least
& WJestern Sandpiper; Dunling Dowitchers Godwit; Sanderlings
Avocets Stilts Phelerope (Wilson or Northern); Ring-billed &
Bonaparte Gull; Forater Terni Oszsplan Terni Pilgeon Guillemotp
Tree, rewe & Barm Swallow: PlpiLs leadowlark; Brewer & row.
Blackbirds BHouse Finch; Savanngh & we0. Sparrov.

At UG, Modonne ¢.e Only 12 speoies .ee Ouitstanding were
Chestmut—backed Chiokadees, and a kreoseeing Red-Talled BHawk thet
had some Bend=-talled Pigeons ell worriled. Also, a big Bobecet
dashing aoross the road in front of the Satherss cer and mina.

LA 2 3 J

Lost month I montloned the roughk time that Jane Nemeiz has been
having in keeping programs soheduleds The April meeting was no
exceptione hon the Ademson’s talk was cancelled, versaetiles Jane
made sure she?d have a program by scheduling horself — and then
took us the easy way on several pack trips into the Salmon~Trinity
ares, where you measure distances as you would an elevajior?’s path
end not as the orow flles. It 1s casy bo see whby the Nemetz
family returns to this area yeer aftor year.

Jene also reported on a conferonce she atbended at Asilomer just
before the Audubon confereomee. It had to do with Nature Conters
and Natural Arees, According to her, lands ars still avallable fox
wildlife preservation, and orgenlzations are set up for this PUrpPO6ae
Sho has scads of Information on this subject that she would bes glad to
sharo,

Ford Ruth roported on the Asilomar Audubon confeorence, which he
found Interesting for the wost part, although he said that iZwmx ab
times some of vhe orators wore alwost sommembulant during thelr own
speechode He though® that the most outstending presentation was a
three-projoctor showlng of mierophotographs by Steonnet Hoaton. Somehow,
Ferd also maneged to find himself in a PisbiGems plane £lying over the
Los Banos Refuge.

Dlek Beitzel won two third-place ratings in two differont cabtegoriecs
for his pilctures at ths Audubon Confeorenca.

L A2 2

Bird observationss

Lynn Farrar reports & Nashville Warbler in his backyerd on April 21,
end he also says thai the Adsmsons had Harris’ Sparrow recentlye.

Carlyle Sather helped identify a Baird’s Sandpiper at Salmon Creek
in Sonoms County on April 20,

The Bsitzels heard a Black-headed Grosbeak on April 9. Vi Beitzel

reported seeing a huge flock of Bandtailed Pigeons 1n the proposed /3
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Las Juntas Park, and there are other reports of flocks in llertinez ond
Franklin Canyon. Thls 1s the year for them, and Isabella McGeehon
thinks the acorms nust be in good supply.

ingra Lusebrink and Frances Blake went over to Canyon Ranch on April
16 end saw 6 nests of Blue Herons with young and an ugret nest with eggss
Also, Blaock—crowned Night Herons Iin the afterncon. Hecently, ungra
saw & woodpeoker and 3 blaockbirds chasing a Barn Owl up a tree, and,
elsewhore, a Crow chasing a Ravene.

1 can report sceing a swirling oloud of 15 Turikey Vultures above a
spot on the north side of lit. Diablo recently..s.«Also & Galllnule
walking down a tres trunk; actually ths tree sloped gently into the
waters of Keller Pondeeeel also noticed that the swallows returned in
swarms to Galindo Reservoir on April 10.

Janet VWillloughby saw 68 spoolas of birds and ducks at Conn Dam on
Bastor. dJanet 1s prosently undergoing treatment at Napa 3tate lospital,
and she would be very greteful i1f Audubon membors would write %o her,
visit her, or take hor birding. I°11 have her letter at the next
neeting, if you wish nmore dotails on how %o arrange such B meeting,
or you can contaot Janet ei P.0e. Box A, Imola, Calif.

aeed

Flash. Juat had word that our popular President, Dick Beitzel, is now
in the Goncord Hospital recovering from a heart attack he had
in Saocramento on Saturday, April 27. Here’s hoping he has a
Speedy recovery.

ceP00

Hets off to the Stockion Audubon Socledy, which has just issued Vol. 1,
Noes 1 of 1%s bullotin, "Tho Eoot Qwlm,. The Kdltor, Mrrs. Doris M.
Shanks, la chiof cocolt and bottle washer of Stockton Audubon, since she
1s also the Preasident of the group.

o80e

Thereo have boen many words in the papera recontly about the dearth of
robins In the Bay Avea this pest winter, Reasons renge all the way
from an sbundance of juniper bYerries in liodoe Qounty to too much pesti-
ocide in the Worms. <« Spoaking of poesticides reminds me of itachel
Cersone In her recent TV appearance, I think she sald more in fower
words then hor soientific and govermne.nta.?. opponents, The lady knowus
what she’s talking about - just & week or so later three people were
killed and 6 hospitalized 1n ons Texas family, appercntly as tls result
of drinking water that cotton insectioclde oontaminated. aee 4 polson
called 1080, usecd as & g:-edat.or control, is lilling more then predators.
Polsons used as squirrel balt in sSiskiyon Counby killed more tham 3000
ducks and goose. see Are you eware that there are only 500 to 600
mountein licns left in Californis? And still we pay & bounty to kill
them. A Moasursex introduced by Fred Farr 3in the Oalifornia Senate would
stop this bounty payment.

Sene Farr has also introduced a bill that would make a person who wil—
fully abandons any domestic enimel guility of mlsdemeenor. This is
partiocularly almed at people who dump cats miles from home. If the
animals survive, they can become vicious prodators with few natural
enemies. #ildlife authorities say that these feral cats kill more
uvpland game than all other predators combinsd, Trapping crews ab
2600 acre Gray Lodge Waterfowl Refuge caught 82 of thesa cats.

LE 23]

b

Ed Mize (Bditor) oee 1266 Mt. Di2blo St., Concord seso 6820786
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Next Meeting: Thursday, June 13th, 6 pn. Annnal Potluck Dinmer at Frank and
Jane Nemotiz' heme, 2822 San Anionie Drive, Welmui Creek,
(Details helow,)

Next Field Trips: Saturday and Sunday, June 16th ard 16ik. Yuba Pass and Newada
doserd, Joini trip with Golden Gate Audunbon. Meet at Beth
Snyder's cabin, (Detiaila below.)

Sainrday aepd Surday, July 13th and 14th, Wrighi's Lake,
(Details in pext Quail.)

-----

The anmual potluelk dinner meeting this yvesr will b on a Thursday instoad of the
uwenal Sunday, due to calendar ecenflicta by several of the mexbers, Frank and Jene
Nemetz (Phone: $34-3208) have generously made their home available and will iry 4o
equecze everyhody in.

As of this uriting, arrangemenis have been made mo rocenily that dimmer chairmen have
not becn selected. But it is cusbtomary to bring either a hoi dish, salad or dessert
in enough quantiiy (o Zeed several psople. Try to be there by 6 pm, If you heve
room in your car, briug some folding chairs and a card table., Also be sure to bring
your dishes and eating equipmeni——end a doller per adult, simce ithis ia our money-~
raising projeet of the year,

To get to the Nemetz® honse; Drive out Ygnacio Valley Hoad to iae Rancho San Miguel
subdivision. Ai the Stendard atation inrn onto Sap Carlos Drive, Siay on San Carles
almost to the and, end them turn left onitc Sam Amtonie Driwve and go around the curve
to 2822 San Antonio Drive,

The Beitzels will be bringing & projector and screen. If yoa have a couple dozon
slides you'd like to show, bring them along. Any subject will do, (Last year we
went #rom Rainbow Bridge to Hollsad,)

Car officers for the fortheoming year, who were elecied at the MHey meeting and will
be installed on June 13, are as follouws:

President Jance Neametre

Viee Preaidept Biil Batts

Saeretary Ann Cavanagh

Treasnrar George Schad }f7

See you thexe. This will be our last meeting uniil the Fall,

LI IR I}



F‘/ﬁ? Do 2

our only field irip in Juns will be to the Yuba Paas arek. Harry
Couden (Phone 934~-8c73) sends these directlona:
nrake UnS. 40 to Truckee and then go north on state Highway 89
to the junction with State 45, Turn west on 49 and cross Yuba
Pass. About 2 miles further west, at the Clark station liomesite
ares, turn right onto the road leading to the Snyder cabfn.
{Highway 492 Shru Grass Valley and Slerra (lty 1a passable, bub
not recomnended because of winter storms.)

Meet at Beth 3Snyderrss cablin at 9 a.m, and 2 p.m. on Saturday
(June 15) and 831%0 a.m., on Sunday. We expect to sse Black—
backed Woodpecksr, Calliope Rummingbird, and Cresn-tailled Towhee,
and wo hope to see Pileated Woodpecker, NMountmin Quell, and Blue
Grouse on Jaturdsy. The Sunday trip 1s to the Nevada desert for
Vosper Sparrow, Ersverss Sparrow, and Sage Thrasher.

There 1s excellent camping at Chepman Creek Forest Service Camp,
on Highway 49 about a mlle weast of the cabin. Nights may be cold.
For motel accomodations write Ur. and lra. Harry Cornwall, Piloneer
Lodge, Sattley, Calif. Thoe lodge is 2 mlles west of the Snyder
cebin on 49, and the phone number is Plonesr Lodge, No. 1, QGrass
Valley Lxchange, Other accomadationas: 8lerra Bubttes Ion, Yuba
River Imn, and Pence Motel — all at Sierra Clty about 10 miles
from the cabin,

We are privileged to have Mrs. Snyder?s special invitation to
accompany the Golden (Gate Audubon Soclety for this field trip."

Owoo0

There will nobt be a fleld trip to Pine Canyon on June 23 this year,
Other aotivT%Ibs and vacation plans have led o cancellatlon of this
trip., Birding is said vo bs poor in the Canyon that late In the
seasoNs esvs The trip to Wrightss Lake is still belng scheduled Loz
July 13 & 14, hovever,

coen

Lynn Farrar sent in thils report of the April 28 trlp to lt. Diablo:

"It was a profitable trip, with 10 early birdera and 6 more joining
later at Rock City. A rether nica group of birds was singing,snd I
feel that a start was made on the learning of aongs as a method of
field ldentificatlon. Barly singers included ¢alifornia Thrasher,
Bewlck”s uren, Asb-~throated Flycatcher, Sage Sparrowj later, Orunge—
erowvned, Blaock-throcated Gray, and Towunsend’s \arblers were both heard
and sesn. A total of 63 species were identified by sight and/or
song, but to conserve space only the more interesting additional
birds are listed heres Band-talled Pigeon, White—throated Swifi,
Rufous Hummingbird, Horned Lark, a nesting Violet-(reen Swallow,
Rock Wren, Hermit Thrush (2 calling—s late date)}, Ruby—crownad
Kinglet (scarce this year), Audubon’s Warbler, Lazuli Bunting,
Plne Siskin, and Rufous—crowned Sparrow. Birds especlally sought
for but not found wers Gnatcatcher and Black-chiunad Sparrow.

PThanks to 21l who joined ms, I vould be pleased to undertake
further trips for the purpose of song identificatlon, if there is
sufficient Interest¥. occo X8 LPF.

cgead
rapors
Here is Betty and Harry Adamsonss,on the overnight t»ip to Pinnucles
National lionmuieni:
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on Saturday morning, May 4th, we met at the Chalone Greek (0ld CCC
Camp) Campground. There was no scheduled walk for Saturday so members
birded In several different oroas. Same went tc Chalone Peak, the
highest point in the lionument, where a lete migrant Townsend Solitaire
was seen. Others birded Just west of ths 0ld Pinnacles Cave and re—
ported Lawrence Goldfinches and Lazull Buntings.

"Saturday evening after supper and & cempfire, with wood donuted by
John Bruce and his students, some of the group took a short walk to
listen for Poorwills, but the frog chorus was so loud along the stream
that the birds could hardly be heard. Later in the night, after the
canp noise died down, Poorwllls were calling very clearly and persisted
ugti% about 5:30a.m. Horned and Barn Owls were also heard during the
night,

"Sunday, the 5th, was a beautiful day, and the 4 mile wallkk over the
High Peaks trall was spectacular as always., Due to the late and fre—
quent rains, the Upper Sonoran zone vegetation was lush comparsd with
its usual arld appearance and wildflowers wore abundante Three Calif.
Striped Racers were seen - slim and colorful snakes indeed and not too
often seen these days. One disappointment was the lack of either of
the large specles of falcons which breed in the 6liffs. Neither Prairie
nor Peregrine was seen or heard, although wo have had onc or the other,
sometimes both, on previous trips this time of the ysar.

"Good looks were had of Canyon \iren, Whlte-throated Swift, Violet—
Green Swallow, Raven, and others, so that the trip was not totally lacking
In bird interest.

"Following is a list of birds observed: (A note of warning — in the
past 1t has been the practioce to inolude sgeoies seen between Hollister
and the rinnacles. On the 1list this can be misleading, because due to
ecologlcal differences some of thesa speoles are never, or at moat very
rarely seen within the Monument proper. The liagpie, Starling, lleadow—
lagk, Ro?gh-winged Swallow, Lewls Woodpeoker., and others fall in this
category

#Turkey Vulture; Sharp--shinned, Cooper, Red-tailed, and Sparrow
Hawks3 Calif. Quail; Xilldeer; Hourning Domej Barn and Great Horned
Owlsg Poorwlll; Vaux and White—throated Swif{; Anna’s Hummingbird;
Red-shafted Flicker; Acorn, Downy, and Nuttall Woodpsokerj Wostern
kingblrd; Black Phoeba; iiestern Flycatcher; Violet-Green and Rough—
winged sSwallow; Steller ond 3crub Jayy Yellow-billed liagple3 Ravenj
Plaln Titmouse; Bushtit; ‘hite—breasted Huthatch; Wrentit; liouse,
Bewiok, Canyon, & Rock \irens; C(Calif. Thrasher; Swainson’s Thrushs
Wostern Bluebird; sSoliftaire Blue-—gray Gnateatcher; Cedar Waxwing;
Loggerhead 3hrike; Sterling; Solitary & Warbling Vireo; Orange—
orowned , Black~throated-gray Warbler & Wilson Warbler; House Sparrow;
Meadowlark; Redwinged Blackbirds Cowbird; Blaolk-headad Grosbeak
Lagull Bunting; House Ffinchy Lesser & Lewrence Goldfinchy Rufous—
slded & Brown Towhes; Oregon Junco; Lark, Sage & 3ong Sparrowsg
Ash-throated Flycatcher; Bullook’s Oriole; Brower Blackgirdo (66 species).”

L B NN J
32 birders showed up for the Arroyo locho %rip on May 19 snd saw 657
Varieties, Doean’t look like thers will be room enough here for
kllzabeth Osliearass report, so it will be in the next quail.

Some 650 members and guests bulged the walls at our May meeting, at which
the Adamsons narrated Western lexico trips and Garroll Davis gave a
Pictorial summary of the "Pay—As~-You-Oo" park plan. We voted to go on
record as being in favor of this county plen, and the Board of Supervisors
has since besen notified, !q
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Three young ladles from Orinda attended the May meeting and managed to
scrape up enough money between them to becomo members. The girls also
went on the Arroyo liocho fleld trip. \le welcomes

Virginla Burde, 34 La Campana, Orinda

Marjie Honnold, 175 lioraga Highway, Orinda

Carol MeColl, 10 Ramona DLrive, Orinda
Also a new member, though we have seen her meny tlmes, is Ferd Ruth’s
wife, Jullet.

*aee

Bird Observations:

Outstanding are the Black—chimned Bummingbirds, which just aren’t
supposaed to be around this area, Nevertheless, one of Jane Nemetz’
students brought in two birds that Jane and Lynn Farrar are positive
are Black—chinned Hurmers, If so, this is a ifirat? for this area,
(Jane may have them avallable for inspectlon at the potiuck). The
birds, from the Oak Grove subdivision, were probably poisoned by spray.

Lynn Farrar wriltes that the adult Harriss Sparrow reported seen
by the Ademsons evidently stayed around that sectlon of Lafayette, for
it appeared Irregularly at the Steller#s feeder for a couple of weeks
and then went over to Lynn’s feeder between April 28 and May l. This
1s a very late date for this specle 1n this area.

Lyon says that he has had reports of or has seen all spring migrants
except Hermlt and MacGilllvrayss Warblers. Let him know if you have
seen these in the County this Spring.

Beltgels had a Yellow Warbler in their walnut tree all one day,

I can report Black-necked 3tllts seen several times recently in a
pond just east of Avon Reflnery and north of Waterfront Road, in & spot
where the sShackelfords reported them a year ago. Alsc, a llother
Gallinule and two chicks at Xeller Pond. And several Western Tonagers
up Russelmen Park roads,

oeQo

Several members of our Soclety attended a Contra Costa Park snd Reore--
ation Counclil dinner meeting on lay 1 and heard Nathanlel Owings, a
famous architect, tell us that owr Park plan was only one-tenth what

1t should be, lr. Owings also feels that the Flood Control and Park
Departments should get together and make some "green strips", where now
is often desolation,

cooco

Roy Glotfelty, Conservatlon Chalrman, reports that:

g. "The Garden Club of America has awarded its Founder’s Fund Award of
3,000 to the Woodside-—Atherton Garden Club, which will use the money to
develop the north canyon of Audubon Canyon Ranch as part of a wildlife
sanctuary and nature center,

A five man team of Interior and Agriculture experts has been appointed
to study the need for a natlonwide system of "wild rivers",

"HMllwaukee Audubon will sponser guided cance trips into the Quetilco
wilderness Juns 10 and September 2. With wilderness trips increasing
in popularity, it is good to see an Audubon Society getting into the
business."®

cooo

Your sdltor doesn’t have a full quote of grey hairs yet, so he has
volunteered to produce "The Quail" regularly for next year yet. In
addition, Frieda Shackelford and her daughter will faithfully address 20
and stuff the snvelopes, My thanks to them for their past help, and

to some glrls at Tidewater for some typing and duplications.

Ed ldize, 12556 Mt, Diablo S&o.. Concord. 682-9786.
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Next Field Trip: Satcrday & Sunday, July 13 & 14, Vrighi's Lake. Leaders: Lynn
Ferrar snd Carroll Davis, who plen to be on the acenc by Friday
evening. (See helow)

Next Meeting: Not until September 12. Ietails in a later issue,

LI 3 Y

Cur final summer field trip will be to Wrighi’s Lake, an area with many things in its
favor——fishing, swimming, hiking, birding snd botany. Thanks to receni reins, there
should be many wild flowers in bloom (and maybe o few wild mosquitos), Here are
Carroll Davie’ diresiions:

"Take U. S. 50 through Kyburz, pass ''Fred'as Pleceq, and continue on 5 miles to
the Wright’s Lake road sign on your left, Itz about 8 miles up to the lake, The
road, said to be very rough in late June, should be passable by mid-July. Carroll
Davis may have last minute information on the road ocomdition, 30 you can call him at
6858960 if you have any questiona, Meet on the western side of the campground, in
an area where there ars some large rocks. Look for & yellow-gresn VW bus with ag orange
'Stop Billboard Blight* bumper strip.

*Saturday’s trip starts at 9:30 a.m. frvom the road fork (io cabin area) just nerth
of the campground, This trip ¥ill be to Twin Lakes for most of us, but can exiend into
the snowfields ahove the Lekes, if enongh are interested, Bring your lunch, Sunday's
trip will be west on the Windmmeller Trail, Meeit at the road to the gaorbage pit at
6:30 a.m, Other ashort trips ean be arrapged, if desired.

"It is to be noted that John Bruce, who was to assisi in leading, has an aasign-
ment with S.F. State College in the trainiog of Peace Corpa candidates who will be
going to the Philippines. John may not be able itoc meke the Wrighis Lalke trip—but
certainly for a worthy reason.®

LN ]

About 40 mombers and guesits atiended the Potluck Dimmer et the Memetz home on Thursday,
June 13. The occasion proved to be a finencial, gastronomie, and social succees,
Treasurer George Schad roporis thet we cleared over $46., After & briei business meeting,
wherein Dick Beitzel turned the President’s gavel over to -Jane Nemetz, the group went
indoora and took some armchair tours ito Mt, Adems (with Ann Cavanagh), to the Semitle
Fair and Praaser River (with Ed Mize), to Furope (with ths Rafus Joknsons), end to Lava
Beds National Monument (with the Beitzels), OQur thanks go to Jane and Frank Nemetz,

our hoats in a lovely home, 21
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«® havo added eight new members to our sSociety within the last couple
of months. A special "yuall® greoting tos

Audrey Ayers, 3237 Quandt Road, Lafayette

Ralph and llar;aret Hodgson, 408l Legion Court, Lafayette

Carolyn Raynesford, 3068 Vessing Rocad, Pleasant Hill

Mary Rios, 161 Adelalde, Concord

Pat Shackslford, 712 Laurel prive, ualnut Creek

Robert and llary Wymer, 3392 Ridge Road, Lafayette

(-3 RN}

Some time ago rllzebeth 0’Meara sent in a report of the May 19 Arroyo
locho trip. Shace is limited, so here is a condensation of her report:
" 32 liembers and guests counted 67 varietles of birds on the llocho

trip. Three carloads of birders drove the long way home over lite.
Hamilton, adding a lfhrasher to the llst, We met in Livermore under
a high, cold fog, but moved up into the sun and warmth. Phainopepla
wore seen at thelr bridzge again. Flowors and birds were all over
the place up the canyon. We ate lunch elong the creek and got good
views of Lazuli Bunting,

"Other less common species seent KXingfisher; Lewls & Halry (%)
Woodpecker; Western Kingblrd; Ash—throated & (Olive—sided Flycatcher;
Black Phoebej; FPeewee; Horned Lark (?)3 Violet—green & Rough~winged
Swallow; Purple liartin; Steller Jay; Yollow—billled Magpie; Bewlck
& Rock \Wren; 3Swalnson’s Thrush (?); Orange—crowned, Yellow & Wilson
Wiarbler; Bullock Oriole; Black-headed Grosbeak3 Lark & Chipping Sparrow."

cCe0N

Also, here is a condensation of larry Couden’s account of the June 15 &
16 fleld trip to Yuba Pass:s
"it. Diablo and Golden (Gate members accounted for 16 carloads,
which imposed a problem of numbers, but was handled skillifully by
Beth Snyder, Perfect weather followed a week of atorm. The
spring plumage added to our interest, and nests of many birds were
located. Call the trip outstanding. Eight families from Hb.
Diablo were there, some camping at Chapman Creek. Birding was
in two parts - the Slerra forest on Saturday, and Slerra Valley
on Sunday. We ran into a spraylng problem on Synday. 41 Specles
on Saturday and 36 on Sunday.

"lLess common specles on Saturday: Calllope Bwmmingblrd; Halry &
Wihite-headed Woodpecker; thres Empldonax Flycatchers; Pewee;
Violet—green & Tree Swallow; Mountain Chickadee; Red-breasted
Nuthatch; Cresper; Dipper; Solitaire; both Kinglets; Warbling
Vireoj; ©Nashville, Ye.low, Audubon, Hermlt, MacGillvray, & Wilson
Warblers; Western Tanager; Evening & Pine (Grosbeal; Cassin Finchj
Pine Siskin; Green~talled Towhee; \/hite—crowmed & Fox Sparrows.
Golden Gate reported Plleated & Black—backed Woodpeckers.

"0n Sundays Horned Grebe; 5 Ducks; Cinnamon Tealj Swainson’s
Hawk; Gallinule; wWillet; Avocet; sStilt; Wilson’s Phalaropej Black
Tern; Common Nighthawk; Kingbird; Horned Lark; Black-billed
Magple; Long-bllled Marsh Wren; Sage Thrasher; Mountain Bluebird}
Yellowthroatsy Yellow-headed Blaskbird; DBrewer & Savannah Sparrow.®

L L 8- ]

Harry also sent in an account of a trip to Florida, and hls observations
will appear with other observations next month.
(- N}

kd Mize (sditor) ... 1266 lit. Diablo St., Concord ... 682— 9786 I



Adamson, Harry & Betty
Amundsen, Mary B.
Ayers, Audrey

Barcelon, Mrs. Ruth
Beltzel, Dick & Violet
Betta, Willliem J.
Blake, Frances
Bolender, MNrs. Me Go

Bonnlckson, Barbara
Bowman, Mrs. A. W
Bruce, John & Helen
Bruce, Mrs. Marlon
Burde, Virginle

Carlock, Mildred
Cavanagh, Ann

Clausen, Karen

Couden, Harry & Dorothy
Crosby, Doris & Joe
Culbertson, Anne S.

Davis, Carroll
Davis, H.E. & Sharon
Davls, John A.
Deman, Helen J.

Farrar, Lynn & Ruth
Finch, Lucille & Wm.

Gerringer, J. & Mildred
Glotfelty, Roy & Elsle
Goren, Audrey

Greuner, Mrs. Wm. Jr.

Hansen, Mrs. Amy

Hassler, Katle

Hawkins, Mrs. Virginlea L.
H1l1l, Howard

Hodgson, Ralph & Margaret

Holsclaw, Mrs. Guy
Honnold, Marjile
Hozier, Ruth J.
Huffman, Ava

Hulse, Mrs. Anita C.

Irving, Mrs. Erna

Johnson, Mr. & Mrse. CeE.
Johnson, Maurice W,
Johnson, Rufus & Laura

Membership List

995 Carol Lane
1229 Blvd. Way
3237 guandt Rd.

1268 Redwood Lane
1713 8. bth St.
1827 Altura Drive
4440 Walnut Bl.
6511 Hlghland Dr.

Box 295

82 Orchard Rd.
348 Verona Ave.
3149 Haclenda Dr.
34 La GCampana

528 Clipper H1ll Rd.
1431 Barbls Way

249 Margarido Dr.
1491 Sunset Loop
4214 Welnut Blvd.
1131 Scotts Lane

b2 Baylor Lane
1861 Del Monte Ct.
21 Wanda Way

148 Sierre Dr. Apt.l2

965 Diasblo Dr.
314 Ada Dr.

260 Douglas Court
3576 Powell Dr.
208 Santa Fe. Dre.
877 Broadmoor

2221 Newell Ave.
1220 Dewing Ln.
1229 Blvd. Way,Apt.
2143 G111 Dr.

4081 Legion Court

600 Alhambra Way
176 Morage Highway
948 Hawthorne Dr.
20 W. 16th 3t.
4831 Pacheco Bl.

1200 North Gate Rd.

14 Maybeck Twin Dr.
5630 Serrano St.
Box 161

2827 Concord Bl.

July 1963
Mt. Diablo Audubon Society

Lafgyette
Wal, Ck.
Lafayette

Lafayette
Concord
Concord
Wal. Ck.
Danville

Brentwood
Orlinda
Denville
Concord
Orinda

Danville
GCdncord

wal « Clk,
Wale. Ck.
Wal. Cko
Wal. Cke

Pl. Hill
wWal. Ck.
Martinez
Wal. Cke.

Lafayette
Martlinez

Concord
Lafayette
Wal. Ck.
Lafayette

Wal. Ck.
Wal. Ck.
Wal. Cke
Concord
Lefayette

Martines
Orinda
Lafayette
Antioch
Martinez

Wal. Ck.

Berkeley
Martinez
Concord

Phone

28352164
934—-0221
9345836

284—4796
6820588
6865119
936—2884
837—6642

634—41562
264--2592
8372704
686—1453
254—5600

8374528
682—-5127
0349399
9348873

934~3260

686—8960
954—-8458
228-25609
936—0569

£283-3938
682—4207

682-4842
284—4014
934~8144
2844562

934--3791
934—0388

682—-0048
254—0657

228-b114
2543503
28445609
7672923
2282752

936-3072

TH 1-7606
228-5347
685~H560

[Vl
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Kenaston, Georgla
Lusebrink, Engra

McColl, Carol
McGeehon, Mrs. J«Ce

Menn, Mrs. Evelyn B.
Matlock, Alberte
Miller, Jessie B.
Mize, Ed

Mohr, Mr. & Mrs. A.C.

Naviaux, Dr. James L.
Nemetz, Frank & Jane

Newport, Mrs. Wimmifred
0°’Meara, Nrs. Elilzsbeth

Paige, Harold L.
Perlman, Isadore

Porterfield, Mr. & Mrs. Je.

Reaynesford, Garolyn
Reynolds, Jack & Beth
Rieser, Dick

Rios, Mary

Robinson, Jennifer
Roemer, Hlsle

Roth, Milke

Ruth, Ferd & Juliet

Samuelson, Mrs. Marle

Schad, George & Muriel
Shackelford, Clair & Frieda

Shackelford, Pat

Shanks, Glenn & Margaret

Shuey, Willliam
Smith, Emily D.

Steller, Mrs. Ruth (Sally)

Swenson, Carl & Ruth

Toaspern, Mrs. Ws J.
Veltch, Peter

Werner, Norma L.
Wehmeier, H.

Wilder, B. Be.
Willoughby, Janet
Wymer, Robert & Mary

1362 Ulfinlan Way
2232 Overlook Dr.

10 Remona Dr.
216b Oskvale Rd.

120 Monteclto Cres.
270 Mulr Rd.
P.0O. Box 26
1256 Mt. Dlablo St.
P.0. Box 83

1047 Kaskl Lane
2822 San Antonio Dr.
3661 Brook St.

2231 Overlook Dr.

1212 Monticello Rd.
1158 Glen RAd.
3063 The Alameda

3058 Vessing Rd.
555 La Vista Rd.
45 Tarry Ln.
18] Adelalde

480 Arbol Via
1556 Everett st.
726 Miner Rd.
43 Cuesta Way

3824 Walnut Ave.

hMaill: 1663 Willow Pass
Sather, Mr. & Mrs. Carlyle

1700 E1l Camino Real
Rue 2010

2006 Concord Bl.

712 Laurel Dr.

712 Laurel Dr.

3849 Maplewood Ct.
1461 Lydia Ln,
19651 Glen Una Dr.
93¢ Carol lLane
865 Hawthorne Dr,

1923 Buttner R4.
154 Camino Sobrante

31.63 Wayside Ln.
5603 Powell Dr.
1304 Alma Ave.
3273 Glenslde Dr.
3392 Ridge Road

Martinez
Wal. Cke.

Orinda
Wal. Cke

Wal. Cko
Martinez
Antioch
Concord
Orinda

Concord
Wal. Ck.
Lafayette

Wal. Ck.

Lafayette
Lafayette
Concord

Pl. Hill
Wal. Ck.
Orinda

Concord

Wale. Ck.
Al ameda
Orinda

Wal. Ck.

Concord

S50. S.F.

Concord
Wal. Cke
Wal. Ck.

Concord
Concord
Saratoga
Lafayette
Wal. Ck,

Pl. Hil1ll
Orlinda

Wal. Cke.
Laf'ayette
Wal. Cke.
Lafayette
Laf'ayette

228—b846
9347251,

3768702
9342762

954—22656
228—3563

682—9786
2545026

682—3456
934—5295
2838721

934—4720

2853408
283—3021
680—4616

935—-18L3
264--4861

934—6404
LA 20941
264—8723
934—-8803

686—5219

6867897
9351344
935—1344

6857444
685-70562

284—4370
936—3256

934—0749
2042419

9344604
285—2864
93463563

283—-6820

e
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The annual midsummer field trip to \Wright’s Lake, held on the waeekend of
July 13th and l4th, was gquite successful, as shown in this report by
Carroll Davias

"Approximately 26 members and gucsts met at tho designated camping
site on Wright’s Lake and took the two scheduled hikes, Oour
camp3ite also proved to be a place of good followshﬂ, and wa head
interosting ovening musioc and song, thanks to several ukuleles,
Harry GQouden’s olarinoet, and Frenk Nemetz’ harmonica.

®*A total of 51 bird spacles were racorded during the weekend.
Saturday’s hike was to Twin Lakes. The highest point reached by
Harry Adamson’s group was the olifftop above the Lakes, where
adults and young of the Gray-—orowned Rosy Finch were obgerved.
This hike was terminated by mounting thunderheads. The storm
that followsd soaked moat of the membera on the way down, except
for a few lucky ones who hid under some large boulders,

fSunday’s hikers on the Windmualler Trall found White--hoaded
Woodpockera or Willismeon’s Sapsuskere, and even & strey pair of
Whito.breasted Nuthatchas. It was back at camp, however, that
Pins Grosbeaks and a Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker were seen.

PBirds observed: Mountain Quails Killdeer; Spotted Sandpiper;
Band—-talled Pigoon; Common Nighthawk; White~throated Swift; Rufous
and Callliope Bummingbirds; Raed-shafted Flicker; Yellow-ballied and
Williamsonss Sapsuckers; Halry, White—headed, and Black-backed threc—
toed Woodpeckers; Hammond’s, Duaky, Western, and 0live—sided Flycatchers;
Western Wood Pewae; Tree and Violet-green Swallows; Stoller’s Jay;
Mountain Chiockades; White-breasted and Red-breasted Nuthatchea;
Brown Cresper; Roeck Wren; Robin; Hermit Thrush; Mountain Bluebird;
Golden~crowmed and Ruby-crowned Kinglets; Warbling Viree; Nashvwille,
¥ollow, Audubcn’s, Hermit, and Wilason®s Werblers: Brower?s Blgekbird;

45
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Brown-headed Cowbird; Western Tanagerjy Blaclk-haaded, bvening, and
Pine Grosbeaks; Caasinss Finch; Gray—crowned Rosy Finchj Plne Sisking
Lesser Goldflneh; Green-talled Towhee; Oregon Juncoj Chipping,
White—orowned, and Fox Sparrows."

LK B

Bird QObservatlons:

Last month I mentioned that space prevented the printing of Harry
Couden?s account of bird observations in the southsast. Here now

1s Harryss story:

"During May end June, a business and convention trip of 16 days
Yook me into 16 llldwestern and Southeastern States. Obviously 1
hadn’t much time for blrding, tho with the help of a weskend in
cenbrel Florida I accumulated all told a 1list of 76 specles. It
wes nesting time and plumage was more brilliant than during my more
customary February trlps.

By patient, speclal effort I ran down Lymn Farrar’s ofi—
mentioned Prothonotary Warbler In the middle of a Florida cypross
Swanp . Four specleas of Terns were good to me, with one, Cespilan,
in neating colony, and two, Least and Common, caring for young.

And there were almost as many Black Vultures as there were Turkey
Vultures from Floride to S. Caroline roadsides, which I attrlibuted
to the later season. The Florlde Cattle ngrets were much fewer,
and hod buffy head and breast. In comparing with a previous list
for Februery, Bobwhite, Long-billed Curlew, Willet, Least Tern,
Ground Dove, Common Nighthawk, Lastern Kingbird, and Brown Thrasher
were new to me Tor central Florida.,”

No other observatlons from ¢lub members to report, except that I
might mentlon that I saw two Caspian Termns over Galindo Reservoir esrly
oné® mid-June morning.

oG e0

Here are soms blrd observationsa that have appeared in the papers:

«The plight of the Whooping Crane has taken a dramatic and ominous
turn for the worse. Only 28 of the cranes are left out of the 38
reported a year ago, and the Canadlan Governument says that the birds
apparently are not nesting thls year, for the second year in a row.

oLikewlss, it*s tough on the Bald Eagle in the 48 Stebss. Fewer
than 1,000 are estimated to remaln, contrasted with an actual count
of 3600 two years sgo., Pesticides in poisoned fish are blamed for
meny of the deaths.

oThe Trumpeter Swan ls coming beck, however, Therse are belleved
to be about 600 in the 48 States, and about 1600 in Alagka and Canada.
In 1935 the totel was down to 73. Transplanted birds have hatched
young in South Dakote -- the flrst hatched sast of the Rockies in B0 years.

L N

I bope you notlced the fine worlt done with our membership list, which
you received last month. Thanks to the generosity of Diablo Rapild
Print & Photo of Leafayetts, and to some work by that company’s peerless
employee, Pat Shackelford, we were given an A~l job.

With all the cooks in the kitchen, there were bound to be mistakes. My
apologles go to Engra Lusebrink, whose address was listed wrong. Plessa
correct your copy to read:

Engra Lusebrink 66 Victory Lane Concord, 6865848 16
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Marie Toaspern points out another error in the list, as follows:
flary B. Amundsen died in October, 1862, She had been out of
school because of a foot operation and was making preparatlons
to come back to teaching, when she hed a fatal stroke."
I'n sure many of us recall meeting lirs, Amundsen on several field
trips. She was always Iriendly and interested 1n our group.

coee®

A weoek after our June Potluck mesting, new President Jane Hemetz

held a Board of Directors Meeting at her house in order to set the
Soeiety*s business in motion for the next year. Jeno hopes to accent
an increased membership during her reign, so that we can do more Iin
oonservation — particularly in the fleld of scholarship. Treasurer
George sSohad reported that we had done well financially during the
past year. Our Progrem Chalrman for next year, Bill Bstts, hopes

to line up several interesting and informative meetings for next year.

That concludes information about our Society for this time, Vacations
seem to cut down on the quantity of Informgtion sent to this editor,
although contributlons are always gladly received.

sEne

Here l1a & summarlzation of leglslatlve news, brewed from my collection
of clippings — ~

The princlpel aession of the Californla Leglsiature did preity
well by the conservationists, Sad to say, some measures falledj for
example, none of the soveral billboard-limitation bllls got off the
ground, and a measure to stall the £illing of S.F. Bay was burled.

And, unfortunately, the Yellow-bllled liagple remains on the unprotected
list for eanother two years.

On the positive side, some of the bills that passed woulds

« Set up a 150 miilion dollar sStete Park bond issue

« 86t up a youth conservatlon program

o ostablish a system of roadsilde rests

o permit countles to acquire land for historicgl landmarks
o declare a 4 year moratorium on mountain llon bounties

» oreate a master plan for 5000 miles of scenic hlghways

Also, you won’t see any more dyed chicks at paster, and it will be
a misdemeanor to abandon a cat or doge Park and recreation districts
are authorized to contact other public agencles for recreational
facilities, and can incur indebtness for 10 years instead of b years
for lands and facilities.

Time Magazine calls the present B8th Congress "the do-nothingest
of modern tlmes®™, That 1s especially true in the conservation fleld.
Sene. Kuchel’s Tule Lake bill has finally passed the Senate. This bill
would stabllize the Tule Lake area as it now l1s and would make wildlife
conservation paramount to all other usesS. ..« Some time ago Pros.
Kennedy signed a bill) to promote and develop outdoor recreation programs.
ees No good word on the Wilderness Bill. It 18 stalled in Congressman
Aspinall?s House Interior Committee, and he doubts if it wlll ever get outs
eso No actlion on the Sisk bill, which would add Cedar Grove and Tehlplte
Dome to Kings Canyon Natlonal Park.

aseo

1256 Mt. Dlablo St., Concord Ed llze,
682-9786 Editor
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Next Meating: Thursdey, September 12, 8 p.m., Room 211, Life 3cience
Bullding, Diable Valley College. There will be a
dlscusasion on field trips, followed by reports from
roeclpients of our summer acholarshipa,

Noxt Fileld Trip: Sunday, Septamber 15, to Bay Farm Island and Dumbarton
Bridge. Lesader: Lynn Farrar, Call Lymn st
280-3838 for Information about the meeting place and
time, or come %o the Sept. 1l2th meeting and get full
instructions.

Next Screen Tour: Monday, October 14, Diablo Valley Collegse Gym. The
program features a film entitled, "The Right to Live¥,

LI ]

Although our first meeting of ths zeason might be tormesd "Neophytes
Night®, 1t 1s guaranteed that there will be something of benefit to all
who attend., Qur Flsld Trip Chairman (Lynn Farrar) and other experienced
birdmen will pass on Informastion tha®t should help us all get more ouhr of
fleld tripe. Thus, more oxperlenced membera csn £6% tipas on how to
conduct trips, and novices will learn whet to lock for, what to bring,
and how to get maximum enjoyment out of & fisld trip. Prasident Jane
Nemetz hopes that some members will bring bincculars snd other optices,
go that beginnera can get polnters on satislectory aquipment. And wo
are all urgsd to bring = friend — meybe = potential maember, who might
got the inagpiration to attend our fileld trips.

<n addition, 1t 1is hoped that some of the recipients of our scholarships
this summer wlll be able %o atitend the meeting and glve their impressionsz.

®30Q

Our first fiseld trip of the season, on Sunday the 15%th, will be o
gpots we naven’t bdirded for thrse years - Bay Farm Island and Dumbarion
Bridge. This is what Herold Gilllam has to say about Bay Farm Island
in bis book, "San Franciseo Bay® .,
?Bay Farm Island, just south of Alemeda, hss long beenm one of
the great bird resorts of the West, populated in season by meny
varletles of sendplpers, avocets, willets, godwita, plovwers,

A%
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Tkilldeer, curlews, snd many others. Occaslonally bird
enthusingts are thrilled by catoching a glimpse of rarer
specles such as Wilsom?s gnips or the phalarop®..”

Of course, this was written before any "developmsnits¥ had talten place
at Bay Farm. So things may be different now. What you don’t sse
there you might pick up in the flats around Dumbarton.

4880

Bird Observatilona,.

Frieda Shackelford reports seeing a female MacGillivray’s Warbler in
hexr patio all afternoon August 19, and another one labter in the week.
Also & Townsend®s Warbler in Bollinger Canyon raecently.

The Nemetz fanily’s annual vacation to the Trinlty Mis. was a real
suocess this year, since they had no rain., &z Jans counted 55 speciles,
including Blue Grouse, Crossbills, loads of warblers, humingbirds— in
the columbinc-., Solitalres, and many more of the 7,000 f£t. lovel birds.

The Nematz "zoo® has expanded recently to include a baby Jackrabbis
and two baby Barn Owls, The owlots wors known to be 3 wecks old upon
arrival, as the oggs had been laid in a shaf% near Sunol and had becn
under observation by an oxcavation erew, The birds have amzvived by
forced feedings, are now losing their down, and getting mesaner every day.
Cne 18 light, one brown ... pogssibly male and femalej and, as Jano says,
One squawks more than the othor and must be the female®,

I took a qulck vascation %o Colorado in August, but birding was poor.
Did see: Warbling Vireo, Blaok—oagped Chickadaa, Nighthawks at noons and,
near the end, Mema Canvasback and 7 canvasbacklings on Donner Laeke,

L N

Hember John Bruse will be giving Wednesday svening lectures and leading
Saturday fleld trips at a U. of C. Extension course, "Blology for Ele—
montery School Teachera®, (Classes get under way 7 p.m. Sepit. 18th

at Las Lomas High in Walmut Creek.

a000n

A new reserve, the Ninarets Wilderness Area, govering 108,500 acres, has
been ammounced. This magnificent area south of Yosesmite is a popular
ons for backpaockers. ... You oen cross off one bit of wilderness, though,
I noticed in a Denver paper that Uncompahzre Primitive Aroa (west of Leke
City, Colorade) is being deoclasaified. One third of it will be addad to
an adjacent Soonlc Apea, and tho rest “opened up®. It seoms that there
vero ooms 0ld mining roads in the aresa, and the Foreat Service has found
1t impossible to kesp out jeeps and scooters —.— so that’as the end of 1t.

Algo, cross off a proposed County Perk at Poin% Pinola, HNow that
Bathlehem Stesl has bought 1800 acres over there, this outstanding bit
of shoreline will see ore carrierz instead of people. cce All is not
lost, howevers The County has finished buying 96 acres of & ousalyptus
grove at the foot of San Pablo Reservoir,

S880

Boy, vhis pesticide business i1s really getting rough ... thousands of
figh polsoned in Yolo County irrigation ditches, thousands of peach
plckers endangered by Parathion in the orchards of the Contral Valley,
milliona of bess snuffed out by toxic dust ... no wonder a National
Cancor Institute spokesmen terms pesticides "biologlcal dynamite™,

L~ R- R R
1266 Mt. Diablo Street, Concord Ed Mize, o
882-9786 Bditor
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Pext Meotings Thursday, October 10; & p.m., Room 211, Life Sciance
Bullding, Diablo Vallay CGollege. Lee Stalicup wlll
talk on ird banding and bird migration.

Next Fleld Trlp: Sunday, Octobsr 13, & a.m. Briones =rea. Leadersg:
"Doo® Mattison and Lynmn Farvar.

Next Screen Tour: NMoncay, October 14, & p.ms Diablo Vallsey College
Gym, Chesbter Lyons presents a film entitled "The
Right to Live™,

©a0c9

On3 night a year end a half ago, we bad a very interasting meeting when
Lee Stallcup, then with the Oakland Park Department, showed us slides
expertly titled "Californie Contrasts¥. Qur preseni Program Chairman,
Bill Betts, hes asked Lee to return and present a program at our October
mesting. Since Mr. Stallocup end his sor have had much experience in
bird banding and in studying bird migrstion, it is expocted that our
next meeting will feature a discussion on thsse Intereatlng subjecta.

goao0

Some two yesrs ago we took en inspiraticnal field txip into Fha Briones
Park ares, helpad along by "Loc™ Mattison, County Park Direcior. You
may recall that Contra Costa County is purchasing 1,436 acraes from tho
East Bey Municipel Utility Distriet in the Briones hills. By the eni
of this ysar, c=aventy per c¢snt of the proposad pexrk will be ours,

Mr. Mastison bas sgreed to guide us inte the area on Sunday, Octobar 13.
Meet at 8 a.m. a% the junction of Bear Cresk Road and Upper Happy Valley
Road, about 20 minutes from Lafayette. To get there, turn off thse

0ekl and-Welnut Creek Freeway and go north on Upper Happy Velley Roado
About & half-milae beyond the Russell Tree Farm 1s the Bear Creek Road
gate on the right, where we are to mest. %Doe" Mattison will answer
questions on the Eriones park and othsz parcels la the plamned system,
while Lypn Farrar will be chief bird watcher. Lynn says that thers
should be a good representatlon of birds, since Fall migratlons are lats
this ysar. The public is inwvited, in order to becoms acquainted with
this park acquislition. Lunches are optional,

gooe

pon’t forget that the new 3creen Tour sesason beglns the following

evening (October 14) in the Junior College gymec 10
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Lynn Farrar seat in this account of the Sept. 1bth field trip to ths
kastshore flats and Bay Farm Island:

Ye mot at Berkeley Station on a pleasant morning and started our
day of shorebirding by going to Point Isabsl in our county. Here
the Santa Fe Railway is ereating a huge Industrial Park, with a
consaequant loas of shorebird habitat. while wo saw some specles
in feir numbers, it was evident that overall mumbers were down
from past years, Qur group thon headed for Emeryville, where
only slightly better viewing was had, probably becauss of an
adverse tide. A swing around the shore to the Bay Bridge Toll
Placa was almost useless, because of the tide, but at least there
wors throee Heermanns’s GQulls (L.Farrar) and 156 to 2B Elegant Terns.

U%e then declided to go directly to Lincoln Park in Alameda for
luneh, where we found severel land birds that kept us busy for
awhile. At the time ascomingly indlcakad by the tide tables,
we advanced en masse to Bay Farm Island, only to find that the
windnx was blowing onough to keep the tide in an extra hour.
Most of the group departed after soma dosultory obaerving, but
about 33130 a rathor nice assomblage of birds was found at the
Golf course end of the marsh. The overall mmber of birds
soemod low — oven lowar than last year. It is hoped that this
may be due to a posr tide and a later migration than usual. 0On
the more pessimistie side, perhaps the ever encroaching land
uses of today’s sooloty and industry are simply forecing the birds
to look elsewhere for a place to stopover or winter.

®Birds observed: Brown Pelican; Snowy Egret; Maillards Pintail;
Green~winged Tealj Oreater atd Leaser Scaupj Common Goldenoye (J.Nemetz
& BoWilder); White-winged Scoterj Ruddy Ducks Clapper Rail (seen only
by Bo.Vit{lder, although everybody saw 1ts tracks -~ right where Bev was
sitting); Cootj Semipaimated Plover (265)3 Snowy Plover (3)3 Killdeer;
Black-bellied Plovers Snipe; Long=bllled Curlew (8~10)3 Willetg
Least and Red-backed Sandpipers (Dunlin):; Short-~bllled Dowitohers
Weatern Sandpiper; Mardbled Godwits Sanderlings Avocets Northern
Phalarops (L.Ferrar, bofore the group met at Point Isabel); Glaucous—
winged, Western, Herring, Californis, R -billed, Bonaparte’s and
Hearmann’s Gulls; Forster’s, Common (6~8), and Elegant Terns}
Mourning Doves Anna’s Hummingbird; Westerm Flycatocherp Sorub Jayg
Chestonut-baoked Chickadee; Bushtity Red-breasted Nuthateh; Mooking-
bl.dg Robing Loggerhead Shrike; Meadowlark; Red-winged and Brower’s
Blsokbirdi 3 Cowbirds House Finchi Brown Towhse; Savannah snd
Son 7 Sparrows.”

(=X wiknle]

Lynn also sent along a tentative fleld trip schedule for ths 1963-84
ssasons

“November 8 (& 10) — Willows (& Gricdley) or Los Banos., Refuge trip
nf one or two day length, Leader; openo This trip should
he one planned to fit those att.uding. Perasons definitely
going should notify the loader ahead of time. Overnighters
must make reservations in advance to be assured of accomodetions:.
Well worth the effort,

December 8 (subjeot to change) — Tomsales Bay.
2
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Decomber 29 — Christmas Counts One time vhen you are specifically
asked to help in the fileld, Lsaders L. Farrar. Be sure to
check with him before taking a count other than in your backyard.
Potluck dinner at the Schads,

January 12 ~— Qonn Dam. Loaderat The Coudens.

February 16 - Terminous Area., Leader: B. Wilder.

¥arch 15 - Q(alaveras Resarvoir

April (late) — Maybo Point Loboas & Moss Landing.

April (otheor than above) — Mt. Diablo warbler hunt, birding by ear.

Hay 2 o 3 -~ Pino one Loader: J. Nometz.

Moy 25~24 (subjeot Go o) ~ Santa Lucia Mta,

Junoe 1314 (subject to change) — Yosamite. Leador: Volunteor wanted.

July 11-12 - Wright’s Lake. Leaders Volunteor wanted.

August 2 — Aden’s Roaort. Leader: FP. &mikx Shackelford. Try for Cuckoo.

| X B ]
"We need voluntcera for lesders and co-leaders. Expericnce not necassary.
Complete information and assistance can bs gsecured from Lynn Farrar or
other officers or members. We want Yyou %o talkte an aotive part in the
group, 80 choose your trip now."

9090

At owr Soptember meeting, Lymn gave a short pep talk on fleld trips. Hoe
had carefully analyzed previous trips, and showed tables giving the best
time for different areas, This year Lynn hopss %o have both Leaders and
%ﬁn the hopes of developing leaders for the future, ... Some

-] @8 brought optics for exhibition, and as a asideline Bev Wilder
showed four of Jupiter’s moons and Saturn’s rings after the meeting.

Two reciplents of our gaholarships, Jim Utz and Virginia Schaefer, told
us about the San Josas State Field Seahool of Natural History which
attended, The weekly sessions this yoar were at Lassen (Manzenite Lake),
Sequola, and Qambzrla Plnes. Jim showed slides that he took, A very
intereating and informative report,

LR 3 ]

We wolcoms five new members to our group, nemelys
James and Rita Utz 12 Diana Court Pleasant Hills
Mrs. Louis Braockmsn 4098 Foraestview Ave. Ooncord
Wm. and Genaviove Sattler 4060 Poplar Ave. Conoord

Bird Qbsorvetionas (mostly heard at the September meeting)

Bev Wilder reported that a Clapper Rall walked into the employment
section of Us S. Steel at Pittsburgs He was a little irmature, though.
ses Bov also sald that the Starlings ars s—ooming. Thers have been
slghtings of the "(lmbby Bumble® group from Clayton being down Clayton
Road as far as tho Kirker Pass interssction, Over tho Pass, another
gang is on Buchanen Road, near the Standard 01l tanks.

Lyon Farrar spotted a Ruffed Grouse this summer in Siskiyou County,
and Bill Betts saw Osprey in Minmesota and White—faced Ibis in S.E. Idsho.

Elizabeth O’Msara witnessed a Brown Tovhes feeding a Cowbird.

Jane Nemetgz says one of hor Barn Owls died, but the other 1s o.ke

Frieda Shackelford reported on s trip to Aden’s Resort for Cuckoos.
No Cuakoos seen, but 30 Swainson Hawks made » good consolation prize.
Frieda also reports a Red-brsasted Buthateh in her patlo, making a total
of 80 specles sho has seen at her place, f_))g

I saw a White-falled Kite on lowsr Mt. Diablo, from a spot 3 miles
in from the Northgate Road entranse sign, Also, later, I saw a floak of
ten Black Turnstones at Natural Bridges State Park north of Sante Cruz,



. Viclet Beitzel says that she and Dick saw the following birds on thelr
field trip to Europe this summers
PRed-necked Grebes Heron; Mute Swanai Moorheni Wood Plgeons;

Bukxk Black-headed Gulla; Common Terni Swifts (black); Swallow
(like the Barn Swallow)3 Alpine Swift; Magple (black bill);
Alpine Chough; Marsh Tit; Blackbird (not like ours, has a yellow
bill and is a very fine singer)j; Linnst; Hooded & Crow; Chaffinchj
House Martin Coot; Osprey; Hoopoe (in the Munich Zoo).

Ce00

These are your Commititse Chsirmen for this year, as announced by Jane
Nemetz at the Seoptember meetingi

Progranm Billl Betts
Membershilp Dorothy Couden
Fleld Trips Lynmn Farrar
Publicity Ellzabeth 0’Maera
Conservation Engra Lusebrink
Hostesas Muriel Schad
Scholarships & Sr. Advisor Ferd Ruth

Ye Olde Quelle Editor Ed Mize

Quail stuffer (Mailer) Frieda Shackelford

A word from Bill Goodall, Audubon Western Representative, sbout the
Sanctuary over at Richardson Bays:
®John Larson will be returning on Sept. 30 with the permanent
. title of "Manager, Richardson Bay Wildlife Sanctuary?. He will

also have charge of the Warden at the South S.F. Bay Sanctuary
during the hunting season., This Fall, Elwood Bunting will again
watch over the Area from Oot. 15 to Jan. 15." Goodall’s office 1s
now interviewing persons for the position of Program Naturaliat at
Richardson Bay. When persomnel is available, schools, youth
organizations, and others can telephone foxr fleld trip appointments,
phone 388-2843,

coe

An item in San Diego Audubon’s "Sketchas® says that Ranger Robert Pugh
has been transferred from Silver Strand State Perk to Doheny Beach
State Park. This meana that his wife, Elsanor, ons of our former
members will be 70 miles closer to us.

oeeQ

California’s Rep. Burkhalter has introduced 2 bill in Congress to oreate
a National Park area to be called a "Natural Wildflowser Sanctuary® on
20,000 scres near Lancaster, Calif. ..o There will be no 67,000 ecre
Prairie National Park in Kansas, because the boys figure that nobody in
his right mind would plow tha area anywey. .. Looke like the Muir home
will be a national historlc site instead of a National Monument.

Geaca

Qdds and Endsas

. In America some people throw eggs. But in Brazil, according to
"Newsweek®, when one of the politieal leaders (Lacerda) had norve enough
to oriticize the Govermment recently, "workers wers organized to pelt
him with dead wvulturea", %,5

Ed Mize (Edito:l'.‘) ee 1260 Mt., Diablo St. » Concord oo 6829786
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Nexi Flold Trip: Saturday, Rovember €, 9:30 a.m. Sacramento
Nat1553§ wildliife Refuga.

Next Meeting: Thursday, November 14, 8 pe.m. Rcom 211, Life Sciencs
Building, Diablo Valley College. Engra Lusebrini
will %ell us about the Audubon Cemp she attended in
Wyoming last summer,

Next Sereen Tours Friday, November 15, 8 p.m. Welter Borlet presents
"the Living Wilderneoas®¥,

o000

Engra Lusebrink, our Congservation Chalrman this year, attended the
Audubon Camp In Wyoming during the first two weeks of July. She
returned enthuased about this camp in the Wind River Range, and has
kindly consented to pass some of thet enthuslasm on to us at our next
meating, November 14, During lingrasa telk, she will show plctures
of the Camp and of the Grand Tetons, which she also viaited during her
trip. She*s proud of the mountain sheep she capiured, on film.

(While we are on the subject, the "Audubon Camp of the West" will be
held at the same Wyomlng locatior ggain in 1064, Thoere will bs three
sesgionss June 21 to July 3, July & to July 17, and July 19 to 31.

The fee for the session is ¥125, with a deduetible registration fee

of "2b. It is recommended that requests for reservations be made

early. Write National Auwdubon Society, P.0. Box 3666, Ll Monte, Calif,.)

o000

Please note that the November fleld trip is scheduled for a Saturdey,
November 9, before the next regular meeting, It seems that there wers
mors interested members favoring the long Vetermns Day weeskend over a
mid-November date. Field Trip Chalrman, Lymn Farrar, writes:
"0n November 9th a trip to the Sacramento Wildiife Refuge near
Willows is plenned, No one has yet voluniesred t¢ be leader,
so those planning to attend should contact me (ATlantlc 3-3038)
o let me know they will be along so that wo cen all go through
the gate as one group. Plan to meet at the headquarters (sbout
8 miles south of Willowa on U.S. 99W) at 9130 a.m. Seturday. )
Bring a lunch, and alse rain gear if the weather threatens. 54
Breakfast can be had at several places along the way any tims,
Driving ¢ims is usually about 3 hours or under. For baast birding,
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Uplan to stay until at least 4 p.m. This 15 one of the most
spectacular trips, from the standpoint of numbers of birds seen

at close range, and is a fine opportunity o study wildfowl and
hawks, It is suggested that those pl to go contaot friends
and form groups, both for the fun of the trip sach way and to out
down the number of oars driving through the refuge, where the birds
are still wary%.

On Friday the 16th, the t after our next mseting, the second of
this year’s Audubon Wildlife Films will be shown at the Junior College.
This one foatures a keen conservationliat, Walter Berlet of Casper,
Wyoming, |His film, "The Living Wildernesa", has speotacular close-
ups of animals, including a busck pronghorn forming his harem, a
boelligerent elk charg the camera, and a atalking cougar. A

wide varilety of bird life will also be geen.

[N N ]

Hore is Lynn Farrar’s aocount of the October 13 fleld trip to Briones Parks
It was a olear and sunny day — perfect for birding, hiking, and
Just plain being out of doors. A nlce group of 30 birders
gathored about 8 a.m. at the Briones Road entrance to the Park,
where "Doc" Mattison took charge for the first part of the trip.
Some nice habitat was explored, but with surprisingly poor results,

UMr. Mettison went over ths plans for Briones Park, othsr acquisitions
in the violnity, proposals of various kinds, and then answersd many
questions about other arees of the county. It was brought out very
strongly that it is up to those who want these parks to start
work1n§ hard informing friends and urging the supervisors to
authorize the funda noaedod to make these lands part of our park
system. I like to believe that many of those there were seeing
parts of the county they had never suspected exlsted. We surely
have gomsthing beautiful as well as praotical to fight for, when
we try to assist in the acquisition of this type of land,

"Aftar "Doo® was fepcod to leave early, to be with his family, the
group went further into ths area, with somewhat bstter birding,
although not as good as I had antlcipated. Several firsts for
returning winter birds wers found as well as a now hawk for the
area, at least to my knowledge.

"Birds observeds Turkey Vulture; Sharp—shinned, Red-talled,
Red—shouldered (new), and Sparrow Hawks; California Quatl; X1lldeer;
Band-talled Pigeon; Mourning Dove; Anna’s Hummingbird; Red—shafted
Flloker; Acorn, Downy, and Nuttall’s Woodpeokers; Black and Say’s
Phoobes; Steller’s and Sorub Jays; Cheatnut-backed Chickadee; Plain
Titmouse; Common Bushtit; hite-broasted Nuthatch; Wrentit; Bowlok’s
Wren; Robin; Varied and Hormit Thrushes; Weatern Bluebird; Ruby-—
orowned Kinglet; Cedar Waxwing; Hution’s Vireoj Audubon’s Warbler;
Western Meadowlark; Red-winged and Brower’s Blackbirds; Houase Finoch;
Pine Siskin; Lesser Goldfinsch; Rufous-sided and Brown Towhees;
gregun Jugoo; Lark, White—crowned, Goldem-crowned, Fox, and Song

parrows,

[ E N ¥.-]
Thers 13 some hope that Contra Costa County will have a park in use by
next August. The Board of Supervisors has authopiged the lease of
the firat half of a proposed 925 acre park at Lafayette Reservoir and ’35



the developmant of facllities for swimming, scil boating, canceing, end
fishing, along with pienlc grounds and riding trails. The total

. project will cost about "250.000. Bventually, at least 500 acres
vould be purchased. ... Secondary consideratlon is being given to
development of the John llarsh homs park site near Brentwood.

-0 -]

Our speaker last month, Tom Holmes, from the Conbtra Costa Soil Con—
servation Distriect, touched briefly on activitles near the liarsh home,
Iwo new dams on larsh Creek, costing “ 800,000, pald for themsalves in
the October flood last yeer and again in January. Tom showed slides
of erosion, chesk dams, and soil horizons in our backyard.

Q08 e

e welcome as new membors:
Mrse L. Ko (lsther) James, 606 Maureen Lene, Pleasent H1ll and
lMrs. Lucy Betts (wife of v.p. Bill Betts) 1827 Altura Diive, Ccncord.

Cag0
Bird Qbservations:

At the October meeting, Lynn FParrar sald thab he hed 6 reports of
Red-breasted Nuthatches in this araa so frr this year. Until now,
Lynn has oconsidered it rare to have any sliyhting at all. Jane Nemeitz
reported one off Golf Links Road recently, and Lynn has one in his
yard which is atill there in late Getober., Lymn would appreclate
any additional reports on these birdse c.e They have also bsen seen
in the Honterey area this yoar, according to "Ths Senderlingt,

On Sunday, October 20, Lynn tallied 34 species in his yard,

. incl];udlng Hutton’s Vireo; Audubon, Black-throated Gray, and Townsend’e

Warblers.

Isabel MoGoehon seonds along these observations on McGeehon H111:
fAlthough there was a scaraity of winter visitants in ’62 - ’63,
vhen the berries were more than usually abundant, the resident birde
seem to have been more prolific than usual — even the quail, 3ad to
relate, so have beon the cats. Howaver, the residents "held their own".
Young mockingbirds amounted to a virtual concentration, while the two
varieties of towhees have been all over the Place, The fig %ree
harbored jJust as mexuy bouse finches and mockers as ever, both singing
and squawking overhead, while the lady-of-the-houase pilcked lower down.
Nor has there been a shortage of Jaya. The titmice, never numerous,
., Dave come as usual to the McGechon Jungle with unimpeired appetite for

cantaloupe gseeds, Their wary and circultous approach 1s in sharp
contrast to their darting departure, one seed at a time. Not until
the first week in October was a gparrow — a Golden—oerowned — observed
in the garden. The first robin came September 1, also the first in
immature plumage ever seen by thia observer. Bovvever, it knew wherse
to find the early ripening pyracantha berries. fnd particularly
actlve have been the opossums eating Hiagara grapes at the back door,
Most untidy is thelr hebit of leaving the skins to be swept off by
the sald lady-of-the-~house, who, more neet, Just eats the grapes —
skina and all,"”

woll over a thousand Ssndhill Cranos flying south in bunches of 50
o 100 at about 9,000 ft. over :he Leke Sterling erea, nortn of
Emlgrant Gap.
karly in Qctober, by the shores of Manzenita Lake In Lassen Pari,
I was thrilled to see my first Evening Grosbeak. The late eftorncom >l
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rays of the sun lighted his yellow cheost so brilliantly that the
piotured bird in Peterson’s Guide lookad 1liks he needed vitamins
or a girl friend. ceve
Those who attended the season’s first Audubon Wildlife Film got & good
survey of the "zoneg® of British Columbia, as shown by Cheater Lyons.
He must have spent years in the field collecting his piotures. I’d
always looked upon B.C, as a land of wide open spaces, but ¥r. Lyons
pointed out that population pressurss there, too, are fast wiping out
good park posaibilities, flora, and fauna,

se00

On the hoels of the creation of the Minarets Wilderness Area comes the
announcemont of the proposed High 3iorra Wilderness Area, vwhich would
include Blackecap Basin., We now have & new Mokelumme Wild Area.

ooee

One wonders who will win the tug-of-wer in the redwoods. As fast as
land 1s set aside for parks up there, the Highway Boys come up with
suggestions on using state park land for freeways, There are still
squabbles on how to chop Prairie Croek State Park, and now thero is
a proposal to slash thro Jedediah Smith State Park for & "water
level route" along Smith River: ... Nevertheless, arrangements are
going ahead to acquire Lane Flat as a State Park, thanks primarily

%o the gift of 100,000 by Mrs. Stout of San Anselmo. .. Also, &
movement 1s under way to oreate a Dag Harmarskjold Memorial Grove in
Pepperwood Grove, north of the Avenue of the Giantas,.

saeQ

A similar tug-of-war is teking place on the Pt. Reyes peninsula, The
National Park Service 1s busily buying up land, having peeled off about
7 million for 10,000 acres so far, but lumbermem have alsc been buslly
whacking down virgin Douglas firs, while their purchase is in = escrow.
How greedy oan soms people get?

Oregon Dunos National Seashore 1s getting a little cloaer to rgaligation,
although the proposed acreage has been cut dovn to 35,000.

oeDs

In anothe™ month you can stock up on the new Audubon 5¢ stemp and use
it on you'* Christmas carda, It will bo ispued on Nov. 290 and features
& reproduction of Audubon’s "gh Columbia Jays". <.s AlS0, the Audubon
Conservation Osnter in Berkeley will be open Saturdays, 1l a.m. $o0

4 p.ms, through December 21 and features edusationsl items and gifts.

ceee

s
The first of ten 24,760 ayments for the purchase of Audubon Cangyon
Ranch has bean mado.’ P P

gaee

Groetings to the newly formed Santa Barbara Auvdubon Soclety, and good
luck to the staff of its bulletin, "El Tecolote"”, The OQctober issus

points out tho seriousness of "bird collecting”, vhioh is in many casesa
Just an excuse for bird killing, !

The Audubon convention in 1964 wil) bo at Tucson, 1n 1966 at Boston, and
in 1966 “somewhere in California®,

Kd Mize (Editor) e 1266 M&, Disblo 8t., Concord ... 6829786 3 (l
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Next Pleld Trip: Sunday, Dooccmber 8, 2:30az.m. Tomales Bay.
Beth Reynolds, Leader.

Hoxt Meeting: Thuraday, Dececmber 12, 8 p.m, Room 211, Life Sclence
Buillding, Dlable Valley Collegoc. Program still
uncertain (see below),

Christmas Count: Sunday, December 29. Contact Lynn Farrer (283-35938).
Potluck dinnor, 6 p.n., at the Schad’a.

Next Scoresn Tour: MNondsay, January 13, 19864, Ldgar Jonss presents his
. £ilm, TAlberta Outdooras®,

aoo0n

As of this writing (Nov. 26) tho program for the December meeting has not
been settled. Our Program Chalrman, Bi1ll Betts, has tried repeatedly to
line something up for us, but ao far there iz nothing definite. There
will be a regular meeting, however, during wvhich therc will probably be
some discussion on ths Christmaa Count, If I hear anything definite
regarding the program, before finishing the typing of this issue of
"The Qualil®”, you’ll find it near the end of this bulletin. The oarly
field trip next month msana "The Quail? has to fly sarly this month,
end disruption of schedulez caused by President Kennedy’s death and the
Eginkggizins vacation has mads 1% imposmsible to be more definite at

8 .

oo ®0Q

The December Piold Trip is scheduled for December 8, the Sunday before
the next meeting. (Wo are switching the Tomales Bay trip to Docembor
and the Conn Dam trip vo January this year, to see if there 18 any
marked differsnce in the birding). Tomales Bey is noted for aexcellent
birding — in fact, the area is usually seconé to one in Florida for
reporting the most species of birds observed during the Christmas Count.
Last year, for instance, 166 bird species wore reporied from Tomalea Bay.
Wo won’t see that many on our trip, of courss, but should ses pleniy.
Beth Reynolds 1is the leadar, and has this to add:
. "#e wlll meet at the ususl place, in the parking lot at the

inverness store, at 9:30 on Sunday morning, December 8., Be

sure you go all the way to Inverness, as there is another store

& couple of miles beforas town. Wo will bird in this arsa for 39
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"awhile, and then head inland. The last couple of years we have

gone around the Bay and up the east slide, but this year we plan

to do our birding on the Pt. Reyes peninsula side. There 1is
conslderable Interest being shown in the new Natlonal Seashore

there, so we wlll be anxlous to see what we can find in the areas
visited. Bring lunches and wear warm clothing. You may need

some sturdy shoes or boots, beocause some of the ground can be soggy®.

L X RN

FLASH... The program at our December 12 meeiing will feature Dlok and
Vi Beitzel showlng slides and telling us about their trip to
Europe last sumer,

Gego

The Christmas Count this year will be held on December 29, and Chalrman
Lynn Farrar adds:
"As in previocus yeers, those not already assigned o areas can
meet me at 7 a.m. at the Monument in Pleasant Hill. All
persons planning to participate in this year’s count should
contaot me for assignments (phons 283-3938 after 6 p.m. weekdays).
I would certalnly like plenty of volunteers, in order that we can
cover the areas better. If you have areas you prefer to cover,
let me know, It 1s absolutely essential that everyone understand
the regulations, and contacting me will preclude any wasted offorts.
How long you bird i1s up to you. Be sure to dress warmly, as it
can be cold work at times. We can’t slways have perfect weather,
you know."
The fee this year will be 604 per participant, and the money will be
sent to Audubon for compilation of lists in "Audubon Fleld Notes",
The post—oount Potluck and summation will be on that Sunday evening,
December 28, about 6 p.m. at the home of George and Huriel Schad.
Please contact them at 686—7827 in plenty of time, so that they will
know how many to expect and you will know what to bring. Although
the Schads have room in thelr dining room, it will be necessary for
some of you to bring chairs and TV treyas or card tables. Bring
eating equipment, too.

The $xlimix Schads live in Concord at 2906 Concord Blvd. at the corner
of Perkside. It’s two sbhort blocks south of the City Hall. If you
come in from Waelnut Cresk on Highwey 24 you go down Galindo Street

and turn right at the first stoplight onto Concord Blvd. Go east on
this street six—tenths of e mile, and their house, with its red tile
roof, 1s on the SE corner at Parkside. If you come into Concord on
Willow Pass Road, continue on that street to Parkside, which 1is marked
by a Tidewater station and ths City Hall on dlagonal corners, and turn
south two short blocks.

The fleld trilp to the Saoramento Wildlife Refuge was a huge sucecess for
those who made the effort. Unfortunately, not many made the effort.
Lynn Farrar seys thet 65 species (of birda) were seen there, with
excellent displays of waterfowl and hawks. Jane Nemetz Joyously

found a Bittern to add to her 1ife list. Space 1s short here, so

Lynn says that persons really interested in learning whet birds were
seen oan contset him,

Desplte the usual rain on Audubon night, several Interested members and 3
guests came out te see usngra Lusebrink:s slides o Audubcex Camp ané parts
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of Wyoming. Engra had many beautiful pictures, including many perfect
shots of wildflowers. The next night Walter Berlet showsd a Wildlife

Film on the "Living Wildernesa%, which included many vilews in areas
that kEngra had covered., So those who saw both programs got a good
glimpse of the Tetons, Yellowstone, and the Wind River counfry.
Incidentally, Engre has announced that she is moving to Palo Alto, but
wvill maintain contaoct with our group, when her travels permit, Your
editor will take over her job as Conservatlion Chairman,

Re’re pioking up now menbara, A spsoial wolcoms to tho followings
Jim Lynch, 3768 Sorrano, Mertinez (who sent in 5 yeer’s duss)
Richard and Margaret Schaller, 330 Sunse®, Concord
Leo and Virginia 3chaafer, 3611 Walnut Ave., Concord
B1ll Taylor, 170 Easy Street, Alamo.

L E N K ]
Bird Observations:

Lymn Farrar montioned at the November meeting thet migratory blrds
are coming through sbout on average this year, according to his records.
He spoited 40 specles at his place on one day a few weeks ago, and
attributed that number to plenty of feed and shelter.

The Shaockelfords vacationed in Arizona in mid-October, glving Frileda
the chance to add 25 birds to her life 1l1isat.

Swensons spotted White-throated Sparrow on Nov. 1, and Frances Blake
reported Rufous—orowned Sparrow at her place on Nov. 10.

Don’t worry about the robins — they weren’t all killed off by
insesticldes. A friend of mine reports seeing thoussnds of them in
the Sierraville area the weekend of Oct. 27.

"Progress® may be pushing some of the birds ocut of our arsa.
Demolition of old oak trees at an apartment project aouth of lMontgomery-—
Werd may force Lewls Woodpeckers to leave, and an access road across
Keller Fond in Concord to projJected apartments on the west side of the
Pond probably means bye~bye Black-crowned Night Herons.

The Audubon Conservation Guide reports that three iverglade Kites
were sighted in ons dey last March on the Loxahatohee National Wildlife
Refuge in Florida. This may be the rarest bird in the United States.

The Whooping Crenes have returned to Texas. 91 reported, including
7 young. This 18 bettar than last year’s loss of 6 and no young.

Whittler Audubon’s "Observer® sagys that Mookingbirds seem to be
moving north. The birds become more numerous in Winnipeg each year.

Red-breasted Nuthatches have bean observed as fer south as San Dlego
this season. Apperently their food in the mountains is scarce this year.

LR XN

The Board of Supsrvisors for this county has rejected the "Pay as You
90" park plan, which we endorsed by letter esarlier this year. Only

300,000 has been budgeted fg:r.- 19063-1964, including ¥ 78,000 for San
Pablo and Briones Parks and "150,000 for the lease and first phase
development of Lafayette Reservoir,

L R XN

Mt. Diablo State Park will bo expanded from the present 2,168 acres to
about 5,000, thanks to proposed purchases from the Govermment asnd private
landowners. An angel, Capt. William Nelson, bought up 800 acres of
Govermnment land recently and arranged for the State Park to acqulre 1%,

Ed lige (£ditor) .. 1265 Mt. Disblo St., Concord ... 682--2786 10



