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January, 1968
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Next Meeting: Thursday, lan. 11, 8 p.n. Room S=211 (Life Science
Puilding), Uiablo Valley Collepge. Harry and Betty
Adamson will show slides of their trip to Venezuela
and scme of the Caribbean Islands.

Mext Field Trip: Sunday, 'an. 14, 9:30 a.m, Ieet at Conn bam.
Leaders: Bill Betts (685-~5119) and Ed Mize (0806-1341).

Next Screen Toux: londay, Jan. 8, 8 p.m. DVC Gy, william Ferguson
presenting "High lorizons",

-l

Almost a year ago, Harry and Retty Adamson took a superlative Sierra Cl=b
trip to Northern South America and tc some of the islands of the Caribbean,
They found a2 multitude of birds in a great variety of habitat. At our
Jan. 11 meeting, the Adamsons will show slides and share with us some of
the scenery and wild 1ife they were fortunate to capture on film. e
will see Angel PFalls, hirhest in the vorld, and visit such places as
Venezuela, Surinam, Guyana, Trinidad, and Guatemala. S0 it promises

to be a colorful and memorable evening.,
T

Our Field Trips resurie on 'an 14, with a return o a favorite birding area:
Conn lam and Lake Hennessey. This time meet at the foot of the Dan,
I other years we have met at a stone bridge alonp the way, but we have
had difficuity birding from cars aleng the Silverade Trail, and our convoys
on this road have constituied a traffic hazard, There's nothing to stop
you from starting earlier, howaver, and birding along the ways but try to
be at the picnic area at the foot of the Dam at 9:30.

To pet there: Take State Highway 29 between Mapa & Calistopga,

and turn off at Rutherford and go east about 5 miles, A slower

but more scenic route is ¢o turn at Napa towards winters about 3

miles and then take the Silverado Trail north 13 miles and turn

east to the Danm,
After some birding at ihe meeting place and at the top of the Dam, we
will drive to various spots around the Lake and see what we can see,
Je do 1§ft1g hiking on this irip. Nirding is generally good, with
g;ggglizg vz?gingggwaffi ?1rds a8 well as birds of the fields and forests,

: » SCODCS, a heartylunch, ang sunny weather,
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“he next juwuwoon ildlire il will be shiowm on jonduy, Jun. Lth,
at the LVC Gym and 411l fouture ..111ian 'or,yuson ana his film, "ijigh
Lourizonsht, vhiis pieture deals vrimarily with the Colorado locicies
tnd the birus, aniiuls, and {flowars found in the various zones there.

o0oe00

Despite the bltterly cold weather, conflicting christiias projrams,
und shopping deuands, we had a full house at our pecember neeting to
hear s jolint program on the Grand Canyon presented by wnrnie sSchulz and
John vuvis, we wWere moved to a room down the hall, whlch proved better
than our old hwunts except thiat a screen was wmissing. Spociul thunks
tnerefore go to urnie schulz, who dashed back to l.artinuz to (et & screen
so that the shouv could go one

wrnie thon guve us an excellent geological history of the Cunyon,
stressing that some geocloglcul eras oy rock are no longer visible in the
canyon, lle followed his talk with a showing ot slides Treaturing scenic
wonders not only within Grand Canyon wationul Park but in some of the
td jacent areuas. ... after this splendid introduction, John Lavis shoued
his colorful slides of the float trip down the river t'roi Lee’s Ferry
to Fhantom funch — the only wuy some of us willl ever see thut strotch
ol the rlver, His pictures were strikingly beautiful and nade us feel
thet we were on a raf't, with hardly a worry about the rapids aheuvd,

O DO G

vur geniul “Wreasurer, George .schad, wus ubsent rroi1 this neeting
and has since underyone kidney surgery. at last report, he had re--
turned howe belore Christuus and is getting along fine,

The name of wngra Lusebrink appeared In a recent builetin of the
suena vista audubon society (Vista, Calif.) under "hew llcubersY. LIEra
writes that she had hopes of going on both the san vlego and Buena Vista
Chrlstmas Counta, Birding 1s good in the bays und lagoons, she sayd.

John stunley writes that he hopes to spend next swasr in Wyoning,
presunubly at the .udubon Camp. e also thonks us by saying,

"The warm velcome I received Crow mombers of [ t. viablo
wudubon lod to wy interest in working ror National ,udubon,"
11" you travel in southern California, you are invited %o stop In at the
nudubon Conter of southern California, 1000 Jurfee Avenue, south ol
~onte, und sewe John.

fferd Huth has invited us to hold a ueeting in his lab at the
Lawrence Lall of Jsclence, derkeley, und tour the fucilities after they
open. (I presume tihat this will be next Fall or later).

G0 o6pa

Cbservutions:

John stunley sent a list of 55 spocies he has seen in the last two
months at audubon Center of Jouthern Cal. liany of the birds sre courion
here, but he ulso 1lists: Sharp—shinncd lawk; Cooper?s iawk; spotted
Love; .{oadrunner; darn Owlj;sersech Owl; Black—chinned Huaeingbird;
ndngfisher; slue-gruy Gnatcatcher; sBlack—tihrcated dray Varbler; and
Cardinal, Thils iIndicates pretty goou birding in 5. =1 onte.

Larry Couden renorted Snow (Qeese over his home in uLalnut troock.
oone weroc ualso reported at Avon during the recent cold spell.

vave Jowmun had Chestnut-bucked miixhh Chiciadse in his backyurd,
off Rudge:r Hoad in .alnut (roek, s0 this speecles continuves to
sproud thrcushout our aresn,

Larry .daison said he went over to Invorness to see the Tellow—
bliled Loon, which dropped 1n there vec. 1.

Joy .ea her sent an article from che lonterey naper teiling ol n
pro.n vhraisher seen in CGuriel iidshlands — only the third roconrd of the
bird in Calirornia,
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The new Jan/Feb issue of "pacific Discovery" has an interesting
article on the rereprine Falcon. The bird nests in greatest concene
tration in the remote (ueen Charlotte Islands, west of the coast of

. Nritish Columbia, where it lives on marine life washed ashore. But
even on wild, isolated cliffs, the rerergrine is not free from pressure
from man and insecticides,

If you thought the Maui Nukupuu was extinct, you can think again,

For the first time in 71 years, it has been seen roaming the Kipahulu
Valley of Maui, near the Ilaleakala area.
dawkkk

Acquisition of the Nrazil-Sousa acreage for addition to Tamalpais
State rark has been side-tracked for the present and possibly forever.

The land is owned by a church, belicved by any to be a front for a land
speculation outfit, and their asking price is $3.3 nillion as opposed to
the State's offer of $3.0 million. The real tragedy is that 10 years ago
the State could have bought the 2100 acres for a paltry $300,000,

The State recently bought 320 acres of Forts Baker and Barry and
hopes to add it to a 3000 acre Golder Gate fleadlands State rark. Before
this, 130 acres in “ort Baker and 183 acres in Fort Cronkhite wese bought,

About 5 years ago, conservationists tried to prevent construction of
an aerjal tramway up Mt. San lacinto near Palm Springs. how we hear that
the tramway is doing only 1/3 the business promised and bonds are defaulted.

While a new compromise Redwoond National rark lies idle in Congress,
Georgia-racific Corporation is whacking away at the reduoods just outside
the proposed park boundaries,

House and Senate members have settled their differences over the
proposed San Rafael Wilderness Area, morth of Santa Barbara, but so far

. no further action has been taken on this wilderness legislation,
+dh

The prograr for the Audubon western Conference, being held at Asilomar
(racific Grove) April 6 - 9, 1968, has Dbeen released, Speakers will be:
George Treichel, Dr. Richard Warner, Mrs. Blizabeth Gatov, Samuel wood,
Norman Livermore, Charles Callison, and Roland Clenent. Rield trips wiil
be held honday morning, April 8, Further information available at our
next reeting, or write to National Audubon sesiern Conference, r.C. Box
3666, E1 lonte, Calif, 91733, for reservation information.

Your rresident-Bditor hopes to attend some of the conference. At
the llecember meeting the Society voted to help defray some of his expenses,
L - -

bespite uncertainties a 1onth ago, we did hold a successful Christmas
Count on liec. 30, with about 25 birders in the field. Approxinately 108
bird species were seen - down 10 from last year because of the drier con-
ditions, (I hope to have a complete tally in the next ‘Quailw,) The
weather was perfect; and we were lucky, because the mext two days were
cold and foggy.

Counters pathered at the Couden home for a potluck and tally. There
was sore discussion over how increased assessments by National Audubon
should be paid = a matter which will have to be resolved by next Christmas
if we are to continue official Counts. ’
and hggri:§§§%a1 thanks go to borothy and Harry Couden for their warm home

osp LY qnd to Ruth and Lynn Farrar, who agreed to handle the
official compilation.
Fote koA

Bd Mize, Editor ., 1255 Mt. DLiabio Ste, Concord, 94520, yrhone: 686=-134]
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The Quail

BULLETIN OF THE MT, DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA

(Pres: Ed Mize, 686-=1341
1255 Mt. Diablo St., Concord, Cal,
94520)

o : - {Next Deadline: feb, 22)

February, 1968
Yol. 14, No. 8

Next Meeting: Thurscday, Feb. 8, 8 p.m. Room 5=211 (Life Science
Building), bLiablo Valley College. Dr. JohnSchieffelin
will show a movie on Africa,

Next Tield Trip: Saturday, Feb, 10, 10 a.n, To the Delta. Meet at the
Nradiord Island ferry landing (see below)., Leader:
John Bruce (837-9554) or Ed Mize (686-1341),

Next Screen Tour: Monday, Peb. 12, 8 p.m. DVC Gym. Walter Berlet in

"The Untamed Qlympics™,
Thdkork

llow would you like to go on an African safari md sece a few lions, cheetahs,
rhinos, leopard, and elephants? Then come to our meeting on Feb. 8 and
thrill to an hour~long 16 mm. movie shown by one of our newer menbers,

Dr, John Schieffelin of Lafayette, presently a pediatrician at Kaiser's,

Dr. Schieffelin took this picture on a trip he made to Africa a couple

of years apo. It promises to be a very unusual and interesting evening.
e e e

Since we haven’t been on a field trip to the Lolta for a few years, the
Commitiee thousht maybe this would be a good year to go back to the
asparagus patch, So this year, on Saturday, Feb, 10, we are going to
an area we haven't been in before - to Bradford Isiand, in the San
Joaquin delta, #e have been invited by Mr. william Atkinson of
Nradford Isiand to bird om his 200 acre farm. please note that the
trip will be on Saturday., The reason for the change from Sunday is
that the ferry to llradford Island runs hourly on Saturday, but is
suspended on sunday between 10 a.m, and 4 PeMo

To get to the free ferry: Take Itighway 4 thru Oakley, turn left onto
Cypress Road, go 2 i1iles and turn iefi on Jersey Island Road. Then 3
miles on ersey Island load you will see the green sign pointing to the
Aradford Island Serry and iebb Tract. Turn right and take the levee
road about 4 niles to the landing. iry to be there a2 little before

10 a.msy as the ferry leaves about 10:15, by the latest schedule,

BFing sturdy shoes, appropriaie weather gear, and a lunch, The Birding
wiil be varied, but interesting, host spectacular will probably be
Whitefta1led Yites, possibly Burrowing Owls, a variety of water bizds
and birds that enjoy the thickets and the rushes. As a bonus you wzll
ride one of the few ferries left in Caliiornia, '

oo eseo
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The next Screen Tour will be om Monday, Peb., 12, and will feature
Walter Rerlet and "The ULntamed Olympics', Any recommendation I
might make will be completely biased = for I'm an enthusiast about
the Olympics, which are described as "the finest remmant of wilder-
ness in the vacific Northwest", ranging from the racific shore to
glaciated Mt. Olympus itself, Mr. Berlet's film will show the
animals and flowers, the beaches, the rain forests, and rany other
special attractions in this national park, He has been at DVC
several times before with excellent pictures of Alaska and the Yukon;

and I'm sure that his Olympic picture will be another masterpiece.
e e ok ook

Any time Harry and Betty Adamson show pictures we have a full house.
Our lanuary meeting was no exception to this rule. Many members
and 13 guests came out to see the Adamson's pictures of the trip they
took a year ago to northern South America and the Caribbean. It was
as though we were seeing several "National Geographic" articles in
living color film, for so many of the Adamson's side trips had been
featured articles in that magazine, Thus, we saw: Angel Falls
(highest in the world), a vovage on the river between Surinam and
French Guiana, the brilliant Cock-of-the-Rock, Kaieteug Falls, and
such exotic places as Tobago, Panama, and Guatemala. (How mnice it
was a couple of weeks later to see a TV travelog featuring the diamond
miners of the rotaro River and a trip to Kaieteur Falls ... very
similar to Yarry's descriptions!). Harry also inserted uany slides
of bird pictures taken from books, so we would have an idea of what
birds they saw but could not photograph, It was an outstanding show,
L L

Although our January Field Trip to Conn Dam had to compete with the
Super-Bowl football game and inclement weather, 12 birders showed up
and thoroughly enjoyed the trip. We drove around one side of Lake
Hennessey and walked around the other, Despite overcast skies, which
made some identification difficult, we bagged 57 species. Outstanding
were: Bared Grebe, a dirty Whistling Swan, two Canada Geese, an un-
identified Loon, Gadwall, Ring-necked Duck, American Goldfinch, several
Say's pPhoebes, Mountain Rluebird, Ladder=backed Woodpecker, Varied
Thrush, Lark Sparrow, Rufous=crowned Sparrow, and Lincoln Sparrow,

We welcome our newest member:
Miss Mar jory Reu, 2401 Lake Street, San Francisco.

- T -
At last report, our Treasurer, George Schad, is home and doimg well,
He can handle your membership renewal, so don't hesitate to send it in.
His address is 18350 - 2nd St. Concord, 94520, George appreciated
the many 'get well’ cards you sent to him recently.

>
William Fergusom's "High Horizons™" at the Audubon wWildlife Tour om Jan.
was well attended. He started high on a ridge in Rocky Mt. National
Park and followed streams of water down to lower levels, showing the
life in the various zones, There were excellent shots of birds, the
silk moth,; and wapiti featured in the film.

AdThd
Another reminder from Paul lloward, P.O. Box 3666, El Monte, Cal. 91733,
that registrations are still being takem for any of the {our twooweek
sessions of the Audubon Camp of the West (in Wyoming), 6/23-7/5:
7/7 = 7/19; 7/21 - 8/2; and 8/4 -~ 8/16, write him for more
infornmation, if you want,

[ -3 - B -
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It has frequently been suppested that we change our meeting date, SO
as not to conflict with Golden Gate Audubon, which also rieets on the
second Thursday, Several of our members also belong to Golden Gate
and sometimes are faced with a horrible decision ~ trying to choose
between two pnod programs, A proposal was made at our lanuary
meeting that, beginning in September, we start meeting on the‘first
Thursday. The first Thursday was recommended, So as to avoid
conflicts with the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons. It was
voted at our January nmeeting that a proposed cliange in the by=laws
be printed in the PRebruary '(uail', as follows:

Article 1XI, paragraph 1, would be changed to read ,..

“The repular meetings of this Society shall be on the first
Thursday of each month between September and lune.™

Underlined portions represent a change from “'second ‘' to "fifst™ and

the addition of ""between September and June’, Qur by-laws state

that changes can be approved by a ma jority vote of the members present
at any reyular meeting. A vote will be taken at the Pebruary meeting.

escoOE

Observations:

Jane Nemetz reports that the first Violet-green Swallow of the
season arrived at lleather fond on lan., 18, Also seen there or nearby
recently were: Redhead, Common Egret, Green Heron, and Goldeneye,

Joy Meagher welcomed a ( reen Heron to her backyard recently,

Frieda Shackelford looked out the window on jan. 9, and by golly
there was a Western Tanager at the feeder, This, along with the
Bullock's Oriole she saw during the Christmas Count period, nakes it
seem like summer is here.

Santa Clara Audubon reports an Bastern rhoebe at the Carmel Raver
on hov., 28 and a rrothonotary Warbler at willow Creek, 60 miles south
of Monterey, on Dec. 3.

The first record of a Wood Thrush in California was spotted by

Guy McCaskie and crew in the San Diego area.
ek Ak

Secretary of Interior Udall has made two decisions recently on the
building of highways through National Parks. Approval was gpiven
for a 2-lane limited access highway across Sequoia National Park to
take traffic to and from the proposed Mineral King development by
Walt Disney Productions. ... On the other hand, Udall has turned
down North Carolina's request to build another road across the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

Drdte

s
Attached éﬁCOmpiler Lynn Farrar's summary of the recent Christmas
Count. The 110 species seen was 8 less than last year and somewhat
less than San Diego’s record .. 209 or Tomales Bay's 194, AS you
see, we are not in the same ballpark with San Diego and Tomales and
therefore do not participate in the '"World Series” aspect of the
Christmas Count ..., we just have the fun, and that’s the way it
should beo

Bd Mize, Bditor .. 12535 Mt. Diablo St., Concord, 94520. vrhone: 686<1341
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Total Species ... 110 Total Individuals .. 63,714

ebe 1 Duniin 339 Longbill Marsh Wren 4
ggizgdcfgbe 2 West.Sandpiper 120 Rock Wren 6
Pied=billed Grebe 15 Sandpipers, sp. 400 Mockingbird 42
Great Blue Heron 1 Anerican Avocet 4 Calif, Thrasher 8
Common Egret 4 G2ucous-w.Gull 58 Robin 169
Snowy Bgret 25 llerring Gull 40 Varied Thrush 17
American Bittern 3 California Gull 205 Hermit Thrush 34
Canada Goose a8 Ringbilled Gull 412 Western Bluebird 50
Mallard 102 Mew Gull 4 Rubycrowned Kinglet 46
Gadwall 16 Bonaparte®s Gull 26 Water Pipit 13
Pintail 400 Gulis, sp- 5208 Cedar Waxwing 111
Green-winged Teal 34 Bandtail Pigeon 58 Loggerhead Shrike 15
American Widgeon 186 Mourning Dove 29 Starling 624
Shoveler 138 Barn Owl 3 Myrtle Warbler 3
Canvasback 10 Screech Owl 1 Audubon's Warblerx 95
Lesser Scaup 32 Great Hormed Owli © Yellowthroat 1
Common Goldeneye 13 White-thr, Swift 30 House Sparrow 168
Buf flehead 8 Anna's Hummingb. 25 Western Meadowlark 214
Ruddy Duck 74 Redshaft.Flicker 56 Redwinged Blackbird 4190
Duck, sSp. 300 Acorn Woodpecker 67 Tricolored Blackbird 104
Turkey VYulture 24 Lewis Woodpecker 3 Brewer Blackbird 10411
White-tailed Kite 7 Yellow-bel.Saps. 14 Blackbird, Sp. 35000
Sharpshinned Hawk 2 Hairy Woodpecker 1 Purple Rinch 6
Cooper®s Hawk 3 Downy Woodpecker 5 Ilouse Finch 168
Red-tailed Hawk 38 Nuttall®s Woodp, 4 vpine Siskin 30
Marsh Hawk 16 Black Phoebe 7 American Goldfinch 550
Sparrow Hawk 39 Say's Phoebe 14 Lesser Goldfinch 205
California Quail 56 Horned Lark 113 Rufous-sided Towhee 46
Ring-neck Pheasant 2 Violetgr.Swallow 1 Brown Towhee 68
Common Gallinule 12  Steller’'s Jay 21 Savannah Sparrow 109
American Coot 488 Scrub Jay 109 Lark Sparrow 24
Killdeer 179  Chestnutbk.Chick., 6 Rufous~crown Sparrow 6
Biackbellied Plover 47 Plain Titmous e 73 Oregon Junco 369
Common Snipe 290 Common Bushtit 22 White~crowned Sparrow 483
Longbilled Curlew 46 White-br.Nuthat., 20 Golden-crown Sparrow 252
Willet 10 Wrentit 16 Pox Sparrow 156
Greater Yellowlegs 41 House Wren 1 Lincoln's Sparrow 2
Least Sandpiper 47 Bewick's Wren 7 Song Sparrow 25

Also seen in Count Period: Belted Kingfisher; Bullock®s Oriole

'"This year we had 2 good turmout of birders, and I thank all concerned.
Surprisingly, we had several high counts, although total number of species
dropped. An unfortunate illness prevented a survey of Pine Canyon, We
need more experience within designated areas, to use tinme effectively. I
wish to particularly welcome Betty and Ernie Atkinson and David and Alyce
Bovman; who had birds no one else saw, on their first count. We have such
a vonderful area that it would be a shame to drop it for lack of a leader.
Things should get started in September, Anyone interested in our area can
arrange to go over it with me or look at the maps.

"Participants this year were: the Adamsons, the Atkinsons, the Bowmans,
Bob Buttery and Son, Ann Cavanagh, Dennis Clemens, the Coudens, the Parrars,
Jim Harrison, Ruth Hozier, Ed Mize, Bert O'Meara, Ferd Ruth, the Schaefers,
the Shackelfords, the Stellers, and Caroline Raynesfard.

"Finally; thanks go to the Coudens for hosting a delightful potluck,"

Lynn PRarrar r
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Next Meeting: Thursday, March 14, 8 p.m. Room S-211 (Life Science
Building), Diablo Valley College. Tom Brennan and
Calvin Watterson of the Bay Area Air Pollution Control
District will present 2 program on Air Pollution.

Next Pieid Trip: Sunday, March 17, Briones Regional Park. Meet at
9:30 a.m. at the John Muir Netional Hidg oric Site, or
a little later at the home of the leader, Christian
Nelson, at the head of Briones Road.

. Next Screen Tour: Monday, April 1, 8 pome DVC Gym. John Buiger in
"Wild Rivers of America’.

=0 - - ]

In recent years we have had a program each year dealing with a local
problem. Thus, the last two years we have heard discussions about
local water pollution and the bleak future of the Delta water supply.
At our next meeting, on March 14, we leave the water for awhile and

take a2 gulp of air, which, incidentally, might be a little polluted.

Our program will be presented by two men from the Bay Area Air prollution

Control District: Tom Bremnan, Supervising Air Pollutiom Inspector,

and Calvin Watterson, Air Pollution Inspector. They will show a2 10 min,

16 mm., sound/color movie, "Cleaner Air: A Progress Report" and then

carry on from there. It will be an interesting and informative meeting.
Trkdddr

We read a lot about our new Briones Regiomal park, acquired over the

past ten years, but few of us have spent much time in the area. In

the last five years our Society has held two field trips there, going

in from the Briones Reservoir side, This yeag, on March 17, we will

have the great pleasure of going in from the Alhambra Vailey side,

Our leader will be Christian Nelson, who knows the area well, since

he lives right on the border of the Park.

We are hosting some members of the Stockton Audubon Society, as a

. gesture of appreciation for the wonderful time they gave us at Caswell
State Park last QOctober. To make it easier for our guests, we are
going to meet 2t 9:30 a.m. at the parking lot of the Johm Muir home,
which is close by the junction of State Highway 4 (Arnold Industrial
Highway) and Alhambra Avenue (the main entrance to Martinez).

D
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Shortly after 9:30 we will form a caravam and take you €0 yourrleader,
Chris Nelsom, who lives in ithe last house up Briones Roa}d° If you go
there directly, go south on Alhambra Valley Road to Reliez Valley Road,
jog slightly to the west, and then take Briomes Road to the last house.

Our cheerful host will meet us at his home and conduct a walk into the
Park. Birding sl'ould be interesting, since there are a couple of ponds
in the area. A good selection of hawks, songbirds, and birds of the
open woodlands can be expectied. Bring sturdy shoes and a iunch. Upon
our return to the cars, we have been invited to coffee and refreshments
at the Nelson's, If you want, you can return to the Muir home and take
the regular tour through the home at 3 or 4 p.m.

RARY
The final Audubon Wiidlife Film of the season will be presented on
Monday, April 1st = no fooling - at the Diablo Valley College Gym, with
John D, ﬁgﬁkﬁ Bulger taking us down some of the "Wild Rivers of North
America" - specifically the Allagash, St. Lawrence, Hudson, and Buffalo.
Maybe some of these streams aren't so wild in spots, but Mr. Bulger
went thousands of miles down them to capture several wild animals on film,

We had a room full of merbers and guests %= on Feb. 8 to see Dr. John
Schieffelin's movies on the animals and some birds in Kenya and Tanzania.
Jack's pro jector was a l1little noisy, but, as he pointed out, his pictures
hardly needed any commentary. We started out wifh a close-up of a
grazing rhino, with its shadows the Cattle Egrets nearby, and in the
three reels we were treated to excellent pictures of elephants, leopard,
giraffes, lions, cheetah, impala, and fords - the latter beimg in the
reel dealing primarily with safari life. It was am outstanding series
of films in sparkling clarity, in precise focus, and welleedited.

At this Pebruary meeting, members unanimously approved a proposed chage
in the by-laws to move our meeting date from the second Thursday to the
first Thursday, beginning September 5.

Lynn Farrar also brought up a good point. He thinks we should start
informing people -particulariy youths with guns - just which birds are
protected and which are not protected. It is possible that we night
develop this project in the future and pass out informationm at schools.

For your information, the birds which azxe not protected in
California ai presemt are: Ilouse Sparrows, Crows, Black=billed
Magpies, Yellowe-billed Magpies (in some counties), Scrub Jays,
Steller's Jays, and Starlings.

Frepre

Boy, we've been lucky on the field trips this year! The zains held
off for our February trip to Bradford Isiand, and we had a beautiful
day, The narrow levee road around -the Island was such that nobody

got stuck in the mud. A week later and some of our cars night still
be there!l

The turnout was tremendous, with at least 11 cars, so that the ferry

had to make two trips. Although invited to the Wm. Atkinson place,

we couldn’t find him, but we did find a half-dozen Burrowing Owls.

Some of the group continued across the Islami, At least 45 species

were tallied, including several Whiteetailed Kites, White-fronted

Goose, Snow Goose, Ross Goose (and even Tule Goose), plus phoebes,

ducks, and songbirds., Special thanks go to Leader John Bruce for 1
arranging this very interesting trip,

* 68 8dD
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A hearty welcome to our newest rembers: . )
Leslie and Dorene Running, 1826 Noemi Drive, Concord.

Les is a Storekeeper at the Radiation Lab, where he has yorged for 20
years. Every chance possible, the family, including Kristi and
Matthew, is out hiking and camping.

vk
Mt. Diablo Audubon old=timers wili recall Rill Adams, one of the
early active nembers of our group. We hear that Bill was killed on

Feb. 10 on the highway near his home on the outskirts of Sebastopol,
when a tractor he was riding went out of control and hit a car.

John Wright, one of our young members,; hasn't bee:r active in our
club recentliy, because he has been active with Uncle Sam at PFort Waine
wright near Fairbanks, Alaska. 1In addition, he has found time to
write a column (and a good one, too!) on nature subjects for the college
paper at the University of Alaska,

Our faithful pPublicity Chairman, Luella Augasonm, has her problems.
Cespite her earnest ef ‘orts last nonth, one paper said that the Mt. Diablo
Association Society was holding a meeting in S-=211, and another paper
sald the meeting would be on Friday (instead of Thursday)!

+++t 4

Observations:

Bob McCarthy tipped us off at the February meeting that there were
excellent displays of swans and cranes in some of the fields adjacent to
the Borden ‘lighway, near some of the bridges on the way to Stockton.
After the Nradford Island field trip on Feb. 10, several members went
over and witnessed the display of these beautiful birds.

Ernie Atkinson happened to be in S.F. on Feb. 13 and went out to
Stowe Lake in Golden Gate Park, and there about 8 feet away was a
Buropean widgeon mixed with 30 Americans. When he told the news to
the first chap he saw with field glasses, the latter got so excited
that he almost dropped the glasses into the Lake.

Frieda Shackelford reported a Western Tanager in her yard in
early February.

Virginia Schaefer told o€ seeing a Rufous llummingbird in early
February « about a month earlier than any previous recoxd she has.

The Adamsons described the "Robin's Roost", back of Joaquin
Miller park, where it seems that as many as a hundred thousand robins
collect every night, Betty and Harry went there again after our Feb,
10 trip and saw huge flocks, Maybe next year we should plan a field
trip into this area during the day aml stay around long enough to see
this most unusual display.

Scrztch that Ladder-backed Woodpecker - I mean the one reported
on the Conn Jam trip. Actually a huttall’s Woodpecker was Seen, Since
Ladder-backs are about 300 miles away in the cactus.

Mt., Diablo Audubon cooperated with the Kennedy University League, which
presented A Program with the Sierra Club" or Feb. 20 at the new De La
Salle '"ligh School auditorium., A large crowd of about 300 came to see
a2 film on the Grand Canyon, but nany left when a Sierra Club chairman
began to preach about the Land & Water Conservation Act. The departees
missed a showing of colorful slides of the Redwood Country.
Jokde ek
Walter Berlet’s Wildlife Tour film "eb. 12 started out with a lengthy
sermon on comservation before gretting down to the advertised subject -
Olympic National Park., Considering that the sun didn't cooperate too
well, Mr, Berlet did quite well with the camera. We explored the Ocean
Strip and took pack trips into the interior of the rark. At the end
Came the celebrated protest march led by Justice Douglas, [0
St

Bd Mize, Editor .. 1255 Mt. Diablo St.; Concord, 94520. Phone: 686-1341
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Thursday, April 18, 8 p.m, Room S-21i (Life Science
Building), Diablo Valley College. George Whitney will
give an illustrated talk on Mt. Diablo’s wild flowers.

Sunday, April 21, 9 a.m. Mt. Diablo State park.
Meet at Rock City. A Park ranger will lead us on a
search for wild flowers.

Sat. & Sunm., May 4 = 5. Possible overnite to Columbia.

dooced

Please note that our April meeting will be a week later than
usual. It will be cn April 18, so as not to conflict with
Baster Week activities,

This April eeting will esseantially be a repeat of a program held six
years afroe. George Whitney, of Stauffer Chemical and a resident of our
area for over 20 years, will show and discuss his outstanding slides of
the flowers growing on Mt. Dliablc. Mr. Whitney has studied his subject
for many years and will brirg in some geology znd history of the area.
Although our mountain looks like an island, it surprisingly does have
flowers that really belong bundreds of miles away. Mr., Whitney's

show siXx years ago was well received by an appreciative audience.

We urge you to be with us on April 18th,

whkuk

Please note, also, ithat our April field trip will be a week later

than usual,

It will be April 21, the Sunday after Easter.

For the past several years uwe have been making ouxr April field trip a

wild flower trip.

Attendarce has been excellent, ghowing that many

of our members and friends are interested in this form of nature study.

This year, arrangenents have been made to view the wild fiowers on Mi,
Diablo. 'The Man on the lMcuntain®, Ranger Stewart, will have a member

of his staff guide us to sorme of the wild flower areas. Meet at Rock
City area at 9 a.m. To get there from the north, drive up North Gate
Road to the Admission Station and go down the Danvilie road about a mile

to Rock City, near the park ileadquarters. From Danville, just head up

towards the Park lleadquariers, There will be a Day Use Fee. Bring
sturdy shoes and lunch, and also binoes if you core to see sore birds, too,

000D

"
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n your calendar a possible field trip to Columbia State park
¥2§ktge zeekend of May 4p- Se This will be the weekend before our
May meeting, so as to avoid conflicts with Mother's Day and fo see
the area under optimum conditions. The Coudens will lead - and
that in itself guarantees perfect weather. They will be up at
Columbia sSoon to check out motel and camping spots, and this infor-
mation will appear in the May Quail, which will be issued a littie
@arlier than usual.

Sedrde e
Our March field trip, to Briones Regional Park, was exceptionally well
attended. Neazly half of the 40+ people who showed up were our guests
from Stockton Audubon. Everybody found his way to the John Muir Home,
but after that problems developed, We had such a long convoy that
part of it got separated and followed the wrong car, which meant that
the Stockton guests roamed roads going all around the Briones Hills
for the next hour. A chance meeting at a sirategic junction with
one of our members corraled everybody, and all eventually got up on
the hill at the Chris Nelsoz home.

Meanwhile Leader Chris and the first delegation had started out on the
hike into the park, Heavy rains in previous days had ieft somewhat
muddy walking conditions. Fortunately, it was a beautiful day, and
we could see for miles instead of 4 miles. Some of us had lunch
near one of the ponds, while others went back to the cars. Birding
wasn’t too good on the hike, but three Golden Eagles were seen, as
well as Bufflehead on a pond, a variety of hawks, and several birds
of the woods and open spaces. Among the animals were several deer,
a bobcat, and three elephants. The bobcat wasisemi-tame friend of
the Nelsons, and the elephants were at a carnival wintering ground

at the foot of the hill.

After the hike we gathered at the Nelson'’s and saupled coffee and a
dessert prepared by Ann Nelson, who had courage enough to try a
Pillsbury 'bake-off' cake, We also sampled the extraordinary view

of the Diablo Valley and the sparkling mountain., Despite tl® confusions
of the day, it was a very enjoyable outing, and our guests appreciated
the new scenery and frienmdships,

oesoen

Nearly 2 room full, including several students, attended our March
meeting, at which time Tom Brennan and Calvim Wattersom of the Bay
Area Air Pollution Control District presented a program on our Air
Pollution. We first saw a movie, taken in the Bay Area, which showed
the sources of pollution. Then Mr, Bremnan discussed the organization
of the BAAPCD, its problems, and iany aspects of its functions,

Mr. Brennan predicted that things would get worse before they got better
around here, despite the three regulations now in effect. The Livermore
Val}ey area was pointed out as being particularly vulnerable and is now
rapidly approaching Los Angeles® degrree of pollution. The air pollution
potential here in the Bay Area is greater than in Los Angeles, and the
only thing saving us so far is the smaller number of people. Did you
know that the inversiom layer here is actually lower than the layer
in Southern California?

S
Because woodpeckers have made telephone poles near Clayton look like
Swiss Cheese, five poles were put out of commission in a recent gusty
wind and caused a power failure that upset several hundred homes, 13

LI -]
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Cbservations: '
Lynn Farrar and Harry Adamson were out near St. Larys Road and

B inger Canyon Road recently, checking on some ;ePogted hummlngblfdsﬁ
agélsag two szous-cxowned Sparrows =« the first time in 8 years that
such birds have been seen there.

The Adamsons had their first oriole of the seascn om May 22.

Drange-crowned warbless are repgited all over the places

TN

If you are intexested in a boat trip around the Paralloms, Golden Gate
Audubon has such a irip planned for Sunday, April 28, This is a trip
for hardy seafarers = it's not o 1little jaunt on a paiztial yacht.
Boats leave Sausalito at 7 a.me Daylight Saving Time and retuzrm about
4 puMm. Par@: $10 per person. If interested, send a check payabie to
Golden Gate Audubomn, enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope, to
Mre. Valezia DaCosta, 2090 Pacific Ave., San Francisco, 94109. Hez
phone is 9315257, Details will be sent with acknowledgement, Reseg=
vations will close April 15,0z earlier if the boats azve filled, Leaders
will be Rich Stallicup and Ted Chandik,

edneo

Recently, President Johmnson signed the bill creating the 143,000 acre

San Rafael Wilderness Area in the rugged mounmtains norih of Santa Barbara.
The reservation does not coniain the 2200 acres having Indian pictographs,
but it is 32,000 acres larger than the original Forest Service proposai,
This is the first addition to the wWilderness preservation System since
passage of the Wilderness Act in 19264,

Meanwhile the !louSe is considering a bili which would put Hooker Dam on
the Gila River and back water as much as 9 miles into the Gila River
Wilderness Area, Reports are that a single private corporation would
use most of the water so impounded,

In November 1066, at the suggestion of Florence Klinger, we passed a
resolution inm favor of creating a wild filower refuge in Riverside County.
An item in San Bernacdino Valley Audubon's 'The iWestern Meadowlagk?
indicates that this 960 acre pilot has been withdrawn from public land
by the Dureau of Land Management for the purpose of establishing a
'Degert Lily and wildflower Natural Area', which will be dedicated
on Baster Sunday.

by
Some hunters nust tlhiak we have too nany Desert Bighozn Sheepl As a
result, Sen. Richardson of Pasadena introduced a bill (S5.D. 210) in the
California Legislature which would have removed sheep from the protected
1ist and perritted the killing of about 25 rams of this endangered
species, Fortunately, the bill died in committee.

LN N N
A Nominaiing Committee is at work getting a slate & officers for next
year, to be presented and voted upon at the April meeting. In this
Connection, you are requested to help out as an officer or a cormittee
nember when asked, because our list of participating members is smail
and lately only a few members have been carrying the load., We have had
exce%;egt attendance at meetings and fieid trips this year, indicating
a definite need for an organization such as ours, Let's hope we stay
in business!

ek
Starting May 1, the Day Use Pee for State Parks will be
instead of varying between 50¢ and a doliar with the seazgi.a E

S [

Fd Mize, Editor .. 1255 Mt. Diablo Ste, Concord, 94520. Phone: 686-1341
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MNext Meetilng: Thursday, May 9, 8 pom. Room S=211 (Life Science
Buildings, Diablo Valiey College. Paul E. Schulz
will give an illustrated talk om Tahiti and Hawaii.

Next Field Trip: Saturday and Sunday, May 4th & Sth, Overniter to
Coiumbia State Park and environsd. Leaders: Harry &
Dorothy Coudea (934-8873). (See page 2 for details).

.,Jy;ne Potluck: Thursday, June 13, at the home of Jack and Beth
Reynolds, 496 Mohz Lane, Concord.

LR - -]

*Bnli Hal is calling you'. The island of Moorea, said to be the Ball
Hai of Mitchener's "South Pacific”, will be our destination at our May
9¢h meeting, Paul B, Schulz, Directoxr of the John Muir His: oxric Site

in Martinez, will take us to the South Pacific, when he shows slides of
the interesting trip he and his wife took ilate last Fall, Differing
from the usual tourists, the Schulzes were there on a *Club Mediterrance!
package tour and spent three weeks in a camp on Moorea, a few miles across
the sea from Tahiti, They fiew from Los Angeles to Papeete or Tahiti,
and returned home through Hawaii. Errie says that his pictures are not
the best he's ever taken, because the weather was dazk and gicomy mosi of
the time they were there; but he does say that the pictures should be of

interest, So come and relax and enjoy the tropical islands,
Tdefine s

Please note that our May PRield Trip, on the 4th and 5th, is
the weekend before the regular meeting. This will avoid any
Mother's Day conflicts,

We are returning to Columbia after a lapse of eight years. in the olden
days we wer2 there as guests of the Irving's, but this time we wiil be on
our own imn motels and campS, Our leaders, Harry and Dorothy Couden,
have scouted the area recently and have writien a detaiiled accounmt of
the events and accomodations, as shown on the next page. We have
permission to walk on private quarry land on an 'at your own risk?
basig, The weather should be salubrious, the hiils vezdant, the
pients floriated, and the birds myriad, In other words, it should
be a wonderful weekend,

[« I- 0N = -



. Leaders:

Travel Routec:

55 /L'B o

i

FIELD TRIP TO COLUMDIA STATB NISTORIC paRK
May 4 and 5, 1968

llarcy and Dorothy Couden (Phone: 934-8873)

Reached by taking Highways 120, 108, and 49 through Manteca,

Escalon, Oakdale, and Sonora. ApproX. 3 hours from our
area, not counting a stop at the Escalon Bakery for home-

made ice cream and bakery goods,

Events: Saturday the 4th =- exploxe Columbia from the completely restored

brick school house on the hill to the Wells Fargo Office
and Fallon Theatre. The whole town is a State Park, with
zestoration and preservation more complete than when we
were last there as a group in April, 1960,

(Sat) 2:30 po.m. Meet at the Columbia Coffee llouse, south end of

town, for a trip to an "active gold mine open to the public's

- If 10 or so of us show up, we get a group rate of 60¢;

otherwise, $1.50 adults and 75¢ children., Trip takes b=
hours, Transportation by bus., Mine tenperzat ure, 54-.

(Sat) 6:30 p.m. Meet for "mo host' dinner at the Columbia l[louse,

tain Street. "4%er food'; AAA recommended.

Sunday, 8:30 a.m. Meet at the parking lot, south end of Columbia,

Birding in vicinity, Convoy to old quarry. Three-
quarter-mile easy hike to promontory above forks of
Stanislaus River, birding the while, This will be a
*travel at your own risk' outing on private lands. We've
permission to enter this property on our promise to do
no rock collecting and - naturally - no littering, No
water, so bring liquid with lunch,

(Sun) gomu Firemen's Muster in Columbia. Competition among

Accomodations:

ire wagons and crews from nearby towns.

Short supply in May. Since you might not have time to
write, confirm reservations by phone if you want to be sure,

Motels in Sonora are good., We checked out two:
Gunn llouse, 286 S. Washington (Phone: 209/532-3421)

310 to 20 for double; $16 to 20 for four.

Modern Manmor Motel, 300 S, Washington (Phone: 209/532-3647
with Sonora Towne llouse, 350 S. Washingtom (209/532-3633)

$10 to 12 for double; $14 to 16 for four.

Cther possibilities:

Sonora Inn & Motel, 160 S, Wasl ingtom (Phone: 209/532-7468)

$7.50 to 12 for double; $16 for 4.

Sonora, . 480 W. Stockton (Phone: 209/532-9938

$7.50 to 8,50 for double; $10.50 for four.

Camping ... just outside of Columbia (Bast on Jacksom % mile or so0)

t0 K.OcAc Camp. Grass and shade. $2,30 per couple, 50¢
each additional, Showers, swim pool, eleciric hookups.
Tents or trailers, Address: P.0O. Box 850, Columbia, 95310,
If you write for reservations in name of Audubon, manager
may reserve an area for us,

Good Weather Guaranteed,
We Coudens will be 'roughing it*® at the Gunn llouse.
(Dorothy & Harry)
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At outr April meeting George Whitney showed pictures of Mt. Diablo'’s

wiid flowers. His colored slides were outstandingly beautiful and
a joy to the many members and guests who filled the room. Many of

his pictures were closeups rewealing the infinite detail in some of

the smailer flowers. It was an excellemnt program.

Mr. Whitney was also on hand the following Sunday, when we held a field
trip on Diablo to see some of the flowers in bloom. Dr. Mary Bowerman,
an expert on Diablo's flowers, was also present to share her knowledge
with the 35 members and guests, One of the Park ramgers guided us to
three areas of flowers. The day was clear, but with a crisp wind. A
list of the fiowers seen is being g:gg:red foe the next 'Quailt,

A1l our Aprgfiggnénanimously elected the following of ficers for 1968<069:

President ... Brnie Schulz

ViceoPres. ... Joy Meagher
Secretaty eee Joan Mize
Treasurer snew Orland Augason

This steriing list of officers will be installied at our annual Potluck
Dinner-lMeeting, scheduled for June 13th at the home of Jack and Beth
Reynolds,

Lt 2]
At our April meeting, our attention was also directed at some of the
important measures before Congress and the State Legislafure.

Vlie voted to file 2 statement with the House Interior Cormisaion
in favor of at least the minimum acreage proposed in S, 2515, which
would create & Redwood National Park.

Another important bill in Congress is Sen. Bibie's bili, S, 2951,
which would grant States the control over wildlife within the State
- even within National Parks.

Here in Califom ia, S.B. 231, introduced by our Ser. Geo. Miller,
is of importance to us because it would extend the authority of the
Bay Conservation and Development Commission, If the neasure is not
passed at this session, the BCDG will be unable to limit Bay fiil
after Jamagy 8, 1969.

Several membexs of Mt. Diablo Audubon attended the Audubon Western
Conference at Asilomar eariy in April., The Conference was planned
for about 500, but 700 were registered. Featured were Several
excellent talks, motion pictures, and field ¢rips to Pt. Lobos, the
Hatton Ranch, and an ocean trip.

Former member John Stanley, now with the Audubon Center of

Southern California, was at the Confezence helping to keep

things funning smoothly. Johm expecis to be at the Audubon

Carp of the West in Wyoming for 9 weeks this summer, The

Conference was aiSo the last gathering chairmaned by genizl

Biil Goodall, who retires in June,

Sy d

Ferd Ruth, tohn Bruce, and Dave Mertes (of U.C.) wrote a letter last
month %o the State Fish and Game urging them to take steps %o comvince
Schools that collecting tidepool 1ife does more harm than good. The
letier must have had some effect, because Bd Doider of Normen Livermore's
staff said at Asilomaz that State officials are now studying the problem
and that 1200 letters recently went out to high schools askingthem to
Stop collecting specimens at several beaches in the state. e

D00wn

BEd Mize, Bditor ,. 1255 Mt. Diablo St., Concord, 94520, Phone 6861341
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Next Meceting: Thursday, June 13, about 6:30 p.me Annual Potlucke
nnez, mecting, and social evening; at the home of

Beth & Jack Reynolds, 496 Mohr Lane, Concord {(689-2980).

Next Rield Trip: Sunday, June 16, 8:30 a.me Pine Canyon. Meet at

Castie Rock Park, Leader: Jane Nemetz (687-3873)
Wk R

Are you ready for another Potluck Dinnez? A good time is in storne for you.
This year we have beem iuvited to share the home and enclosed patio of the
Reynoldg® at 496 Mohr Lane, Concord.

Beth and Jack Reynolds iive near the cormer of Bancroft Rozd and Treet Lane,
You can get there in many ways. Concord members can go down Oak (Ggfove

to Treat and west on Treat to Bancrofi; Walnut Creeckers and Lafayeticrs
can take either the Geary Road (Treat Divd) ramp off the Frecway, or can

go out ¥Ygnacio Valley Road and turn north on Bancroft, Maritimnezites can
also turm off the Preeway onto Geary.

From the light at Bancroft and Treat, you then go mosth on Bancroft, pass
Minert and the BART tracks and turn right (east§ on David Ave. Two blocks
brings you to Mohr Lane, and the Reynolds live at the far end of the first
block, on the right - name on the mailbox, Parkk on Mohr Court, around the
cornes, where there is more Loom,

Plam to be there by 6:30, fully suppiied with money, food, eatin® tools,
plates, chaixs, card table or TV trays, etcC, Please ¢all the Dood Chairman,
Ann Cavanagh (682-5127) right away and arrange to bring a meat dish, salad,
of dessert., Remember, S8 ig our only funderaising event of the yeas ...
80 slip 2 dollar an adult of 30¢ per younpgster into your purse,

We will have a short businzss meeting, inciuding the installatiom of ousg
new of ficerss

President cea Brnie Schuigz

Vice~pPres. coo Joy Meaghes

Secretary o600 Joan Mize

Treasures coo Orland Augason M

After this we will have a 1ittle siide show, So bring along 2 handfule



Last year we went to the Marble lountains and llart Mountain, saw the light-
houses on the fiast Coast, and had excellent closeups of aninais, birds, and
.E’] owers in various parts of the West. No telling what we see this yeari
9P0aoQ
It has been 8ix yesars since we have been in the Pine Canyon area of Wi,
Diablo as a group. On Suaday, June 16, our leader will be Jane Nenmetz,
who knows every rock in the Canyon. This i8 outstanding bird couniry,
We will meet at 8:30 at Castle Roeck ratk, To get there, head for the
North Gate Bntrance to Mt. Diablo State Park, by going south on Cak Grove
Road, but take Castle Rock Road at the junction with North Gate Road.
Follow Castle Rock into Castle Rock Park and drive in to the third gate
and look for Jane's red Rord bus, Bring sturdy shoes and, optionally,
a lunch, and exgict to do some hiking, If you care to descend Pine
Canyon, by driv to Barbecue Terrace in Mt. Diablo State Park, coatact
Jane at 687<8873 for clearance conlirmation and transportation arrangements,
Bxpect a mild morning in the Canyom, but it warms in the afternoon.
&'y & 4
Our welleplanned May field trip to Columbia was excelilent. Sorgy more
of you didn't find that out in person! Those who went had a wonderful
time taking an interesting trip through a gold mine, having & savory
dinner at the Columbia louse; Successfully birding on Sumday, and watching
the colorful Piremen's Musier parade in Columbia Sunday aftermocon., The
weather vas absolutely perfect,

Bleven members took part in the Sunday trip to the quarries, The Coudens
must hawe planted a Canyon “rem in oneof the quarries, so we could hear the
bird’s tumbling call;, while White-throated Swifts and ClLiff Swallows in

vast numbers fanned the air, Tanagers were seen on the way to the quarrics,
The most umusual bird sighted was Blue-grey CGnatcatcher - a 1life bird for
some of us, Violetegreen Swallows were numerous at the Stanislaus overs
look, About 50 species were seen on the trip, including Lark and Chipping
Sparrows, Cowbird, wWarbling Vireo, several Flycaichers and Woodpecle rs.

Special thanks go to Dorothy and Harry Couden, wWho thoroughly sScouted the
area for us, gave us clear directions and a schedule, and arranged for our
entry into private lands. Ilarry even brought along his clarinet and,
aided by Bditor Bd at the piano, wafted melodic straing into the many
levels of the Gunn lHouSe Saturday night.

Our final meeting of the season at DVC was very colorful, although Somewhat
delayed by an overflowing fish tank, lthen order was restored, Brnie Schuilz
gove an interesting history of the South racific before taking us to Tchiti
and Moorea, by showing pictures that the average tourist would never see.
Ernie and Grace Schulz had been on Moorea for three weeks in a camp, and,
despite some cloudy weather and tropical mist, Ernie was able to capture

the spirit of the islands, Beautiful cloths were shoum, but Brnie
declined to model them or perform a Tahitian Hula.

[~ N -

We welcome our newest members o...

Mrs, Do Ro Holm, 615 Paso Nogal, Pleasant 11i11

Lucy S; Urbain, 3359 Herman Lrive, Lafayette

. Robert and Mary Wymer, P.O. Box 101, Martimez.
Mrs, llolm was brought into our group by Mrs. wWilliam Toaspern ... Mrs.
Urbain had such a good time on our flower trips to Bricnes and Mt. Dig lo
that she anviously jJoined our group. She is a Social Workero oo.o. Dob
and Mary Wymer have rejoined us, after being off our meubership 1ist for 1%
awhile. We are glad to have them back,
Fkdrty
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For the benefit of those who attended the [lit. Liablo wildflower llike
on April 21, Florence Klinger has compiled a 1list of the cormon nares of
.he plants seen on that trip, as [ollows:

"riddleneck, Western Wallflower, Cal if. roppy, Golden Dush,
Clematis, Sun Cup, Yellow Owl's Clovegx, DBur Clover, Smooth Cat?s-
ear, Spurge, llop Tree, Poison Oak, Golden La tern, Star Zypgadene,
Blue Witch, Bush bMonkey Flower, Mt, Diablo Sunflower, Cal if. Soap
rlant, Valaea, Dlow Wives, Oregon Sunshine, Godetia, Red Larkspur,
Royal Larkspur, pPurple Sanicle, Gamble weed, Linanthus, P'ilaree,
Calif. bLwarf pPlantain, Dedstraw, Andrews Galium, Micropus californicus,
Meadow Rue, Calif. Buttercup, P&tcher Sage, Woolly rainted Cup,
Indian Warrior, Chia, Coyote Mint, Co:mon liood-rush, West ern Hound's
Tongue, Streptanthus hispidus, Pale Montia, biner's Lettuce, White
Nemophilia, Tomcat Clover, Wild Cucumber, lLouglas Sandwort, White
Forgetelle<Not, Popcorn Fliower, Drewer Phacelia, Lotus, Pringe rod,
Sickle=leaved Onion, Gold Rields;

‘Coast Live Oak, Canom Oak, Bay, Pea Chaparral, Buckebrush,

Chm ise, Manzanita, and a pink thistle
W ketede Ry

We regret the resignation of our good friends, Carl and Ruth Swenson,
who have moved to a trailer court at 70 Colomnial Park Drive, Santa Rosa,
95401, Drop in and see them, if you’re up that way.

Ferd Ruth has been elected Vice President of the Alevander Lindsay
L’useumo

Join Wright, now with the Army at Fort Wainwright in Alaska, has
sent some more of his interesting columns that he writes for the Univ,
of Alaska paper amd aiso a list of birds he has seen, among which the

re unusual are:

Goshawk, Snowy Owl, Gmay Jay, Gray=headed Chickadee, Northern

Shrike, Common Redpoll, White=winged Crossbill, Snow Bunting,

Robin (1 so far), and Common Goldeneye.

So, '"Join the Army and See the Birds".
b Lol S L g

At our May meeting, attention was once more directed to Sen. Dible's bill
(S. 2951) in Congress, which, if passed, could lead to serious problems
in our National Parks, Monuments, and Refuges, since it could conceivably
give control (i.e. hunting) of wildlife in these Pederal areas to the
states, The bill would also nullify much of the Bndangered Species Act
of 1966 and repeal the Bald Bagle Act of 1940 and the Golden Eagle Act
of 1962, If you feel like writing to a Conpressmam or a Senator
regarding this measure, the Chairman of the House Merchant Marine and
PFisheries Committee is Bdward O, CGarmatz, and the Chairman of the Senate
Cormerce Cormittee is Warrem G. Magnusson.

oscen

The final Wildlife Tour of the season was held on April 1 , with John
Bulger and his 'Wild Rivers of America', which took us along the upper
Hudson, the Allegash, into British Columbia, and (inally to the Ungava
Peninsula of Quebec, After seeing all these beautiful streams, Mr.
Buiger then shocked us by ending his presentation with 2 shaving of
rivers that were no longer wild = just polluted,

.t this Screen Tour, Alice and lohn Porterfield scholarships (copies of
B, Lawrence Palmer®s *Pieldbook of Natural Hisg ory") were given to three
Students, selected by the Diology Department as being outstanding in
their field, These bright scholars were:
John Ceballos, Mike Day, and pPat McKenna, 9
*44
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At the Audubon wesiern Conference in Asilonar, early in April, Lr. Richard
warner of U,C. showed some beautiful slides of the Kipahulu Valley on the
Island of laui, It was in this valley that Dr. Warner and his party made
the first reconrded sighting in 71 years of a bird considered extinct, the
Maui MNukupuu, An artiecle in the 'S.F, Chronicie' recently stated that
Nature Conservancy is now raising noney to buy 500 acres of this lush
valley., If they are successful, Laurance Rockefeller has offered to
toss in an extra 58 acres of oceanside, and other owners of the valley
will donate 8500 acres riore. The 9000+ acres woulid be added to the
Haleakala National park,
Fedets

A new East Bay legional rark, at Contra Loma Reservoir near Antioch, wili
be open for limited public use in luly.

The EBRPD has also announced plans for the development of the

Coyote ilills Park, neac the Dumbarton Bridge.
Conservationists, led by the Sierra Club’s Loma Prieta Chapter, have been
able to raise enough money pledpges to buy 382.5 acres of privately held

land within Bip Dasin Redwoods State Park.
S

Jane Nemetz recentiy looked out the window of her apartment overlooking
E11is Lake (Concordg and spotted 8ix Western Tanagers (male) in brilliant
plumage, The tanagerines were apparently part of a mipgration. ... Late
in May Yane was also somewhat startled to see a Snow Goose amd a White-
fronted Coose on the Lake. After a two day visit in Concord, the geese
had their compasses fixed amd headed north.

POCHLODENOD
The Seattle Audubon 3Society, 806 Joshua Green Bldg, Seattie, Wash. 98101,
would be very happy to send you a new book called ‘Washington Birds8 fo
$4.20, which includes postage,

R

This issue marks the end of my 7th year as Bditox of *The Quaii?®, Our
next President, Ernie Schulz, was glad to hear that I would continue to
serve again next year as Bditor and Quail Mailer; and I hope that you
will also approve this rash action on my part.

The President®s Swan Song

I think that you will agree that this has been a very successful year
for our Society. Our programs have taken us to Africa, South America,
Tahiti, the Crand Canyom, amd XIdaho - thanks to ‘Loc' Schieffelin, the
Adamsons, Brnie Schulz, and John Davis. In addition, Chris Nelson and
James Bright taught us something about the Sage (.rouse and about Rocks.

We had wonderful field trips to the Sacramento Refuges, Columbisa, Briones,

Diablo, Conn Dam, the Delta, and to Caswell Park ~ thanks to the Glotfeltys,

the Coudens, John Bruce, Chris Nelson, Johm Davis, and Dill Betts. Also,
Nill Betts helped us thru a legal swamp eariy in the year, and Ruth & Lynn
Faxrar waded thru statistics of our Christmas Count, after the delicious
potluck at the Couden®s., Let's not forget George Schad, who retires now
after ten years as lfaithful Treasurer, Also, there's Sally Steller, who
again was our efficient Secretary. I call your attention to Luella
Augason, who silently sent in the publicity to the papers and indirectiy
brought in new members., .. and to Joy Meagher, Conservation Chairman.

Pow all of these people I've mentioned are your fellow members. To
all of them, and the many other helpful members (including a patient ‘oan
Mize), I offer my Sincerest Thanks. Ea N )

. -2
Bg Mize, Editor .. 1255 Mt. Diablo Street., Conézzg, 94520. Phonz 6806=1341
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July, 1968
Yol. 15, Noo 1

Next Meeting: Thursday, Sept. 5. Perd Ruth will lead us throuvgh
the new Lawrence llall of Science in Derkeley.

Next Fieid Trips Probably Sunday, Sept. 8. To be announced later.

ooog

In case you haven't heard, summer is here, As usual, Mt. bLiablo
Audubon has gone into estivation, as far as programs and field irips
are concerned., We spring to action in the Fall « on Sept. 5th, the
first Thursday of the month, when Ferd Ruth will conduct a toug of
The brand new Lawrence Ylall of Science in the Berkeley Ilills. The
time and the place of meeting will be announced in a forthcoming
"Quailt, You'd better mark your calendar right now forx this date,
S0 you won’t miss an exciting revalation of the latest in teaching
methods in this newly-dedicated science center in Derkeley, Perd
warns that we will have to be on time, because once he leis us in
with a modern elecironic key novody else is poing to get in. If
you are iate, you might have to park up on Grizzly peak and watch

the lirhts go om, while Perd leads us through the building.
Lx 484

No word on field trips yet. A new “ield Trip Committee will meet soon
and fipure out some tantalizing trips for the forthcoming Audubon year.
45

Cur 1967/68 year came to a close on June 13th, with a highly successful
Prtluck Dinner and Meeting held at Jack and Ueth Reynolds' spacious
home., Lady Luck s+ iled and called off the cold evening winds, Sso
we had a beauiiful, balmy evening,. An even larger crowd than last
year atiended, adding $45 to our Treasury; and even teen=-agers didn't
go hungry. After we ate to satiation, we gathered in the Reynolds®
eiiclosed patio znd held a short meeting, in which new officers were
installed by John Davis, Then came the siides ... Chris Nelsomn
leading ofy with a giimpse of thz new Coyote Hills Regional Park;

Bd Mize showing Crater Lake and some Audubon trips; Ilarry Adamson
showing 7 extraordinary pictures of Cedar Waxwings and Snow Geeses
Joy Meagher backpacking us into Three Sisters Wilderness Area; Bngra
Lusebrink taking us to Anza-Borrego; Jane Nemetz previewing a trip
into rine Canyon; and llestess Beth Reynolds ending the program with
flowers am! cute Sianece kittens.

4202 Alhambra Way, Martinez, Ca 94553

o
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Our special thanks po to Jack and Beth Reynoids tor all they did to
make this a nenorable evening for alle wnile lleth was busy in the
kitchen and patio petting the fond and tables in order, Jack was out
in front heiping with the placing of the cars. Their good neighbors
helped to provide room fFogf our man;wggrse
The Following Sundey, Jene Nemetz led an expedition of 11 members into
the wilds of pine Canyon, on a beautiful but warn day. Sczibe Brnie
Atkinson reports that 52 species of birds were seen, including llutton's
& Warbling Vireo, a male Lawrence Goldfinch, and a faded Western Tapager.
Other nmore common species inciluded:
White-=throated Swifty Hairy, Downy, & Nuttall's Woodpecker; Ashe
throated & Western Rlycatchezy Western Wood Pewee; Violet-green,
Barn, & Ciiff Swallow; Wrentit; Ilouse & Dewick's Wremg Calif.
Thrasher: Swainson's Thrush; Western Bluebird; Drownsheaded
Cowbirds DBullock's Oriole; Blackeheaded (xosbeak; Lark & Pox

Sparrow,
Lk 240 2

Joy Meagher reported at the Potluck meeting that the Land & Water Con-
servation Fund Bill passed the llouse, adding $700 million over the next
five years to the Pund for firancing mew national patrks and recreation
arcas, The Senate had previously cut out all the money to be added.
The future of the bill still reuains in doubt.

Latest word is that a !louse Subcommittce slashed the Senate=approved
Redwood National Park from 66,000 acres to 25,286 acres. If they
don't hurry up and settle on a Park, and if they dom't quii cutting
down on its dimensions; it might not even be large enough to show on
future road maps}
At the Potluck meeting, Chris Nelson augmented his remarks about
Coyote 1lills Dy saying that it was hoped that a Wildlife Refuge would
be established in the area, A meeting was held in San Jose on June
24, at which the South San Francisco Baylamds Plamning Conservation &
Wildlife Refuge Committee presented such a proposal to Sanford Wilbur
of the bept. of Interiorz's DBureau 2£*§ports, Fish ing & Wildlife.
Over the years, your Editor has been scrounging in various files in
an effort to Fill a complete, master set of °‘The Quail?, which first
appeared in November 1934, I now have all but the issue of
July 1957, If you hapge to have a copy of this missing issue,
please give me a call (6 671341) and we can make arrangements to get
a Xerox copy, So we can have a complete set of our bulletins,

S
I have prepared our annual Membership List, which is attached to this
issue of °The Quail‘. If you detect any errors, please let me kiuow
by card or phone, and I will 1ist corrections in future issues, We
have 135 members on this iist - two more than a year ago.

Just a remindefc... Our new Treasurer is O. S. Augason, 3961 Mulberry
Drive, Concord, If you forget and send your remewals to George Schad,
there will be no acknowledgement for a2 couple of months, because George

and Muriel are vacationing in the Southwest.
ek %

Bd Mize, Bditor .. 1255 Mt. Diablo St., Concoxd, 94520. Phone: 686=1341
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Membership List July 1968
Mt. Diablo Audubon Society

Phone
damson, Harry & Betty 995 Carol Lane Lafayette 94549 283-2164
tkinson, E.R. & Betty 41 West Lake Dr, Antioch 94509 757=1979
Augason, Orland & Luella 3961 Mulberry Dr. Concord 94520 682~-0317
Barcelon, Mrs., Ruth 1268 Redwood Lane Lafayette 94549  284-4796
Bell, Douglas A, 3276 Walnut Lane Lafayette 94549 284-7613
Betts, Bill & Lucy 5131 Myrtle Dr. Concord 94521  685-5119
Blake,Frances 4440 Walnut Blvd. Wal.Creek 94596  935-2884
Boileau, A.P. 139 Paraiso Dr. Danville 94526  837-2353
Bolender, Mrs., M.C. 511 Highiand Dr. Danville 94526 837-6642
Bonnickson, Barbara Box 295 Brentwood 94513 634-4152
Bowman, David & Alyce 148 Sylvan Rd. Wal.Creek 94596  939-8592
Bright, James Star Rt.,Tassajara Rd, Danville 94526 837-9079
Bruce, John & Helen 325 La Tierra Buena Danville 94526 837-9554
Burde, Virginia 34 La Campana Orinda 94563 254-5500
Buttery, Robexrt & Douglas 33 Starling Court Wal.Creek 94596 934-6253
Cavanagh, Ann 1431 Barbis Way Concord 94520 682-5127
Clemens, Dennis 273 Schofield Ct,. Concord 94520 682-5231
Colvin, Barbara 3565 Ridgewood Ct. Concord 94520  682-0392
Cook, Mrs. Georgia 30 Broderick Dr.Apt.8 Brentwood 94513 634-4195
Cornelius, Bob 3143 Wayside Lane Wale.Creek 94596  934-6873
Couden, Harry & Dorothy 1491 Sunset Loop Wal.Creek 94529  934-8873
Davis, H.E. & Helen 1851 Del Monte Ct. Wal.Creek 94529 034-8458
avis, John & Tammy 21 Wanda Way Martinez 94553 228-2509
eMello, Joe 4032 Burbank Dr, Concord 94521 682-1727
Dowell, D, Judson, M.D. 127 B. 18th St. Antioch 94509 757-5700
Bichstedt, Ed & Ruth 3117 Golden Rain Rd.l Wal.Creek 94529 933-0663
Bpley, Russell & Elsie 1118 Glen Rd. Lafayette 94549 284-1917
Rarrar, Lynn & Ruth 955 Diablo Dr, Lafayette 94549  283-3938
Finch, Wm. & Rucille 314 Ada Dr. Martinez 94553
Fleming, Ida Jean 230 Bancroft Rd. Concord 94520 939-3889
Galvin, Mar jory Star Rt. Blackhawk Rd. Danville 94526 837-6284
Gerringer, J. & Mildred 260 Douglas Ct. Concord 94520 682-4842
Gibson, Howard & Frances 19 Sky Terrace Danville 94526  837-6577
Glotfelty, Roy & Blsie 3576 Powell Dr. Lafayette 94549 284-4014
Goldberg, Mrs. Harry (Judy) 2325 St. George Dr. Concord 94520  687-8759
Goren, Audrey 206 Santa Pe Dr. Wal.Creek 94598  932-3369
Greenfield, Henry & Bleanor 1955 Lucille Rd. P1, Hill 94523 682-21902
Greuner, Mrs., Wm. Jr. 877 Broadmoor Lafayette 94549  284-4562
Hazen, Harold & Beatrice 2525 Golden Rain Rd.2 Wal.Creek 94529 039-4735
Hall, Lucy A. 140 Esther Lane Danville 94526  837-2681
Hodgson, Ralph & Margaret 4081 Legion Court Lafayette 94549  254-0657
Holm, Mrs. D. R. 615 Paso Nogal P1, Hill 94523 035-1592
Hozier, Ruth J. 948 Hawthorne Dr. Lafayette 94549 2844559
‘ulse, Mrs, Anita C, 4831 Pacheco Blvd. Martinez 94553 228-2732
James, Mrs, L. (Bsther) 1931 Altura Dr. Concord 94520 682-0439
Johnson, Rufus 2756 Tice Creek Dr.Apt.5 W.Cr. 94529 039.5236
Klinger, Florence 072 Green St. Martinez 04553 228=2650
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Nelson, Betty

400 Gunson, Apt. 2
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Lane, Mrs. K. A. 12 Rider Court Wal.Creek 94529  935-0947
LeBon, Mrs, Maxine 1270 El Curtola Blvd, Wal,Creek 94598 934-2805

" Lusebrink, Engra

‘liynch, Jim M.D., 3758 Serrano St. Martinez 94553 228-2999
MacKamey, Rhodus & Bessie P.0O. Box 55 Wal.Creek 94597 934=3014
Mann, Mrs. Evelyn B. 1707 McKean Place Concord 94520 682-0305
McCarthy, Robert & Hazel P.0C. Box 641 (1929 Dora Ave) W.Ck94597 934-2724
McGeehon, Mrs. J.Ce. 2165 Oakvale Rd. Wal.Creek 94596  934=2752
Meagher, Mrs, John 1537 N, Marta Dr. P1., Hill 94523 685=5702
Millen, Don & Dottie 3206 Dover Way Concord 94520 685-6518
Miller, Jessie B, P.0. Box 26 Antioch 94509
Mize, Bd & Joan 1255 Mt. Diablo St. Concord 94520 686-1341
Mohr, Mr, & Mrs. A.C, 3301 Golden Rain Manor 1 W.Ck. 94529 939-8344
Monheit, Molly Jane 1107 Magnolia Lane Lafayette 94549 284-4261

Bast Lansing Mich. 48823

Nelson, Christian RFD Box 294-A Martinez 94553 228-9369
Nemetz, Jane 1818 Laguna, J=2 Concord 94520 687-8873
Nunes, Wesley 3400 Bl Monte Dr, Concord 94520
O*Meara, Mrs, EBlizabeth 2231 Overlook Dr. Wal.Creek 94596 934-4720
Paige, Harold L, 1312 Monticello Rd, Lafayette 94549  283-3408
Periman, Isadore 1158 Glen Rd. Lafayette 94549 283-3021
Philbin, Mrs. Berna 6950 Arrowwood Dr. Modesto 935350
Porterfield, John & Alice 3053 The Alameda Concord 94520 685-4616
Qeu, Mar jory 2012 Mezes Ave. Belmont 94002
eynolds, Jack & Beth 496 Mohr Lane Concord 94520 689-2980
Richardson, Ethel 1372 Rockledge Lane Wal.Creek 94529 039=2794
Roemer, Elsie 1556 Bverett St. Alameda 94501 522-00941
Running, Les & Doryne 1826 Noemi Dr. Concord 94520  685-3443
Ruth, Ferd & Juliet 43 Cuesta Way Wal.Creek 94596  934-8803
Sather, Mr, & Mrs. Carlyle 1700 Bl Camino Real, Rue 20-10, So. S.F. 94080
Sattler, Wm. & Genevieve 4050 Poplar Ave, Concord 94521  685-5315
Schad, George & Muriel 1850 2nd St. Concord 94520 685-7897
Schaefer, Leo & Virginia 801 North Gate Rd. Wal.Creek 94598 939-.5260
Schaller, Richard & Margaret 1736 Clayton Rd. Concord 94520 685~7641
Schieffelin, John & Mariom 3579 Powell Drive Lafayette 94549  283-3943
Schofield, Mr. & Mrs. James 130 Richard Lane Wal.,Creek 94529 935-0359
Schreider, Jay 449 Crest Ave, Wale.Creek 94529  934-8820
Schulz, Paul R, 4202 Alhambra Ave. Martinez 94553 228-8860
(home) 5432 Degnan Dr. Martinez 94553 228-8560
Shackelford, Frieda 712 Laurel Dr. Wal.Creek 94596 935-1344
Shanks, Glenn & Margaret 3849 Maplewocod Ct. Concord 94520 685-7444
Souie, Mrs. J. Brill 33 Charles Hill Rd. Orinda 94563  254-5807
Steller, Sally 591 Fulton Way Danville 94526
Toaspern, Mrs. W.J. 1923 Buttner Rd, P1l. Hill 94523 934-0749
Urbain, Lucy 3559 Herman Dr, Lafayette 94549 283-2499
‘e:l.tch, Peter 154 Camino Sobrante  Orinda 94563 254-2419
Warner, Norma L, 3163 Wayside Lane Wal.Creek 94596 934-4604
EggdﬁtNe?eii i Ella 1121 Ulfinian Way Martinez 94553 228-1617
ight, Jo . 1791 Sunnyvale Ave. Wal.Creek 94596 935~
Wymer, Robert & Mary P.0. Box 101 Martinez 94553 3 oaa

283-0440 |
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(Next Deadline: Aug. 15)

August, 1968
VOla 15’ No. 2

Next Meeting: Thursday, Sept. 5th. Meet at the Lawrence Iall of
Science in lerkeley at 7:45 p.m. Perd Ruth will
guide us through this outstanding building,

Next Field Tzips: Probabiy Sunday, 3Sept. 8th, and probably {o the new
Coyoie Ilills Regional Parke

Geonue

Although our next meeting is weeks away, it isn't too early to circle
Sept. 5th on your calendar, at which time we will depart from our
usual routine and meet in Berkeley,. Ferd Ruth, now Staf{f Biologist
at the modern Lawrence Hall of Science, will conduct us through LIS,
where we wiil see the latest in scientific equipuent and teaching
methods, People who have already seen Lawrence Hall rave about itg
and so will you! We've moved up the meeting time to 7:45, to take
advantage of the daylight for driving and aiso to get you home before
it®s too liate at night. You must be on time for this event, if you
expect to be admitted to the science complex. Carx pools may be an
advantage, for those who live in the same neighborhood, Full details

on routes and what we will see will appear in your next "Quailt',
kWi

It is highly probable that we will go to the new Coyote llills Regional
Park, near Dumbarton Bridge, for our first field trxip in the Fall, the
first weekend afier our Septermber meeting. In addition to lots of
shore birds, we may see such interesting things as Indian burial mounds,
2 fascinating sonar lab using seals and sea lions, and the Bay on one
side and 2 wonderful marsh on the other. Full details next nonth.

e L

Several cormitiee and board rembers for the 1968=69 year were invited

to the home of Pres. Ermie Schulz in mid-iuly. The possibility of
chanping our neeting place was again discussed, but with no definite
decision being reached. A joint program-field trip cormittee is
planning a meeting soon to lipne up some mighty interesiing evenings

and weekends ahead, J.

o000
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Members of Mt. Diablo Audubon have been getting around this sumner:
Bob & Ilazel McCarthy just returmed from a trip to Alaska,
utilizing almost all means of transportation except dogteam,

They went up the Inside rassapge by ship, to wwhitehorse by train,

thence to Pairbanks by bus, by train and bus to Mt., MeKinley

Park and Anchorage, and home by plane.

The backepacking lMeaghers spent 4th of July week in the
Trinity Alps.

bDave & Alyce Bowman went to llendy Woods in Mendocino County
over the 4th and reported good birding on a ridge near there,

The John Bruces were all set to go to the Mendocino backwoods
over the 4th and had the car just about packed ... and then John
wrenched his baclk on the last load, The Bruces stayed hone,

Glenn & Margaret Shanks travelled more distantly, going thru
Colofado to Webber, Kansas, where they visited Glemn's sister
and family. They enjoyed such birds as Mourning Dove, Cardinal,
Bobwhite, Brown Thrush, and real Blue Jays.

Qbservations:

Lynn Farrar found Grasshopper Sparrows at Sam Gregorio Deach,
below Half loon Bay, [le also spotted some roughnecks who blew
up an oil-begrimed Brandt Cormorant with giant firecrackers.

Joy Meagher is positive that an immature Hooded Oriole has beem
Sampling her huumingbird feeder recently.

The Pox Sparrow reported on the Pine Canyon trip in Jume probably
wasn't¢! 8 sparrow haunts the higher mountains in June.

i dekke

Ann Cavanagh is spearheading the 'Bugene O'Neiil National Monument
Association®, which hopes to see the playwright's former home neag
Danville become part of a park in his homor. Theoretically it could
be adjacent to Las Trampas Regional Park. Congressman Waldie night
introduce legislation, if local residents show enough interest,

Maxine LeBon and her husband, Leo, have been active in getting
underprivileged children out into the mountains this summer., Leo won
national recognition by receiving llonor able Mention xs in a photography
Contest sponsored by the Anerican Museum of Natural MHistory. Iliis
Sombre view of a winter mountain sceme appears in the Junee=July issue
of *‘Natural ilig ory'.

Gerhard Burde of Orinda writes that an ex=bird photographer
would appreciate my announcing that a Telephoto Camerza is for sale
at the Derkeley Photo Shop, 2311 Telegraph, Berkeley.

b b

The llouse has passed a Redwood National Park bill calling for a
28,000 acre park, as contrasted with the 60,000 acre park approved by
the Senate. Compromises may possibly enlarge the parke Wish I could
picture here a cartoon in a recent Reno paper showing 'Deadwood Nationmal
Park®, with redwood stumps as picnic tables 'courtesy of the House
Interior Cormittee®’s Rep. Wayne Aspinall, head of this Committee,
has once apain thrown his monkeywrench. What a shame that in 1952
he was elected to Congress by a margin of only 29 votes}

On the other hand, a Land and Water Conservatiom bill has been
signed by Pres. johmsom. It will guarantee $200 million 2 year of
0il 1lease revenue for acquisition of park land,

Ve ek
Our annual 'Report of Charitable Trust' has beenm filed in Sacramento
and shows that in the 1967/68 year we came out $50 ahead}

5
Bd Mize, Editor .. 1255 Mt. Diablo Sto,Concord,Ca. 94520 .. Phone 686-1341
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(Next ueadiines Sepi. 15)

Septenber, 1968
(Vol. 15, No. 3)

Next Meeting: Thursday, Sept. 5, at 7:45 p.m. sharp. A tour of the
new Lawrence 1lall of 3Science in Rerkeley. T[Ferd Ruth
will be our puide. (Phone: 934=8603)

Next Field Trip: Sunday, Sept. 8, 1 pomo Coyote Ilills Regional Park.

Leader: Chris Nelson (228-9369)
daknd

Right off the bat in this pmew Audubon season, we have a very interestiip
neeting scheduled, On Sept, Sth we hold a meetiny in DBerkeley far a
change, for we have been invited to tour the new Lawrence lall of Science,
the most nodern educational science building in this country. Dedicated
as a nemorial to 8rnest Orlando Lawrence, inventor of the Cyclotron,

this unique structure is in the shape of an octagon, each segment for

the eight major sciences in its program: Astronomy, DBiology, Cheristry,
Geology, Math, Physics, Nuclear Science, and Space Science,

Cur genial guide, Ferd Ruth, has been active in !it. bLiablo Audubon for
many yearsS. Now he is staff biologist at Lawrence !lall and is director
of its model high school science laboratory for ihe teaching of 1life
sciences, le is also in cliarpe of the biology loan kit propram, the
co~rdinator of the sunmer institute of (ield biology methods and technics,
and has served as consultant for proposed science ceuters elsewhere.

To get to Lawrence 'lall of Science: ©Tind your way ito the Univ., of Cal if,g
Stadium and take the road curving around behind the Stadium and go up the
hill about a mile and a half. To pet io the Stadium: Take llighway 24
and its branch into Berkeley. You fo down Ashby, pass the Claremont
"lotel, and turn right at the secomd light and go norih zx Emxlz to Derby.
Turn left on Uerby and go down a few blocks to Warring. Turn right on
warring, which merges into Piedmont, and continue on priedront io the
Stadium. Go a block beyond the Stadium and make a sharp right turn

onto Rim Urive, which curves around behind the Stadium. Turn left on

N. Canyon oad and go up the hill and pass the tennis courts, swimming
pools, and Notanical Garden. 0.7 mile later you will come to a sign
pointing to the Lawrence Radiation Lab to the right and Lawrence Ilall

of Science to the left, Continue up the hill 2 halfemile to where the tlb
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road 1evels off, Laweones 'all ic the bLif Luitding to the left, with
e turnaronnd in front oi it. Lrarking is available across the stroet
or in the turnarnund at the rain entrance. Meet on the upper level
nlaza, which is the roof of the lower floor.

It is_important that you be there at 73435 Eomn The only way we can
get into the ng is w erd Ru once he is inside there
will be no way for tardy gfuests to get ino Thus, allow yourself plenty

of time for driving, allowing for delays in traffic here and there.
L3k 58

‘wr first field trip of the new season will be the following Sunday,
Sept. 8th, when we po to the ncw Coyote (lills Regionei rark, near the
Dumbarton Bridge. Chris Nelson will be our leader, and he will guide
us through Stanford's Biosonar Lab, show us the Indian lounds, and lead
us on a walk around the salt ponds and by tht narshes.

We are meeting at 1 p.m. in the picnic grounds, Of course, if you want
to get there earlier and have a picnic lunch befae tie field trip, feel
free to do so.

To pet to Coyote [1illsse
Go south on Nimitz Preeway and turm off at Jarvis Road; thc main
road to Dumbarton Bridge. Urive west to Newark Blvd., the first
signal light, turm right and go over the railroad tracksSe Coutinue
on a mile to pratterson Ranch Road, and turn left into the Parke.
There will be a water tank platform and a Stanford Research sign.
Pass the parking area and Lab and go to the top of the hill.

Coyote 11ills Regional Park is your new acquisition of 1,000 acres, we

will be there before it is 'developed®, since 50 year plans call for

larpe scale recreation, You will see lots of shorebirds in the sloughs,

ponds, and marshes all day long. Seals and walruses are in the Lab,
st

A joint meetinp of the program & Pield Trip Cormittees was held at
Vice-President loy Meagher®s home recently. Vacations kept the
attendance down, but those present got started on the programs and trips
for this coming year. 1t looks interesting. Mosi of the field trips
will bewithin the Day Counties. One change in the programs ~ ourx
January program will feature vacation siides from members, instead of
waiting until the Jupe rotluck.

et QoD
No bird observations have been turned into me recently. lembers must
be having dull, ornithiological trips. ..« I was in Yosemite Park
recently and saw several White-headed Woodpeckers at llodgdon tieadows
canpground, near the new entrance on*the Big Osk Flat Road.

w kv
Little conservation activity in the Calif, Legislature or in Congress,
.00 President Johnson recently signed a bill enlarging the boundaries of
the Badlands National Monument in So. Dakota., c.o Lt CGov, Pinch sipned
2 bill that nmakes the State !lighway Commission "more responsive to the
desires of people™, when it comes to route recommendations.

+4tF

Ed Mize, Bditor .. 1255 Mi. Diablo St.,Concord Ca. 94520 .. Phone 686-1341
2
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October, 1968
Vol. 159 No. 4

Next Screem Tour: Tuesday, Oct. 1, 8 p.m. Diablo Valley Coliege Gym.
Wilfred B, Gray will show his 'Pour Seasons'.

Next Meeting: Thursday, Oct. 3, 8 p.mo Meeting Room B, Sun Valley
Shopping Center. Warren Larson will show his film

on the Great Gray Owl,

Next Field Trip: Sunday, Oct. 6, 8:30 a.m. Lafayette Reservoir,
. Leader: Illacry Couden (934-8873).

ocoeSa

Instead of meeting at Diablo Valley College, as in years past, our next
meeting, on October . . 3, will be held in a new place « Nceting Room B

in the Sun Valley Shopping Center, downstairs, We are trying out this
centrally-located spot for the next two months it is available to us,

since many of our members have hinted that they would prefer a more
pleasant room than a biology lab, I°m sure you all know where Sun Valley
Shopping Center is, on Contra Costa Biwvd. Inside the Mali, go down the
escalator and keep heading for Walnut Creek. Meeting Room B is at the end
of the corridor, opposite the new postal Station.

™ur speaker will be Warren Larson, of Kensington, who will show us his film
on the Great Gray Owi, Mr. Larson, a lirector of Golden Gate Audubon

and its former president,; has studied the life history of owls for years,
and his film has been well received by other Audubon units in the lay Area.
We are sure that you will find this an interesting and outstanding program,

complete with Mr. Larson’s persomal touch.
Aeddrkod

Two years ago this month larry Couden led us on a very enjoyable irip around
newly opened Lafayette Reservoir. Along with beautiful weather, 'larry
arranged for a flight of 18 Wood Ducks to greet us. sell, Jlarry has agreed
to try to duplicate the hike arfain this October 6th = at least in weather, if
not in ducks, lieet at 8:30 a.m., at the parking area. We will meznder

. around the lake for about 3 hours, and then we will munch & lunch in the
picnic grounds near the cars. It's easy to find the Reservoir - just head
west thru Lafayette, and the entrance is on the west end of town. Drive
up the hill to the parking lot. The fee used to be 50¢, and probably
stiil is, so brinpum wampum, 1

Soonon
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The Audubon i1.117i‘s Tours start rollinpg a little earlier than usual this
vear, for on luesday, t'ctober 1st, wilfred (ray will sihow his filmg
entitied ' our sSeasons', which Jeals with Oritish Colunbia. hre Gray
starts on the N,C, Coast in the Spring and ends the picture in the
Rockies in winter. Along the way we see ..any birds, fish, and aninals.

Q0000

A record turnout o' about 70 members and guests drove all the way to
flerkeley on Sept. Sth to attend our opering meeting of the season, held

at Lawrenpce /lall of Science. vur guide, erd luth, was there to let us

in at the appointed hour. Ile started with a history of LIS and then
pointed out various rooms honoring the lLawzence fanily.  Soon he took us
into n room containing the most fascinating educational exlibits and
gadgets, mostly illustrating scientific and mathematical principles,

with justifiable pride, Ferd thea showed us his biological lab, which
showed a. ple evidence of his exceptional planning and scrounging abilities.
The lab featured peripheral plunrbing, open-face desks, magnetic blackboards
and novel projection equipment. \We ended our tour in the Gunda and Carl
Lawrence Amphitheater = a perfect place to have a meeting, especially
helped along by refreshments furnished and served by Ferd and juliet.

No wonder the first thing the members did was to give our hosts loud
approval with our applause,

During the -eeting, we voted unanimously to let Rep. waldie know that we
favored the scenic Rivers bill, even though it had been mauled by the
llouse in the pre-Convention rush, Also, a co.mittee of three was
appointed to review a proposed tree ordinance in wsalnut Creek and

offer comments and sujjestions.
wirdkd

perfect weather the following Sunday helped to bring out over 50 members
and guests to the new Coyote I1ills Regional Park, near bLumbarton Rridge.
le followed the leader, Chris Nelsom, on a leisurely mostly-=level walk
around the hills. Saline habitat on one side and marsh on the other
were not crowded with birds, but we did get pood views of Avocet,
Phalarope, Marsh Hawk, Sanderling, Plover, Sandpiper, White-tailed
rite, Kingfisher, Caspian Tern, and other wore cormon birds, After the
hike we visited the Stanford lesearch BioSonar lab, where an enterprising
young veterinarian tried to outshout a bull sealiom, in telling us of
the work being done at the lab, lle introduced us to a pair of baby
walrus;, born last May and flown from 35t. Lawrence Island, Alaska. Our
guide claimed that he knew five ‘words® of Walrusese, and he prowved that
a series of the right grunts meant °‘come herel' We also saw another
older walrus that had been at the lab only three days. It had been
found practically starved to death on an Arctic beach and had been
flown to the RioSonar Lab for treatment, Apparently it was doing o.k.
on a diet of whipping cream and clams. OQur tour ended with a trip to
some nearby Indian mounds, where we found a tooth.
+++44
Qbservations:
rom llarry Adamson, Sept. 17): ~“First PRall arrival of White-
crowned Sparrow observed today. Western Tanagers hawvwe been passing
through here for appro-imately a nonth., Yesterday had a migrating
Warbling Vireo. In August we had a prairie Falcon and a Brewer
Sparrow in the Owens Valley, N.B. of Hishop ‘. he following day
Narry spotted his first Lincoln Sparrow of the Pall, a
(fron Engra Lusebrink, Aug. 18): °I went north into Oregfon and 4
Washington with two good birding companions = grandchildren. We saw
thousands of Nlack Tern on Tule Lake National Refuge. I had to ask
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to De sure 1 wasrn't secing things, and when I got to Lava Neds National
Loruwent a Rarper said, 'You mipht not see one some day and thousands
the nexti day'o™ )
(from Isabells McGeehon, Sept. 3): A bird that has appeared
three times in 55 years can hardly be called a frequent visitant, That
is the record of the Califarnia Thrasher in the licGeehon garden in walnut
Creek, quite reroved from its chaparral habitat, This year one stayed
two or three days about the garden, which now recenbles an unkenpt
Jungle, but still is mot chapargal, Ficst indication was the harsh
clack of its beak. When the biru (lew to evechicad wires, the curved
bill confirmed the identificotion.'
L FEE T

These arc your Committee Members this year, as aanounced by Pres. Brnie
Schulz, who is happy so many members answered his requesis affirmatively:

Programs: Joy Meagher (Vice-Pres.), Dave Bowman, John Rruce.

Field Trips: Chris Nelson, Lynn Farrar, Bill Betts, John Davis.

Hospitality: Sally Steller, Elsie & Roy Glotfelty, Hazel & Dob

McCarthya
Conservation: Ann Cavanagh
Publicity: Morence Klinger

"(uail® & Mailer: Ed Mize
The l'rogram and “ield Trips Committees have copbined forces this year,
The llospitality Girls furmished 'stickum® name tags at the DBerkeley
meeting so we could tell who's who.
++4+44

Nice to see two young Coudens at the Berkeley meeting .. renny, just
back from Inner Tanzania in Africa, and Dick, Ssoon to return to Cal roly
in Outer Sar luis Obispo.

The John Bruces fipally got away on a vacation, with John's back
holding up under the strain., They toured Utah, the Pour Corners Country,
apd Crand Canyon. An unusual cold spell in early August dumped about
6 inches of snow on them in the Uinta Mts. in northern Utah,

Other travelers to Utah were John & Alice rvorterfield, who had a
relaxing time on a ranch on the Kolob vlateau, not far from Zion,

The Morro Coast Audubon bulletin reports that the Robert rughs have
been transferred to Oroville. Some years afo Bleanor rugh was active in
our Society, and she since has catalyzed San Diego and Morro Coast Audubon,

®*0000D

Looks like we have a Redwood National vark after all. Congress has
agreed to a Park covering 58,000 acres, counting three State pParks
(Jedediah Smith, Del Norte, & Prairie Creek). A narrow corridor, with
33 miles of beach, will connect holdings in Uel Norte and Humboldt Counties.
(Bureka papers headlined the announcement by stressing the potential tax
loss, but you can be sure some lumber officials are crying all the way to
the bank, since they will be exchanping some of their holdings for mearly
all of the richly-wonded National Nedwood Purchase Unit).

Some weeks aro, Governor Reagen Signed the bill which extends the
power of the Bay Area Conservation & Development Cormission to rejulate
the filling of S.F. Bay for another year.,

Madrone Audubon (Santa Rosa) reports that several ranches between
Coleman Valley Road and Juncan Mills have been purchased by organizations
intending to strip off the lumber and ship it to Japan. It seems that

Japan frowns on its own trees being cut}
K kkd 50

Bd Mizeg Bditor .. 12535 Mt, Diablo St. pconcordgcao 04520 .. Phone 686-1341



The Quail

BULLETIN OF THE MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA

(Pres: pPaul E. Schiuiz

TN TN o N NN 4202 Alhanbra Ave. Martinez,Ca.94553

| > N BNY — \\\‘-“ « Office Phone:  228=8860
g SR TN\ tlome prhone: 228-8560)

(Next vcadline: Nov, 15)

November, 1968
Yol. 159 No. 5

Next 3creen Tour: Wednesday, Nov, &, 8 p.me Diablo Valley College Gym.
Robert Davison will show 'The Vanishing Sea’, a film
about the Great 5alt Lake,

Next Meeting: Thursday, Nov. 7, 8 p.m. Meeting Room B, Sun Valley
Shopping Centerx. Arthur Ogilvie will speak about
the proposed establisiment of a National Wwildlife
Refuge in South Samn T'rancisco Bay.

Next Pield Trip: Saturday, Nov. ©. Meet at 10 a.m. at the parking
Iot near the bumbarton Nridge toll station. A
joint trip with Ohlone Audubon Society (Hayward)
into the proposed South Bay wildlife Refuge.

oo ooQ

.The location of our November 7th meeting will again be Meeting Room B,
on the lower fioor of the Sun Valley Shopping Center., Assuming you
know the Shopping Center on Contra Costa Dlwvd., go down the escalator
and keep going in the samne direction on the lower floor, Meeting
Room B is at the end of the corridor, opposite the rostal Station.

Chris belson has lined up the program for the cvening.  These are

his commentss
"Our speaker will be Mr. Arthug Ogilvie, who is with the
Planning Uepartment of Santa Clara County. Il has been
spearheading efforts to promote the establishment of =
Natioral Wildlife Refuge in South San PFrancisco Bay. lle
will be showing slides ond charts indicating the necessity
of preserving mud flats, marshlands, and salt pond areas
of the South Bay. He will also tell us how we might
assist in establishing such a wildlife refuge".

R g i

The field trip the following Saturday, Nov. 9th, has also been arranged
by Chris Nelzon and will be to the wvery areas that Mr., Qpilvie will be
discussing. Chris has this to say:

“The field trip witl be sponsored by the Chiome Audubon

society (llayward), which will be our host and guide,

g1
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"For a number of years the Audubon Society has had a lease
arrangement with Leslie Salt Co. to visit and affoxd some
protection to some of the critical wildlife area just socuth
of the Dumbarton Nridge. We will meet at 10 a.m., on Sat-
urday, the 9th, in the parking lot just shoxt of the bridge
toll stationm. We will leave in car caravans from that lot.
Lunch and drinking water will be required, as we are not
expected to return to our cars until about 3 p.m. Mr. John
Luther, Ohlone's ‘ield Trip Chairman, hopes to arrange for
br, Cogswell, ornithologist at Cal State at [layward, to
participate in what could be one of the most dra-atic
displays of bird life we will see this year™.

LY

At the Audubon Wildlife Tour on Wednesday, Nov, 6th, at DVC Gym, there
will be a presentation by Robert Davison of 'The Vanishing Sea'. This
'sea' is the Great Salt Lake. Ve will see pictures of the animals

and birds found in that part of the Great Dasin.
ke sk

A sizable crowd of 55, including a delegation of school children, were
at Sun Valley B on Octobexr 3 to hear A. Warren Larson present his film
on the Great Gray Owl, Despite balkiness on the part of the projector,
we saw a very interesting movie on what can be regarded as a rarely
seen bird, Mr. Larson's infinite patience was in evidence throughout
the film, Sone of us will never see this bird in Yose.dite Park, but

at least we are now familiar with its appearances and habits., There
were many pictures of young birds in the nest, but seldom was Mr.

Larson able to photograph the father,

Our new meeting place met with mixed response, The scientific

atwosphere of the DVC labs was gone, but the convenience of under-

cover parking and central location was an asset. Our November 7ih

meeting will be in the same room, but we will not have the room in

December. The next '(uail® will tell you where to meet on iec. S5th,
R

We welcome our newest members to Mt, Diablo Audubon Society. Most of
these newcomers were present at the October neeting:
Frank and Helene Beyer, Vallejo (tewporarily 301 Dryden Drive)
Floyd and Mar jorie Bartley, 1142 Bl Curtola Blwvdi., Walnut Creek
Nancy and Lorne Swanson, 2436 Cherry !lills Drive, Lafayette,

Harry Adamson, who designed the letterhead for 'The Quail® as well as
for '"The Avocet' (Santa Clara County Audubon), has recently designed

&2 beautiful picture of a White-tailed Kite, for use on the letterhead
of Ohlone Audubon‘s 'The Kite Call'. A sample of the latter was on
display at our October meeting. ... On that same pight, llarry and Detty
were at a Ducks Unlimited @inner at the Fairmont. llarry had donated

a8 painting of Mallards, which was auctioned of f for a considerable

sum “to help bring wany more ducks winging south some year®.
Thkhkkh

Bffective Oct. 14, the new pPresident of National Audubom is Dr. Elvis
J. Stahr, who has been president of Indiapa University the 1last 6 years,
=cas The Western Regional Office of National Audubon is now ogen at

555 Audubon pPlace (TFulton near Fair Oaks) in Sacramento. Drop around
Sometime}

008

33
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Lucky o1¢ flarry Couden led another field trip in pood weather agaim =
this time at Lafayette Reservoir om October 6th, (A week later and
he would have had a cold drizzie!) This is his report:
"The Lafayette Reservoir trip was marked by good weather,
naturally, as well as sipghtings by nost of our group of
an albino Red-<tailed llawk, Snow Goose (he's free flying
but 1ives there), a furtive Green tleron, and a Spotted
Sandpiper, Our old friend, pPete Vietch, who birds the
place frequently, showed up and was nominated lecader
pro-tem, The birding was really good, as the following
113t of 45 species Shows:

"pied~billed Grebe; Green Heron; Snow Goose; Mallard;

Ruddy Huck; Turkey Vulture; Red=tailed Hawk; (uail; Coot;
Killdeer; Spotted Sandpiper; Calif. Gull; Mourning Love;
Anna‘s llummex; Kingfisher; Red-shafted Rlicker; Nuttall's
Woodpecker; Nlack & Say’s Phoebes; Violet-green & Cliff
Swallows; Steller & Scrub Jeys; Chestnutebacked Chickadee;
Plain Titmouse; Rushtit; Wrentit; Bewick's & Longebilled
Marsh Wren; Mockingbird; Calif. Thrasherj; Westerm Bluebirdg
Ruby-cr. Kinglet; Cedar Waxwing; Logrerhead Shrike; Auduboa's
Warbler; Redwinged Blackbird; House Finch; lLesser Goldfinchg
Rufous-sided & Brown Towheesa; Ore. lunco; White-crowned,

Fox & Song Sparrow',

*se00

. 'lere's an observation worthy of the name®, says llarry Adamson, who
continues:

"Oct. 11, 1968 = in our backyard, foraging for a moment on the
round before moving on, one male Black-throated Blue Warbler
n adult plumage. The breeding range in the Eastern U.S.
includes as far west as northern Minnesota, and the bird

vinters in the West Indies and Cuba, So it is strictly
accidental in California, except possibly on the Parallon’s,

where it might be a more regular vagrant, Needless to 3ay,

it was a new yard bird for us - number 1233"
dovrdede ok

Well, Congress finally went to work. laybe because it was election
year, it acted favorably on a host of conservation measures; so that
now we haves
(a) A Redwo~d National Park of 58,000 acres (if you count
the three State Parks that might be withheid It was
a compromise, but 33 miles of beach link the desirable
areas, Appropriations are still up in the air, but
the Park is a facts
(b) A North Cascade National Park, a primitive area of
505,000 acres of prime wilderness, along with 700,000
acres of wilderness and recreational areas < potentially
one of our greatest National Park areas;
(e)A Scenic River System and a National scenic Trails System.
We favored the river system in a vote tw months agog
. (d) Other Wilderness Areas, including The Great Swamp, Mi.
Jefferson, and others; and
(e) A National Monument in lower Biscayme Bay and the upper
Plorida Keys.
(Loud Applause)

ceoonn
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About three years ago we printed an interesting report by larry Adamson
on 'Year Nirding', Now we have arother interesting discussion by

Harry to give you, as follows:

BACKYARD BIRDING
by Harry Adamson

'Mird listing is primarily a sport, and, as an aid to Ornithology,
robably has little velue; nevertheless, many ornitlhiologists go in for
t. Yardebirding is ?erhaps one of the lower forms of listing, but

it sharpens the birder's power of observation and thus serves as a
function of some value,

"Like many of the bird watchers, I indulge in this pastime
occasionally, and did so on October 16th. Larger 1ists can be
accumulated at certain times of the year = notably in the Spring
migratory period - but the following list is good for mid-October
from an average-sized yard (approximately % acre) in the suburbs.
Approximately 6 hours of observation were spent in accumulating
the total of 38 species. The rules are, of course, that the birds
nust be seen in, or from, one's yard. Anything flying over, at
any distance, may be included, provided identificatiom is certain.
pProviding feeders of two or three types, having brushy cover availe
able, etc., all help in attracting more species, While not flinging
any gauntlets, I invite any of the members to try for a larger yard
1ist in Nctober. This will help to prepare them for the Christmas
Count period, or, for that matter, field trips all year long.

"List of species observed from our yard in Lafayette, Oct. 16, 1968:

"Red-tailed Hawkj Calif, Quail; Ring-billed Gull; Dand-tailed
Pigeon; Mourning Dove; Barn Owl; Anna Hummingbird; Belted
Kingfisher; Red=shafted Plicker; Downy Woodpecker; Nuttall
Woodpecker;i Black Phoebe; Steller's Jay; Scrub Jay; Chestnuts
backed Chickadee; Plain Titmouse; Common Bushtit; White-
breasted Nuthatch; Wrentit; Mockingbird; Robin; Hermit
Thrush; Ruby-crowned Kinglet; Cedar Waxwing; Stariing;
Audubon's Warbler; House Sparrow; Red-winged Blackbird;
Brewer’s NDlackbird; House Finch; American Goldfinch;

Lesser Goldfinch; Rufous=sided Towhee; Brouwn Towhee;
Oregon Junco; White-crowned Sparrow; Golden-crowned
Sparrow; Song Sparrow.’'

“While disliking ugly comparisons, I think it interesting that
this list is much larger tham that accunulated in a similar number
of hours by Mt. Diablo Audubon on some of their earlier field trips
to sreas hundreds of times larger than a backyard, Or, as the
Chevrolet billboard ad says this year « Match this you other 69si"

Qo eD0

(Thanks, Harry, for this report. There are times when I have been

asked for a list of birds that might benefit begioning birders in

this area. As a matter of fact, just the other day I had such a

call from a friendly lady, who is confined to bed and does her

birding by mirror, 1 am sure that she will appreciate my sending }‘i

her the above 1ist, .., Bd,)
*hkk ik

Bd Mize, Bditor .. 1255 Mt. viablo St.,Concord,Ca. 94520 .. Phone 686-=1341
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December, 1968
Vol. 15, No. 6

Next Meeting: Thursday5 Dec, 5, 8 pem. Room S=132 (Life Science

Nuildingd, biablo Valley College. Ron Russo
will present @ program entitled, '"BEAUTY UNoERFOOT -

The Hizarre ways of Our Fungus Friends',

Next TField Trip: Sunday, bDec. 8. Meet at Conn Dam about 9:30 a.me
(No official leader yet)

Christmas Count: Tentatively set for Saturday, Dec. 28, EBrnie Schulz
(see phones above) will probably be coordinator,

Next Screen Tour: Monday, January 6, 1969, with walter Dreckenridge

presenting 'Island Treasure',
ek bk

piease note that our next meeting, on lec. 5th, will be back at bLiablo
Valley College in the Science Building, but in a different goom than
usual, Actually, S«<132 is on the sarme flonr as the biology labs we
have met in before, but it's wayp down the hall, in the southwest

corner. rarking is available nearby o,... instead of using the parking
lot on the north side of the Science Building, drive around the builuing
and park on the south side. Or you can enter the parking lot from
Viking Lrive, higher up than where you park for the Screen Tours,

We will meet in S-132 for the next two months, iecember amd January,
What follows then depends upon whether a DVC room is available or
whether Sun Valley will have a room available,

Our ilecember meeting will deal with Mycology, the study of Fungi

(mushrooms, toadstools, etc,). Our speaker will be Romald A. Russo,
Naturalist for the East Bay Regional rark District the 1ast couple
of years, Chris Nelson lined up the program and says,

"The Brown Creeper, YWrentit, and Chickadee are fascinating

to watch as they move through the trees searching for food,

But these birds and their world depend upon the activity W
of the lowly fungi that thrive on the ‘orest floor. 39
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"The story of mushrooms 1s the story of trees, birds, Illes,
and slugas, what they are, what they do, and how they relate
tc other plants and animals within a forest will be the topic
of a slide presentation on mushrooms and other Ifungi. There
will also be fresh specimens for your viewing pleasurs,”

Our next Fleld Trip will be on Sunday, Dsc. 8, to Conn pam, one of
our favorite birding areas. liarin Audubon has also scheduled a trip
to Conn Dam for that day, with 3tan Picher leading, so maybe we might
have a Jjoint trip. Anyhow, 1t 1s suggested that we meset at 9:30 a.n,
at the foot of the Dam, Come proepared rfor & wee bit of wlnter,
possible showers or fog, and probable wet grounds. Bring a hearty
lunch and Hope - hope for sunshine, that is.

How do you get there? wmasy ... take State Highway 29 between
Napa & Calistoge, but turn off at Rutherford., Follow the signs
and go east about 5 miles to the Dam, If you’ve got wmore time,
take the scenlc route, by turning at liapa towards \ilnters,going
about & miles, and then taking the Silverado Trall north 13
miles before turning east to the Dam.

This 1s malnly a "birding by car™ trip. We do 1ittle hiking, unless
wve declde to go to the north end of the Lake and walk alon% the north
shore. Birding can be excellent ... last year we nailed 57 species.

L 3 N

Saturdsy, December 28, has been selected as the best time to have the
Christmas Count. Detalls are belng worked out and will be presented
at our December meeting and in the January "Quail", Qur Presldent,
krnle Schulz, says that he’s a better coordinator than a birder, so
he will handle much of the paperwork — with help, he hopes. (Contact
srnle (228-8860, office, or 228-8660, work), if you cun participate
in the Count, elther by birding or tabulating. If you have certailn
areas you want to bird, let uirnie know, so we don’t have too many in
one arees and not enough in others.
N

At our November meeting in Sun Valley Shopping Center, we heard Art
Ogllvie of Santa Clara County report on efforts to create a lational
Wildlife Refuge in South San Prancisco Bay, Pirst outlining the
history of the project, he then showed an excellent series of colored
slldes of the areas and ths birds and animals found there. This
enabled us to visuallze the heron rookery and harbor seal haul ing
ground recently discovered on 1solated 1slands down there. Sone of
the slides were borrowed from Bill Anderson of Calif. Fish & Game.

Our Hospitality Committee, headed by sSally Steller, had colorful name

tags neatly arranged for us on a felt board at this November meeting,

Sally deserves our thanks, too, for refreshments provided at the brief
social which followsd the meeting,

Pres. Schulz created a Legal & Legislative Committee, consisting of
Dave Bowman, Ann Cavanagh, John Davis, Joy Heagher, and kd Mize.

This group wlll consider proposed legislatilon and plans in the future
and cut down on the time we spend at meetings hashing out resctions
to such proposals. Membera of this Committee held a long neeting
one night composing a letter and statement of cormoents on the Calif.

State Park System Plan. A copy of the letter will be avallable at :%Q
our next meeting,
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At our November meeting we also adopted a resolution to be sent to
Secretary Udall asking that he continue to stand for higher quality
of water in the Delta, ... Glenn Shanks reported that he had sent
a letter to Gov, Reagam protesting the threatened lower quality of
water, Later he got a form letter in reply saying that 'the State
Government has, for many years, recognized the llelta region as an
important segment of California‘’s economy ... one that must be pro-
tected and enhanced,' Oh, would that it were So}l
Robert vavison's showing of 'The Vanishing Sea' at a wildlife Tour
program in early November prompted many off our members to remark
that it was one of the finest films in recent years. Davison
showed detailed studies of many of the birds nmear Great Salt Lake,
often with a Disneyish flavor. His grebes standing up amrd sScooting
across the water furnished moments ggtgenuine natural humor.
*k
As yet, no word about how the field trip to Dumbarton Bridge turned
out, Many of our members were out of towm on the three-day weekend
or were otherwise comritied. It was a beautiful day for a field trip,
N E-N -]

No bird observations submitted recently, My eyes at the Water
Pipit Observatory at Avon detected the first pipits of the season
there on Nov, 20 = much later tham the Nov. 9 date im 1967.

The fourth annual Condor survey was held in mid October. A
minimum of 52 condors were seem, which compares with the 51 observed
two years ago,

+o+44
National Audubom (Sacramento) informs us that on Oct. 4 Fish & Game
Code regulations were amerded to give greater protectiom to Califormn ia
brairie Falcons and Peregrine Falcons, If you have one in your
possession, you have 50 days to notify Fish & Game. Revised
regulations also prevent taking yearling birds, There iS no
prohibition on the importation or possession of imported falcons.

oo ova

U.S. Bureau of Land Management is drafting a2 Public Land Ozder to
change South Farallon Island from a Coast Guazd Base into a National
Wildlife Refuge,

Active in bird studies on the Farallons is the Point Reyes Rird
Observatory, near Rolinas., Por the last two years this noneprofit
organization has been studying migrants passing through the rFarallons
and Point Reyes. We hawe been asked to enclose a brochure on PRRAO,
with return envelopes, in this issue of 'The Quail®, in its search

for members, workers, and contributions.
*kdhkw

The TFord Foundation has given Nature Comservancy a $6 miliion credit
guarantee, which will enable the latter to buy up and hold land ear=-
marled for later federal purchase, This will protect land from the
sort of speculation that blighted formation of the roint Reyes Nat'i
Seashore. Nature Conservancy helped to win Kent Island in Dolinas
Bay and also the Marks property for the state park near Soquel.
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Again, it's cool enough to hear sleigh bells ring and time to wish you
all 2 Merry Christmas and a llappy New Year from the ol Bditor,
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