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Next ileeting: Thursday, Jan. 7, 8 p.m. Sun Valley ileeting Room B,
Jefi Foott will xive e slide presentation shouing
various aspects of the sea otter’s natural history,

Hext IFleld Trip: Sundsy, January 10, A trip to the ilarshall Gold
Discovery State Lstoric Park at Coloma, followed
by birding along the American River. Ileet at the
Copper Penny parking lot, Sun Valley, 8:45 - 9 a.m,

. to form car pools, or bs at Coloma about 11:30 a.m.

Next Screen Tour: !'ednesday, January 13, 8 p.m. Diablo Valley Gyme.
Robert Fultz presents "Acadien Reflections”,

20080

At our first program in 1971 we will look at the sea otter, Tthe anlunal
wvhich has made such a dramatie comoeback fron near-sxtinetion anlong the
California coast, and vhich many of us have soon off Ilonterey County
shoros, Jeff lroott, who is currently naking a photopgraphic study of
marine nammals and birds, will show slides of the life of the sea otter
a8 woll as many pictures of other mammals and shore birda, The neeting
vill be In our usual place, Sun Valley .loori B, on the lover Ilall,

IR

Since sone niembers have asked to take Audubon field trips to historical
places as well as birding places, ws have schoduled a dandy onc for the
following Sunday, January 10th. How 18 your chanca %o visit the State
ilistoric Park at Colama, where gold was discovered a few years back,
Conme rain or sihine, we'!roe Zoing = surely it won't boe raining inside the
riuseum at the ilarshall 3o0ld Discovery site!

Chria Helson, chief insitlsator of the trip says:

"We will form car pools at the Coppor Penny parling lot at Sun
Valley between 8:h5 & 9 a.m., on the 10th., IFor those who have

. never visited the Coloma Gold Jiscovery site, here is a good
opportunity to go through the Statels groat historic museum,
A staeff historian will put on a special program for our group.
Birding along the fAmerlcan [iver will alsc be done, if the
weather pernitg. q(/
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the gsmoe list, as a step towards eventually beinz on the protected
list, Since & perriit is now required to hunt the lions, some
data can be obtained from successful hunters.

The current epidemle of leptospirosis, which is killing off some
of the sea lions, 1s nothing new - there was a sinilar epidemic
in 1947, Porhaps it is nature's way of thinning out sea lions,

Consider this; 211 deer were killed by cars in Contra Costa
County in llovember, 1969,

Controlled fire can be beneficial, Ir. I1liott told of a survey

made on the [[ines Road (back of Livermore), 1o deer were secn in

a test area in September, but after controlled burning reroved the
chaparral end pemiltted grasses to grow thers were 39 desr in the

same area in a Novenber survey.

The importence of fersl dogs (pets that have pgone wild) was
stressed, As nany as 507 of the fawns in some arsas are killsad
by dog packs, (A subsequent article in the S.F. paper on Dec, 13
indicated that the wild dog 1s a problem in nearly all parklands
and water districts in the Bay Aresa.)

0000

Frank Beyer reported that the field trip to Gray Lodge 1/ildlife Refuge
on Nov, 21 attracted ten members, Sinco there were alrsady two other
Audubon groups there, our group headed west to Sacramento llational
Refuge near Willows and spotted about 80 species of birds, inecluding
European Widgeon, No raindrops fell on the heads,

LR vy

t this writing nobody knowrs what the weather for our Christnas Count
*111 be on Deec, 26th. But it can't be any worse than wuse would have

had on the orli;sinally planned date, Dec, 20th, when it was cold asnd wet

and snow on the mountains and miserable everywhere, {P.S.The 26th was bad})

+4+++

Observations:

~ Carol and Stusrt Purcell report seeing about 200 Dlue lsron

on the San Felipe Ranch, 10 miles west of llercsd, on Nov, 13,
Lynn Farrar relays the news that Tom Schulenberpg spotted four

gnatcatchers at Lafayette Reservoir on ilov. 11, a very labte tine

of the year for gnata and gnatcatehers to be around,

0000

Spaclal Hote:

At this writing an oil strike is throatened. Should such a
strike take place at the Puillip's Avon ilefinery, where your
Editor works, it will mean that he will have to live in the
refinery for the duration and will not be able to et out your
next bulletin, if the strike zoes beyond mid-January, Perhaps
your officers will got out meeting notices, but pardon any delay!

Rty

Now ilambers:

Ed lize, Editor .. 1255 Iit. Diablo St. Concord, Ca. 94520 .. Phone 686-13NL1

At our invitation, the following doctors have Joined llational
Audubon and indicated alliance with Illt. Diablo Audubon, e great:
Howard E. Baughmen, M.D., 360 Oak Grove Road, Concord

James E, Dostwlck, 11.D. 1479 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek

N. R. Bothereau, i1.D, 975 llough Avenus, Lafayette

HAPPY NTT' ¥IAR TO YOU ALL

b
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Next Meetings Thursday, Feb. L4, 8 p.m. Sun Valley lseting Room B.
Ve will see¢ a film on New Zealand birda,

Next Field Trip: Saturday, Feb, 6, 9:30 a.m, Coyote 1lills Regional

Park,
. Waxt Serean Tane: lladnaader Tah. 10 8 n.m, Diable Velley College Gym.
John Buiger will show a ‘Seandinevian Sagal,

L K

At our next meeting we will be transported to Hew Zealand to see aome
of the birds ... maybe a few Keas, Crestod Grebes, New Zealesnd Seaups,
Spur-winged Plovers ... who knowa? Arrangements have been made to show
a movio from the Kelsmazoo Natuwre Center, sponsored by llichipgan State,
If the film gets here, we should be in for an unusual evening,

G908

a

4 It?'s back Vo cﬁte %%%s 395%%% Parlc on Satm'da%E Fob, 6, to look

at the birds o e 8 ponds, and marghes, and pgrasslands, It

\ will be a falrly level walk, Leader will prgba‘bl;r be lf/‘rank Beyer,

recatr Trip
To get there: Run down the Nimitz Freeway and turn off at Jarvis Road,
Run west to the signal at liewsrk Blvd, wherse you turn right, go over the
railroad traclka, and continue & mile to Patterson Ianch Road, Turn left
and run into the park., We will meet about 9:30,
TR

Dot hir Or mycket vackert - thatls Swedish for This is very beautiful? -
and i% willl surely apply to the next Audubon 7ildlife Tour, Wednesday,
Feb, 10 at DVC Gym at 8 p.m,, when John Bulger will show his !Scandina-
vien Sagalf, It promises an "unmatched scenic beauty™ with a variety of

’. birds and animals in the different Scandinavien countries. As they say
in Stockholm, "Det #r mycket bea® (It is very good),

Go000
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If you have ever had the leeling that you oughta seo otters, you could
have sesn 'am at our January mseting. As Pres, Chris Ilelson said,
7Seldom have we sasn such natural history in depth”, as young Jeff Foott
showed us otters in every mood and pose -« even showing us that the male
otter bites the lady otter?ts nose durlng the courtship. (0UCH{ Teke

it emsy, Busterl) 1In addition, there wers many outstanding pictures

of ocean creatures and birds, including Pigoom Guillemots, with their
brllliant red fect and mouth, We learned from Foott that llonterey Bay
13 & natural barrie® to the mipgration of the otters nortihward, because
they need & rocky bottom and not the sandy shores of llonterey Bsy,

At this meetlng we voted to help pay for the Briones Park 1ildflower
kits that will be placed in the different libraries in the county,
The kits are complete and attractive and will be well used once the
word goets out that they are available,

BT
Robert Fultz! Screen Tour, "Acadian Roflections®™, was heralded as being
'a different kind of film program for Audubon sudiences?®, Brother, it
vasl By using spscial effects photography, he created psychedslic
offects from the use of strong colors and naturel motion ~ interesting,
but a 1little herd on old oyes like mine. The portion on Acadiam
National Park in laine was typical beautliful Audubon film: crashing
surfs, rocky shores, gulls, starfigh, ete, A rather uwnusual svening.

cecopn

I have not yet received the Christmas Count tally sheet, but Lynn Farrer
has this %o say about the Count:

"0ur 17th consecutive Christmes Count was held Dec, 26 and from my
standpoint was a real success, The count for the day was 118, with
2 additionals for the period, Cuistanding werc: Lewis loodpecker,
Sage Sparrow, Whlstling Swan, Spotted Sandpiper, Brown Crecper, and
Broim~headed Cowbird, Ueatherwise the dsy started out mediocre and
brogressively worsened, and the afternoon was slmost ghastly, Never-
theless, we hed L} birders cut in saeveral parties, by far the greatest
response in years and an indlcation of our potentiel. Ws hit meny
reglly tough birds while missing mors cormon ones. Every party in
the field turned up birds no other party found, thus showlag what
could be done if ve had enough people and leadsrs, My heartiest
thanks to &ll who participated, And special thanks to Virginila
and Leo Schaefer, who endured our enjoyable evening potluck,"

BB
Observasionss

It was a cold night, the night of ouwr Jenuary meeting, and Chris
Nelson slyly asked, "las snyone seen a Snowy Owl recently?"™ By Golly,
[arry Adamson jumped up and said that he had secen one a week bafore on
Vancouver Islend, slong with 30 Oldsquawys (no young ones?), Herlequin
Ducks, and 3 Bald Eagles,

On the afternoon of Jenuary 15th there was a flock of about 200
White Pelicans swirling above the Avon Refinery where I work. I
heven't scan sny down thore for about ten yesars, so the recent show
kept me frem working for about 15 minutes,

Russ Epley sent in some of his recoent observations:
Dsc, 15, Scott Road, Sacramento
Prgirie Falcon, Rough-lepred Hawk, many Lewis
Woodpeckers, many Lark Sparrows.
Jan, li, Point Reyes
Perruginous Ilavk, Pypmy Iluthatches in Bishop Pinea
{continued )
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Young Tom Schulenberg sends these notes: .

"Ad least four Blue~gray Gnatcatchers appear to be wintering
in the brush nesr Laefaystte Reservoir,

"I sew & Slateecolored Junco in Bollinger Canyor on Dec, 19,

"There were 8 Hooded Hergansers (one male) on Lafaystte Rosere
voir on Dac. 22,

"On Dec, 29, at the east end of the Dumbarton Bridge, Bob Rod
riques of layward and I watched a first-year Franklin?s Gull and
a Sharp-talled Sparrow. Both of these birds had first been found
two daye earlier on the Hayward-Fremont (Ohlone Audubom) Christmes
Counts the sparrow 18 about the 8%h record for Northorn Californis
of this species, Both birds were very well photographed by Bob,

—_— "Ror some time thore has been an Oldsquew at the south end of

Borkeley Aquatie Park, where you can find the flock of Pintalls

wintering at the Park, They are usually found on the second

(and last) pond past (south of) the main lagoon, and one should

be mble to find a beautiful drake lMallard-Pintail hybrid."
TR

According to Tom, Cocoa (Florides) and reeport (Texas) led the Curistrias
Count derby rith 205 species, San Jlego vas a poor third with 192,
Other interesting ones: Point Rleyes about 191, llonterey 180, Oskland
170, and layward-Fremont 167.

+ A+

We greet our newest members, vho have Jolned [lational Audubon and us:
Mr, & Hre, llobert Bowers, 1150 St. Francis Jrive, Concord 94520
Mra, F. Wallacc Anderson, 19 Richelle Court, Lalayestte 94549
Vivian Vehrli, P.0. Box 166, Lonr Beach, 9081l

(<3 3

At the January neeting Chris lelson passed the word along that
our ilembership Chairman, Id Bichstedt, was away with nhis bride, the
former Edna Willlams.

Chris nlso brou‘ht g letter fron the Illoward ilcPhersons, who have
mirated to [lawall to be near family and have resigned from our group.

The papersa ssy that Pete Veltch has been selected for the Grand
Jury ... so rratch yourself}

irank Uoyer took part in the annual 'Banicia Christmas Count!, and
Toxma Schulenberg helped out with the Illayward-IFremont Count,

Ann Cavanagh and Joan illze explored Dollinger Canyon recently.
They forgot to turn off the lipghts used in a fop and caie back to the
cer to find a dead battery. "hile writing a couple of hours for AAA
assistance, the girls had time to watech the Bluebirds and hawks,

S

lMany Mt. DLisblo Audubeners attended a meeting of the Park Council/Sisrra
Club in Concord on Jan. 1th to hear Congressmen Waldie speak to the
overflow audience gbout conservation bills in Congress and to asnswer
several dozen questions with ease, {Jaldlo made it clear that he

would not vote for any bill in which there was the slightest chance

of harm to the environment.

0000

Ed Mlze, Editor,.1255 ilt. Dieble St.,Concord 94,520, ,Phone: 686-1341
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Noxt Meetings Thursday, March L, 8 p.me Sun Valley Meoting Room B.
Josh DBarkin will answer the questionm, "That Do Youw
Really Enow About Insects?",

Next Field Trip: Saturday, Harch 6. _DBodega Bay. Loader: Harry Couden
(Phone: 934-8873). %FEZM@ at 93130 a.m. ab The Tides
. Restaurant,

Next Screen Tour: lionday, lerch 8, 8 p.m. Diable Valley College Gym.
Charles Stine explores the !Lend of the Drowmed
River! (the o©ast shore of Chesspeake Bay).

Gaeond

A% our March Lth meeting it looks like Josh Barkin will bug us with a
talk on 1inseeta, Josh, Naturelist for the East Bay Rszional Parks,

is in his second term ss President of Golden Gate Audubon, He is a
good speeker and knows his entemology ... 80 come and hear him,
PR

A %rip has been scheduled to Bodega Bay, with Harry Couden as locader,
The last time we scheduled one there was in 1962,but it just happoned
that we picked the week of the big Colwibus Day storm and our leader,
Dick Beitzel, awoke to find a river of water runaning through his house,

That trlp, for same reason, was cancellad, Let us hope that a floed
doesn't wash out our trip this timeo. Beast fu/ wearhor — food bredisg,

Harry and Dorothy Couden scouted this current trip on the recent long
weeksnd and give these instructionsg:

"Heet Saturday, Merch 6th, at 9:30 a.m. at tha wharfside of

Toe Tidos Restaurani, the middle of a large fishing and

smell shopping center in the town of Bodega Bay. From

Walnut Creck we took two hours non-gtop %o go through
¢ Petaluma the 87 miles to Bodega Bay."

(note: Dontt lst Alfred IHtcheock'’s film, ?The Birds®, filmed
at Bodega Bay, turn you away))

3008
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The final Audubon "Jildiifs Pour of the season will be shown tThe following
Bef - llonday, the Oth of liarch - at 8 p.m. in the DVC Gym. Charlen Stino
will show his '"Land of the oOrowned 3iver!?!, which deals with the Delnarva

. (Delewars/Haryland/Virginia) on the east side of Chesspeeke Bay, e will
sec scenes along the Pocomoke iver and on Assateague Island and ths Chine
coteaguo Wildlife Refupe. There will be the usual display of biraus and
animals of the area along with soms scenery.

aegoed

At our February meeting Frank DBeoyer did well in synchronizing his narration
of the film on !'New Zealand Bhrds! with the right bird. lle uyas handicapped
in not having seen the film before, but he inproved ms he went along. t'e
were treated to views of the country and such birds aa Royal Albatross,

Blue Penguin, Paradise ouck, Redbilled Gulls, and neny others. T was
interesting to see that a Grebe in lew Zealand looks lilke an Anerican

Grebe, & llagpie in lew Zesaland 1like our ilagpie, ete ... the narkings were
different, but you could name the type of bird without nueh trouble,

During the meeting, Chris llslson called attention to 'Bay !latchera?
groups being organized to monitor threatened dasge to bay shores by fills,
spills, etc. e also mentionsd the many calls he had had regarding the
recent oill spill resulting from the tanker collision,

Frank Beyer pointed out that if the Baldwin Ship Channel goes through,
much of the marsh in our county will be covered with nud and nueck,

ST

The February 6 field trip to Coyote Hills Park was led by Frank Beyor,
who sent in ©thls reporst:
"o had a good field trip., Seventeen adults and throe children were
. on hand, The weabthar was cloudy but cleared before noon, We aaw
no rarities but had a total of 60 species,. A highlight of the day
was a Tlock of mearly 50 TThite Pelicans in flight close overhoad and
then soaring to a considerable height,

"We saw - VWestsrn & Pied-billed Jrebe; 1hite Pelican; DJouble~crcsted
Cormorant; Groat Blue !leron; Cormon & Snowy Igret; Blttern; ialleard;
Gedwall; Pinteil; Green-winged & Cinnamon Teal; Shovoler; Canvasback}
Ruddy Dueck; Turkey Vulture; hite-tailed Kite; Red-tailed, llarsh &
Sparrow Ilawk; Quail; Pheasant; Coot; Killdeer; Long-billed Curlew;
Uillet; Dunlin; llarbled Goduit; Glaucous-yinged' & Herring Gull;
White-throated Swift; Anna's IIumiingbird; Red-shafted Mlicker; Black &
Say's Phoebe; Tree Swallow; Scrub Jay; Bushtit; Lonzbilled llarsh '‘ren;
Robin; Hermit Thrush; Golden-crowned & iRuby-crowned Kinglet; Pipiv;
Starling; Audubon's Warbler; Yellowthroat; Houae Sparrow; leadowlark;
Red-winged Blackbird; louse IMineh; Rufous & Eroun Towhee; Savannah,

Waite-crowned, Golden-crowned, Fox, Lincoln% & Sonz Sparrow.” ¥ ngr vemy
Ailso Ao gﬁd.’rl;c:«j Shrgee S /e I;}:er
[V

Chris Nelson sent in this report on the January field trip to Colonai
"twenty people shoued up for the trip and enjoyed each other's
company, if not the birding alony the cold and daip Americen River.
Were it not for the woodpockers end jays, one rrould have thought
that everything was in South America. The only birds of resl
interest were a Kingfishor and a Pled-bllled Grsbe -~ the latter

. following a hen [lallard like a long-lost fledgling.

"lost of our time was spent visiting the historic sswmill and raceway
where gold was discovered, the outdoor exhibits of equipnient and
artifacts of ths gold rush ersa, and attonding a colored film onm the
Listory of gold discovery and exhibits in the museum.”
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After a five months struggle and the nailing of many lstters and documents,
we have finslly won clearance Trom the Internal Revenue Service as a tax-
exempt outfit. We have been warned that our exemption will be revoked
if we make tsubstansial? efforts to influence legislation or if we ongage
in politicel cenpaipns on behalf of eny candidate for publiec offico, Our
thanks go to Bill Betts, who prepsred the papers for the revision of our
Articles of Incorporation, without which we would not have had our clearanca,
PR
Obsorvations:
Jlore from Russ Epley (which should have been continued on page 3 of
the Februery 'Queilf):
Jan, 6 .. Tomales Bay
Osprey (on post behind the Inverness llotel)
Jan. 9 oo Coyote I11ls
Green-winged & Cinnarion Teal
Gallinule
Jen., 26 .. Los Banos Wildlife Ilanazement Areca
30 Yhite-faced Ibis
10 Americen Bittern

Lynn Farrar saw a female King iiider at llonterey.

The Purcells reported a S-mile stretch of geese on Bacon Islend, west
of Stockton and Red-breasted llerzanser at Berkeley Aquatic Park.

Frieda Shackelford reported either an Allen or Rufous (female)
Humingbird at her home on Peb. L. (She didnit have it in hand,

Thae Shackelford & Glotfeltys also saw 9 Durrowing Owls on Feb.
after the fiscld trip to Coyote [Hdlls, The owls were iIn a fleld
acrogs from the golf course at the junction of Thornton & Jarvis Roads,

(An un-obssrvation) Frank Beyor missed by one day the Californie
Condor at Coyote 1Hlls.

4+

Now i1f you had pgone to see !Scandinavien Saga! at the recent Audubon
¥11dlife Tour, you would have heard the ysll of the lynx, the clacking
of stork bills, the goofy sounds of the Red-throated Diver ( a loon),
and the yumpin' strains of Scandinavian dances. You would have sesn
apectacular scenery, Eagle Owls, Lermings, Skuas, and pretty pirls,
John Bulger had e wry sense of humor thet sparkled the evening end
pleased the customers,
0900ed
According to information frem National Audubon and our Treasurer, we have
the following new members, whom we welcome to lt, Diablo Audubons:
Mr. & /rs, Jo J. Fuerst, 131 Donna laria Way, Orinds 91563
Mrs, John leyer, 2120 Blackhawk Road, Danville 9,526
Mr, & Mrs. H, D, Richmond, 125 Via Sersna, Alameo_ 9h507
Alyce Vaughen, 7 Morags Via, Orinda 91563
Walter Weibezahn, 1978 llagnolia Wey, Ualnut Creek 94595
. & lirs, Robert J, Wwilliems, 1203 McEwlng Court, Concor & 94521
TRTER

Interested in having a bird stuffed (aside from Thanksgiving)}? Georgs
Kostal sayd that his gon, George Jr., and friend, Dale Chambers, have
set up DIABLO TAXIJLRIY. For information call George Jr. at
689-8015 or Dale at 686-2259.

20000

Fd [Wze, Lditor .. 1255 lMt, Dieble St.,Concord,Ca.9,520..Phcne: 6861341
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Next Meetings: Thursday, April 1, 8 p.ms Sun Valley Meeting Room B,
Joanne Dean will present a progrem on 'Trees, Shrubs,
and Lesser Known Plants of Sunol Valley Regional Park?,

Thursdey, lay 6, 8 psm, Sun Valley Meeting Room B,
John Smail of the Point Reyes Bird Observatory will
discusa the Observatory, oil slicks, and pelagic birds,

Next Field Trips: Sunday, April li, 9:445 a.ms Sunol Valley Regional Park,
Joanne Desan will lead a bobtanicel) trip in the Park,

Saturdey, May 15, 8 a.me. Lafayoette Reservoir.
Leader: Tom Schulenberg.
R

For several years we have been having well-atitonded wildflower
programs in April. This year the emphasis will be more on wild trees
and shrubs, when member Joanne Dean discusses the botany of Sunol Valley
Reglonal Park (where she works) at our resular meeting in Sun Valley
Meeting Room B on Thursday, April 1lst (No foolint,)

Hoanne says that her progrsm "will include slides~to illustrate
tricks for instant identification of verious plants found in the Oak
Woodland, S3tresm~side, Evergreen, Soft Chaparral and Grassland comri-
unities of the park from a distance by shape, oolor, and other grosas
characteristics and by finer characteristics of leaves, bark and
flowers, Practice in keying leaves of the camon trees will also
be included,”

As a supplement to her program, Josnne will lead us to the Tield
the following Sunday, April lj, et Sunol Valley Reglonal Park, Hoet
at the 0ld Green Barn in the Park o 1little before 10 a.me

"From 10:00 to 11:30 a.m,", Joanne says, "I'1l be leading a
lelsurely stroll along Indisn Jos Creek, one of the parkts prime
wildflower areas, during the traditional peak of the 1rildfl ower
season, (Barly reins followed by a period of cold, dry weather,
have this year, I'm afraid, conspired spgainst as good a show as we
have had some years,) This will be a fanily-type walk, so why not
bring along a picnic lunch, and then Join other Bark visitors at our
Sunol family talk in the 0ld Green Barn at 1:30.
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To pet there (I Hone): make U.S. 680 south beyond Dublin, Switeh
off the Freeray onto Calavoras Road (also ilerked Niles or Dumbarton Bridge?).
Dontt po towards lliles Canyon ... instead, go under the lreeway on cala=
veras iload and continue another I 1iles to Joary Road, Turn left on
Jeary and drive alnost 2 niles directly into the Perk.

LIRS 23
At our business weeting on iliarch 4th, we adopted two 1motlonss;

(a) oxpressin~ support for Assenblyman John Junlap'®s bill (AB 660)

to ban huntinz of mountain lions in Californila; and

(b) sending 530 to the South San Francisco Bay 1'ildlife Jelfuge

cowziission - the money to cotie from Junc Potluck collections.

Qur spealer was Josh Barkin, le;sional Park llaturalist, who told us
everything we wvanted to know about insects but wore afrald to ask.

ilixin- his talk with philédsophy and peetry, Josu frequontly omnd rishtly
rearked that nany insccts are truly 'incredible! in structure and
function, I"is pictures illustrated why he terried them fincrcdible’l,
Split-Lrare picturcs often shored developiient and corparisons of insects,

coo0RO

The Coudens led the trip to odeza Bay on ilarch 6th and, naturally, there
was typlcal, blissful Couden weather. Iarey cormients,
"Our group inclucled 30 nembers, frionds, sharp-eyed youn_ sters,
11l cars, and 7 fiscopos. A local rosident contacted us to express
his hope that 1re would petition authoritiss to declarc the arca a
State lefu;o nnd thus close it to hunting.

"Collectively, e probably found nore than the 65 specics I an re-
porting. iiost everyone obsorved the 51 count up to lunch ti:e,
An2 all si-htinzs are Lor species observed fro:. the wateriront arean
only. 1'e started 1ith the l Jrebe species and [lack Lirant et
yharfaide, thon saw soveral Ned-throated Loons (one -riti: a vory
iridescent red tliroat) on the first stop. Later PFrank Deyer and
I raised 5 Snipe fro1 a rarshy area by the anciont and honorable
riethod of rock throwing. e 1hinbrel on tho coastal shoro ivas
good, tooe Thero were no Pelicans or Califormis Culls to be
seen, {Scoutts ilonor!) “lowever, 1re did see:

"Ccoimon & Jed-throated Loon; Ilorned, Earcd, Vestern & Pied-billled
Grebe; Double-cr. & Brandt's Cormorant; Great Dluc liecron; Cowion &
Snowy Igret; Dlack Drant; Pintail; 3Jrecon-winged & Jinnaion Yeal;
Shovelor; Lessor Scaup; DBufflehead; 1hite-rrinzed & Surf Scobterg Ruddy
Duck; iled-breasted ilerganser; Red=talled, liarsh & Sparrow Ilawk; Coot;
Oystercatcher; I@dlldeer; Black-bellied Plover; Surfbird; uddy
Turnstone; Coimon Snipe; Uhimbred; Uillet; Least’é: Wostern Sandpip ?f?
Junlin; Sanderling; Glaucous-winged, ''estern, ilerring, RianﬂEﬂ!ﬁ"
Mew Jull; iiournin_: .Jove; Finifisher; Red-shaftod Flicker; BIacK Phoebe;
Ravon; De'riek'as & Long~billod iiarsh ''ren; Robin§ 'estern Dluebird; Pipet;
Starling; Audubon's '!'arbler; llouse Sparrow; llcadorlark; Redwin;ed & Drever
Blackbird; louse Minch; Dirovm Jowhee; Savannah, V@ite-cro 3 Sony Sparrowg sa.-

Ao Pelaqic Formiraar Commen Gar Iesses, Gl‘dflq..ﬂ'.‘!q!’.pr'n‘, A d G-dd'lv"f, Fex Sparrow /:41;
I+ 32 r
Vad

Sorry about thet llarch 8th Screon Tour nixzeup. Ori inally it vas scheduled
to be on the chesapeake Day area (as amnounced in your 'Quailt), Later s
notice cans fram iable Valley College sayiny the pro;srai rrould be on
India {as announced at the Illarch meeting), Dut Audubon pulled an Indian
rope trick on us and we cnded up seeing Burdette aite's ociicellent film,
*On the [rail of Painted Jewels and Other Gonis of llature!t, Litecllent
picturcs of humingblrds, :10inly in the Chiricahua ijountains, and other
scones scross the U.S, and Iastern Canadsa. All top photography.

O v o g
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Biotern in the Los Danos ""ildlife ilanageient Area on Jen., 26.

Viclet ideltzel, a former very active member, called on llarch 7th
to say that on three consecutive mornings she had seen g Phalnopepla
at her hane in Conecord,

Tori Schulenberg sald that scores of observers saw a drake Tufted
Duck (third record [or California) in early ebruary near Palo Alto,
Over & L-day veckend in February Torm was in N.T, California and saw
neny Rough=loried llawks, both kinds of Eazles, Prairie Falcon, 17
Sa;e CGrouss, Long-eared Owls, llorthern Shrike, Slats=colored Junco,
& Laplerd Longspurs, A Blue-groy Gnatcateher at Lafayette Reservoir
on larch 7 wes probably a leftover from those rintering there.

S

Ve relcone our newest ilational and It, Diablo Audubon members:
Ir. & lirs, Fred Darker, 1123 Rahara Jrive, Lafayette oL.51.9
Robert 1, Blue, II.D, 1000 Pine Street, Ilartinez 94553
Dr, & Iirs, Dale Christensen, 181 25th Street, Iichriond
Edwerd B, Clark, II.D., 103} lmrietta Blvd,, Livermore 9l550
Paul Fo Crantg, il.D. 127 E, 18th St., Antioch 94509
Tori b, Lee, 3071 Walnut Blvd,, Valnut Creek o596
Iirs, Ann Shaughnessey, 304 W. Linda llesa, Danville 9,526
David S, Tittle, D.D.S., 2100 Illonuwient Blvd., Pleazant 1311 9l 523

«a0 Qo0

We 17ere saddened to hear of the death of our Secretary, llazel IlcCarthy,
on Ilarch 5th, A menber for seversal years, she had helped us in nany wvays
and had been Secrectary the last two years, falthfully attending meetings
until illnsss confined her to horie and hospital, Her husband, Bob, our
Treasurer sincerely apprecisted the memorisls in her honor, and he thanks
[T, Diablo Audubon membera for their rany expressions of sympathy,

bt

llargarset Schaller, our Publicity Chalrman, has volunteered to finish
out the year as Secretary as well.

The honeymooners, Ld & Edng Bichstedt, have been on a trip to
Colombla in South Americe,

Jane Helrich and her SANE friends (Save Anericat'a Natural Environment )
splashed the papers with efforts to save a little of Las Trampas Ridpe.
Indications are that they mipght succeed.

Another paper splasher was our President, Chris ilelson, with a
plcture and write-up on the Briones Park Vildflover Kits, now available
1n most of the local libraries on a reserved basis,

The feature attraction for most people at s local theater recontly
was 'Cougar Country?, but I was also pleased to hesr Audubon's ljestern
Representative, Paul lloward, gzive a fine narration for the docunientary,
"Where the Wild Goose Fliest®,

T —
Your Editor sure likes llay vacations - so much so that he will be away on
another one this lay, Therefore, the lay & June issues of !'The Quail’
wlll again be coibined, to appear in late April. ..., Work is progressing
on formation of an FEditorisl Comiittes to help put out "The Quail? starting
next Iall, since the job is too much for one man or beast,
LI -]
An observation by Illarry Couden in the Pittsburgh (Peun.}) Presa:
An Tnzlish teacher in Rroonfield (Colo, ) asked o student to use the
word ‘vernacular!, The student wrote, "The bird -;atchers ratehed the
birds through their vernacularst,

E I ETNCY
i i

Ed Luzeﬁ Editor ., 1255 Mt, Diablo Street, Goncord U520 .. Phones 666-13L1



® 06 ©
The Quail

BULLETIN OF THE MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA

3 Pros: Chrls .inlson
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& Iiartinez, Ce. 94553
Phone:  228-9369
(Mlext Teadlino: June 16
ilay & June, L1971
VOlc. 171 IJOSO ].1 &: 12
waxt lieotincs? Mursday, ilay 6, 8 p.rn, Sun Valley liceting Room B.
- John Smail of the Point Reyea Lird Obscrvsiory will
discuss vrork done at the Observatory.
llonday, Junec 7, 6:30 p.m. Annual Potluck Dinner &
7 Fin -~ nt the home of Ann ond Chris JJelaen of F he
Lo o+ e 128 Hodd,
Loz jaelid Tripe Siturday, a7 15, 8 a.n. Lofayetoeo .los3ivolr.

Leader: Towr Schulenberg (Phone: 25h-872%),

I e

Tne Point leyes Dird Observatory needs no introduction to nimyj of our
rieribers who are nlso mombors of the PARBO end nay have donated hours of
work in its behalf, It's an uwiique, privately-supported. non-profit
sroup that has rrowm up Crom jrass roots in the past ferr years, occuples
buililin .8 in an icolated section of Point foyes Hationsl Seanshiore, and
c-nerally works on the study, banding, and counting of the :radtircude

of bLir s tha® {ly over the Point Jdeyes Penlnsula nnu tho nanrly .'arallon
I-~lanos.

John Smail, Iseeutive Oirector of PRBO, will be thoe _ucsc spenker at
cur wceting on ilay 6th, at 8 p.m, in Sun Valley lieeting 3loo:: D, [le
111 tell us aboul thoa wrorlk Jdone by the Obscrvatory, illuatraisd vith
213 .83, an 111 also .iscuss other topics ranjing o the citra rrork
cmced by bhie 0il spill of January 10th to inforiatlon about tho polagic
tirds thiat £f1y ovar tho sraters off the Qbservatory an'! the Farallon
Tolancs,

A ATER
o

tecting e 1ill alao eleet the ofit'icers -rno have gorecd to
srrve Tor G

i
12 neit yoar.

SN Do
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The .lay rield trip vill be a week lator than usual, to avold the linLheris
Day weockend, Tor1 Scimlenberg will lead the party at Lafayette itesor-
voir and asks us to meet there at 8 m.m. on Saturdny, Loy 15th. It is
expected that the welk around the laske will take two or three hours, and
then you mi_ ht want to stsy around and have a picnic lunch, Ton knows
the ares thoroughly, and you have often road observations in the unall?
that he has mnade at the lleservoir, Perhaps he'll Jig up o rare bird or
two during the field tripe

Lafayette leservoir is eamslly reached offi the old hiZinray leading rrost
T'rom domtown Lafayette, There is a parking fee of S50¢ at the Last Bay
Hunicipal Utility District parking lot at the lake,

=P

Our ennual Potluck Dinner-Iinal ilesting will be held at the hoie of Ann
and Chris llelson this year. Since chris will be at Asilonar the nizht
of our re—ularly sche duled meseting, he has asked us ©o zather around
his patio on llonday nisht, June 7th, about 6:30, Please arrcnze 1ith
Ann shead of thie as to the food you will bring (phones 52893697

Caris su;zzesta that sone of us bring a few slides of beauty to five us

g brief pro;gratr af ter the neeting, llow officors for the T71-72 yoar
will be installed at the rieeting, Reneitber that we have already voted
to allot 330 fron our potluck receipts to pay for the donation e riade
recently to the South S.F. Bay '!ildlife .1efuge fsuxkaxyiom ‘amniittee,

Bring the usual card table, chairs, catiny utensils, plates, cte .., and
don't forpet the food} Let?'s hope that we 1y11ll have as balny a nicht
as ve had at lelsonf®s last year, when hot split pen soup warried our
tonsues and gpirits.

lo et thore: "nd gour way to tho junchion of Neligz Valley .load
and Alhembra Valley .load, Jor a few hundred feset to the uvest to

Briones Road, ihere all the riailboxes are, Climb Lrionos :cad all
the way to the top, to the last house. Plenty of parizing avalilable,
aea00

As announced in the April Qualli there will be no bulletin lasued
next rmonth, because your Idltor will be on vacation in nid-llay. A
July/Auzust edition will sppeer during the swnwer, =nd, hopefully, a
revised rerbership roster also,

4+

In Prosident Chris llelson’s absence, and to the mournful strains of an
electronic organ next dcor, Frank Beyer presided at our April 1 necting,
This is sone of the business we transacted:

. lle mthorized Treasurer Bob licCarthy to vrite a check for 320
to 8 consorvation ceruse of his desiresm In menwory of his mife,
‘lnzel, our {ommer Secrotary,

» 1o voted to ondorse Asse:iblymen Knox! bill, vhich would raise
the Tast Bay Jlerionnl Park District taxation fron 10¢ to 20¢
to nrovile for purchase of nerwr lands and develop:ients,

. Ue voted to pernit subscriptions to "The Quail" at $2.50 por
year. Sinece 1re becarne a braonch of lational Audubon, re have
recoived severnl inquirles fro: other Auduhoners wishin: to
subacribe but rranting to retaln menbership clsewhers.
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The program for tho evening 'ras given by Joanne Jean, onthusiastic
naturalist fron Sunol Valley Re;lonal Park, Shie started us off by
having us 'key' some trees leaves she brought, snd thoen she presented
a detailed slide program showing sone of the trees and other planta
in Sunol Valley Park.,

The folloring Sundsy Joanne led a field trip in the Park. She sent
in this report of the trip:

Despite an unencouraging prodiction on the size of this yearts
wildflowver crop, the 18 adults and 2 children itho cane to the field
trip enjoyed a repular wildflower banquet. e tasted llinerts Lettuce,
feasted our eyes upon Pilaree, Flddlenecks and Fiesta Ilowers, saw
Butter and Iggs scra .bled across the neadorra, and took In Buttercups,
lillside Poa, Popcorn Flower, Wild Radish, Pepper-grass snd Brodeies.

“In addition to the culinary delizhts, ue also savored the si-ht
of Johnny Jurpup (Wild Pansy), Blue-eyed Grass, Owl's Clover, Chinese
Houses, Bladder Parsnip, Sky Lupine, Fringepod, Ilule Lars, Larkspur

end Tomeat Clover, Several ™'minatures! were also seen, including
Bedstraw, Speedwell, DBur Clover, Chickweed, and Smsall '"Mite ilerophila,”
SR
Observations:

Jean dichnond saw Lawrence Zoldfinch at the Aquatic Park. (I3, Larryd)

Ilarry Adanison reported the first Bullock’s Oriole at his place on
larch 26 and Solitary Vireo on llarch 30,

Ed Eichstedt sew Dlack Phoebe and hite-=throated Sparrow. there?
In Colembia (South America) of a1l placesi

Dorothy and [larry Couden spent Dis spring vacation as courists in
San Antonle, Brormsville, and Padre Island, Texas, and as touristas
in llatemoros and vieinity, liexico, Althoush their count was nodeat
(120), Dorothy asdded 48 new specles to her list and Iarry 1, Several
speciea wers indipenous to just the RNio Grande Dslta ares,

Ben Jones, environrnental chiésf at Phillip?s refinery, clalns that
Cliff Swallous come back to Avon on llarch 16 each year,

DoDOoOS

lew lermbers:
e eittcnd warm greetings to these latest niombers of llational Audubon
end 1lt, Dieblo Audubon:
Ir, & Ilrs, Robort Bowvers, 1150 St. Francis Dr., Concord 9520
Antony Gabor, 371 Cordell Drive, Danville 9&526
lirs, Richard Hackenbracht, 1667 Georgia Dr.,, Concord 9,520
Donald & Ann iluddard, 3937 llajestic Dr., Concord 9,520
lloward Palmer, 713 Pershing Dr., Walnut Creek 9459
+++++
We received a check for $7.50 from the omen?s Club of Ualnubt Creek
in remembrance of Iazel licCarthy, who was very active in their group, too.
0o0®0
Betty Adanson noticed a sn1ell fktem about Defense Dept, plans to use birds
in wartime, She investipated snd found that the Pentazon has amerded the
Psych. Dept. of the U, of ilssissippi $600,000 for such studies.
SR
This issue narkix the ond of my 10th yomr as Editor, I had hoped to retire
gracefully fron the job this year - but some membors porsuads better than
I can resist, So I have reluctantly agreed to hang on one riore year
(and positively no morej) - assuming, of course, that a chronic health
problem will not pget irorse in the next year.
B

Ld iidlze, Editor .., 1255 Ilt, Disblo St.,Concord,Cs.94520 .. Phone: 686-131
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. (Next Deadlines  Aug. 1)

July & Augus®, 1971
Vol, 18, Nos, 1 & 2

Next lMeeting: Thursday, Sept, 2, 1971

Next Feld Trip: Sometine in September,

Gooad

This is your summier edition of 'The Quailt, Our regular monthly
schedule willl resume with the September 1ssue, which will appear in
late August, There will be Boerd Mestings and Cormlttee lMeetings
by that time, end we should have more definite information for you
on proposed nmeetings end field trlps.

Sometime withlin the next few weeks, lt. Diablo Audubon merboers will
receive a copy of a pamphlet entitled, 'The Housewife's Dnvirormentel
Handbook!, jolntly sponsored by the East Bay Reglonal Park District,
Pleasant Hill AAUW, and lit, Diable Audubon, At our lMay meeting we
voted to spend mgney on this project as a way of spreading the goapel
of Ecology.

4 recent ruling by Hatlonsl Audubon Society has greatly expended our
nembership. 41l members of National Audubon within our geographieal
area tho have not designated membership in enother bmmnch of HAS are
automatically being assigned nembership in IIt, Diablo Audubon Society,
This brings money into our kitty, because we collect Ol on Single
Hembershlps and $6 on Family Membershipa, (Probably to compensate
for this penerosity, WAS fees are said to c¢limb to 512 Single and

$15 Fanmily on September lat, )

It is hoped that aaie of these additionsl funds can be used to upgrade
the printing of 'The Quall?, since it is now necessary to gring out
almost 300 copies of the bulletia.

The great incrsase in membership makes our roster look 1lilke a telsplhone
book. IHeretofore we have had rosters printed and malled to you in the
swmer, but this yeear it has been decided to limit dAistribution to the
officers and cormittee members who will use the listing, Additional
copies may be ordered by members at meetings at a small fee to cover
the cost of Xeroxing,

PSS
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At our Juns Potluck=ileating wve electod Hhe {ollovring lue’sr 13 hiers to
serve as our oflicers during the 1971/72 yosr:

Prosident aao Bob llcCarthy
Vice=Prosident ... Glenn Shanls
Secretary oo liar aret Schaller
ireasurer 000 Doris Eckatror

They will need help, of course, so if Bob (lcCarthy calls you and rrants
you to serve on a corriittes, don't be bashful - just coic rizht out and
say, "I sure will®, It nay be poor pgrarmar but will be zood tnate,
and Bob 1ill be pleased,

The June Potluekelleoting at Ann end Chris lelsonfts rras wrell attondod,
despite a cool breeze that Jdrove us inside for the 'ieeting. [lullad
wine wam:ed sane of the frozen bodlies before dimner. Thorse vas plenty
of good food and 1little left to carry back hawe, e nicobting was ovar
in a hurry, and proceeds went to the S.TF. Bay ildlife .lefu~s CJaoriittaes.

We vere fortunate to see an excellent film, "The Daobasb Tree’?, photow
grepaned by loot=Leakey Safarls and shown by Alrien and Vieclky Luckhurst.
Thls fupside-down Treet hosts a variety of hornbills, honoy-suldsa,
rollers, and rroavers, There were excellent pictures of a lornbill
nest taicn through a zlasa plate and shorrlng how the young birds ~nd
their mother are secaled into the trunk of the tree until the youwn~ irds
are old enoush to bresk out on their own, The photoraphy -rag “iperbh =
as Chris sald, "It vras better than rost of the Audubon 'ilJlife {las",

The evening caie to a close 'rith a shioring of slides by 3010 af {0
mertoers, but by then nany who had to rrork the ne:t day 17d ~one heria,

. It was announced by Franlk Bym Boyer at this nseting thet plans ta Iem
ValleJo Audubon Sociaty were progressing favorably. This Hranch of
Hational Audubon would tdes in tho Vallejo aud ilapa areas ani -rould
forze the last link around the Day Area. Although Franl: plans te
devote nuch tiwe %o Vallejo Audubon, he has ajsrsec to o our Micld
Trip Chairnan this next year and hopes to have a {few cobinel trips
in the futurs,

A

Vay back in ilay attractlve illss Karen Stronarioe startol off our
meetiny by g ving a learned discussion of 3turnus vul:eris (tha
Starling). Later, after a short business riesting, John oneil of
the Joint Reres Bird Observatory pgave a learned amd illustratad
discussion of the Farallon Islands, rhere P.I30 has conlucted bird
studles lor several years. 1lo learned that Cassinis Auklet wes
the 1:03t nunarous bird on tho Islands, nunberin; about 100,000,
but thaet the 'I~ctern Gull eald : ho considersd the dominant bird,
Algo e lyerd 1 at awepe o~ o jettlng thinner -~ a phonoionon

notel in ,onr o 1or  hlpds f the asacoast, Protection wea YHaing
aousht for tha ‘wallons fron Jishing hoat huntors, Subsoquontly
the Ccallis l- L3 ialabure hon pressd 8.8, 297 inkin_ tho Inlands

a 3trte afu e rad clvin- this nrotoction, .. Siaill bricily dis-
cussed the uistory of PID0 and its reoent eipansion in "1 wborship,
o00Q0
Obseivntionss
. Ed Clchstadt randered taroush iludr Voods 'rith ol icn Cate
Audubon cnl spottod tro oirla = trro Spoticd Ols, 9wy lors and,
Challk up 3 Teals (Croon, Dlue & Cinnzion) for Frank: Deyer
at lubbs Islend,
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Bob lcCarthy spent & little time in Sedona (Arlzona} in late
April and reports oxcellent motele-balcony birding: Black-headed
Grosbeaks, Orioles, Ihwmingbirds, Ground Doves; etc, He thinks
that most of the lourning Doves in the 1Jest were in Arizona then.
Thousands of Cliff Swallows zooned around Montezuma's Castle,

You mey rerember tha®t Harry Couden reported a 'CoolMar! Hewk
on the October itrip to Linantour Spit, Observers couldn!t decide
whether it was a shem Cooper or a he larsh Hawk, Recently, Allen
Chambers of PRBO, who knows his birds of prey, has found the nest
of the bird and now calls 1t a 2-yoar old fensle Cooperis Hawk,

Your Lditor recently spent over 2 week in Utzh snd occasionally
sew a bird, I believe I saw a Uhlzzin! Prairic Falcon near the
East Entrence of Zion Park, Also, in the Park Iltself I waitched =2
Golden Eagle soar for 5 ninutes over the thite Cliffs it dove oler,

Tom Schulenberg led a trip to Lafayette Reservoir on llay 15th and sent
in the following veport:

"With the assistance of Lynn Farraer, Frank Beyer, and over 20
members, the trip was a great success., 50 Speciss of birds were
seen, The over-sll tardiness of thls year‘ts Spring migration gave
greater variety to the list than would normally be expected for this
time of the year, Excellent views were had of such often hard-to-sece
birds as Wrentli, Illouse lirem, California Thrasher, and Blaclk-headed
Grosbesk, A sinpging Lazull Bunting wes a real highlight. Orange~
crowned Warblers wore observed fesding young just out of the nest.
Thls i3 en excellent area we should visit mors often. In addition
to the above-naned birds, we also saw:

"Pied-billed Grebe; Quail; Pheasant; Coot; Vulture; Ruddy Duck;
Red-tailed Hawk; Spotted Sandpiper; Glaucous-wingsed, Californis &
Ring~bllled Gull; Bandteiled Pireon} ilourning Dovej Annals ‘homers
Red-shafted Flicker; Violet-gieen, Rough-winged & Cliff Swallows;
Scrub Jay; Crow; Chestnut-backed Chiclkades; Plain TIitmousej Bushtit;
White<br, Iuthatchy Bewlck's ren; Robin; Swainson'!s Thrushi Starling;
atton's Vireoy ¥Yellow, Audubon's & Wilson's Warbler; Rsd-winged Blacke
bird; Bullock's Oriole; Coubird; lestern Tanager; Purple & Iouse Finch;
Legser Goldfinch, Rufous & Brown Towhee; Sonpy Sparrow.”

[ A RN R
Scme of our members are pretty active in the teaching field, thus:

John Bruce, a San Ramon District biolozy teachuer, is conducting
an sxtension course for the Univ, of Californie entitled "Eeology
and Conservation for Toachers",

Tora Steyaert, Dieblo Valley College biolog'{ instructor, has
published a college freshran biology textbook, "Life and Patterna
of Ordsr", Released only two months ago by lleGraw-Hill, it is
now in sescond printing. Tom 1s now writing a second book, "The
Biology of Man and Cities?,

FUA
Space prevents us frar: listing all our new nembers at this time, but
we do weloome w

fram Lafayette: Virginia Arner, Iirs. Langleor Brooker, Poter
Gonos, Jarieg Hale, Nancy Jolmson, Uin Lawson, I, & lirs. Charles
Lott, lirs, L. B, ilanclni, lirs. lMeredith llorgen, Mr. & Mrs, Lloyd
Swayne, JB, Kathy Taylor, and Iarvey ehmeler,

fram Concords Mary Alnand, A. Louis [lliott, Joenn Freifeld,
John Hafner, Howard Lederer, snd George Podrozzi.

from Pleamsant I1i1l: Brien Birch, ilr, & Mrs. Jo il Crothers,
irs & Mrs, James O'Neill, lIrs., Fertrude Saver, and Donald Spoerl,

4+
Ed Mize, Editor .. 1255 lMt, Dlablo Ste,Concord, Ca. 95204, Phone 686-1341
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(Next Deadline: Sept. 19)

September, 1971
Vol. 18, No. 3

Next Meeting: Monday, Sept. 13, 8 pem. Sun Valley Meeting Room B.
. Phil Gordon will present his tDesert Treasurest,

Next Field Trip: Saturday, Sept. 18. Lower Tubbs Island, Meet at
9 a.m. Leader: Frank Beyer (707-64,-0236).
HAHRR

Qur first Fall meeting will be held on Monday, Sept. 13 instead of the
regular first Thursday of the month. The usuel meeting room (Sun
Valley B) has already been assigned to another group on our regular
meeting night (Sept. 2), end the following Thursday is the Admissicn
Dey holiday. We have been promised the room for the 13th.

New members, who may not have been at previous meetings, will find
Meeting Room B on the lower Mall of the Sun Valley Shopping Center,
Go down the escalator and keep going in the seme direction to the
end of the hall and then turn right.

The program will be given by Phil Gordon, a former president of Ohlone
Audubon, He lives in Walnut Creek but runs down to San Leandro to
teach in a high school there. His program on 'Desert Treasures?! will
be an "incomparable journey through the deserts of the Southwest,
stressing the ecology and geology of the areas seen",

++4++

The September Field Trip will be held the following Saturday, Sept. 18,
at the Lower Tubbs Island Refuge. We went there a year ago and those
who attended were enthusiastic about this area now owned by the Nature
Conservancy. It lises between Vallejo and Novato on the south side of
Calif, Highway 37 (Sears Point Road), From our area, go over the
Benicle bridge, head for Vallejo, join Freeway 80, turn off Just beyond
the Solano County Fairgrounds (Columbus Parkway) and follow the signs
toward San Rafael. Go west, young man, on Highway 37 about ten miles,
passing over Sonoma Creek. Just before Tolay Creek Bridge and the
turnoff %o Sonoma you will find a locked gete on the left., Frank Beyer
will be there with key in hand to let you through for excellent birding,
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If all goes well, this issue of 'The Quaeil' will have a new appearance
and should be easier to read. Over nine years ago former member Bev
Wilder was able to have the bulletin printed by offset at U.S. Steel,
but since his departure 1t has been printed by the Ditto process - thanks
to the help of Mary Dunn at Phillips Petroleum, Ditto 1s o.,k. for a
hundred copies or so, but with our present production of 300 copies
more work is required and not 8ll coples are clear, A healthier
treasury enables us to try commercial printing, and this present shift
to offset is our first step.

FNEAR
An Observation:

It!'s rather shaky, but Frank Beyer thinks he saw & Stilt Sandpiper
recently at Dumbarton RBridge, Although he knows his shorebirds, he
admits that Stilf Sandpipers arentt even supposed to be around here,

At

Rare Birds:

There have been reports from time to time of California Condors
being in Lower California. Now we have a definite report that =
few of the big birds are near Diablo Pesk in Baja California., Here
in California there is a rumor that Yamaha Motorcycle Co. is trying
to buy the Hopper (Percey) Ranch near the present Condor Sanctuary
~ Jjust what Condors needl

You've all heard of the mass poisoning of eggles in Wyoming, but
are you aware that the rancher who set out the antelope with thallium
sulfate to polson coyotes (and thereby poisoned the eagles) has been
fined the minimum penalty of $675 because it could not legally be
proved that he intended to, kill eagles? There have been {urther
reports that over 700 eagles have been shot from planes in Wyoming
and Colorado for $25 an eaglel

One of our members, Barbara Colvin, had the rare privilege recently
of being given a gulided tour through the Pawtuxent Research Station in
Maryland and saw 12 Whooping Cranes. These were birds hatched from
eggs stolen from nests in the Northwest Territories « no harm done,
because generally only one egg hatches in a clutch of two, It will be
a few years yet before the hatched birds will be old enough to think
about reproducing. saces

Audubon Conventions:

The next National Audubon Convention will be in Denver in the
Spring of 1973, and it is hoped that a West Coast workshop will be
held at Asilomar (Monterey County) next Spring.

Yttt

Qur Leaders:
For the benefit of the members and exchange Audubon groups, our
leaders for the 1971-72 year are: L1
Pres: Robert McCarthy, P.0. Box Walnut Creek, Ca. 9159 -2
V.P. Glenn Shanks, 33)4.9 Ma.plewood’ ct., Concord,’Ca. 911.%207 934272
Sec: Margaret Schaller, P.0O, Box 337, Alamo, Ca, 9,507 935-6093
Treas: Dorls Eckstraom, 1100 Singingwood #6, Walnut Ck 9595 933-9257
Field Trips: Frank Beyer,409 Rollingwood Dr., Vallejo 94590 707-6[,-0236

'The Quail' is sent to all members of Mt., Diablo Audubon Society, including
National Audubon members within our geographic area. National Audubon
dues are being increased to $12 per person and $15 per family, Subscriptions
to 'The Quail' are available at $2,50 per year.

S
Ed Mize, Editor..1255 Mt, Diablo St.,Concord,Ca. 94518, Phone: 686-131
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Next Meeting: Thursday, Oct., 7, 8 pes, Sun Valley Meeting Room B,

Speaker and subject not yet announced,

Next Field Trip: Conn Dam (Lake Hennessey)., Saturday, Oct. 9, 9 a.m,
Leader: Frank Beyer (707-6Ll1-0236).

Next Screen Tour: Friday, Oct. 15, 8 p.m. Diablo Valley College Gym,
Wilfred E. Gray will show his film, 'British Columbia -
Mountains to the Seat,

S

We will hold our October meeting on the regular meeting night, Thuraday
the 7th of OQctober, and in our regular meeting place, Sun Valley Meeting
Room B. The time interval between our late September meeting and the
printing of thils issue of "The Queil" is short and no speaker or subject
has yet been announced by President Bob MeCarthy, Bob says, however,
that "the show will go on", and he guarantees a good progrsm - even if
it is a mystery at this point,

We are returning to Conn Dam for a field trip on Saturday, October 9.
Frank Beyer, our Field Trip Chairman, asks that we meet in the picnie
grounds at the foot of the dem at 9 a.m, After some preliminary
birding nearby we will jump Into the cars and drive around the south
and east sides of the lake, stopping often to bird. Tunch will be

at noon wherever we are, It has been almost three years since we
have had a trip to this excellent birding area, and the climate should
be better then on that wet and cold December day in 1968,

It's easy to get there, Take State Highway between Napa & Calistoga
". and turn right onto Highwey 128 at Rutherford. Follow the signs and
go east about 3 miles to the dam, If you have more time you can take
a more scenic route by turning at Napa onto Highway 121, go towards
Winters about 3 miles and turn onto the Silverado Trail, which you
follow 13 miles north to the dam-road junction.
ettt
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The first Audubon Wildlife Film of the season will be shown on Friday,
October 15, at 8 p.m, in the Diablo Valley College gym. (The show is
sponsored by DVC as a public service and is free). Wilfred Gray will
show a picture of British Columbla entitled "Mountains to the Sea",
He is an award-winning producer of documentaries and travelogs and was
here three years ago with a movie sbout the four seasons in British
Columbia, Highlights of his new film are swans, sea lions, salmon,
grouse, beaver, and elk,

R

At our meeting in mid-September Phil Gordon took us into four deserts
by showing us a fine collection of slides of plants, birds, animals,
and geologic formations. Many of his pictures were taken from planes,
It was a little surprise to hear that there are more birds in Death
Valley in summer than in winter)

President Bob McCarthy asked for volunteers to help with committees and
was very happy to have a good response, as follows:
Membership: Ed Eichstedt, Membership Chairman for the past
three years, asked to be replaced, since he would be too busy
traveling. Nancy Swanson, Just back from a year in San Jose,
volunteered to talte over Edt's duties;
Publicity: Now that Margaret Schaller is our Secretary, her
Tformer joB as Publicity Chairman will be handled by Agnes Eckford:
Hospitality: Betty Lendrum said she would keep an eye on the
cof¥ee pot. (Incidentally, Betty was the subject of a nice article
in a recent Concord paper dealing with her skill as an organic gardener);
'Quall! Mail: Jon and Bet§¥_w1111ams are going to help the Editor
mail out '"The QuailT the rest of this year. (Hoorayl)

Glenn Shanks, our Vice-President, has written to Ford Motor Co, to dispute
thelr claim that smog is no problem in Los Angeles, According to Glenn,
"God did not make a kidney that can handle smog".

[ R N N K ]
Observations:

Lynn Farrar says that during a recent cold spell he spotted a male
Calliope Hurmingbird in his backyard. (Cold spell, Lynn?)

Bob McCarthy, just returned from the Northwest, commented on the
great number of Tri-colored Blackbirds at Grass Lake on the way to
Klamath Falls,

Chris Nelson says he used to have same pet baby raccoons, but some
Horned Owls decooned his place. Chris also confirms that Mountain
Lion tracks have been seen in Briones Park ~ and that ain't no lyin'}

Harry and Dorothy Couden recently returned from a month of business
and pleasure in Hawali. Harry says, "Over half of our 45 species were
new to us. We observed that the Mynah bird is really a mayjah species.”

The Los Angeles Audubon Society has an interesting observation on
the rarest bird in the U,.S. Last June the first Black-capped Gnat=-
catchers in the U,S. were recorded, studied, photographed, and taped
by interesting birders near Soncita Creek in S.E. Arizona. Soon
afterwards ornithologlsts from the University of Arizona boldly went
To the area and collected the entire family of five birds. Arnold
Small of L.A. Audubon pointedly asks, "Was the professional reputation
of some ornithologist advanced? What right does any individual have
to kill a bird of this kind?"®

4t
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You will note that on the first page of this issue we have a new address:
P.0. Box 53, Walnut Creek, Ca, 94597
This will be our official address from now on, Heretofore, the Editor
has used one address, the President another, and the Treasurer puts his
address on the checks -~ all very confusingl Since we change officers
every year and your Editor is resigning in June, it is time to have a
more permanont address - a postoffice box. Bob McCarthy will keep an eye
on it. (Note to other Audubon editors: Until next June keep sending
exchange bulletins to Ed Mize at the address given below.)

[ N N

Ann Cavanagh has been active with a group of Contra Costa citizens trylng
to save the 22-room adobe mansion bullt by Eugene 0!Neill near Danville.,
'Tao House! is adjacent to the Las Trempas Reglonal Park. Recently the
house was named a National Historical Landmark, but has no protection
whatsoever from speculators or developers,

The Sierra Club Foundation, Point Pinole Committee, P,0, Box 1741,
Ricbmond, Ca. 94802, will gladly accept your contributions or send you
information about Point Pinole, This 000 acre peninsula jutting into
Sen Pablo Bay has been kept in a natural state by munition compsnies
and by its present owner, Bethlehem Steel, which bought it as the site
of a large steel mill but decided not to bulld on 1it. Now there is
word that Besthlehem would consider selling the land, It is hoped by
many that some day Point Pinole will be given deserved park status,

Likewise, the Annedel State Park Fund, Box E, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95402,
willl accept contributions and send information on Annsdel Farms, which is
slated for park status. At least 4150 acres are secured and hopefully
700 more acres can be bought for a million dollars to act as land buffers.
The wild chunk of land is east of Santa Rosa and contains many types of
trees, wildlife, and two lakes.

IR

A Netional Audubon Western Conference will be held at Asilomar in Easter

Week of 1972 (March 25, 26, 27 & 28). This will be the first such

conference there in four years, You can obtain information and forms

by mailing a postcard with your name, address, and zip code to AUDUBON

CONFERENCE, 555 Audubon Place, Sacramento, Ca. 95825, Here!s your

chance to enjoy excellent speakers and fleld trips in an ideal place,
HRHH

Our temporary charter as a branch of National Audubon has been replaced
by a permanent charter, since we met the membership gain and other re-
quirements in our first year under National Audubon's wing,.

Lack of space last month prevented us from greeting the following Walnut
Creek residents who have recently joined National Audubon and our group:
D,CeCrow; Ann Gerald; Bunny Marie Gibson; Ted Glibsoni Mrs,

Beth Gregorys; Cindy, Laurle & Cheryl Greene; Charles Howard, Sr.;

Richard M, Pierce; Mrs. R.A.Schnaible; David Schosn; Mr, & Mrs,

Allen Scholl; Mrs., Dorothy Scott; Claudlia Skinner; & Sam Smoker.,
b

EQ Mize, Editor,.1255 Mt. Dlablo St.,Concord,Ca. 94518..Phone: 686~1341
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Next Meeting: Thursday, Nov. L, 8 p.m. Sun Valley Meeting Room B.
A film entitled "The Way of a Trout! will be shown.

Next Field Trip: Vallejo Parks. Saturday, Nove 6. Meet at 9 a.m.
Just off the Benicia-Vallejo Freeway at the L St,
offramp. ILeader: Frank Beyer (707-644=0236).

Next Screen Tour: Wednesday, Nov. 10, 8 p.m. Diablo Valley College Gym,
John Paling 'Fllming in No-Man's Landf,
Bttt

'The Way of a Trout'!, a film produced by James W. Wilkie, will be shown
at our November Lth meeting in Sun Valley B. It sounds as though the

movie might be about a fish, Some of our members have seen the film

elsewhere and highly recommend it.

#9808

For the third month in a row we are invited to cross the Benicia-Martinez
Bridge and join Frank Beyer on a field trip. This time we will go to
the Vallejo parks (Blue Rock Springs, Lake Chabot - Vallejol!s, not Oak-
land?s), the marshes by the A-G-E store, and other enticing birding spots,
Frank has asked us to meet at 9 a.m.,, Saturday, Nov, 6, near the Mobil
station on the frontage road off the Benicla-Vallejo Freeway. Take the
L Street exit. The meeting spot is on Southhampton Bay, near the
Benicia State Park, and wewlll do some birding there before forming a
caraven to go to Blue Rock Springs and other places. You can expect a
mixture of shorebirds and landbirds in various habitat during the day.
bt

The second Audubon Wildlife Film of the season is entitled, 'Filming in
No-Man's Landt!, I don't think it's a war movie or a plug for Women's
Lib. It!'s supposed to be a study of animal behaviour by five ol! chaps
from Oxford. The narration 1s by John Paling, who will take you into
the "no man's land of animal relationships and nature photography'.

AP A PSP AR
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. Those members who stayed home from the October meeting because it was

a 'mystery program'! were the losers, President Bob McCarthy had said
we would have a good program - and it was. Frank Beyer presented another
of his excellent shows: a collection of slides of California wildflowers,
from the seashore te the mountains. Frank did not hesitate to show
fairly cormon plants, revealing delicate structures that so many of us
faill to see. A feature of his mastery was his ability to give a general
view of a cluster of flowers and then zoom in with subsequent pictures
to show exquisite detail.
Two fleld trips have been held this season and both were well attended.
The first went to Tubbs Island on Sept. 18th, and Leader Frank Beyer says,

"19 Members and 3 guests of Mt. Diablo Audubon, and 10 members and
3 guests of Napa-Solano Audubon, watched thousands of shorebirds and
other waterfowl co:e in off the mud flats, The highlight of the trip
was a Balrd's Sandpiper, which 1s a rarity. The number of Kites
seen (16) was ten less than last year's count, The following L5
species were noted:

"Western Grebe; Great Blue Heron; Common & Snowy Egrets; Mallard;

Pintall; CGreen-winged & Cinnamon Teals; Shoveler; Lesser Scaup; Ruddy
Duck; Turkey Vulture; White-talled Kite; Marsh & Sparrow Hawks; Pheasant;
Coot; Killdeer; Black-bellied Plover; Long-billed Curlew; Willet; Bairdts,
Least & Western Sandpipers; Long-bllled Dowitcher; Marbled Godwlt;
Avocet; Northern Phalarope; Ring-bllled & Westerm Gulls; Forster's,

. Common, & Caspian Terns; Mourning Dove; Vauxts Swift; Kingfisher;
Say's Phoebe; Barn Swallow; Crow; Long-billed Marsh Wren; Loggerhead
Shrike; Meadowlark; Red-winged & Brewer's Blackbirds; Savannah, Song,
& White-crowned Sparrows",

The second field trip was to Conn Dam and Lake Henessey on October 9th.
Again Frank was the leader, and his report says,

"Wo had a very enjoyable trip, The weather was perfect, the birds
cooperative, and L5 specles presented themselves to the 23 members
there to view them. We even enjoyed some of Harry Couden's puns,

Here is the bird list:

"Pied-billed Grebe; Double-cr, Cormorant; Great Blue Heron; Mallard;
Pintail; (Green-winged?) Teal; (Lesser?) Scaup; Vulture; Red-tailed Hawk;
Coot; Killdeer; Ring-billed Gull; Kingfisher; Flicker; Acon & Nuttall's
Woodpeckers; Black Phoebe; Serub Jay; Raven; Crow; Titmouse; Bushtit;
White-br, Nuthatch; Wrentit; Long-billed Marsh, Bewick's, & Rock Wrens;
Swainson's Thrush; Western Bluebird; Ruby-cr, Kinglet; Pilpit; Cedar
Waxwring; Audubon's & Townsends (?) Warblers; Red-winged & Brewer!'s
Blackbirds; Meadowlark; Western Tanager; Lesser Goldfinch; Rufous-sided
& Brown Towhees; White-cr., Golden, Fox, & Song Sparrowsa,

"In addition we also enjoyed the following butterflies: Monarch,
Lorquin's Admiral, California Sister; Satyr (?) Anglewing; Painted Lady;
. Tiger Swallowbtall; Buckeye; and several others I couldn't identify,"
[N X NN
Frank Beyer says that he is leading the Napa-Solano group to GrayLodge
Refuge on Saturdey, Nov, 20th, Mt, Diablo Audubon members are welcome
to come along. There might be other birders there, since Madrone and
Golden Gate Audubont?s are planning trips to the refuges that weekend,

AN N A
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%et's not force Frank Beyer to lead all the tripa, just because he is

ield Trip Chairmani Contact him at one of the meetings or by phone
(707-644-0236) and volunteer to lead a trip or two. Remember that some
members prefer a Sunday trip, but Frank has to confine himself to Satur-
day trips, so maybe you can lead a Sunday jaunt sometime.

Likewise, you can do a good deed by volunteering to help with the annual
Christmas Count, which will be coming up soon. Lynn Farrar, who has
managed the Count for several years, would like to step down as Organizer
and Campiler. Call Bob McCarthy (93-2721) and offer to helpl

AN
The first Audubon Wildlife Film of the season was on British Columbia and
narrated by Wilfred Gray'!s soundtrack. It was an interesting blend of
scenery, people, birds, and animals ... everything from the annual bathtub
race between Nanaimo and Vancouver to ranching in the Cariboo. Synchroni~
zation enabled us to relate bird calls with the birds,

+4+bd
Observations:

Frank Beyer reports seeing 150 White Pelicans in the salt ponds off
the Sears Point road in mid-October,

Ann Cavanagh 1is sure that she and her son spotted a Tennessee
Warbler along the Silverado Trail in Napa County recently. She says
that the species has been observed in Santa Rosa at times,

Betty Adamson observed an item in the 'Contra Costa Times! claiming
that the ELf Owl could "possibly be seen'" in this county. Betty
pointed out that the nearest ELf Owl is probably 400 miles away. The

" columnistbacktracked and admitted that what he meant was a Pigmy Owl,
since one was seen recently near Pleasanton,

A picture on Golden Gate Audubont's !Gull! recently was taken by
Seward Whitehead and shows the White Ibis that attracted attention
near San Rafael during the swmer,

$EHRE
For years the East Bay Regional Park District has been trying to gain
title to 360 acres of Federal land near the Nortonville coal mines as
the nucleus of a proposed park in the area. Blocking the move has
been claims by Steven Kosanke of La Sal, Uteh, who wants to mine the
high-quality silica sand in the park area for sale to the glass making
industries. Last month the U.S. Department of Interior's Bosrd of Land
Appeals in Washington, D.C, reversed a previous ruling by & local Bureau
of Land Management hearing examiner and upheld Kosanke!s claims. Further
legal attempts to stall the proposed mining venture are expected,

[ N KN
Bob McCarthy says he has heard that National Audubon has recently been
given 120 acres near Mammoth Leke plus a million and a half dollar en-
dowment for upkeep, It is hoped that the area, complete with cabins,
oiled roads, water, etc., can be used as a study camp.

++t
The Sacramento Bee, Public Relations Department, 2lst and Q Sacramento,
Ca.,9581) has available for $2.50 (includes tax and postageﬁ a booklet
called BIRDS OF CENTRAI. CALIFORNIA. Thls is & compilation of illust-
rated articles written by Edwin R, Pickett about 160 birds, If you

&end for a booklet, make checks payable to The Sacramento Bee.

Ed Mize, Editor..1255 Mt., Diablo St.,Concord,Ca.94518,.Phone: 586-13)1,
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Next Meeting: Thursday, Dec. 2, 8 p.m. Sun Valley Meeting Room B.
Paul Covel speaks on 'Waterfowl Problems & Management'.

Next Field Trip: Saturday, Dec. li (weather permitting). Rodeo Lagoon.
Meet at the Fort Cronkhite tunnel at 9:30 a.m.
Leader: Frank Beyer (phone: 707-6L1-0236).

Christmas Count: Sunday, Dec. 26. Contact Lynn Farrar (283-3938) for
assigmments and information regarding the count and
potiuck dinner.

Next Screen Tour: Thursday, Jan. 27, 1972. Buzz Moss will take us
to "Mule Deer Country!,
FeE

Bob McCarthy has lined up Paul ¥, Covel to spesk to us at our December 2
meeting, which will be held at 8 p.m. in Sun Valley Meeting Room B. Mr.
Covel is well known for his work as Naturalist at the Lake Merritt bird

sanctuary in Oakland and is regarded as one of the loading conservatlon-
ists in the Bay Area. He will speak on 'Waterfowl Problems and Manage-
ment!, drawing on his experiences at Lake Merritt. He is an excellent

speaker, so we can promise you an interesting program.

Frank Beyer has volunteered to lead a fleld trip to Rodeo Lagoon in
Marin County the following Saturday, Dec. L, but the trip will be cen-
celled in case of rain. (Call Frank at 707-644-0236 if you don't
know what constitutes 'raint,) He will have to leave for home right
after lunch and hopes that some volunteer leader wlll take over and
£ind the birds Frank misses, "We make no predictions on totel number
of species or rarities to be seen at this time, as we are outside our
home grounds™, says Frank, It's probable that the group will go to
the Audubon Sanctuary near Tiburon after birding Rodeo Lagoon,.

We will meet at 9:30 a.,m. at the east entrance of the Fort Crokhite
tunnel. To get there, cross the Golden Gate Bridge and take the
Sausaelito turnoff just north of Vista Point. Follow the signs to
Forts Barry and Cronkhite. Meet at the sipgnal-lighted tunnel.

e e e e
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The Christmas Count this year will be held on Sunday, Dec. 26, the day
after you get your Christmas presents, Lynn Farrar has agreed to head
the count again - but he vows that this is the last time! Groups willl
go out and count all the birds and species they see in sectors of a
circle having a 15-mile diameter. Call Lynn (283-3938) for an assign-
ment to a team. You don't have to be an expert birder - just have some
eyes and be able to count, Rain or shine or snow we go out ... and
generelly the survivors have a good time,

Lymn will tell you where the potluck-dinner-summetion meeting will be
= if there 1s one. Care to volunteer a home? Let him lknow. He might
also appreciate a 1ittle help on the compilation bookwork later.

JS%

At our November meeting Chris Nelson told of his trip to Washington
D.C., where he was one of the three Bay Area conservationists who
testified before the House ilerchant Marine and Fisheries Cormittee in
favor of creating a South S.F. Bay National Wildlife Refuge. Chris
told us, "There was a tremendous response by the committee members,
and Assistant Interior Secretary Reed came out strongly in support of
the proposal', Chris said that he was told that no refuge proposal
has ever had such strong backing from citizens.

President Bob McCarthy read a letter from Mrs, Nancy Sarkany of Danville
urging our support of HR 10482, which would extend the protection to
hawks now given to eagles. We voted to write her a letter expressing
our opposition to falconry.

It was voted to pledge some funds to help Pres. McCarthy attend the
Audubon Asilomar Conference, March 25-28, Incidentally, you do not
have to be an Audubon member to attend. You can get Information
from AUDUBON CONFERENCE, 555 Audubon Place, Sacramento, Ca. 95825,

The feasture program of the evening was the showing of an excellent
film, 'The Way of a Trout!, which contained some of the finest under-
water shots ever made. It's a wonder a fish lives long enough to
be caught by a manl!

The November field trip was held the following Saturdey. According

to Leader Frank Beyer it was a success, and he further reports:
"The ValleJo trip was well attended (2L persons), the weather
perfect as predicted, and the birds cooperative to the extent
that 13 species more than the guaranteed 50 were seen, This
does not include the rare and confusing Peligoose, or Goolican,
which chanyed from a Snow Goose to a White Pelican when we werentt
looking. The Trip Leader demonstrated the technique of rail-
walking, producing 3 of these elusive creatures ~ one Clapper Rail
and 2 smaller very dark-colored birds, These the Trip Leader
regretfully aduitted were nearly full-grown Virginia Rails (based
on bill length and ler color) rather than the Black Ralls some
wilished to believe.

"The following species were seen: Eared, Pied=blilled & Western
Grebes; White Pelican; Cormon & Snowy Egrets; Bittern; Mallard;
Gadwall; Pintail; Green-winged Teal; Shoveler; % Ring-necked Duck (5);
Canvasback; Lesser Scaup; Ruddy Ouck; Turkey Vulture; White-tailed
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Kite; Red-tailed & Sparrow Hawks; % Clapper Rail (L); * Virginia
Rail (2); Coot; Killdeer; Black-bellied Plover; Common Snipe; Long-
billed Curlew; Willet; Dunlin; Western Sandpiper; Marbled Godwit;
Glaucous-winged, Western, Herring, California & Ring-billed Gulls;
Mourning Dove; Belted Kingfisher; Redshafted Flicker; % Western
Kingbird (1); Black & Say's Phoebes; Scrub Jay; Ches tnut~backed
Chickadee; Long-billed Marsh Wren; Mockingbird; Robin; Ruby-crowned
Kinglet; Water Pipet; Starling; Audubon'!s Warbler; Meadowlark; Red-
winged & Brewer's Blackbirds; House Finch; Americen & Lesser Gold-
finches; Rufous-sided & Brown Towhees; Oregon Junco; White-crowned,
Golden-crowned & Song Sparrows". (Note: % means notable finds).
BRI

Chris Nelson jubilantly announces that AB 925 has been signed by Lt.
Gov. Relnecke, giving the East Bey Regional Park District an extra 5¢
per $100 assessed valuation, of which 4¢ will go for land and 1¢ for
development, with assurances that later another 5¢ can be added if the
District adopts a master plan for development. Chris personall
thanks all members who helped convince the Legislature of the 5¢ need,
Observations:

Tean Richmond reported seeing 17 Clapper Ralls and 3 Virginia
Ralls on Alsmeda's south shore,

Ed Eichstedt says that he, Larry Curl & Bill Pursell gpotted a
wandering Northern Shrike at the Palo Alto Yacht Harbor.

Marseret & Ralph Hodgson recently returned from a delizhtful
month trip to New England, the high point being a cruise from
Boothbay Harbor (Maine) into the Atlantic and up the Kennebec
River and back through the turbulent Hell's Gates., On the cruise
they had the pleasure of seeing two osprey nests = one atop a
channel marker - and two Bald Eagles,

-+t

Word has been received that some of our long-time members have left
the smog in our area for clearer skies. Thus,
R0y & “lsie Glotfelty now look for mail on Star Route 3, Pioncer,
Calif, 95666, one mile off Highway 88 above Jackson;
and Ferd Ruth has switched his title and address to Science
Director, Santa Catalina School, Monterey, Ca. 93940. He says
we ought to have a field trip down there some time. (An A+ ideal)

LR N N N

Jere are sorie more recent members that we heaven't had space to welcone
officially in 'The Quailt' until now:
from Concord: Iiyrtle Adams; Charles Cavanagh; Mrs. J.L. Dana;
Kenneth Gates; I, & lirs. Dwayne Knize; Stephen Peck; Iir., & lirs,
Jemes T, Lawrence; Mary Lee Randles; and Kenneth 3Rishell.
from Pleasant Hill: ir, & Mrs. M.J. Fisher; Dr. Martin Stuart;
from Martinez: Mrs. Sylva Dajani; Alex McBride; S.M. Roberts;
and James S, Smyth.
e
Now it's the time of the year for 'The Quail'! staff to wish you all a
MNERRY CHI1ISTIAS and a HAPPY JEW YEAR

Jon & Betty Williams Ed Mize (Hditor)

& Family (Mallers) 1255 Mt. Diablo St. Concord,Ca 94518



