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May Monthly Program Meeting:
Thursday, May 7, 7 PM

Mount Diablo Bird Alliance will meet Thursday, May 7 in the Camellia Room at the
Gardens at Heather Farm, 1540 Marchbanks Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94598.

Address:
The Camellia Room @ The Gardens at Heather Farm
1540 Marchbanks Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94598

Please note that MDBA no longer provides disposable cups at our meetings.
If you would like to enjoy water, punch, or tea, please bring your own cup.
We will have a few reusable cups available if you need one. We appreciate your
cooperation.

May Agenda:

6:30 PM Doors Open

7:00 PM Bobcat Film preview

7:15 PM Announcements

7:30 PM Refreshments and Raffle
7:45 PM Main Program: Total Uruguay


https://mailchi.mp/a2eff0e1bf3a/the-quail-may-12932377?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.mtdiabloaudubon.org/
http://www.mtdiabloaudubon.org/

Our Raffle table's success relies heavily on your fantastic donations! We're on the
lookout for awesome bird-related items or anything similar, like books, art, collectables,
feeders, bird boxes, and camera equipment. Basically, anything you think someone
might be interested in buying raffle tickets for. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

If you have such items but are unable to attend meetings, please contact
info@mtdiablobirds.org and we will try and arrange a pickup from local addresses.

Total Uruguay with Viviana Wolinsky

Viviana Wolinsky and Steve Hunter

Photos by S. Hunter
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Photos by Vishal Subramanyan

Our meeting will begin with a short preview of an upcoming film about bobcats.
Vishal Subramanyan is a National Geographic Young Explorer and Osher Fellow
at the California Academy of Sciences. For nearly a decade, he’s been observing
the life of an urban bobcat living along the Diablo Range, and is now producing a
long-term documentary film that follows this animal’s story. In this short pre-
program presentation, Vishal will share a teaser from the film and behind-the-
scenes footage from years of fieldwork, highlighting what bobcats can teach us
about coexistence in the East Bay Area. He'll also touch on habitat connectivity
and the ripple effects of rodenticides on local wildlife, and share what’'s ahead for
completing the film.

Viviana Wolinsky and Steve Hunter began birding within the last decade,
merging this new passion with their love of travel. Steve focuses on bird
photography and provided all the images for this presentation. Viviana maintains a
life list of over 3,000 species, more than half of which she observed in South
America. She has visited Uruguay twice for birding—most recently on the Golden
Gate Birding Alliance’s (GGBA) "Total Uruguay" trip—and currently holds the
number 121 spot on the eBird lifetime list for the country.

Both are active GGBA volunteers. Viviana serves as an assistant instructor for
Steve’s intermediate birding and sparrow classes. Together, they have led
numerous local field trips and a special Birdathon trip to Colorado. Viviana also
serves as the co-compiler for the Oakland Christmas Bird Count.

This presentation offers a preview of what to expect on a birding trip to Uruguay,
such as the GGBA's upcoming 2027 expedition. While the country is roughly the
size of Washington state with a climate similar to California’s, it boasts a wide
range of habitats, including:




The Pampas (grasslands)

Atlantic Forest

Savannas

Wetlands

Palm Tree Forests

This ecological diversity allows for a great variety of bird species to be seen easily
across short distances. Furthermore, Uruguay serves as a vital feeding and
breeding destination for many migratory species.

Election of MDBA Officers: Vote in May

Rochelle Fortier and Alan Bade, MDBA Nomination Committee

The annual election of officers for the Mount Diablo Bird Alliance Board of
Directors is coming soon!

On Thursday, May 7, all current members will receive an email with "Ballot" or
"Election" in the subject line. A link to the electronic ballot will be included in the
body of that email. Please cast your vote by Saturday, May 16. Results will be
announced in the June issue of The Quail and at our June program meeting.

Three of our current officers are standing for re-election. These officers will serve
a one-year term from July 2026 through June 2027:

¢ Vice President: Ariana Rickard
o Treasurer: Steve Buffi

o Secretary: Karin Deas

Nominations for the ballot are now closed. Please note that the President position
is not on the ballot this year, as no nominations were received.

Please vote promptly; your participation is greatly appreciated and vital to our
chapter!




President's Letter
Rochelle Fortier, MDBA Membership Chair

Jerry Britten is no longer the President of the Mount Diablo Bird Alliance as he's
now settled in his new Arizona territory. The board's decided to rotate presidential
duties, so you'll hear from a different board member in each issue of The Quail!

My backyard is one of my favorite places to watch birds, especially when the
Bottlebrush bush is in full bloom. Its red flowers attract multiple Anna’s
Hummingbirds. During the March heatwave, while | had a sprinkler watering the
lawn, | saw three hummingbirds darting in and out of the streams, capturing water
droplets! While the Bottlebrush is not a California native, it provides essential food
and shelter for many birds. However, | am looking forward to planting more
natives to create an even better habitat.

There is a wonderful opportunity to explore gardens featuring California native
plants during the Bringing Back the Natives garden tours on Saturday, May 2,
or Sunday, May 3. These private gardens showcase beautiful native plants that
provide vital habitats for birds, insects, and other wildlife.

Five gardens in central Contra Costa belong to Mount Diablo Bird Alliance
members:

Glenn Phillips in Lafayette

Nancy Salsig in Martinez

Pat Pomidor in Orinda

Jim Ulrich in Orinda

Lainie Johnson in Walnut Creek

Please register online at the Bringing Back the Natives website. The tours are
free, though donations are encouraged to help offset the costs of organizing these
wonderful events.

As Membership Chair, | want to extend a sincere thank you to our members who
volunteer for Christmas Bird Counts, build and install nest boxes, provide snacks
for our meetings, lead field trips, participate in outreach events, and handle many
other behind-the-scenes tasks. Our members are the key to helping our chapter

achieve its goals.
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New Members
Rochelle Fortier, MDBA Membership Chair

| would like to give a warm welcome to the new members who
joined in March: Bruce Aizawa, Brentwood; Jen Norris, San
Francisco; Justin Rhinesmith and Kayla Kahl, Walnut
Creek; Jane Takahashi, San Ramon; Valerie Waltjen,
Walnut Creek; and Zari Weiss, Pleasant Hill. | hope to see
you at our next program meeting!

Bay Birding Challenge 2026: Support our Devil Mountain
Quail!

The Bay Birding Challenge is a friendly annual competition organized by our
neighbors at the Golden Gate Bird Alliance to raise awareness and funds for
bird conservation, habitat protection, and advocacy.




This year’s event takes place on Saturday, April 25, when teams from Audubon
chapters across the region will compete to see who can identify the most species
in a single day while birding across all nine Bay Area counties.

Last year, the Mount Diablo Bird Alliance team—the Devil Mountain Quail—
placed 3rd, identifying an impressive 135 species. This year, we aim to soar even
higher!

Please click this link to learn more and consider backing MDBA's efforts. We
welcome your monetary pledges and appreciate your enthusiastic support as we
take to the field!

Do You Love to Sew? Our Bird Banders Need Your Help!



https://charity.pledgeit.org/c/cbevhg13lb/pages/compete

One of the conservation projects sponsored by the Mount Diablo Bird Alliance is
the Mount Diablo Bird Observatory/Galindo Creek Songbird Banding Station in
Concord. Their team performs vital work monitoring both resident and migratory
birds in our region. To ensure the safety of the birds during handling, the station
utilizes specialized "bird bags"—and they are currently in need of more!

A Note from Project Leader Hallie Daly:

"We are looking to acquire 200—-300 additional bird bags, which we will
also share with the Northern Saw-whet Owl station. Ideally, these
should be made from breathable fabric, such as cotton sheets. The
most important requirement is that the seams must be on the
outside of the bag. Additionally, please avoid using plastic cinchers
on the drawstrings, as they tend to break easily in the wash."

If you enjoy sewing and have old cotton sheets available, you can find assembly
instructions here: Bird Bag Sewing Instructions (PDF)



https://wildresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/WildResearch-Bird-Bag-Instructions.pdf

Submission Details:
e In-Person: Drop off finished bags at the Membership Table during one of
our monthly meetings.

e Via Email: If you cannot attend a meeting but would like to contribute,
please reach out to us at info@mtdiablobirds.org.

Bringing Back the Natives Garden and Green Home Features

Showcase
May 2 - 3

Registration for the free 22nd Annual Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour
and Green Home Features Showcase is now open. This year features two full
days of in-person inspiration! In addition to stunning landscapes, the tour will
showcase homes equipped with innovative "green" features.
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In-Person Tour Details The award-winning tour and showcase allows registrants
to visit 70 beautiful, water-conserving native plant gardens on Saturday, May
2, and Sunday, May 3, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. While every home features a
native plant garden, 30 locations will also showcase green home technology,
including solar panels and batteries, induction ranges, heat pumps, and more.

Participants will learn how to:

» Design a native plant garden for year-round color and interest.
o Create habitats that support local wildlife.
o Lower water bills and garden without the use of pesticides.

 Electrify their homes to protect the environment and family health.

Why California Native Plants? Native plants are perfectly adapted to our local
soil and climate, making them naturally water-conserving and easy to maintain.
They are far more effective than non-native species at attracting indigenous birds,
butterflies, and pollinators. As the gardens on this tour demonstrate, these
landscapes provide a beautiful "sense of place" that is uniquely Californian.

Contact Information For more information, please contact
Kathy@KathyKramerConsulting.net or call (510) 236-9558 (landline)
between 9:00 AM and 6:00 PM.

Student Cello Recital Fundraiser for MDBA
May 21


mailto:Kathy@KathyKramerConsulting.net




Olivia Qian, a junior at San Ramon Valley High School (SRVHS) and founder of the
school’s bird-watching club, is hosting a solo cello recital fundraiser on Sunday, May
21, 2026, at 3:00 PM. The performance will take place at the SRVHS PAC Center and
will feature masterworks by Bach, Saint-Saéns, Elgar, and Lalo.

All proceeds from the event will be donated to support the conservation programs of the
Mount Diablo Bird Alliance. In addition to the performance, MDBA members will be
on-site to share information about local bird conservation efforts and how you can get
involved.

Join us for an afternoon of beautiful music and community spirit in support of birds and
their habitats.

Suggested donation: $7 online or bring cash in exact change.



https://mtdiablobirds.org/donate/

MDBA Trip Report
Mountain View Sanitary District, March 25 & 29



Photos by Isaac Aronow

On Wednesday, March 25, and Sunday, March 29, MDBA, in partnership with the
Mountain View Sanitary District (MVSD), conducted a pair of "Introduction to Birding"
outings at the MVSD wetlands. We scoped McNabney Marsh for ducks and shorebirds
before walking the levees of Moorhen Marsh—the filtering ponds within the MVSD
facility that double as prime habitat. Over the two days, we spotted more than 70
species; highlights included a stunning Hooded Oriole, an early-arriving Ash-throated
Flycatcher, and an aerial battle between a Sharp-shinned Hawk and a Cooper's Hawk.

Trip report HERE.

North Briones, April 7
Report by: Cheryl Abel

On April 7, a dozen MDBA members and friends met at the Briones Road Staging Area
for a hike to Sindicich Lagoons. The day was sunny and pleasant, with a refreshing
coolness in the shade. During the approximately three-mile round-trip walk, we spotted
41 species of birds. Highlights included several Western Bluebirds resplendent in their
richest spring colors and Lark Sparrows—we observed three pairs carrying nesting
material and engaging in courtship.


https://ebird.org/tripreport/494338?welcome=true

For several minutes, we listened to the song of a Cassin's Vireo, though the bird
remained hidden within the oak woodland. We also heard the distinctive whistle of an
early-arriving Ash-throated Flycatcher. As MDBA has begun contributing our field trip
checklists to the California Bird Atlas, we were pleased to contribute to citizen science
while enjoying a beautiful morning.

Briones is spectacular for wildflowers this time of year, and we enjoyed a vibrant display
throughout the walk. Favorite blooms included the Mount Diablo Globe Lily and Owl’s
Clover.

Checklist HERE.

Mitchell Canyon, April 14
Report by: Sandy Ritchie

Blue-grey Gnatcatcher
Photo by Ron Halsne

On April 14, eleven birders set out for the annual Mitchell Canyon walk. The weather
was idyllic: clear and pleasant with only light winds. The "stars" of the day were
undoubtedly the Blue-gray Gnatcatchers and Lazuli Buntings. We enjoyed an intimate
look at a gnatcatcher sitting on its nest—a structure that closely resembles that of an
Anna’s Hummingbird—and later observed another pair active at a second nest site.

The calm conditions seemed ideal for raptors; we counted 28 Turkey Vultures soaring
overhead, joined by several Red-tailed Hawks. Because this year’s trip was scheduled


https://ebird.org/atlascalifornia/checklist/S318416493

about a week earlier than usual, the timing likely influenced our species list. While we
missed the hoped-for Calliope Hummingbird and certain expected warblers, it was still
a productive day. In total, we recorded 42 species seen or heard throughout the walk.

Trip Report HERE.

Black Diamond Mines, April 17

On Friday, April 17, eight hardy birders made the trek to the heights of Black Diamond
Mines in Pittsburg. It was a beautiful, clear day, though quite breezy; the wind seemed
to put a damper on the bird activity. We were unable to locate any of the

elusive Canyon Wrens—one of our primary targets—and encountered very few
warblers.

The highlight was a large, active group of Phainopepla. We observed about a half-
dozen flitting among the oaks, the highest count we’ve had here in years. We were also
excited to glimpse a falcon overhead, though the sun's glare made it impossible to
distinguish between a Peregrine and a Prairie Falcon—both of which are known to
frequent the area. Additionally, we enjoyed excellent views of several paired Lark
Sparrows.

Checklist HERE.

MDBA Field Trip Announcements
Matt Tarlach, MDBA Field Trip Chair



https://ebird.org/tripreport/500788
https://ebird.org/atlascalifornia/checklist/S323256115

Update from the Field Trips Coordinator

MDBA mounts dozens of Field Trips throughout the year, ranging from easy,
accessible strolls around our local parks to longer expeditions to more distant
sites, and including some vigorous hikes. On each field trip, one or more leaders
guides our group to the best hotspots, in the best season... but the bird-spotting is
really a team effort.

Come birding with us!

You can see the field trip checklists we’ve recorded since transitioning to
electronic records here.

To ensure that trips are not overcrowded, pre-registration through Eventbrite is
required. MDBA members have priority, with member sign ups opening as soon
as the trip is announced in our newsletter. Non-members are welcome too!
Registration opens to the public a week before the trip. All registration closes 2
days before the trip, so leaders can know how many to expect. If you won’t be
able to attend a trip that you've signed up for, please cancel via Eventbrite as
early as possible to open that spot up for someone else.

Field trips are ranked according to difficulty:



https://ebird.org/profile/MzMzMDExMQ/world

Trail Rating 1: Easy. Little walking, under 1 mile, on smooth paths.
Trail Rating 2: Moderate. 1 mile or more, possibly some rough terrain.
Trail Rating 3: Challenging. Extensive walking and climbing on rough terrain!

Out of respect for our members and community, we ask participants to take
sensible precautions for everyone’s health when carpooling and sharing spaces.

We always need new trip leaders! It's fun, and a meaningful contibution to our
chapter's mission of education and outreach. Please contact our Field Trip
Coordinator, Matt Tarlach, at mdbafieldtrips@gmail.com

If you have a favorite birding spot you'd like to share with your fellow members but
would like some help leading the trip, Matt can probably pair you up with an
experienced trip leader.

If you're looking for still more bird-related outings in our area, the East Bay
Regional Park District holds a variety of events. Go to their Birding page here and
click View Activities.

Lagoon Valley and Pena Adobe
Thursday, April 23, 9 AM - 1:30 PM

Brown Creeper

Photo by Mona Lange

Our excursion begins at Pena Adobe Park, located off I-80 just west of Vacauville.
Pena Adobe is a historic site featuring well-established trees, including an orange
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tree planted as early as the 1860s. Species frequently seen here include
the Brown Creeper, Hermit Thrush, and Black-headed Grosbeak.

After exploring Pena Adobe, we will drive to Lagoon Valley Park. Please note
there is a $5 parking fee; the kiosk accepts either a debit/credit card or exact cash
(no change is given). Notable sightings at Lagoon Valley have included

the Western Bluebird, Cliff Swallow, Bullock’s Oriole, and Western Kingbird. If the
lake level is low, we may find Wilson’s Snipe and Greater

Yellowlegs. Bufflehead and American Wigeon are also common winter residents
on the water.

Trail Rating: 1 — Easy. Paths are mostly level.

Leader: Mona Lange, 510-414-2959

Meet At: Pena Adobe Park, located off [-80 between Fairfield and Vacaville.
Directions: Take 1-680 to I-80 East toward Sacramento. Take Exit 51B (Pena
Adobe Road). Do not take the Lagoon Valley Road exit. After the stop sign,
proceed straight, veering to the LEFT onto Pena Adobe Road. We will meet at the
restroom building.

Address: 4699 Pena Adobe Road, Vacaville, CA.

This field trip is limited to 12 participants. All attendees must acknowledge the
MDBA Liability Waiver during the registration process.

Register HERE.

Brannan Island & Delta Rookery
Friday, May 1, 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birding-lagoon-valley-tickets-1985234526911

Great Blue Heron

Photo by Warren Regelmann

Our outing begins at the entrance to Brannan Island State Recreation Area (SRA),
in the parking lot on the east side of Highway 160. Please pay the entrance fee at
the station ($10 general; $9 for seniors) or via the self-pay envelope if the station
is unstaffed. Tip: Most public libraries offer park passes for checkout that provide
free day-use parking.

We hope to see Western Kingbirds, Western Bluebirds, Bullock’s Orioles, and
various raptors. Afterward, we will drive to a nearby rookery where, in previous
years, several species of herons, egrets, and cormorants have nested. Picnic
tables are available, allowing you to enjoy the activity of the rookery while having
a snack. This trip is excellent for beginners!

Hike Rating: 1, Easy. A few walks on level trails adding up to probably less than a
mile.

Elevation change: N/A

Leader: Mona Lange, 510-414-2959

Meet: Brannan Island State Recreation Area. GPS: 38.11017164265391,
-121.6966400433512

Directions: Central Contra Cost take Hwy 4 towards Antioch. Where the highway
forks take Hwy 160 north over the Antioch Bridge (toll). After crossing the bridge,




continue about 7 miles to Brannan Island. The park entrance is on your right, 1/4
mile after crossing 3-Mile Slough. Meet at the parking lot, 200 yards east of Hwy
160.

This field trip is limited to 12 participants.

Register HERE.

West Briones Regional Park
Tuesday, May 5, 8:30 AM - 1 PM

Lazuli Bunting
Photo by Jerry Britten

A springtime visit to the west entrance of Briones Regional Park offers a stunning
display of seasonal wildflowers and vibrant birdlife. Lazuli Buntings are often
seen here, alongside various flycatchers, vireos, and a diverse array of other
spring residents.

The park features a lovely picnic area, so we encourage you to bring a lunch and
enjoy the surroundings after our walk. As temperatures can rise quickly in the hills,
please ensure you bring an ample supply of water.

Leader: Cheryl Abel



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birding-brannan-island-delta-rookery-tickets-1985233802745

Rating: Category 2--moderate hiking over dirt and gravel trails with mild slopes.
Elevation change: 200 feet

Meet: Bear Creek Staging Area parking lot

Directions: From SR 24 in Orinda, drive north on Camino Pablo about 2.25 miles,
turn right on Bear Creek Road, continue for 4.5 miles to park entrance. Drive to
farthest parking lot on the right.

The field trip is limited to 15 participants. Participants must acknowledge the
MDBA Liability Waiver during the registration process.

Register HERE.

Eastern Contra Costa County
Thursday, May 7, 8 AM - 1 PM

Western Kingbird
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Photo by Mona Lange

Our plan is to meet at the Big Break Regional Shoreline/Delta Science Center.
After birding the shoreline, we will drive to the Marsh Creek Trail and, if time
permits, continue to Bethel Island. These locations are typically excellent for
observing waterfowl, raptors, and several passerine species that are not easily
found elsewhere in the county.

As temperatures can rise significantly in East County, it may become quite hot by
midday; please plan accordingly with sun protection and plenty of water.

Hike Rating: 1-Easy

Elevation change: N/A

Leaders: Randy Huey, 925-518-8439

Meet: Big Break parking lot in Oakley at 8 AM

Directions: Take Highway 4 east toward Stockton/Pittsburg, after Antioch take
right Exit 30 toward CA-160/Sacramento/Rio Vista. Take Exit 1A, East 18th/Main
Street, turn right at the bottom of the exit onto Main Street, proceed east a little
over 1 mile, then turn left onto Big Break Road. Turn into Big Break Regional
Shoreline/Delta Science Center just past the last houses on the right.

This field trip is limited to 20 participants.

Register HERE.

Pine Canyon
Monday, May 11, 8 AM - 1 PM
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Townsend's Warbler
Photo by Jerry Britten

Pine Canyon, which encompasses the Castle Rock (EBRPD) recreation area
and Diablo Foothills Regional Park, provides rich habitat for spring migrants and
returning summer residents. Warbling Vireos and their cousins, Cassin’s Vireos,
both nest within the canyon. We also hope to find orioles, flycatchers, wrens, and
various warblers—and if we’re lucky, a Lazuli Bunting or a Peregrine Falcon.

Please bring water, snacks, and a lunch if you would like to enjoy the shady picnic
tables in the park after our trek.

Trail Rating: 2-3. Out-and-back along a wide dirt trail, with some short climbs.
We'll need to cross little Pine Creek several times - without bridges. These
crossings are not deep but can be muddy or a bit adventuresome, depending on
recent rains.

Elevation Change: 200 feet, in a very gradual climb

Leader: Ted Robertson, 925-899-1872

Directions: From Ygnacio Valley Road, drive south on either Walnut Avenue or
Oak Grove Road to the traffic circle. Continue south on Castle Rock Road, pass
Northgate High School, then drive to the end of the road.

This field trip is limited to 18 participants.

Register HERE.

Shadow Cliffs Rookeries
Friday, May 15, 8:30 AM - 12 Noon



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birding-pine-canyon-tickets-1987369743401

Great Blue Heron

Photo by Warren Regelmann

Every year, Herons and Cormorants nest in the tall trees within the park’s riparian

area. We will visit these rookeries, hopefully catching glimpses of chicks within the
nests. The park also hosts several Wood Duck nest boxes; with luck, we may spot
ducklings and other young waterfowl as well.

Shadow Cliffs, located in Pleasanton, can get quite hot this time of year. Please
dress appropriately (a broad-brimmed hat is highly recommended) and bring
sunscreen and plenty of water. There is a restroom located near the trailhead.

Please factor in the potential for traffic when planning your departure.
o Parking Fee: $6 per vehicle.

Trail Rating: 2 - One hill to get onto the levee trail and just over a mile of walking
with few places to sit.

Leader: Elisa Fernandes-McDade (elisa.fernandesmcdade@gmail.com)
Meet: Small shade structure near Levee Trail trailhead and next to the
shaded/solar panel parking lot

GPS: 37.9277763, -122.0644239. Shadow Cliffs Regional Park, 2500 Stanley
Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566 USA
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Directions: From Walnut Creek, take 1-680 South. In Dublin, take Exit 30 to
merge onto |-580 East toward Stockton. Stay on the 1-580 for about 3 miles, then
take Exit 47 for Santa Rita Rd toward Tassajara Rd. After about 1.5 miles, take a
left onto Valley Ave. After about 1 mile, take another left onto Stanley Blvd.
Continue for 1 mile, then turn right into the Shadow Cliffs entrance.

There will be a large, brown sign with white lettering. After paying at the entry
kiosk and going through the roundabout, turn right into the parking lot with solar
panels near the base of the hills.

This trip is limited to 20 participants. Carpooling is encouraged!

Register HERE.

Point Reyes
Saturday, May 30, 8:30 AM - 3 PM

Prairie Warbler

Point Reyes is one of the premier birding locations in Northern California and a
renowned spot for finding rarities during migration—such as the Prairie

Warbler pictured above (image by Beth Branthaver). MDBA visits at least twice a
year; on our spring trip, we hope to observe northbound migrants as well as
resident birds in their finest breeding plumage.

The exact itinerary will depend on the weather, but after checking Drakes
Beach and the lagoon behind it, we will likely visit the Lighthouse area and

the "fish docks." After lunch, we may walk down the Avenue of Cypresses to the
historic RCA building.



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birding-shadow-cliffs-registration-1987575958195

Please bring water and lunch, as this area is remote. The weather at the Point is
highly changeable; bring warmer clothing than you think you’ll need—ensuring
you include a windproof layer—as well as sun protection.

Trail Rating: 2 -- up to a mile total walk, almost entirely on paved roads but with
some moderate grade.

Elevation Change: 100 ft

Leader: Matt Tarlach, mdbafieldtrips@gmail.com

Meet: Kenneth C. Patrick Visitor Center, Drake's Beach

GPS: 38.027828257127936, -122.96201741318059

Directions: Depending on your starting point, take the best route to San Rafael
and go North on US 101. From 101, take Lucas Valley Road to Nicasio. At the
reservoir, turn left. Follow signs to Point Reyes Station, and when you get to town
turn left onto US-1. After passing through town (the Bovine Bakery is a tasty stop
for breakfast pastries), turn right from US-1 onto Sir Francis Drake Blvd and follow
it for 15 miles to Drakes Beach Road.

Due to limited parking, this trip is limited to 12 participants. Carpooling is
encouraged!

Register HERE.

May Gallery & Media
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Bird Songs of Spring

See the full video HERE

Migrating American Woodcocks Set Off
a Birding Frenzy in Bryant Park

Read the article HERE
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Calliope Hummingbird / Shandin Hills Yard
San Bernardino, California, United States
Photo: Sharif Uddin / Macaulay Library ML 654866138

Pacific Loon / Orange, California, United States
Photo: Robert McNab / Macaulay Library ML 654913522
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If you'd like to stay in touch more than once a month, sign up for our private email discussion
group!
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